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Los Feliz Blvd., 
Riverside Drive 
Notorious for 
Hit-and-Runs
By Hayley Fox
Ledger Senior Contributing 
Writer

Last year there were more 
than 1,050 hit-and-runs in the 
Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment’s (LAPD) Northeast di-
vision, which stretches from 
Los Feliz through parts of 
Echo Park, Griffith Park and 
Eagle Rock. Many of these 
incidents resulted in property 
damage–such as a broken side 
view mirror–but others left be-
hind seriously injured victims. 

“Those hit-and-runs where 
a person is hurt means some-
body was driving, smashed 
into them and never stopped,” 
said Los Angeles LAPD Capt. 

see HIT-AND-RUNS page 5see RENTS page 11

see BASEBALL page 4 see O’FARRELL page 8

see DROUGHT page 7

City Says Griffith Park Prepared for Drought
By Hayley Fox, Ledger Senior Contributing Writer

Even with rain predicted 
this week, California is experi-
encing its worst water shortage 
in modern history, according 
to a statement released ear-
lier this month by Gov. Jerry 
Brown. 

Los Angeles city officials 
are working to bolster the lo-
cal water supply by using more 
recycled water and capturing 
more storm water. 

Areas in Griffith Park have 
already been using recycled 
water for Crystal Springs, the 
Old Zoo and the Wilson and 
Harding golf courses. Added 
to that list this year will be the 
Bette Davis Picnic Area and 
North Atwater Park. 

“We’ve actually been pre-
paring for the last five, six 
years, for the drought,” said 
Ramon Barajas, asst. general 
manager for Recreation and 

Parks.
Recycled water is waste-

water that is treated to water 
landscapes, golf courses, and 
freeway medians—basically 
reusing water that would oth-
erwise be discharged into riv-
ers or the ocean.

In the meantime, park of-

ficials continue to walk a fine 
line between cutting back on 
watering and keeping the city’s 
trees and landscaping alive. 
Some of the greenery has been 
in place upwards of 70 years, 
and officials say it would cost 
more to let the plants die and 

Griffith Park’s currently lush Roosevelt Golf Course in contrast to dry brush 
nearby. Photo by: David Austin

Baseball at 
Crystal Springs
Hearing, 
March 5th
By Allison B. Cohen

GRIFFITH PARK—The Los 
Angeles Dept. of Recreation 
and Parks five panel Board 
of Commissioners will decide 
whether to move forward with 
two youth baseball fields at 
Crystal Springs on March 5th. 
The time and location of the 
meeting is still undetermined.

The board—consisting of 
four recently appointed new 
members—will decide if the 
project should move forward; 
if changes, or clarifications, to 
the $240,000 environmental 
report conducted by the city 
should be made; or kick the 
issue to the Los Angeles City 
Council. 

To date, a “sub commit-
tee” task force consisting of 
new commissioners Kafi D. 

The Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Bridge, as seen at night on Hyperion Avenue, is part of the proposed Glendale Bou-
levard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement Project, which will improve geometrical design, increase 
seismic strength and pedestrian, bicycle and motor vehicle travel, among other things. See story inside, page 12.  
Photo by Armand Emamdjomeh/Los Feliz Ledger.

O’Farrell’s 
Gestation 
Period
By Colin Stutz
Ledger Senior Contributing 
Writer

Heading into his ninth 
month in office, by most ac-
counts City Councilmember 
Mitch O’Farrell of Los An-
geles’ 13th District is settling 
into his new role nicely.

Local attention to his 
neighborhoods is proving a 
priority, as well as a focus on 
citywide issues. He has several 
“streetscape” projects in de-
velopment to enhance major 
thoroughfares including Sun-
set Boulevard in Silver Lake 
and Fletcher Drive in Glas-
sell Park with medians, side-
walk repair, trees, and other 
amenities like bike racks and 
benches. In Silver Lake he said 
he is working on securing a 
small parking structure for the 

[REtAiL REAL EStAtE] 

Popularity 
Means Higher
Retail Rents 
By Ameera Butt
Ledger Contributing Writer

AtWAtER ViLLAGE—Rent is 
going up for a handful of local 
businesses. That’s the word on 
the street—or Glendale Bou-
levard that is.

Property experts say the 
street, considered a gateway 
from the Los Feliz and Silver 
Lake area to Glendale, has 
seen rising rents the last sev-
eral years. 

In 2010, local business 
owners began to notice that 
some of the staple women’s 
clothing and accessory bou-
tiques on Glendale Blvd. were 
closing their doors, like Move-
ments, at 3125 Glendale Blvd. 
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Corrections & 
Amplifications
In a Feb. 14th story on our 
website, we incorrectly 
identified the location of 
a fatal recent hit-and-run 
accident on Riverside 
Drive, south of Fletcher 
Drive, as being located 
in Atwater Village. The 
location was in Silver 
Lake. We regret the error.

[LETTER FROm THE PUBLISHER]

There is no 
new news 
on the mur-
der of Jo-
seph Gatto. 
Nearly four 

months after California State 
Assemblymember’s Mike Gat-
to’s father was slain while in 
his Silver Lake home, authori-
ties are still searching for the 
elder Gatto’s killer even after 
a $50,000 reward was offered 
last January for information 
leading to an arrest and con-
viction. 

The LAPD continues to 
ask those with any informa-
tion to call (213) 486-5910 or 
the LAPD’s crime hotline, 24 
hours a day, (877) 527-3247.

I realize I write a good 
deal about youth baseball 
fields at Crystal Springs in 
Griffith Park. That’s for three 
reasons: I care about children; 
as a former long-time youth 
baseball coach and commis-
sioner, I know, first-hand, the 
benefits children receive from 
youth sports and coaching; 

and finally, the issue is deeply 
personal as I have been at-
tacked both personally and 
professionally by some locals 
for my advocacy of the fields. 

I hope this may be the last 
time I have to write about “The 
Battle Over the Ballfields,”—
that was a Ledger front page 
headline in Dec. 2005—as 
the city’s Recreation and Parks 
five-panel Board of Commis-
sioners will decide on the issue 
March 5th. The board may ap-
prove or deny the project; ask 
for revisions to the city’s report 
on the project or pass on mak-
ing a decision altogether and 
kick the issue directly to the 
Los Angeles City Council for 
a vote. 

It’s my belief that if the 
Recreation and Parks Board 
of Commissioners votes 
“thumbs down” Los Angeles 
City Councilmember Tom 
LaBonge will use a bylaw in 
the City Charter to override 
the commission’s author-
ity and have the Los Angeles 
City Council have final say. 

If the City Council approves 
the project, I believe a lawsuit 
from those opposed will be 
filed against the city shortly 
thereafter.

So, in this month’s edi-
tion, I have shared my person-
al history about the “Battle” 
over the Ballfields. Spoiler 
Alert: it’s truly not about pic-
nic tables or trees. It’s about an 
ugly struggle for power in Los 
Feliz that has been ongoing for 
years. Please see more inside 
on pages 18 and 19. 

Additionally, I’ve created 
an 8-minute video on the is-
sue which can be viewed at 
http://w w w.youtube.com/
watch?v=QA5tIdK9mT4.
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FREE 
coffee cupping, every Friday at noon

•
LEARN 

home bru-ing classes

•
SEE 

local artwork 

•
WATCH 

local short films every month

1866 N. VERMONT AVENUE
CORNER OF FRANKLIN & VERMONT

FREE PARKING AND WI-FI FOR BRU CUSTOMERS

www.brucoffeebar.com

20% off 
purchase 
with coupon - expires 6/15/14

good for coffee and tea only

Los Feliz BiD Renewal Hearing 
March 4th
By Allison B. Cohen

As the Los Feliz Vil-
lage Improvement District 
(LFVBID) receives new offi-
cers from its December elec-
tion (see losfelizledger.com) 
the city of Los Angeles will 
conduct the last phase of the 
LFVBID’s renewal process—a 
public hearing, March 4th. 

According to the LFVBID’s 
2014 proposed budget has been 
set at $78,350. Funding for the 
LFVBID comes from taxes to 
businesses in Los Feliz ranging 
from $100 to $550 annually 
based on the businesses’  num-
ber of employees. In their pro-
posal to the city, the LFVBID 
anticipated 2014 spending as 
follows: $24,000 for cleaning 
and trash collection; $16,000 

for tree trimming; $7,240 for 
their website, newsletters and 
a membership directory; and 
$21,409 for marketing and 
public relations, including 
$10,000 for the LFVBID’s an-
nual street fair.

The 2013 street fair, ac-
cording to LFVBID board-
members, brought in just over 
$73,200, but cost between 
$110,000 - $120,000 to stage. 
Additionally, the LFVBID 
indicated last fall they owed 
more money than they had.

The hearing starts at 
10:00 a.m. in the John Ferraro 
Council Chamber in Room 
340 at City Hall. 

Hayley Fox contributed to 
this story.

Franklin Hills Seeks to Expand Boundaries
By Allison B. Cohen

FRANKLIN HILLS—The 
Franklin Hills Resident’s As-
soc. is asking the city of Los 
Angeles to expand its bound-
aries northward to where Tal-
madge and Tracy streets in-
tersect, creating another 195 
households for the neighbor-
hood. Currently the associa-
tion has 390 households.

According to president, 
Chris Boutelle, the expansion 
was requested as the associa-
tion has and continues to work 
in the area in the proposed ex-
pansion area with work such 
as landscaping medians and 
reclaiming the area under the 
Shakespeare bridge making it 
into a garden.

“We thought we could ex-
pand to help that area that we 
already do work for anyway,” 
said Boutelle.

Included in the proposed 
new area would be streets such 
as Holly Knoll Drive, Myra 
Avenue, Monon Street, New-
dale Drive and Lyric Avenue 
north of Franklin Avenue. 

Author Stephen Gee to Speak on 
L.A. Architect John Parkinson
HiLLHURSt AVENUE—Ste-
phen Gee, author of the newly 
published book, “Iconic Vi-
sion: John Parkinson, Ar-
chitect of Los Angeles,” will 
speak at the Architecture and 
Beyond Lecture Series, Thurs., 
March 13th from 6:45 p.m. to 
7:45 p.m. at the Los Feliz Li-
brary, 1874 Hillhurst Ave.

Parkinson, whose archi-
tectural works define Los 
Angeles, was responsible for 

more than 400 of the city’s 
buildings, 50 of which remain 
in downtown Los Angeles, in-
cluding City Hall, the Memo-
rial Coliseum, Grand Central 
Market and Union Station.

The free lectures are sup-
ported by the Friends of the Los 
Feliz Library and merchants of 
the Los Feliz Village Business 
Improvement District.

For information, call 
(323) 913-4710. 

The Little Knittery “Yarn Crawl” 
Once again Glendale Boule-
vard’s “The Little Knittery,” 
will participate in the 3rd an-
nual “Yarn Crawl,” April 3rd 
thru 6th.  Thirty knitting 
shops are participating, located 
from Santa Monica, to Atwater 

Village to Claremont, among 
others. The four-day event en-
courages knitters to visit the 
participating shops for special 
events. 

Visit YarnCrawlLA.com 
for more information. 
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3178 Glendale Boulevard,  Los Angeles, CA 90039   

323.906.0088    www.pilatesmetro.com

Visit us online for our March Intro Special.   
                  Save over $50!

facebook.com/grandparklosangeles
@grandpark_la

FOR MORE INFO / PARA MÁS INFORMACIÓN 
grandparkla.org

Grand Park is the place to see, hear and read from the largest coalition of Los Angeles-based 
authors and publishers in a day for book lovers both big and small.

Blumenfield and Iris Zuniga 
has been tasked with studying 
the ballfields project which 
is opposed by some due to 
the relocation of seven picnic 
tables and the removal—and 
replanting—of approximately 
40 trees. 

The ballfields would be 
the first youth sized diamonds 
in Griffith Park, which ser-
vices 14 elementary and four 
middle schools nearby. 

Los Angeles City Coun-
cilmember Tom LaBonge has 

pushed for the project since 
2005. Fellow councilmember 
Mitch O’Farrell has recently 
said he has not taken a posi-
tion on the project, although 
it has been reported since last 
November he supported it. 

Also at the March 5th 
hearing, the issue of whether 
to construct a permanent stage 
at the park’s “Old Zoo” area 
for the local Symphony in the 
Glen and Independent Shake-
speare Co. will also be heard. 
Some have opposed that proj-
ect as well due to the removal 

of picnic tables. 
The city was allocated 

Prop. K funding for the 
$950,000 baseball fields in 
2010. Prop. K is a voter-ap-
proved measure to create more 
recreational space for Los An-
geles children. 

To read an editorial and 
for more information on this 
issue see pages 18 and 19. 

BASEBALL from page 1Beachwood Seeks Relief from 
Visitor Crush
By Ryan White, Ledger Contributing Writer

BEACHWOOD CANYON—
Resident Sarajane Schwartz 
has seen changes over the 35 
years she’s called Beachwood 
Canyon home. But nothing 
compares to the last three, 
when she said the neighbor-
hood has been under near-con-
stant siege by GPS-wielding 
tourists seeking views using 
their phone’s GPS mapping, to 
find the Hollywood sign and 
access to Griffith Park’s trails.

With the visitors bring 
problems: long lines of traffic 
clogging narrow canyon roads, 
pedestrians walking down the 
middle of streets with no side-
walks, and impromptu picnics 
along otherwise quiet streets 
and homeowners’ yards. 

Schwartz says tourists regu-
larly ask her for water or to 
use her home’s bathroom. Less 
gracious visitors have been 
spotted urinating in front 
yards, she said. 

“This whole place is like 
Disneyland, except they 
wouldn’t allow this is in Dis-
neyland because there’s no 
supervision,” said Schwartz, 
calling Beachwood Drive “a 
mile-long parking lot.”

Beachwood Canyon resi-
dents hope a series of preferen-
tial parking districts (PPDs)—
permit zones that limit who 
can park on a given street—
will bring some relief on streets 
such as Hollyridge, Deronda 

see BEACHWOOD page 5

Advertise in the
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Featuring more than 250 exquisite items of beadwork, quillwork, and moose-hair embroidery, this 
exhibition explores an artistic tradition that has persisted for centuries and continues to thrive in 
Native communities today.

4700 Western Heritage Way • Los Angeles, CA 90027-1462 • 323.667.2000 • TheAutry.org

Sponsored in part by: 

The E. L. and Ruth B. Shannon
   Family Foundation

With additional support from: 

Henry Luce Foundation
Paloheimo Foundation

A special thank-you to: 

Estate of Anna J. Moore 
The Reed Foundation  
Lora A. and Robert U. Sandroni

Detail: Ojibwe breechcloth, 1885. Gift of Miss Donna Held. Southwest Museum of the American Indian Collection, Autry National Center; 1911.G.3

Related Events 

Join the Autry for beading workshops, scholarly 
seminars, and other programs related to Floral Journey. 
For details, visit TheAutry.org/FloralJourney.

Autry National Center @theautry

At the Autry in Griffith Park

March 15, 2014–April 26, 2015

Jeffrey Bert. “And that’s to me 
the most disturbing, on the 
moral level [and what is] so 
maddening… is how could 
somebody not stop.”

In February, a man cross-
ing Riverside Drive, near 
Home Restaurant in Silver 
Lake, was killed after being 
hit by two different vehicles, 
according to a statement from 
the LAPD. After being struck 
by the first car he was left lying 
on the pavement, police offi-
cials said. A second car then 
crashed into him and dragged 
him a short distance. Neither 
driver stopped to identify 
themselves or help the victim. 

Currently, police have few 
leads, but LAPD Det. Felix Pa-
dilla said they were looking for a 
black 2012 Kia Borrego–based 
on evidence found at the scene. 

Although this was the 
first fatal hit-and-run death in 
Northeast Division for more 
than a year, there were about 

nine accidents in 2013 that re-
sulted in severe injuries. 

One of the most serious 
recent hit-and-runs happened 
last year in February, when 
bicyclist Damian Kevitt was 
hit near Griffith Park and 
dragged almost a quarter mile 
down the Interstate 5 Freeway. 
He was left with multiple bro-
ken bones and his leg had to 
be amputated leg. The suspect 
in the case is still at large. 

Police say they have heard 
all sorts of excuses for hit-and-
run drivers. Some say they 
didn’t know they hit something, 
or were unaware they were sup-
posed to stop. Others claim they 
were scared to pull over because 
they didn’t have a license, or 
they weren’t citizens and didn’t 
want to get deported. 

“All these things really, 
they pale in comparison to 
what the law will do to some-
body who is involved in a hit 
and run,” said Bert. “The sen-
tences are much greater for the 

person who just runs.”
Hit and runs account for 

about half of all traffic collisions 
in the Northeast. This division 
has more hit and runs then any 
other in Central Traffic Divi-
sion, which encompasses neigh-
borhoods from South L.A. to 
Downtown. 

Bert attributes Northeast’s 
high collision rates to the 
sheer size of his division. At 
about 30 square miles, there 
is a lot of ground for residents 
to cover—in cars, on bikes 
and in public transit. Many of 
the neighborhoods are in the 
process of gentrifying as well, 
which can mean disruptive 
construction on main thor-
oughfares, he said.

According to LAPD’s Felix 
Padilla, a detective with LAPD’s 
traffic division, the Northeast 
division has some clear prob-
lem areas, especially along busy 
thoroughfares such as Riverside 
Dr. and Los Feliz Blvd. 

Padilla said Los Feliz Bou-

levard has a lot of rear-end col-
lisions during the stop-and-go 
of rush hour; then after the 
traffic dies down and the sun 
sets, it “turns into a race track,” 
ushering in a whole other type 
of accident. 

Extra officers are often 
dispatched, he said, to inter-
sections that are deemed risky, 
such as York and Figueroa 
streets, and San Fernando 
Road and Fletcher Drive.

But it can be difficult to 
track down hit-and-run sus-
pects and the city’s overall 
solve rate is “very low,” police 
said. 

As a result, police con-
tinue to rely on enforce-
ment—writing tickets for 
those speeding or driving 
recklessly—as one way to re-
duce accidents. Making the 
roads safer through engineer-
ing and educating the public 
on the right way to respond 
to a collision are also part of 
the LAPD’s approach. 

HIT-AND-RUNS from page 1BEACHWOOD from page 4

see BEACHWOOD page 6

and Ledgewood drives. 
Residents of Beachwood 

Canyon’s upper reaches, 
known as Hollywoodland, say 
new city measures to control 
traffic and congestion are also 
sorely needed.

“[T]his gridlock issue has 
escalated, yet it's not a holiday, 
and it's going on during the 
week,” said Fran Reichenbach, 
Beachwood Canyon Neigh-
borhood Association board 
member, in an email. 

But Schwartz and some 
of her neighbors say the park-
ing restrictions are little more 
than a band-aid. 

“The PPDs are a very re-
luctant solution,” she said. “No 
one here loves them, but we’re 
reluctantly doing it because it’s 
so dangerous up here.” 

Local resident Christine 
O’Brien, former president of 
the Hollywoodland Home-
owners Assoc., said pedestrians 
are often oblivious to traffic. 

“They walk two or three 
abreast, walking with traffic,” 
she said. “You have to start cit-
ing some of these people.”

Shutting down the Hol-
lyridge lot and trailhead at the 
end Beachwood Drive – some 
residents say the trailhead’s 
small gravel parking lot was in-
stalled illegally in 2002 without 
proper public hearings and en-
vironmental reviews – would be 
music to the ears of some Beach-
wood residents.

“If we do this together, the 
fact that there is no access to 
Griffith Park from Beachwood 
Canyon and almost zero legal 
parking available in the area will 
spread like the wildfire from a 
carelessly tossed cigarette butt,” 
the area’s recent neighborhood 
newsletter wrote. 

Los Angeles City Coun-
cilmember Tom LaBonge, 
whose district includes the 
Beachwood area, said when 
he first started hiking the area 
in 1978, he would see five cars 
parked near the Hollyridge 
trailhead at sunrise. 

“Now, on most days, es-
pecially weekends, the park-
ing lot is filled at sunrise with 
cars,” LaBonge said. “People 
want to hike and exercise.”

While LaBonge said he 
is not fond of shutting the 
trailhead access, he said he 
has spoken with the Los An-
geles Dept. of Recreation and 
Parks about possibly closing 
the trailhead area during peak 
hours, say from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m., from spring break on 
through the summer. 

But according to Raul 
Leon, senior park mainte-
nance supervisor, he wasn’t 
aware of any imminent trail-
head closures for the site. 

Other ideas include a des-
ignated vista point for tourists 
seeking views of the sign, or a 
shuttle from a metro station 
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tiny Residential Avocado Street Becoming Los Feliz’s ‘indy 500’
By Jessica Ogilvie, Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELiZ—The intersec-
tion of Avocado Street and 
Hillhurst Avenue—and the 
stretch of Avocado between 
Hillhurst and Common-
wealth avenues—is becom-
ing increasingly dangerous 
for pedestrians. As people 
continue to be injured there, 
the Los Feliz Neighborhood 
Council (LFNC) is begin-
ning to work towards getting 
the city’s attention to make 
the area safer. 

Last Jan. 21st an elderly 
woman was hit by a speeding 
car making a right hand turn 
onto Avocado from Hillhurst 
and nearly gravely injured. 
Last December, a bicyclist re-
quired the help of paramedics 
after being struck by a vehicle 
at Commonwealth and Avo-
cado in a similar fashion. 

Many drivers use residen-
tial Avocado Street as a cut-
through to avoid traffic on 
heavily congested Los Feliz 
Blvd., located a ½ block north.

In 2011, the (LFNC) re-
quested Los Angeles City 
Councilmember Tom La-
Bonge for a traffic study of the 
Avocado Street and Hillhurst 
Avenue intersection, indicat-
ing in a letter, written by then 
president Ron Ostrow, “that 
cars have been observed to tra-
verse this narrow, family-with-
children populated [Avocado 
Street] at over 60-miles-per 
hour. In other words,” the let-
ter said, “these cars are flying.”

“At one of the 2013 may-
oral debates, candidate Wendy 
Greuel got big props from the 
crowd when she lambasted 
[the Los Angeles Dept. of 
Transportation’s] unwritten 
policy that some sort of ve-

hicular accident has to hap-
pen first, before they can do 
anything. I hope that’s not the 
case here,” said LFNC board 
member Mark Mauceri. 

In January, Los Feliz Ledger 
publisher Allison Cohen once 
again raised the issue to the 
LFNC after the recent Jan. 21st 
incident. The Ledger offices are 
on Hillhurst at Avocado Street, 
and according to Cohen, she 
sees speeding cars daily along 
the small residential street.

According to current 
LFNC president Linda Dem-
mers, when the issue was once 
gain brought before the board 
after receipt of Cohen’s letter, 
all boardmembers agreed that 
the intersection was incredibly 
unsafe. 

“I brought it forward and 
everybody in the meeting said 
holy cow that is one of the 
worst locations in the neigh-
borhood,” she said. It’s totally 
recognized that it’s completely 
unsafe.”

Demmers noted that upon 
hearing about the issue again, 
she promptly forwarded the 
matter to the LFNC’s public 
safety committee, their trans-
portation committee, and to a 
representative of City Council 
District 4. But even so, she says, 
many members of the neighbor-
hood council aren’t convinced 
that anything will be done. 

“My transportation chair 
met with DOT, and she was 
told that ‘unless there’s a safety 
issue, we don’t do anything,’” 
she said. “DOT doesn’t care 
about speeding in the neigh-
borhoods.” 

According to Jonathan 
Hui, a spokesperson for DOT, 
a request had been made to the 

city in the past regarding the 
intersection of Avocado and 
Commonwealth, but to no 
avail. In an email, Hui noted 
that on Nov. 21st of last year, a 
resident named K. Marie Bow-
ers submitted a request for a 
traffic signal be installed there.

“The request was denied,” 

he wrote, “because it doesn’t 
meet the warrants for a traffic 
signal. There are no other proj-
ects planned on this street.” 

The LFNC’s Demmers, 
for her part, plans to bring the 
issue up again at the March 
LFNC board meeting, at 
which a representative from 

DOT will likely be present.  
“I’m going to say, ‘who 

works on this?” she said. 
“What’s happening? Have you 
looked at this?’” 

To see videos of speeding and 
rolling stops along Avocado, 
visit: losfelizledger.com

up through Beachwood to re-
duce traffic, the latter of which 
residents adamantly oppose. 

 “Personally, I believe in 
the park system and that peo-
ple [should] have access to it,” 
LaBonge said. “But you got to 
have balance, and right now 
it’s not balanced.”

LaBonge has requested a 
report—expected in March—
from several city departments 
on possible traffic and safety 
improvements for the area. 

As dusk approached on 
a recent Monday evening, a 
stream of cars, many with 
out-of-state plates, idled 
or searched for parking on 
Beachwood, as a large “LOT 
FULL” sign sat in the middle 
of the street near the Hollyr-
idge trailhead gate.

Local resident O’Brien 
says the promotion of the Hol-
lywood sign by the tourism 
and entertainment industries 

are also partly to blame. 
“When you allow a com-

pany to film and show the sign 
as its background and millions 
and millions of people see 
that, it gives the message you 
can go there, you can drive 
there, you can be there, and 
the hell with the surrounding 
neighborhood, the hell with 
the environment,” she said.

Some residents, are still 
weighing possible legal action 
to pressure the city to address 
what they consider environ-
mental and safety violations in-
cluding traffic-induced delays 
for emergency vehicles, as well 
as the potential for a cigarette 
to ignite the drought-stricken 
hills surrounding the homes.

“It’s just a matter of time 
before there’s going to be a 
horrible, horrible, tragedy up 
here,” resident Schwartz said. 
“The city has been warned. It’s 
negligent that they’re allowing 
this condition to happen.”

BEACHWOOD from page 5
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Los Angeles Breakfast Club
Join us Wednesdays at 7 – 9 am 

Upcoming speakers and programs...

Mar. 5:  “History of New Orleans Mardi Gras/Audio-
Visual + Doug Legacy playing Zydeco music on his 
Accordion”

Mar. 12:  Saul Jacobs and Bob Lipson, USC Emeriti  
College - “Broadway’s Second Golden Age” 

Mar. 19:  LABC Member, Bob DeWees - “Journeys in 
Japan”  

Mar. 26:  Natasha Prime, Founder and Director,  
The Place - “All Young People Deserve A Safe Place to 
Grow into Socially and Emotionally Healthy Adults”   

Friendship Auditorium
3201 Riverside Dr. (1/4 mi. so. of Los Feliz Bl.)

For upcoming programs, 
see www.LABreakfastClub.com 
or call (323) 662-1191

re-landscape then it does to 
keep them properly watered in 
the midst of a drought. 

Last year was the driest 
on record for the state as a 
whole, as well as for Los Ange-
les with only 3.6 inches of rain 
recorded. Although the spat-
tering of rain in February was 
a welcome respite to the dry 
conditions, it didn’t do much 
yet to bolster 2014’s rainfall 
numbers.  

Another dry season, 2006 

into 2007 only had 3.2 inches 
of rainfall. A fire in Griffith 
Park, in May of 2007, burned 
900 acres.

In January, Gov. Jerry 
Brown declared a drought 
emergency in the state and 
asked all residents to reduce 
their water use by 20%.

But many Angelenos are 
already well versed in mini-
mizing water use through ba-
sic household changes, such as 

opting for more efficient appli-
ances and fixing leaky toilets 
or pipes. 

The Los Angeles Dept. of 
Water and Power has also long 
offered incentives for residents 
who replace their water-thirsty 
lawns, with succulents and 
gravel. 

At a February press confer-
ence, Mayor Eric Garcetti an-
nounced that residents would 
now receive $2 for every square 
foot of grass they trade in for 
drought-friendly landscaping. 

Since the city’s last dry spell in 
2007, Los Angeles residents have 
cut water use by about 17%, he 
said, but he added conservation 
wasn’t enough.

 “It’s another beautiful day 
here in Los Angeles. Unfortu-
nately it’s another beautiful 
day here in Los Angeles,” said 
Garcetti, tongue-in-cheek, 
at the February media event. 
“We never thought we’d be 
asking for more bad weather.”

DROUGHT from page 1

Suspect Alleged with Stealing 
Packages Arrested

FRANKLIN HILLS—In Febru-
ary a suspect who has been al-
legedly stealing packages from 
local doorsteps since the fall 
was arrested, according to the 
Franklin Hills Resident’s As-
sociation.

According to the associa-
tion, a large amount of stolen 
property has been recovered as 

in now available at the LAPD’s 
“Property” division in down-
town Los Angeles. 

Police are encouraging 
anyone that may have had a 
delivery from FedEX, UPS, 
ebay or Amazon that you did 
not receive, to contact North-
east Burglary detectives at 
(323) 344-5762.

in January, Gov. Jerry Brown declared 

a drought emergency in the state 

and asked all residents to reduce 

their water use by 20%.
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For official rules and more information, please visit
ExperienceSimplicity.com

Prizes are subject to availability.

Open a Simplicity Bank checking account and use your debit card 
for a chance to win an amazing experience of your choice, every 
single week! 

Experience Simplicity.
Experience Extraordinary

0145_SBCA_Checking_Npaper_LosFelizLedger_10x8_Extraordinary.indd   1 1/13/14   10:36 AM

 ✚ 24 Hour RN coverage
 ✚ 7 days a week therapy  

PT, OT, ST
 ✚ Wound care

 ✚ Case management services
 ✚ Nutritional services
 ✚ Respiratory care services
 ✚ Respite care services

Our Mission statement: 
“To provide with the highest integrity and quality, 

compassionate and effective health care services in 
the communities in which we serve.”

Country Villa Los Feliz
3002 Rowena Avenue, Silver Lake

CountryVillaHealth.com
Call for info and tour: 

(323) 666-1544

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ CMS rated facility

neighborhood, to help allevi-
ate parking issues. 

As chair on the Los Ange-
les City Council Committee 
on Arts, Parks, Health, Ag-
ing and the River, along with 
Mayor Garcetti, O’Farrell is 
leading an expansive river re-
vitalization project through 
the Army Corps of Engineers, 
advocating for the city on a 
federal level with support from 
representatives in Congress, 
Senate, the Obama adminis-
tration and the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

And in legislation that 
might define this first term 
citywide, O’Farrell will pres-
ent an affordable housing ini-
tiative with District 7 Coun-
cilmember Felipe Fuentes, 
addressing a complex issue 
fumbled by former mayor An-
tonio Villaraigosa more than 
a decade ago and later aban-
doned. 

Taking a seat in his City 
Hall office, of which he’s still in 
the process of moving into, he 
looked comfortable in the part 
wearing a well fitting char-
coal grey suit, a gold tie with 
a matching pocket square, his 
salt-and-pepper beard and hair 
trimmed cleanly. 

Thinking back on his doz-
en years as a community activ-

ist in Glassell Park and then a 
staff member to his predeces-
sor and now mayor, Garcetti, 
he said since assuming this 
role last July his perspective 
has been less street-level and 
“more up at the 30,000 feet 
level of the district.”

“That’s the difference,” he 
said. “I see the whole district 
now with a broader lens [than] 
when I was responsible for just 
the projects or just the neigh-
borhoods I was responsible 
for.”

O’Farrell ran last year in 
a highly contested race, facing 
off in the city’s runoff election 
against labor-supported for-
mer Public Works Commis-
sioner John Choi and defeat-
ing him soundly despite being 
outspent almost 2-to-1. 

Speaking with communi-
ty leaders around the district, 
O’Farrell’s first months in of-
fice have been widely praised.

In Echo Park, where 
O’Farrell is moving his field 
office, President of the Greater 
Echo Park Elysian Neighbor-
hood Council Ari Bessendorf 
said, “Mitch is doing great. 
He’s keyed into what’s going 
on, he comes to the impor-
tant meetings, the people love 
him… He’s been very respon-
sive.” 

President of the Echo Park 

Chamber of Commerce, who 
goes by the name KamranV, 
said he was impressed by the 
“Business Community Lead-
ership Breakfast” O’Farrell 
hosted last August where sev-
eral Echo Park businesses pro-
vided guidance for a CD13 
“road map” focusing on key 
issues such as permitting and 
compliance. 

He said, “[O’Farrell’s] fo-
cus on quality of life improve-
ments and safety in Echo Park 
is especially important to our 
members’ business growth.”

In Atwater Village, both 

neighborhood council co-
chairs Courtney Morris and 
Torin Dunnavant spoke fa-
vorably of O’Farrell’s atten-
tion to their community needs 
including beatification and 
quality of life projects such as 
planning several tree plant-
ings, neighborhood cleanups 
and building a bike corral on 
Glendale Boulevard. And to 
larger issues like the Los An-
geles River Revitalization Plan 
and weighing in at the Hyper-
ion Bridge public hearings. 

“I think Mitch is definite-
ly creating a presence here in 

Atwater Village,” said Morris. 
“It’s nice to get so much face 
time with your councilmem-
ber and his staff. . . . I person-
ally feel like we have an ally 
in making Atwater Village a 
great place to live.”

Neighborhood advocate 
Alexander De Ocampo, who 
ran against O’Farrell in CD4’s 
2013 election, said he feels 
O’Farrell is doing a “fantas-
tic” job. De Ocampo noted, 
particularly, O’Farrell’s neigh-
borhood meetings and street 
walks as crucial to leading 

O’FARRELL from page 1

see O’FARRELL page 10
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such as diverse district. 
O’Farrell is “listening to 

everyone,” he said, “that’s the 
most important and valuable 
asset that he is doing within 
his office…”There’s always 
room for improvement but 
I think he’s really doing the 
work that needs to be done in 
the neighborhood, reaching 
out, building coalitions, re-
ally listening to the needs of 
the district,” said De Ocampo. 
“I’m giving him some very 
good high marks.”

O’Farrell has not, howev-
er, been without his detractors. 

According to Silver Lake 
Neighborhood Councilmem-
ber Charles Herman-Wurm-
feld, people are “disappoint-
ed” that the councilmember 
has “persisted in support” for 
the Glendale Boulevard Cor-
ridor gang injunction in Echo 
Park, “when crime is at an all-
time low.” 

Herman-Wurmfeld said 
he hoped O’Farrell would 
reverse his position. But, he 
praised O’Farrell’s champi-
oning a transformation of 
the Silver Lake Reservoir for 
“creative, ecological and recre-
ational purpose.” 

“Even more, generally, 
O’Farrell seems to continue 

to be interested in making 
our spaces more sacred — the 
river, the reservoir, and new 
parks and green spaces be-
yond — so that’s good,” said 

Herman-Wurmfeld.
O’Farrell’s support for 

the Millennium Hollywood 
project has followed in his 
predecessor Garcetti’s foot-
steps and brought similar un-
popularity from opponents 
in the neighborhood and 
hills to the north that fall out 
of his district.

But O’Farrell stresses the 
restrictions he’s negotiated on 
the projects, such as height re-
straints, he says make it more 
appropriate for the area. 

“[My constituents under-

stand] I’m a deliberate, inde-
pendent thinker and at the 
end of the day I base my deci-
sions on logic and what’s best 
for the district, whatever the 

neighborhood is.”
Regarding the conten-

tious issue of youth baseball 
fields in Griffith Park at Crys-

tal Springs, O’Farrell said he 
supports at least one ballfield 
at the site but he wants to 
make sure the adult sized di-
amond—“Pote Field”—is be-
ing fully utilized as well. 

He said, along with the 
Atwater Village Neighbor-
hood Council, he does not 
support youth ballfields at 
the proposed alternative site 
North Atwater Park.

The fields at Crystal 
Springs are not in O’Farrell’s 
district, but the issue does af-
fect his constituents in Atwa-
ter Village, Silver Lake and 
Hollywood.

Additionally, in January, 
O’Farrell was appointed vice 
chair of the Ad Hoc Com-
mittee on the Entertainment 
Industry. He had spoken out 
about the need for such a com-
mittee to stem the city’s run-
away film and television pro-

duction during his campaign 
and said he plans to approach 
the issue locally, regionally 
and statewide. 

The committee will bring 
in leading professionals across 
all aspects of the entertainment 
industry, he said, “hear them 
out, take their suggestions seri-
ously and synthesize best prac-
tices. . . and [roll] out a policy 
in real changes.” “It’s going to 
be challenging, he said. 

Still early in his position, 
O’Farrell does not seem ad-
verse to facing difficult issues. 

“At the end of the day,” he 
said, speaking of himself and 
his staff, “we all want to be use-
ful to the service of the 13th.”

Readers note: Visit 
losfelizledger.com to see 
what others are saying 
about O’Farrell’s first 
months in office. 

O’FARRELL from page 8

“[my constituents understand] I’m a 

deliberate, independent thinker and 

at the end of the day i base my decisions 

on logic and what’s best for the district, 

whatever the neighborhood is.”
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and Violet Willow, 3127 Glen-
dale Blvd. a few months later. 

Atwater Village has be-
come one of the popular neigh-
borhoods not only to move to, 
but also where to conduct busi-
ness, according to Clint Luke-
ns, owner and broker of Clint 
Lukens Realty, a commercial 
real estate firm in Silver Lake. 

“I would say over the last 
decade Atwater Village has just 
gotten more and more popu-
lar, and more and more great 
businesses have moved in. Be-
cause of supply and demand, 
their rents have gone up at least 
50% or more depending on the 
property,” he said. 

Thousand Fabrics, a long 
time mainstay in Atwater, first 
on Glendale Blvd. and then 
most recently on Edenhurst 
Ave., closed in January and re-
opened again, but this time a 
few blocks east. 

Rent is cheaper the farther 
east you go, said Lukens. “At-
water has much more cache 

and value than the area of 
Glendale adjacent,” he said. 

One business owner, who 
didn’t want to be named, said 
his rent hadn’t increased yet 
but his lease contract was up 
soon. The business owner said 
his new landlord, since 2010, 
has been raising rents. 

Lease rates for commercial 
properties along Glendale and 
Los Feliz boulevards, which 10 
years ago would rent for $1 to 
$1.50 a foot, are now double 
that, to $3 a foot, for basic retail 
space, according to Lukens. 

Business owner Elizabeth 
Halpern, co-owner of The 
Juice on Glendale Boulevard, 
said her business might be part 
of the reason rent is rising. 

She called her rent “rea-
sonable,” adding it was still 
twice as much as she and 
co-owner Melissa Cronkhite 
wanted to pay. 

Andy Hasroun, president 
of the Atwater Chamber of 
Commerce, has seen the area 
change since he first purchased 

property for his two business-
es: 55 Degree Wine shop and 
Link-N-Hops. 

Around 2003, Hasroun 
said property owners started 
charging about $3.50 a foot 
for property across from him 
on Glendale Boulevard while 
everyone else was charging $1 
a foot. Now, he says Atwater 
Village has changed into a 
spot where everyone—outsid-
ers included—want to invest. 

“This is the new place for 
superstars to live in. It’s low 
profile. It has that village feel 
to it and it has that young pro-
fessional ambiance [for the] 
young professional with… a 
family,” Hasroun said.

He, like Lukens, added 
it’s also a matter of supply and 
demand. 

“Things are changing for 
the better and you’re going 
to have quality tenants and 
[Glendale Boulevard] is going 
to be a gathering for the com-
munity… for the neighbor-
hood,” Hasroun said.

RENTS from page 190068 median Sales Prices Up 94% 
Compared to Last Year
By Bruce Haring, Ledger Real Estate Reporter

The beginning of the year 
in the local residential housing 
market is getting rave reviews, 
and at least one realtor is look-
ing for a repeat of last year’s 
strong sales patterns.

“Consumer confidence is 
up,” said Candace Kentopian, 
a realtor with Coldwell Bank-
er in Los Feliz. “The economy 
seems to be at a stable place 
that we have been waiting for.”

Dorothy Carter, with 
Keller Williams’s luxury home 
division in Los Feliz, says “2014 
opened with a bang, much like 
the previous year where we had 
a strong spring and then a very 
good rest of the year. My expec-
tation is that we will follow that 
same pattern.”

According to DQNews, 
of La Jolla, CA, in the 90027 
zip code, six houses were sold 
in January for a median price 

of $1.1 million, an increase of 
25.7% year-over-year. Two con-
dos sold for a median price of 
$499,000, up 10.9% year-over-
year.

In Silver Lake (90039) 
13 houses sold in January at a 
median price of $705,000, up 
23.7% from the same time last 
year. Two condos sold at a me-
dian price of $519,000, down 
50.6% year-over-year, likely a 
statistical aberration.

In Echo Park (90026), 
eight homes sold for a $684,000 
median, up 10.3% year-over-
year. No condominium infor-
mation was available.  

In Hollywood’s 90068 
zip code, 22 houses were sold 
in January at a median price 
of $1.225 million, up a whop-
ping 94.4%. Two condos were 
sold for a median of $384,000, 
down 4.7% year-to-year.
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3956 STONE CANYON AVE., SHERMAN OAKS $969,000
3Bd/2.5Ba Mid-Century Traditional with pool, spa, den & dual-sided fpl south of Ventura Bl. MY 
BUYER PREVAILED OVER 5 OTHER OFFERS IN A MULTIPLE-OFFER BIDDING WAR 2 WEEKS BEFORE 
CHRISTMAS….SUPPOSEDLY THE DEADEST TIME OF THE YEAR IN REAL ESTATE. LOL.  
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• 37 years sales + marketing experience
• 22-year Los Feliz resident
• Former boardmember Los Feliz Improvement Assoc.

M I C H A E L
T U N I C K

323.646.3893
www.michaeltunick.com

[HYPERION BRIDGE REmAKE] 

Bikers Satisfied But What’s more Important: 
Car Lanes or Sidewalks?
By Ameera Butt, Ledger Contributing Writer

AtWAtER ViLLAGE—What’s 
more important? Four lanes 
for traffic across the Glendale 
Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue 
Bridge between Silver Lake 
and Atwater? Or more side-
walks for pedestrians?

Due to a required seismic 
refitting, the bridge now has 
the opportunity to be re-en-
visioned. Already, bike paths 
will certainly be added.

Currently, the bridge has 
four total lanes for traffic and 
a narrow, steep sidewalk for 
pedestrians. But three various 
options are now being dis-
cussed, including reducing the 
lanes for cars; adding an ad-
ditional sidewalk and adding 
bike lanes.

Last month, the Los An-
geles Bureau of Engineering 
presented three preliminary 
options for the $50 million 
proposed project. 

The first option would 
have four lanes of traffic; one 
sidewalk for pedestrians; bike 
lanes on both sides that nar-
row under the Waverly Bridge; 
and a median, according to 
Deborah Weintraub, interim 
Los Angeles city engineer.

The second option would 
have three car lanes in and out 
of Atwater Village; a sidewalk 
on one side; bike lanes on both 
sides—

 that narrow under the 
Waverly Bridge—a buffer 
zone; and a median. 

Option three, like option 
two, would have three lanes in 
an out of Atwater; sidewalks 
and bike lanes on both sides 
of the bridge and and median. 
It is the only option with side-
walks and bike lanes on both 
sides of the bridge. 

The project is vital to 
Atwater Village because the 
bridge is a major connector for 
the community, bringing in 
customers to local businesses, 
commuters, cars, bicyclists 

and traffic. 
Some Atwater Village 

residents, business owners and 
community members say they 
prefer option one that keeps 
the four current traffic lanes. 
Anything else, they say, would 
create a headache of traffic 
congestion. 

“We need to make the 
right decision,” said Sergio 
Lambarri chair of the Atwater 
Village Neighborhood Coun-
cil’s Government Relations 
Committee. 

Last fall, there was uproar 
from the public when the city 
unveiled an initial plan that 
lacked any bike lanes and only 
had a single sidewalk. Others 
cried foul learning traffic lanes 
may be reduced. 

“Reducing [the bridge] 
down to three lanes does not 
make any sense to me,” the 
AVNC’s Lambarri said. 

At a recent AVNC com-
mittee meeting, community 
members had a chance to 
speak out. 

For Netty Carr, a board-
member with the Friends of 
Atwater Village, the only vi-
able option is #1, keeping the 
four lanes of traffic. 

“We are a very small com-
munity, half a mile big,” she 
said. “We’re kind of a cross 
roads community and a thor-
oughfare. We have a lot of 
traffic.”

 “We have to have a bal-
anced approach here,” she said 
referring to 22 different mer-
chants on Glendale Boulevard 
who fear the reduction of traf-
fic lanes would negatively im-
pact their businesses. 

As a result, the city’s Bu-
reau of Engineering will over-
see a traffic study of the bridge, 
according to Weintraub.

“That will help us answer 
what capacity for vehicles 
we really need on the bridge. 
I’m really waiting to get hard 

data,” Weintraub said. 
The study will take two to 

three months to conduct. 
Meanwhile, the city is 

waiting to hear back from 
the federal government for an 
extension request on partial 
funding for the project, which 
is due to lapse in March. If the 
extension is approved, Wein-
traub said construction would 
begin in early 2016. 

Currently, Los Angeles 
City Councilmember Mitch 
O’Farrell, who represents the 
area, has not taken an official 
position on which option he 
supports. 

However, he did create 
an advisory committee com-
posed of representatives from 
Silver Lake and Atwater Vil-
lage including bike advocates, 
community members and lo-
cal officials to weigh in on the 
project.

What O’Farrell has said 
is the bridge needs to have the 
right balance to make it safe 
for bicyclists and pedestrians. 

“The reality is the [bridge] 
is still a major commuter thor-
oughfare between Glendale 
and the city of Los Angeles,” 
he said. “The good news is it’s 
big enough to multi-modal.” 

According to Los Ange-
les City Councilmember Tom 
LaBonge, who represents the 
nearby areas of Griffith Park 
and Los Feliz, if there were a 
reduction in traffic lanes, it 
would have a negative impact 
on the community. 

“It’s a truck route,” La-
Bonge said. “What we have to 
do is [have] a balanced blend. 
If we do take out traffic lanes, 
it does reduce capacity and 
causes congestion. We already 
have congestion all the way to 
Fountain Avenue.”

When the initial plan 
from the city was first unveiled 
last fall, bike advocates weren’t 
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Bye-Bye Open House Signage Clutter
By Bruce Haring, Ledger Real Estate Reporter

The city is about to crack down 
on the existing residential real 
estate open house sign laws.

The laws, which prohibit 
posting bills, signs and other 
notices on public property 
in an effort to lure custom-
ers to weekend open houses, 
have not been enforced over 
the last few years. The result 
is that main intersections like 
Hillhurst Avenue and Los Fe-
liz Boulevard become stuffed 
with signs each weekend.

If signs are posted, fines 
start at $100 and escalate to 
$500 on the third violations, at 
which point it becomes a mis-
demeanor. Realtors can post 
a sign on the property being 
showcased—but not at nearby 
intersections or streets—but 
must remove it at the conclu-
sion of the open house. 

James W. Litz, the gov-
ernment affairs director of the 
Beverly Hills/Greater Los An-
geles Association of Realtors, 
blamed “neighbor complaints 
and a proliferation of signs” 
for the crackdown. 

“Signs are not allowed in 
the public right-of-way due to 
liability issues,” Litz said. He 
advised realtors to get written 
permission for signs on private 
property and to avoid placing 
anything in a public place. 

READERS NOTE: See our 
monthly local home sales, a story 
on a Jan. 1st law that may make 
getting a large mortgage difficult 
for some and finally, a piece on 
four Beachwood Canyon bun-
galows that have been approved 
for historic-cultural monument 
status at losfelizledger.com.

see BRIDGE page 14



LOS FELIZ BROKERAGE | 323.665.1700

Marc Giroux, Vice President and Brokerage Manager

1801 North Hillhurst Avenue | Los Angeles, CA 90027

sothebyshomes.com/losangeles 

Visit onlywithus.com to discover the  
benefits available through us alone.

Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or
unregistered) service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.

MT WASHINGTON | 334 W Avenue 44  | SOLD 
Listed at $545,000 
Mount Washington hillside cottage with pool. 
This wonderful character house is on a huge lot 
with a pool and great views, far from neighbors. 
Jeffrey Young 213.819.9630

PASADENA | 85 N Madison Ave 26 | New Listing
web: 0285116 | $379,000
Rare. Live in a Historic Landmark on the National 
Registry. “The Barcelona” close to Pasadena 
Playhouse District, shops, cafes, and theatre. 
Gisele Plouffe 213.662.3800

ECHO PARK | 1822 Baxter St | SOLD
Listed at $149,000  
Approx. 6,400 sq.ft. lot, North of Sunset Blvd. in 
trendy in Echo Park. Gentle downslope in park 
like setting. Represented the buyer. 
Joseph Lightfoot 213.700.4438

SILVER LAKE | 1825 N Easterly Terr | Lease 
web: 0285355 | $5,200 per month
Come and enjoy this “one of a kind” 3 units built 
in the heart of Silver Lake. Stunning huge 5 
bedroom, 2.5 baths unit.
Rosemary Low 323.660.5885

LOS FELIZ |  2612 Aberdeen Ave | New Listing
web: 0285444 | $8,237,000 
Gorgeous Villa Andalusia, circa 1931, sited 
behind gates on historic celebrity Aberdeen Ave. 
Historic, Romantic, Magical. Rare. 
Konstantine Valissarakos 323.252.9451

LOS FELIZ | 5510 Red Oak Dr 
web: 0285386 | $3,248,000   
A grand elevator ride takes you above to this 
private 4 bedroom, and 4 bath Spanish Estate 
nestled above the hills of the Oaks. 
Rosemary Low 323.363.0381

SILVER LAKE | 2105 Kenilworth Ave 
web: 0285396 | $1,779,000
Contemporary 4 bedroom and 3 bath in Moreno 
Highlands, overlooking the lake with open floor 
plan. Elevator and secluded spa.
Gail Crosby 323.428.2864

LOS FELIZ | 1923 N Oxford Ave | New Listing 
web: 0285459 | $1,769,000
1920’s vintage restored Spanish Colonial pool 
home 4bd/4ba. Outdoor living room leads to 
open floor plan with new chef’s kitchen. 
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

W HOLLYWOOD | 8235 Romaine St | Schindler 
web: 0285329 | $1,765,000
Duplex. Approx. 2,200 sq.ft. on a approx. 6,550 
sq.ft. corner lot, each unit has its own entrance, 
address, private yard and secure garage.
Travis Parker 310.600.2128

LOS FELIZ | 4087 Woking Way | New Listing
web: 0285445 | $1,760,000 
Quintessential 1920’s Los Feliz Spanish in the 
hills north of the boulevard 3bd/4ba. Dramatic 
living room, formal dining room, yard and views. 
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

GLENDALE |  1418 Essex Lane | SOLD
Listed at $1,369,000  
Rare opportunity. This outstanding residence is 
located at the end of a private cul-de-sac on a 
big lot in prestigious Glen Knoll. Rep buyers. 
Manvel Tabakian | Nadia DeWinter 323.376.2222

SILVER LAKE | 1760 N Easterly Terr | In Escrow
web: 0285395 | $969,000
Duplex. Each town-home style unit is approx. 
1,200 sq.ft. of bright space with dining rooms, 
eat-in kitchen, two floors and laundry rooms.
Gail Crosby 323.428.2864

SILVER LAKE | 2527 Scott Ave | In Escrow
web: 0285439 | $799,000  
1920s Spanish updated with modern amenities 
and style. Great indoor/outdoor flow, deck, 
gardens, bonus office/play room. 
Joseph Lightfoot 213.700.4438

STUDIO CITY | 3301 Coldwater Canyon | Land
web: 0307820 | $675,000
Own 1.47 price acres (approx.) and build your 
own dream estate. This gentle downslope has 
amazing views and solitude. 
Jeffrey Young 213.819.9630

SILVER LAKE | 2150 Santa Ynez St | SOLD
Listed at $635,000  
3 bedrooms, 2 baths with 1-bath en suite, beauti-
ful hardwood floors in the public rooms, kitchen, 
modern style in the baths, and updated systems. 
Joseph Lightfoot 213.700.4438

W HOLLYWOOD | 1424 N Crescent Heights #58
web: 0343405 | $659,000 
Enjoy expansive Downtown LA views from this 
spacious 5th floor 1 bedrooom, 1 bath condo in 
West Hollywood’s historic Granville Towers. 
Enzo Ricciardelli 310.255.5467
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We offer a full service residential 
& commercial roofer and leak specialist.  

Free estimates and senior discounts.

WE 
NOW OFFER 

SOLAR!

Since 1942  State License 386172
1015 North Gower St.  Hollywood, CA  90038

(323) 469-2981  Fax (323) 469-5044
www. supremeroofing.net

Richard Stanley
Estates Director
Architectural and Historic Properties Specialist
rstanley@coldwellbanker.com
213 300-4567  cell / voice mail
©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  Coldwell Banker is a registered 
trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity 
Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and operated by NRT LLC.  All 
rights reserved.  If your property is listed with another broker, this is not intended 
as a solicitation.  CalBRE license #:   00971211

“Casa Alegre”:  If Walt Disney had intersected 
Main Street with Olvera Street he might 

have come here for inspiration.  Starting with a 
1930s-vintage Spanish Revival home on a modest 
slope in the Hollywood Hills, long-time owners created 
a private compound of patios, palms, xerescape 
gardens, hideaways, water features and jollity.  All-
told, find 4 bedrooms, 6.5 bathrooms in about 4,400 
square feet of living space on about a quarter-acre 
lot.  Every system has been updated or added.  Every 
surface has been renewed.  The whole is a collector’s 
and entertainer’s showplace that brings a smile to 
every visitor’s face.  Two garages with room for five 
cars; published, fully-tiled pool and spa; “Tiki Room” 
pool house; studio/recreation room; “Nido de Amor” 
guest house; 4 fireplaces; family room/cantina with 
commercial-grade bar; professional kitchen; dramatic 
public rooms--all meticulously detailed and fiesta-
ready!

$1,900,000

www.3205dospalos.com
YouTube:  search “3205 Dos Palos” for video tour.

Have a real estate question? Call me first!

Walt Disney Would Approve
3205 Dos Palos Drive
Hollywood Hills

Property Management

4427 Santa Monica Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90029

(323) 668-7500
clukens@clintlukensrealty.com

www.ClintLukensRealty.com
DRE Lic #01367014

Do you own your income property or 
does it OWN YOU?
Clint Can Help!

• Rent collections
• 24/7 maintenance
• 24/7 on-call for  
  emergencies
• Monthly detailed reports
• Accountability and 
   stress reliever! 

merchants Push for “Hollywood Village”
By Ryan White, Ledger Contributing Writer

HOLLYWOOD BLVD—A 
group of merchants are hoping 
to garner more buzz and city 
services for a stretch of Hol-
lywood Boulevard just east of 
the 101 by recasting the area 
as “Hollywood Village.”

The proposed designation 
would cover Hollywood Bou-
levard from Wilton Place to 
Western Avenue.

“We’ve been trying to re-
vitalize this part of Hollywood 
Boulevard because it has been 
forgotten for years now,” said 
Mickey Maravic, owner of the 
restaurant I Panini Di Ambra. 

Business owners hope the 
new identity will help them 
gain more access to city ser-
vices and amenities, such as 
regular street cleaning and 
pedestrian-friendly sidewalk 
lighting. Benches, trash cans 
and bike racks are also on the 
wish list. 

“That is the beginning 
that will allow this village to 
become a village,” said Bechir 
Blagui, owner of Hollywood 
Rent-A-Car, describing his 
dream of holding street festi-
vals and fairs along this stretch 
of the boulevard.

The Hollywood United 
Neighborhood Council unan-
imously approved a motion at 
its January meeting to sup-
port the Village concept and is 
sending a letter recommending 
the initiative to City Council-
member Mitch O’Farrell. The 
council also pledged $150 to-
ward window decals that will 
bear a new logo.

An informal survey of 
Hollywood Boulevard busi-

nesses in the area found that 
“98% of the businesses have 
enthusiastically jumped on 
board,” according to Cindy 
DuHaime-Londberg, block 
captain of the Garfield Neigh-
borhood Watch and propo-
nent of the Village concept.

Rent-A-Car’s Blegui, who 
sat on the Hollywood United 
Council for the better part of a 
decade, said the area has often 
been overlooked by the city in 
favor of nearby hill-dweller’s 
concerns.

“This stretch of Holly-
wood Boulevard has received 
the least improvements,” he 
said.

Blegui said he takes inspi-
ration from the reinvention of 
nearby Franklin Village —a 
stretch of Franklin Avenue 
just east of Beachwood Drive 
—into a buzzing, thriving pe-
destrian zone full of shoppers, 
diners and nightlife. Frank-
lin Village became an official 
neighborhood when it was 
recognized by the city of Los 
Angeles in 2007. Hollywood 
Village supporters hope for 
similar recognition at some 
point.

Maravic, owner of the pa-
nini shop, says the neighbor-
hood has predominantly con-
sisted of older Armenians, but 
that’s changing. 

“There is a new move-
ment of people coming in—a 
younger crowd in the enter-
tainment business,” he said.

Those new residents, bol-
stered in ranks by a number of 
new mixed-use housing devel-
opments going up on the bou-
levard, mean more foot traffic 
for local businesses. Maravic 
said his panini business pre-
viously relied on catering to 
crews in the film industry, 
but now foot traffic from the 

neighborhood is tipping his 
scales toward walk-ins. 

But merchants say crime 
is still a problem in the area. 
Graffiti isn’t uncommon, and 
last summer some three doz-
ens businesses were robbed. 
Maravic had his front-door 
window smashed and cash 
register ransacked, he said.

Merchants hope that a 
cleaner, better lit street will 
make the area more enticing 
to pedestrians from the neigh-
borhood as well as tourists or 
visitors from Thai Town, Little 
Armenia or the nearby Holly-
wood/Western Red Line met-
ro stop. With a bit of love and 
sprucing up, they say the street 
could really take off.

“Basically what we need 
is more pedestrians on the 
street—more family-friendly 
little shops, little markets and 
cafes,” Maravic said.

The nascent Hollywood 
Village Business Group held 
its first meeting last Novem-
ber, and a field deputy from 
O’Farrell’s office spoke to a 
group of nearly three-dozen 
on strategies for moving the 
business community forward. 

With a vote of support 
from the Hollywood United 
Neighborhood Council, the 
merchants have now turned 
to lobbying O’Farrell and the 
mayor’s office for more city 
services and an official des-
ignation; the latter would re-
quire a City Council motion. 

O’Farrell’s office did not 
return multiple requests for 
comment.

“We’re positive, we’re 
hopeful,” Rent-A-Car’s Ble-
gui said. “I think it’s the right 
thing to do for the neighbor-
hood. The ball is in Mitch’s 
office and the mayor’s office.”

pleased. 
Thanks to grass roots 

community input from neigh-
borhood and advocacy groups, 
the plan has come far since last 
fall, said Eric Bruins, planning 
and policy director at the Los 
Angeles County Bicycle Coali-
tion and a committee member 
on the advisory committee.  

 “We now have all op-
tions including bike lanes 
and there is an open question 
about whether the community 
would prefer two sidewalks or 
four lanes of traffic—you can’t 
have it all,” Bruins said. “Now 
the question is what do you 
[have]? Sidewalks or four lanes 
or traffic?”

The bridge has potential 
to be a transformative one, 
which will be important to At-
water Village, by connecting 
the neighborhood and making 
it a place where people want to 
be, Bruins said.

“You might decide to have 
dinner on Rowena and have 
dessert in Atwater Village or 
vice versa,” Bruins said. 

BRIDGE from page 12
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HOLLYWOOD  Tel: 323.462.6262  I  BEVERLY HILLS  Tel: 310.274.4000  I  BRENTWOOD  Tel: 310.300.3333  I  For additional photos and properties, please visit us at: www.nourmand.com

6121 SCENIC, BEACHWOOD CYN       $995,000

updtd 3+2.5 Contemporary, Gst qrtrs. V iews, near The 
Vi l lage, Gri ff i th Prk & HW. 6121Scenic.com
Melody Rogers                  323.899.5636

4614 FINLEY #35, LOS FELIZ        $499,000

Top f lr, bright & spacious 2+2 condo. Ful ly updtd w/hwd 
f lrs, central heat & air. Heart of Los Fel iz Vi l lage.
Alyssa & Anselm      310.428.7751

3993 CLAYTON AVE, LOS FELIZ       $929,000

Mid-century, Remodeled, open f loor plan 4 bed+2 bath 
in the Frankl in Hil ls w/att garage.
Jill Epstein/Jarrett Camarda       310.888.3355

1929 TAMARIND AVE #12, HOLLYWOOD    $428,000

Perfect 2BR Hollywood Frankl in Vi l lage condo. Reno-
vated, hardwd, granite, whir lpool tub, parking, more.
Chris Danna                                        323.382.8708

1338 CORONADO TER, SILVER LAKE          $799,000

Pristine Si lverlake Craftsman. 3+2, tons of charm+ sen-
sit ive updts. Magical gardens, f inished garage + views.
Courtney+Kurt                            323.899.8509

3215 ETTRICK ST, LOS FELIZ         $998,750   

Updtd Tradit ional on lrg f lat lot, 3+2.5, 2000 sf, LR & 
Family Room & Ivanhoe Elementary. Don’t miss it !
Carolyn Rae Cole                                      323.359.7300

VISTA CANYON ESTATE, HOLLYWOOD  $12,495,000

Private celeb cmpnd, 3 homes, 10+ acres, hiking trai ls, 
resort style inf inity pl. VistaCanyonEstate.com
Myra Nourmand/Joanne Vuylsteke  310.888.3333

2047 E LIVE OAK DR, LOS FELIZ                  $1,399,000

Rmdld mid-cent modern w/dwntn views, new hrdwd 
f lrs, lrg mstr w/fp, frnt deck & bckyrd w/spa & f irepit.
Eric Smilay                310.600.9172

Foundation Repair?
We do it ALL!

323-258-5482
 1638 Colorado Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90041

www.alphastructural.com

At Glenhurst Park It’s Kids Versus Dogs
By Ameera Butt, Ledger Contributing Writer

AtWAtER ViLLAGE—Glen-
hurst Park is tiny. Sandwiched 
in a residential neighborhood 
on Glenhurst Avenue near 
Garden Avenue, the park 
boasts blue colored bird-
shaped swings, a slide, patches 
of grass and a windy pathway. 
You wouldn’t know it but the 
park is a source of disagree-
ment and concern. 

A city sign at the park 
states dogs must be on a leash, 
and it’s one of the issues that 
has reared its head with con-
cerned parents claiming pet 
owners let their dogs run 
“leash-less” instead. 

The Atwater Village 
Neighborhood Council 
(AVNC) was asked to send a 
letter, from its environmental 
and land use committee, to 
various city entities requesting 
dogs be banned from the park 
altogether.  

Dog owners and parents 
say they’re looking for a solu-
tion that wouldn’t diminish 
the other’s rights.

“Part of it is the neigh-
borhood is changing. In the 
past few years a lot of new 
families are moving here, the 
schools are getting better,” 
said Jess, an Atwater Vil-

lage resident who drafted the 
letter for the AVNC but de-
clined to give her last name. 
”It’s coming to a head be-
cause there’s more interest in 
that space.”

Jess said she takes her tod-
dler to Glenhurst Park a cou-
ple times a week. 

“I never want to take 
space away from dog owners 
but right now I don’t feel like 
the space is working for every-
body,” she said. “

One solution might be 
separate areas for dogs and 
children. 

 “There are health and 
safety issues from dogs,” Jess 
told the AVNC board. “I’ve 
spoken to owners with their 
dogs off the leash and I’ve been 
told every time ‘it’s fine.’”  

Rachel Ryan, another par-
ent who spoke at the AVNC 
meeting, said children were 
getting nipped at the heels by 
dogs. She also said people were 
stepping in dog feces. 

“Now there are very few 
moms going there with kids,” 
said Ryan.

Dog owners who frequent 
the park see it differently. 

Kevin Beaty, an Atwater 
Village resident who lives two 

blocks from the park, called 
himself “a responsible dog 
owner.” 

“I really don’t see the 
problem with the children 
and I think it’s a park for all 
of us to use,” he said. “It really 
hasn’t been an issue for the last 
seven years I’ve been in Atwa-
ter Village.” 

AVNC boardmembers 
were divided over the issue. 
Ultimately, the council voted 

to have the letter reviewed by 
its environmental and land use 
subcommittee.

Torin Dunnavant, co-
chair of the AVNC board said 
the hope was for the subcom-
mittee to find a new dog park 
in the area and have Glenhurst 
Park, dog free. 

However, he said, dog 
owners would be negatively 
impacted by the shut out and 
finding or developing a new 

dog park might be difficult. 
Newly appointed AVNC 

boardmember Julia Mew-
bourne said rampant dogs 
without leashes don’t happen 
in the park.

“There is a [city] munici-
pal code and it says dogs need 
to be on leash,” she said. “I 
don’t see it as a major issue and 
I also don’t think we should 
ban people who pay taxes 
from a public park.”
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It begins with the right setting. Comfortable 
surroundings that please the eye and senses. A responsive 
staff for resident support needs, with a licensed nurse  
on-site 24/7. Professionally guided fitness and therapy 
for an active lifestyle. Delicious, chef-prepared cuisine. 
Concierge and transportation services. Enriching activities 
for mind, body and spirit. What happens next is up to you. 
After all, it’s your story.

Distinctive Residential Settings  
Chef-Prepared Dining and Bistro 

Award-Winning Memory Care 
Premier Programs for Health and Wellness

Therapy and Rehabilitation by Paxxon Healthcare Services
 

RCFE Lic 197608468, 197608466, 197608467, 198601646, 197608291, 565801746 © 2014 Belmont Village, L.P.

belmontvillage.com
Burbank (818) 972-2405
Encino (818) 788-8870

Hollywood Hills (323) 874-7711
Rancho Palos Verdes (310) 377-9977

Westwood (310) 475-7501
Thousand Oaks  (805) 496-9301

Let us help make 
this chapter  
one of your best. Winner of the George Mason University Healthcare Award for the Circle of Friends©

memory program for Mild Cognitive Impairment. Provider to the NFL Player Care Plan.

LozFeliz_3_2014_chapter.indd   1 2/17/14   3:42 PM

Performance Stage for Arts at the Old Zoo To Be Decided march 5th
By Jessica Ogilvie, Ledger Contributing Writer

GRIFFITH PARK—For nearly 
a decade, Barbara Ferris, the 
managing director of Sym-
phony in the Glen, has been 
thinking of ways to create a 
permanent performing space 
for her organization.  

Realizing that the area 
near the Old Zoo—a grassy 
part of the park known as the 
Griffith Park Performing Art 
Center and located at 4730 
Crystal Springs Dr.—would 
be the perfect spot, Ferris, 
along with David Melville, the 
managing director of the In-
dependent Shakespeare Com-
pany, began agitating several 
years ago to have the city build 
a permanent stage there. 

The two spoke to local 
elected officials, and made 
their case that installing a per-
formance space would allow 
easier access to arts for local 
residents.  

“We started seeing the 
real need for this,” says Ferris. 
“Putting up a stage and taking 
it down every year was get-
ting more and more expensive. 
What we started talking about 
was the idea to put something 
permanent.” 

Now, the city has de-
cided to move forward with 

the project. The Dept. of Rec-
reation and Parks issued a 
draft Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR) last December. 
The project will be decided 
on by the Los Angeles Dept. 
of Recreation and Park’s five-
panel board of commissioners 
March 5th. 

According to the draft 
EIR, the project would in-
clude several pieces of con-
struction in addition to the 
stage. The stage itself would 
measure 45 feet by 45 feet. 
The plan also includes “a new 
switchboard, resurfaced park-
ing lot, improvements to ex-
isting restrooms, path light-
ing, resurfaced walkways, a 
new path and bridge meeting 
Americans with Disability Act 
(ADA) requirements, and un-
dergrounding of an existing 
overhead power line.

The project would be paid 
for by Prop. K—a Los Angeles 
voter approved measure—that 
specifically reserves funding 
for parks and recreation facili-
ties and improvements. 

“They have a substantial 
amount of Prop. K money that 
needs to get spent,” said Mel-
ville of the Shakespeare Co., 
“and they’re looking for ways 

to spend it.”
If approved by the Rec-

reation and Parks Board of 
Commissioners, the project 
would be completed by June 
of 2015. 

In addition to giving the 
area a newer performance 

space, according to Melville, a 
permanent stage would relieve 
the companies of the expen-
sive and cumbersome necessity 
of erecting a stage every single 
night of a show. 

“We perform every night 
for three months,” he said, “so 
we have to light the stage and 
all that kind of stuff. A couple 
of years ago, we began re-
ally taking off, and when that 
started to happen I was looking 
at the infrastructure thinking, 
‘we need some help here.’”

Ferris and Melville believe 
that they have the communi-
ty’s support—

but not everyone feels that 
the stage is a good idea. 

 Gerry Hans, president 
of Friends of Griffith Park—a 
recently formed non-profit—
said in an email that since its 
initial proposal, the plan for 
the stage has become too big 

for what the park can sustain. 
“Small early-evening au-

diences are not objectionable 
and everyone appreciates the 
arts being brought into the 
serenity of the Old Zoo,” he 
wrote. “However, the scale of 
the project has escalated ex-
ponentially. Right now the 
project seems to be a moving-
target with multiple phases.”

Hans went on to say that 
the Friends of Griffith Park’s 
concerns include the fact that 
the Shakespeare Co. recently 
stated that they hope to grow 
their audience another 5,000 
over the 2014 summer, which 

he said, the park can’t accom-
modate. 

Last year’s attendance for 
40 performances for the Shake-
speare Co. was 43,000—or 
about 1,000 per show. Perfor-
mances run Thursday through 
Sunday, typically from late 
June to the end of August. 

“We love Symphony and 
[The Independent Shake-
speare Co.],” Hans wrote. “But 
will this area be opened up to 
other groups for a long season 
of events?”

Hans also added sound 
and lighting plans will “ad-
versely impact wildlife.” 

Ferris and Melville state 
that they, too, have a vested in-
terest in maintaining the area’s 
natural beauty and wildlife. 

“We don’t want to destroy 
the nature of the Old Zoo,” 
said Ferris. “We respect the 
site, and we’ve been talking 
about this for a long time.” 

But, Melville added: this 
is the kind of project that will 
put the Los Angeles perform-
ing arts scene on par with oth-
er big cities. 

“What the Shakespeare 
Festival is becoming is com-
parable to other Shakespeare 
Festivals across the U.S.,” he 
said, “and we’d like to have 
the same production values. 
We can’t do that with a tem-
porary stage.”

in addition to giving the area a newer 
performance space, according to melville, 

a permanent stage would relieve the 
companies of the expensive and 

cumbersome necessity of erecting a 
stage every single night of a show. 
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HOW’S THE REAL ESTATE MARKET? 
Now that the holidays are over, traditionally the real 
estate market should be picking up. In spite of the 
usual holiday drop in sales, though, single-family 
home sales were higher last year than in 2012. 

In Silver Lake, there were 55 listings that sold for 
over $1 million last year. The average time on the 
market was 53 days, with the highest-priced prop-
erty sold for $2,089,000 in Silver Lake. 

In Los Feliz, there were 116 homes that sold for 
over a $1 million with an average of 53 days on the 
market. The highest-priced house in Los Feliz sold 
for $4,675,000. 

The lack of inventory (roughly 3 months sup-
ply) continues to be the driving force behind higher 
prices per square foot. It is also driving families that 
would normally buy a single-family home into the 
condominium market.  A penthouse condominium 
in the Ritz Carlton Residence at L.A. Live just sold for 
a hefty sum of $6,800,000, which amounts to $1,121 
per square foot. 

The trend now is wealthy buyers are buying old-
er homes and rebuilding them with new modern, 
larger luxury homes, especially on the west side. 
Some sources say our unemployment rate is down 
and that we are experiencing a better economy, al-
though some investors fear another bubble may be 
headed our way. We’ll just have to wait and see.

For help in making this important decision 
about whether to buy or sell call Gail 

at 323/428-2864

Gail Crosby is a local real estate agent 
with Sotheby’s International Realty.

Contact Gail with your home and real estate 
questions at 323.428-2864 or 

GailCrosby@aol.com 
DRE: 175513781 ADV

ASK GAIL
of Sotheby’s International Realty

Griffith Park Adult Community Center Calendar

Sunset Hall - Curriculum and Advocacy 

Wednesday, March 19th, 12:00-2:30pm 
General Meeting 

at Friendship Auditorium 

Program: Resources of Department of Aging, 
St Barnabas Hollywood Senior Center. 

Barbara Linski, Director   

3203 Riverside Drive, just south of Los Feliz Bl.
* Call for info and reservations (323) 644-5579

Lunch Program: Mon.-Fri., GPACC, 
11:30 AM sign in, Noon lunch, Donation under 60 $4, 60+ $2

Club Info and Newsletter: 
Stephanie Vendig, (323) 667-3043 or vendig@sbcglobal.net.

Join GPACC Club: Only $15/year for trips and news. 
For information on trips, call Doris Slater, (323) 667-1879

Programs for 
free-thinking seniors 

(323) 660-5277

Conversational 
Spanish at GPACC on 
Wednesdays

Thanks to our ad sponsor Sunset Hall. They offer...

[SENiOR MOMENtS]

Support for Staying in Your Community
By Stephanie Vendig, Ledger Columnist

It is fair to 
say that as 

we age, and develop more 
limitations, most of us find it 
hard to think of moving into 
a retirement community or 
facility, having to downsize, 

or leaving friends behind. We 
may also be faced with mov-
ing, particularly if we are liv-
ing alone. 

According to the govern-
ment’s Administration of Ag-
ing Department, at least 46% 
of women over 75 do live 
alone. But, if there are eas-
ily accessible resources in the 
community that supports liv-
ing at home, moving may not 
seem necessary.   

As one of our 90-year-old 
members at the Griffith Park 
Adult Community Center 
said when she was forced re-
cently to give up her driver’s 
license: “Why am I still hang-
ing around if I can’t drive?” 

At the center, there was 
someone who helped her fill 
out the application for City 
Ride enabling her to consider 
Los Angeles’ taxi service or the 
transportation service of St. 
Barnabas Hollywood Senior 
Center.  

The federal government’s 
Older American’s Act of 1965 
was designed to provide those 
supports within local commu-
nities. In Los Angeles, funding 
from to the Dept. of Aging is 
provided for communitybased 
services to seniors and their 
caregivers. 

Sixteen multipurpose 
centers are located through-
out Los Angeles. These cen-

ters serve as community focal 
points for senior services, such 
as case management, lunch 
programs at different locations 
in the community, home-de-
livered meals and door to door 
transportation.

The multipurpose center 
in our area is St. Barnabas 
Hollywood Senior Center.  
The center used to be housed 
at the Assistance League fa-
cility on St. Andrew’s Place, 
but it is now in a new loca-
tion at Bethany Towers Re-
tirement Community at 1745 
N. Gramercy Place in Holly-
wood. This type of collabora-
tion between a senior center 

and a retirement community 
is one of the first of its kind 
in our community. Bethany 
Towers residents and com-
munity residents alike have 
access to all services of the 
Hollywood Senior Center. 

In addition, there is a new 
series of wellness and longevity 
classes, workshops, and special 
events at St. Barnabas adding 
to their schedule of health ed-
ucation, computer Education 
and exercise programs.  

There is also a shuttle to 
St. Barnabas from Ralphs 
Market at Western and Hol-
lywood Blvd. Call (323) 957-
2222 for information.

As one of our 90-year-old members at the Griffith Park 

Adult Community Center said when she was forced 

recently to give up her driver’s license: “Why am I still 

hanging around if I can’t drive?”

Advertise in the

Los Feliz Ledger
(323) 667-9897
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Griffith Park Politics: The Crystal Springs Baseball Project’s Opposing Teams

AGAINST FOGP 
FOUNDER

GGPNC PROS 
COMMITTEE

GGPNC 
BOARD

GRIFFITH 
PARK MPW 

GROUP

PARENT/
YOUTH COACH

Marian Dodge Yes Former

Gerry Hans Yes Former Yes

Mary Button Hans Yes Former

Carol Henning Yes Former

Dora Herrera Yes Former Former

Laura Howe Yes Former Former

Kathryn Louyse Yes Former Former

Sarah Napier Yes Former Former

Lucinda Phillips Yes Former Yes

Kristin Sabo Former

Bernadette Soter Yes Resigned Former Yes

Chuck Soter Yes Former Yes

                    FOR

Allison Cohen
Los Feliz Ledger Publisher

Tom LaBonge
City Councilmember

Mark Mauceri
LFNC Recreation 
Representative

Yes

Other nearby neighborhood councils

 
losfeliznc

FOGP: Friends of Griffith Park. GGPNC PROS Committee: The Greater Griffith Park Neighborhood Council Parks, Rivers and Open Space Committe. 
GGPNCC Board: The Greater Griffith Park Neighborhood Council Board (now Los Feliz Neighborhood Council). 

Griffith Park MPW Group: Griffith Park Master Plan Working Group.

By Allison B. Cohen

Some long time locals—
and their ideologues—think 
they’ve earned the right to 
put a strangle hold on Griffith 
Park. 

They say it’s “park pres-
ervation” but it’s NIMBYism 
and nasty obstructionist poli-
tics against things like: build-
ing a children’s museum near 
Travel Town; the Autry mu-
seum renovation; construct-
ing an outdoor performing 
arts stage; and even installing 
way-finding trail signage or 
improving cellular reception 
in the park even though hik-
ers are routinely airlifted out, 
or die, like my friend Sally 
Menke did when she got lost 
on the trails.

Now, there’s the crusade 
to derail building kids’ base-
ball fields. 

In 2005, the obstruction-
ist’s stance was: “No new park 
development.” But as more 
families populated the area 
their message softened: “We 
love baseball, just not here.” 
“Here” means on our side of 
the river. 

And anyone challenging 
this point of view becomes 
targets for an ugly playbook, 
including being slandered and 
libeled.

They’ve cross-pollinated 
numerous organizations, 
groups and committees—
from the Los Feliz Improve-
ment Assoc., the Griffith 
Park Master Plan Working 
Group and the then-named 
Greater Griffith Park Neigh-
borhood Council (GGPNC), 
specifically its Parks, Riv-
ers and Open Space (PROS) 
committee. In 2010, that 
group’s leader, Bernadette 
Soter, was caught lying about 
a project’s status in order to 
retain funding. She chose a 
quiet resignation over a noisy 
public expulsion. 

With $50,000 of anon-
ymous seed money, Sot-

Field of Screams: How Building Baseball Diamonds Became a Political Blood Sport

Continued next page
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Griffith Park Crystal Springs Baseball: 15 Years of Politics

1999

2002

2005

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

Sues city over Children’s 
Museum plans in Griffith 
Park; project scrapped

Council formed and holds 
1st election

LaBonge proposes restoring baseball fields in 
park; Soter/Working Group respond: “No new 
development.”

Autry Museum commissions $175 million renovation 
plan; critics attack it as “more park development”

LFIA President, Marian Dodge, 
circulates rumors Cohen and LaBonge 
are lovers; Ledger is funded by park 
developers and Cohen embezzled 
funds from “Taste of Los Feliz”

Autry Museum drops $175 million renovation plan citing local opposition 
(who cites it is yet “more park development,”) prompting museum director 
John Grey to resign. Portion of collection relocated to Burbank storage facility.

City initially deems project is “categorically exempt” from full California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review, yet Bureau of Engineering’s 
Neil Drucker orders unusal $240K report citing “controversy” as rationale; 
Drucker previously oversaw scrapped Children’s Museum project. 

Frustrated by GGPNC 
“stacked deck” policies, 
Mauceri and colleague, 
Tomas O’Grady, recuit “Los 
Feliz Forward” reform slate

“Los Feliz Forward” sweeps 10-seat 
election in landslide victory, defeating 
Mims-led PROS candidates

Mims “reappointed” back onto 
GGPNC Board; immediately 
re-assumes presidency

Calling Los Feliz Forward “anti-park,” the blog 
anonymously insinuates O’Grady has a history 
of violence and insinutes Mauceri is a pedophile

Unable to produce manuscript for 
PROS newsletter, Soter claims work 
is “intellectual property.” City Attorney 
disagrees. Soter resigns GGPNC; 
PROS Committee later goes dormant

City releases Draft EIR with a 45-day 
public comment period

Project opposers state “thousands 
of daily picnickers” use Crystal 
Springs site and “over a million” 
annually throughout the park. 
Ledger analysis finds inflated 
numbers widly exceed park 
capacity; publishes ad of nearly 
empty picnic area over balmy 
MLK holiday weekend

Final EIR released January 15th

Rec and Parks Board of 
Commissioners to recomend or 
oppose project on March 5th

Soter forms Friends of Griffith Park 
(FoGP). Founders almost entirely 
composed of ex-GGPNC PROS 
Committee members

Local Volunteer Neighborhood 
Oversight Committee meets 
201-2012; group reaffirms 
Crystal Springs amidst staunch 
“park advocate” opposition

GGPNC PROS member Kristin Sabo 
admits to being anonymous editor of 
incendiary Wayist blog

Mark Mauceri unseats long-time GGPNC 
President, Charley Mims, campaigning 
for youth baseball fields

Editorial asks why not 
ballfields in 4K+ acre park?

Website maliciously hacked 
to skew reader’s poll to 
indicate overwhelmingly 
“against” project

With Soter’s backing, GGPNC 
unanimously allocates $7K of public 
funds for consultants to confront the 
Autry’s EIR findings.

$400K controversial GP Master Plan 
released; La Bonge empanels 
“Working Group” to rewrite

Allison Cohen launches new 
local newspaper

Soter elected; later becomes 
long-time Chair of Parks, River and 
Open Space (PROS) committee

City approves voter-approved Prop. K 
(LA for Kids) funding for youth 
baseball fields in Griffith Park

Griffith Park Wayist

Griffith Park fire burns 
900 acres

er formed the non-profit: 
“Friends of Griffith Park” 
(FoGP) with all of her ex 
PROS committee members 
jumping ship. There’s a lot of 
common denominators that 
binds this group, the least of 
which is not being adverse to 
spreading misinformation.

So if you believe the 
Griffith Park’s Crystal Springs 
“controversy” is about picnic 
tables or trees, here’s what’s re-
ally going on: 

In 2005, City Council-
member Tom LaBonge re-
leased the “Griffith Park Mas-
ter Plan.”  It proposed various 
attractions and youth baseball 
fields; it was not well received, 
sending out an APB warning 
of “Park “Disneyification.”

LaBonge’s political blun-
der was that the plan carried 
his imprimatur.  Harshly criti-
cized and in damage control 
mode, he empaneled a “Work-
ing Group” of vocal critics 
to rewrite the plan, but they 
squared off for over seven years 
about whom would manage 
Griffith Park’s future.  The 
final tome was reduced to a 
toothless “vision” document; 
carrying no weight. 

However, it’s a telling 
read, saying the park sees 
“over a million” picnickers 
annually. That’s a lot of zeros, 
yet it has zero basis in fact, 
as it’s mathematically unten-
able.  FoGP President, Ger-
ry Hans, also says, “There 
are thousands of picnickers 
at Crystal Springs on any 
warm, non-work day.”  Not 
true. Not even close.

So what type of zeal pro-
pels a group of mostly local 
middle-aged childless home-
owners to go full bore with 
a disinformation campaign 
against a relatively innocu-
ous public works project?  
Well, both Tom LaBonge 
and current LFNC Recre-
ation Representative, Mark 
F. Mauceri, ardently support 
it.  And Mauceri is why Soter 
got her official city influence 
revoked. What is not gener-
ally known is I’m the cata-
lyst for Mauceri’s so-called 
“neighborhood council odys-
sey.”

In 2008, frustrated by 
drives all over town for kids’ 
sports, I editorialized “Why 
Not Ballfields in a 4,200 acre 
park?” Mauceri, whom I did 
not know, had just arrived 
with twin sons and daughter, 
and emailed a “you’ve-gotta-
be kidding” response.

It just happened to be the 
same month the GGPNC was 
holding elections. So, at the 
last minute, Mauceri ran as 
a write-in candidate on a pro 
baseball field platform. And 
miraculously won, unseating 
long-time patriarch, Charley 
Mims.   

About this time, rumors 
were flying about me: that I 
was LaBonge’s mistress; that 
the paper was funded by de-
velopers; that I had embezzled 
money from the now defunct 
“Taste of Los Feliz.”  You see, I 
said “ballfields” out loud, and 
I had to pay.

Mauceri called me having 
heard these same stories from 
then LFIA President, Marian 
Dodge. She lobbied him to 
garner a ‘no’ vote on the Autry 
expansion with a thinly veiled 
threat that backfired in a big 
way.

After some time on the 
council, both Mauceri and 
colleague Tomas O’Grady be-
came fed up with the question-
able practices they witnessed 
as boardmembers, and formed 
an 10-member election slate 
promising reforms called: “Los 
Feliz Forward.” 

The Griffith Park Wayist, a 
blog I would later unearth as 
being “edited” by the PROS 
committee’s Kristin Sabo, tar-
geted O’Grady, warning of vi-
olent tendencies and implying 
Mauceri was a pedophile.  She 
also dubbed this paper, The Los 
Feliz Liar.

The slate won by a land-
slide. When the dust settled, 
Mauceri, self admittedly was, 
“The most hated man in Los 
Feliz” because he had beaten 
Mims twice, swept an elec-
tion, and never waivered from 
thinking kids living next to a 
4,200+ park deserved neigh-
borhood baseball fields.

FoGP retaliates by propa-
gating scare tactics. With sev-
en of 119 picnic tables being 
moved, Crystal Springs’ will 
not be “destroyed.” 

Sadly, this manufactured 
controversy, compelled city 
project manager, Neil Druck-
er, to push for a $240K En-
vironmental Impact Report.  
Drucker was also in charge 
of the doomed Children’s 
Museum project, eventually 
relocated near Mulholland 
Fountain.

No Amazon-esque defor-
estation will happen and the 
majority of the site is in an 
already open clearing. Finally, 
the idea picnickers and base-
ball are mutually exclusive is 
absurd.

On Wednesday, the park’s 
commissioners will decide to 
either pay heed to a vocal mi-
nority skilled in propaganda 
or side with 200,000 con-
stituents—represented by six 
elected neighborhood coun-
cils—many of whom are new 
homeowners with families, 
saddled with tax bills far in ex-
cess of these older obstruction-
ists trying to thwart a much 
needed city service for local 
children.

Allison B. Cohen is the pub-
lisher of the Los Feliz Ledger.

Continued from previous page
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By Rita Mauceri

Ledger Contributing Writer

June will be here before 
you know it, and now is the 
time to start planning how 
you’re going to keep the kids 
busy (and yourself sane) all 
summer long!  Sessions at lo-
cal day and overnight camps 
are open for registration, so 
get your applications in early 
to ensure you get your first 
choice of programs and dates.

The following guide of-
fers a rundown of day and 
residential camps for every age 
and interest. Many camps of-
fer scholarship programs and 
extended drop-off and pickup 
hours to accommodate the 
needs of parents, so be sure to 
check their websites for fur-
ther details.

For more camps in the 
greater Los Angeles area, 
check out Red Tricycle. You 
can also go to the Los Feliz 
Ledger website for a printable 
Camp Checklist to help you 
and your child get packed and 

prepped for a summer of fun.

Day Camps

Adventures in Nature Summer 
Day Camp 
For nature-lovers and outdoorsy 

kids, L.A.’s Natural History Museum 

and Page Museum at the La Brea 

Tar Pits offer week-long interactive 

camps where children can explore a 

wide variety of topics from Earth’s 

fascinating features and creatures, 

to cultures from around the globe.

Dates: 6/23 - 8/1 at NHM and 8/4 
– 8/8 at the PAGE.  Ages:  K - 8th 
Grade.  Schedule: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 
p.m. with extended care available. 
Cost:  To be determined.  
Member discounts available.  

Natural History Museum 
900 Exposition Blvd. 
Page Museum at the La Brea Tar 
Pits 5801 Wilshire Blvd 
Website: www.nhm.org 
Phone: (213) 763-3499

Aloha Beach and Surf Camp  
Aloha Beach Camp is an aquatic-

themed summer program where 

kids learn to surf, boogie board, 

jet ski, and swim at Paradise Cove, 

Zuma Beach, Lake Castaic and 

other local hotspots. Founded in 

1999, the camp is comprised of 

three age-appropriate programs to 

ensure fun and safety for all: Keiki 

Camp serves younger children ages 

4 - 7; Kahuna Camp is for campers 8 

- 11; The High-Action Camp is aimed 

at teens 12 - 15. The camp offers 

free transportation on buses and 

vans from over a dozen drop-off 

points around Los Angeles.  Another 

nice feature: you can customize and 

handpick individual days for your 

child to attend the camp.

Dates: 6/16 - 8/22. 
Ages: 4 – 15.  
Schedule:  9:30 am – 3:30pm with 
pickup between 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 
a.m. and drop-off between 
4:00 p.m.– 5:00 p.m.  
Cost: $98 per day depending on 
when you register and for how many 
days. Get an early bird discount 
before 3/31. 
First day to register: Now. 
Website: alohabeachcamp.com 
Phone: (818) 932-4600
 

Art Center for Kids Summer 
Workshops 
Pasadena’s popular Art Center 

for Kids offers one-week art and 

design courses during the summer 

on a variety of creative topics from 

architecture and cartooning, to 

fashion sketching, portraiture and 

painting.

Dates:  6/24 – 8/9.  Ages: 4 – 15. 
Schedule:  9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  
Cost: $260-$275 per course. 
First day to register: 5/21.
Center College of Design 
950 South Raymond Avenue, 
Pasadena 
Website: artcenter.edu/kids 
Phone: (626) 396-2319

Art Works 

For children interested in learning 

to draw dragons or express 

themselves through anime, 

Art Works offers artist-taught 

classes focusing on a variety of 

drawing, painting and mixed media 

techniques.

Dates: Any day school is not in 
session.  Ages: 5 – 13.  
Schedule: 10:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.  
Cost: $110 per day. 
First day to register: Now.  
660 N. Larchmont Blvd. 
Website: artworksstudio.org  
(323) 463-2562

Audubon Center at Debs Park  
Audubon Center at Debs Park 

offers the ideal urban wilderness 

experience for nature-loving 

youngsters. Summer sessions 

include hands-on activities, crafts 

and creative projects, and hikes 

focused on the plants and animals 

of Debs Park and the Arroyo Seco.

Debs Park 
Dates: 6/30 - 8/1
Schedule: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Cost: $200 per week
Applications: Available the second 
week of April.
4700 North Griffin Ave., 
Los Angeles
www.audubondebspark.org 
(323) 221-2255

Burbank music Academy 
Rock-N-Roll Camp  
Strummers, drummers, and 

aspiring rock stars get an 

opportunity to learn about music, 

play instruments and perform at 

the Summer Rock-N-Roll Camp at 

Burbank Music Academy.  Kids are 

exposed to guitar, bass, drums, 

keyboard, vocal instruction, on-

stage movement, musical genres, 

and legendary artists.  Students 

choose an instrument to focus on 

and are placed in bands based on 

age and ability.

Dates: schedule and other details to be 
determined.  
Ages:  5 and up, no prior music 
knowledge is necessary.  
4107 West Burbank Blvd., Burbank 
www.burbankmusicacademy.com 
Phone: (818) 845-ROCK (7625)

California Science Center  
Exciting explorations, delightful 

discoveries, and wild wonders 

Special Section 

SUMMER CAMP GUIDE-----------------------
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await your child at Hands-On 

Science Camp at the California 

Science Center. More than 30 

courses are offered from Chemical 

Chaos to 3D Animation, along with 

popular parent-and-child classes 

that give families a chance to 

investigate science together. In 

addition to exploring different 

topics—physics, space, mechanics, 

and more— campers get to 

experience the museum’s exhibits, 

including the Endeavour space 

shuttle.

Dates: 6/16 – 8/15.  
Ages: Pre-K – 8th Grade.  
Schedule: Varies with age, from two 
to six hours a day.  
Cost: $155 - $305 per week; 
member discounts are available.  
First day to register: Now.  
700 Exposition Park Drive, 
Exposition Park
www.californiasciencecenter.org 
Phone: (213) 744-7400

DayJams: Rock music Camp 
Geared towards tweens and teens, 

DayJams offers a concentrated rock 

music camp for aspiring Bonos and 

Bowies. Professional musicians 

teach all levels from beginner to 

advanced how to play guitar, bass, 

drums, keyboards, horns, and sing 

vocals. Campers form bands, write 

original songs, perform in a rock 

concert and even record a CD.

Dates: 7/8 – 7/26.  
Ages: 8 – 15.  
Schedule: 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  
Cost: $645 per week, with discounts 
for multiple weeks. 
First day to register: Now.
American Jewish University 
15600 Mulholland Drive
Website: www.dayjams.com 
Phone: (800) 295-5956

Enterprise Farms Riding Camp  
Enterprise Farms’ week long riding 

camps cover all the essentials 

for junior equestrians and horse-

lovers: horsemanship skills, 

grooming, bathing, tacking and 

exercising and more. Camps end 

with a horse show and awards 

ceremony where campers 

demonstrate their newly developed 

skills for family and friends.

Dates: 6/16 – 9/5.  Ages: 6 and up. 
Schedule: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
Cost: $495 per week.  
First day to register: Now.  
Paddock Riding Club 
3919 Rigali Ave. Atwater Village 
Website: www.enterprisefarms.com 
Phone: (323) 665-8977
 

Glendale YMCA 
Well-known for its dedication to 

youth activities and emphasis on 

safety, the YMCA offers a fun-filled 

and nurturing environment with 

professional staff. The summer 

program provides campers with 

quality care and attention in a 

local setting.  Every week has a 

different theme with field trips, 

swimming, songs, games, snacks, 

tournaments, arts and crafts, 

cookouts at the park and more.

Dates, schedule and other details 
to be determined.  
Ages: 5 – 13. All campers must have 
completed Kindergarten.  
140 North Louise Street, Glendale
Website: http://glenymca.org 
Phone: (818) 240-4130

Golden State Gymnastics 
Whether your child is a novice 

or has years of gymnastics 

experience, he or she can grow, 

learn new skills, and achieve a 

personal best at this nonprofit 

gymnasium.  Daily activities 

include a focus on gymnastics 

along with arts and crafts, games, 

and outdoor water play.

Dates, schedule and other details to be 
determined.  
1828 N. Keystone St., Burbank
Website: www.goldenstategym.com 
Phone: (818) 558-1177

Hollywood Soccer Academy
For Boys and Girls ages 5-12: Soccer, 

swimming and fun.

Dates: June 23- August 8, 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon
Special week with the Dinamo Zagreb 
Academy from Croatia on 
July 21st-25th for ages 8-16.
Price: $160
Griffith Park Soccer Field 
3403 Riverside Dr.
www.hollywoodsocceracademy.com
Email: patfilin@hotmail.com 
Phone: (310) 926-7668

Kidspace Children’s museum 
Kidspace knows a thing or two 

about entertaining kids and their 

summer program is no exception. 

Kidspace Camp brings science and 

art alive for children as they play 

under the guidance of education 

specialists who inspire and ignite 

creativity, problem solving and 

team building with an emphasis on 

safety and fun.

 

Dates: 7/15 – 8/16.  Ages: 6 – 11.  
Schedule: Half days or full days, 
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., 1:00 p.m. – 
5:00 p.m. or 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  
Cost: $80 per day or $400 per week 
for full days; $50 per day or $250 per 
week for half days.  
First day to register: Now.  
480 N. Arroyo Blvd., Pasadena, 
Website: www.kidspacemuseum.org 
Phone: (626) 449-9144

L’ecole du Soleil  
Your child can enjoy an 

international summer without 

leaving L.A. thanks to L’ecole 

du Soleil.  Choose from three 

age-based programs focusing 

on language and fun activities 

including field trips.  Previous 

exposure to the French language is 

not required, bien sûr.

Dates:  7/1 – 8/2.  Ages:  4 – 10.  
Cost: Full week starting at $290 and 
part-time starting at $70.  
Lycée International de 
Los Angeles (LILA) 
4155 Russell Ave., Los Feliz 
www.ecoledusoleil.com 
info@lilaschool.com 
Phone: (323) 665-4526

Marlborough Summer School 
For over 100 years, Marlborough 

School has been preparing young 

girls for life and leadership. 

During the summer months, 

their co-ed program does the 

same, offering boys and girls 

Kindergarten through 9th grade 

a wide variety of courses from 

athletics to academics, science 

to drama, art to math.  Morning 

and afternoon sessions take place 

at the Marlborough campus near 

Larchmont Village.

Dates: 6/16 – 7/26. 
Ages: K – 9th Grade Co-Ed. 
Schedule: 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., 
with extended care available.  
Cost: Tuition varies and includes any 
materials or field trip fees. 
Tuition for the five-week Morning 
Period courses begins at $415. 
Tuition for Afternoon Classes is $725 
and up. 
First day to register: Now.  
250 South Rossmore Ave., 
Los Angeles
www.marlboroughsummerschool.org 
Phone: (323) 964-8401

 Natural History Museum: 
Adventures in Nature  
The Natural History Museum’s 

hands-on camp caters to 

archaeologists, adventurers, and 

dino devotees in Grades K - 8.  Kids 

get to explore fossils and habitats, 

and participate in interactive 

classes to discover the world of 

dinosaurs, geology, rocks, oceans 

and more.

Dates:  6/24 – 8/9.  
Ages K - 8th Grade.  
Schedule:  9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
with extended care available.  
Cost: $250 per week for members, 
$300 per week for non-members.  
900 Exposition Blvd. Los Angeles.
Website: nhm.org/summercamp  
Phone: (213) 763-3466

Prime Time Sports Camp  
At Prime Time Sports Camp, junior 

jocks age 4 and up can take part in 

a huge variety of sports activities 

from basketball and soccer, to 

dodgeball, hockey, lacrosse and 

more.  Special events include fun 

water days and mini-Olympics.  

Let the games begin!

Dates:  6/10 – 8/9 in Silver Lake and 
Hancock Park. Ages: 4 – 14.  
Schedule:  9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  
Cost:  from $225 to $300 per week 
depending on location and early 
enrollment.  Enroll before May 1st 
and save 10%.  
Hancock Park: 
Burroughs Middle School 
600 S. McCadden Pl. 

Silver Lake: 
Ivanhoe Elementary School 282 
Herkimer St.
www.primetimesportscamp.com
Phone: (310) 838-7872

Rolling Robots Robotics Camp 
Kids can summon their inner 

engineer and create machines and 

robots of their own in this fun and 

educational day camp.  Through a 

series of five laboratory classes, 

campers learn the fundamentals 

of robotics from design and gear 

ratios to movement and remote 

controls.

Dates, schedule and other details to be 
determined. 
1800 South Brand Blvd. #101, 
Glendale. 
Website: www.rollingrobots.com 
Phone: (818) 241-2308

Silverlake Beach Camp  
Silverlake Beach Camp features 

fun-filled day trips to local 

beaches, museums, parks, pools, 

and attractions.  The small, multi-

aged groups are comprised of 

elementary school campers who 

travel by passenger van to a 

different city location each day.

Dates: 7/7 – 8/1.  
Ages: Pre-K – Pre-5th Grade. 
Schedule: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Cost: $350 per week.  
First day to register: Now.  
Drop off and pick up at Mt. 
Hollywood Church in Los Feliz 
4607 Prospect Avenue, Los Angeles
Website: www.silverlakecamps.com 
Phone: (323) 445-3790

Silver Lake Recreation Center 
Day Camp 
Silver Lake’s bustling Rec Center 

hosts a daily mix of activities 

designed to keep kids entertained, 

from sports and games, to crafts 

and cooking. Kids 7 and older 

swim once a week, and there is an 

optional field trip every Friday.

Dates, schedule and other details to be 
determined. A parents’ informational 
meeting occurs mid-May.
1850 W. Silver Lake Dr.
Website: http://www.laparks.org/dos/
reccenter/facility/silverLakeRC.htm  
Email: Silverlake.RecreationCenter@
lacity.org 
Phone: (323) 644-3946
 

Studio LOL: A Comedy School 
for Kids 
For kids who want to get a few 

laughs over the summer, Studio LOL 

is the place.  Comedy Camp offers 

young performers instruction in 

improvisation, sketch comedy, 

character work, and scenes. Each 

session starts at a beginner level 

and builds throughout the week. On 

Friday, students perform a comedy 

show for family and friends.

Dates: 6/9 – 8/8. 
Ages: 8 and older with the week of 
July 7-11 for younger kids age 5 – 7. 
Schedule: 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  
Cost: $250 per week. 
First day to register: Now.  
11634 Ventura Blvd., Studio City
Website: www.studiolol.com 
Phone: (818) 660-3460

Summer @ Chandler 
Camp is back at the Chandler 

campus in Pasadena this year. 

Summer @ Chandler offers a 

relaxed and fun atmosphere where 

children are encouraged to pursue 

their own interests and develop 

friendships.  Classes range from 

cooking and photography to Lego 

Robotics and debate, along with 

weekly themes like Mad Scientist 

and Hollywood Bound.  There are 

also optional swimming field trips 

on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

Dates: 6/16 – 8/1.  
Ages: 5 – 14.  
Schedule: 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  
Cost: Per week, 5 days: $280; 4 days: 
$252, 3 days: $210; 2 days: $154 if 
registered before 6/1. 
Half-days and field trips available. 
First day to register: Now  
1005 Armada Dr., Pasadena
Website: www.chandlerschool.org 
Phone: (626) 795-9314

Summer Acting Camp 
And the Oscar goes to… Summer 

Acting Camp provides a wide 

range of specialized courses for 

junior thespians.  Students take 

ten 40-minute classes every day, 

including acting, singing, tap 

dance, movement, improvisation, 

stage combat and on-camera 

technique.  There are 2 three-week 

sessions throughout the summer.  

Each ends with a performance on 

the playhouse stage.
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MOMS CLUB OF
los fELIZ

FOR MORE INFO CHECK US OUT AT

LOSFELIZMOMSCLUB.ORG

MOMS OFFERING MOMS SUPPORT

Dates: Session One 6/9 – 6/27; 
Session Two 6/30 – 7/18.  
Ages: 5 – 15. Schedule: 8:00 a.m. – 
4:00 p.m.  
Cost: $600 per session for early 
registrants.  
First day to register: Now  
La Canada Playhouse, 
La Canada High School 
4463 Oak Grove Dr., La Canada
www.summeractingcamp.com 
Phone: (818) 957-1619

Summer Sports Camp  
In the heart of Los Feliz, kids can 

enjoy a half-day of tennis or soccer 

at the Riverside Drive sports center. 

With a staff of seasoned, high-

energy pros, children get superior 

training and have lots of fun.  There 

is also an option to cool off in the 

adjacent swimming pool.

Soccer Dates:  6/23 – 8/8.  
Ages: 5 – 11. 
Schedule: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon.  
Cost:  $160/week or $55/day. 
Tennis Dates and details to be 
determined.  
Schedule: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 
or 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  3401 
Riverside Drive. Griffith Park.
For soccer: call (310) 926-7668  or 
visit  www.hollywoodsocceracademy.
com. For tennis: call (323) 663-6060 
or visit www.latennis.com

Summer with Shakespeare  
Aspiring Othellos and Ophelias 

can spend the summer with 

Shakespeare at A Noise Within, 

Pasadena’s classical theatre 

company. The intensive 3-week 

conservatory-style program 

exposes kids to improvisation, 

stage combat, text analysis, kinetic 

exercises, voice and speech led by 

classically-trained, professional 

actors and choreographers.  Camp 

culminates in a presentation for 

family and friends.

Dates: 6/23 – 7/12.  
Ages: 10 - 18.  
Schedule: 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
Cost: $850.  
First day to register: Now.  
3352 E. Foothill Blvd., Pasadena
Website: www.anoisewithin.org 
Phone: (626) 356-3104

Summerkids 

Run for over 30 years by the 

DiMassa family, Summerkids has 

one main rule for its campers:  to 

have fun. The camp is divided into 

three groups serving campers 

age 3 through 9th grade.  SK-

PreK, Summerkids, and Summer 

Challenge are conducted at The 

Angelus Mountain Center in 

Altadena, a 56-acre campground 

of meadows, wooded areas, a 

stream, lodge, cabins, pool, and 

sports fields.  Activities range 

from campfire songs and crafts, 

to swimming, hiking, cooking, and 

Capture The Flag.

Dates: 6/9 – 8/30.  
Ages: SK-PreK caters to 3 - 4 year-
olds; Summerkids is designed for K - 
6th Grade; and Summer Challenge is 
for 7th – 9th Graders.  
Schedule: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. with 
extended care available.  

Cost: varies depending upon the 
number of weeks registered.
First day to register: returning 
families have priority until 3/1, when 
enrollment opens to new families.  
3697 N. Fair Oaks Ave., Altadena
Website: www.summerkids.net 
Phone: (626) 577-9979
Swordplay Studios 

Swordplay in Burbank offers week-

long camps for kids who want to 

improve their fencing skills and 

summon their inner Skywalker.  This 

year, the camp is offering sessions 

of Star Wars-themed Jedi Training, 

along with traditional Fencing 

Camp, and even a Shakespeare 

Camp.

Dates: 6/9 – 8/15.  Ages: 5 – 18, 
varies by session.  
Schedule and costs to be determined.   
416 South Victory Blvd., Burbank
Website: www.swordplayla.com 
Phone: (818) 903-0200 

Theatre 360 Summer Camp 
Each of Theatre 360’s two-week 

sessions focuses on a different 

series of shows, styles, historical 

periods, composers, and 

choreographers. Campers learn 

songs, scenes, monologues, and 

dances from a variety of theatrical 

sources. More intensive acting, 

dance and voice programs are also 

available, as is a special program 

for children ages 3 - 5.

Dates: 6/16 – 8/22. 
Ages: 3 – 19. 
Schedule and other details to be 
determined.  
75 N. Marengo Ave. Pasadena
Website: www.theatre360.org 
Phone: (626) 577-5922

Tom Sawyer Camp  
In business for more than 80 years, 

Tom Sawyer Camp is a virtual 

landmark on L.A.’s summer camp 

scene.  Horseback riding, archery, 

swimming, sports, climbing and 

other forms of rugged outdoor 

fun acquaint campers with local 

wilderness areas. Transportation is 

provided for kids from their homes 

to the Pasadena camp, with the 

exception of those living outside 

normal pick-up areas.

Dates: 6/16 – 8/22. 
Ages: Pre-Camp ages 3 – 5; 
Day Camp 1st – 5th Grade; 
Outpost Camp 6th – 9th Grade.  
Schedule: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Choose 2, 3 or 5 days a week.  
Cost: Price varies by number of days 
and weeks registered. 
First day to register: Now.  
Hahamongna Watershed Park 
707 West Woodbury Rd, #F, 
Altadena 
Website: www.tomsawyercamps.com 
Phone: (626) 794-1156
 

Wizard of Art 
Summer art workshops at this 

popular Los Feliz art school feature 

drawing, painting, cartooning, 

and clay sculpting. All ages are 

welcome.  Single hour classes are 

also available throughout the 

summer.

Dates, schedule and further details to 

be determined.  
Ages: 4 and up. 
Schedule: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  
Cost: $230 per week.
1947 Hillhurst Ave. Los Feliz  
Website: http://thewizardofart.com  
Phone: (323) 661-0341

Zoo Camp 

Kids will go ape over the L.A. Zoo’s 

hundreds of amazing animals 

from meerkats to spider monkeys. 

ZooCamp offers fun, educational, 

week-long sessions for young 

animal-lovers and adventurers who 

want to learn more about their 

favorite furry, flying, or amphibious 

friends.

Dates: 6/16 – 8/8.  
Ages: 4 – 12.  
Schedule: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. with 
extended care available. 
Cost: To be determined; member 
discounts available.  
Los Angeles Zoo, 5333 Zoo Drive
Website: www.lazoo.org/education 
Phone: (323) 644-4211

Overnight Camps

Astrocamp Nestled in the San 

Jacinto mountains near the town 

of Idyllwild, Astrocamp offers 

residential camps where kids 

can train like NASA astronauts, 

explore space with state-of-the-art 

telescopes, simulate rock climbing 

on Mars, and more.  There are two 

groups divided by age: Astrocamp 

Explorer for kids 8 -14 offers one-

week sessions; Astrocamp Voyager 

for teens 12 - 17 offers a two-week 

camp.  Facilities include zip lines, a 

ropes course, and an indoor pool. 

Explorer Dates: 7/7 – 7/27.  
Voyager Dates: 6/29 – 7/25. 
Ages: 8 – 14.  
Explorer Cost: $950 - $1,050 
depending on the session. 
Voyager Cost:  $1,995.  
First day to register: Now
26800 Saunders Meadow Rd., 
Idyllwild 
Website: www.guideddiscoveries.org 
Phone: (800) 645-1423

Camp JCA Shalom 

For nearly 60 years, JCA Shalom has 

been the “Camp for All Seasons,” 

providing thousands of kids with 

adventures and memories to last 

a lifetime. The camp’s vision of 

Tikkun Olam – creating a better 

world – is fulfilled through a 

positive Jewish living experience in 

the natural setting of the Shalom 

Institute. Daily activities include 

traditional camp fare – pioneer 

living, canoeing, rappelling, 

archery, camp crafts and more – 

along with immersions into Jewish 

culture like Maccabiah Games 

and Israeli Dance.  Camp JCA 

Shalom offers two-week sessions 

for children entering Grades 2 - 8, 

three-week sessions for children 

entering Grades 5 - 8, special one-

week mini-camps for children 

entering Grades 2 - 6, and a variety 

of programs for teens entering 

Grades 9 - 12.

Dates: 6/17 – 8/3; schedule varies 
by age.  
Ages: 2nd – 11th Grade. 
Cost: $2,250-$3,275 based on 
session. 
First day to register: Now
Shalom Institute 
34342 Mulholland Hwy., 
Malibu
Website: www.campjcashalom.com 
Phone: (818) 889-5500

Camp Ramah 
For over 50 years, Camp Ramah 

has been providing kids with a 

unique, sleep-away summer camp 

experience in beautiful Ojai. Camp 

Ramah seeks to develop kids’ 

leadership skills and enhance 

their Jewish culture. The 2 four-

week summer sessions are filled 

with swimming, arts and crafts, 

sports, Israeli dance and Jewish 

music, cooking, organic gardening, 

musical theater, hiking and more.

Dates: 6/17 – 8/12.  
Ages: 3rd – 10th Grade. 
Cost: $4,375 for a single session, 
$8,750 for both. 
First day to register: Now 

Website: www.ramah.org 
Phone: (888) CAMP-RAMAH or 
(310) 476-8571
 

Catalina Sea Camp 
From scuba to sailing, marine 

science to seafood cooking, 

Catalina Sea Camp offers courses 

for all levels and interests. 

Whether your child is a beginner or 

seasoned expert, the challenging 

programs will advance skill level 

and knowledge for kids age 12 - 

17.  Two three-week sessions are 

offered and both are coed.  There 

is also a Junior Sea Camp for ages 

8 - 13 comprised of three one-week 

sessions filled with snorkeling, 

hiking, and ocean learning 

adventures.

Dates: 6/7 - 6/27 for Junior Sea 
Camp, 6/29 – 8/8 for Sea Camp. 
Ages: 8 - 17.  
Cost: $1,350 - $1,450 for Junior 
Sea Camp depending on the session, 
$3,995 per Sea Camp.  
First day to register: Now
Toyon Bay, Avalon, 
Catalina Island 
Website: www.guideddiscoveries.org 
Phone: (800) 645-1423
 

Catalina Island Camps  
Catalina Island is the ultimate 

summer playground for kids of 

all ages. Families can choose a 

one-week camping adventure 

all the way up to four weeks of 

exploration and learning. Activities 

include snorkeling, kayaking, 

sailing, paddle boarding, and 

hiking.  Catalina Islands Camps 

offer an authentic old-fashioned 

adventure with campfires, singing, 

and sleeping under the stars.

Dates: 6/16 – 8/11.  
Ages:  2nd - 11th Grade. 
Cost:  $1,425 - $1,700 per week; 
$2,750 - $3,200 per two-week 
session; $5,200 - $5,400 per 
four-week session.  
707 W Woodbury Rd Unit F,
Altadena 
www.catalinaislandcamps.com 
Phone: (626) 296-4040
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presents

PERFORMANCES BEGIN FEBRUARY 23!  FIVE WEEKS ONLY!
ASSISTANCE LEAGUE THEATRE, 1367 N. St. Andrews Place, Hollywood

CALL NOW FOR TICKETS!  323-469-1970 or visit
www.nineoclockplayers.com

T H E  E M P E R O R ’ S  N E W  C L O T H E S
A WORLD PREMIER MUSICAL THE ENTIRE FAMILY WILL LOVE!

Book, Music and Lyrics by Carol Weiss
Directed and Choregraphed by Todd Nielsen

Musical Direction by Gerald Sternbach

You’ll hardly know you have a thing on!
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Griffith Park Boys Camp 
This picturesque 10-acre facility 

rests in the Griffith Park hills where 

gentle, sloping grounds host 16 

air-conditioned cabins that sleep 10 

people each. The camp has a 30-

foot rock climbing wall, high ropes 

challenge course, archery range 

and miles of hiking trails allowing 

boys age 7 – 14 to engage in rugged, 

outdoor fun.

Dates, cost and further details to be 
determined.  
Ages: 7-14  
4730 Crystal Springs Drive, 
Griffith Park
Website: www.laparks.org/dos/camps/
griffith.htm 
(323) 664-0571

Hollywoodland Girl’s Camp 
Camp Hollywoodland is a hidden 

jewel nestled in Griffith Park 

between the Hollywood Sign and 

the Griffith Park Observatory. 

The camp has been around for 

over 80 years and is designed to 

provide girls with a true camping 

experience within the city’s 

park wilderness. Weekly themes 

and field trips are part of each 

session.  This year’s include: The 

Strange & Unknown which travels 

to California Adventure; Camp 

Enchanted which visits Disneyland; 

and Island Fever which features a 

beach excursion.  All are designed 

to foster self-worth, confidence and 

leadership.

Dates: July and August, further 
details to be determined. 
Ages: 6 – 14.  
Cost: $375 - $450 depending on the 
session. Sunday Open Houses will be 
held on 4/13 and 5/18 from 
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.  
3200 Canyon Drive 
Website: www.laparks.org/dos/camps/
hollywoodland.htm 
Phone: (323) 467-7193

Pali Overnight Adventures 
Situated in the beautiful San 

Bernardino Mountains, Pali offers 

more than 15 specialty adventures 

for kids to choose from - Secret 

Agent Camp, Film Camp, Journalism 

Camp, Flying Trapeze Camp, and 

Hollywood Stunt Camp to name a 

few.  Each week, campers put on 

special showcases featuring their 

latest works, films, new dance 

moves, acting, and stunts.

Dates: 6/15 – 8/16.   
Ages:  9 – 16.  
Cost:  $1,865 per week, 
$3,600 for two-weeks, 
$6,900 for four weeks. 
First day to register:  Now
30778 Hwy 18, 
Running Springs
Website: www.paliadventures.com 
Phone: (909) 867-5743

Tall Ship Summer Sailing  
This unique summer program takes 

place aboard the TOLE MOUR, the 

largest sailing school vessel on 

the West Coast.  The co-ed trips 

are geared towards kids age 10 - 

18.  Ages 10 - 16 go for one-week, 

while older kids 13 - 18 can opt for 

two-week excursions.  During their 

voyage, campers receive sailing 

instruction, marine science lessons, 

and participate in snorkeling, 

diving, boogie boarding, and 

kayaking.

Dates: 6/14 – 7/25.  
Ages:  10 - 18.  Cost:  $1,450 - $1,550 
for one week, $2,895 for two-week 
trips. A special three-week combo trip 
is offered from 7/13 - 8/2 for $4,300.  
Departs from Rainbow Harbour, 
Long Beach. 
www.guideddiscoveries.org
Phone: (800) 645-1423

YmCA of Glendale Camp Fox 
Catalina island  
YMCA’s Camp Fox on Catalina Island 

caters to youth, junior high, and 

high school kids who enjoy water 

activities, “land lubber” sports like 

Frisbee golf, volleyball, dances, 

and nightly campfires. Sessions are 

grouped by age and all are coed.

Dates: 6/15 – 8/16 Ages: 8 – 17. 
Cost: $600 - $625 based on 
membership. 
First day to register: Now. 
YMCA of Glendale 
140 N. Louise St., 
Glendale
Website: www.glenymca.org  
Phone: (818) 240-4130 ext. 24

YmCA Camp Surf 
Another YMCA offering on the 

summer circuit, Camp Surf has 

a strong focus on ocean fun, 

although campers participate in 

a wide range of other activities 

like rock climbing, archery, games, 

campfires, skits and dances.  

Sessions are week-long and divided 

into groups by age:  Mariners, 

Watermen, Beachcombers, and 

SOUL Surfers.

Dates:  6/15 – 8/15. 
Ages: 3rd – 11th Grade.  
Cost: $615 - $715 for one-week 
and $1,230 - $1,430 for two-week 
sessions. 
First day to register: Now. 
560 Silver Strand Blvd., 
Imperial Beach
Website: www.camp.ymca.org 
Phone: (760) 765-0642

YmCA Camp marston 
Overnighters at Camp Marston 

get to explore over 200 acres of 

trails and forests near San Diego, 

including a lake, swimming pool, 

climbing tower, and archery range.  

Arts and crafts, sports, dance, 

drama, and hiking are also on the 

schedule.  Sessions are grouped 

by age:  Explorers (age 7 – 11), 

Challengers (age 11 – 13), and 

Mountaineers (age 13 – 16). 

Dates: 6/15 – 8/15. 
Ages: 7 - 16.  
Cost:  $615 - $715 per week. 

First day to register: Now
4761 Pine Hills Road, 
Julian 
Website: www.camp.ymca.org 
Phone: (760) -765-0642

YMCA Raintree Ranch 
YMCA Raintree Ranch is a small 

specialty camp near San Diego 

focused on riding, caring for 

horses and camp fun.  Kids learn 

to ride, and get to know horse care 

and feeding in an unforgettable 

experience.  With 38 horses for 80 

campers, kids get plenty of horse 

time through arena lessons, trail 

rides and equine classes with 

additional care, feeding and ranch 

chores.

Dates:  6/15 – 8/15.  
Ages: 9 – 16. 
Cost: $615 - $715 per week. 
First day to register: Now
2315 Frisius Road, 
Julian 
Website: www.camp.ymca.org 
Phone: (760) 765-0642

SUMMER
CAMP
GUIDE---

Go to
LosFelizLedger 
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for a printable 

Camp Checklist



2150 Hillhurst Avenue, 
Los Angeles, CA 90027

323.668.7600
georgeandeileen.com

Los Feliz • Silver Lake • Franklin Hills • Franklin Square • Atwater Village • Echo Park • Beachwood Canyon

Coming Soon For Lease

1932 Hillhurst Avenue               Los Feliz                     $7,000           
Great location in this beautifully renovated Sustainability and 
Green Building north of Franklin on Hillhurst Avenue in prime 
commercial area of Los Feliz. Office space is approximately
2400 square feet and consists of three separate offices which 
either can be rented separately or together. Each office has it’s 
own separate entrance and restroom. Walk to great restaurants 
and shopping on Hillhurst and Vermont.  

  Thank You George & Eileen...

In Escrow

Thinking of Selling?
If you are, please call us and let us show you why our 

approach to selling homes in your neighborhood works!

George & Eileen 323-668-7600
moreno@georgeandeileen.com

Thank you very much for the great job that you did in selling my home on Glendower Avenue 
in Los Feliz.

As you know, my home had been on the market for over a year with 2 other Los Feliz real 
estate companies before you finally listed and sold it. 

As a business owner, I know how important marketing is. Your marketing and advertising 
efforts reached out not only to the buyers in the community, but also to buyers on the west side 
of town as well as many other areas, who may not have seen it previously...and as it turned 
out, that is where my buyer eventually came from!I will highly recommend you to anyone 
interested in buying or selling a home in the Los Feliz Hills.

Peter Sykes

2237 Panorama Terrace    Silver Lake Hills     Call For Price
Lovely 4+2 1939 built Cape Cod. Bright & sunny living room with 
a fireplace and built in bookcases which opens out to a spacious 
deck to enjoy picturesque views of the hills. Dining room with 
views. Refinished hardwood floors. 4th bdrm perfect for home 
office or den. Newly renovated master bath. Central AC & heat, 
updated plumbing & electrical. Detached garage. Large terraced 
yard w/fruit trees and patio. Located in Ivanhoe School District!

2694 Glendower Ave     Los Feliz Hills         $1,875,000
Breathtaking views of the city and the Griffith Park hills are 
enjoyed from this warm and inviting 3+3.5 New England 
style residence. Gorgeous living rm leads you to a fabulous 
deck surrounded by lush  greenery with spectacular views 
of the mountains and Griffith Observatory.  Sumptuous 
master suite with knock out city views, high ceilings, 
spacious bath & walk-in closet. Great library. 3 fireplaces.

Sold In The Los Feliz Hills!

2019 North Berendo Street        Los Feliz          $1,149,000
Lovely 4+3 2-story English style home with a pool that’s located in 
the much sought after Franklin Square neighborhood. Spacious 
living room with fireplace. Nice dining area. Bonus room is perfect 
for game room. Great outdoor space with pool and patio. Separate 
outdoor bonus room is perfect for home office. Central AC & heat. 
Approximately 2018 sq ft and 6502 lot size. Blocks away from the 
great shopping and dining of Vermont and Hillhurst Avenues!

 I am writing this letter just to let you know how pleased Tom and I both were with your recent help in recently 
selling our condo in Glendale, and purchasing a new home in Eagle Rock. This marks the second time in the last five 
years that we have used your excellent skills in selling a home, and buying a new one. In every part of both 
transactions, your considerable realestate expertise has been evident and invaluable. Perhaps more importantly, your 
personal touch and attention to detail have made all of these transactions as smooth as could be hoped for.
 The most recent transaction was time sensitive as you know, since we needed to sell the condo, and 
purchase a new home in a less than 90 day period. Not only did you manage to fmd us a solution on both ends 
of that transaction, but you provided us with invaluable assistance in the financing area for our purchase, as well as in 
keeping the sale end of our transaction on track when the buyers were having their own financing issues.
 While we have no plans to go through a third transaction in the near future, you can be sure that when the 
time comes, we will call upon you again! You guys are great. And we actually enjoyed spending time with you during 
the whole process as well.
 Thanks again for all of your help! Please feel free to use us as a referral if anyone would like to talk with us in 
greater detail about our excellent experiences with you.
          Frank Molloy 

452 Caruso Way              The Americana In Glendlale

2917 Lawndale                               Eagle Rock


