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[CD4 RACE] 

Ramsay’s Fundraising Slows
While Ryu Picks Up Speed
By Colin Stutz, Ledger Senior Contributing Writer

With 13 candidates cur-
rently in the race to represent 
Los Angeles’ City Council 
District 4 (CD4) starting next 
year, 11 reported new fun-
draising totals at the end of 
June that accounted for a total 
of $868,757.55. That amount 
is more than $200,000 greater 
than the other six city council 
races currently underway. 

Now, with two new can-
didates—local activist and 
2011 CD4 candidate Tomas 
O’Grady and business owner 
Step Jones—having entered 
the race to replace termed-
out councilmember Tom La-
Bonge, it looks as if this will 
be the city’s most expensive 
and competitive election on 
March 3, 2015. 

The district LaBonge 
leaves behind is oddly shaped 
and disconnected following 
the 2011 redistricting. Its core 
still spans from the Holly-
wood Hills to Silver Lake with 
annexed blocks to the south 
along Miracle Mile, Hancock 
Park and Larchmont Village. 
Included in the district is 
Sherman Oaks in the San Fer-
nando Valley. 

Candidate Carolyn Ram-
say currently leads the pack 
with fundraising totals of 
$166,611 through July 30th. 
But with $42,674.50 in ex-
penses, LaBonge’s former 
chief of staff has spent more 
than any other candidate by 
almost double and falls behind 

see CD 4 page 5see HOLLISTER page 16

City Approves Hollister Hotel But Curbs Site’s 
Nightlife Amenities
By Colin Stutz, Ledger Senior Contributing Writer

SILVER LAKE—Silver Lake 
may be getting a hotel, but 
perhaps not the one it was ex-
pecting. 

Following an application 
for a variety of conditional use 
permits, local businesswoman 
Dana Hollister has received 
a ruling by the Los Angeles 
Dept. of City Planning deny-
ing some of her 1629 Griffith 
Park Boulevard hotel project’s 
largest requests. 

While a conditional use 
permit for the former Kore-
an Pilgrim Church’s use as a 
25-guest room hotel was ap-
proved, its sale and dispens-
ing of alcohol in the proposed 
restaurant, lounge, bar areas 
and in-room beverage cabi-
nets was denied. Dancing, all 
live entertainment and special 

event uses were denied as well 
for the location on the corner 
of Griffith Park Boulevard and 
Lucile Avenue. 

A conditional use is a dis-
cretionary request for a par-
ticular use that is not allowed 
as a matter of right within a 

city zone. Because the vacant 
church for the proposed hotel 
is located within 500 feet of 
residential zoning, conditional 
use approval is required. 

Over months of commu-
nity meetings last year, neigh-

Hollywood Ford 
Eyesore Eyed 
for Apartment-
Retail Space 
While some had hoped 
for a park
By Bruce Haring and 
Allison B. Cohen

LOS FELIZ—Developers, 
working in conjunction with 
current property owners, are 
planning a multi-unit, mixed-
use apartment/retail complex 
for the Hillhurst Avenue at 
Hollywood Boulevard corner 
where the abandoned Hol-
lywood Ford building and an 
AutoZone now sits. 

Corey Leff, director 
of multifamily housing at 
Chandler Pratt & Partners, 
confirmed that the firm has 
submitted its proposal to the 
Los Angeles Dept. of City 
Planning for building a multi-
use complex on the space. 
The property has a northern 

see FORD page 10see CANDIDATES page 3

[CD4 RACE]

Study Up: 
The Candidates 
Take on Traffic 
By Hayley Fox, 
Colin Stutz and Ryan White
Ledger Contributing 
Writers

With the Los Angeles 
City Council District 4 elec-
tion just six months away, the 
Ledger will look closely each 
month until the March 2015 
election on where the candi-
dates stand on some key is-
sues, like Los Angeles Police 
Dept. raises, homelessness, 
crime and the state of the 
Los Angeles Unified School 
District. For our first install-
ment, we ask each candidate, 
if elected, how would they ap-
proach solving Los Angeles’ 
traffic problem. To create par-
ity amongst the candidates, 
each month we will alphabet-
ize their answers (this month 
they are listed A-Z).

GRIFFITH PARK—Lauren Fernandez, 9, enjoys the Independent Shakespeare Company’s (ISC) “Taming of the Shrew,” Sat. 
Aug. 23rd, with her father, Jose. While they drove from Ladera Heights for the free critically acclaimed play, many in the 
crowd of 2,412 were strictly locals enjoying “Los Feliz Plays at Night,” an event of celebration of Shakespeare in the Park 
for the Los Feliz community sponsored by the Los Feliz Neighborhood Council (LFNC). ISC’s ties to the LFNC go back to 
2007, when it asked for a $2,500 programming grant and instead received $5,000. “It was amazing,” ISC co-founder David 
Melville said. “It was completely an act of faith in us,” on their part. ISC moved from Barnsdall Art Park in 2010 to the Old 
Zoo location in Griffith Park. The Los Angeles City Council voted in August against an appeal filed by opponents of a per-
manent stage for ISC and Symphony in the Glen at the site. Melville said the permanent stage should be ready for next 
summer’s season barring a lawsuit filed by those against the stage. ISC closes this season Aug. 31st with performances 
of “Twelfth Night.” Photo: Allison B. Cohen.
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[LETTER FROm THE PUBLISHER]

In what feels 
like the opi-
ating of the 
m a s s e s —
someth ing 
akin to 

Huxley, Orwell or even The 
Hunger Games—the city’s 
Ethics Commission is bandy-
ing about the idea of creating 
a “lottery” with $100,000 at 
stake to incentivize the elec-

torate to vote. 
Imagine, being the lucky 

non-informed voter to take 
home the big prize (or one of a 
handful to win some deviation 
of it, like four $25,000 awards 
or 10 at $10,000 each). It’s re-
ally come to this?

I posted on my personal 
Facebook page recently, I hap-
pen to like Australia’s answer 
to a declining body politic. 

The government there fines 
non-voters $20 each when 
constituents don’t show up to 
the polls. 

There are many solutions 
that have been offered for 
alarmingly declining voter 
turnout. One that this news-
paper can do is to try and 
educate voters, as best we can, 
on the candidates and their re-

see PUBLISHER page 5
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FREE 
coffee cupping, every Friday at noon

•
LEARN 

home bru-ing classes

•
SEE 

local artwork 

•
WATCH 

local short films every month

1866 N. VERMONT AVENUE
CORNER OF FRANKLIN & VERMONT

FREE PARKING AND WI-FI FOR BRU CUSTOMERS

www.brucoffeebar.com

20% off 
purchase 
with coupon- expires 12/31/14

good for coffee and tea only

Los Feliz Neighborhood Council 
Has Vacancies 
LOS FELIZ—The Los Fe-
liz Neighborhood Council 
(LFNC) has boardmember 
seats open in its District A.

The LFNC District A is in 
the northern part of the council 
area, bounded by Griffith Park 
Drive on the east and Fern Dell 

Boulevard on the west, extend-
ing to Los Feliz Boulevard as its 
southern border. 

One seat is vacant, while 
another current councilmem-
ber has not been attending 
meetings because of a family 
member’s illness and may not 

be able to continue serving on 
the council.

Interested parties can email 
communications@losfeliznc.
org for more information and 
to learn about the LFNC  
application process. 

For candidate Tara Ban-
nister, her solution is using 
new technological know-how 
to unsnarl congestion. 

“Traffic is about people, 
not cars,” she said. “In order to 
mitigate traffic concerns… we 
must use new technology and 
modern planning solutions to 
improve traffic in all neighbor-
hoods, but specifically along 
Los Feliz Boulevard.”  

Candidate Teddy Davis 
prides himself walking the dis-
trict—before any other candi-
dates—meeting neighbors at 
their homes face to face. He 
says in his months of doing 
so, traffic comes up as one of 
the leading issues on people’s 
minds. 

Specifically for problem 
area Los Feliz Boulevard, he 
said we need to see a “stepped-
up effort” to better synchro-
nize traffic lights.

“You hit light after light 
after light,” he said. “And it 
impedes traffic on Hillhurst, 
Vermont and Commonwealth, 
as well.”

More broadly, Davis said 
he would work to expand Los 
Angeles transit, specifically, in 
one case by building a north-
south Metro line from the San 
Fernando Valley on the 405 
Freeway to the Los Angeles 
International Airport. 

For this, Davis advocates 
for a 45-year countywide half-
cent sales tax, the so-called 
“Move L.A. R2 Proposal,” ex-
pected on 2016 ballots to fund 
such transit improvements. If 
approved, the tax would gen-
erate $90 billion. 

He also is campaigning 
for more parking and “ride-
share” options at existing tran-
sit stations. 

“It’s shortsightedness 
when we spend money for 
public transit but don’t go the 
extra step to make sure there’s 
adequate parking,” he said. 
“The first mile and last mile 
of transit are critical. If you 
can’t get that final mile home 
it doesn’t help. That’s what 
makes for a functional transit 
system.”

Candidate Shelia Irani 
agrees. 

For that “last-mile” prob-
lem she said she proposes an 
Uber-inspired idea called “de-
mand-response vanpooling.” 

As with Uber, riders, she 
said, would use their smart-
phones to summon a ride. Un-
like Uber, however, she said 
a computer algorithm could 
then determine how to best 
group together a handful of 
riders in the same area that 
would then get picked up by 
a van and dropped off at their 
destination. Irani suggests rid-
ers might pay with their bus 
passes, with the county run-
ning or contracting out the 
van service. 

“It’s like an adjunct to 

your train ride,” she said. 
“Even if we could reduce the 
number of cars by 10% that’s 
a whole lot.”

Irani’s other idea is for 
city officials to more actively 
promote telecommuting, a 
practice she said has been 
“embraced by employees and 
feared by employers.” With 
more employees working from 
home, employers would need 
less parking, roads would see 
fewer cars and less air pollu-
tion and commute-weary em-
ployees would be less stressed, 
she said.

Candidate Step Jones sug-
gested the city start addressing 
traffic concerns first by exam-
ining traffic accidents. 

“When a plane has an ac-
cident someone investigates 
the scene,” he said. “I believe 
this would help the city of 
Los Angeles to investigate ac-
cidents to see what we can do 
to make the streets safer to 
begin with… You know your 
mother or father probably told 
you safety first.”

Additionally he said fixing 
the streets would be helpful, 
promoting himself as a “nuts 
and bolts” kind of council-
member. “Libertarian and rea-
sonable,” he said. 

Candidate Wally Knox 
said he is ready to roll up his 
sleeves to get to work on Los 
Angeles traffic. In Los Feliz, 
like other candidates, he ad-
vocates for synchronizing the 
lights of Los Feliz Boulevard 
and, creating a bus “cut out” 
near the Mulholland Foun-
tain, “so buses heading east 
don’t completely block the 
right-hand lane when they 
stop,” he said. “There are simi-
lar practical measures we can 
take throughout the city. It is 
high time to get cracking.”

Candidate Fred Mariscal 
said while he acknowledges 
traffic issues regionally, he is 
especially cognizant of CD4’s 
“especially difficult issues.” 

Some of the most popular 
areas for walking and biking 
in the district, he said, have 
some of the most dangerous 
intersections. 

“Traffic flow patterns 
weren’t designed to accommo-
date pedestrian communities,” 
he said, and the rapid influx 
of new developments doesn’t 
help the matter.

“I am not anti-develop-
ment but I strongly believe 
that any new mixed-use or 
large project [must] include a 
plan component to limit the 
number of cars,” he said.

Mariscal suggested pos-
sible “people movers” to move 
groups of people to public 
transit stops. He also believes 
sensibly “increasing density” 
will encourage more walkers 
and bicyclists. 

Candidate Tomas 
O’Grady said there are a cou-

CANDIDATES from page 1

see CANDIDATES page 8
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L.A. City Council Denies Appeals Filed vs. Ballfields 
& Stage for Griffith Park
Opponents Can File Legal Challenge by Mid-September  

By Allison B. Cohen

LOS ANGELES—The city has 
filed the necessary paperwork 
approving two youth baseball 
fields at Crystal Springs and 
a permanent performing arts 
stage at the Old Zoo, both 
in Griffith Park, after the Los 
Angeles City Council voted 
unanimously Aug. 15th to 
deny two appeals in relation-
ship to the projects. 

The city council’s vote fol-
lowed step by a five-member 
city council sub committee 
Aug. 11th that voted 4-0 to 
deny the appeals. One com-
mittee member was absent.

The appellants—Friends 
of Griffith Park, the Griffith J. 
Griffith Charitable Trust and 
the local chapter of the Sierra 
Club—now have until mid-
September to file a lawsuit 

against the city regarding one 
or both of the projects accord-
ing to state environmental law.

Calls seeking comment to 
the appellant’s counsel, Chat-
ten-Brown and Carstens out 
of Hermosa Beach, were not 
returned. 

Without a legal challenge, 
the design of both projects 
will start immediately. Both 
projects are currently expected 
to have a construction time of 
one year each, with comple-
tion for the stage in March 
2017 and the ballfields, the 
following September. 

Mark F. Mauceri, V.P. of 
Administration for the Los 
Feliz Neighborhood Council 
(LFNC) and chair of its Sports 
and Recreation Committee 
said he believes the appellants 

will file a legal suit, at least 
against the ballfields. Doing 
so, he said, would be just “an-
other delaying tactic.”

“It’s sad. The original com-
pletion date for these fields was 
2014. Our area’s recreation 
centers turn away nearly more 
kids than they accept because 
of no field space,” he said.  

The LFNC, as well as 
five other area neighborhood 
councils, support the ballfields 
project. Also in support are the 
Los Angeles Dodgers and the 
LA84 Foundation.

Getting to this point in 
the process has been arduous. 

Both projects have been 

widely discussed in numerous 
public hearings and meetings 
for about five years, and both 
sides, pro or con, have each 
waged their own public rela-
tions campaigns for support. 

The, at times, vitriolic lob-
bies back and forth have cen-
tered around the lack of play-
ing fields for children in the 
4,200-acre park; that children 
from area schools near Griffith 
Park—whom would presum-
ably use the fields—live most-
ly at poverty; that the displace-
ment of seven picnic tables at 
Crystal Springs would disrupt 
the long-term use of the site 
for picnickers mostly of His-
panic origin; and the removal 
of trees and, specifically, one 
Sycamore estimated to be 
about 100 years old, would be 
environmentally “tragic.”

Calls to “storm city hall” 
and “chain yourself to the 

tree for a week,” have been re-
cently posted on the Friends 
of Griffith Park’s Facebook 
page.

Appellants had claimed 
the city’s final $240,000 en-
vironmental impact report for 
the baseball fields was flawed 
and deficient in numerous ar-
eas, such as analyzing alterna-
tive sites for the project. Over 
the years, at least three other 
locations for the ballfields had 
been analyzed by the city, but 
each found unacceptable for a 
variety of reasons. 

In reference to the stage, 
which will be used by Shake-
speare in the Park for free sum-
mer concerts and Los Feliz-
based Symphony in the Glen, 
appellants sought to have the 
city conduct an environmental 
report for the project. The city 
had previously concluded such 
a report was unnecessary. 

LFNC Voted One of Best of
City Neighborhood Councils

LOS ANGELES—The Los An-
geles city Board of Neigh-
borhood Commissioners has 
awarded the Los Feliz Neigh-
borhood Council (LFNC) 
with an EmpowerLA award as 
one of the best neighborhood 
councils in the city. 

The letter of congratula-
tions, sent in August, from the 
commissioners indicated the 
LFNC is a “model for others” 
in the system. 

The LFNC will be hon-
ored with the award at the Los 
Angeles Congress of Neigh-
borhoods on Sept. 20th. 

“We are very proud of 
all of you and the exemplary 
work you are doing to benefit 

the citizens of Los Angeles,” 
the letter read. 

A representative of the 
LFNC has also been invited 
to participate in a panel dis-
cussion, also in September, 
focusing on the council’s best 
practices. 

Since its establishment 
in 1999, the Los Angeles 
Department of Neighbor-
hood Empowerment is the 
nation’s largest citizen-based 
government. Currently, Los 
Angeles has nearly 100 such 
neighborhood councils that 
serve as a conduit between 
local neighborhoods and Los 
Angeles City Hall and its de-
partments. 

The letter of congratulations, sent 
in August, from the commissioners 
indicated the LFNC is a “model for 

others” in the system.

Le Vin AwardedFor Work 
on Documenting Area

SILVER LAKE—The Silver 
Lake Neighborhood Council 
(SLNC) awarded long-time 
resident Genelle Le Vin with 
the “Silver Lake Neighbor-
hood Council History Collec-
tive Award” in August. 

The History Collective 
was founded by the SLNC in 
2005  to preserve the photo-
graphic and oral histories of 
long-term residents, business 
owners, artists and other resi-

dents of Silver Lake. 
Archives from the collec-

tive include video interviews 
and old family photographs 
and are available online 
through USC’s Doheny Li-
brary’s Regional Archives 
Dept. 

Le Vin’s award was in-
scribed: “To honor your con-
tribution to the preservation 
and history of our community. 
With gratitude.” 
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7:30pm (or when it gets dark)  No charge.
Community-style seating. Snacks while they last.

Sept 05      Chicken Run
Sept 12       Muppets (2011)

Sept  19       Up
Sept 26     Mary Poppins

Give unto others this back-to-school month!  Bring new or gently used books, new arts and crafts materials 
or school supplies to One Colorado’s courtyard collection for Pasadena’s Mothers’ Club.  (Mothersclub.org)

Saturday Night free concerts in the Courtyard.   
Check website for music line-up.

two other candidates—David 
Ryu and Steve Veres—for to-
tal cash on hand. 

Ramsay’s contributions 
have slowed significantly since 
she entered the race. While 
Ramsay collected $108,075 
in the first three months after 
launching her campaign in 
September 2013, in the most 
recent reporting period she 
collected just $56,741. 

As well, though Ramsay 
exhibited an impressive show-
ing of local support early on 
with 73% of her contributions 
coming from zip codes within 
CD4, that statistic, too, fell to 
60% in the recent period. Still, 
overall, she leads candidates 
with a total over $113,000 in 
local contributions, account-
ing for 68% of her overall fun-
draising. 

But Ramsay warned 
against reading too much into 
her campaigning over this pe-
riod, crediting the drops in her 
figures to her father’s deterio-
rating health over the first half 
of the year. An NBA Hall of 
Fame coach, Jack Ramsay died 
in April after a short illness 
preventing Ramsay from fun-
draising for several months. 

“I’m extremely proud of 
and humbled by the support 
I have received,” Ramsay said. 

“This race is about the many 
amazing neighborhoods and 
people of the 4th District. I’m 
focused on listening to people 
in the district and hearing 
their compelling, well-in-
formed ideas for making the 
city better every day.”

Ryu, a director of devel-
opment and public affairs at 
the Kedren Acute Psychiat-
ric Hospital and Community 
Mental Health Center, report-

ed the highest contributions in 
the last reporting period. 

With a total of $161,187 
in the first half of the year, 
Ryu now comfortably trails 
Ramsay’s total fundraising fig-
ures by just $5,000 and leads 
all candidates with more than 
$151,000 cash on hand. 

Ryu, a self-described 
“newcomer and neighborhood 
candidate without political ex-
perience,” announced his can-
didacy last February. 

With $40,600 of his con-
tributions coming from CD4 
zip codes, his local support is 
still dwarfed by Ramsay’s to-
tal $113,416, but momentum 
could be on his side. 

Locally, Ryu’s local con-
tributions account for just 
25% of his total fundraising. 
However, his campaign raised 
the second most money locally 

CD 4 from page 1

spective positions. We start a 
series of articles with this edi-
tion that hopes to do just that. 

This month we take on 
everyone’s favorite L.A. joke: 
“traffic.” Future editions,  
leading up to the upcoming 
March 2015 election, will fo-
cus on each candidate’s stand 
on issues as homelessness, 
crime, Griffith Park and our 
city’s public school system. 

In the meantime, if low 
poll turnout continues (and we 
hope it does not) just imagine 
the money the city can rake in 
under Australia’s plan. 

Using results from the 
May 2013 election for Mayor 
between Eric Garcetti and 
Wendy Greuel, the city would 
have taken in $27,554,520 
from those who view voting as 
annoying as a parking ticket.  

PUBLISHER from page 2

While the assumption that money 
can buy an election may not always 

hold true, fundraising figures provide 
insight to candidates’ broad and local 

support. Voters are only allowed to 
donate $700 to a Los Angeles City Council 

candidate per election. 
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David E. Ryu   

Carolyn Ramsay   

John Nelson Perron, Jr.   

Joan Pelico   

Fred Mariscal   

Wally Knox   

Sheila Irani   

Edward “Teddy” James Davis   

Tara Bannister   

CD4 CANDIDATES’ CONTRIBUTIONS BY LOCATION
(as of June 30, 2014)

From CD4 Zip Codes

From Zip Codes Outside CD4

Chart excludes candidates Step Jones, 
Tomas O'Grady and Gregory Smith—
all of who have not reported contributions 
according to the LACity website reported 
through 06/30/14

90004, 90005, 90010, 90019, 90020, 90027, 90028, 
90036, 90038, 90039, 90046, 90068, 90069, 90210, 
91401, 91403, 91411, 91423, 91601, 91602, 91604

$4,450

$33,398

$31,452

$54,445

$12,200
$8,142

$36,100
$66,329

$5,925
$7,710

$50,950
$47,988

$2,050
$2,690

$113,416
$53,195

$40,600
$120,587

$27,903

$2,500
$19,059

$127,568

see CD4 page 9
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Albertsons Says Hacked Consumer 
Data “Not misused”
By Bruce Haring, Ledger Contributing Writer

HILLHURST AVENUE—The 
parent company for Albert-
sons supermarkets has re-
ported that a hacker may have 
obtained credit and debit card 
information from some of its 
stores. 

Albertsons stores in South-
ern California and eight other 
states were affected by what’s 
called an “unlawful intrusion” 
by the chain. The incidents are 

believed to have started on or 
around June 22nd and ended 
July 17th. 

As of mid-August, the 
company has not determined 
whether any cardholder data 
was stolen and claims it has no 
evidence of any misuse of such 
data. The company has noti-
fied law enforcement and is 
working with third-party data 
forensics experts to investigate 
the incident. The company 

operates an Albertsons in Los 
Feliz among its 1,060 stores in 
29 states. 

Mark Bates, Senior Vice 
President and Chief Informa-
tion Officer at AB Acquisition 
LLC, the parent company for 
the Albertsons brand, said in a 
release that it is “important to 
note that there is no evidence 
at this point that consumer 
data has been misused. We 

understand the inconvenience 
and concern an incident like 
this can cause, and we deeply 
regret that our customers’ data 
was targeted.”

AB Acquisition LLC is 
offering customers whose pay-
ment cards may have been 
affected 12 months of com-
plimentary consumer identity 
protection services through 
AllClear ID. Customers can 
visit the Albertsons.com web 

site for further information 
about the incident and about 
the complimentary consumer 

identity protection services be-
ing offered or call AllClear ID 
at (855) 865-4449.

Albertsons corporate of-
fice did not respond to a re-
quest for additional comment. 

Albertsons stores in Southern California 
and eight other states were affected 

by what’s called an “unlawful intrusion” 
by the chain. 
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[REPRESENTATIVE SCHIFF]

Keep Film Production in L.A. By Expanding 
the California Film Tax Credit 
By U.S. Representative Adam Schiff

For decades, 
Los Angeles 

has been synonymous with 
the film industry. It’s part of 
the culture and history of our 
region and a steady paycheck 
for thousands of middle class 
workers and families. 

Nowadays, if a tourist 
goes for a drive through Holly-
wood and Burbank, seeing the 
many studios and soundstag-
es, they might think nothing 
has changed. But behind the 
scenes, drawn by lucrative tax 
breaks, movies and television 
shows are increasingly filming 
in other states and countries 
and taking thousands of mid-
dle-class jobs with them.

The phenomenon of “run-
away production” is nothing 
new, but in recent years it has 
accelerated. And unless Cali-
fornia takes decisive action 
to stem the tide, I fear a day, 
not too far off, when the film 
industry in California is hol-
lowed out and it becomes easier 
to produce a movie or television 
show in New York or Louisiana 
than in California. 

As production moves out 
of our state, skilled human 
capital will relocate with it, and 
our greatest competitive ad-
vantage—our talented work-
force—will move elsewhere. If 
that happens, it will be a trag-
edy for our region’s economy 

and our cultural history.
California passed a tax 

credit for film production in 
2009. But since, the modest 
incentive has been outstripped 
by those offered in other states 
and countries. And in the fight 
for these productions and the 
jobs they create, it’s clear that 
we’re losing. 

We need to keep up the 
pressure so we can have a cred-
it that’s truly competitive with 
those in other states. That’s 
why I recently led an effort by 
28 members of the California 
Congressional Delegation urg-
ing the leaders of the Califor-
nia State Senate and Assembly 
to reauthorize and enhance 
the California film tax credit 
during the 2014 legislative ses-
sion, which is quickly drawing 
to a close.

Thankfully, there’s a ma-
jor effort underway by lead-
ers in our state to expand the 
film tax credit before it’s too 
late. A bill introduced by as-
semblymembers Mike Gatto 
and Raul Bocanegra to reau-
thorize and enhance the tax 
credit passed the assembly in 
June and should arrive on the 
Governor’s desk by the end 
of August. The Senate Ap-
propriations Committee just 
voted to fund the bill at $400 
million, still less than New 
York, but for the first time 

very competitive.  
This is a critical moment 

for California’s economy and 
our history as the epicenter of 
the film and television indus-
tries. Tens of thousands of jobs 
hang in the balance. If we fail 
to take decisive action to en-
hance the state film tax credit, 
we run the real risk that many 
well-paying jobs will be lost 
for good. 

Congressman Adam Schiff 
serves in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives and represents Los 
Feliz, Silver Lake and many of 
the surrounding communities.

ple of “quick fixes” around 
Los Feliz he calls “low hang-
ing fruit” that can be fixed 
immediately and cheaply. He 
is perplexed the lights on Los 
Feliz Boulevard, also, are not 
synchronized and also recom-
mends a bus “cut out” or “in-
dent” on Los Feliz Boulevard 
at Riverside Drive for busses, 
so they “no longer clog the 
whole lane behind them.”  

“It’s a well known prob-
lem, but for some reason our 
leaders can’t seem to get it to-
gether to fix it, get the com-
munity support together and 
make it happen rapidly,” said 
O’Grady. 

Regarding regional traf-
fic issues, O’Grady said city 
leaders must focus on getting 
people out of their cars and 
into public transportation and 
cycling. 

“We need to stop building 
our infrastructure assuming 
we’ll still have continued cars 
and traffic,” he said. “We need 
to start building it assuming 
more and more people will 
choose to get out of their cars 
to cycle and take public trans-

portation.”
In order to improve and 

build more public transporta-
tion, he said, the city needs to 
“win back the public trust” of 
taxpayers on how their money 
is spent.

“Once you can convince 
voters that their money is be-
ing well spent,” he said, “vot-
ers will be willing to pass new 
bond measures to accelerate 
the building of these new pub-
lic transit programs.”

As candidate Joan Pelico 
sees it, there are only two basic 
ways to deal with Los Ange-
les’ traffic problems: to either 
increase supply or decrease de-
mand. The city, she said, has 
exceeded its roads’ capacities. 

“Increasing [the] supply of 
roadways,” she said, “is virtu-
ally impossible in CD4’s ur-
ban environment.” 

She said she believes the 
fix is in “efficiency,” like en-
couraging the use of public 
transit and basic things such as 
adding left turn arrows so turn 
queues don’t overflow into 
through lanes; adding double 
turn pockets where possible 
without taking away another 

lane or parking, and increas-
ing parking lots to reduce 
drivers’ search time for park-
ing, which, she said would, in 
turn, improve air quality, liva-
bility and access to businesses. 

She also recommends the 
city contract with private busi-
nesses for use of their parking 
lots and create “rubber wheel 
trolley systems” that do not 
require constructing addi-
tional infrastructure. These 
two plans could work inter-
connectedly, she said, with 
parking near trolley depots 
supporting the localized pub-
lic transportation so people 
aren’t forced to move their cars 
between each destination. 

Pelico also said, if elected, 
she would improve coordina-
tion between city departments 
regarding construction proj-
ects, “so residents are not faced 
with unnecessary multiple de-
lays.”  

Pelico also said creating 
bike lanes is important but 
not until more drivers get out 
of their cars. Her idea is that 
since 99% of people use cars 
for various trips, decreasing 
car lanes for bikes is not a 

good idea until more drivers 
turn to public transportation. 

“I support bike safety and 
have several ideas I will be 
pursuing,” she said. “We need 
to be sure we keep our bike 
riders safe but [we shouldn’t] 
decrease capacity for the 99% 
until we can drop that per-
centage through options of 
public transportation that are 
used.”

Candidate John Perron 
echoed other candidate’s con-
cerns that more public trans-
portation is needed. Funding 
for this, he said, could poten-
tially be accomplished with an 
improved system to prevent 
“fare evasion” losses—mean-
ing lost city income from those 
who ride public transportation 
without paying. 

The area in and around 
Los Feliz, he said, is “especially 
impacted” by traffic conges-
tion, and the only feasible so-
lution is to create more public 
transit. 

“We waste 3 million hours 
sitting in traffic each year,” 
said Perron. 

Candidate Carolyn Ram-

say said she plans to bring 
together residents, small busi-
ness owners, city planners and 
transportation officials to de-
velop proposals for CD4 traf-
fic concerns. 

Like other candidates, she 
points to problems along Los 
Feliz Boulevard at Riverside 
Drive and said she would work 
with the community to also 
construct “cut-outs” for right 
turns at Riverside Drive, so 
commuters can access the free-
way while traffic can continue 
on Los Feliz Boulevard.

Improving public trans-
portation, first by analyzing 
current working models and 
then finding a way to pay for 
it, is also on her list. 

 “Locking turnstiles have 
proven to be effective at re-
ducing fare evasion along the 
Red Line entrances,” Ramsay 
said. “Maybe systems like the 
BART in the Bay Area and the 
Washington, D.C. transit sys-
tem, which use a pay-for-dis-
tance model, could prove to be 
more affordable, reliable, and 
efficient for collecting fares.”

CANDIDATES from page 3

see CANDIDATES page 17
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Longtime Silver Lake Chiropractor 
Receives City Appointment for 
Disability Commission
By Hayley Fox, Ledger Senior Contributing Writer

Cheryl Revkin has been 
a chiropractor, neighborhood 
activist and member of the Sil-
ver Lake business community 
for decades. Although a sud-
den disability caused Revkin 
to retire about 3 ½ years ago, 
she now returns to civil service 
with her recent appointment 
to the city’s Disabled Access 
Appeals Commission.

“I believe my chiroprac-
tic practice of 33 years where 

I saw a broad spectrum of 
patients, including many dis-
abled people, will help me 
perform with experience and 
compassion,” said Revkin, 66. 

“My own disability, 
though relatively minor com-
pared to most, has also opened 
my eyes to the challenges dis-
abled people face.”  

Revkin, not long ago, de-
veloped what doctors first be-
lieved was bone cancer, but ul-
timately concluded it was not. 
Her still undiagnosed condi-
tion has left her with a warped 
bone and she cannot walk far 
or work.

The commission is part 
of the Los Angeles Dept. of 
Building and Safety, and fo-
cuses on technical issues re-
lated to public access for the 
disabled in the city. 

Revkin was appointed 
to this role by Mayor Eric 
Garcetti, whom she first met 
through her years of work as 
founder and president of the 
Silver Lake Chamber of Com-
merce. Revkin worked on 

Garcetti’s mayoral campaign, 
but eventually left to pursue 
other volunteer opportunities, 
she said. 

According to Revkin, she 
was “very surprised” when she 
received an email from the 
mayor’s office asking if she’d 
be interested in a position on 
the five-person commission.

“Cheryl is uniquely quali-
fied for this commission as she 
knows disability issues from 

many perspectives, both per-
sonal and professional,” said 
Garcetti spokesperson Vicki 
Curry in an email. “She has 
worked with patients with mo-
bility issues, and she also has the 
point of view of a business own-
er and has worked with many 
businesses as head of the Silver 
Lake Chamber of Commerce.”

After doing a bit of re-
search, Revkin decided it 
sounded like a good fit and 
clamored at the chance to be 
back on the Garcetti “team.” 

Revkin, in her new role, 
has already identified particu-
lar issues that need to be ad-
dressed.

“I have already been told 
of a polling place in Echo Park 
that is not wheelchair acces-
sible,” she said. “I hope more 
information like this comes to 
me and we are able to act on it.” 

August was the first 
month that Revkin served on 
the committee. The Disabled 
Access Appeals Commission 
meets only when there is a case 
to review. 

see CD4 page 14

Revkin was appointed to this role by mayor Eric Garcetti, 

whom she first met through her years of work as founder 

and president of the Silver Lake Chamber of Commerce.

recently, after candidate Joan 
Pelico.

“I am honored and grate-
ful for the strong response I’m 
receiving from the commu-
nity,” said Ryu in a statement. 
“The financial support mir-
rors the enthusiasm I’m seeing 
for the campaign throughout 
the district. It is clear to me 
that voters in all the diverse 
and historic neighborhoods of 
Council District 4 are ready for 
new ideas and 
new leadership 
at City Hall.”

Veres, a 
c o m m u n i t y 
college district 
trustee and an 
aide to state 
Sen. Kevin 
de Leon (D-Los Angeles), 
sits third in overall cam-
paign contributions currently 
with $155,471.45 total and 
$143,879.55 cash on hand 
after spending a relatively 
modest $11,606.20 since he 
launched his campaign in Sep-
tember 2013. 

Veres received some early 
labor union endorsements and 
increased his fundraising over 
the past six-month period by 
nearly 20%, but has failed to 
build impressive local support 

through contributions. For the 
last reporting period, just 20% 
of his donations came within 
CD4 zip codes, making for a 
total of 18% overall. 

Also of note is the to-date 
fundraising of Wally Knox 
with $102,429, Joan Pelico 
with $98,938.04 and Teddy 
Davis at $85,896.69. Of all 
candidates the last six months, 
Pelico raised the most money 
within the district: $47,400. 
In total, 50% of Pelico’s dol-

lars raised are from donors in 
CD4. 

After announcing her 
candidacy in September 
2013, Pelico came into the 
new year with only $8,250 
raised. Chief of Staff to Dis-
trict 5 Councilmember Paul 
Koretz, Pelico said she didn’t 
actually begin fundraising 
until last March. She called 
her early contributions “love 
money,” meaning contribu-
tions from family, friends 
and constituents “who were 

so excited when they heard I 
was going to run and wanted 
to be the first to contribute… 
The rest was raised through 
fundraising events and phone 
calls,” she said. “My first fun-
draiser was in March which 
got the ball rolling.”

Davis’ figures show grow-
ing support in the district 
as well, tallying 53% of his 
$42,581 raised most recently. 
As the attorney and educator 
claimed credit as the first of the 

candidates to be-
gin walking the 
district—meet-
ing neighbors 
door-to-door—
doing so, has re-
cently more than 
doubled his local 
contributions. 

While the assumption 
that money can buy an elec-
tion may not always hold true, 
fundraising figures provide 
insight to candidates’ broad 
and local support. Voters are 
only allowed to donate $700 
to a Los Angeles City Council 
candidate per election. 

In the 2013 election for 
Council District 13, which 
neighbors CD4 to the east, 
the two top candidates Mitch 
O’Farrell and John Choi both 

CD4 from page 5

“…It is clear to me that voters in all the 
diverse and historic neighborhoods of 

Council District 4 are ready for new ideas 
and new leadership at City Hall.” 

— David E. Ryu
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boundry of Clayton Avenue 
and to the west, Lyman Place.

The application calls for 
a 202-unit rental apartment 
complex with 14,750 square 
feet of retail along Holly-
wood Boulevard. Chandler 
Pratt is working on the proj-
ect with affiliate HollyHills 
Developers.

“We’re in the early entitle-
ment phase,” said Leff. “We’ve 
just submitted the applica-
tions.”  

No hearing has been set, 
but Leff said the development 
will take over the property’s 
entire footprint, including a 
large parking lot used by near-
by businesses.  

Chandler Pratt is also the 
developer behind the mixed-
use retail/residential “City 
Lights” project in Glendale 
and the “Lankershim Noho” 
project in North Hollywood.

Leff said the Hollywood 
Ford project has not applied 
for higher density than per-
mitted in the area and that 
the completed project’s owners 
plan to hold onto the property 
for a long time. 

“Care and consideration 
will go into the design, where 
it will fit into the community 
and stand the test of time,” 
Leff said.  

According to public re-
cords, the property—com-
prised of seven individual 
lots—is owned by the Z. 
Wayne Griffin Trust, out of 
Ketchum, Idaho with ties to 
Los Angeles. The AutoZone lot 
is co-owned by the trust and 
another Griffin family mem-
ber. A recent assessment by 
the city of the value of the lots 
combined was $6.45 million.

The plans for the space 
may come as a surprise to 
some locals who had taken to 

social media expressing a de-
sire to “reimagine” the space 
as a park. A group to discuss 
the conversion of the lot into 
such was in the early planning 
stages. Ideas already bandied 
about were a possible relation-
ship of the park with nearby 
Children’s Hospital and the 
possibility of creating a memo-
rial at the space for the slain 
brother of a Thomas Starr 
King Middle School graduate 
last June. 

“With the real estate fire 
sale of the last six years, City 
Hall has squandered a golden 
opportunity to snap up park 
potential pieces of property at 
cents on the dollar,” said Los 
Angeles City Council District 
4 candidate Tomas O’Grady, 
who’s firm, Enrich L.A., had 
already drawn up plans for a 
park for the space. “Here in 
Los Feliz, people have gathered 
and asked for a local park.” 

PROJECT IS A SNAP
The project is designed 

according to the Los Angeles 
Station Neighborhood Area 
Plan (SNAP), Leff said. That 
master plan lays out an intent 
to make the Vermont/West-
ern Transit Oriented District 
“more livable, economically 
viable, as well as pedestrian 
and transit friendly in an ef-
fort to heal the community of 
the disruptions of the 1990s, 
mitigate population growth 
and achieve maximum benefit 
from the subway stations as a 
valuable public asset.”

Leff said plans call for 
surface, subterranean and 
bicycle parking. Neighbors 
recently voiced concerns 
about parking availability in 
the area when the plans for 
a nearby hotel adjacent to 
the Vista Theatre were an-
nounced.

Chandler Pratt has no re-
tail to announce and no price 
point for the apartment rent-
als at this time, according to 
Leff. The company’s web site 
claims it tries to create af-
fordable housing in projects 
of this size.

Renee Weitzer, the chief 

planner for Los Angeles City 
Councilmember Tom La-
Bonge, said the councilmem-
ber’s only request on the pro-
posal was that some land be 
left vacant near the northern 
end of the property in case a 
nearby firehouse wishes to ex-
pand. 

Asked about neighbor-
hood resident concerns about 
potential parking problems, 
Weitzer said the Hollywood 
Ford project would have 
“code-plus parking,” adding 
that LaBonge has never sup-
ported reduced parking on any 
district development projects. 

FORD from page 1

By Bruce Haring, Ledger Contributing Writer

EAST HOLLYWOOD—Con-
struction is currently continu-
ing at the site of a new Target 
store being built at Sunset and 
Western avenues, despite a re-
cent judge’s order to stop work.

The controversial con-
struction project has been un-
der fire from local community 
groups for its proposed park-
ing and its sheer size. Cur-
rent plans call for a 163,000 
square-foot-store with 30,000 
square feet of additional retail 
and food outlets. 

Residents want the site 
to have subterranean parking 
which, they say, will reduce 
the project’s height.

The order from Los An-
geles Superior Court Judge 
Richard Fruin Jr. to stop work 
was served on Target and the 

city of Los Angeles in mid-
August. Target is appealing 
Fruin’s ruling.

Local activist Doug 
Haines, who is part of a lo-
cal ad-hoc coalition of citizens 
that filed suit in opposition to 
the project, claims the city is 
“in contempt” by not enforc-
ing the stop-work order. 

“Potentially someone may 
have to be arrested by the 
judge to have this thing put on 
hold,” said Haines. 

Attorney David Law-
rence Bell, representing the 
coalition opposed to the 
project, did not return phone 
calls seeking comment. 

Former area L.A. City 
Councilmember Eric Garcetti, 
who is now Mayor, supported 
Target’s current plans, as does 

his successor, Mitch O’Farrell, 
who said the development is 
critical to economic revital-
ization in the area and would 
provide much needed jobs.

“This unfortunate series 
of events throws the project 
in limbo and that is not good 
for Hollywood. My office is 
working with the City Attor-
ney, the Mayor’s Office, the 
Dept. of Building & Safety 
and Target to respond to 
the Court’s orders while bal-
ancing the need to keep the 
project going,” O’Farrell said 
in a statement. “Sunset and 
Western is  one of the most 
heavily traveled intersections 
of Hollywood, and with the 
completion of the Target 
complex, it will have the  vi-
brant and quality retail that 
it deserves.  Everyone should 

support that.”
Kristen Emmons, a Target 

spokesperson, said construc-
tion is continuing so the store 
will meet its deadline to open 
next year, but declined to pro-
vide additional details, citing 
the pending litigation. 

Emmons claimed the 
store would provide 200 new 
jobs and currently employs 
an estimated 75 construction 
workers during its build-out.

Target operates more than 
90 stores in the Los Angeles 
area, Emmons said. 

Bill Zide, the head of the 
Hollywood Studio District 
Neighborhood Council, said 
the neighborhood council 
and community has tried to 
work with Target for five years 
“and repeatedly asked that 
they reduce the height of the 

structure by sinking the park-
ing. Every single time Target 
refused to listen or make any 
adjustments,” he said.

According to Zide, the 
judge’s order might mean 
Target may be ordered to tear 
down at least some of the con-
struction. 

“The money they claimed 
they would save by not sinking 
the parking was lost long ago 
twice over by fighting it for 
five years,” said Zide. “Now it 
looks like they will lose even 
more money. It is interesting 
to consider how much cheaper 
and respectful of the commu-
nity it would have been if they 
just complied with these small 
requests at the very beginning 
of this process.”

Target Continues Construction Despite Judge’s Ruling to Stop
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[REAL ESTATE]

So Cal Summer of Slow While Echo Park and Silver Lake Boom
By Bruce Haring, Ledger Real Estate Reporter

Call this the summer of 
slow in real estate. Southern 
California home sales fell to a 
three-year low in July, accord-
ing to the La Jolla, CA based 
DQ News and local realtors. 

Supply continues to fall 
short of demand, higher pric-
es are keeping some buyers 
sidelined and investors have 
largely finished their spending 
spree that propelled the post-
Great Recession boom period.

A total of 20,369 new and 
resale houses and condos sold 
last month in Los Angeles, 
Riverside, San Diego, Ven-
tura, San Bernardino and Or-
ange counties. That was down 
1.4% from the 20,654 sales in 
June, and down 12.4%  from 
the 23,253 sales in July 2013, 
according to the Irvine-based 
CoreLogic DataQuick service. 

The summer slowdown 

seems to be a staple of the real 
estate scene in Southern Cali-
fornia. CoreLogic DataQuick 
claims that, on average, sales 
have declined 6.3% between 

June and July since 1988, when 
statistics began. It also claims 
Southern California sales have 
fallen on a year-over-year basis 
for 10 consecutive months.

Local realtors back up 
that analysis.  

“Summer was very slow,” 
said Brock Harris of Brock 
Real Estate. “After the 2013 
explosion in prices and sales, 

we thought this year would be 
our best ever. Instead, it’s been 
mostly flat since last October. I 
think fall, and for that matter, 
next year, will look like more 

of the same: cautious buyers 
and over-optimistic sellers.”

However, Harris wasn’t 
totally pessimistic. 

“Flippers are leaving the 
business in droves as short 
sales and foreclosures dry up,” 
he said. “And all-cash sales, de-
spite making up a third of the 
market, are dropping, leaving 
room for traditional buyers.”

LOCAL SALES ACTIVITY 
Despite the general South-

ern California slowdown, DQ 
News reports many local ar-
eas continue to show strong 

sales growth. In the Los Fe-
liz 90027 zip code, 20 homes 
sold in July for a median price 
of $1.250 million, down 1.4% 
year-over-year. The median 
price per square foot was $650. 
Five condominiums sold for a 
median price of $495,000, up 
34.7% year-over-year.

Echo Park’s 90026 zip saw 
16 homes sold for a median 

price of $729,000, up 47.8% 
year-over-year and representing 
a price per square foot of $685.  
Four condominiums sold for a 
median price of $501,000, up 
26.8% year-over-year. 

 In the Silver Lake 90039 
zip code, 24 homes sold for 
a median price of $950,000, 
up 37.7% year-over-year with 
a median square footage 
price per sale of $593. One 
condominium was sold for 
$500,000, representing an in-
crease year-over-year of 14.9%. 

In Hollywood’s 90068 zip, 
DQ reports 25 homes sold for 
a median price of $1.075 mil-
lion, down 5.3% in year-over-
year comparisons. The single 
family square foot median price 
was $615. Five condominiums 
sold for a median price of 
$419,000, an increase of 6.1% 
year-over-year.

“Summer was very slow,” said Brock Harris of Brock Real Estate. 

“After the 2013 explosion in prices and sales, we thought this year 

would be our best ever. Instead, it’s been mostly flat since October. 

I think fall, and for that matter, next year, will look like more of the 

same: cautious buyers and over-optimistic sellers.”
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$649,000
Have a real estate question? Call me first!

Finally:  An Affordable Tri-Plex
5216 Romaine Street
East Hollywood

Stay of Demolition Imposed for Albert C. martin 
House While City Sorts Out Historic Status
By Bruce Haring, Ledger Contributing Writer 

LOS FELIZ—A local house 
designed by famed architect 
Albert C. Martin faces de-
struction if it is not granted a 
reprieve by the city’s Cultural 
Heritage Commission. 

The Oswald Bartlett 
House, located at 1829 
North Kenmore Ave. and 
built in 1914, is one of the 
few single-family residences 
known to have been designed 
by Martin in Los Angeles or 
anywhere. He also designed 
such landmarks as Los Ange-
les City Hall, the May Com-
pany building on Wilshire 
Boulevard and Saint Vin-
cent de Paul Church in the 
West Adams neighborhood, 
among many other signifi-
cant structures. 

The owner of 1829 Ken-
more Ave. home received ap-
proval last year by the Los 
Angeles Dept. of City Plan-
ning to demolish it to make 
way for subdividing the 
property into six single-fam-
ily lots. However, alarmed 
neighbors recently cried foul 
when news of the house’s po-
tential destruction reached 
them. They then reached out 
to Los Angeles City Council-
man Councilmember Tom 
LaBonge’s office. 

It’s unclear why the proj-
ect passed muster through 
so many review stages. Ap-
parently, the initial environ-
mental study for the project, 
which was the document be-
ing relied on by the review-

ing parties, did not identify 
the house as A.C. Martin-de-
signed and no further infor-
mation was supplied on the 
Martin connection. 

Thus, the sub-division re-
quest passed through several 
levels of approval, including 
the Dept. of City Planning 
and the Los Feliz Neighbor-
hood Council, both of which 
say they were working under 
the assumption that the house 
held no particular import.

Renee Weitzer, the Chief 
Planner for LaBonge’s office, 
said the developer claimed 
he called the city and was in-
formed that there was no in-
dication the property had his-
torical significance. 

After becoming aware of 
the issue after calls from sev-
eral residents, LaBonge filed 
a motion in early August 
that the City Council initi-
ate consideration of the home 
as a City Historical-Cultural 
Monument. 

While under review, 
Weitzer said a temporary stay 
of demolition or any substan-
tial alteration to the property 
has been imposed.

The Cultural Heritage 
Commission was meeting 
on the matter at the Ledger’s 
deadline. (Please check our 
website at losfelizledger.com 
for updates.) 

 “They usually take it un-
der consideration and go for 
a site visit and [then] make a 
decision,” Weitzer said, adding 

that it could be some time be-
fore there is a final determina-
tion on the house’s status. 

Weitzer claims no one is at 
fault for the review omissions 
that could have led to the po-
tential loss of the house, if it is, 
indeed, ultimately given his-
toric status. 

“I think there’s no one to 
blame,” said Weitzer. “It’s one 
of those things that happened. 
None of us knew.” 

BARTLETT HOUSE 
“A UNIQUE BLEND” 

The Oswald Bartlett 
House was built in 1914 for 
Hamburger’s Department 
Store furniture buyer Oswald 
Bartlett, who paid $4,800 for 
it. The home was described as 
“a unique blend of Arts and 
Crafts movement influence in 
a Colonial Revival residence” 
in LaBonge’s motion to stay 
the demolition.

Other details in LaBonge’s 
motion note that the house 
has a “distinctive “hipped-
gable” roof with an integrated 
eyebrow dormer directly above 
the entrance. The entrance is 
then covered by a shallow por-
tico that extends to just one 
side of the building. 

“All of which [these ele-
ments] highlight the unusual 
and unique asymmetry of the 
home. This particular speci-
men provides valuable insight 
into Martin’s career, as its 

see BARTLETT page 17
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IN ESCROW | 4455 Los Feliz Blvd. #PH1402 | Los Feliz

We are a full-service concierge team
serving all of your real estate needs in 
Los Feliz and beyond.

BryantReichling.com
BONI BRYANT & JOE REICHLING

Sotheby’s International Realty

323-854-1780 | BryantReichling.com

Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with 
Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associated and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Boni Bryant CalBRE 01245334. Joe Reichling CalBRE 01427385

[KEEN TO BE GREEN]

Children’s 
“River of Wings” 
To Take Flight at 
L.A. River
By meher mcArthur
Ledger Columnist

If consumer-
i s m — w h i c h 
encourages us 
to buy more 
than we actual-
ly need—is the 
cause of much 

of our waste and environmen-
tal damage, perhaps a philoso-
phy of collective creativity can 
be one of the solutions. 

A group of Silver Lake 
residents, led by production 
designer Marcelle Gravel, have 
embarked on a project called 
River of Wings, or ROW 
(www.riverofwings.com) that 
will draw attention to the Los 
Angeles River using art made 
by members of the community. 

Gravel was recently cy-

cling along the river marveling 
at the Blue Heron and Canada 
Geese who glided past her. Re-
membering the wooden bird 
mobiles she had as a child, she 
conceived of creating larger 
kinetic mobile bird sculptures 
and placing them along the 
river to entice more people to 
the riverside. 

With her husband David 
Hoffmann, she assembled a 
team who provided 60 tem-
plates of flying birds to local 
schools and artists to deco-
rate. Several have already been 
completed, some embellished 
with found natural materials, 
others lavishly detailed with 
bottle tops, ring pulls and toi-
let roll tubes. 

On Sept. 13th, at the 
Frogtown Art Walk (www.
frogtownarts.com), the birds 
will “take flight” along a half-
mile stretch of the river. 

“We hope that by being 
creative, we can get everyone 
excited about the river,” Grav-
el said.

The sight of these color-
ful birds created by children, 
adults and artists from our 
community to honor the won-
ders of nature will surely cause 
many of us to ponder what we 
really need to make us happy.

On Sept. 13th, at the 
Frogtown Art Walk, 
the birds will “take 
flight” along a half- 
mile stretch of the 

river. “We hope that by 
being creative, we can 
get everyone excited 

about the river.” 
—marcelle Gravel
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BREAKDOWN OF CD4 CANDIDATES’ CAMPAIGN FINANCES
(as of June 30, 2014)

Contributions

Expenses

Cash on Hand

Chart excludes candidates Step Jones and
Tomas O'Grady. Neither have reported campaign finance
information according to the Los Angeles City Ethics 
Commission website reported through 06/30/14

CD4 from page 9

continuously had the highest 
overall fundraising figures or 

largest amount of local sup-
port through donations. 

O’Farrell ultimately de-

feated Choi in a runoff elec-
tion spending $357,200 less 
than his opponent. He had 

30.7% of his total contribu-
tions coming from zip codes 
within the district. 
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HOLLYWOOD HILLS EAST | 2805 Pacific View Trail
web: 0285788 | $759,000
Contemporary 60’s style home with fabulous 
city and lush verdant views. 2bd/ 1.75 ba, floors, 
hardwood, parquet, tile, and carpeting.
Judy Dionzon 323.394.2330

SILVER LAKE |  840 Robinson St. | New Listing  
web: 0285862 | $670,000  
Silver Lake duplex is an opportunity for an own-
er-user or investor looking for a modest project 
that will pay dividends when it’s spiffed up. 
Joseph Lightfoot 213.700.4438

PASADENA | 181 E. Tremont St.
web: 0285800 | $588,000 
3 bd/2ba Early California Bungalow, rich in 
detailing and finish. New double pane windows 
allow tons of natural light with new French doors. 
Rosemary Low 323.363.0381

DOWNTOWN LA | 416 S. Spring St. #810 | SOLD
Listed at $459,000
Modern meets architectural at DTLA’s El Dorado 
Lofts. Residence 810, on the rear stack, compris-
es of a 1bd/1ba open floor plan loft with views.
Jovelle Schaffer 213.718.1110

STUDIO CITY |  13051 Blairwood Dr.  
web: 0285810 | $3,188,000 
Exquisite sprawl of privately set back jewel in 
Longridge Estates. Discreet driveway, updated 
floor plan, and designer materials used.
Michelle St. Clair | Joey Kiralla 213.304.4943

LOS FELIZ | 5276 Los Franciscos Way 
web: 0285873 | $2,695,000 
“Los Feliz Estates” Home with approx. 5200 
sq.ft. living area offering unobstructed spectacu-
lar city views situated on a large lot with pool.
M. Tabakian | N. DeWinter 323.376.2222

SUNLAND TUJUNGA | 7250 Estepa Dr.
web: 0285856 | $1,775,000 
Situated on 9 separate lots, totaling 2 acres of 
land. Currently used as a gated estate property 
w/a 1930’s Era Arts & Crafts 4+3 & guest house.
Gisele Plouffe 323.697.2964

SILVER LAKE | 1437 Westerly Terr. 
web: 0285841 | $1,675,000  
3bds/2.5ba + den. Offering a warm brand new 
organic home and a flat grassy backyard with 
decks, and knock out views.     
Rosemary Low 323.363.0381

LOS FELIZ | 1921 N. Hobart  
web: 0308076 | $1,595,000
On a beautiful tree lined street set behind a white 
picket fence. Original moldings, generous sized 
living & formal dining room. with built-ins. Pool.
Jeffrey Young 213. 819.9630

ANGELINO HEIGHTS | 1072 W. Edgeware Rd. 
web: 0285670 | $1,399,000 
5 bed/3 baths, including a lower level guest 
suite with full bath, studio space, full basement, 
separate entrance. 
Joseph Lightfoot 213.700.4438

LOS FELIZ | 5740 Spring Oak Terr.
web: 0285837 | $1,395,000 
Timeless 3bd/3ba traditional in the Los Feliz 
“Oaks” on a quiet cul-de-sac street. Flat back-
yard, enjoy mountain and canyon views.
Daniel Carson | Judie Carson 213.507.3030

SILVER LAKE |  1642 McCollum St.
web: 0285775 | $1,299,000
Spanish contemporary has warm style and 
modern function, 2 beds upstairs feature baths 
en-suite, a guest beds with bath, cook’s kitchen. 
Joseph Lightfoot 213.700.4438

HANCOCK PARK | 850 S. Bronson Ave.
web: 0308100 | $1,295,000
Wilshire Park Colonial Revival Circa 1922. Gor-
geous vintage restoration with generous sized 4 
upstairs beds, 1.5 baths in the main house. Pool.
Jeffrey Young 213. 819.9630

LOS FELIZ | 4607 Welch Pl. | SOLD
Listed at $1,099,000
4bd/2ba Character Craftsman includes: oak 
floors, built-in cabinets, upgraded systems, and 
period fireplace.
Joseph Lightfoot 213.700.4438

LOS FELIZ | 2014 Oxford Ave. | SOLD 
Listed at $929,000
Charming Country French, with high ceilings and 
a guest house. Built in 1922 this beautiful 3 bed-
room, 2 .75 bath sits on approx. 8,100 sq.ft. lot.
M. Tabakian | N. DeWinter 323.376.2222

SILVER LAKE | 1556 Murray Circle | New Listing
web: 0285888 | $868,000 
Located in the heart of Silver Lake, but on its 
quietest street.  A character 1930’s Spanish with 
an orchard and views.
Johnny Johnston 323.428.9655

SILVER LAKE  | 1433 Westerly Terr. | web: 0285844  | $1,675,000   
Stunning wood/glass/steel/concrete design. This 3bd/2.5ba and den 2 story home has spectacular views. 
Rosemary Low 323.363.0381
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323.486.0970 | losfeliz@yogaworks.com | yogaworks.com/losfeliz | 5531 Hollywood Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90028

Create your Fall routine with Vinyasa 
Flow, Iyengar, Pilates Mat and more.

Come in for a free week of unlimited yoga!

bors complained continuously 
of anticipated problems with 
noise, parking and public safe-
ty that they say the hotel proj-
ect would create. It had been 
proposed at some meetings 
to eliminate the bars and any 
music and operate the busi-
ness as a spa-like retreat, but 
Hollister had said this option 
would not be as profitable. 
Now, it looks like she may be 
forced to entertain that idea 
more seriously.

According to Manny Diaz, 
principal planner at FE De-
sign—Hollister’s consultant on 
the project—they are reviewing 
the decision and deciding their 
next best course of action. 

Diaz would not say 
whether they plan to submit 
an appeal but should they 
do so, they’ll need to meet 
a Sept. 2nd deadline. Then, 
the supervising Central Area 
Planning Commission will 
review the case. If necessary, 
a decision from that commis-
sion would be expected by 
mid-November. 

The three-story church 
was built in 1931, and due 
to its age, has been identified 
as eligible for local historic 
designation, meaning its pos-
sible renovation would require 
meeting standards set by the 
National Parks Service.

HOLLISTER from page 1 Franklin Library 
Gets a Re-Read
By Colin Stutz
Ledger Senior Contributing 
Writer
LOS FELIZ—Franklin Avenue 
Elementary School now has a 
new library thanks to a joint 
effort between Los Angeles 
School District (LAUSD) and 
a group of parents and com-
munity organizers. 

On Sunday morning, 
Aug. 24th, energy was high at 
the school, as volunteers led by 
Enrich LA-founder and Los 
Angeles City Council District 
4 candidate Tomas O’Grady 
hustled to finish what O’Grady 
called the public school’s two-
day “extreme makeover.”

That meant re-painting 
the room, sanding and re-
painting 100 shelves, staining 
the bookshelves, installing a 
75-inch flat screen television 
with surround sound, new 
cabinets for the new part-time 
library aide, a new birch desk 
running along the window for 
a dozen new donated Mac Pro 
desktop computers and install-
ing a projector on the ceiling. 
As well, nearly 50% of the li-
brary’s books will be replaced. 

Parents contributed 
$10,000 toward the makeover 
while the Los Feliz Neigh-

see FRANKLIN page 24

Advertise in the Los Feliz Ledger (323) 644-5536
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Courtney Smith
323.899.8509
DRE 01406768 

Kurt Wisner
323.841.3839
DRE 01431217

Nourmand & Associates
3167 Glendale Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90039

3860 Hollypark Pl                                  $729,000 4035 Clayton Ave                                  $675,000 3853 Valleybrink Rd                               $780,000 1717 W Silver Lake Dr                          $867,000

IN ESCROW

JUST SOLD

JUST SOLD

JUST SOLD

www.courtneyandkurt .com 

IF YOU’RE CONSIDERING SELLING OR BUYING,  
LET ME HELP YOU NAVIGATE THIS EXTREMELY  

COMPETITIVE REAL ESTATE MARKET.

GETTING TOP DOLLAR  
FOR SELLERS & GREAT 

DEALS FOR BUYERS  
FOR OVER 12 YEARS

3395 N. KNOLL DRIVE, LAKE HOLLYWOOD $1,695,000
2Bd/3Ba.; 2,355 Sq Ft (per Apprsr). Feels like Capri, but it’s actually a 30’s Lake Hollywood Spanish 
Colonial dripping with romance. I represented the out-of-town Buyers in their purchase of this great 
pied-a-terre.

1751 SILVERWOOD TER., SILVER LAKE $1,195,000
3Bd/2.5Ba; 2,428 Sq Ft (per Assr) 70’s Arch’l 1st time on mkt, EVER w/ reservoir/ocean views just 
waiting to be buffed & puffed. Wine cellar, st/st lot & possible 4th Bd. Grt op 4 developers & savvy 
buyers. www.1751silverwood.com

©2014 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of 
HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee 
of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of 
America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
does not guarantee the accuracy of square footage, lot size or other information 
concerning the condition or features of property provided by the seller or 
obtained from public records or other sources, and the buyer is advised to inde-
pendently verify the accuracy of that information through personal inspection 
and with appropriate professionals.  CalBRE 01321406/01317331

REAL ESTATE. REAL SERVICE. REAL RESULTS.

• 37 years sales + marketing experience
• 22-year Los Feliz resident
• Former board member Los Feliz Improvement Assoc.

M I C H A E L
T U N I C K

323.646.3893
www.michaeltunick.com

REPRESENTED BUYER

IN THIS TRANSACTION

eclectic style and significant 
Arts and Crafts influence runs 
counter to the character of 
most of his known works,” La-
Bonge’s motion read. 

Elan Mordoch of Ken-
more Investments LLC, which 
owns the property, said his 
company followed all of the 
development and approval 
process guidelines. Kenmore 
Investments bought the home 
in 2013 for $730,000, accord-
ing to real estate listings.

“We went though a very 
extensive process that lasted 
well over a year for neighbor-
hood and city support,” Mor-
doch said. “It’s important to 
us. Nothing was swept under 
the rug. [Historical claims] 
came up, and it was surpris-
ing to everyone. This is all 
new information, so there’s a 
lot we don’t know or under-
stand. But we’re committed 
to the process of determin-
ing whether this [house] is of 
historical value.” 

Mordoch would not say 
what plans would be if the 
house is found to be of histori-
cal value. 

“It’s too premature to 
even discuss [that] at this 
point,” he said. “We’re just 
taking the first steps with the 
community.” 

BARTLETT from page 12Stair Stepping To The Past 
By Ameera Butt, Ledger Contributing Writer

ECHO PARK—Wonder why 
there are so many types of 
stairs nestled among houses 
in the Echo Park neighbor-
hood? Some are steep; some 
are windy and some are so 
short—just 24 steps. 

There are 35 sets of stairs 
in Echo Park, according to 
Dave Ptack, board member 
with the Echo Park Historical 
Society, a group focused on lo-
cal preservation issues.  

 Most were built in the 
late 1910s and 1920s when 
Echo Park saw its biggest spurt 
in growth. 

 In the early 1900s, plots 
were laid out in the area, but 
with the advent and success of 
the trolley lines from down-
town, suddenly people were 

flocking to buy them up, ac-
cording to Ptack.

Real estate developers, 
who wanted to provide access 
to the empty lots in the area, 
built the stairs, he said. 

The biggest staircase is one 
on Baxter Street that boasts 
131 steps. 

Maintenance of the stairs 
is a concern for stair advocates, 
as, according to Ptack, the city 
has no budget for it. 

Each stairway has its own 
personality, its own ambi-
ance,” Ptack said. “Some are 
littered with trash and scarred 
by graffiti, and others are a 
leafy bucolic paradise. The 
stairs don’t just link the hills 
to the flatlands, they link our 
past to the present.”

For candidate David Ryu, 
he said he would outsource the 
city’s traffic problems to a pri-
vate company specializing in 
solving congestion problems. 

“The city hasn’t taken ad-
vantage of all these resources,” 
said Ryu. Better light synchro-
nization and the creation of 
roundabouts, he said, could be 
simple fixes. 

For the ever-troubled Los 
Feliz Boulevard, Ryu said a 
simple re-striping of its lanes 
could ease back-ups created by 
congestion caused by 5 Free-
way on and off-ramps. 

For Steve Veres, he said 

traffic would be his top pri-
ority, if elected to the City 
Council.

“It touches people every 
day, every morning and af-
ternoon and it can make your 
day or make your day pretty 
awful,” he said. 

Veres said such a massive 
issue that could have been 
handled a long time ago, if it 
were an easy one to solve, will 
be a key way to start distin-
guishing leadership in office. 

To start, he said, the city 
needs to “knock out the en-
gineering problems.” For in-
stance, the 101 Freeway, he 
said, has horrendous on and 

off ramps that create an ir-
regular flow of traffic. Solu-
tions here, he said, might be 
rebuilding some of these on-
ramps [or] limiting the num-
ber that exist at all.

Such issues are emblem-
atic of “1950s and 1960s de-
signs that are not withstand-
ing the current challenges of 
the system,” said Veres. “It 
was designed for a different 
era. The land use development 
and planning that we do today 
obviously impacts the future…
We must have this in mind 
when we’re modernizing and 
doing development to make 

CANDIDATES from page 10

see CANDIDATES page 22

Advertise in the

Los Feliz Ledger
(323) 644-5536

A dated photograph of Echo Park’s Laveta Stairs. Photo: historicechopark.org
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shine through  

With a 90 year history,  award-
winning senior living care, and a 
fresh outlook, Solheim offers the 

option to shine with a positive change 
and important support and resources.

Call 323-559-4926 today 
for an informative discussion and tour.

2236 Merton Ave
Eagle Rock CA 90041

(323) 559-4926
www.solheimlutheran.org

[EASTSIDE EYE]

Levitated mass: Doug Pray’s 
“Rock” Documentary 
By Kathy A. mcDonald, Ledger Columnist

How do you bring a rock 
to life? A new documentary by 
longtime local resident and di-
rector Doug Pray does just that. 

The film chronicles the 
creation of land artist Michael 
Heizer’s Levitated Mass, from 
its start in a Riverside quarry 
through its 105-mile, 10-night 
journey across four counties 
to its installation at LACMA. 
The rock in question is the 
two-story, 340-ton, granite 
boulder that Heizer selected 
for his long-planned work now 
on permanent display above 
a 456’-long cement trench on 
LACMA’s grounds.

Levitated Mass is Pray’s 
seventh feature documentary. 
His films revolve around pop 
culture (Scratch chronicles 
the rise of dance DJs), subcul-
tures (Surfwise—on the famed 
Paskowitz surfing family) or 
a misunderstand media type 
(the truckers of Big Rig). Dur-
ing the production of Levitat-
ed Mass, Pray’s focus evolved 
with the story. 

“I started out being just 
interested in the rock. I was 
not an expert on contemporary 
art. [But] my dad was a geolo-
gist and he made me apprecia-
tive of boulders and quarries. 
. . my fascination grew when 
I learned they were going to 
take down street lights and 
move the rock,” said Pray. 

The rock’s move, on a cus-
tom-constructed football-field 
long, 206-wheeled rig, became 

an international media sensa-
tion, generating controversy, 
excitement and awe. 

“It took on all these other 
lives and was endlessly fasci-
nating,” said Pray.

The film cuts between sev-
eral storylines: the museum’s 
commissioning of the sculpture 
and fundraising; artist Michael 
Heizer’s career—he rarely gives 
interviews—and his other 
sculptures including a mas-
sive land art piece in Nevada; 
the amount of bureaucracy in-
volved in moving the massive 
boulder; and the rock’s trek 
across the Southland. 

“Across the course, an en-
tirely different demographic 
came out each night and made 
it into their own thing,” said 
Pray. 

Those varying reactions 
by onlookers, sometimes hu-
morous, often disdainful and 
even angry, reflect the region’s 
economics and demographics 
in revealing ways.

“It’s more than a film 
about a sculpture that’s been 
sitting there for two years,” 
Pray said. 

Surprisingly, he said, the 
rock itself becomes a character, 
one with a distinct onscreen 
personality. “I got to know the 
rock really well.” 

“Levitated Mass” opens 
Sept. 5th at the Landmark 
Nuart in Los Angeles, fol-
lowed by a roll out to other 
theaters.

[EASTSIDE EYE PICK FOR SEPTEmBER]

EAT.DRINK.ART.  
Saturday, Sept. 13th from 7 
p.m. to 11 p.m. at the Los 
Angeles Municipal Art Gal-
lery in Barnsdall Park: A 
fundraiser for the city owned 
and managed gallery, the in-
augural EAT.DRINK.ART. 
promises great food and 
wine, DJ sets from KCRW’s 
Dan Wilcox and a silent art 

auction. Tickets are $30 in 
advance ($40 at the door) in-
cluding three drink tick-
ets.  VIP admission ($100 
advance/$110 at the door) in-
cludes a VIP reception from 
5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. Visit  la-
mag.org  for more informa-
tion. Los Angeles Municipal 
Art Gallery, 4800 Holly-
wood Blvd., (323) 644-6269. 

[RESTAURANT REVIEW]

El Condor Brings the Fiesta Back to Sunset
By Pat Saperstein, Ledger Restaurant Critic

Change is hard for some 
people. Particularly for the 
faithful customers of gaudy, 
goofy, El Conquistador, who 
apparently loved their neon-
green margaritas, paper deco-
ration-festooned ceilings and 
ho-hum Mexican fare.

Those former customers 
might not warm to El Condor, 
the completely new restaurant 
in the same spot. But they 
would be very shortsighted. El 
Condor comes from the own-
ers of Bar Covell and L&E 
Oyster Bar, who have done 
much to bring better food and 
drink to Silver Lake and Los 
Feliz. 

El Condor is just what a 
neighborhood Mexican restau-
rant should be: a place to get a 

killer margarita, some delicious 
chips and maybe something 
more, with a cool ambiance 
and laidback attitude. 

The restaurant attracts a 
crowd as stylish as at the own-
ers’ other spots, and it’s not 
unusual to see a well-known 

actor or two. But it’s still easy 
to drop in for a lazy Sunday 
happy hour drink (4 p.m.-6 
p.m. nightly) or family din-
ner after the Tuesday farmer’s 
market. 

Sitting upstairs in the bal-

cony bar, diners can look out 
over the inside and patio din-
ing areas. The whole restaurant 
has been opened up, stripped 
down and cleaned up, and the 
decor is now a groovy—but 
not kitschy—mix of colorful 
Mexican tiles, carved-wood 

window frames and a distinc-
tive brass and frosted glass 
chandelier. 

Executive chef Spencer 
Bezaire, who also presides over 
the excellent L&E kitchen, 

Start with a bowl of crispy, just-fried chips and salsa. 

If you’ve already ordered the tart and potent house 

margarita, you may have a hard time ever leaving.

LAWN
CA$HIN

YOUR

LADWP will pay you to remove your 
healthy grass and go California Friendly®!

Learn more today at www.LADWP.com/CF

In place of water-thirsty and high maintenance 
turf, put in California Friendly® plants, mulch 
and permeable pathways to save money while 
conserving water. Residential  and commercial 
customers can receive $3 per square foot of 
healthy turf removed.*

*Incentives may change. Please check the website prior to starting 
your project. Commercial projects are subject to a tiered structure 
after 10,000 square feet.

see EL CONDOR page 20
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It begins with the right setting. Comfortable 
surroundings that please the eye and senses. A responsive 
staff for resident support needs, with a licensed nurse  
on-site 24/7. Professionally guided fitness and therapy 
for an active lifestyle. Delicious, chef-prepared cuisine. 
Concierge and transportation services. Enriching activities 
for mind, body and spirit. What happens next is up to you. 
After all, it’s your story.

Distinctive Residential Settings  
Chef-Prepared Dining and Bistro 

Award-Winning Memory Care 
Premier Programs for Health and Wellness

Therapy and Rehabilitation Services
 

RCFE Lic 197608468, 197608466, 197608467, 198601646, 197608291, 565801746 © 2014 Belmont Village, L.P.

belmontvillage.com
Burbank (818) 972-2405
Encino (818) 788-8870

Hollywood Hills (323) 874-7711
Rancho Palos Verdes (310) 377-9977

Westwood (310) 475-7501
Thousand Oaks  (805) 496-9301

Let us help make 
this chapter  
one of your best. Winner of the George Mason University Healthcare Award for the Circle of Friends©

memory program for Mild Cognitive Impairment. Provider to the NFL Player Care Plan.

LozFeliz_9_2014_chapter.indd   1 8/15/14   8:23 AM

JUST SOLD $1,129,000                     
$230,200 Over Asking!
1243 Westerly Terrace

IN ESCROW, Multiple Offers
2210 Moreno Drive
Offered at $1,100,000

JUST SOLD $1,140,000
$40,000 Over Asking!
1926 Micheltorena Avenue

gailcrosby@sothebyshomes.com

Gail’s Sales Recent Sales and Listings

Why do so many prefer to work with Gail?
“Gail Crosby is a one-of-a-kind lady and my family and I are
lucky to call her a friend. My wife and I met in Silver Lake, and
brought home babies to the house we bought around the
corner from where we had our first date. When we started to
outgrow our home, we were fearful we would have to leave the
community we loved. But Gail was determined to not let that

happen. Through a combination of incredible
relationships, deep involvement in and love for
the community, and real business savvy, Gail
helped us both to find the perfect place and to
make the process an incredibly easy and smooth
one. I am confident that Gail is the ONLY person
who could have found us our little family dream
house. I only regret that we won't be working
with her again soon, because we aren't going
anywhere. Love! Hope you're great.”

— Jackson George, Micheltorena Avenue

JUST SOLD $966,550                     
$117,550 Over Asking!
2374 Edgewater Terrace

gail crosby 323.428.2864 Gail Crosby #1 in 2014 Sales 
for zip 90039 year to date.

License 01377453 EcoBroker Designation   SRES Source: Multiple Listing Service

Call me about my new “Coming Soon” listings!

8.16.14—Gail Crosby Sept Ledger Ad.r1:Layout 1  8/18/14  3:22 PM  Page 1

[A DOG’S LIFE]

Poisoned Parks?
By Jennifer Clark, Ledger Columnist

R e c e n t l y , 
Griffith Park’s 

mountain lion by the name of 
P-22 made headlines when it 
was discovered the animal had 
been poisoned by a rodenti-
cide. According to reports, the 
Los Angeles Dept. of Recre-
ation and Parks is required to 
limit ground squirrel popula-
tions and does so with roden-
ticides.

While P-22 is recovering, 
there have been multiple ac-
counts of dogs being sickened 

and killed by what appears to 
be rat poison ingestion. 

According to Alison Si-
mark of Citizens for Los An-
geles Wildlife, 95% of bobcats 
and 85% of coyotes in the 
Santa Monica Mountains have 
tested positive for poison. 

The city has banned the 
sale of these rodenticides to 

the general public and a state-
wide ban of the direct to con-
sumer sale of some pesticides 
went into effect July 1st. How-
ever, licensed professionals can 
still buy and use them. 

Recently, I phoned a park 
ranger at the Dept. of Recre-
ation and Parks and he was 
adamant that they do not use 
rodenticide in either the dog 
park or on the hiking trails in 
Griffith Park. Could these poi-
sons be coming from individ-
ual homeowners living around 

the park, hoping to keep their 
yards free of rodents?

How can we keep our 
dogs safe? Be sure and keep 
your dog on leash during hikes 
though Griffith and other 
parks. And be on the look-
out: the rodenticide looks like 
small, green pellets and tastes 
like peanut butter. Advertise in the Los Feliz Ledger (323) 644-5536

According to Alison Simark of Citizens 
for Los Angeles Wildlife, 95% of 

bobcats and 85% of coyotes in the 
Santa monica mountains have tested 

positive for poison. 
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 ✚ 24 Hour RN coverage
 ✚ 7 days a week therapy  

PT, OT, ST
 ✚ Wound care

 ✚ Case management services
 ✚ Nutritional services
 ✚ Respiratory care services
 ✚ Respite care services

Our Mission statement: 
“To provide with the highest integrity and quality, 

compassionate and effective health care services in 
the communities in which we serve.”

Country Villa Los Feliz
3002 Rowena Avenue, Silver Lake

CountryVillaHealth.com
Call for info and tour: 

(323) 666-1544

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ CMS rated facility

Griffith Park Adult Community Center Calendar

Sunset Hall - Curriculum and Advocacy 

Wednesday, September 10, 2014, 
12:00 – 3:00, Lunch, General Meeting, 

and Program at Friendship Auditorium 

Program: 
“What are the specifics of the LA River 

Revitalization Plan?”  A presentation by Carol Armstrong from 
the LA River Project of LA City and Mitch O’Farrell, CD 13 

Council Member and Chair of the LA River Committee

3203 Riverside Drive, just south of Los Feliz Blvd.
* Call for info and reservations (323) 644-5579

Lunch Program: Mon.-Fri., GPACC, 
11:30 AM sign in, Noon lunch, Donation under 60 $4, 60+ $2

GPAC Club Info and Newsletter: 
Stephanie Vendig, (323) 667-3043 or vendig@sbcglobal.net.

Join GPAC Club: Only $15/year for trips and news. 
For information on trips, call Doris Slater, (323) 667-1879

Programs for 
free-thinking seniors 

(323) 660-5277

Conversational 
Spanish at GPACC on 
Wednesdays

Thanks to our ad sponsor Sunset Hall. They offer...

[SENIOR mOmENTS]

Using medical Alert 
Systems for Help
By Stephanie Vendig, Ledger Columnist

As we age, 
we become more conscious 
of our body’s vulnerabilities. 
Obviously, we are not as ag-
ile as when we were younger; 
we can’t hear or see as well or 
can’t manage physical tasks as 
easily or even have mobility or 
memory problems. We can’t 
attribute everything to just ag-
ing, but as we age, we can also 
feel not as self-sufficient as we 
used to be. 

One area of worry is 
about getting help in a medi-
cal emergency when you are 
alone, such as falling or having 
symptoms of heart attack or 
stroke or even in a nonemer-
gency situation in which you 
may not need an ambulance 
but you need help.

This is where a medical 
alert system can be helpful 
and reassuring. One of the 
biggest concerns for the older 
person is falling and not being 
able to get up on your own. 
More than one in three adults 
65 and older will fall in a given 
year, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention. Two-thirds will fall 
again within six months. And, 
more likely, this will happen 
in your own home when you 
are alone.

Introduced in the mid-
1970s, a medical alert system 

is a simple push-button device 
worn on the wrist or around 
the neck. Typically, for a 
monthly service fee, the device 
would alert a 24-hour call cen-
ter in the event of an emergen-
cy and allow wireless two-way 
communication. Basically, 
the service signals a base sta-
tion connected to a phone line 
alerting a call center.

Today, there are several on 
the market and the technology 
has improved adding addition-
al features. This could include 
detecting falls without notifi-
cation and the use of GPS to 
extend the range of service 
beyond the home. Some also 
offer 911 access directly. 

For more information 
consider reading Consumer Re-
ports Magazine for September, 
2014 on “How to Pick a Medi-
cal Alert System” or online at 
consumerreports.org. 

The article surveyed six 
systems—Life Alert, Life Sta-
tion, Medical Alert, Mobile-
Help, Philips Lifeline and 
Rescue Alert. All met quality 
criteria and offer daily 24-hour 
monitoring putting two op-
erators on each call (one stays 
on the line with you while the 
other contacts emergency per-
sonnel). All come with a neck 
pendant and a waterproof 
wristband. 

millennium Says New Study Shows 
“No Active Faults”
By Ryan White, Ledger Contributing Writer

HOLLYWOOD— Fi nd i ng s 
from further studies of the ge-
ology of four properties near 
the intersection of Argyle Av-
enue and Yucca Street have 
been released, and the consul-
tant hired by developers has 
concluded there are no active 
faults running through the 
properties.

The geotechnical firm 
Group Delta sent a letter sum-
marizing their findings to 
the state’s Mining and Geol-
ogy Board, with the request 
it revise its preliminary map 
of fault lines in the area ac-
cordingly. The board met on 
Aug. 14th at the State Capi-
tol in Sacramento to discuss 
feedback—to date mostly 
from developers’ lawyers and 
geotechnical engineers—to 
the Hollywood portion of the 
draft map.

Stephen Testa, an execu-
tive officer of the state board 
who previously visited the 
trenching site, said at the 
Sacramento hearing that he 
agreed there was no evidence 
of an active fault, according to 
the Los Angeles Times. 

The board recommended 
California state geologist, John 
Parrish, review the developers’ 
data and findings before issu-
ing a final map. Parrish was 
reportedly given very limited 
access to one trench at the site. 

Several developers, in-
cluding those behind the con-
troversial Millennium Hol-
lywood towers next to the 
Capitol Records building, are 
keen to have the fault lines 
currently shown underneath 
their properties removed from 
the California Geological Sur-
vey’s new map, the first major 
update to fault maps of the 
area in nearly two decades.

 A preliminary draft of the 
map was released for review 
in January, with a final ver-
sion expected in about three 

months’ time.
The final details of the 

map have major implications 
for developers in fault zones. 
A 1972 state law known as 
the Alquist-Priolo Act forbids 
building over an active fault—
the law requiring new build-
ings to be set back at least 50 
feet from active faults. Devel-
opers who wish to build in a 
fault zone must first conduct 
extensive tests to ensure build-
ings aren’t built across faults, 
which can tear buildings in 
two in a major quake.

Developers of the Millen-
nium Hollywood, which in-
cludes 39 and 35 story residen-
tial towers, insist they’ve done 
just that. 

On May 20th, project 
backers announced they would 
start digging trenches on the 
4.5-acre project site to better 
determine if the Hollywood 
fault crossed the property. 

According to consultant 

Michael Reader of Group 
Delta, his firm conducted tests 
on four properties in the area. 
Workers drilled over 22 soil 
cores to 60 feet deep, dug four 
trenches from 120 to 200 feet 
in length and up to 35-feet 
deep, and conducted dozens of 
additional soil tests as well as 
radiocarbon dating.

“To date, the sum total of 
this work represents the most 
comprehensive investigations 
ever undertaken in an attempt 
to locate traces of the Holly-
wood Fault and assess their ac-
tivity,” Reader said in a letter 
to the state board, adding that 
the sites are free of any fault-
related risks. 

The “Stop The Millen-
nium” group isn’t buying that 
conclusion, calling the devel-
opers’ announcement “a cel-
ebratory dance for the media.” 

The group called for a full 
review of the raw data before 

see MILLENNIUM page 21

manages the kitchen with help 
from chef Cristian Velaquez. 
The Mexican dishes have a 
California sensibility, and 
while it’s a far cry from glop-
py old-school beans and rice 
plates, the menu is fairly small 
and not terribly adventurous. 

Tortas, quesadillas, tacos 
and enchiladas are the cen-
terpieces, but there’s also a 
few main dishes, like a carne 
asada or chicken plate ($18) 
and a pricier fish plate. Salads 
include Caesar, a fine chopped 
combo of grilled corn, pep-
pers, avocado, beans and que-
so fresco, and kale with pepi-
tas ($12), because, you know, 
it’s Silver Lake.

Start with a bowl of crispy, 
just-fried chips and salsa. If 
you’ve already ordered the tart 
and potent house margarita, 
you may have a hard time ever 
leaving. Or try La Llorona, a 
super-refreshing and unex-
pected combination of mez-
cal, hibiscus, ginger beer and 
pineapple, or the spicy Amor 
y Chile cocktail that packs 
a dual mescal and tequila 
punch. Other drinks include 
a nicely curated list of mezcals 
and tequilas, a few craft and 

Mexican beers and a handful 
of good wines. 

Guacamole is also first-
rate and if you add a gooey pot 
of Queso Flameado (baked 
Oaxacan cheese) with savory 
mushrooms or chorizo on top, 
you might be tempted to stop 
right there. 

The torta sandwiches ($13 
to $14) are messy but fun, es-
pecially the Milanesa—just 
the thing to pair with a Mi-
chelada (beer with lime juice 
and hot sauce). Soft tacos ($12 
to $13) are served three to a 
plate on homemade, organic 
tortillas with quality meats 
with tangy pickled vegetables. 
Flavors can be a bit restrained, 
but adding some of the house-
made salsa should fix that. 

For dessert, there’s a choc-
olate crema and flan with mez-
cal cream. 

Prices are on par with 
other neighborhood Mexican 
restaurants but not only is the 
food fresher and prepared with 
more care, the terrific cocktails 
blow away most of the others. 
Sure, it’s the new Silver Lake, 
but it’s one we can get behind. 

El Condor, 3701 Sunset Blvd., 
Silver Lake, (323) 660-4500.

EL CONDOR from page 18
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VISIT SJSLA.ORG/LFL TO LEARN HOW ST. JAMES’ IS INNOVATING IN THE CLASSROOM FOR 21ST CENTURY LEARNERS!

E N G A G I N G  H E A R T ,  M I N D ,  A N D  S P I R I T

St. James’ Episcopal School

fb.com/SaintJamesSchool

twitter.com/StJamesSchoolLA

625 S. St. Andrews Place • Los Angeles

(213) 382-2315

info@sjsla.org

• Challenging, well-rounded, and innovative 
curriculum, from preschool through sixth grade. 

• A brand new preschool campus, with four 
classrooms, an art activities room, and a library.

• Hands-on science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics across all grade levels.

• Vibrant performing arts, including music, dance, 
theater, and band.

• Our students go on to excellent secondary 
schools; we work directly with each family to 
find just the right fit.

Why St. James’?

OPEN HOUSES START
IN SEPTEMBER!

FIND OUT MORE
AT SJSLA.ORG/LFL

[LILA]

Ecole du Soleil
By Aria Khateri, 5th grade

Ecole du Soleil at LILA 
(Lycée International de Los 
Angeles) is a great summer 
camp for all kids! This sum-
mer, we got to have fun and 
learn French. We played sports 
like tennis and soccer. We also 
went on fun field trips, like to 
the Aquarium of the Pacific, 
LA Zoo, the California Sci-
ence Center and Underwood 
Family Farms. 

If you already know 
French, you can do a fun the-
ater program. If not, or if you 

know just a little, LILA sum-
mer camp had a variety of 
classes for different ages and 
levels.

In French class, we got to 
sing songs, watch French car-
toons, do arts and crafts, play 
games and make new friends!

One of the best field trips 
we went on was to Underwood 
Family Farms. We picked 
strawberries, learned about 
fruits and veggies, fed animals 
and played on an awesome 
playground.

any final determinations are 
reached.

“Nice spin, Millennium, 
but it falls short of the real 
truth about what was and was 
not found in that trenching ef-
fort,” the group posted on its 
website. The group says too 
many questions still remain 
about the consultant’s studies. 

While the California 
Geological Survey has ulti-
mate say over any changes to 
the Hollywood portion of the 
new fault maps, the Los Ange-
les Dept. of Building and Safe-
ty will determine whether the 
Millennium developers have 
amassed enough evidence to 
show there’s no risk of build-
ing at the site. 

“A full report of the in-
vestigations is currently being 
finalized and will be submit-
ted to city officials later this 
month,” Millennium Partners 
said in a written statement.

 “Stop The Millennium” 
and other opponents of large, 
high-density development in 
the area have persistently ar-
gued that fault lines running 
through the area make such 
projects unsafe. 

“We are appealing to citi-
zens throughout Los Ange-
les, California and the nation 
to recognize that our fight is 
much bigger than protecting 

Hollywood from the dan-
gerous, super-sized Millen-
nium project set to be built 
on an earthquake fault,” said 
Beachwood Canyon resident 
Fran Reichenbach, one of the 
group’s leaders, in a statement. 

The group has also been 
intensely critical of what it 
claims is an overly cozy rela-
tionship between Hollywood 
developers and the city agen-
cies that approve such projects.

“Stop The Millennium” 
launched an online funding 
campaign on July 29th. As 
of Aug. 20th, the group had 
raised $1,470 from 16 dona-
tions, or about 1% of its goal 
of $120,000. 

Regardless of the fund-
raiser’s success, opponents of 
the high-rises have a formida-
ble challenge on their hands. 
With their latest findings at 
hand, Millennium’s develop-
ers insist they’re ready to move 
forward.

“As we have said repeated-
ly over the last year, Millenni-
um Hollywood is steadfast in 
its commitment to build a safe 
project that conforms to the 
highest earthquake resiliency 
standards and getting the best 
information possible allows us 
to start planning toward that 
reality,” said Philip Aarons, 
founding partner of Millen-
nium Partners in a statement.

MILLENNIUM from page 20

LA Union Station Author Speaks 
Sept. 18 at Los Feliz Library

William Bradley, author 
of Los Angeles Union Sta-
tion: Tracks to the Future will 
speak at the Architecture and 
Beyond Lecture Series, Thurs., 
Sept. 18th, from 6:45 p.m. to 
7:45 p.m. at the Los Feliz Li-
brary, 1874 Hillhurst Ave.

Bradley will discuss the 
rich history of visionary 
civic leaders, cultural reloca-
tion and financial woes that 
culminated with the cre-
ation of the last great train 
station built in the United 
States. The grand and mostly 

Mission Revival terminal 
marked its 75th anniversary 
this past May. 

The author will not only 
provide the back story of 
Union Station with its iconic 
architecture, but stories about 
the trains that rode its tracks 
from 1939 to the present.

Skylight Books will have 
copies of Bradley’s books for 
purchase and signing.

For more information, 
call the Los Feliz Branch 
Library at (323) 913-4710.

Advertise in the Los Feliz Ledger (323) 644-5536
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SCHOOL GUIDE

Reserve Your Space 
in our 

Back to School Edition 
October 2014

To Advertise: Contact Libby Butler-Gluck 

at libby@losfelizledger.com 
or 323-644-5536 

for ad rates and details.

[ImmACULATE HEART HIGH SCHOOL]

Immaculate Heart’s Junior 
National Diving Champion 
Advances to World Events 

Immaculate Heart 
High School senior diver 
Olivia Rosendahl, who 
ranked 1st in the nation in 
her age group following her 
recent success at the USA 
Diving Junior National 
Championships, will next 
compete at the world level 
in two prestigious diving 
events. 

Rosendahl will repre-
sent the United States at the 
2014 FINA World Junior 
Diving Championship, 
Sept. 9th through 14th, in 
Penza, Russia, where she 
will compete on the 1-me-
ter and 3-meter spring-
board events in the 16 to 18 
age group. She will also travel 
to Mexico City at the end of 
September to compete in the 
Synchronized Girls Platform 
at the 2014 Pan Am Olympic 
Festival in Mexico City. 

Rosendahl’s string of 
achievements at the USA Div-
ing Junior National Cham-
pionships earned her the top 
overall score among the 95 
young women in her age group 
at the five-day event, Aug. 4th 
through 9th, in Knoxville, 
TN. 

The 17-year-old, who 
trains with the Trojan Dive 
Club in Los Angeles, won the 
junior national title in Syn-
chronized Girls Platform with 
diving partner Rachel Ruba-
due from Columbus, Ohio. 
The pair also clinched the 
5th spot in the Synchro 3M 
springboard. In single events, 
Rosendahl placed second in 
the nation on the 1M and 3M 
boards, and she came in fifth 
in the Platform event.

Competing in August at 
the 2014 USA Diving AT&T 
National Diving Champion-
ships—also in Knoxville—
Rosendahl and Rubadue fin-
ished 2nd among college-age 
divers in the Synchronized 
Women’s Platform. Rosendahl 
also placed 3rd in the nation 
on the 10M Platform at the 
Senior Nationals.

“Immaculate Heart con-
gratulates Olivia on her out-
standing performances at both 
the Junior and Senior Nation-
als. She is an amazing diver 
and we are very proud of her 
accomplishments,” said Im-
maculate Heart athletic direc-
tor Maureen Rodriguez.

Rosendahl has been a var-
sity diver for the past three 
years at Immaculate Heart 
High School and she contin-
ues to outperform herself, too. 
Out of 97 divers in Divisions 
1-4 at this year’s CIF finals, 
she swept first place and broke 
her old CIF-SS record with 
most points scored. 

sure we do it well.”
Veres also called build-

ing out Los Angeles public 
transit is “really critical” and 
new development projects 
must have adequate parking. 
Of particular interest, he 
pointed out the disparity of 
Greek Theater parking that 
works compared to the near-
by Hollywood Bowl, that he 

said does not.
This creates a situation, 

“leaving traffic to back up hor-
ribly along North Highland 
Avenue and the nearby 101 
Freeway,” he said.

To solve these issues, 
Veres said he recommends 
better public transit and “tech 
simple” solutions like the Uber 
and Lyft “Ride-for-Hire” apps. 

“We need to use smart 

phones as a key aim,” he 
said. “It won’t take the place 
of good planning but look-
ing at engineering problems 
and confronting them from 
a user-standpoint,” is a place 
to start. 

This article was edited by 
Allison B. Cohen. Oscar 
Winslow did not respond to 
requests for this story.

CANDIDATES from page 17
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[mARSHALL HIGH SCHOOL]

Spending Summer Honing 
Passions
By Allia Parsons

Now that school 
is back in session, it’s a good 
time to reflect on summer. 

The summer is a great time 
for students to pursue passions 
they can’t spend time on dur-
ing the school year. This sum-
mer I participated in the Cen-
ter for Creative Youth (CCY) 
program at Wesleyan Univer-
sity in Connecticut, where art-
ists of various disciplines came 
to spend four weeks dedicated 

to their art form. 
One unique quality to 

CCY is the amount of financial 
aid that they are able to give. 
Many students at the program 
were able to get scholarships 
from Connecticut arts founda-
tions. Having a program that 
not only is diverse in talent but 
also in economic background 
enriches the learning environ-
ment, bringing people with a 
variety of different styles and 

experience together. 
Every week we would have 

community share days and 
it was exciting to watch what 
artists were able to create here, 
whether in Creative Writing, 
Dance, Theater, Film, Musical 
Theater or Photography. My 
Creative Writing class was split 
into poetry and fiction work-
shops everyday. We were also 
instructed by various former 
students or previous instruc-

tors who visited once or twice 
a week to teach the writing 
process such as how to present 
one’s work or edit effectively. 

Programs like these are 
a great way for students who 
don’t get a lot of individual 
attention in their art form at 
school with the critiques and 
attention they need to im-
prove. I would highly recom-
mend this program and others 
like it. 

Every week we would have community share days and it 

was exciting to watch what artists were able to create 

here, whether in Creative Writing, Dance, Theater, Film, 

musical Theater or Photography. 
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W I L S H I R E  B O U L E V A R D  T E M P L E
E a r l y  C h i l d h o o d  C e n t e r s  ( 2  –  5  y e a r s )

To schedule a tour, call 
(424) 208-8900 or go 
online at wbtla.org/ecc

Explore and discover!
We share a culture of Jewish 

values and dialogue among 

teachers, children and parents. 

We’re proud of our highly 

credentialed teachers and our 

NAEYC accreditation.

WEST Los Angeles 
Mann Family Early Childhood Center
Audrey and Sydney Irmas Campus
11661 W. Olympic Blvd, LA 90064  

EAST Koreatown (Temple) 
Erika J. Glazer Early Childhood Center
Erika J. Glazer Family Campus
3663 Wilshire Blvd, LA 90010   

Tour Dates
West (Mann)

Wednesday, Oct. 1

Monday, Oct. 27

Monday, Nov. 17

Wednesday, Dec. 3

East (Glazer)

Monday, Oct. 6

Tuesday, Oct. 28 

Wednesday, Nov. 19 

Thursday, Dec. 4

For the past 16 years, Dr. Kristine Vardanyan has 
been involved in the field of education in various ca-
pacities such as preschool teacher, director, teacher/
director mentor, elementary and middle school 
principal, professor, researcher and child advocate. 
Currently, Dr. Vardanyan is pursuing her lifelong 
passion of working in the field of early childhood 
development by directing French Nursery Preschool. 
French Nursery Preschool provides a nurturing, di-
verse environment where children develop socially, 
emotionally, cognitively and physically at their own 
pace. The daily practices incorporate emergent and 
anti-bias curriculum, which stimulate each child’s 
unique interests, curiosity and sense of discovery. Ul-
timately, the mission is to enhance the development 
of social skills, relationships, respect for others and 
oneself, self-help skills, autonomy, peaceful conflict 
resolution and the empowerment of one’s own ideas 
and feelings and most importantly, instill the love of 
learning. French Nursery Preschool invites you to 
come and see the magic yourself!

“Every student can learn, just not on 
the same day, or the same way.”

- George Evans

“Tell me and I’ll forget. Show me and I’ll 
remember. Involve me and I’ll understand” 

– Confucius

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, September 27th from 10:30 am to 1:30 pm
Wednesday, October 1st from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.

RSVP by phone (323) 356-8531

early childhood development...

marshall Graduate Finally Home 
After may 21st Hit and Run 
Accident 
By Ameera Butt, Ledger Contributing Writer

ATWATER VILLAGE—Atwater 
Village resident Skylar Streeter 
is happy to be back home.

On May 21st, Streeter—
who had just turned 18—was 
hit by a car whose driver failed 
to stop on Fletcher Drive near 
Larga Avenue. Streeter was jay 
walking across the street ac-
cording to Los Angeles Police 
Dept. officials.

Streeter spent most of 
the summer recovering at the 
Children’s Hospital Los Ange-
les on Sunset Boulevard until 

he was released to go home 
early in August. 

“It feels good. I haven’t 
caught up on anything. I just 
took a long walk with every-
body,” Streeter said as his 
friend Cristian Rodriguez, 16, 
sat next to him at the family’s 
home shortly after his release. 

Streeter was happy to 
spend time with a handful 
of his siblings on his first day 
home, too, but said he would 
miss the hospital staff that had 
been caring for him for two 
months. 

Streeter, who attended 
John Marshall High School, 
was unable to attend his grad-
uation and walk on stage in 
June due to the accident.

His mother, Atwater Vil-
lage resident Valerie Streeter 

said she wants to have a gradu-
ation party for Skylar as soon 
as her son is up to it.

“His friends said ‘we are 
all going to dress up in our 
caps and gowns,’” she said. 

Streeter will now be un-
dergoing intensive cognitive 
therapy at the Centre for Neu-
ro Skills in Encino that deals 
with traumatic brain injury. 

“[I can] get my brain 
muscle back,” he said. “I have 
trouble with definitely every-
thing physical. I’m not going 

to get my muscles any time 
soon. [I’m] still getting double 
vision,” he said. “That might 
go away in a few months.”

Streeter said he is happy 
to have his life back and said 
he still has plans to go into the 
Marines and be a firefighter. 

Rodriguez, who has been 
Streeter’s friend since they were 
four-years-old, said he visited 
his friend in the hospital every 
day after the accident.

“We always used to hang 
out a lot,” Rodriguez said. 
“Ever since the accident, I de-
cided to be there for him every 
day.”

Authorities have made no 
arrest in the hit-and-run ac-
cident and still seek a white 
convertible BMW they believe 
was involved. 

His mother, Atwater Village resident 
Valerie Streeter said she wants to have 
a graduation party for Skylar as soon as 
her son is up to it. “His friends said ‘we 
are all going to dress up in our caps and 

gowns,’” she said.

borhood Council kicked in 
$3,000. However, the renova-
tions came in under budget, 
around a total cost of $8,000.

Over the two-day blitz to 
complete the project, O’Grady 
said they’d had about 50 vol-
unteers a day, filming the pro-
cess for an online video. 

With help from LAUSD 
on pulling up old carpeting, 

refurbishing the maple floors 
and installing new lighting 
and HDMI cables from over-
head to the projector and tele-
vision, O’Grady called this 
an “unprecedented kind of 
partnership” with the school 
district. 

“We’re parents. We’re 
in the schools and we want 
our schools to be better,” he 
said. “I’ve been doing this all 

along… This is what parents 
like us do.”

FRANKLIN from page 16

Look for the October 

edition of the

Los Feliz Ledger
on October 2nd
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MOMS CLUB OF
los fELIZ

FOR MORE INFO CHECK US OUT AT

LOSFELIZMOMSCLUB.ORG

MOMS OFFERING MOMS SUPPORT

Rock Steady College Counseling
Kerry Rock

College Counselor
310-505-0755

kerryrocksteady@gmail.com
rocksteadycollegecounseling.com

“It doesn’t have to be crazy!”

[FOCUS ON THE ADVERTISER]

LILA Celebrating 35 years of Bilingual Education
By Kimberly Gomez, Ledger Columnist

LOS FELIZ—The Lycée In-
ternational de Los Angeles 
(LILA) proudly celebrates its 
35th year offering bilingual, 
French and English, educa-
tion. This fall, the school wel-
come a new head, Michael 
Maniska, from Sydney, Aus-
tralia, to carry on LILA’s phi-
losophy of preparing children 
to thrive in a diverse competi-
tive world.

Los Feliz locals are famil-
iar with LILA’s picturesque 
campus that meanders in the 
valley below the Shakespeare 
Bridge. Famed architect, John 
Lautner, designed the low-
slung pavilion classrooms. 
It’s a village for school-aged 
children, where students tend 

vegetables and flowers in the 
school garden that connects 
the campus to the community.

  It’s hard to imagine our 
neighborhood without the 
school, but LILA has continu-
ally evolved, growing from a 
small house in Van Nuys, to 
five campuses from Orange 
County to the West Valley. 
With over 1,000 students, 
LILA is now one of the largest 
independent schools in South-
ern California.

LILA students are taught 
to read, write, and speak 
both French and English lan-
guages by the end of their 
elementary education, sat-
isfying both  the  Common 
Core State Standards and  the 

French Ministry of Educa-
tion’s requirements.

More that half of the 
world’s population is bilingual. 
Educators now recommend 

introducing another language 
to children around the ages of 
three to four when the brain 
is still developing. Unfortu-
nately, traditional education 
in the United States doesn’t 
introduce foreign language 

learning until much later. At 
the Los Feliz campus, LILA 
starts bilingual education at 
pre-kindergarten and goes up 
through the 5th grade, during 

the crucial years for learning 
to think and act in a second 
language.

Students can take ad-
vantage of LILA’s extra help 
systems in place for all levels 
of learning. And researchers 
agree that those who master 
several languages develop bet-
ter cognitive skills.

Communication is the 
first step to appreciating and 
understanding other cultures. 

Sundra Oakley, a parent 
at LILA, encountered multi-
lingual peers in many of the 
countries she travelled as a 
youth. She decided she wanted 

the same for her chil-
dren.

“My oldest, at 13, 
is completely fluent 
even though we are 
not a French-speaking 
household,” said Sundra 
Oakley. “My young-
est is almost fluent at 

6-years-old. It’s wonderful.”
Oakley’s family is among 

the 50 different nationalities 
that make up LILA’s interna-
tional community.

Teachers, staff and stu-
dents come from all over the 
world bringing their own ex-
periences and perspectives to 
the campus. After 35 years, 
LILA’s core philosophy to re-
flect an appreciation for cul-
tural differences carries on. 

“My oldest, at 13, is completely fluent 
even though we are not a French-speaking 

household,” said Sundra Oakley. 
“My youngest is almost fluent at 6-years-old. 

It’s wonderful.”
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W I L S H I R E  B O U L E V A R D  T E M P L E
B r a w e r m a n  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  E a s t

Wilshire Boulevard Temple, Erika J. Glazer Family Campus
3663 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, California 90010

Tour Dates
Wednesday, Oct. 1

Wednesday, Oct. 15

Tuesday, Nov. 4

Thursday, Nov. 20

To schedule a tour, 
call (310) 445-1280 
or go online at 
brawerman.org

Come grow with us!
Did you know we have Brawerman 

Elementary School East at our Temple 

campus? The same academic excellence 

and meaningful Jewish values as at our 

renowned Brawerman West!

[mOTHER OF INVENTION]

mise-en-Place:
What a Not-So-Well-Organized 
mom Can Learn from Top Chefs
By Rita mauceri, Ledger Columnist

NPR recently published 
an article on their foodie blog 
The Salt about the American 
obsession with celebrity chefs, 
saying: “We talk about them, 
tweet about them and try to eat 
like them. But could we learn 
something more from them 
than recipes and technique?” 

What they’re referring to, 
specifically, is the professional 
organization practiced by chefs 
called mise-en-place. In a nut-
shell, chefs are extremely orga-
nized, while most of us are not.

Americans spend nearly 
$10 billion a year on organi-
zational and self-help products 
according to the NPR piece. 
Given that my husband and 
I can’t seem to get out of The 
Container Store for less than 
$100, I believe it.

Still, how many people do 
you know who are truly orga-
nized? I’d say only a few (no 
names will be mentioned but 
one of them is my mother). 

Organizational savvy 
seems to come naturally to 
some and not at all to others. 
If you aren’t genetically predis-
posed to store things in neatly 
labeled boxes, binder-ize your 
office, and color-coordinate 
your closet, it’s unlikely you’ll 
pick up these skills overnight.

 Unless you’re a chef. 
Mise-en-place refers to the 

extensive organization profes-
sional chefs perform. Literally, 
it means “put in place” and re-
fers to the meticulous process 
of gathering, chopping, mea-
suring and prepping all the 
tools and ingredients needed 
for a dish or meal. Some chefs 
have an almost spiritual devo-
tion to mise-en-place, claiming 

it creates a Zen-like focus. 
But how does mise-en-

place apply to people like me 
who create dinner out of pre-
cut broccoli-in-a-bag and fro-
zen salmon from Trader Joe’s? 

As the mother of three 
grade-schoolers, my life gener-
ally oscillates between some-
what organized and mildly 
chaotic. It’s an ongoing strug-
gle to make our household 
more efficient, more organized 
and thereby less stressful.

As luck would have it, I’m 
married to a Type-A individ-
ual—not a chef—with a pen-
chant for organizational strat-
egy. I’m not sure it would pass 
muster with Wolfgang Puck or 
Ina Garten, but here are a few 
things we do to mise-en-place 
our daily routine:

Color Coding We had twins 
followed immediately by an-
other baby, which means we 
had three sippy cups, three car 
seats, three of everything. The 

idea of assigning each child a 
color was initially a practical 
way to tell their gear apart. 
Today we still use color code 
for toothbrushes, bath towels, 
school folders and more.

Overnight Fashion We pick 
out school outfits the night 
before, ensuring shoes are left 
untied so they’re easy to put 
on the following day (nothing 
like trying to untie a double 
knot when you’re rushing to 
school).

Consistency is King Kids like 
consistency, so we use it to our 
advantage. They come in from 
school and immediately unpack 
their bags, put lunch bags in the 
kitchen, empty water bottles, 
remove homework, hang jackets 
and bags in the closet and then 
go about their business.

Chart It We ordered a per-
sonalized dry-erase chart from 
Etsy several years ago and love 
it. It reminds the kids to do 
morning tasks (like make beds 
and brush their teeth) before 
leaving for school. Having a 
visual checklist does wonders!

Shower Power Our kids’ 
showers have different lev-
els and everything rhymes to 
make it fun and easy to re-
member. Level 1 is “Soapy 
Fun.” Level 2 is “Soap & 
Shampoo.” Level 3 is “A Big 
Shower for Me.” Every night 
one kid does a “Level 3” so 
every third day, each kid has 
had a thorough scrub-down. 
In the morning, everyone gets 

a quick rinse off before getting 
dressed for school.

I’m not sure I’d describe 
the feeling I get from these 
things as “Zen” but will say 
being organized—even a little 
bit—makes our family life 
saner, smarter and a tiny bit 
more stress-free.

A chef interviewed in the 
NPR piece summarized things 
nicely: “The world is a giant 

gerbil wheel right now… if we 
just became a little bit more 
organized, a little bit more 
mise-en-place… we’ll have 
more time. You’ll be able to 
sit down at the table with your 
kids and actually cook a meal. 
Get up a little bit earlier so 
you could breathe. You want 
to greet the day.”

I admit that sounds pretty 
delicious.

But how does mise-en-place apply to people like 
me who create dinner out of pre-cut broccoli-in-a-
bag and frozen salmon from Trader Joe’s? As the 
mother of three grade-schoolers, my life gener-

ally oscillates between somewhat organized and 
mildly chaotic. It’s an ongoing struggle to make 
our household more efficient, more organized, 

and thereby less stressful.



1 0.50% discount between 07/01/2014 and 09/30/2014 to qualifying customers who apply for a new Wells Fargo Business Line of Credit. To qualify, customers must (1) apply for a new Wells Fargo Business Line of Credit during the offer period, (2) enroll in automatic payment at the time of 
application, and (3) have a Wells Fargo Business Services® Package or Business Choice checking account (where available). Customers may not receive the discount if automatic payment is not authorized from a linked account, automatic payment is terminated, an automatic payment is not funded, 
or a default occurs under the applicable Customer Agreement. This offer cannot be combined with existing rate relationship discounts.

2 0.50% discount is being offered to qualifying customers who apply for new Wells Fargo BusinessLoan or Equipment Express Loan between 07/01/2014 and 09/30/2014. To qualify, customers must (1) apply for a new Wells Fargo BusinessLoan or Equipment Express Loan during the offer period, and (2) 
enroll in automatic payment. Customers will not receive the extra discount if automatic payment is not authorized from a linked checking account, automatic payment is terminated or an automatic payment is not funded, or a default occurs under the applicable Customer Agreement.

 All credit decisions are subject to approval.
© 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (1206397_12865)

Don’t wait! Get an interest rate discount during our Great Rate Event. 
For a limited time, we’re rewarding qualifying Wells Fargo business customers with a 
0.50% interest rate discount on a new Wells Fargo Business Line of Credit,1  
Wells Fargo BusinessLoan®, or Equipment Express® loan.2 That makes it a great time 
to accomplish a business goal you’ve had in mind. 
We have a wide selection of options to help you:
•	 Purchase	a	new	vehicle	or	equipment
•	 Supplement	your	cash	flow
•	 Expand	your	business
Offer details:
•	 Eligible	customers	receive	an	interest	rate	discount	of	0.50%	on	new	loans2 and lines of 

credit when they enroll in automatic payment at time of account acceptance.1

•	 Offer	good	July	1	through	September	30,	2014.
Why wait?
Get a loan or line that meets your needs — with a great interest rate — today!

Stop by your local Wells Fargo store by September 30, or go to 
wellsfargo.com/appointments to make an appointment with a banker.

BusinessLine® | Secured BusinessLine® | Equipment Express® | Wells Fargo BusinessLoan®

What’s next for your business? 
A great rate can help you get there.

Great
RateEvent
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2150 Hillhurst Avenue, 
Los Angeles, CA 90027

323.668.7600
georgeandeileen.com

Just ListedJust ListedComing Soon

1528 Marsden Street          Echo Park                    $865,000
Beautifully renovated 1940’s 3+2 Echo Park gem. Generous 
sized living room & formal DR. Updated eat-in kitchen. Lovely 
patio + huge roof top deck w/views. Optional 4th bdrm perfect 
for a home office. Charming detached studio. New windows, AC 
& heat, refinished hrdwd flrs. 2 car garage. Apprx 1534 sqft & lot 
is 5584. A great location for visiting all the local hot spots.

2030 North Vermont Avenue  12A    Los Feliz  $499,000
This stylish 2+1 condo offers a spacious LR that opens to a large 
balcony. Recently updated Cook’s kitchen w/Shaker cabinets, 
Silestone tops, GE stainless stove, refrigerator & dw. Nice dining 
area. 2 large bdrms w/good closet space. Updated bth w/shower 
over a deep soaker tub and double vanity sink. 1 car parking 
with storage. Laundry facilites. Great Los Feliz location!

Los Feliz Hills • Los Feliz Oaks • Silver Lake • Franklin Hills 
Franklin Square • Atwater Village • Beachwood Canyon

In Escrow      

In Escrow     

Sold Over Asking Price!

1919 Monon Street               Los Feliz  $635,000
Loads of potential in this charming 2+1.5 home with lovely 
curb appeal. Lived in & loved by the same owner for over 40 
years. LR w/fireplace. Dining area. 1 car garage access. On a 
nice cul-de-sac. Franklin Elementary School District. Approx 
1230 sq ft. Yard with lush greenery & deck. It is a fixer sold in 
“As Is” condition, but oh how cute it could be! Probate sale.

In Escrow       

375 Cumberland Road   Northwest Glendale   $1,349,000
Located on a premiere street in the foothills of NW Glendale, 
this Country French 4+6 home w/wonderful curb appeal offers 
a spacious LR & den each w/fireplace. Large DR. Eat-in kitchen. 
Hardwood floors. Beautiful patio, grassy yard, pool and spa. 
Finished basement for possible 5th bdrm. Garage converted to 
spacious guest house with kitchenette & bath. A lovely home.

Sold Over Asking Price!

2778 Lakewood Avenue        Silver Lake           $1,075,000 
Wonderful 1950’s 3+2.5 Traditional home & 2 studio apts each 
with kitchenette & bath. Main house w/spacious LR w/fireplace 
and den. Formal DR. Eat-in kitchen. Master suite on separate 
level with great updated. Large walk-in closet plus alcove for 
home office & deck. 2 car garage. Large patio. Great home for 
someone needing home offices or guest quarters. Ivanhoe. 

932  West Kensington Road     Angelino Heights       $949,000
Charm galore in this lovely Craftsman home with legal rental. 
Zoned as a duplex, but feels like a single family home with a 
separate unit for income! Main house is 3+2 w/wonderful 
original details thru out. Separate home office. 2nd unit is a 
spacious 1+1 w/great living & dining area w/all the charm of 
the main house. Appx 2392 sqft. Lovely yard. What a gem!

4123 Cumberland Avenue          Los Feliz               $560,000
Fixer alert. This 1912 built Craftsman home is waiting to be    
renovated & brought back into its splendor. Lived in & enjoyed 
by the same family for more than 35 years. Remodel & make it 
your own style. Appx 819 sq ft & flat 6575 lot. Detached garage. 
Great location w/close proximity to Hillhurst & Sunset and all 
the great shops and restaurants the neighborhood has to offer.

2935 Angus Street         West Silver Lake            $1,095,000
Warm & inviting 2+2 1940’s home. Gorgeous LR w/fireplace. 
Spacious living & dining rms each with large windows to enjoy 
the views. Charming & spacious original kitchen. Fabulous 
family rm w/fireplace & wet bar. Hardwood flrs. Good closet 
space. Apprx 2098 sq ft & 7022 lot. 2 car garage with direct 
access. Beautifully landscaped & flat pool sized yard. Ivanhoe. 

1928 Myra Avenue             Los Feliz                       $679,000 
This 1939 built Traditional home is ready for it’s facelift to 
uncover all the beauty & charm that once was here! Courtyard 
entry with large living room, views & a fireplace. Nice dining rm. 
Kitchen wiht breakfast area. 2 bedrooms, one and a half bath 
plus family room. Hardwood floors. Garage with direct access. 
Apprx 1455 sq ft and 4999 lot. Probate sale. Court confirmation.

In Escrow       

1929 Monon Street               Los Feliz               Call For Price 
Newly restored 1960’s 3+3.5 2-story home located on a lovely 
cul-de-sac. Great open eat-in kitchen & family room w/fireplace. 
Master has private bath w/huge shower & double sinks. Eat-in 
kitchen w/new cabinets & appliances. 3rd bedrm downstairs 
has, home office and 3/4 bath. Newly refinished hrdwd flrs. 2 
car garage w/direct access + 1 more space. Franklin school.

2391 Teviot Street              Silver Lake                  $795,000 
Great opportunity in this SL Duplex. Large front unit feels like a 
home w/3 bdrms, home office & 2 baths. Large LR w/fireplace, 
dining rm, kitchen w/breakfast area & views. Hardwood floors. 
2nd unit is separate structure with 1 bd/1bath up and studio 
apartment down. Large patio and areas for gardening. Garage.
Needs work. Probate sale, but no court confirmation needed.

For Sale For Sale


