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Some Local Areas Exceed State 
Liquor Sales Ratios
By Ameera Butt, Ledger Contributing Writer

A plethora of choices on 
where to drink craft beer, 
cocktails and liquor bom-
bard revelers in Echo Park 
and Silver Lake—two of the 
hottest neighborhoods in the 
Los Angeles area—where bars 
and restaurants are seemingly 
tucked into every corner. 

However, a data study 
from the state’s Alcoholic 
Beverage Control (ABC) sug-
gests that some neighborhood 
pockets have more bars and 
restaurants selling liquor than 
a statewide ratio authorizes.

In the past, some Echo 
Park residents have called for 
a halt on liquor licenses, and 
some Greater Elysian Echo 
Park Neighborhood Council 
(GEPENC) officials have said 

the amount of alcohol being 
sold and what happens to pa-
trons after visiting area bars 
has become an ongoing issue. 

So far, a committee of the 
GEPENC has approved two 
liquor licenses, since the new 
neighborhood council was 
seated in April, and there are 
two pending liquor licenses in 
the works, according to Paula 
Guadron, chair of the GE-
PENC’s Planning and Land 
Use Committee. 

In previous meetings, 
some Echo Park residents have 
asked the council to cap ap-
proval of liquor licenses for the 
area’s Sunset Boulevard corri-
dor, according to Guadron.

“Once people get out of 
see LIQUOR page 8see GATTO page 9

A Year Later Only a Freeway Dedication Is New 
in Gatto Murder Case
By Allison B. Cohen

SILVER LAKE—As the one-
year anniversary of the still 
unsolved murder of Joseph 
Gatto approaches, his son and 
California State Assembly-
member Mike Gatto, said he 
still believes his father’s killer 
will one day be caught. 

“I have faith alive,” he 
said. “I do think something 
will happen in this case to 
break it open. It’s just a matter 
of time.”

This Nov. 12th, the day 
the elder Gatto was believed 
murdered last year while sit-
ting at his bedroom desk in his 
Bright Avenue home, Gatto 
will honor his father during a 
dedication of a portion of the 
10 Freeway, near the Los An-
geles County School for the 

Arts, downtown, 
to be named in his 
honor. 

Two of Gat-
to’s legislative col-
leagues Jimmy Go-
mez (D-Northeast 
Los Angeles) and 
Ian Calderon (D-
Whitier) authored 
the state resolution 
for the naming, as 
Joseph Gatto found-
ed the visual arts 
department at the 
school and was a be-
loved teacher there.

According to Gatto, he 
will use the dedication to con-
tinue to urge the public for 
help with any information 
about his father’s death. 

“Things will never be 
easy for me,” Gatto said. “But 
things would improve if we 
catch someone. But it’ll never 

California State Assemblymember Mike Gatto paus-
es while talking to a throng of reporters near the 
Bright Avenue home of his murdered father Joseph 
Gatto, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2013, in Silver Lake. 
(AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)

Lawsuit “Not 
Unexpected”
On Greek 
Decision
By Allison B. Cohen

GRIFFITH PARK–As the rec-
ommendation by the city’s 
Recreation and Parks com-
missioners last week of con-
cert promoter Live Nation 
to operate the Greek Theater 
wends now its way through 
city hall, a lawsuit, poten-
tially filed by former opera-
tor Nederlander is “not un-
expected,” according to a 
source close to the issue.

The Beverly Hills based 
Live Nation was approved by 
a unanimous vote by the Los 
Angeles Recreation and Parks 
Board of Commissioners to 
enter into negotiations with 
the city to manage the storied 
venue for the next 10 years.

Nederlander, who re-
cently aligned with Ans-

see GREEK page 5

[CD4 ELECTION]

Candidate 
Wonders Is 
Breaking Up 
LAUSD Hard to 
Do?
By Colin Stutz, Hayley Fox 
and Ryan White
Ledger Contributing 
Writers

The Los Angeles Unified 
School District (LAUSD) has 
made headlines, especially the 
last year, with the most recent 
regarding the resignation in 
October of Superintendent 
John Deasy—his troubled 
iPad initiative seemingly the 
last straw. We asked cur-
rent Los Angeles City Coun-
cil (District 4) candidates to 
provide their thoughts on the 
640,000 student enrolled or-
ganization. 

Candidate Oscar Win-
see CD4 page 10

LONG OCTOBER DAYS—An artist’s rendering of Live Nation’s renovation proposal for the Greek Theater’s 
stage. The Beverly Hills based concert promoter recently beat out incumbent and long-time operator Ned-
erlander to enter into negotiations with the city to operate the storied outdoor venue. To see the full pro-
posals for both Live Nation and Nederlander, visit losfelizledger.com
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[LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER]

I was in D.C. recently and 
had a long visit with local U.S. 
Representative Adam Schiff. 
For the record, he told me he, 
and his staff, reads each letter 
received regarding constituent 
issues and concerns. 

I also recently learned the 
USC scholarship created for 
Nick Fagnano, who died in 
July after being hit by lightning 
off Venice Beach, has reached 
endowment status with over 

$100,000 in donations. Ad-
ditionally, the now defunct 
Wilshire Sports Assoc. is con-
sidering setting up a foundation 
in Fagnano’s honor to provide 
funds to students, student ath-
letes, youth baseball programs 
and others demonstrating need 
especially in the area of youth 
sport, according to Fagnano’s 
father, Jay. 

I also agree with Melinda 
Peter’s letter to the editor (see 

page 14) where she intimates 
Mayor Eric Garcetti seems to 
have lost some touch with his 
old council district 13 constitu-
ents. The least Garcetti’s staff 
could do is respond to a request 
from this local paper, of which 
he wrote a column for nearly 
eight years, on the recent deci-
sion by the city to start contract 
negotiations with Live Nation 
for operation of Griffith Park’s 
Greek Theater.  
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Griffith Park Advisory Board 
Members Announced
By Bruce Haring, Ledger Contributing Writer

GRIFFITH PARK—The first 
Griffith Park Advisory Board 
has been set, with 15 members 
named to address issues and 
concerns about park activities 
and development.

There were 30 applications 
to join the new body, accord-
ing to Griffith Park Superin-
tendent Joe Salaices. Board 
members were interviewed 
and selected by Salaices and 
other Recreation and Parks 
staff. 

The all-volunteer board 
will include Don Seligman, 
Ann Marie Johnson, Barbara 
Ferris, Chip Clements, Jerry 
Petryha, Ted Johnson, Alex 
Chavez, Chris Laib, Laura 
Howe, Janell Mullen, Kris 
Sullivan, Lynn Brown, Susan 
Swan, Susan Lee and Lucinda 
Phillips. 

“Griffith Park has been 
long awaiting a Park Advisory 
Board,” said Salaices. “We’re 
real excited about it.”

No date has been set for 
the first meeting, but Salaices 
said the board would meet 
about once a month. The 
meetings will be open to the 
public. 

According to Salaices the 
board’s initial concerns will 
focus on way-finding signs for 
the park and improving on 
and upgrading lighting. 

There are over 160 advi-
sory boards, first initiated in 
1998, covering Los Angeles 
parks, Salaices said.  

The need for such a board 
was born out of a recommen-
dation of the Griffith Park Vi-
sion Plan, which was released 
in Aug. 2013.

CD4 Candidate Ryu Continues to Outpace In Campaign Donations
By Colin Stutz, Ledger Contributing Writer

The Los Angeles City 
Council District 4 (CD4) race 
is raking in some serious cash, 
with the 14 candidates cur-
rently contesting for the posi-
tion accounting for over $1.2 
million in total campaign con-
tributions as of the Sept. 30th 
filing deadline. 

It is the only of the city’s 
seven council races for the 
March 2015 election to so far 
break the $1 million thresh-
old, and its total combined 
kitty equals 40% of all the city 
council races combined con-
tributions. 

The race’s top fundraiser 
is currently David Ryu, a di-
rector of development and 
public affairs at the Kedren 
Acute Psychiatric Hospi-
tal and Community Mental 
Health Center. 

Currently Ryu has a total 
of $265,727 in contributions 
with $222,979 cash on hand. 
Ryu also leads in contributions 
over the past three-month fil-
ing period—July through Sep-
tember—receiving $104,540. 

His closest competition 
in fundraising figures is the 

termed-out current coun-
cilmember Tom LaBonge’s 
former chief of staff Carolyn 
Ramsay, who formerly led in 
money raised and still leads 
in money spent. She currently 
has $210,186 in contribu-
tions—$43,575 over the past 
three months—and $148,454 
cash on hand. 

Community college dis-
trict trustee and aide to state 
Sen. Kevin de Leon (D-Los 
Angeles) Steve Veres follows 
closely as well with $195,070 
in total contributions and 
$178,097 cash on hand, hav-
ing loaned $15,000 of his own 
money to his campaign to help 
pad his pockets. 

Of the other leading fun-
draising candidates, former 
Democratic Assemblymem-
ber Wally Knox follows with 
$161,164 in total contribu-
tions including a $31,700 self 
donation to his campaign.

 Joan Pelico, Council-
member Paul Kortez current 
Council District 5’s chief 
of staff, is next in line with 
$107,157 in contributions with 
a $15,000 donation to herself. 
And attorney and educator 
Teddy Davis rounds out the 
pack with $106,761.39 in total 
donations. 

People or businesses are 
only allowed to donate up to 
$700 to a Los Angeles City 
Council candidate per elec-
tion. Contributions of $100 or 
more must be reported pub-
licly. 

Of all candidates, Ryu’s 
fundraising filings have the 
most contributors with 661 in-
dividual donations — 85 more 
than Ramsay and 305 more 
than Veres. But Ryu claims 

this number of contributors is 
drastically higher and that at 
least 40% of his fundraising 
efforts have come in the form 
of donations less than $100, 
which are often reported in 
lump sum and not itemized. 

Ryu was the last of all the 
leading fundraisers to enter 

the race, and since filing his 
initial campaign paperwork 
with the city in February has 
built a war chest with remark-
able speed. 

However, Ryu’s local sup-
port still remains in question. 
Of his total campaign contri-
butions, $69,620 from comes 

from zip codes within CD4 
—or 26.2% of his total dona-
tions. Ryu’s donations from 
Koreatown, which is outside 
of council district 4, is cur-
rently $47,370.

“I think the city is clamor-
ing for a candidate who’s going 

Candidate David Ryu currently leads 
all candidates with donations re-
ceived for the March 2014 Los Ange-
les City Council (District 4) election.

see RYU page 11
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New City Rule Delays Annual 
Car Show
By Ameera Butt, Ledger Contributing Writer

ATWATER VILLAGE—The At-
water Village Neighborhood 
Council (AVNC) has sent a 
letter to the Dept. of Neighbor-
hood Empowerment (DONE) 
citing an “undue burden” placed 
on the neighborhood council 
system stemming from a new 
policy change by DONE, the 
overseeing body of Los Angeles’s 
over 90 neighborhood councils. 

Of concern to the AVNC 
is the rescheduling of its annu-
al “car show” from October to 
spring because of the new rule. 
The car show is an AVNC 
sponsored event that is free for 
the community and showcases 
classic cars.

In the new rule, DONE 
must approve any sponsored—
or cosponsored—neighbor-
hood council event before the 
council can spend funds on 
it, according to Grayce Liu, 
DONE general manager. 

The overseeing organiza-
tion already approves neigh-
borhood purpose grants, 
community projects, or ex-
penditures by neighborhood 
councils greater than $2,500, 
according to Liu. 

According to Liu said the 
rule will ensure the neighbor-
hood council understands 
what potential permits, liabil-

ity or contracts they may need 
to execute an event. 

 “It’s not a review on the 
merits of the event,” Liu said. 

In their letter of com-
plaint, the AVNC board in-
dicated the new rule creates a 
time crunch for the council to 
implement some events. 

“We’ve found some of our 
events [are] becoming rapidly 
infeasible under new [these] 
requirements,” the letter read.

The new rule has created a 
delay for the council’s annual 
car show.

“I had assumed because 
we got full clearance on the 
event last year, and that we 
were planning the event in the 
exact same manner, that we 
wouldn’t have had so many 
hiccups,” said Courtney Mor-
ris, of the AVNC. “While the 
things [DONE] had requested 
would be fine to deal with if 
we had three months, it just 
wasn’t doable in 30 days.” 

Morris stressed the new 
rule will ensure neighborhood 
council representatives are re-
sponsible when planning events. 

“It’s not a bad system,” she 
said. “It’s just different than 
what we’ve experienced in the 
past. We are hoping we can get 
all the issues worked out.” 
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hutz Entertainment Group 
(AEG), has managed the city 
owned property for almost 
40 years, but lost its bid to be 
retained by a 3-0 vote, before 
a packed Friendship Audito-
rium, Oct. 23rd.

Recreation and Parks 
commissioners had struggled 
with the decision to vet an 
independent consultant’s rec-
ommendation for Live Na-
tion at two previous hearings, 
held, again each with standing 
room only crowds, in recent 
weeks. 

“I really hope the public 
continues to come out on this 
project,” said commissioner 
Lynn Alvarez after the vote. 
“It’s critical … We are going to 
hold Live Nation’s feet to the 
fire as we move forward in this 
process.”

Nederlander/AEG has 
repeatedly claimed the rec-
ommendation by Strategic 
Advisory Group— the hired 
consulting firm based in Du-
luth, GA–was rife with errors 
“that infected the entire pro-
cess.”

“Today’s recommendation 
[by the Recreation and Parks 
Commissioners] could cost 
the city and taxpayers as much 
as $20 million, over the full 
length of the contract,” said 
Alex Hodges, Nederlander’s 
Chief Operating Officer in a 
statement.

But city staffers disagreed.
“The process was very fair, 

transparent and substantially 
thorough,” said  Mike Shull, 
the general manager of Recre-
ation and Parks.

Commissioner Alvarez 
agreed saying she had read 
every document related to 
both proposals as well as “20 
pounds” of written correspon-
dence from the public on both 
sides.

“The. . . process was fair 
and sound,” Alvarez said. 
“There is nothing in there to 
indicate a significant flaw.”

Commissioner Iris Zu-
inga, who had voted against 
the recommendation Oct. 

9th, eventually approved Live 
Nation after she first moved to 
send the issue to the Los An-
geles City Council without a 
recommendation. 

“I still have concerns over 
the numbers and what’s been 
presented to the commission,” 
she said.

But her effort was thwart-
ed, after a Los Angeles City 
Attorney at the hearing ex-

plained the process required 
a recommendation from the 
three- member panel. 

The Board of Commis-
sioners is typically a five-mem-
ber board. But commissioner 
Misty Sanford recused herself 
from the issue stating a con-
flict of interest and Mayor Eric 
Garcetti has failed to make an 
appointment for former com-
missioner Kafi Blumenfield’s 
seat, who vacated her position 
June 30th. With only three 
boardmembers, a unanimous 
vote is required. 

A request for comment 
from Garcetti’s office regard-
ing the Live Nation recom-
mendation and the issue of a 
shortened board was not re-
turned.

The Live Nation recom-
mendation has left many lo-
cal neighborhood organiza-
tions concerned about quality 
of life issues at the Greek and 
its surrounding residential 
neighborhood with Live Na-
tion at the helm, such as traf-
fic, noise and teenage curfews. 
Live Nation most recently was 
behind downtown Los Ange-

les’ “Made in America” Labor 
Day weekend concert founded 
by hip-hop, rapper Jay-Z. 

According to local neigh-
borhood leaders, Live Nation 
representatives had indicated 
during last summer’s bidding 
process, they would meet with 
locals to hear concerns. But 
according to sources, they 
never did. One community 
leader said he called Live Na-

tion’s corporate office multiple 
times to discuss their proposal 
for the Greek, but the calls 
were never returned.

“Shame on our Rec and 
Park Department and their 
independent panel and their 
overpaid consultant, and on 
our commissioners who clearly 
don’t care about the neighbor-

hood,” said Linda Demmers, 
LFNC president.

Live Nation’s winning bid 
bested Nederlander’s by nearly 
$10 million with a promise 
to deliver the city $106 mil-
lion guaranteed over 20 years. 
The 10-year contract will have 
two five year options for ex-
tensions, and if approved by a 
city council committee and fi-
nally the full Los Angeles City 

Council, will go into affect in 
October 2015.

Live Nation said the com-
pany will spend $25 million 
during its initial contract to 
update and upgrade the venue, 
including its concessions, seat-
ing, stage areas and surround-
ing open space. Additionally, 
Live Nation has guaranteed 

they will book 70 shows an-
nually at the site, to Neder-
lander’s 50.

Additionally, according to 
sources, Live Nation received 
91% of possible points by the 
consulting firm scoring the 
proposals, compared to Ned-
erlander’s 79%. In a statement, 
Live Nation called Nederland-
er’s score “a C grade” that they 
had “over 40 years to study 
for.”

Many speaking in favor of 
Live Nation during the three 
hearings said upon recent 
visits to the Greek, they had 
found it “in disrepair.”

“Nederlander reneged on 
its commitment to invest in 
the facility [over the years], 
which is not ADA-compliant 
and in some places not earth-
quake-safe,” said a Live Nation 
statement, released shortly af-
ter last week’s vote.

According to the Live 
Nation proposal, it will in-
vest “more than twice as 
much” as Nederlander/AEG 
on improvements and up-
grades for the venue. Both 
vendors had proposed reno-
vations of the theater’s stage 
with Live Nation’s having a 
more modern look to Neder-
lander’s classicism.

Nederlander has oper-

According to local neighborhood leaders, Live Nation 
representatives had indicated during last summer’s bidding 

process, they would meet with locals to hear 
concerns. But according to sources, they never did. 
One community leader said he called Live Nation’s

corporate office multiple times to discuss their proposal 
for the Greek, but the calls were never returned.

see GREEK page 9

GREEK from page 1
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Beachwood Enjoys Momentary Reprieve as Trailhead Remains Closed
By Ryan White, Ledger Contributing Writer

BEACHWOOD CANYON—
The traffic-choked streets and 
swarms of visitors that have 
made daily life increasingly 
miserable for residents in re-
cent years has slackened a bit 
since February, when the city 
closed the gate leading to a 
popular trailhead here and 
other Hollywood sign-viewing 
vistas.

Hundreds of cars a day 
still show up, but finding no 
access to views and trails, they 
now turn around and leave. 

“If this was the way it was 
going to be from now on, I’d 
say this is OK,” said Beach-
wood resident Jim Van Dusen, 
who lives a stone’s throw from 
Beachwood’s gated end.

Resident Sarajane 
Schwartz, a scathing critic of 
the city’s management of the 
Hollyridge Trailhead area, 
also said the gate’s closure has 
made a big difference. 

“There’s no gridlock. 
Emergency vehicles can get 
up,” she said. “It’s a huge im-
provement. The gate works as 
far as closing off the access.”

The problem is the re-
prieve is unlikely to last much 
longer. Residents say they are 
bracing for the return of the 
visitor deluge when the city re-
stores access to the Hollyridge 
trailhead in coming months. 
The gridlock has grown worse 
in recent years as smartphone 
maps and GPS have made it 
easier for visitors to navigate 
the area.

Construction on a new 
gate—with an electronically 
operated portion for vehicles 
visiting Sunset Stables and 
a separate pedestrian en-
trance—has suffered ongoing 
delays due to a change in proj-
ect specifications midway, but 
is nearing completion. 

The goal, the city says, 
is to coordinate the gate’s re-
opening with the launch of 
a series of eight preferential 
parking districts (PPDs) in the 
neighborhood. The city hopes 
the PPDs will ease the impact 
of visitors who fill up sparking 
spots on nearby streets. 

Originally, city staff es-
timated the PPDs—active 
daily on weekends and holi-
days—would be implemented 
last summer, but that date has 
been pushed back as well. 

“I expect November,” said 
Tamara Martin, an employee 
in the Los Angeles Dept. of 
Transportation’s Permit Park-
ing Division.

Resident Van Dusen, who 
represents Beachwood Can-
yon on the Hollywood Unit-
ed Neighborhood Council, 
warned against opening the 
trailhead before the new park-
ing restrictions go up.

“The trailhead can’t open 

without the PPDs, otherwise 
we’re right back in the soup,” 
he said. “Without the PPDs, 
opening the trailhead would 
just be an absolute disaster.”

But even with the PPDs, 
residents realize visitors will 
still flood the neighborhood, 
and the restrictions could pos-
sibly increase traffic nearby as 
drivers search for open park-
ing on unrestricted streets.

“As far as gridlock and 
traffic, it will make it worse,” 
resident Schwartz predicted. 
“People will circle, searching 
for open spots. We’ll have to-
tal gridlock with more pedes-
trians walking longer distanc-
es to get to the park.”

Since the February closure 
of the gate leading to the trail-
head—and the now-defunct 
dirt parking lot at its base—
a city Recreation and Parks 
staffer has been stationed at 
Beachwood and Hollyridge 
drives daily to redirect visitors 
to other access points while al-

lowing Sunset Stables custom-
ers through. Two large elec-
tronic signs along Beachwood 
Canyon Drive warn visitors 
the trailhead and sign-viewing 
areas are closed.

But still they come. 
A gate staffer recently told 

members of the Hollywood 
United Neighborhood Coun-
cil that at least 500 vehicles a 
day were asking for directions 
to the sign for weekend view-
ing, according to Van Dusen. 

This spring, the Los An-
geles Dept. of Transportation 
and the Los Angeles fire and 
police departments evaluated 
congestion and safety in the 
neighborhood. They issued a 
joint recommendation the city 
designate a half-mile stretch 
of upper Beachwood Canyon 
Drive as “No Parking Tow 
Away” on the street’s eastern 
side, from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
daily.

That idea upset many 
residents, who worried that al-
ready scarce parking would be 
halved. 

“That just wouldn’t work 
because it doesn’t address the 
issue, which is the amount 
of cars coming up,” Van Du-
sen said. “It will just jam up 
quicker. It does nothing to ad-
dress the traffic flow and how 
to mitigate it.”

With the Hollyridge 
Trailhead closed, more traffic 
and visitors have been pushed 

to other areas, such as the Lake 
Hollywood overlook and up-
per reaches of Deronda Drive, 
now compounding headaches 

for residents in those areas.
Van Dusen ultimately 

faults the city for not com-
ing up with a comprehensive 
regional plan to manage the 
waves of visitors seeking an 

up-close glimpse of the iconic 
sign. 

“It’s all whack-a-mole,” he 
said. “I think our big concern 

is that there’s still no overall 
city plan to manage what’s go-
ing to happen when the gates 
open.”

Meanwhile, the approach-
ing holiday season could prove 

the real test if improved condi-
tions in the neighborhood are 
real or a fleeting byproduct of 
the closed trailhead.

“Thanksgiving and 
Christmas are worse than any 
holiday in the summer,” said 
resident Schwartz. “It is the 
busiest time of the year up 
here.”

“Thanksgiving and Christmas are worse than any holiday 
in the summer,” said Beachwood resident Sarajane Schwartz. 

“It is the busiest time of the year up here.”

A limousine at Beachwood and Rodgerton drives caused recent delays before being towed. (Photo courtesy Jim Van Dusen)
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hand and get intoxicated, 
they’re coming onto our neigh-
borhoods and throwing up on 
our sidewalks,” Guadron said. 
She added there have also been 
incidences of public urination 
and defecation. 

In Echo Park, there are ap-
proximately 27 active licenses 
for bars and restaurants, ac-
cording to ABC data. In Sil-
ver Lake, that number nearly 
triples to approximately 78. 

To determine the quan-
tity of each neighborhood’s 
liquor licenses, a list of census 
tract numbers—within Echo 
Park and Silver Lake—were 
obtained from the city of Los 
Angeles’ Bureau of Engineer-
ing, and calculated against 
the ABC’s system of licenses 
authorized.

Within some Silver Lake 
and Echo Park areas, however, 

the number of licenses exceed-
ed the quantity authorized by 
a statewide ratio. 

One example is the stretch 
of Sunset Boulevard, where 
there are six establishments 
with liquor licenses when only 
three have been authorized.

According to John Carr, a 
spokesperson for ABC, there 
is flexibility in the state law 
allowing areas to exceed the 
ratio through “public conve-

nience or necessity.”  
This means, Carr said, 

the license has been deemed 
appropriate by the ABC if it 
will “benefit the community 
as a whole,” such as bringing 
employment opportunities to 
the area. He also indicated 
some businesses in the area 
with liquor licenses were there 
prior to the ABC’s formation 
in 1955. 

Citywide, the ratio for li-
quor licenses is one for every 
2,000 residents, according 

Carr. 
Parking is also an issue in 

the Echo Park neighborhood, 
according to GEPENC offi-
cials, because bar patrons of-
ten park on residential streets. 

Some solutions touted by 
the GEPENC include form-
ing a coalition of bar owners 
and clubs to, at least, solve this 
equation of the problem.

Ann-Marie Holman, with 
the GEPENC, said the coun-
cil also wants to host a town 
hall before the end of the year 
to further develop a plan to as-
sist residents along with estab-
lishments offering liquor. 

Having a nightlife district 
isn’t “necessarily a bad thing 
because the community can 
walk around on foot,” Hol-
man said. 

“Capping the licenses isn’t 
going to solve the problem 
that already exists. People are 
already complaining. Permit 

parking itself isn’t 
going to solve it ei-
ther,” she said. “Our 
problem would still 
remain even if we put 
a cap.”

Los Angeles City 
C o u n c i l m e m b e r 
Mitch O’Farrell said 
the problem with al-
cohol is a common 
refrain. He said ev-
eryone wants to live 
and do business in 
neighborhoods that 
are near the urban 
core. 

“My approach is take ev-
erything into consideration 
about the application and lo-
cation and how people feel 
about it,” O’Farrell, said. “It’s a 
concern I take very seriously.” 

According to officials with 
the Silver Lake Neighborhood 
Council (SLNC) that board 
usually sees three to five ap-
plications for licenses from 
restaurants a year. 

“We have people who are 

definitely opposed to them for 
their own personal reasons,” 
said Scott Plante, a SLNC 
boardmember. 

But according to Plante, 
liquor licenses help local busi-
nesses financially, as restau-
rant goers want to be able to 
drink while dining.

“Many restaurants can’t 
compete without beer and 
wine sales. Restaurant diners 
demand it, and we’ve heard 
time and again, they can’t 
compete,” Plante said. 

LIQUOR from page 1

One example is the 
stretch of Sunset 

Boulevard, where there 
are six establishments 

with liquor licenses when 
only three have been

authorized.

In Echo Park, there are approximately 
27 active licenses for bars and restaurants, 

according to ABC data. In Silver Lake, 
that number nearly triples 

to approximately 78. 

Who’s Got the Spookiest Home 
of All?

LOS FELIZ—The Los Fe-
liz Neighborhood Council 
(LFNC) is sponsoring a Hal-
loween home decorating con-
test to find the three most 
“spooktacular” homes in the 
neighborhood.

“We want to see your 
creepiest creations,” the coun-

cil wrote in a recent email.
To enter, participants 

should email up to two clear 
photographs of your decorat-
ed home or apartment, along 
with your address, by Oct. 
31st to communications@los-
feliznc.org.

Participating homes or 

apartments must be in the 
LFNC boundaries. To see if 
yours qualifies, visit losfel-
iznc.org.

Winners will be an-
nounced Nov. 2nd. 
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3178 Glendale Boulevard,  Los Angeles, CA 90039   

323.906.0088    www.pilatesmetro.com

Visit us online for our Thanksgiving Intro Special.   
              Save over $50!

Every  

Monday

 11am – 5pm

Operated by: Sustainable Economic Enterprise of Los Angeles (SEE-LA)

Funding provided by the California Department of Food and Agriculture’s Specialty 
Crop Block Grant Program

at Barnsdall Art Park
4800 Hollywood Blvd.

Double Your Food Dollars and Get More 

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables 
at the

be easy for me again.”
Joseph Gatto was discov-

ered by one of his two daugh-
ters with a fatal bullet wound 
to his abdomen, Nov. 13th at 
approximately 8:15 p.m. Ac-
cording to the Los Angeles Po-
lice Dept. (LAPD), Gatto had 
been shot with a small caliber 
gun and his tri-level home, in 
the 2800 block, was not ran-
sacked. Police remain uncer-
tain today if anything was sto-
len from Gatto’s home, as he 
lived alone. 

A year later, there have been 
only a few dozen leads in the 
case even after a $50,000 re-
ward was offered last January. 
All, have thus far, led nowhere.

Soon after the murder, the 
LAPD released a composite 
sketch of a man who had been 
seen acting strangely in the 
area and was believed involved 
in car thefts, the night Gatto 
was killed. 

Many locals presumed the 
man, described as a white male 
between the ages of 20 and 25, 
lived locally, as he appeared 
familiar with the area where 
Gatto lived near the Silver 
Lake Reservoir. 

But again, nothing.
Still, Gatto has searched 

old yearbooks from John Mar-
shall High School to see if any 
student, past or present, re-
sembles the sketch. Nothing.

Today, Gatto wonders if 
his father’s killer may not have 
been a local at all, but perhaps 
an out of state college stu-

dent or visitor to the area for 
Thanksgiving last year. 

“I’ve always been skepti-
cal,” he said, “that this was 
done by someone from the 
neighborhood.”

There have been many the-
ories of who might have killed 
Gatto, who was 79 when he 
died. Did his work as a jeweler 
play a role? Or the fact that he 
collected art? Or what about 
a homeless man, who loitered 
near the reservoir? Could he 
have committed the crime? 
These theories have so far, also, 
also been ruled out.

 “There are days when I 
think about these things and 
it drives me crazy,” Gatto, 40, 
said. “Thinking about the the-
ories is all there is left to do. It 
keeps me awake at night.” 

The Los Feliz Ledger sent 
the LAPD a California Public 
Records Act request last sum-
mer to review the police report 
and the coroner’s autopsy find-
ings, related to the case, but 
was denied. Again, the Ledger, 
through an attorney in Sep-
tember, reiterated the request, 
and was denied again in Oc-
tober.

The dedication of the 10 
Freeway will be near 5151 
State University Drive where 
the Los Angeles County High 
School of the Arts is located.

The LAPD has asked 
those with information on the 
murder of Joseph Gatto to call 
(213) 486-5910 or the LAPD’s 
crime hotline, 24 hours a day, 
(877) 527-3247.

GATTO from page 1

Advertise in the Los Feliz Ledger (323) 644-5536

ated the Greek since 1975. 
The organization, headed by 
Rena Wasserman, undertook 
a fierce campaign through so-
cial media to rally support it 
be retained, including gather-
ing over 27,000 signatures, 
in support. Wasserman, over 
the years, has continuously 
reached out to the community 
with free events at the Greek 
as well as avail Greek staff to 
hear, and act on, neighbor-
hood concerns. 

Many local residents and 
community leaders spoke at 
the hearings in favor to retain 
Nederlander including the 
Los Feliz Improvement As-
soc.’s (LFIA) Marian Dodge 
and Barbara Ferris, Friends 
of Griffith Park, the Los Fe-
liz Neighborhood Council 
and Los Angeles City Council 
Candidate (District 4) Wally 
Knox, of Hancock Park. 

Other candidates vying 
to replace termed-out dis-
trict 4 councilmember Tom 
LaBonge—whose district in-
cludes Griffith Park—were 
Sheila Irani and Fred Mariscal 

who both spoke to the com-
missioners in favor of Neder-
lander. 

Now, the issue will be 
heard—again with expected 
lengthy public comment—by 
the  city council’s Arts, Parks, 
Health, Aging and River 
Committee.

“The [committee] mem-
bers and I will thoroughly re-
view this recommendation,” 
said Los Angeles City Coun-
cilmember Tom LaBonge, 
who sits on that board along 
with City Councilmember 
Mitch O’Farrell, its chair. “An 
assessment will be made,” La-
Bonge said, “for what’s best for 
the city.”

Eventually the full 
15-member Los Angeles City 
Council will vote on the issue, 
but talk of a potential lawsuit 
against the city by Neder-
lander/AEG was already heard 
shortly after the vote.

If litigation is filed, it 
would be the third lawsuit 
against the city this year re-
garding issues in Griffith Park, 
first vetted by the Recreation 
Commissioners.

GREEK from page 5
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shine through  

With a 90 year history,  award-
winning senior living care, and a 
fresh outlook, Solheim offers the 

option to shine with a positive change 
and important support and resources.

Call 323-559-4926 today 
for an informative discussion and tour.

2236 Merton Ave
Eagle Rock CA 90041

(323) 559-4926
www.solheimlutheran.org

slow said the city council 
must work to build stronger 
relationships between city 
and county governmental and 
educational agencies to better 
constituents and students. 

“People always misunder-
stand what the city council is 
really about and their relation-
ship in terms of managing the 
lives of people throughout the 
district,” he said. “Whenever 
we think of these entities as 
individual entities we only end 
up hurting ourselves.”

Winslow said public edu-
cation should be looked at 
more broadly as a city wide is-
sue of safety, for example. 

“If you have students who 
aren’t doing well and not go-
ing to school, they’re in our 
neighborhoods breaking into 
houses and causing mischief,” 
he said. 

Winslow, a former Los 
Angeles Police Dept. officer 
and currently with the Los 
Angeles City Attorney’s office, 
said the LAUSD needs to bet-
ter engage parents and assist 
preparing students for life af-
ter high school with a required 
course, taught by profession-
als, to teach life skills and “to 
talk to students about what 
they face becoming an adult.”

“If you look at our econ-
omy, much of the difficulty 
we’ve been facing is because 
you see people who have bad 
credit,” Winslow said. “If [re-
cently graduates] can’t pur-
chase, then we’re not helping 
our small businesses.” 

Candidate Steve Veres, 
currently the Vice President 
of the Los Angeles Commu-
nity College District Board of 
Trustees, said schools could be 
the local community center 
for respective neighborhoods 
throughout Los Angeles, offer-
ing programming for all ages.

 Veres, a graduate of 
Loyola High School, said the 
city has missed an opportuni-
ty to allow “education to be a 
part of the problem-solving ef-
fort to many of the challenges 
in Los Angeles.” 

Specifically, he points to 
collaboration between busi-
nesses and the school district 
to better prepare students, 
again, after graduation.

“When you exit the door 
of a school, you now enter the 
outdoor classroom of the city 
and I don’t think we’ve ever 
embraced our role in the city 
to do that,” he said. “There’s 
a great teacher in all the little 
bits and pieces that are the city 
of Los Angeles.” 

Additionally, Veres rec-
ommends expanding Mayor 
Eric Garcetti’s “Hire LA’s 
Youth” summer jobs program 
that provides 10,000 summer 
jobs for young people ages 14 
to 24.

According to candidate 
David Ryu, the number one 
thing the city can do for the 
school district is provide more 
support to students and fami-
lies. 

The LAUSD is “struggling 
in every aspect” because of a 
lack of resources, he said, so 
while it would be great to have 
an iPad for every student there 
may be basic needs—like pens 
and paper, and reducing class 
sizes—that should take finan-
cial priority. 

Regarding the recent iPad 
debacle? “It was well-intend-
ed,” Ryu said, “but it appears 
that there was not much col-
laboration or discussion,” on 
the issue. 

That is exactly what needs 
to change, according to Ryu, 
including more community 
input regarding school re-
source allocation, whether 
by hosting town halls or the 
LAUSD making announce-
ments in local papers. 

The public needs to have a 
voice when it comes to changes 
at their local schools, he said.

Candidate Carolyn Ram-
say said she is also concerned 
that students are ill prepared 
to work in the very economy 
in which they live. The city 
is full of promising jobs, she 
said, especially in the tech and 
entertainment industries, but 
schools need to do a better job 

of helping students plan for 
their life post academia. 

To that end, Ramsay rec-
ommends the LAUSD and the 
business community collabo-
rate to identify which jobs are 
available and then determine 
a game plan to get students 
hired. 

In the meantime, after 
Ramon Cortines, 80, interim 
as superintendent ends after 
Deasy’s recommendation, she 
said, whoever takes on that 
position must bring stability 
to the LAUSD.

The politics of the iPad 
issue, she said, has infiltrated 
the school system and has had 
a detrimental effect on kids 
learning. 

“All the indecision, and all 
the controversy of the iPad be-
came a burden to the students 
themselves,” Ramsay said. 

John Perron agrees with 
other candidates that more 
preparation for students post 
graduation is needed, like 
more vocational training lead-
ing to jobs for auto mechanics 
or electricians, for example. 
By doing so, he said: “You 
end up with graduates that are 
job ready for good-paying ca-
reers.” 

The benefit of such train-
ing is two-fold, he said. If 
students are studying a sub-
ject they’re passionate about, 
they’re more likely to stay in 
school and graduate. Then 
upon graduation, they can be-
gin working, earning money, 
and contributing to the local 
economy, he said.

Perron said he hopes 
Deasy’s replacement will be 
both charismatic and quali-
fied, like Garcetti and City 
Councilmember Mitch 
O’Farrell, whose effectiveness 
in office, he said, is enhanced 
by their charm.

Candidate Joan Pelico 
praised Garcetti’s work with 
Washington, D.C. to se-
cure $36 million of “promise 
zones” funds to help 10,000 
LAUSD students with aca-
demic assistance, after school 
and summer support services, 

teen pregnancy prevention 
and more access to healthier 
food in schools.

Pelico also pointed to The 
Youth Policy Institute, which 
was recently awarded a fed-
eral grant exceeding $16 mil-
lion, over the next seven years 
by the Dept. of Education, 
to serve 10 middle and high 
schools. 

If elected, Pelico plans to 
name an “education deputy” 
to assist finding and writing 
grants for the LAUSD and to 
have a finger on the pulse of 
local schools. 

“Teachers, parents, princi-
pals. They don’t have time to 
write grants,” she said. “They 
don’t know what’s out there.”

Pelico’s rise in politics 
started when she volunteered 
to head up her daughter’s 
Sherman Oaks public school.

It is important, she said, 
to invest in “the education 
you believe everybody should 
have.”

She stressed the impor-
tance of school support by 
local businesses and finding 
investment methods through 
the private sector as well. 

Pelico also reiterated each 
member of her staff will also 
mentor a child, as an effort to 
introduce them to local gov-
ernment and steer them in a 
positive direction through life. 

“If you can show them the 
difference,” she said, “they can 
have a choice.”

With a successful history 
of affecting change within 
local public schools, candi-
date Tomas O’Grady said he 
is the most qualified to speak 
about collaborating with the 
LAUSD as a city councilmem-
ber as his four children are all 
currently enrolled within the 
district. 

“I have a vested inter-
est in improving schools,” he 
said. “I will never allow my 
children to have anything but 
best. Therefore by me helping 
schools, I’m helping them and 
I’m helping everyone else.”

O’Grady is the co-found-
er of the non-profit Enrich 

LA, which has brought more 
than 70 gardens to schools in 
the region over the past three 
years and recently received 
a $100,000 grant from the 
Goldhirsh Foundation voted 
by Los Angeles citizens. 

He has also been an ac-
tive leader in unifying parents 
to participate at local schools 
in efforts that have helped 
raise the Average Performance 
Index—measured on a scale 
up to 1,000—at Los Feliz’s 
Franklin Avenue Elementary 
above 900 and at Silver Lake’s 
Thomas Starr King Middle 
School to 843 — a more than 
200-point increase since 2007. 

“If I’m going to enjoy all 
the other aspects of diversity 
of this city,” he said, “then it 
is incumbent on me to partici-
pate in the diversity of public 
education. ... It is the way I 
grew up. . . it’s the right thing 
to do.”

O’Grady, who also ran for 
Tom LaBonge’s seat in 2011, 
criticized elected officials—
such as former Mayor Antonio 
Villaraigosa—for his involve-
ment with the school district 
in office, while his children at-
tended private schools. 

If elected, O’Grady said 
he would be the only candi-
date with a “real” education 
department in his office tasked 
with “a concentrated, surgical-
ly targeted and organized ef-
fort to take the 30 plus schools 
in the district, adopt them, 
partner with them, negotiate 
with them and let them know 
my love is coming your way, 
whether you like it or not,” he 
said. “And most will like it but 
for those who don’t, it’s still 
coming.”

O’Grady’s campaign slo-
gan, “Lead by Example,” was 
born out of his often practice 
of rolling up his sleeves to get 
work done at schools, includ-
ing cleaning toilets at King 
Middle School and organiz-
ing parents to buy a pressure 
washer for the school which 
volunteers continue to use on 
site every week. 

CD4 from page 1

see CD4 page 23
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Atwater Dogs Need a Place to Go
By Ameera Butt, Ledger Contributing Writer

ATWATER VILLAGE – A group 
of residents is proposing a dog 
park in an un-used portion of 
Chevy Chase Park on Chevy 
Chase Drive. 

Currently, Atwater does 
not have a dog park, according 
to resident Patrick Terrill. 

“There’s not an off-leash 
area [for dogs] in Atwater Vil-
lage. You have to drive miles to 

get to some,” said Terrill, who 
is spearheading the idea. “It’ll 
get people to get their dog out 
and have more access to the 
park.”

Additionally, Terrill said 
Griffith Park’s dog park is 
“horrible” for dogs because 
there’s dust flies everywhere 
and there is no shade from the 
sun. 

At the Atwater Village 
Neighborhood Council’s 
(AVNC) government relations 

committee’s request, Ter-
rill, and a group of about 20 
supporters, are circulating a 
petition in favor of their idea 
and hope to have at least 500 
signatures by the end of this 
month. 

Additionally, the group 
has raised more than $800 to 
assist in their efforts.

According to Monica 

Waggoner, AVNC Parks and 
Recreation Representative, the 
costs associated with creating, 
caring and maintenance for 
the park have not been evalu-
ated. 

But for now, she said such 
a park would be an asset for 
neighbors in more ways than 
one. 

 “This will bring more life 
to the park and traffic,” Wag-
goner said. “And that will be 
of a safety benefit.” 

Atwater Village resident Patrick Terrill 
said Griffith Park’s dog park is “horrible” 

for dogs because there’s dust everywhere 
from the dirt and there is no shade 

from the sun. 

[A DOG’S LIFE]

Bone Appetite: Outdoor Dining with Dogs
By Jennifer Clark, Ledger Columnist

Dogs have 
been legally eat-

ing al fresco at Los Angeles res-
taurants since 2012, but recent-
ly, Gov. Jerry Brown signed a 
bill that would allow restaurants 
statewide to open their doors to 
patrons with dogs. 

The “Dining with Dogs” 
bill was brought to the table by 
Assemblymember Mariko Ya-

mada (D-Davis). This new law 
gets rid of health code regula-
tions that ban owners of res-
taurants from allowing dogs 
on their property. Restaurants 
will not be forced to welcome 
dogs—individual restaurants 
can decide for themselves. 

Dogs must remain in an 
outdoor dining section, be on 
a leash or in a carrier, behave 

and stay away from food prep-
aration areas. The law goes into 
effect Jan. 1st, 2015.  

Here are some local din-
ing spots that welcome dogs: 
Home (1760 Hillhurst Ave.), 
The Alcove (1929 Hillhurst 
Ave.), The Trails Café (2333 
Fern Dell Dr.), Beer Belly (532 
So. Western Ave.) and En Sushi 
(1972 Hillhurst Ave.).

to listen to people… I think 
… ethnicity is secondary or 
almost irrelevant,” Ryu said. 
“They want someone who’s 
going to listen to the commu-
nity, the neighborhood.”

According to Ryu, his fig-
ures outside the district may 
also be misleading as local do-
nors, he said, will often write 
checks from businesses they 
own outside the council district 
or that local businesses owners, 
alternatively, write checks who 
live outside the district.

LaBonge, who has been in 
office since 2001, will leave be-
hind an oddly shaped district 
comprising largely disconnect-
ed neighborhoods, the result 

of the city’s 2011 redistrict-
ing process. CD4’s core spans 
from the Hollywood Hills 
to Silver Lake with annexed 
blocks to the south along 
Miracle Mile, Hancock Park, 
Windsor Square and Larch-
mont Village. Also included in 
the district is Sherman Oaks 
in the San Fernando Valley.

Ryu said he can’t pinpoint 
one specific community that is 
supporting his candidacy. 

As far as in-district sup-
port, Ramsay continues to lead 
heavily over other candidates. 
She has raised $142,016 with 
403 single donations within 
CD4, accounting for 67.6% of 
total donations. That’s proof, 
she said, of the Larchmont 

Village resident’s strong ties 
to the district after serving the 
district as LaBonge’s aide since 
2006. 

“I’ve been the fundrais-
ing leader [within the dis-
trict] since I’ve entered this 
race because people know me 
and they know what I’ve ac-
complished for our neighbor-
hoods,” she said. 

Ramsay and Ryu led can-
didates with in-district fund-
raising over the three-month 
filing period, both of them re-
ceived about $29,000 in con-
tributions from CD4’s encom-
passing zip codes.

To see graphs on current 
CD4 council contributions 
see page 5.

RYU from page 3
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Griffith Park Adult Community Center Calendar

Sunset Hall - Curriculum and Advocacy 

Wednesday, November 19, 2014, 
12:00 – 3:00, Lunch, General Meeting, 

and Program at Friendship Auditorium
Sign up for lunch at GPACC.  

Program: Presentation by County of Los Angeles Dept. of 
Consumer Affairs. There will be a panel of representatives provid-

ing consumer information on common consumer scams, Long Term 
Care Ombudsman Program, hiring a contractor, and elder abuse.

“Holiday Boutique” Wednesday, November 19th 
starting at 10:30 at GPACC. 

Handcrafted gifts for the holiday season, including knitted 
and quilted items

3203 Riverside Drive, just south of Los Feliz Blvd.
* Call for info and reservations (323) 644-5579

Lunch Program: Mon.-Fri., GPACC, 
11:30 AM sign in, Noon lunch, Donation under 60 $4, 60+ $2

GPAC Club Info and Newsletter: 
Stephanie Vendig, (323) 667-3043 or vendig@sbcglobal.net.

Join GPAC Club: Only $15/year for trips and news. 
For information on trips, call Doris Slater, (323) 667-1879

Programs for 
free-thinking seniors 

(323) 660-5277

Conversational 
Spanish at GPACC on 
Wednesdays

Thanks to our ad sponsor Sunset Hall. They offer...

Ask me now 
how I’m 

different from 
the rest

Gail Crosby
Sotheby’s 

International Realty
1801 Hillhurst Ave, 

Los Angeles, CA 90027

323/428-2864
GailCrosby@aol.com

BRE: 01377453

ask gail

[SENIOR MOMENTS]

The New “Old Age”
Recent research points to living into our 100s
By Stephanie Vendig, Ledger Columnist

We now 
know what we have been sus-
pecting. Americans are living 
longer and all of us—young 
and old—are impacted. 

The National Center for 
Health Statistics this past 
month released their annual 
report on mortality rates. 
According to the New York 
Times, “It’s Official: We’re 

Older than Ever,” from Oct. 
14, 2014, whom quoted from 
the center’s study “people who 
reached age 65 could look 
ahead to an average additional 
19.3 years, an all-time high. 
Men could anticipate another 
17.9 years, on average, and 
women another 20.5.” 

According to Robert An-
derson, the center’s chief of 
mortality statistics, there has 
been a substantial increase in 
the age of mortality in the past 
decade. And it could go high-
er. Reaching 100 years old will 
be less of a rarity. 

The Atlantic magazine fea-
tured the subject of aging also 
in its October issue. The topic 

“What Happens When We All 
Live to 100,” by Author Gregg 
Easterbrook presented some 
observations and conclusions 
that are worth pondering.  

For example, life expec-
tancy started to rise in the 
19th century.  For the Unit-
ed States, the 20th Century 

started with life expectancy at 
birth at 47. The conclusion is 
that three months are added 
with each passing year, thus 
by the end of this century, 100 
could be the anticipated life 
expectancy. 

According to Easter-
brook’s story, we are riding 
on a global escalator. And it 
doesn’t seem to be attributed 

to any single event. When an-
tibiotics and vaccines became 
common, the increase slowly 
continued, and even when 
there were wars or disease out-
breaks, there wasn’t much re-
treat. 

Easterbrook describes cur-
rent research on longevity to 

find answers of why and how 
this is occurring. So far, re-
search hasn’t been able to con-
clude whether your genes, your 
lifestyle or environment are 
the causes, and how much of 
each make a difference. How-
ever, reduced infant mortality 
rates, or saving young people 
because of vaccines have con-
tributed to our life spans, not 
just how individuals live but 
their lives.  

In general, the conclusion 
is as long as living standards 
rise, so does our life span. 

With an aging popula-
tion, society is confronted 
with unknown economic and 
social changes. The percent-

age of time in retirement is 
increasing such that there are 
real concerns of being able to 
plan financially for it. 

It is also a concern for our 
politicians in Congress to find 
solutions that serve the coun-
try as a whole, such as Social 
Security, Medicare, Medicaid, 
and lastly, the reauthorization 
of the 1965 Older Americans 
Act. This act provides assis-
tance to communities across 
America to address the needs 
of the older population so that 
they can “age in place.”  At 
this point unfortunately, all of 
the above programs are having 
difficulty achieving bipartisan 
solutions. 

According to the National Center for Health Statistics, 
there has been a substantial increase in the age 

of mortality in the past decade. And it could go higher. 
Reaching 100 years old will be less of a rarity. 

Hillhurst May Be Narrowed to Reduce Speed 
and Add Bike Lanes
By Bruce Haring, Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELIZ—Hillhurst Avenue 
is a candidate for a “road diet” 
that will add bicycle lanes on 
each side in an effort to also 
decrease traffic speeds and in-
crease pedestrian safety on the 
well-traveled thoroughfare. 

David Somers, a policy 
planner for the Los Angeles 
Dept. of City Planning, said 
studies are underway about 
narrowing the roadway, but 
there are many steps before 
anything is implemented. 

“We’re looking at Hill-
hurst and extending [similar 
narrowing on] Virgil [Avenue] 
all the way up to Los Feliz 
Boulevard,” he said. 

Virgil Avenue becomes 
Hillhurst Avenue at Santa 
Monica Boulevard.

The “road diet” is part of 
a city mobility plan to deter-
mine the best way to re-think 
Los Angeles streets. The plan 
aims to create better auto traf-
fic flow, institute more pe-
destrian and bicycle-friendly 
streets, and emphasize some 
roads as mass transit hubs. The 
study should be completed by 
early next year.

“Right now, the default 

is every street is to serve peak 
moving travel,” Somers said. 
“But every street in the city 
has different purposes. Does 
Hillhurst need to move as 
much traffic as Vermont?” 

Somers addressed the Los 
Feliz Neighborhood Council 
earlier this year on the plan. 

The city’s Dept. of Trans-
portation has set a goal of 
eliminating pedestrian fatali-
ties by 2025. In addition to re-
ducing vehicle speeds, the plan 
would include curb extensions 
that could reduce pedestrian 
street-crossing times and nar-
rowing roadways to discour-
age vehicle passing. 

Before any changes to 
Hillhurst Avenue are made, 
however, a traffic study will 
be completed and a consultant 
will evaluate what changing 
the roadway will do to existing 
area traffic patterns. Somers 
noted that some cities have 
discovered diverted traffic can 
present new problems.

“We don’t want to paper 
over any potential impacts,” 
Somers said. “Going in this 
direction does have some com-
promises.” 
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Get Your Life & Home  
Ready For the Holidays 

 

Guests coming! 
Shopping ahead! 

 

Take off extra stress and anxiety so you 
can enjoy this time of year 

 

Home and Home Office Organization 
Clutter Reduction 

Custom Storage Solutions 
 

Into The Light Organizing Service 
(213) 247-0611 
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Showtime Scenery
FULL SERVICE CUSTOM SHOP

SPECIALIZING IN:

SET/PROP CONSTRUCTION
METAL FAB 

WOOD WORK 
DESIGN 

SCENIC, SPECIAL EVENTS

TRADE SHOWS 
AWARD SHOWS 
MUSIC VIDEOS 

THEATER 
COMMERCIALS

Showtimescenery@aol.com  |  818-396-5136
www.showtimescenery.com

Get more information, check for breaking news 

and read these additional stories only online 

at losfelizledger.com…

•	 The full Nederlander and Live Nation Greek Theater 

proposals as well as the independent consulting 

firms’ evaluation of both.

•	 Atwater Village’s Cristo Rey Catholic Church is 

celebrating 75 years

•	 Theater Review: Hollywood’s Met Theater’s take on 

Mel Brooks “Young Frankenstein” 

•	 CD4 Race: Candidate Davis challenges competitors 

to return donations from developers

•	 Eastside Eye: Now at LACMA, Haunted Screens: 

German Cinema in the 1920s looks at masters of 

German Expressionist film and their influence on 

film genres such as science fiction and film noir. 

•	 Almost Famous reviews “Under Pressure,” by rapper 

Logic.

Los Feliz Ledger ONLINE 

Out and About for November

Complied by Ameera Butt

ART

Shaun Berke and Patrick 
V. McGrath Muñiz. Berke’s 
paintings exhibit classical 
composition while 
contemporizing and re-casting 
Christian dogma. Muñiz 
works with consumer media 
culture and the historical use 
of Christian icons in colonial 
Latin America. La Luz de 
Jesus Gallery, Fri., Nov. 7th, 
8 p.m. Through Nov. 30th. 
4633 Hollywood Blvd., Los 
Feliz. Information: (323) 666-
7667; laluzdejesus.com

BOOKS

Meghan Daum. The author 
reads from her book The 
Unspeakable: And Other 
Subjects of Discussion, a book 
about artistic ambitions and 
financial anxieties.  Skylight 
Books, Tues. Nov. 18th, 7:30 
p.m. 1818 N. Vermont Ave., Los 
Feliz. Information: (323) 660-
1175; skylightbooks.com

SCIENCE & NATURE

Reindeer Romp. The only place 
to see real reindeer in Los 
Angeles. Tickets: $19 general 
admission; $16 seniors; $14, 
children ages 2 to 12.  No ticket 
required for children under 2.  
Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical 
Gardens, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Fri., 
Nov. 28th through Sun., Jan. 4th, 
except Christmas Day. 5333 Zoo 
Drive, Los Angeles. Information: 
lazoo.org

Route 66 Seminar: The End 
of the Road? Frank Norris, 
historian from the National 
Parks Service, National Trails 
Intermountain Region; Dan 
Rice, executive director of the 
Route 66 Alliance and owner 
of the 66-to-Cali booth on 
the Santa Monica pier; and 
Matthew Roth, archivist of 
the Auto Club of Southern 
California talk about the 
famed Route 66. Tickets: $15 
non-members, $11 students 
and seniors. Tickets include 
museum admission which is 
$10 for adults, $6 for students 

and seniors. The Autry, Sun., 
Nov. 16th, 2 p.m. 4700 Western 
Heritage Way, Griffith Park. 
Information: (323) 667-
2000; theautry.org

THEATER & DANCE

Villa Thrilla. Ring in the holidays 
with a hilarious seasonal twist 
on the classic English murder 
mystery. Tickets: $32. Atwater 
Village Theatre, through 
Nov. 23rd. Fridays, Saturdays 
8 p.m., Sundays 3 p.m. 3269 
Casitas Ave., Atwater Village. 
Information: (800) 838-3006; 
villathrilla.com

Young Frankenstein. DOMA 
Theatre Company’s hilarious 
Mel Brooks musical where Dr. 
Frederick Frankenstein has 
inherited his grandfather’s 
Transylvanian castle and 
laboratory. Tickets: $30 general 
admission, $20 seniors and 
students. The MET Theatre, 
through Nov. 30. Fridays, 
Saturdays 8 p.m., Sundays 
3 p.m.1089 N. Oxford Ave. 
Information: (323) 802-9181; 
domatheatre.com. 

Broomstick. Set in Appalachia 
and written entirely in verse, 
this charming and mesmerizing 
solo play stars Jenny O’Hara 
as a wacky, bizarre old woman 
living in a odd little shack who 
just may happen to be a witch. 
Tickets: $20 regular  admission, 
$15 students and seniors. 
Fountain Theatre, Through 
Nov. 30th. Thursdays, Fridays, 
Saturdays, 8 p.m., Sundays, 2 
p.m. 5060 Fountain Ave., East 
Hollywood. Information: (323) 
663-1525; fountaintheatre.com 

COMMUNITY

Annual Atwater Village Day 
of the Dead Family Festival. 
A fantastic family day with 
Aztec and Folklorico dancers 
and food. Tickets: $10 adults, 
$20 family of four, $5 children. 
Atwater Elementary School, 
Sat., Nov. 1st, 12 p.m., 3271 
Silver Lake Blvd., Los Angeles. 
Information: flavorus.com/
dayofthedeadfestival
 
Family Art and Books. Join 
artist Laura Stickney to 

create special art projects 
about home, family and 
neighborhoods to send to 
servicemen for the holidays. 
Los Feliz Library, Fri., Nov. 14th, 
3:30 p.m. 1874 Hillhurst Ave., 
Los Feliz. Information: (323) 913-
4710; lapl.org

Friends Book Store. Support 
your local branch library by 
purchasing books at the Friends 
of Silver Lake Library Book 
Store. Silver Lake Library, Tues. 
Nov. 18th, 2 p.m. 2411 Glendale 
Blvd., Silver Lake. Information: 
(323) 913-7451; lapl.org

MUSIC

Fool’s Gold with Mosco 
Rosco. The Los Angeles band 
with African rhythms plays 
with the Los Angeles native 
quartet. Tickets: $10-$12. 
The Echo, Fri., Nov. 7th, 8:30 
p.m.1822 W. Sunset Blvd., Echo 
Park, theecho.com

Latin Sundays. Experience 
Latin music every Sunday. 
Free.  Globos, Sundays, 10 
p.m. 3040 Sunset Blvd., Silver 
Lake, clublosglobos.com

The Rangdangs with Ezra 
Buchla and LA Takedown. 
The three-member band 
that makes greasy music 
together are joined by the 
musician and group. Tickets 
$5. Perhspace, Sat., Nov. 22nd, 
9 p.m. 325 Glendale Blvd., Echo 
Park, pehrspace.org

Clockwise. The Australian 
musician Andy Clockwise 
performs his indie pop 
sounds. Tickets $10. Satellite, 
Wed., Nov. 26th, 9 p.m.1717 
Silver Lake Blvd., Silver Lake. 
Information: thesatellitela.com
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coupon code 122

210 N. Avenue 21, 
Los Angeles, CA 90031

www.svdpla.org 

* mattresses and cars are excluded.
Expires 1/31/15 — no photocopies — not to be used with other promotions.

St. Vincent de Paul’s 
54,000 square-foot thrift store 
offers clothing, shoes, furniture, 

housewares and appliances.

25% Off* with this Ad

[LETTER TO THE EDITOR]

Griffith Park Habitat Ignored and Ridiculed by Ledger

The flap about the pro-
posed performance space and 
ballfields in Griffith Park 
looks like a latter-day Chavez 
Ravine in the making. 

Some people who prob-
ably consider themselves pro-
gressive, politically correct, 
and pro-environment believe 
that in a city awash with per-
formance spaces, it’s a good 
idea to build a new venue in 
an area described by the Dept. 
of Recreation and Parks as 
“an urban wilderness.”   Oth-
ers think the park’s acreage 
should be modified in ways 
that primarily benefit nearby 
kids who play baseball. 

Aided by one-sided re-
porting (yours) that includes 
inflammatory, insensitive 
statements by Los Feliz Neigh-
borhood Councilmember 
Mark Mauceri and Indepen-

dent Shakespeare Company 
Managing Director David 
Melville while omitting com-
ments from the petitioners, the 
issue seems like a done deal. 

However, before cutting 
down those 40+ trees in the pic-
nic area and bringing thousands 
more cars and noisy nights to 
the Old Zoo, we should try to 
do better than Chavez Ravine 
and consider the impact on 
those with softer voices who will 
suffer from the plans of these 
special interests.

Who am I talking about?  
I’m referring to the tremen-
dous diversity of animals and 
vegetation that make Griffith 
Park a near-unique urban trea-
sure.  Like the thousands of 
families who got pushed out 
of Chavez Ravine when their 
community was destroyed, the 
habitat of Griffith Park is un-

heard, ignored and ridiculed 
in your publication.  Push 
them off their property and 
they have nowhere to go.

Who cares about what you 
dismissively describe as “birds 
and bats?”   For starters, there 
are more than a million people 
each year who come from all 
corners of the city to Griffith 
Park for its undisturbed, open 
space.   According to Recre-
ation and Parks, about 25% of 
them are hikers, walkers and 
runners who go out of their 
way for the park’s nature and 
solitude.

Make no mistake. Griffith 
Park is a park in name only. It’s 
over 4,000 acres of irreplace-
able wilderness. Obviously 
some think it’s fine and fitting 

to start chipping away at the 
habitat of its living communi-
ties.  But there are upsetting 
undertones here.  The voices 
of those who enjoy the park 
while having the least environ-
mental impact seem ignored, 
the Ledger helps others shout 
them down, and I see an ap-
palling indifference to explor-
ing alternatives to this pro-
posed destruction.  

Shouldn’t you and we as 
a community do better than 
that?

I have no affiliation with ei-
ther Friends of Griffith Park or 
the Griffith Charitable Trust, 
and I have attended Symphony 
in the Glen concerts.

John Levin, Silver Lake

Editor’s Response: Since 
the Ledger has reported on 
this issue since 2008, we have 
always sought comment and 
interviews from those opposed 
to the construction of a perfor-
mance stage and baseball fields 
in Griffith Park. Gerry Hans, 
president of Friends of Griffith 
Park, has declined to be inter-
viewed stating the non-profit’s 
position has been misrepresent-
ed in the Ledger. We have en-
couraged Mr. Hans to indicate 
to us any errors or mistakes in 
our reporting or misrepresen-
tations of Friends of Griffith 
Park’s position, so that we 
could correct the record. He 
has, thus far, declined our in-
vitation. 

[LETTER]

The LFIA’s 
“Softball” Event 
with the Mayor

My take on the Eric 
Garcetti event, sponsored by 
the Los Feliz Improvement As-
soc. (LFIA), Oct. 6th, is there 
is no doubt that Garcetti has 
done many positive things for 
Los Angeles, including LAX, 
the Los Angeles River, obtain-
ing federal monies for various 
projects such as housing for 
homeless vets and his moves 
to limit Los Angeles Dept. 
of Water and Power excesses. 
Granted, he cannot right all 
the wrongs and he has time re-
maining to do more good.  

Nonetheless, he remains, 
in my view, a slick politician 
whose feet we do not hold to 
the fire, however much we 
grumble and pretend to our-
selves that we are doing all we 
can to make ourselves heard 
and to hold him accountable.

The Oct. 6th event was 
a perfect example. He spent 
an inordinate amount of his 
limited time talking about 
his achievements and was 
roundly applauded. His LFIA 
interviewer quickly turned 
the questioning to the audi-
ence—which I had been told 
was not going to occur and 
that all questions had to be 
prepared by LFIA and asked 
in advance—and there was ex-
actly one question asked about 
the Greek Theatre, one about 
the Kenmore house and none 
about the currently stalled 
Target construction in East 
Hollywood.  

Basically he seemed to say 
that any reference to the pos-

see MAYOR page 30

[LETTER]

Candidate 
Beeber 
Acknowledged for 
Homelessness 
Stance

Regarding “Offbeat and 
All Candidates on Home-
lessness,” (October 2014), 
as a health professional and 
resident of Los Feliz, I want 
to recognize candidate Jay 
Beeber for his analysis of the 
homelessness issue in our 
community. As he stated, the 
focus should be on substance 
abuse and mental illness. 

The great majority of 
homeless individuals suffer 
from one or a combination 
of these problems. The em-
phasis should be on getting 
these people the professional 
help they need, educating and 
supporting their families if 
they are part of the picture, 
and getting them connected 
to charitable and religious or-
ganizations that provide com-
passionate and effective men-
tal health ministry.

The goal should be to 
get them off the street, not to 
make it more comfortable for 
them to live on the street.

M. Kelly, MD
Los Feliz

TO SUBMIT A LETTER 
TO THE EDITOR

Send your letter to 
acohen@

losfelizledger.com 
or to 4459 Avocado St., 

LA, CA 90027. 
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[REAL ESTATE]

Some Local Areas Report Strong Sales While Southern Cal’s Wane
By Bruce Haring , Ledger Real Estate Reporter

Home sales are slowing 
and overall sales prices are 
waning in Southern Califor-
nia. But both are still strong 
in the local residential market, 
particularly in Echo Park, Sil-
ver Lake and Hollywood. 

September was the first 
month since June 2012 in which 
none of the six Southern Cali-
fornia counties posted a double-
digit, year-over-year gain in me-
dian sales prices, according DQ 
News, a real estate research firm 
out of La Jolla, CA. 

While all six Southern 
California counties saw sales 
price increases and the num-
ber of homes sold was at a 
five-year high for a September, 
the trend clearly reflects that 
only the most desirable areas 
will continue to attract a lot of 
buyer attention in the coming 
months.

Brock Harris of Brock Real 
Estate said the recent drop in 
interest rates on home loans has 
not jump-started what has been 
a slow year overall. 

“Buyers used to come to 
Northeast L.A. for charming 
starter homes,” Harris said. 
“But now, even Highland Park 
starts at $600,000 and the 
all-cash buyers—mostly flip-
pers—compete for the tini-
est scraps. Most homeowners 
in the area seem like they’re 
settling in to stay with their 
four-point-something 30-year 
loans. We are seeing more 

renovation, and most excit-
ingly, parental involvement 
and investment in nearly every 
school in the community.” 

Jodie Francisco, a realtor 

with the Santa Monica office 
of Berkshire Hathaway Cali-
fornia Properties, said sales 
have picked up after a big 
slowdown over the summer. 
But she noted that it’s the top 
of the market that’s attracting 
most of the attention.

“September and October 
has seen the return of multiple 
offers,” Francisco said. “There 
is still a pretty big demand 

and not enough quality inven-
tory out there. There are more 
properties on the market, but 
there aren’t a lot of ‘good or 
great’ properties. When those 

come on, if they are priced 
well, they are selling quickly.”

LOCAL SALES ACTIVITY 
DQ News reports some 

local areas continued to show 
strong sales growth in Septem-
ber. 

In the Los Feliz 90027 zip 
code, 24 single family homes 
sold for a median price of 
$1.070 million, down 3.6% 

year-over-year and reflecting 
a per-square-foot sales price of 
$614. One condo sold for $1.1, 
or $614 per square foot

Echo Park’s 90026 zip code 
saw 15 single-family homes sold 
for a median price of $669,000, 
a 12.8% increase year-over-
year at a per-square-foot price 
of $568. Two condos sold for a 
$443,000 median price, down 
23.7% year-over-year.

In the Silver Lake 90039 
zip code, 18 single-family 
homes sold for a median price 
of $875,000, a 31.6% increase 
year-over-year at an aver-
age square foot price of $591. 
There was one condo sold for 
$385,000. 

In Hollywood’s 90068 
zip, 21 single-family homes 
sold for a median price of 
$1.16 million, a 1.8% increase 
year-over-year that represented 
a sales price of $548 per square 
foot. Six condos sold for a 
median of $400,000, down 
11.2% year-over-year.   

 “September and October [saw] the return of multiple offers,” 
said Jodie Francisco, a realtor with Santa Monica’s Berkshire Hathaway 

California Properties. “There is still a pretty big demand and not 
enough quality inventory out there.
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[KEEN TO BE GREEN]

The DWP & the Lawn Goodbye
By Meher McArthur, Ledger Columnist

Now that the weather is 
cooling down, working in the 

garden might 
become bear-
able again. 
Three years into 
our drought 
with little rain 
in sight, it’s re-

ally time to think about how 
we use our water. 

Many who haven’t al-
ready given up our lawns 
are undoubtedly consider-
ing doing so, especially now 
that the Los Angeles Dept. of 
Water and Power (LADWP) 
is offering $3 per square foot 
as an incentive (ladwp.com). 
I didn’t qualify for the pro-
gram a few months back as 
I’d already stopped watering 
the area in question, and the 
lawn has to be healthy upon 
application. 

However, a friend did 
apply and found she was en-
titled to a $4,000 rebate, 

which seemed very generous. 
Unfortunately, by the time 
she had killed off her grass, 
paid gardeners to dismantle 
her sprinkler system, bought 
and transported the type of 
ground cover permitted by 
the program to her house, she 
had to apply for a deadline 
extension and had spent over 
$5,000. The LADWP’s rules 

were so strict that those of us 
without advanced gardening 
skills barely break even. 

However, despite the 
stress and expense, my friend 
ultimately is glad she did it. 
“In Los Angeles, it’s the right 
thing to do,” she said.

For those of us who just 
want to do the right thing less 
stressfully, it might be enough 
just to turn off the lawn sprin-
klers, spend the next few 
weeks planting a few native 
plants, welcoming all the new 
bees, birds and butterflies they 
attract – and pray for rain. 

The LADWP’s rules were so strict that 
those of us without advanced gardening 

skills barely break even. 

Conservatory and Property Owners Negotiating 
Land Price for Possible New Arts Center
By Bruce Haring , Ledger Contributing Writer

SILVER LAKE—The Silverlake 
Conservatory of Music and 
developers Frost/Chaddock 
are talking about a potential 
sale of a Sunset Junction prop-
erty for a new performing arts 
center.

The two sides had been at 
loggerheads, but are now talk-
ing and trying to determine an 
appropriate price for the prop-
erty, located at Santa Monica 
Boulevard and Sanborn Avenue. 

A source close to the ne-
gotiations, who asked not to 
be named, indicated the two 
parties are trading numbers, 
and hope to get a resolution in 
a few weeks. 

Developer Frost/Chad-
dock, who owns the property, 
plans to construct an apart-
ment complex on the 4000 
Sunset Boulevard property. 
Additionally, the firm owns 
adjacent land that is reportedly 
targeted for more apartments. 
However, public sentiment 
has leaned largely against con-
struction of any apartments 
at the location, citing the ex-
isting lack of parking in the 
neighborhood. 

Frost/Chaddock held a 

spring meeting in 
the neighborhood 
where it unveiled 
plans for three 
mixed-use prop-
erties that would 
total 310 apart-
ments and 16,000 
square feet of 
retail. The devel-
opments would 
be at 4301 Sun-
set, 4100 Sunset 
and 4000 Sunset 
Boulevard. The 
latter is the site 
of the hoped-for 
performance art 
space. The de-
veloper did offer 
to host a com-
munity room in 
the complex that 
could be used by 
the Conservatory.

There was also a pub-
lic meeting on the develop-
ment held in early September 
and hosted by the Silver Lake 
Neighborhood Council. Rock 
musician Michael “Flea” Bal-
zary, a cofounder of the Sil-
verlake Conservatory and an 
alleged financial backer of the 

bid to create the performing arts 
space, detailed there his case for 
an expanded arts center.

Frost/Chaddock spokes-
man Glenn Gritzner was out 
of the country and did not 
respond to a request for com-
ment. His designated point of 
contact, while traveling also, 
also did not respond.

An unnamed man holds a sign in support for a new per-
forming arts center for Silver Lake’s Conservatory of 
Music. The land, in Sunset Junction, is currently owned 
by developers who want to build apartments there.



LOS FELIZ BROKERAGE | 323.665.1700
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EAGLE ROCK | 2055 Escarpa.com
web: 0285954 | $1,095,000 
Mini-estate on sprawling grounds with custom 
vintage pool and 180 degree views in Eagle Rock 
pocket. 4bd/4ba. Wrap around viewing decks.
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

EL SERENO | 5034 Templeton St.
web: 0285965 | $875,000
3 bedroom and 2 bath Charming English house 
+ duplex 2 bedroom, 2 bath each, 5 car parking, 
huge lot, and views. Cash flow.
Rosemary Low 323.363.0381

SILVER LAKE | 3004 GarciaWalk.com  
web: 0285912 | $649,000  
Remodeled Spanish Bungalow 2bd/2ba on one 
of Silver Lake’s famed walk streets. Grassy yard 
with fruit trees. Includes gated driveway.
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

GLENDALE | 920 Highline Road | New Listing
web: 0285956 | $639,000
2bd/1.5ba view home, cul-de-sac, hardwood 
floors, 2 fireplaces, gourmet kit, large patio, ter-
raced yard with fruit trees. Indoor/outdoor living!
Tom Conjalka 323.671.2315

LOS FELIZ | 2530ParkOak.com
web: 0285909 | $3,975,000 
Privacy and seclusion in the coveted Los Feliz Oaks on almost one acre of private gated grounds. 
4bd/6ba. Entertainer’s open floor plan, all rooms opening to the outside with spectacular views
Konstantine Valissarakos 323.252.9451 | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

LOS FELIZ | 4520 Dundee Drive | The Jacobson Residence 
web: 0285798 | $3,300,000    
Historical Cultural Monument 674. Edward Fickett, Architect. 1966. Commanding landmark views, 
swimmers pool, and separate guest/office quarters. An original post and beam masterpiece. 
Patricia Ruben 323.671.2310

LOS FELIZ | 2417Nottingham.com | In Escrow 
web: 0285844 | $3,495,000 
Landmark Los Feliz Estate. c.1927 John William 
Chard, Architect. Step out of LA, enter a different 
world thru a private, Mediterranean courtyard. 
Jacqueline Tager 323.697.3040

ENCINO | 16815 Bajio Road 
web: 0285844 | $2,475,000 or $11,000/month 
Contemporary with a huge living room, high 
ceilings, fireplace and situated with custom tall 
glass sliding doors to the yard/pool/spa/BBQ.
Rosemary Low 323.363.0381

LOS FELIZ | 5276 Los Franciscos Way | In Escrow
web: 0285873 | $2,495,000
“Los Feliz Estates” Home with approx. 5200 
sq.ft. living area offering unobstructed spectacu-
lar city views situated on a large lot with pool.
M. Tabakian | N. DeWinter 323.376.2222

SILVER LAKE | 1437 Westerly Terrace | SOLD 
Listed at $1,675,000 
Stunning wood/glass/steel/concrete design. 
This 3 beds, 2.5 bath and den 2 story home of-
fers huge terraces and breathtaking views.
Rosemary Low 323.363.0381

SILVER LAKE | 1930 Redesdale Ave | In Escrow
web: 0308131 | $1,595,000 
Contemporary Modern on a double lot with 
privacy and lake views. 3 terraces including large 
fish pond with a stream and wooded gardens.
Jeffrey Young 213.819.9630

LOS FELIZ | 2014 Oxford Ave. | New Listing
web: 0285960 | $1,399,000 
Charming Country French, with high ceilings and 
a guest house. Built in 1922 this beautiful 3 bed-
room, 2 .75 bath sits on approx. 8,100 sq.ft. lot.
M. Tabakian | N. DeWinter 323.376.2222

SUNSET STRIP | 1905 Grace Ave | In Escrow
web: 0308125 | $1,400,000 
Circa 1917 Historic Colonial Mansion set above 
the street on a large corner lot. Beautiful large 
grand formal rooms with original wood work.  
Jeffrey Young 213.819.9630

SILVER LAKE |  3108 Fernwood Ave
web: 0308159 | $1,150,000
Modern post & beam circa 1960. Walls of glass & 
clestory windows throughout, 13 ft ceilings in the 
living room with the original fireplace.  
Jeffrey Young 213.819.9630

LOS FELIZ | 2580 Nottingham Avenue | www.2580nottingham.com | 5bd/7ba | $4,997,000
Landmark Italianate Masterpiece circa 1924 by Architect WC Tanner on famed street. Sweeping 
views, extensive grounds, pool/spa, detached studio with loft.  First time on the market in 67 years. 
Konstantine Valissarakos 323.252.9451 | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725



NOURMAND & ASSOCIATES REALTORS

5417 RED OAK, LOS FELIZ                         $1,549,000

Chic traditional with custom finishes in The Oaks. Gourmet 
kitch. Sparkling pool. Great for entertaining!
Adam Sires & Michael Nourmand              310.498.1024

3321 LUGANO PL, BEACHWOOD CYN       $2,395,000

Contemporary Villa, High ceilings & city views. 4BR/4BA
Pro music studio, elevator. Private and serene setting. 
Lorey+Rogers+Stellini                              310.963.4205

6234 HOLLY MONT, BEACHWOOD CYN       $799,999

1961 mid-cent 2sty 2BR/2BA w/ open LR/kit, vaulted wd 
beam ceil, wrap-around deck and cty & ocean views. 
Mica Rabineau                                          323.816.5868 

1298 3/4 SUNSET BLVD, ECHO PARK          $499,000

Modern new construction home. 2BR/1BA. The feeling of
a downtown loft w/the benefits of your own private yard. 
Mika Lequericabeascoa                            323.309.0895

1150 WEST KENSINGTON RD, ECHO PARK   $710,000

2+2 Bungalow in Angelino Heights HPOZ w/unobstructed 
views, split flr plan, lrg kit, formal DR & landscaped yard.
Tracy Fink                                                 626.818.9478

 911 SEWARD ST, HOLLYWOOD                 $2,650/MO

2+2 Bungalow in Angelino Heights HPOZ w/unobstructed 
views, split flr plan, lrg kit, formal DR & landscaped yard.
Scott Campbell                                        323.252.9870

1693 MARMONT AVE, HW HILLS             $24,500/MO

4+5 custom Italian villa w/cty & ocean views, spacious flr 
plan, lrg LR, DR, screen rm, lrg yrd w/pool, spa, sauna & GH.
Rochelle Maize                                         310.968.8828

3743 AMESBURY RD, LOS FELIZ               $1,848,000

Mediter. Villa w/pano cty views, 3,300+ sf, open LR, mastr 
ste w/spa-like BA & studio. Least at $8,500/mo
Gina Isaac                                               323.829.8009

5919 CHULA VISTA #1, BEACHWOOD CYN  $338,000

1+1 co-op in 12 unit Mid-Century complex. Open flr pln, 
LR w/ lrg balcony, updtd BA, lush garden end unit.
Chris Danna                                             323.382.8708

6442 DEEP DELL PL, BEACHWOOD CYN  $1,995,000

Privt, modrn & custom home on 3 parcels, pool & updtd 
landscaping. 200 amp electrical sys, K-Copper plumbing,
Chris Danna                                             323.382.8708

2225 FERN DELL, LOS FELIZ                     $1,795,000 

3k+ sf 3sty Medit. on prvt st in the Oaks, lrg formal LR w/
fp, gourm kit w/ SS appl, hwd flrs, & covered outdr area.
Adam Sires & Michael Nourmand              310.498.1024

1345 E. PALMER AVENUE, ADAMS HILL       $799,000

Late mid-century w/Stunning Views! Entire main flr has flr 
to ceiling wndws. Open flr plan & wide balcony.
Carolyn Rae Cole                                     323.359.7300

99 S RAYMOND AVE #303, PASADENA       $529,000

Historic Castle Green condo w/ 2 beds + 1 ba. Highly 
upgraded w/ concrete floors + original details.
Courtney+Kurt                                        323.899.8509

3733 REVERE AVE, ATWATER VILLAGE      $799,000

2-on-a-lot. 2+2/2+1, hardwd floors, drought resistant land-
scaping, solar panels, bonus room + big yard.
Courtney+Kurt                                        323.899.8509

10715 CAMARILLO #201, N. HOLLYWOOD   $459,000

Bright & elegant 2+2, turn-key w/2 lrg mastr ste, gourm kit 
w/SS appl, balcony, walk to Toluca Lake Village, must see.
Jennifer Eckert                                         323.543.3697

Nourmand & Associates Hollywood

Howard Lorey I Brokerage Manager 

323.462.6262 I hlorey@nourmand.com

6525 Sunset Blvd. Ste. G2 90028

T hre e  O f f i ce s . 

One  Re sp e c te d  Name .

w w w.nour mand .com

N o ur man dRE

@ N o ur man dL A

@ N o ur man dL A
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Target Petitions California Supreme Court to 
Resume Construction
By Bruce Haring, Ledger Contributing Writer

EAST HOLLYWOOD—Con-
struction remains halted at 
the proposed Target at Sunset 
Boulevard and Western Ave-
nue while the retailer petitions 
the California Supreme Court 
for permission to resume 
building.

Target is seeking the 
higher court hear its peti-
tion to complete work on the 
new store while it appeals a 
Los Angeles Superior Court 
ruling that stopped work at 
the site mid-August because 
of alleged construction code 
violations. 

The Target project has 
been under fire from locals for 
its proposed parking and size. 
Plans call for a 163,000-square-
foot store with 30,000-square-
feet of additional retail and 
food outlets. 

Residents want the site to 
have subterranean parking, 
which, they say, will reduce 
the project’s height. 

Former area Los Ange-
les City Councilmember Eric 
Garcetti, who is now Mayor, 
supported Target’s plans, as 
does his successor, Mitch 
O’Farrell, who said the devel-
opment is critical for area eco-
nomic revitalization. 

Target spokesman Kris-
tin Emmons said the chain 
“is taking steps to continue 
construction at the store site 
so our opening plans remain 

on schedule, but due to pend-
ing litigation, we are unable to 
share specific details.”

The project was first city 
permitted in 2010. 

Su Casa REAL ESTATE

Richard Stanley
Estates Director
Architectural and Historic Properties Specialist
rstanley@coldwellbanker.com
213 300-4567  cell / voice mail
©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell 
Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and operated 
by NRT LLC.  All rights reserved.  If your property is listed with another broker, this is not intended as a 
solicitation.  CalBRE license #:   00971211

Those who love to entertain in grand, elegant 
style will feel at home here.  Each room is over-
scale.  The easy flow of the open floor plan will be 

appreciated by even the largest gatherings.  The high 
quality of the present sellers’ improvements lends an 
air of unpretentious graciousness.  Marquetry flooring 
and premium fixtures and appliances throughout make 
this later-construction, contemporary Mediterranean 
better than when new.  4 bedrooms;  4.5 baths; pool 
and spa; meticulously-maintained; low-maintenance; 
gated entrance.  Handy to freeways, Griffith Park and 
Los Feliz neighborhood amenities.

$1,800,000

Have a real estate question? Call me first!

Here, Bigger Really Is Better
3431 Amesbury Road

Prime Los Feliz

CONSTANCE STAHL
CLIENT-CENTERED REAL ESTATE

Truly a Neighborhood Realtor!

www.ListwithConstance.com  CalBRE is 01821912

•	 Proven	Track	Record

•	 Experienced,	Supportive,	Successful

•	 Senior	Real	Estate	Solutions

•	 Exclusive	Seller	and	Buyer	 
Representation

•	 Member	of	Los	Feliz	Improvement	 
Association

Realtor

323-388-8270
conniestahlre@gmail.com

City Asks for Historic Review of Coronado 
Terrace Home Planned for Demolition
By Ameera Butt, Ledger Contributing Writer

The Los Angeles City 
Council has requested a may-
oral-appointed commission 
to decide if a house is historic 
and whether it should be torn 
down for housing units.

The house, built in 1910, 
is located in a neighborhood 
on the boundary of Silver 
Lake and Echo Park called 
Coronado Terrace.

Conducting the study will 
be the Silver Lake Neighbor-
hood Council’s (SLNC) Carol 
Cetrone and Los Angeles Of-
fice of Historic Resources. Their 
findings will be given to the 
city’s Cultural Heritage Com-
mission, a five-panel body that 
oversees the designation and 
protection of local landmarks.

Located at 1109 N. Coro-
nado Terrace, the house has 
“outward facing arroyo stone 
retaining walls… and large, 
carved wooden gables,” ac-
cording to a statement by 
Cetrone a committee member 
of the SLNC’s Urban Design 
and Preservation Committee. 

In the statement, Cetrone 
wrote the Craftsman single 
family home is in danger of 
demolition and being replaced 
with a “small-lot subdivision” 

that, she wrote, “will diminish 
the cohesive look of the entire 
neighborhood.” 

If the home is demolished, 
the lot would be used to con-
struct multiple individual 
houses. 

Recently, the Cultural 
Heritage Commission de-
clared that a house in Los Fe-
liz, by architect A.C. Martin, 
did not have historic features. 
Martin is best known as the 
architect of Los Angeles City 
Hall. The Los Angeles City 
Council will now decide if the 
Martin house should be de-
molished for development. 

 There are more than 1,050 
historic monuments in Los 
Angeles, according to Lam-
bert Giessinger with the city’s 
Office of Historic Resources. 
He said the Coronado Terrace 
house appears to be one of the 
first built in that area. 

Los Angeles City Coun-
cilmember Mitch O’Farrell, 
whose district oversees Silver 
Lake, Echo Park and Atwater 
Village, said the house is sig-
nificant because of its Arroyo 
stone retaining walls, which 
date back to early 1900s.

The Cultural Heritage 

Commission must review 
buildings or locations with 
historic monument status, in 
Los Angeles, if any alterations 
to the site are planned.

Regarding the Coronado 
Terrace house, after the study 
is completed it will then go be-
fore the full Cultural Heritage 
Commission for review. 

If the commission de-
clares the house historic, the 
Los Angeles City Council has 
90 days to either concur with 
their findings or not, the lat-
ter which could lead to its be-
ing torn down. The SLNC’s 
Cetrone said it’s inappropriate 
to convert a single-family home 
into six, individual houses, as 
is planned, because doing so 
would increase the density on 
that street, which has a major-
ity of single- family homes. 

“We think the house is 
significant in that it is the 
cornerstone,” of the neighbor-
hood, she said. “It has histori-
cal significance,” due to the 
date it was built, its location 
and because it serves as an en-
trance to the Coronado Ter-
race neighborhood. “We want 
the house to remain there,” 
Cetrone said.

Los Feliz Ledger
Advertise YOUR Real Estate Listings 

and Services!

For information and advertising rates 

contact Libby Butler-Gluck, 323-644-5536 

and libby@losfelizledger.com
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IF YOU’RE CONSIDERING SELLING OR BUYING, 
LET ME HELP YOU NAVIGATE THIS 

TRANSITIONING REAL ESTATE MARKET.

GETTING TOP DOLLAR 
FOR SELLERS & 

GREAT DEALS FOR BUYERS 
FOR OVER 13 YEARS

1751 SILVERWOOD TER., SILVER LAKE $1,195,000
3BD/2.5BA; 2,428 Sq Ft (per Assr) 70’s Arch’l 1st time on mkt EVER w/ reservoir/ocean views just 
waiting to be buffed & puffed. Wine cellar, st/st lot & possible 4th Bd. Great opp for developers & savvy 
buyers. www.1751silverwood.com

©2014 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of 
HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee 
of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of 
America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
does not guarantee the accuracy of square footage, lot size or other information 
concerning the condition or features of property provided by the seller or 
obtained from public records or other sources, and the buyer is advised to inde-
pendently verify the accuracy of that information through personal inspection 
and with appropriate professionals.  CalBRE 01321406/01317331

REAL ESTATE. REAL SERVICE. REAL RESULTS.

• 38 years sales + marketing experience
• 22-year Los Feliz resident
• Former board member Los Feliz Improvement Assoc.

M I C H A E L
T U N I C K

323.646.3893
www.michaeltunick.com

3028 PAULCREST DR., HOLLYWOOD HILLS $3,995,000
4BD/4.5BD; 4,900 Sq Ft (per Owner) Reimagined Contemporary Mediterranean with a pool, spa, 
movie theater & stunning views on a private 1/3 acre. Not only did my buyers prevail in a multiple-
offer situation, but they also got it for nicely under-asking.

REPRESENTED BUYER

IN THIS TRANSACTION
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Open Houses Can Open Doors to Thieves
By Bruce Haring, Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELIZ—Los Feliz Neigh-
borhood Council President 
Linda Demmers recently held 
a real estate open house at her 
Chislehurst Drive home. Un-
fortunately, the attendees after 
the event included some unin-
vited guests. 

Less than an hour after 
her real estate broker finished 
showing the property to pro-
spective buyers, Demmers’ 
husband, Richard Rothschild, 
arrived home to find the house 
ransacked. 

The real estate agent had 
left the house around 2:50 
p.m., Demmers said, and her 
husband arrived around 3:45 
p.m., leaving a short window 

with the house unoccupied.
“This was ransacked be-

yond belief,” said Demmers, 
who has lived in the house 
for 18 years without incident. 
“Everything they didn’t take 
was on the floor.”  

A window and armoire 
had been crowbarred open, 
and jewelry, a stamp collec-
tion, and collectible coins were 
taken. Demmers declined to 
state the value of the goods. 

Demmers said she doesn’t 
tie the event to her public du-
ties and is sanguine about the 
break-in. 

“It’s not the end of the 
world,” she said. “I have to say 
I’m saddened by it. It’s nice 

stuff, but it’s just stuff.”  
According to Demmers, 

she has filed a police report and 
there were fingerprints taken at 
the scene. A neighbor with a se-
curity camera also has video of 
the potential robbery vehicle.

BREAK-INS RARE, 
BUT THEY HAPPEN

Los Feliz based Realtor 
Richard Stanley notes that ev-
ery client has to sign a “Seller’s 
Advisory” issued by the Cali-
fornia Assoc. of Realtors that 
warns of the potential prob-
lems in showcasing a home.

“If a seller thought that 
a broker was negligent and 
wished to pursue such a mat-

ter legally, a seller would first 
have to enter mediation and 
then follow the path agreed 
to at the time the listing was 
signed, either to litigate or to 
arbitrate a settlement with a 
broker,” said Stanley. 

Stanley advises all sell-
ers remove or lock up all valu-
ables—including cash, jewelry, 
prescription drugs—and small 
valuables of any sort, laptops, 
credit cards, bank documents, 
keys, IDs and the like. 

“I know that occasionally 
thieves will target open houses 
in a particular neighborhood, 
such as Hancock Park or Los 
Feliz,” he said. 

To prevent thefts, Stan-

ley suggests, certain steps for 
implementation. Allow only 
one way in and out of an open 
house—past the sign-in table 
where everyone entering has to 
sign in. If they refuse, do not 
allow entry—“at the seller’s 
request.”  If many people are 
expected, have helpers keep 
watch and be alert to teams 
of thieves, especially “fami-
lies” with children who will 
distract an agent and seem 
overly friendly while another 
member of the team pilfers the 
house. If something seems not 
right—it isn’t.

Tim Meinelschmidt, a 
realtor with Keller Williams 
Larchmont, notes that some 

thieves attend an open house 
and then leave a window or 
door open somewhere in the 
house, returning later via the 
easy access.

Realtors are also at risk. 
“At the end of an open 

house, if you don’t lock the 
front door, someone can come 
in and you’re trapped. I actu-
ally know a realtor who carries 
a gun,” said Meinelschmidt.

One local female realtor, 
who asked not to be named, 
said some homeowners hire 
security for an open house. 

“I think that’s smart. I 
would do it if it were my list-
ing and my client’s possessions 
warranted it,” she said.

Less than an hour after her real estate broker finished 
showing the property to prospective buyers, Los Feliz resident 
Linda Demmers’ husband, Richard Rothschild, arrived home to 

find the house ransacked. 

Locals Saving Water One Drop at a Time
By Ameera Butt, Ledger Contributing Writer

ATWATER VILLAGE— Resi-
dent Netty Carr has always 
planted drought tolerant 
plants in her front and back 
yards since she moved to the 
neighborhood 17 years ago.

Twenty-foot tall flowering 
cacti, euphorbias, or a plant 
from Africa that oozes out 
white liquid; as well as cereus, 
succulent from Brazil, and 
aloes dot her front yard and 
nearly obscure Carr’s bright, 
teal colored house from view. 

 “The reason I [planted the 
garden was] to conserve water,” 
she said. She said her water bill 
is roughly $45 a month.  

Calling her garden an 
“aviary,” she said the cacti’s 
prickly pears and other plants’ 
flowers attract a slew of bees, 
butterflies, wildlife and birds. 

“I’ve always been mind-
ful to the water problem,” 

Carr said. “[My partner and I] 
capture fresh water in buckets 
that would normally go down 
the drain. . . and we water our 
potted plants with it.” 

California is experienc-
ing a record drought for the 
past three years with little or 
no rain in sight for Southern 
California—or the state. The 
dry weather has kicked up 
devastating wildfires, deci-
mated crops and harvests in 
the state’s agricultural hub in 
the Central Valley, and put 
the state on a high, dry alert. 
Earlier this year, Gov. Jerry 
Brown declared a drought 
state of emergency. 

To that end, Los Ange-
les area residents have been 
asked to cut back on water us-
age, maintain their lawns and 
yards in efficient manners and 
conserve water. 

When it comes to the 
drought, Atwater Village 
is trying to do its share. 

The Atwater Village 
Neighborhood Council 
has been passing along 
water conservation tips in 
email blasts to residents.

 In October, Los An-
geles Mayor Eric Garcetti 
issued an executive direc-
tive to reduce the use of 
fresh water and the pur-
chase of imported water. 
He wants to reduce fresh 
water use by 20% by 2017 
and Los Angeles Dept. of Wa-
ter and Power’s (LADWP) 
purchase of imported water by 
half by 2024. 

“Our relationship with 
water must evolve. We cannot 
afford the water policies of the 
past,” said Garcetti in a press 
release. “We must conserve, 

recycle and rethink how we 
use our water to save money 
and make sure that we have 
enough water to keep L.A. 
growing.”

Garcetti has also ordered 
city departments to cut water 
use by replacing lawns as well 
as increasing city incentives 

to help residents reduce water 
consumption. He’s also ramp-
ing up the LADWP’s grass re-
placement incentive to $3.75 
per square foot and asking An-
gelenos to voluntarily reduce 
watering to two days a week.  
Since 2009, when the program 

see DROUGHT page 21
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THE #1 AGENTS IN 90039

Courtney Smith
323.899.8509
DRE 01406768 

Kurt Wisner
323.841.3839
DRE 01431217

Nourmand & Associates
3167 Glendale Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90039

3733 Revere Ave                                   $799,000  637 S Avenue 60                                  $585,000 3938 Revere Ave*                                  $607,000 3322 Atwater Ave*                             $,1,220,000

IN ESCROW

JUST SOLD

JUST SOLD

JUST SOLD

www.courtneyandkurt .com 

*Represented Buyer

Property Management

4427 Santa Monica Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90029

(323) 668-7500 ph  (323) 668-7501 fx
clukens@clintlukensrealty.com

www.ClintLukensRealty.com
BRE Lic #01367014

Tired of Tenants & Toilets?
Clint Lukens Realty 
Can Help!

• Rent collections
• 24/7 maintenance
• 24/7 on-call for  
  emergencies
• Monthly detailed reports
• Accountability and 
   stress reliever! 

Celebrities: We Knew You When…
By Bruce Haring, Ledger Real Estate Reporter

Welcome to Hollywood! 
It’s a great place to be from. 

Three celebrities sold their 
homes in the local area. 

Actress Jodie Foster has 
sold her Bird Streets home in 
the Hollywood Hills for just 
under $5 million. The actress, 
who broke into show biz in a 
memorable role as a teenage 
hooker in “Taxi Driver” and 
later won an Academy Award 
for “The Accused,” parts with 
6,060 square feet, including a 
pool and screening room, five 
bedrooms and six bathrooms. 
Before Foster, the property 
was formerly owned by super-
model Cheryl Tiegs.

Michael “Flea” Balzary 
of the Red Hot Chili Pep-
pers has also sold his Los Feliz 
home, bringing in $6 million 
for the property, known as 
the Van Griffith estate. The 
six-bedroom, four-bath house 
was built in 1925. Balzary has 
been active in the community, 
backing the Silverlake Music 
Conservatory. 

Finally, “Mad Men” star 
January Jones has sold her Los 
Feliz home for $1.37 million. 
It’s a gated Mediterranean 
home with three bedrooms 
and three baths. She pur-
chased a Topanga property 
earlier in the year. 

City Deems A.C. Martin House Not Historic 
By Bruce Haring, Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELIZ—Los Angeles City 
Councilmember Tom La-
Bonge said he will support the 
city’s Cultural Heritage Com-
mission’s finding that there is 
no historic significance to a 

Kenmore Avenue house de-
signed by famed architect 
A.C. Martin, ending the last 
hope of staving off its demoli-
tion.

“The  Cultural Heritage 
Commission has reviewed this 
and I will let their determina-
tion stand,” LaBonge said.  

In early October, the 
commission voted 4-0 against 
designating the house at 1829 
Kenmore Ave. a landmark af-
ter touring the property. 

Developer Elan Mordoch 

has sought to sub-divide the 
property into six single-family 
homes. He had obtained nu-
merous city approvals before 
local residents began to pro-
test that the house should be 

preserved.
The home is known as the 

“Bartlett House,” and is one of 
the few known single-family 
residences designed by Martin, 
the architect best known for his 
Los Angeles City Hall design. 

Local activist Doug 
Haines, who was one of the 
locals that had protested the 
house’s demolition, asked, 
“If an A.C. Martin house in 
Los Feliz doesn’t qualify” as 
a landmark, he asked, “then 
what does? It’s the best thing 

A.C. Martin ever did in our 
neighborhood.”

Mark F. Mauceri, VP on 
the Los Feliz Neighborhood 
Council (LFNC), said pre-
serving the house “should have 

been a slam dunk.”  
The LFNC had initially 

supported demolition of the 
house, but reversed its position 
when it was discovered Martin 
was the architect.

Mark F. Mauceri, VP on the Los Feliz Neighborhood 

Council (LFNC), said preserving the house 

“should have been a slam dunk.” 

was implemented, 8.8 million 
square feet of turf has been re-
moved in the city. 

“Turf requires a lot of 
water and is very high main-
tenance what we count on is 
opting out of grass and [put-
ting in] California friendly 
landscaping,” said Michelle 
Vargas, an LADWP spokes-
person. “It’s best for our cli-
mate.”  Such landscaping in-
cludes Mediterranean plants, 
succulents and natives. 

The average Los Angeles 
resident uses 89 gallons of 
water per day, according to 
Vargas.

Since the water conser-
vation ordinance has been 
in place since 2007, the city 
has reduced its overall use by 
16.4% according to Vargas. 
This year, Los Angeles has re-

ceived about 4,000 water waste 
complaints from residents and 
the LADWP has sent citations 
to 3,300 people, Vargas said. 
However, according to Vargas, 
no fines, thus far, have been is-
sued by the city. 

Vargas said the Mayor is 
calling on Angelenos to go the 
extra step in water conservation.

“We call on folks to em-
brace water conservation as 
a lifestyle. People have been 
committed to it in Los Ange-
les, and we encourage them,” 
Vargas said.

The water conservation 
ordinance allows the public to 
water their lawns three days a 
week. For even addresses, it’s 
Tuesday, Thursday and Sun-
day while odd addresses are 
Monday, Wednesday and Fri-
day. No watering is allowed 
between 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

DROUGHT from page 20



CONGRATULATIONS
Barry Sloane and Marc Silver

Frank Symons, Western Region Executive Vice President/Chief Operating Officer and Brokerage 

Manager, is very pleased to recognize and congratulate Barry Sloane and Marc Silver on setting a 

new record for the sale of a single family residence in Los Feliz*, and for representing the purchaser 

and seller in the transaction above.

Los Feliz  |  2630 Glendower Avenue  |  Sold for $8,300,000

Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are 
independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Barry Sloane CalBRE#: 01024594. Marc Silver CalBRE#: 01875513. *According to recorded sales in the MLS as of 10/13/2014.

sothebyshomes.com
Beverly Hills Brokerage
9665 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 400, Beverly Hills, California 90212

THE BARRY SLOANE GROUP
310.786.1844  |  310.809.4656
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in Silver Lake

2920 Sunset Boulevard • Silver Lake • 323-825-9223 • www.tribecapediatrics.com

• Guidance and support on sleep,
 nutrition and development

• Low intervention philosophy 

• 24/7 Accessibility

• Punctuality

• We take insurance

• Parking Available

Tribeca Pediatrics 
is in your 
neighborhood!

We care for your kids

“We can find ways to reju-
venate the morale of schools,” 
he said, indicating he would 
work in a similar fashion with 
the rest of the district’s schools 
“suffering from low morale,” 
by helping create community 
investment in them, increas-
ing parental involvement and 
using parents, if necessary, “if 
they can deliver things faster 
cheaper, quicker [and] more 
efficiently.” 

“What are their biggest 
desires? A well-stocked library? 
Piece of cake. I can take care 
of it. I can also finally then use 
my reputation in this city to 
deliver private dollars into the 
schools,” he said.

As well, O’Grady wants 
the city and school district 
to combine its bureaucracies 
for economies of scale. That 
means developing community 
programs and access at district 
schools with the city’s Dept. 
of Recreation and Parks to in-
crease neighborhoods’ green 
space. 

“I come from a back-
ground in real estate and 
there’s an expression. . . ‘You 
milk the cow seven days a 
week,’” he said. “You pay real 
estate taxes on it seven days a 
week. You pay a mortgage on it 
seven days a week. Why would 

it be only used for five days a 
week? That’s the first part of 
the equation. More value for 
your public asset.”

Candidate Fred Mariscal 
said he wants the city council 
and the LAUSD to host an an-
nual conference bringing par-
ents and teachers together to 
discuss how to better educate 
children.

Mariscal also believes im-
provement is needed in teach-
ing training on technology, for 
example. He also said students 
need to be trained in the “lan-
guages of the future economy” 
including foreign and comput-
er languages. 

Technology, science, en-
gineering and mathematics 
is where the world is headed, 
said Mariscal, and that’s where 
Los Angeles needs to position 
our children. 

“We need to make sure we 
align education with the needs 
of the economy,” he said.

He said he also advocates 
for more partnership between 
the business community and 
the LAUSD to connect em-
ployers with students and to 
facilitate placement of stu-
dents in summer jobs. 

Candidate Wally Knox 
said the LAUSD should refo-
cus on doing what is right for 

see CD4 page 24
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W I L S H I R E  B O U L E V A R D  T E M P L E
Brawerman Elementary School East

COME GROW WITH US
Visit Brawerman Elementary School East, a 

hidden gem in the heart of Los Angeles.
Currently accepting applications for the 

2015-2016 school year
TOUR DATES 

Tuesday, November 4, 2014 
Thursday, November 20, 2014

To schedule a tour, call (213) 835-2170  
or go online at brawerman.org

WILSHIRE BOULEVARD TEMPLE 
Erika J. Glazer Family Campus * 3663 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90010

maranatha high school 
A COLLEGE PREPARATORY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

169 S. Saint John Avenue, Pasadena
(626) 817-4021 www.maranatha-hs.org

Celebrating 50 Years of Transforming Lives Through
Christ-Centered, College Preparatory Education

Discover the Maranatha Difference!

Admissions Open House
Nov. 8, 2014 

Ask about
scheduling a

Shadow
Day

students, not just what makes 
headlines. The ongoing iPad 
debacle, he said, was the prod-
uct of a lack of foresight by 
a limited group of individu-
als who were involved in the 
decision-making process, and 
their lack of reception to ex-
perts with input.

The technological failure 
of LAUSD’s student tracking 
system is also a gross example, 
he said, of a well-intended 
concept gone awry. Although 
keeping tabs on a student’s 
academic career from kinder-
garten to graduation is a noble 
concept, the $130 million 
project overloaded LAUSD’s 
servers and resulted in throngs 
of Jefferson High School Stu-
dents waiting weeks for class-
room assignments. 

“I’m troubled that deci-
sions too often make a terrific 
press release but the decisions 
are poorly thought out,” said 
Knox.

Knox pointed to Los Feliz 
as a prime example how the 
LAUSD has potential flourish. 

John Marshall High 
School is large, diverse and 
successful, he said, and the 
school district needs to pro-
vide all qualified principals 
with the flexibility to do their 
jobs and experiment with in-
novation.

The Los Feliz Ledger will 
not be covering candidate Step 
Jones at this time. After repeat 
attempts for in-person or over-
the-phone interviews, he has 
not shown any interest in criti-
cally discussing issues in the 
district. As well, as of publica-
tion, he has not qualified with 
the city’s Ethics Commission 
as a candidate, meaning he, 
thus far, has not raised or spent 
$1,000 for his campaign.

Candidate Sheila Irani 
expressed regret over LAUSD 
superintendent Deasy’s depar-
ture, but also cited some of his 
shortcomings.

“He’s a man who tried to 
push a lot of changes through 
very quickly but not all of 
them were well thought out,” 
she said. “You can be smart 
and have all the right solutions 
but you have to learn how to 
play with the team.”

Still, Irani suggests the 
LAUSD needs a leader willing 
to challenge the bureaucracy.

“We need people who are 
willing to go against the grain 
and work really hard at mak-
ing some changes, because 
[the] LAUSD is a monolithic 
bureaucracy,” she said. “You 
can’t make little changes and 
hope they take effect there. 
You have to push really hard.”

While council members 
don’t have direct authority 
over the school district, Irani 
said she foresees a couple of 
avenues for collaborating with 
schools, including using them 
as stand-ins for community 

parks after classes let out for 
the day.

“We live in a park-poor 
city,” she said. “What we do 
have are a lot of campuses. 
Why can’t we look at those 
campuses as potential com-
munity parks?”

She has outlined a pro-
gram where the community 
could use school playgrounds 
after 3 p.m. where the city 
would provide staffing as well 
as funding for play area im-
provements, subsidized by lo-
cal fundraising and commu-
nity contributions. Athletic 
programs and other classes 
could bolster the after-school 
offerings. 

Irani said she has been 
inspired from the “1,000-plus 
hours” she has spent volunteer-
ing at the Larchmont Charter 
School, when her daughter 
was a student there.

She also said she envisions 
working with local neighbor-
hood councils to create at least 
two CD4 “volunteer corps” to 
visit district campuses offer-
ing help with maintenance, 
clean up, or whatever projects 
schools need a hand with.

Those volunteers could 
also be deployed to tackle 
other projects the city has ne-
glected, she said. 

“Look at the sidewalks in 
Larchmont Village. I would 
love to take that on and fix 
these sidewalks,” she said. 
“Waiting for the city to do 
something is frustrating.”

Attorney and educa-
tor Teddy Davis said there 
are many ways city govern-
ment can help schools. In a 
five-pronged itinerary, Davis 
outlined: safer passageways, 
quality after school programs, 
better bridges between local 
feeder schools, joint use agree-
ments between the city and 
school district and better pre-
paring students for college. 

“A strong system of local 
schools leads to a stronger lo-
cal community and is a strong 
investment in our prosperity,” 
he said. 

Davis said, if he elected, 
he would work with City At-
torney Mike Feuer and his 
“Neighborhood School Safety 
Program” to develop safer 
routes for students traveling 
to and from school, eliciting 
parents and officers from the 
Los Angeles Police Dept. as a 
physical presence along com-
mon routes to help with traf-
fic, non criminal activity as 
well as potential dangerous 
scenarios. 

He also said working 
closely with and city funding 
of existing after school pro-
grams—like L.A.C.E.R. and 
the Hollywood Boys and Girls 
Cub—could be a deterrent for 
students lured by gangs. He 
said such would lead more stu-
dents on a path to college and 
possibly offering programs, 

like those in the arts, which 
have been cut due to budget 
issues.

Walking the streets of the 
district and engaging constitu-
ents door-to-door, Davis said 
the topic of education comes 
up often. 

He recalled a mother in 
the San Fernando Valley who 
told him she and her fam-
ily loved their home but were 

moving because after good 
experiences in their local el-
ementary and middle schools 
she did not like the local high 
school her children would be 
attending. He said this senti-
ment is not uncommon. 

“We’ve got to have re-
form at higher levels,” he said. 
“Schools must do a better job 
of marketing themselves from 
one level to the next to keep 

the families engaged.”
As other candidates have 

mentioned, Davis also believes 
joint use agreements between 
the city and the LAUSD could 
build “our schools to be cen-
ters of community life,” by 
offering programming such 
as adult education classes and 
accessibility for neighbors dur-
ing off-school hours. 

CD4 from page 23
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W I L S H I R E  B O U L E V A R D  T E M P L E

Early Childhood Centers (2-5 years)

TOUR DATES
Glazer: EAST Koreatown
Wed, November 19
Thurs, December 4
Thurs, January 22
Thurs, February 19

Mann: WEST Los Angeles
Mon, November 17
Wed, December 3
Wed, January 21
Wed, February 11

Erika J. Glazer Early Childhood Center
Erika J. Glazer Family Campus
3663 Wilshire Blvd, LA 90010

Mann Family Early Childhood Center
Audrey and Sydney Irmas Campus
11661 W. Olympic Blvd, LA 90064

Explore and discover!
We share a culture of 
Jewish values and dialogue 
among teachers, children 
and parents. We’re proud 
of our highly credentialed 
teachers and our NAEYC 
accreditation.
To schedule a tour, call
(424) 208-8900 or go
online at wbtla.org/ecc

 
Join our 

Baby and Me 
classes with 
your infant or 

toddler!

[FOCUS ON THE ADVERTISER]

Tribeca Pediatrics: Let’s Hold Off on the Antibiotics
By Kimberly Gomez, Ledger Columnist

SILVER LAKE—2920 Sun-
set Blvd.— across from some 
of Silver Lake’s most popular 
eateries—has always been a 
medical office, but there’s no 
clinical feeling at Tribeca Pe-
diatrics. The lobby seating re-
minds you of ocean waves and 
there’s tissue paper decoupage 
on the walls. It’s a tactile ex-
perience, even fun—every-
thing but your normal trip to 
the doctor’s office. The relaxed 
setting was designed to help 
foster a lasting pediatrician-
patient bond, and encourage 
wellness visits. 

Tribeca Pediatrics began 
over 20 years ago in New 
York’s lower Manhattan, 
when founder, Dr. Michel 
Cohen, started treating pa-
tients out of his home with 
low-intervention care and 
avoiding unnecessary medi-
cations and tests. 

Cohen’s baby and child-
care book, The New Basics, is 
the modern go-to book known 
for easing first-time parents’ 
anxieties. 

Now Tribeca’s low-inter-
vention philosophy has become 

the American 
Academy of Pe-
diatrics gold stan-
dard of care.

Dr. Monika 
Symms has al-
ways wanted to 
be a pediatri-
cian. Fulfilling 
her dream, she 
began practicing 
with Tribeca Pe-
diatrics’ original 
office in 2010. 
She moved here 

last year to head Los Ange-
les’s Tribeca Pediatrics and to 
carry on Dr. Cohen’s reasoned 
“watch-and-wait approach” at 
the Silver Lake office.

“It requires a lot of dili-
gence on our end,” said 
Symms. 

According to Symms, 
she tries to make sure parents 
know what symptoms to ex-
pect for an illness and what 
may be needed to help a child 
feel better as a young immune 
system fights off infection. 

 “We provide parents 
with the tools and confidence 
to care for their child so they 
don’t feel they must auto-
matically put an antibiotic in 
them,” she said. Overuse of 
antibiotics, said Symms, can 
result in increased side effects 
for the child.

Twenty-four hour avail-
ability, every day, and follow-
up calls keep communication 
open between doctors and 
families. 

Locally, Tribeca has been 
a welcome addition for the 
neighborhood.  

“When we started looking 

for a pediatrician, we drove by 
and said ‘Isn’t that the same as 
the book?’” said Gina Lamar, 
of Silver Lake. 

She and partner, Char-
lotte Wells, were happy to find 
quality care in the neighbor-
hood for their newborn. 

“We literally live up the 
hill from here,” she said.

Since opening earlier this 
year Tribeca has been busy ac-
cepting clients. 

And the group is fast be-
coming an “eastside” hub for 
childbirth classes for expect-

ant parents and for nutrition 
and lactation classes. 

And even though Tribeca 
has over 30 offices across three 
states, they remain focused on 
their local families wherever 
they are.

“We are very present,” 
said Symms. “This is a place 
where we are listening and 
where families have time to 
ask questions.”

Dr. Monika Symms, of Tribeca Pediatrics, during a well-
ness visit with Charlotte Wells and Gina Lamar, and their 
daughter, Harriet.
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Early Childhood Elementary Grades High School

Schedule a tour to see the Waldorf difference.
pasadenawaldorf.org  626-794-9564

  

 

Lastly, Davis stressed the 
importance of expanding in-
ternship opportunities for stu-
dents with groups like the Los 
Feliz-based College Path LA 
(see the Ledger’s Rita Mauc-
eri’s column on this program 
staring on page 27) to better 
help students prepare for col-
lege and future careers. 

Davis said he knows from 
experience working at ABC 
News and various political of-
fices the importance of intern-
ships to position one’s self for a 
plum job down the line. 

“You can’t just break into 
these [careers],” he said. “You 
can’t just come in and apply 
for a job. We don’t level with 
people enough about that, 
about how some of the best 
jobs and opportunities and ca-
reer paths are only available to 
people if they intern.”

Preparing students for 
these opportunities, Davis 
said, means training them 
with programs such as College 
Path LA, which provides col-
lege counseling by well-placed 
volunteers for graduating high 
school seniors. 

Candidate Jay Beeber said 
he faults the LAUSD for not 
operating with a high level of 
business acumen. 

Referring to the district’s 
iPad debacle, Beeber said, 
“That was a huge, huge failure. 
There’s no doubt about it.”

Beeber’s criticism of the 
LAUSD’s iPad contracting—
to Apple for hardware and 
Pearson for software—gave 
way to a larger critique of city 
government.

“No private business 
would go about doing it the 
way they went about doing 
it,” he said. “I think that’s the 
problem with the LAUSD and 
city government as a whole. 
They don’t think in terms of 
good sound business decisions. 
If it were [their own] money 
to worry about, [they] would 
never do what they did.”

Beeber advocates for bet-
ter business smarts for all pub-
lic institutions. 

 “I don’t think we need 
big corporate types in charge 
of government,” he said. “But 
I do think we need people who 
have some experience running 
a business, making payroll, 
not wasting money and being 
good. . . [in] management. We 
just haven’t seen that.”

Another of Beeber’s sug-
gestions for improving the 
LAUSD builds on the city’s 
successful creation of neigh-
borhood councils over the past 
two decades. 

“We need some sort of 
system like that for our school 
system,” he said. “Give parents 
and students a say in what’s re-
ally happening.” 

Just as neighborhood 
councils solicit input and ad-
vise the city council on issues 
affecting their neighborhoods, 
“neighborhood school coun-
cils,” Beeber said, could pro-
vide the LAUSD school board 
more local input and perspec-
tive on district issues. 

Like other candidates, 
Beeber also advocates for the 
district’s expansion and cre-
ation of more courses teaching 
life skills and practical trades. 

College isn’t a good fit 
for every student and the dis-
trict needs to offer such kids 
alternative paths, he said, like 
courses in welding or in small-
business. 

“We have some really great 
minds in the city that can help 
us with these things,” Beeber 
said. “We can get the unions 
involved in providing some of 
these trainings and opportuni-
ties for students.”

Beeber’s final sugges-
tion—framed as an idea “to 
explore”—will no doubt raise 
a few eyebrows: breaking up 
the LAUSD into smaller enti-
ties.

“The bureaucracy is so 
huge that it’s almost insur-
mountable,” he said.

He wouldn’t speculate 
on how many districts the 
LAUSD might be divvied in 
to, but he did point out the 
city has 15 different council 

see CD4 page 30
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invites you to explore a progressive education for your child.  
We offer the following opportunities to get to know us:

progressive
k-6

independent
34 years
van nuys

OPEN HOUSE FOR PROSPECTIVE PARENTS
Saturday, November 22, 2014 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Reservation Required

www.ccsteaches.org    818.780.6226

[MOTHER OF INVENTION]

Marshall’s “CollegePath LA” Making a Difference in Student’s Lives
By Rita Mauceri, Ledger Columnist

As the mother of three 
grade-schoolers, the idea of 
college is not even in my realm 
of consciousness right now. 
I’ve got years before I have to 
worry about applications, ath-
letic scholarships, and other 
aspects of upper academia that 
even now sound daunting.

Several decades ago, as 
a high-schooler in suburban 
New Jersey, I applied to only 
two universities. I vaguely 
remember filling out lots of 
forms, composing my essay 
and anxiously awaiting a re-
sponse. At the time, I was 
fortunate to have an excellent 
public school and college-edu-
cated father to guide me. But 
if I had to get into Duke—my 

alma mater—today, I highly 
doubt I would make the cut!

By all accounts, apply-
ing to college is tougher than 
ever. Students must be more 
competitive, more spectacu-
lar, more unique—and the es-
say or “personal statement” is 
a key part of making oneself 
stand out.

At local John Marshall 
High School, an amazing vol-
unteer program called Colleg-
ePath LA is focused on helping 
students craft their essays and 
maximize their acceptance 
chances. 

I initially set out to write 
a simple piece about the pro-
gram, but quickly discovered 
it was much more than I ex-
pected—something that is 
truly having an impact on the 
lives of neighborhood youth.

CollegePath LA was started 
five years ago by local moms and 
long-time friends, Susan Philips 
and Lori Zimmerman. Zim-
merman came from the world 
of non-profit management and 
fundraising, while Philips  was 
a former educator with over 30 
years’ experience serving inner-
city and immigrant youth. The 
two women noticed high school 

kids, particularly first-genera-
tion students and children of 
immigrants, struggling with the 
overwhelming process of col-
lege applications. In 2010, they 
formed CollegePath LA to help.

Nearly five years later, Col-
legePath LA’s tight-knit team of 
alumni, administrators, educa-
tors and volunteers is exposing 
students to career options, job 
opportunities and industries 

ranging from engineering to 
entertainment. But as a writer 
and mother, what really got 
my attention was their College 
Counseling Program, which 
helps high school students craft 
strong personal statements.

This is done through one-
on-one coaching sessions that 
not only help kids with their 
writing, but can make the 
difference between a student 

getting accepted… or not. 
A group of nearly 200 adult 
volunteers with a proficiency 
in writing are paired with 
students to provide feedback, 
suggestions and story focus.

Tanya Goodman is a local 
mother and writer who began 
volunteering with CollegePath 
LA last year and was immedi-
ately hooked. 

see MARSHALL page 28
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5515 Franklin Avenue • Los Angeles, CA  90028 • (323) 461-3651 • www.immaculateheart.org

Experience Immaculate Heart

                  •  Academic Playday for Eighth Graders – Saturday, November 22, at 9:00 a.m.
  •  High School Open House – Sunday, December 7, at 1:00 p.m.
  •  Middle School Open House – Sunday, December 14, at 1:00 p.m.

•  Middle School Entrance Exam for 6th, 7th & 8th grades – Saturday,  January 10, 2015 at 8:30 a.m.
     •  High School Entrance Exam for Admission & Merit Scholarships – Saturday, January 24, 2015 at 8:30 a.m.

                       Immaculate Heart High School & Middle School

A Private, Catholic, College Preparatory School for Grades 6 – 12

Educating the 
Hearts & Minds 
of Young Women 

Since 1906

“It’s a gift to hear the sto-
ries these kids have to tell. I 
am consistently amazed by the 
strength, compassion, bravery 
and gumption of these stu-
dents. It’s wonderful to see a 
student ‘wake up’ to the value 
of their own story and become 
more aware of their place in 
the world. It is very rewarding 
to be part of this process.”

Goodman and other vol-
unteers work with each stu-
dent for about an hour.

“Our job is primarily to 
listen,” she said. 

Volunteers listen intently 
to the student’s story, which 
usually starts with just a kernel 
of an idea. 

“It’s our job to gently tease 
that out and help them find the 
deeper story,” Goodman said.  

From there, volunteers 
help by narrowing the focus 
of the student’s idea and then 
with structuring the essay 
with special attention to craft-
ing a strong first paragraph.

“These students usually ar-
rive with everything they need 
to succeed, it’s our job to help 
them recognize the value of 
their ideas and organize their 
thoughts,” Goodman said.

Tricia Bryan, a college 
counselor at Marshall, has 
been instrumental in coor-
dinating the efforts of Col-
legePath LA. As admission 
to colleges becomes more 
competitive, she says the pro-
gram is essential as more and 
more colleges expect more 
polished essays. Another 
goal, Bryan said, is to help 
even the playing field for stu-
dents with families that can-
not afford tutors or expensive 
private professional college 
counselors. 

“The job of preparing 
upwards of 300 students for 
college is gargantuan, which 
is why the volunteer partici-
pation and community sup-
port are crucial,” said Bryan. 
“What’s great about College-
Path LA” she said, “is students 
are getting feedback from 
strangers, so it’s almost as if a 
college rep is reviewing what 
they’ve written. Parents are 
often not involved and some-
times the subject of the essay is 
the parents, so students don’t 
want to consult them.”

So, what about the kids? 
What do they think about 
CollegePath LA? I spoke with 
a handful of alums now work-
ing their way through college. 
Their enthusiasm, respect, and 
appreciation were obvious.

 “I got support and hope. 
There are many students out 
there that stop trying because 
they don’t have the resources. 
This group gave us that privi-
lege,” Gisella Acosta Duarte, a 
junior attending Los Angeles 
Community College (LACC) 
said in an email. 

Marshall graduate, Brenda 

Carolina Martinez Leiva, 21, 
is now a thriving junior at Cal 
State University Los Angeles. 

“I was very lucky to come 
across CollegePath LA. I 
gained a second family that 
will last me a lifetime. [The 
volunteers] became like my 
second mothers,” said Marti-
nez Leiva. “They started as my 
mentors in the program but 
these wonderful angels didn’t 
stop at that. They care about 
me as I do them. 

Gregory Contreras, a ju-
nior at Syracuse University, 
said: “College Path LA pro-
vided me with much-needed 
resources to push forward in 
me the idea that attending col-
lege was a real possibility for 
me. The mentoring, resources 
and connections. . . brought to 
the program have helped me 
immensely get to the point I 
am at today.”

The program doesn’t stop 
at honing the essay.

“CollegePathLA has been 
a backbone for me that pro-
vided important information, 
networking, scholarships for 
college books, and much 
more. CollegePathLA is much 
more than just a mentoring 
and coaching program, it is 
like a big family, and I am 
extremely fortunate to be in-
volved with this organization,” 
said Movses Shaginyan, a cur-
rent LACC student.

I’m not sure what I ex-
pected from modern-day col-
lege students, but I was bowled 
over by these responses. What-
ever CollegePath LA is doing, 
it’s clearly making a difference.

Co-founder Zimmerman 
said she is consistently amazed 
by the students, too. 

“They know they are com-
peting with private school stu-
dents who have access to more 
resources. They know their 
parents do not have life ex-
perience to help them on this 
particular journey. Students 
regularly express how proud 
they will be to be the first in 
their families to go to college 
and understand how their 
lives will be enhanced by the 
experience. They are so thank-
ful for the one-on-one support 
they get,” she said. 

Finally, Susan Philips 
sums it up beautifully.

“It’s all about opening 
doors that seemed closed and 
giving kids the confidence to 
walk through them. It’s about 
making a dream real, wheth-
er it’s college or a career. If 
you have never met someone 
who is an engineer but have 
dreamed all your life about be-
ing an engineer, the dream re-
mains illusive. Once you meet 
someone, find out that they 
are not much different from 
you, that dream turns into 
something real.”

If you’re interested in 
volunteering, check out their 
website at CollegePathLA.org.

MARSHALL from page 27 [IMMACULATE HEART HIGH SCHOOL]

“Pandas” Debate & Walk But Not Necessarily 
Simultaneously 
By IH Sophomores Katherine Hughes and Ashley Conde

Students, along with 
teachers and parents, will 
take to the streets for the 
school’s annual 10K Walk 
Fri., Nov. 7th. As many as 
1,000 participants are ex-

pected to make their way 
through the Los Feliz neigh-
borhood for the annual 
event, which culminates our 
biggest fundraising effort of 

see IHHS page 29
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For the past 16 years, Dr. Kristine Vardanyan has 
been involved in the field of education in various ca-
pacities such as preschool teacher, director, teacher/
director mentor, elementary and middle school 
principal, professor, researcher and child advocate. 
Currently, Dr. Vardanyan is pursuing her lifelong 
passion of working in the field of early childhood 
development by directing French Nursery Preschool. 
French Nursery Preschool provides a nurturing, di-
verse environment where children develop socially, 
emotionally, cognitively and physically at their own 
pace. The daily practices incorporate emergent and 
anti-bias curriculum, which stimulate each child’s 
unique interests, curiosity and sense of discovery. Ul-
timately, the mission is to enhance the development 
of social skills, relationships, respect for others and 
oneself, self-help skills, autonomy, peaceful conflict 
resolution and the empowerment of one’s own ideas 
and feelings and most importantly, instill the love of 
learning. French Nursery Preschool invites you to 
come and see the magic yourself!

“Every student can learn, just not on 
the same day, or the same way.”

- George Evans

Offering Gymnastics, 
Music and Soccer Classes

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, November 15th from 10am - 1pm
RSVP by phone (323) 356-8531

early childhood development...

MOMS CLUB OF
los fELIZ

FOR MORE INFO CHECK US OUT AT

LOSFELIZMOMSCLUB.ORG

MOMS OFFERING MOMS SUPPORT

Rock Steady College Counseling
Kerry Rock

College Counselor
310-505-0755

kerryrocksteady@gmail.com
rocksteadycollegecounseling.com

“It doesn’t have to be crazy!”

LFNC Fails to Support
Latest Hollywood Ford Lot 
Building Requests
By Bruce Haring, Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELIZ—The mixed-use 
project designated for the 
former Hollywood Ford lot 
has failed to draw Los Feliz 
Neighborhood Council sup-
port for its requested changes 
to local building codes. 

The project, called “City 
Lights” is a 216,867-square-foot 
residential and retail complex 
that would be located on a lot 
bordered by Hollywood Boule-
vard, Hillhurst Avenue, Lyman 
Place and Clayton Avenue. 

The building would have 
202 apartments and 14,725 
square feet of commercial 
space, and parking for 397 ve-
hicles. Apartments would rent 
between $2,000-$3,000.

The project is in compli-
ance with zoning laws imple-
mented in the city’s Station 
Area Neighborhood Plan 
(SNAP), which encourages 
development near mass transit 
hubs. There is a subway stop 
within a block of the project at 
Vermont Avenue. 

However, the developer is 
seeking two construction vari-
ances— for “set-back” from the 
street and a height increase and 
wanted LFNC support for such. 

Despite already writing a 
letter of support letter to the 
city’s Zoning Commission for 
the project, the LFNC voted 
earlier this month to table 
sending a second letter to the 
commission supporting these 
variance requests by a narrow 
7-6 margin.

The developers previous-
ly appeared before the LF-
NC’s planning committee, 
where eight local residents at-
tended with questions on the 
project. No additional public 
hearings are scheduled. The 
city’s zoning administrator 
will make a final determina-
tion on the developer’s latest 
requests. 

The project’s developers are 
Chandler Pratt Partners and 
Hollyhill Developers, LLC.  At 
an Oct. 21st LFNC meeting, 
Chris Murray of Rosenheim 
& Associates, walked LFNC 
boardmembers through the 
project latest proposals with a 
Powerpoint presentation.

Developers are seeking 
a five-foot reduction in the 
building’s “step back” from 
Hollywood Boulevard and 
permission for the building 
to exceed height limits for the 
area by 4 ½ feet. 

As a concession for these 
approvals, the developer 
agreed to add 25 additional 
parking spaces to the proj-
ect—with an elevator-like 
“lift” for cars that stacks 
vehicles vertically—to its 
underground parking and 
would bar noisy activities 
after 10 p.m. on both of 
its view decks. It will also 
slightly modify egress from 
the property to Hillhurst Av-
enue with a turnout lane to 
permit easier exiting. 

LFNC Vice President 
Mark F. Mauceri led the 
LFNC opposition. 

“I don’t like playing quid 
pro quo with developers,” he 
said. “I don’t care what SNAP 
says,” regarding its 1.5 parking 
spaces for units with more than 
two bedrooms, “It’s wrong.” 

In an interview, Mauceri 
said the location of the devel-
opment—near already over 
crowded residential streets 
and at a six-point traffic inter-
section—requires more park-
ing than the “one size fits all 
SNAP” calculation. 

“They have room to put 
more parking spaces,” Mau-
ceri said. “Why aren’t they? 
The parking allocations for 
SNAP,” he said, “make no 
sense for this site.”

the year. 
Along with their studies, 

IH students are immersed in 
a variety of extra-curricular 
activities, including com-
munity service. Recently 
the school hosted a success-
ful Community Service Fair, 
which provided students an 
opportunity to explore how 
they can help different agen-

cies serve the Los Angeles 
area. Members of the Cam-
pus Ministry Leadership 
Team also recently organized 
a group of 80 students, who 
marched under Immaculate 
Heart banners, at this year’s 
AIDS Walk Los Angeles. 

Meanwhile, four mem-
bers of the Speech and De-
bate Team attended the Yale 
Invitational in one-on-one 

Lincoln-Douglas (LD) argu-
ment the National Circuit. 
Sophomore Cameron Hen-
drickson made the top eight 
in the quarter-Finals and her 
sister, sophomore McKenna 
Hendrickson, advanced to 
the Double Octofinals to 
make the top 32. In Varsity 
LD, junior Louisa Melcher 
made the top 32 in 8 rounds 
of debate. 

IHHS from page 28
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districts. Similarly, Beeber 
has also spoken about adding 
more council districts for the 
city, to better engage locally.

“Parents, students, teach-
ers would all have more of a 
voice,” he said.

Finally, candidate Tara 
Bannister said fostering hap-
py, healthy productive stu-
dents ready for employment 
after high school should be 
the number one priority of the 
LAUSD. Kids should come 
first, she said, parents, second.

Like other candidates 
she believes school campuses 
could be used after hours to 
provide services, but unlike 
others, she indicated their use 
for such things like health ex-

ams for the surrounding com-
munity. 

“I love the idea of schools 
being the center of the neigh-
borhood and providing more 
services…feeding seniors…
hosting meetings,” she said. 
“Schools should be the center of 
the universe in a community.” 

In some smaller towns, 
Bannister said, school gyms 
are even open to the commu-
nity for membership, so every-
one has the opportunity to ex-
ercise. While there are implicit 
security issues with this, she 
said, those could be addressed 
to make Los Angeles’s schools 
the focal point of their neigh-
borhoods. 

This story was edited by 
Allison B. Cohen.

CD4 from page 26

sibility that he has vested in-
terests in particular outcomes 
on these issues—currently chief 
among our local concerns—is a 
“conspiracy theory.” He said he 
would concur with whatever the 
wishes of local councilmembers 
in any given district, and the 

commissioners on any board.  
Not one person questioned 

who these commissioners are, 
who appoints them, who keeps 
them in their positions; nor 
raised concerns about coun-
cilmembers, who for whatever 
reason, may not represent their 
constituents’ wishes. Nor were 
any facts presented regarding 

the discrepancies between the 
Nederlander and Live Na-
tion proposals to manage the 
Greek Theater or about our 
history with Nederlander.  

Indeed, the Mayor never 
so much as acknowledged that 
he has to sign off on any deci-
sions, and presented as though 

he has no interest in nor right 
to question any decision re-
quiring his signature.

One questioner asked 
would the Mayor please put 
in writing that funds allocated 
for school building improve-
ments—evidently being held 
and not released—be released 
now.  Garcetti’s response was 

a chuckle as he said he would 
not write a letter, but he would 
make a phone call to release 
the funds. There was great 
applause, but nary a question 
about why the money has been 
withheld and by whom.  

Likewise regarding the 
LADWP—which he indicat-

ed he is aware of its reluctance 
that we utilize more solar—
just what about it can he done 
or is he willing to do? No one 
inquired.

To have questioned the 
Mayor more rigorously would 
not have to be contentious 
nor disrespectful. I think our 
community lost a valuable op-
portunity to make ourselves 
heard and to hold our Mayor 
accountable.  

There was a standing ova-
tion at the end of the questions, 
and an opportunity for photos 

with the Mayor. I know our 
time could have been better 
spent and when the Los Feliz 
Kenmore house is demolished, 
the Target completed and per-
haps Live Nation managing 
the Greek, we have no right to 
complain.  

Melinda Peters
Los Feliz

MAYOR from page 14

Not one person questioned who these commissioners are, 
who appoints them, who keeps them in their positions; 

nor raised concerns about councilmembers, who for whatever 
reason, may not represent their constituents’ wishes. 
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556 North Windsor Boulevard      Larchmont      $980,250   
With close proximity to Larchmont Village & Paramount 
Studios, this single story 4 bedroom 2 bath 1923 Spanish 
charmer offers a spacious living room with a fireplace. Formal 
dining room with built-in buffet and a newly renovated 
kitchen. Master suite with private bath leads out to the deck 
and flat backyard. Hardwood floors. Central air and heat. 
Approx 2004 sq ft & 5594 lot. Detached 2 car garage.

2459 Hidalgo Avenue        Silver Lake Hills     $1,300,000
Silver Lake Hills Fourplex with views on a lovely cul-de-sac in a 
great residential neighborhood next to a home that just sold 
for close to $2,00,000. Excellent owner user or investment 
opportunity. 3+2, 2 story townhouse style unit (will be vacant 
at the close) + 3 large 1+1 units w/lots of upside potential + a 
non-permitted studio. 4 covered parking. Approx 3968 sq ft + 
studio. Close to many Silver Lake hot spots and downtown.

2778 Lakewood Avenue        Silver Lake           $1,225,000 
Wonderful 1950’s 3+2.5 Traditional home plus two studio 
apartments with kitchenette & bath. Main house with spacious 
living room with fireplace and a den. Formal dining rm. Eat-in 
kitchen. Master suite on separate level with great updated 
bath. Large walk-in closet plus alcove for home office and a 
deck. 2 car garage. Large patio. A great home for someone 
needing home offices or guest quarters. Ivanhoe Elementary.

3784 Valleybrink Road            Atwater             Call for Price
This 4 + 3 home was renovated and expanded by the current 
owner 10 years ago. Living room, family room, dining room 
w/marble flooring. Kitchen with newer cabinets & marble tops. 
2 bedrooms are located on the main level with 2 bdrms & 1 
bath upstairs with balcony. Great pool, hot tub & covered 
patio. Garage is being used as bonus rm w/ kitchenette. Copper 
plumbing. New AC & Heat. Approx. 2100 sq ft + bonus room.

3860 Valleybrink Road               Atwater               $1,123,000 
Character Fourplex in prime Atwater location surrounded by 
greenery. Two separate buildings located on a large corner lot. 
Spacious apartments with great old world details including 
original hardwood floors, original windows and crown molding. 
Low rents with lots of upside potential. 2-2+1 units and 2-1+1 
units. 4 covered garages plus a large storage space. Approx 
4,420 square ft building built in 1939. Represented the buyers.

1928 Myra Avenue             Los Feliz                       $679,000 
Located on a wonderful street, his 1939 built Traditional home 
is ready for it’s facelift to uncover all the beauty and charm that 
once was here! Courtyard entry with large LR, views and a 
fireplace. Nice dining room. Kitchen with breakfast area. 2 
bedrooms, 1.5 baths plus a family room. Hardwood floors. 
Garage w/direct access. Approx 1455 sq ft & 4999 lot. Probate 
sale. Court confirmation required. 1st overbid is $751,250.

1929 Monon Street               Los Feliz               $1,095,000 
Newly restored 1960’s 3+3.5 2-story home located on a lovely 
cul-de-sac. Eat-in kitchen with new cabinets and appliances 
opens to family room with fireplace. Spacious LR. Master has 
private bath with huge shower and double sinks. Third 
bedroom downstairs plus home office and 3/4 bath. Newly 
refinished blonde hardwood floors. 2 car garage with direct 
access. Central AC & heat. Franklin school district.  Gorgeous!

2391 Teviot Street              Silver Lake                  $905,000 
Great opportunity in this Silver Lake Duplex. Large front unit 
feels like a home with 3 bdrms, home office & 2 baths. Large LR 
with a fireplace, dining room, kitchen with breakfast area and 
some views too. Hardwood floors. 2nd unit is separate 
structure with 1 bd/1bath up & studio apartment down. Large 
patio & areas for gardening. Garage. Needs work but with lots 
of potential. Probate sale, but no court confirmation required.

1684 Rotary Drive          Silver Lake Hills        $1,480,000
Stunning & newly renovated 4+3.5 contemporary with high 
ceilings & show stopping views of downtown! Fabulous kitchen 
w/European appliances & unique redwood tree breakfast bar. 
It opens to the family room that leads out to a fabulous view 
deck. Large master suite with spa like bath. Living room and 
family room each w/a fireplace. Apprx 3470 sq ft. Remodeled 
by HGTV’s Matthew Finlason. Represented the buyers.

In Escrow
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Just Listed Coming Soon

George & Eileen Moreno Realtors - a trusted name in 
Real Estate with almost 1,000 properties sold!
We look forward to hearing from you if we can assist 
you with buying or selling your property.


