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Schools Now
Increasing 
Safety Two Years 
Post Sandy Hook 
By Ameera Butt
Ledger Contributing Writer

ATWATER VILLAGE—The 
school entrance for Glenfeliz 
Elementary School will be 
revamped for safer security, 
according to Los Angeles 
Unified School District offi-
cials. The change is needed, 
officials say, in response to 
shootings at other schools 
across the nation. 

Currently, the school’s 
main entrance provides access 
to the main office, the play-
ground area and to its kinder-
garten classrooms, according 
to Principal Karen Sulahian. 
The reconfigured gate will 
tunnel visitors into the main 
office only, she said. 

According to Sulahian, 
no shootings or threats have 
occurred at the school, but 

see SHOOTINGS page 4

see CD4 page 13

see CITIBANK page 7

LFNC Rejects 
Citibank 
Relocation Plan
By Allison B. Cohen

LOS FELIZ—As people in-
creasing turn to online and 
mobile banking, Citibank, on 
Hillhurst Avenue, announced 
its intent to downsize from its 
current location at the corner 
of Finley Avenue two blocks 
south to the Celebrity Clean-
ers lot and the now-shuttered 
Liquor Mart.

Doing so, however, would 
require the demolition of 
two adjacent Russell Avenue 
craftsman homes to create a 
parking lot, plus the removal 
or renovation of the existing 
commercial structures.

The bank’s surprise an-
nouncement came at the Nov. 
18th Los Feliz Neighborhood 
Council (LFNC) meeting 
when a firm representing Ci-
tibank hand-delivered a letter 
of intent to lease the new loca-
tion from owner Gohar Afifi, 

[STuDY uP]

CD4 Candidate Steve Veres Says “Pull the Band-Aid” 
Now To Shock the City Out of its Business Tax Need
By Ryan White, Colin Stutz and Bruce Haring
Ledger Contributing Writers

If you’re a small business 
owner, you’ve surely experi-
enced the red tape and bureau-
cracy just hanging your shin-
gle requires in Los Angeles. 

This month, we talk to 
current Los Angeles City 
Council District 4 candidates 
on their thoughts, if elected, 
on trying to make the city 
more business-friendly. 

One issue that came up 
repeatedly in our interviews 
was the notion of abolishing 
the city’s heavy business tax 
on gross receipts despite the 
city’s dependency on it for self-
funding.

Candidate Sheila Irani’s 
small-business agenda doesn’t 

call for abolishing the gross 
receipts tax. “It brings a lot of 
money to the city,” Irani said. 
“I don’t see how we can afford 
to.  I wish we could.

Instead, Irani said she 
supports reducing the tax. 

“The top tier has to be re-
duced, that’s number one,” she 

Los Angeles City Council Candidate (District 4) Steve Veres with wife Cynthia and 
daughters Isabella, 13, Sofia Ester, 3 and Anais, 1. 

DOWNTOWN—Winter is back in Los Angeles now that the Holiday Ice Rink at Pershing Square (532 So. Olive St.) is 
open through Jan. 19th. General admission, $9. Figure and hockey skate rentals, $3. A portion of the proceeds will 
benefit the Los Angeles Dept. of Recreation and Parks. Tickets, hours and more information: holidayicerinkdown-
townla.com or (213) 624-4289. Photo: Juan Carlos Chan.

With a network comprised of approximately 6,500 miles of streets 
and 800 miles of alleys—Los Angeles has the largest municipal 
street system in the nation and many local streets are giving drivers 
a bumpy ride. The map above illustrates the preponderance of “poor 
to failed” streets in our local area (designated in red), according to 
data from the city. Read the story at losfelizledger.com

Locals Seeing Red Over Street Potholes
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[LETTER FROm THE PuBLISHER]

I know our Los Angeles City 
Council (District 4) stories are 
long, and some readers are dis-
appointed when their favorite 
columns, like those from local 
students, are only online. But 
I think the “Study Up” in-
stallments regarding the can-
didates’ take on various issues 
are quite revealing. 

I’ve met with each can-
didate for an informal coffee 

meeting in October and can 
attest each has passion for seek-
ing public service. (Some could, 
however, consider taking an 
hour or so off each night to 
relax with a good book—they 
know who they are!) We are 
fortunate to have such a strong 
group of candidates from which 
to choose next March. 

In other news, I am 
launching a sister publication 

in the Larchmont/Hancock 
Park area. We are planning for 
a January 2015 first edition and 
are thrilled to be expanding. 
We are also currently offering 
a really good deal—I mean a 
really, really good deal—on ad-
vertising for the new Larchmont 
Ledger, so if you want to hear 
more call our advertising sales 
manager Libby Butler-Gluck at 
(213) 925-9690.
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Atwater “Boiling” Over Hyperion Bridge Options
Community divided between cars or bicyclists and pedestrians
By Ameera Butt and Allison B. Cohen

ATWATER VILLAGE – The At-
water Village Neighborhood 
Council (AVNC) voted 13-4 
in November—the major-
ity against some community 
wishes—to support a design 
that provides the most vehicu-
lar traffic lanes for the renova-
tion of the -Hyperion Bridge, 
while the city meanwhile con-
tinues to study even more op-
tions than the three that have 
already been proposed. 

The bridge, that connects 
Atwater Village with Los Fe-
liz, is required to be seismically 
refitted for earthquake safety. 
During that work, an additional 

face-lift—to improve pedestrian 
and bicycle access—will also be 
done. The cost for the overall 
project is $50 million.  

“[‘Option One’] would 
be in the best interest of At-
water Village,” said AVNC 
boardmember Sergio Lam-
barri, because it maintains 
the bridge’s current four 
lanes for car traffic. 

However, some in the 
Atwater community want a 
different option, known as 
“Option Three,” which would 
have three lanes for traffic in 
and out of Atwater as well as 
sidewalks and bicycle lanes on 
both sides of the bridge.

South Atwater resident 
Patrick Cleary said he, along 
with other residents, recently 
canvased the neighborhood and 
obtained at least 650 signatures 
in support of “Option Three.” 

“The debate within our 
community is boiling,” he 
said at the AVNC’s Novem-
ber meeting, “and I’d say that 
sentiment is on the ‘Option 
Three’ side.”

In light of a public outcry 
over the initial plan for the 
bridge last year, that offered 
no options for bicycle lanes, 
Los Angeles City Council-
member Mitch O’Farrell cre-
ated an advisory committee. 
By August, the committee, 
composed of representatives 
from Atwater Village, Silver 
Lake and the Los Feliz neigh-
borhoods, could not reach a 

consensus on what option they 
collectively preferred. 

Of the three options that 
have, thus far, been under 
consideration, they can be 
summarized as follows: “Op-
tion One” is more car friendly; 
“Option Two” is more bicycle 
friendly and “Option Three” is 
equally more pedestrian and 
bicycle friendly. 

Currently, Los Angeles 
City Councilmembers Tom 
LaBonge and Mitch O’Farrell, 
who represent council dis-
tricts 4 and 13, respectively, 
are reviewing the current op-
tions while taking community 
input. O’Farrell oversees the 
local areas of Silver Lake, At-
water Village, East Hollywood 
while LaBonge, in part, over-
sees Los Feliz and Hollywood. 

In an interview, LaBonge 
said he also favors the option 

with four car lanes, in order 
to ensure traffic between Los 
Feliz and Atwater Village con-
tinues to run smoothly.

Ultimately, the project 
will go to the city’s Board of 
Public Works for a recom-

mendation that will then be 
forwarded to the Los Angeles 
City Council for a vote. 

According to city officials, 
once approved, the project 
will move into the final design 
phase, which must be com-
pleted by Sept. 30th, 2017, in 
order for the city to retain fed-
eral funds for the project. At 
least one previous deadline for 
federal funding has come and 

gone, but the city asked and 
received an extension.

If the Sept. 2017 deadline 
is met, construction would be-
gin in 2018, officials said.

The AVNC’s recom-
mendation to maintain the 
bridge’s four lanes of traffic 
will be forwarded to the Los 
Angeles City Council as an 
official “community impact 
statement.” 

Of the three options that have, thus far, been under 
consideration, they can be summarized as follows: 

“Option One” is more car friendly; “Option Two” is more 
bicycle friendly and “Option Three” is equally more 

pedestrian and bicycle friendly. 
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LFNC Announces “CD4 Candidate Caucus”
For February 2015
LOS FELIZ—Following its 
2011 standing-room-only Los 
Angeles City Council District 
4 Candidate Forum that ulti-
mately saw Tom LaBonge re-
elected, the Los Feliz Neigh-

borhood Council (LFNC) will 
hold a “Candidate Caucus,” in 
February 2015 at John Mar-
shall High School.

LFNC President, Linda 
Demmers, directed coun-

cilmembers who have previ-
ously endorsed or donated 
to any of current slate of 18 
candidates vying for termed-
out LaBonge’s seat, to not 
participate in planning of 
the Caucus. The election is 
March 3rd.

“As a city entity, we need 
to remain completely objective 
and non-partisan,” she said.

Two candidates, Teddy 

Davis and Tomas O’Grady, 
are both from Los Feliz.

“It’s going to be a big 
night,” said Mark F. Mauc-
eri, the LFNC’s V.P. of Ad-
ministration.  “But no one 
gets a ‘home field’ advantage. 
Not even boardmembers will 
know the final questions we 
are asking.”

According to Mauceri, 
the candidates will be asked to 
speak knowledgeably on issues 
the LFNC has dealt with first 
hand.

“Canned answers won’t 
cut it.  This will be any candi-
date’s best chance to connect 
eye to eye with Los Feliz vot-
ers,” he said.

Long-standing LFNC 
board member, Christina 
Amirian-Khanjian, said, 
“Since being elected it’s amaz-
ing how many people want my 
opinion on city candidates.  I 
think it’s because we know 
first hand what about what 
works in the city and what 
doesn’t.”due to recent multiple school 

shootings across the United 
States, these precautionary 
measures are needed.

“We realized that times 
have changed,” she said, and 
that schools and playgrounds 
used to be open for public ac-
cess. But now, she said, “It’s not 
the best practice to do that.”

On LAUSD school cam-
puses, there has only been one 
recent accidental shooting at 
Gardena High School in 2011, 
according to the Los Ange-
les School Police Dept. There 
have been none since. 

But since the Dec. 14, 
2012 Sandy Hook Elementary 
School shooting in Newtown, 
CT, there have been 91 inci-
dences of shootings at schools, 
including at Santa Monica 
City College in June, 2013. Of 
the 91 shootings, 43 have been 
at colleges or universities. The 
remaining 48 shootings have 
happened on kindergarten 
through 12th grade campuses.

After the October school 

shooting at a high school in 
Washington state, where a teen-
ager with a gun shot four of his 
classmates and then himself, 
there have been no local con-
cerns raised by parents, accord-
ing to principal Sulahian. 

But Sulahian said she is 
“acutely aware” of every shoot-
ing that takes place. 

Part of the LAUSD’s pro-
cedures in active shooter situ-
ations are “lock down” scenar-
ios, or having students remain 
in a classroom or designated 
location, according to Steven 
Zipperman, Chief of Police for 
the Los Angeles School Police 
Dept. 

According to Zipperman, 
“lock downs” additionally oc-
cur if there is an intruder on 
campus or if police activity is 
near a campus. 

However, after Sandy 
Hook, that claimed 26 stu-
dents and staff, the LAUSD 
now allows principals and 

teachers to quickly move stu-
dents off campus, if needed, to 
save as many lives as possible 
during an active shooter sce-
nario, Zipperman said. 

“It could be a church [or] 
wherever they may need to seek 
shelter and [be] away from the 
threat,” Zipperman said.

LAUSD Boardmember for 
District 5 Bennett Kayser said 
LAUSD students have also re-
cently been trained to report 
fellow students with guns to 
school staff. But sadly, he said, 
today’s students seem all too fa-
miliar with gun violence. 

“So many of our kids have 
experienced gun violence and 
trauma [in their homes], and 
LAUSD is truly a respite,” he 
said.

Meanwhile in nearby 
Echo Park, Emilio Garza, 
Principal of Elysian Heights 
Elementary School, said the 
school is discussing with 
LAUSD officials the addition 
of a buzzer and metal detector 
at the front of the school as a 
safety precaution. The buzzer 

would allow administrators 
to keep the front doors locked 
and allow them to buzz visi-
tors inside. According to Gar-
za, the front entrance to the 
school is currently not locked 
during school hours. 

Zipperman, with the 
school police department, said 
every time a shooting hap-
pens elsewhere everyone thinks 
“OK, I guess we have some 
breathing room for a while…
But, we don’t know that,” he 
said. “These things remind ev-
erybody, first of all, there is [no-
where] 100% safe, no matter 
what plans you have in place.”

The cost of the improved 
security at Glenfeliz Elemen-
tary will be about $12,000 
and will be completed by June 
2015. According to principal 
Sulahian, the delay is due to 
other projects that have been 
prioritized first by LAUSD.  

Allison B. Cohen contrib-
uted to this story.

SHOOTINGS from page 1

Since the Dec. 14, 2012 Sandy Hook 
Elementary School shooting in Newtown, CT, 
there have been 91 incidences of shootings at 

schools. Forty-three have been on college 
campuses, including one Nov. 20th, and 

48 have been at K-12th grade schools. 
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melba Culpepper Joins 
Rec and Park Commissioners
By Bruce Haring, Ledger Contributing Writer

Melba Culpepper is the 
newest member of the Los 
Angeles Recreation and Parks 
Dept. Board of Commission-
ers and was sworn in Oct. 
28th after receiving Los Ange-
les City Council approval. 

Culpepper replaces Kafi 
Blumenfield who left the post 
last summer to pursue other 
opportunities. 

Culpepper will likely play 
a key role in the commis-
sioner’s upcoming final vote 
on the controversial Greek 
Theatre management decision. 
Garcetti’s delay in filling Blu-
menfield’s seat, along with the 
recusal of commissioner Misty 
Sanford—due to a conflict of 
interest— left the normally 
five-member board stalled ear-
lier this fall regarding recom-
mending the city enter into 
contract negotiations with 
Live Nation, over incumbent 
Nederlander. 

After two lengthy standing 
room only public hearings, the 
commissioners, whom had pre-
viously split 2-1 in favor of Live 
Nation, eventually voted again, 
Oct. 23rd, 3-0 for Live Na-
tion. With a shortened board, 
a unanimous vote was required.

Culpepper is a veteran 
non-profit worker. In Janu-
ary 2007, she was appointed 
the executive director for the 
Boys and Girls Club of Hol-
lywood, serving 1,400 stu-
dents each year. Culpepper 
currently oversees the daily 

operations of the organization, 
spearheads fundraising and re-
source development, and acts 
as a liaison for the non-profit 
to local government and com-
munity agencies. Additionally, 
she manages the Hollywood 
Boys and Girls Club $1.2 mil-
lion annual budget while si-
multaneously implementing 
strategic initiatives, including 
a $6 million facilities expan-
sion project to be completed in 
the fall of 2015.

She was named the 2013 
U.S. House of Representatives 
28th Congressional District 
Woman of the Year and the 
City of Los Angeles 2008 Pio-
neer Woman of the Year.

Prior to joining the Boys 
and Girls Club of Hollywood, 
Culpepper was a director for 
Stanford Home for Children 
in Sacramento, where she 
managed an annual budget of 
$1.4 million and was responsi-
ble for the development of new 
programs for the organization 
that serves children with men-
tal illnesses. Previously, she 
was the associate executive di-
rector of the Central YMCA 
of San Francisco where she 
managed programming for 
3,500 members and a budget 
of $3 million.

Culpepper received a B.A. 
in Psychology from California 
State University, San Fran-
cisco. No other personal in-
formation for Culpepper was 
available. 

Advertise in the Los Feliz Ledger (323) 644-5536

[ASSEmBLYmEmBER GATTO]

Holidays: A Time to 
Celebrate Diversity
By California Assemblymember mike Gatto 

For many 
Americans the holiday sea-
son begins each year with 
Thanksgiving, a day in which 
European settlers gave thanks 
to their native neighbors for 
helping them to survive in the 
new world.   In this regard, 
Thanksgiving was truly the 
first holiday in America to 
celebrate diversity within our 
community. I believe this is a 

tradition that should be con-
tinued today and that in many 
ways, the holiday season itself 
is about uniting as human be-
ings to celebrate the great di-
versity within our community.

Here in Southern 
California, the holiday season 
means many things to many 
different people. Whether our 
celebrations are inspired by 

see GATTO page 30
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who owns both of the affected 
properties. The letter indicated 
the anticipated opening date 
of the relocated bank branch 
as June, 2015.

At a previous LFNC com-
mittee meeting, Nov. 5th, 
members of the public—

amidst rumors that Afifi 
wanted the LFNC’s blessing 
for a residential-to-commer-
cial zoning change to clear the 
way for a new 14-space park-
ing lot— voiced concern that 
new parking adjacent to the 
existing commercial lot could 
easily become a fast-food 
chain or mini-mall.

Citibank’s announcement 
appeared intended to quell 
resident’s fears. But the LFNC 
refuted Afifi representative’s 
previous claims the sole pur-
pose of demolishing the two 

Russell Avenue homes was to 
create additional public park-
ing to ease congestion around 
Hillhurst Avenue businesses.

Over 25 members of the 
public spoke against the zon-
ing change at the Nov. 18th 
hearing. 

The contradictory state-
ments didn’t sit well with the 
LFNC’s Governing Board 
who voted to deny the zoning 
change. 

The Citibank building, 
at 1965 Hillhurst Ave., is 
owned by the St. Mary of the 
Angeles Church and is the 
location of a 2nd floor “com-
munity room” used for regu-
lar meetings by the LFNC 
and the Los Feliz Improve-
ment Association.  Creation 
of the community room was 
a condition the building’s 
construction.

CITIBANK from page 1

BID Election Candidate
Deadline is December 8th
By Bruce Haring, Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELIZ—Business owners 
wanting to run for a seat on 
the Los Feliz Village Business 
Improvement District (LFV-
BID) Board of Directors can 
file their candidacy online at 
losfeliz.biz/elections by Dec. 
6th, according to LFVBID 
President Chris Serrano.

Ballots will be mailed the 

week of Dec. 8th to the ap-
proximate 300 members of 
the LFVBID, according to 
Serrano. 

Due to a lack of infor-
mation from Serrano and 
from the LFVBID’s website, 
it is unclear how many of the 
board’s current 14 seats are up 
for election. 

Three candidates have 
filed for election as of mid-
November, according to Ser-
rano. Current board members, 

whose terms have expired, 
have thus far not indicated if 
they will seek reelection. 

The local business im-
provement district is one 
of about 30 in Los Angeles 
tasked with improving the 
business environment for its 
specific neighborhood. Local 
business owners are automatic 

members of the LFVBID and 
pay yearly taxes to support it. 

The LFVBID operates on 
approximately $80,000 annu-
ally and directs its funding for 
such things as neighborhood 
beautification, graffiti removal 
and promoting the neighbor-
hood.

Serrano did not respond 
to requests of when the ballots 
need to be returned or when 
election results would be an-
nounced. 

The local business improvement district 

is one of about 30 in Los Angeles tasked 

with improving the business environment 

for its specific neighborhood. 

Local business owners are automatic 

members of the LFVBID and pay yearly 

taxes to support it. 

LFNC Wants “City Lights” Project Stalled For 
Further Review
By Allison B. Cohen 

LOS FELIZ—The Los Fe-
liz Neighborhood Council 
(LFNC) continues to hold 
out blessing the “City Lights” 
complex planned at the former 
Hollywood Ford lot on Holly-
wood Boulevard and Hillhurst 
Avenue.  

At its November 18th 
meeting, the LFNC ap-
proved a request the city stall 
decisions or approving proj-
ect variances, until the board 
could further review devel-
oper’s plans.

According to LFNC Vice 
President, Administration, 
Mark F. Mauceri, there are 
concerns regarding size, ad-
equate parking and vehicular 
entry and egress at the already 
congested six-point intersec-
tion were Hollywood and 
Sunset boulevards and Hill-
hurst Avenue converge.

The LFNC previously 
voted in October, 7-6, to table 
support for the project until 
further evaluation.

“We want the city to 
know we intend on weighing 
in on behalf of our stakehold-
ers,” said Mauceri. “The last 
project of this size had to be 

the Los Feliz Towers.”
Community opposition to 

the proposal has recently sur-
faced through online petitions 
and a website, losfelizneigh-
borhood.org. 

Developer Chandler Pratt 
Partners and Hollyhill De-
velopers, LLC, is requesting 
three variances for the proj-
ect: combining two land par-
cels and removing the exist-
ing alleyway between them; a 
33.3% reduction in a required 
street “set-back” and a height 
increase over code.

The project is 
216,867-square-feet residen-
tial and commercial struc-
ture bordered by Hollywood 
Boulevard, Hillhurst Avenue, 
Lyman Place and Clayton Av-
enue.

The plan calls for 202 resi-
dential units, 14,725 square 
feet of commercial space and 
a total of 397 parking spaces 
for both. 

The project is eligible for 
relaxed parking requirements 
under the city’s Station Area 
Neighborhood Plan (SNAP) 
that encourages development 
near mass transit. A metro 

station is in walking distance 
from the site. 

As a concession for the 
variances, the developer has 
agreed to add 25 additional 
parking spaces—with eleva-
tor-like “lifts” that stack cars 
vertically—above SNAP’s 
minimum requirements but 
still under the maximum al-
lowed by the city’s building 
code. Additionally, noisy ac-
tivities would be barred after 
10 p.m. on both of the proj-
ect’s rooftop decks. 

At the LFNC’s November 
meeting, a constituent pointed 
out the project’s current plan 
is taller than the Target con-
struction at Sunset Boulevard 
and Western Avenue. A judge 
ruled that project exceeds the 
city’s height building code and 
ordered construction stopped 
until a final ruling from the 
courts.

LFNC members had pre-
viously expressed concern that 
providing the minimum 1.5 
parking spaces for 202 resi-
dential units may be allowable 
under SNAP guidelines, but is 
not adequate for the project’s 
size and location.

Advertise in the

Los Feliz Ledger
(323) 644-5536
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St. Vincent de Paul’s 
54,000 square-foot thrift store 
offers clothing, shoes, furniture, 

housewares and appliances.

25% Off* with this Ad

Electrical

www.lopezautomotive.com

Oil Change Service

Tune-Up's

Brakes

Air Condition

Alignments

Tires

Luis Lopez Automotive
2751 Fletcher Drive

Los Angeles, CA 90039

Need car care ?

We Can Help

[BuY LOCAL]

New Eateries in Time 
for the Holidays
By Kathy A. mcDonald, Ledger Columnist

This year has seen several 
well-known restaurant groups 
open new eateries in the area. 
Michael Mina brought the 
high-end Bourbon Steak to 
the Americana in Glendale; 
George Abou-Daoud (of The 
Bowery in Hollywood) opened 
Bowery Bungalow in Sunset 
Junction in late October and 
Barbrix’s Claudio Biotta and 
Adria Tennor—along with ex-
ecutive chef Don Dickman—
launched All’Acqua in the 
former Acapulco restaurant in 
Atwater Village.

The All’Acqua Restau-
rant build out –on a highly 
visible corner next to the 
Sunday Farmers Market and 
Wells Fargo on Glendale Bou-
levard—has been a year in 
the making. Now there will 
be Italian specialties at the 
completely redone Acapulco 
space—an adobe wall is all 
that remains. 

Inside there’s a wood 
burning pizza oven—import-
ed from Naples—and a grill 
for grilling fish, meats and veg-
etables. While not a regional 
Italian restaurant according to 
owner Claudio Biotta, diners 
can expect the pizza crust to 
be Southern Italian style. 

A dedicated chilled beer 
keg room was installed direct-
ly behind the bar so both the 
tap lines to the 10 craft beers 
and kegs are at the proper tem-
perature. There is also a selec-
tion of Italian and California 
wines as well as cocktails. The 
restaurant will be open for 
lunch, dinner and weekend 
brunch. 3280 Glendale Blvd., 
(323) 663-3280. allacquares-
taurant.com

The newly opened Bow-

ery Bungalow is on Santa 
Monica Boulevard just south 
of Sunset Boulevard in the 
former Sompun Thai cottage 
known for its charming back 
patio. 

Sompun Thai’s owners re-
tired after 40 years and restau-
rateur George Abou-Daoud 
(of The Bowery and Delancey 
in Hollywood and six other 
restaurants) renovated the 
Craftsman structure adding a 
bar, booths and a small herb 
garden. 

He’s crafted a modern 
Middle Eastern menu inspired 
by his upbringing and Leba-
nese-Egyptian heritage. Dish-
es including a non-traditional 
take on dolmas, as the grape 
leaves are stuffed with chick-
pea merguez, while the baby 
back ribs are dry-rubbed with 
Turkish coffee and topped 
with grape molasses. Vegetari-
ans should also find enough to 
satisfy here. And Abou-Daoud 
promises Sunday brunches 
“will be epic.” 4156 Santa 
Monica Blvd., (323) 663-
1500. bowerybungalow.wix.
com/bowery-bungalow-site

Chef and restaurateur Mi-
chael Mina’s Bourbon Steak 
at the Americana is a stylish 
newcomer to Brand Boule-
vard. Opened last March, the 
restaurant is a high-end steak-
house that brings Las Vegas-
style service, well-crafted 
whiskey cocktails and a lively 
lounge to the busy thorough-
fare. At 182-seats, it’s Vegas-
sized too but the eatery is di-
vided into several comfortable 
spaces: a private dining room 
(booking fast for holiday par-
ties), a white tablecloth dining 
room lined with comfy booths 

and both an indoor and out-
door lounge. 

While the lobster pot pie 
might be something to dream 
about, more reasonably priced 

dishes can be found on the 
Monday through Friday (4 
p.m. to 6 p.m.) happy hour 
menu where specialty craft 
cocktails are only $7. 

237 S. Brand Blvd., Glen-
dale, (818) 839-4130.

michaelmina.net/restau-
rants/southern-california/bour-
bon-steak-los-angeles/

Bourbon Steak at the Americana  Photo: Ryan Tanaka
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[REAL ESTATE] 

All I Want for Christmas Is A New House
By Bruce Haring, Ledger Real Estate Reporter

It’s the end of the year. 
Parties, holidays, relatives, 
shopping, vacations, and a 
mass exodus to other locations 
are consuming a lot of our col-
lective focus.

Yet there are those still 
looking to buy or sell homes 
in the residential real estate 
market. Some want to close on 
a new home before the end of 
the year for tax purposes. Oth-
ers perceive a slower market 
during the holidays is a great 
way to avoid the competition. 
Realtors call these intrepid 
searchers “serious buyers,” 
committed to the arduous 
process of getting into or out 
of a home running tandem 
with holiday celebrations. 

But with the holidays 
come certain residential con-
ditions that you won’t see at 
other times of the year. These 
include extravagantly deco-

rated homes, public religious 
displays, and other seasonal 
affectations that can alter per-
ceptions of a property. 

Realtors generally feel that 
it’s OK to decorate to reflect 
the season, as long as it’s done 
in moderation. 

“Anything that makes the 
house more warm and invit-
ing is good,” said Tim Meinel-
schmidt of Icon Properties in 
Larchmont. “Decorate it like it’s 
going to be in a Lexus car com-
mercial—tasteful upscale, [but] 
not like it’s a carnival ride.”

Michael Orland of Carter/
Orland Estates in Los Feliz said 

the multiple listings services 
shouldn’t have a photo of your 
home that reflects holiday deco-
rations, as it dates the house if it 
doesn’t immediately sell.

“Nothing looks more 
stale than a house for sale in 
January or February that has 

holiday photos for the MLS 
shots,” he said.

Surprisingly, realtors are 
willing to show houses on 
Christmas and New Year’s Eve, 
and have done so in the past. 

“A buyer looking for a 
home lets very little get in 
their way,” said Orland. 

But would a realtor show 

a home, say, on Christmas 
morning? 

“Only if I wanted coal 
in my stocking the following 
year,” said Meinelschmidt. 

LOCAL SALES ACTIVITY 
DQ News reports that the 

general residential sales slow-
down for Southern California 
that began in the late summer 
continued in October. Results 

were mixed for the local resi-
dential market, percentage-
wise, although a decent num-
ber of transactions occurred. 

In the Los Feliz 90027 zip 
code, 12 single family homes 
sold for a median price of 
$1.050 million, down 35.3% 
year-over-year and reflecting 

a per-square-foot sales price of 
$585. Four condos sold for a 
median of $498,000, up 4.8% 
year-over-year. 

Echo Park’s 90026 zip 
code saw 20 single-family 
homes sold for a median price 
of $741,000, up a microscopic 
0.8% increase year-over-year 
at a per-square-foot price of 
$684. Two condos sold for a 
$478,000 median price.

In the Silver Lake 90039 
zip code, 18 single-family 
homes sold for a median price 
of $852,000, a 19.9% increase 
year-over-year at an average 
square foot price of $563. 
There was one condo sold for 
$460,000, a 2.7% year-over-
year decrease. 

In Hollywood’s 90068 zip, 
20 single-family homes sold for 
a median price of $1.29 mil-
lion, a 12.2% increase year-
over-year that represented a 
sales price of $630 per square 
foot. Nine condos sold for a 
median price of $412,000, up 
0.5% year-over-year.    

Surprisingly, realtors are willing to show houses on 
Christmas and New Year’s Eve.  “A buyer looking for a home lets 

very little get in their way,” said michael Orland 
of Carter/Orland Estates in Los Feliz. 
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SILVER LAKE |  1334 N. Coronado Street
web: 0285981 | $765,000
In the quintessential Eastside neighborhood, on 
a street lined with palms & timeless bungalows, 
this home synthesizes modern and classic form. 
Joseph Lightfoot 213.700.4438

ECHO PARK | 1816 Scott Ave | SOLD
Listed at $549,000
Beautiful 2bd/1 ba home in prime Echo Park 
with city light views from the house and the front 
yard. Upgraded. Represented the buyer. 
Jovelle Schaffer 213.718.1110

LOS FELIZ | 5510 Red Oak Drive
web: 0285973 | $12,000/month
Gorgeous Spanish home, designed by Steve 
Mizuki in 2009, in the Oaks of Los Feliz. Boasting 
4bd/4ba, Oak plank floors, huge kitchen & more.
Rosemary Low 323.660.5885

SILVER LAKE | 3340 Hamilton Way
web: 0285979 | $2,800/month
3bd/1.5ba lower unit of a duplex with hardwood 
floors, central heat, formal dining room, kitchen, 
refrigerator, dishwasher and washer/dryer. 
Rosemary Low 323.660.5885 

LOS FELIZ | 2580Nottingham.com 
web: 0285967 | $4,997,000
4bd/7ba Landmark Italianate Masterpiece c. 
1924 by Architect WC Tanner on famed street. 
Views, extensive grounds, pool/spa & studio. 
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

LOS FELIZ | 2530ParkOak.com
web: 0285909 | $3,975,000 
In the coveted Los Feliz Oaks on almost 1 acre 
of gated grounds. 4bd/6ba. Entertainer’s open 
floor plan, rooms opening to spectacular views
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

LOS FELIZ | 1946Oxford.com
web: 0285978 | $2,875,000
Restored c.1923 Four Square Mediterranean 
offering generous-sized principal rooms and 
entertainment space. 3bd/3.5ba, den and pool. 
B. Bryant | J. Reichling 323.854.1780

LOS FELIZ | 5276 Los Franciscos Way | SOLD 
Listed at $2,495,000 
“Los Feliz Estates” Home with approx. 5200 
sq.ft. living area offering unobstructed spectacu-
lar city views situated on a large lot with pool.
M. Tabakian | N. DeWinter 323.376.2222

SILVER LAKE | 2051 Meadow Valley Terrace
web: 0285976 | $1,750,000 
The ultimate Silver Lake compound. Main house 
has open floor plan with great indoor/outdoor 
flow to an incredible amount of outdoor space.
Rob Kallick 323.775.6305

SILVER LAKE | 1930 Redesdale Ave | SOLD
Listed at $1,595,000 
Contemporary Modern on a double lot with 
privacy and lake views. 3 terraces including large 
fish pond with a stream and wooded gardens.
Jeffrey Young 213.819.9630

SILVER LAKE | 2223 Micheltorena Street
web: 0285972 | $1,469,800 
Architectural 3ba/3ba & master den & office 
home on one of the best streets in Silver Lake. 
Dramatic views of the Hollywood sign & more. 
Rosemary Low 323.363.0381

LOS FELIZ | 2014 Oxford Avenue | IN ESCROW
web: 0285960 | $1,298,500 
Charming Country French, with high ceilings and 
a guest house. Built in 1922 this beautiful 3 bed-
room, 2 .75 bath sits on approx. 8,100 sq.ft. lot.
M. Tabakian | N. DeWinter 323.376.2222

LOS FELIZ | 4601 Kingswell Avenue
web: 0285982 | $1,399,000
Remodeled 3-unit triplex. 3bd/2ba with a spa-
cious open floorplan, downtown views, wrap-
around front porch, & original character details. . 
Matthew Morgus 213.880.6420

HANCOCK PARK |  850 S. Bronson Ave | SOLD
Listed at $1,295,000
Wilshire Park Colonial revival circa 1922. Historic 
HPOZ area 4bd with guest house, pool/spa, 
original character and details throughout. 
Jeffrey Young 213.819.9630

SILVER LAKE |  3108 Fernwood Ave | SOLD
Listed at $1,150,000
Modern post & beam circa 1960. Walls of glass & 
clestory windows throughout, 13 ft ceilings in the 
living room with the original fireplace.  
Jeffrey Young 213.819.9630

SILVER LAKE |  1862 Fanning Street
web: 0285953 | $789,000
Light filled, 2bd/2ba character 1938 Spanish 
home with breathtaking views of the reservoir & 
mountains. Separate laundry & 2-car garage. 
Diane Evans 323.401.3987

HIGHLAND PARK | 5655 Range View Avenue | web: 0285983 | $1,048,000
HabHouse presents an expansive, compelling treasure. Refined, natural elegance, upscale finishes. 
Michelle St. Clair 213.304.4943 | Joey Kiralla 323.702.7001
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[KEEN TO BE GREEN] 

Second Chances for the Once Discarded
By meher mcArthur, Ledger Columnist

The concept 
of recycling is 

closely connected to the idea 
of value. Typically, we keep 
things we value and discard 
those we don’t. This concept 
applies to the way we treat 

people too. 
Currently in the United 

States, just as our landfills 
are overflowing with trash, 
our prisons are full to burst-
ing with people that society 
has effectively given up on. 
In both practical and hu-
manitarian terms, this is a 
horrible waste. 

Silver Lake resident Kabi-
ra Stokes has found a way to 
tackle both of these wasteful 
practices. 

In 2011, she founded 
Isidore Recycling an e-waste 
recycling company that hires 
the formerly incarcerated and 
trains them in computer re-
pair.

“E-waste is the fastest 

growing waste stream,” said 
Stokes, who has a background 
in public policy and believes 
strongly in social enterprises, 
which benefit both people and 
the environment. 

“We believe in second 
chances. Our vision is to cre-
ate a world in which resources, 
both human and natural, are 
valued and not wasted,” she 
said.   

Isidore Recycling, based 
near Chinatown, collects 

tons, literally, of computers, 
cell phones and other e-waste 
from organizations and indi-
viduals each year. Staffers re-
pair about 10% of products, 
wiping them clean of data 
and bugs and re-selling them 

online, giving them a second 
life. 

The 90% that are beyond 
repair are broken down into 
various parts that are sold to 
recyclers. Currently the com-
pany employs six formerly in-
carcerated staff members, who 
are thankful to be employed, 
treated with respect and given 
a second chance too. 

For information: 
isidorerecycling.com

In 2011, Silver Lake resident Kabira Stokes founded 

Isidore Recycling an e-waste recycling company that hires the 

formerly incarcerated and trains them in computer repair. 

“We believe in second chances. Our vision is to create a world 

in which resources, both human and natural, are valued and 

not wasted.” — Kabira Stokes

Kabira Stokes  Photo: careercontessa.com

Sign up for the Los Feliz Ledger 
email newsletter in between our regular 

publication dates.
To start receiving yours, please register at www.losfelizledger.

com or email us at: newsletter@losfelizledger.com
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3321 LUGANO PL, BEACHWOOD CYN       $2,395,000

Contemporary Villa, High ceilings & city views. 4BR/4BA
Pro music studio, elevator. Private and serene setting. 
Lorey+Rogers+Stellini                              310.963.4205

1298 3/4 SUNSET BLVD, ECHO PARK          $499,000

Modern new construction home. 2BR/1BA. The feeling of
a downtown loft w/the benefits of your own private yard. 
Mika Lequericabeascoa                            323.309.0895

1433 STANFORD AVE, GLENDALE                $749,000

Renovated 3+2.5 Mid-Century. Spacious kitchen, 2 master 
suites, vaulted ceilings, grassy yard + sweeping views.
Courtney+Kurt                                        323.899.8509

1150 WEST KENSINGTON RD, ECHO PARK   $710,000

2+2 Bungalow in Angelino Heights HPOZ w/unobstructed 
views, split flr plan, lrg kit, formal DR & landscaped yard.
Tracy Fink                                                 626.818.9478

5919 CHULA VISTA #1, BEACHWOOD CYN  $338,000

1+1 co-op in 12 unit Mid-Century complex. Open flr pln, 
LR w/ lrg balcony, updtd BA, lush garden end unit.
Chris Danna                                             323.382.8708

527 RALEIGH ST #B, GLENDALE                 $360,000

Bank approved short sale. Cozy tri-level 3+2 town home on 
tree lined st w/vaulted ceilings & maple wd flrs.
Mark Walker                                             818.438.3342 

3916 N FIGUEROA ST, HIGHLAND PARK      $350,000

Mixed use commerical/residential property. Storefront 
w/2BR home in the rear. Owner occupied.
Carrie Bryden                                            323.829.1158

6442 DEEP DELL PL, BEACHWOOD CYN  $1,995,000

Privt, modrn & custom home on 3 parcels, pool & updtd 
landscaping. 200 amp electrical sys, K-Copper plumbing,
Chris Danna                                             323.382.8708

PREMIER BH ESTATE, BEVERLY HILLS   $14,500,000

Gated French Mediterranean 5+7 palatial estate w/over 9k 
sf on over 26k sf lot. Lush bckyrd, pool & spa.
Myra Nourmand & Joanna Suhl                  310.888.3333

2225 FERN DELL, LOS FELIZ                     $1,795,000 

3k+ sf 3sty Medit. on prvt st in the Oaks, lrg formal LR w/
fp, gourm kit w/ SS appl, hwd flrs, & covered outdr area.
Adam Sires & Michael Nourmand              310.498.1024

1345 E. PALMER AVENUE, ADAMS HILL       $799,000

Late mid-century w/Stunning Views! Entire main flr has flr 
to ceiling wndws. Open flr plan & wide balcony.
Carolyn Rae Cole                                     323.359.7300

99 S RAYMOND AVE #303, PASADENA       $529,000

Historic Castle Green condo w/ 2 beds + 1 ba. Highly 
upgraded w/ concrete floors + original details.
Courtney+Kurt                                        323.899.8509

 5340 YARMOUTH AVE #306, ENCINO        $479,000

Encino Spa East split-level 2+2.5 PH w/ hi ceilings & East-
ern exposure. 3 balconies, galley kitchen & pool.
Jennifer Eckert                                         323.543.3697

1913 N COMMONWEALTH AVE, LOS FELIZ   $779,000

One unit vacant in this classic Spanish style duplex. Each 
unit 2+1. Long term tenants in one side. 
Mark Walker                                             818.438.3342 

516 N KENNETH RD, BURBANK                    $595,000

Charming 3+1 in hillside neighborhood. Living rm w/wd 
burning fp, DR w/arched doorways, renovated kit, bckyrd.
Karen Sharpe & Drew Bell                        323.359.5024 

Nourmand & Associates Hollywood

Howard Lorey I Brokerage Manager 

323.462.6262 I hlorey@nourmand.com

6525 Sunset Blvd. Ste. G2 90028

T hre e  O f f i ce s . 

One  Re sp e c te d  Name .

w w w.nour mand .com

N o ur man dRE

@ N o ur man dL A

@ N o ur man dL A
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Courtney Smith
323.899.8509
DRE 01406768 

Kurt Wisner
323.841.3839
DRE 01431217

Nourmand & Associates
3167 Glendale Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90039

Atwater Village                                3733 Revere Ave              $810,000 3043 Tatum St             $420,000 2227 Aaron St*               $775,000

COMING SOON

JUST SOLD

JUST SOLD

JUST SOLD

www.courtneyandkurt .com 

*Represented Buyer

PLEASE CONTACT:

Corey A. Waite 
213 532 3262
corey.waite@colliers.com

Hayden C. Eaves IV
213 532 3260
hayden.eaves@colliers.com

Stephen Sullivan
213 532 3256
stephen.sullivan@colliers.com

Ground Floor • 7,000 SF • Divisible
Second Floor • 5,000 SF • Open mezzanine to ground floor

FOR LEASE 
Office/Retail Building

• Fully built out as a retail bank branch including:
a vault, teller line and drive-thru

• Exclusive parking lot with 40 stalls
• Ideal for retail, restaurant and office users

CONSTANCE STAHL
CLIENT-CENTERED REAL ESTATE

Thinking of Listing? 
Call me for a Free Home Evaluation

www.ListwithConstance.com  CalBRE is 01821912

•	 Proven	Track	Record

•	 Experienced,	Supportive,	Successful

•	 Senior	Real	Estate	Solutions

•	 Exclusive	Seller	and	Buyer	 
Representation

•	 Member	of	Los	Feliz	Improvement	 
Association

Realtor

323-388-8270
conniestahlre@gmail.com Happy Holidays

said, adding that she’d prefer 
a quicker timeline than a plan 
backed by the city council in 
May, which wouldn’t start 
paring back the tax until 2016.

Although the tax may be 
an easy target, Irani said she 
believes many small business 
owners are missing out on op-
portunities and resources they 
don’t know exist, like loan 
options available through the 
U.S. Small Business Adminis-
tration. 

“There’s a lot of oppor-
tunities that small business 
are missing,” said Irani, who 
holds an MBA from UCLA’s 
Anderson School of Manage-
ment and has run several busi-
nesses of her own. “I think it’s 
incumbent as a council mem-
ber to get that word out there.”

Irani said she is also sym-
pathetic to business owners 
who bemoan the experience 
of working with the city’s bu-
reaucracy.

“I can tell you what I hear 
on the street. It’s really incon-
sistent information,” she said, 
referring to practice of city 
representatives issuing con-
flicting statements on issues to 
business owners. “That’s got to 
be the most frustrating thing 
on the planet. That has got to 
change.”

Irani, a former staffer for 
LaBonge, didn’t hesitate to 
praise the outgoing council-
member’s habit of working 
one-on-one with city depart-
ment heads to resolve issues. 

“Mutual respect gets a lot 
more done than using your 
power in the bully pulpit,” she 
said. 

But the successful launch 
of programs, projects or re-
forms at City Hall does re-
quire persistence from the 
council office, she said. 

“Deputies need to call 
back and follow-up,” she said. 
“Too many things fall through 
the cracks.”

Should her campaign pre-
vail, Irani said each of her staff 
would be required to have a 
background in customer ser-

vice.
“Every constituent is a cli-

ent,” she said. “You need to be 
attentive to them.”

Jay Beeber’s to-do list for 
improving the city’s small-
business climate starts with 
the city’s gross receipts tax, 
long a source of frustration for 
the city’s business community.

“It can’t go fast enough,” 
he said. 

Mayor Eric Garcetti has 
repeatedly said he also wants 
to do away with the tax. 

“We must phase out the 
business tax entirely,” the 
mayor said in his April state-
of-the-city address.

In September, the Los 
Angeles Times reported that 
Garcetti and local leaders 
were considering a 2015 ballot 
measure that would eliminate, 
reduce or replace the existing 
tax, which currently provides 
an estimated $450 million in 
revenue for the city annually. 

Earlier this year, the city 
council had inched forward 
with a separate plan that called 
for gradually lowering the tax 
over three years.

Beeber argues for urgen-
cy, pointing to a 2012 report 
from the Business Tax Advi-
sory Committee that found 
the city’s population increased 
by nearly 1/3rd from 1980 to 
2010, while the number of 
jobs created in the city de-
creased by 9%.

The report pinned part of 
the blame on the gross receipts 
tax, which is “9.5 times [high-
er than] the average for the 
other 87 cities in the county.”

While Beeber wants to ac-
celerate the tax’s departure, he 
said he’d want to further ex-
plore how to replace the city’s 
lost revenue. 

As Beeber sees it, the tax 
is just part of the larger chal-
lenge of doing business in the 
city. 

“I can’t imagine why any-
body would want to start a 
business in the city of L.A.,” 
he said. “The business climate 
here is terrible. The city gov-
ernment and city council talk 

a good game and yet they do 
everything they possibly can 
to drive businesses out of the 
city. Instead of streamlining 
things, they keep piling more 
and more regulation on. The 
regulations should be neces-
sary, smartly implemented and 
easy to understand and navi-
gate.”

City Hall also needs to 
make it easier for businesses 
to obtain the required permits 
and paperwork required to 
open their doors, he said. 

“We need to have a lead 
agency that signs off these 
things and there needs to be 
someone who is sort of like 
your ombudsman who helps 
you get your business started,” 
Beeber said. “We should be 
rolling out the red carpet and 
say, ‘Hey, we want you to do 
business in LA.’”

That also means changing 
city hall’s approach to custom-
er service, Beeber said. 

“We need to treat our 
stakeholders like they’re our 
cherished customers, just like 
Nordstrom’s treats their cus-
tomers,” he said.

But can a council mem-
ber shift city hall’s customer-
service culture?

  Beeber said he excels 
at “quiet persuasion” and “en-
rolling people” in his vision. 
But, he added, a council mem-
ber can also “use the bully pul-
pit to talk about these issues, 
and hold people’s feet to the 
fire.” 

For candidate John Per-
ron, streamlining within city 
hall could help.

“I think [city hall needs] 
to consolidate the departments 
downtown for all permitting,” 
he said. 

Like other candidates, 
Perron is not a big fan of the 
city’s business tax. 

“A gross receipts tax can 
be grossly unfair,” he said.

For Perron the city can 
strengthen small businesses, 
by getting back to the basics, 
like lost wages and revenue 
due to long L.A. commute 

CD4 from page 1
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Advertise in the Ledger 
either Los Feliz or Larchmont editions! 

Call Libby Butler-Gluck at (323) 644-5536 to hear about 
our special “Combo Buy” rates.



Los Feliz Ledger

Page 14 www.losfelizledger.com December 2014Su Casa REAL ESTATE

CARTER+ 
ORLAND 

times. 
“I have a problem with 

transportation,” he said, and 
“the amount of time people 
spend going to and from work. 
Along with [changes to] the 
gross receipts tax, I think the 
ability to get to and from work 
are the top change-overs.” 

Carolyn Ramsay, who 
is LaBonge’s former chief of 
staff, said she believes having 
city and county agencies work 
more in tandem would greatly 
benefit small business owners, 
especially restaurants. 

Doing so, she said, would 
“reduce bureaucracy and help 
owners open their doors more 
quickly and with lower costs. I 
will work to bring stakehold-
ers, restaurant owners, public 
health, planning, building and 
safety, and neighborhood resi-
dents together,” she said, “to 
create a simpler, less expensive 
system that works better for 
everyone.”

One idea Ramsay has is 
to build on the success of los-
angelesworks.org by having a 
one-stop website to ease the 
navigation and costs of open-
ing a business in Los Angeles.  

Ramsay also is a propo-
nent of eliminating the city’s 
gross receipts tax and would 
like to see the current 15-year-

phase out plan reduced to four 
years, so that “we can encour-
age more businesses to choose 
L.A. now and stay,” she said.   
“We’ll make up the lost gross 
receipts revenue through im-
proved sales and business 
property tax performance.”

Specifics changes to the 
city’s current system regarding 
small businesses also have to 
be reconsidered. 

“For example,” she said, 
“I’ll work to reduce [small 
business owner’s] legal expo-
sure on issues like broken side-
walks,” in front or near their 
properties. 

She also said if elected, 
she would work to adjust even 
the playing field for the city’s 
contracting system by encour-
aging coalitions of local small 
businesses to compete for large 
city contracts. 

David Ryu, said the city’s 
current permitting process is 
“not only overly cumbersome, 
but in many cases outdated, 
redundant and even contra-
dictory.” Like Ramsay, he also 
said better coordination be-
tween city and county depart-
ments would ease frustrations 
for small business owners.

“There are further prob-
lems,” he said, “when you have 
to work with two different ju-
risdictions all together, such as 

in the case of restaurants that 
have to navigate between the 
city and county for permits 
and inspections.”

Ryu said he supports 
the mayor’s “Back to Basics” 
approach and said the city 
needs to fix or remove illogi-
cal, obstructionist regulations 
to streamline the process and 
more importantly do it in a 
customer-oriented way, where 
the businesses are treated with 
respect and not annoyance.”

Like Beeber, Ryu said he 
believes the city should create 
a “concierge” or “ombudsman” 
office that works as a liaison 
with small business, to provide 
them the knowledge and au-
thority to assist in the process. 

“In this way,” Ryu said, 
“the city is a partner in growth, 
not a barrier.” 

Additionally, with his 
background working in coun-
ty government for six years, 
Ryu said he understands 
the county’s Dept. of Public 
Health and, likewise, the pro-
cess to get restaurant’s health 
permits. 

“I will use this experi-
ence to make sure that I and 
my staff are responsive and ac-
countable to small business as 
they go through their permit-
ting process,” he said. 

Like other candidates, he 

said he feels a high gross re-
ceipts tax is not good for Los 
Angeles businesses and that 
he supports current efforts to 
phase out the city’s gross re-
ceipts business tax completely.  

Going a step further, Ryu 
said all interested parties—in-
cluding business owners and 
other “stakeholders”—should 
have a say in how the city’s 
business tax is reformed. 

“This definitely requires 
input from the business com-
munity, but at the same time, 
we must also have a careful 
review of the impacts on [how 
a new business tax affects] the 
city’s budget and ultimately 
the services it provides to all 
residents,” Ryu said. “It is 
crucial that we properly and 
transparently explain to voters 
the potential impacts and why 
we need to act and make deci-
sions in a careful, steady and 
responsible way.”

Like other candidates, 
Ryu said the city could do bet-
ter with its “customer service” 
to tax payers and to not treat 
small business owners as “ad-
versaries.”

Public service, he said, 
“requires constant listening 
and connecting to the district 
itself. A good council office 
is proactive, not necessarily 
reactive, and it is always col-

laborative. . . . The best way 
to strengthen local business 
interests is to make sure all 
businesses, especially small 
businesses are heard, and rep-
resented by someone that is 
listening to their concerns.”

Fred Mariscal said he 
also believes the city’s current 
business tax “puts the city of 
Los Angeles at a comparative 
disadvantage.”

“When someone decides 
to open a business within the 
city, they should receive a wel-
come letter,” Mariscal said, 
“and not a tax bill. 

Marsical also agrees the 
business tax should be reduced 
over a several year phase-in 
period, but he takes the reduc-
tion of it altogether, a step fur-
ther.  “I will also work to 
lower taxes and eliminate it 
in strategic industries, such as 
digital media companies that 
have fled Los Angeles for low-
er-tax cities,” he said.

He also said the entire 
process of starting a small 
business in Los Angeles should 
be simplified. 

“We must support [small 
business owners] by building 
connections, removing obsta-
cles, and. . .making the pro-
cess for opening a business less 
confusing, time-consuming, 
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For Sales Contact 
Colleen Lakshin 
BRE: 01835648 
Cell: 866-609-5248 
Email: colleen@silverlakeliving.com

Jerod Miller 
BRE: 01275659 
Cell: 866-609-5248 
Email: jerod@silverlakeliving.com

PRICING STARTING AT $649,900
Contemporary Tri Level Townhomes   |   2 to 4 bedrooms residences 
Inspiring rooftop terraces   |   1,243 to 1,990 square feet

Visit us on Facebook

Learn more at 
Silverlakeliving.com

Disclaimer: Pricing, plans and specifications subject to change without notice. Artist’s renderings based on proposed development plans, whcih are subject to change without notice. Models are not an indication of racial preference. 11/14 Exclusively 
represented by TAAG Realty, Inc. BRE Lic #01914450. This is not an offer to sell, but is intended for information only. Though the information is believed to be correct, it is presented subject to errors, omissions, changes or withdrawal without notice. The 
computation of square footage will vary based upon the criteria used. The developer reserves the right to make modifications in materials, specifications, floor plans, designs, pricing, scheduling and delivery of homes without prior notice. 11/14

Year-End Savings 
Take advantage of special savings 
at Latitudes when you close escrow 
before the end of the year!  Hurry and 
visit today for a life full of inspiration 
in a new direction. Excited buyers are 
citing many reasons to call Latitudes 
their home. 

Here’s a list of the top 5 reasons 
to purchase at Latitudes with 
modern, cutting edge home designs, 
resort-style amenities and all the 
authenticity and walkability the 
Silver Lake neighborhood has to offer.

Top 5 Features at Latitudes
• Amazing views from inspiring 

rooftop terraces

• Gated community and great sense of 
arrival with resort-style pool and spa

• Wonderful designer finishes 
included at no extra cost 

• Nearby Ivanhoe Elementary School

• Your favorite shops and meeting 
places within a 5 minute walk

OPEN THIS WEEKEND!
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11-5

GRAND 

OPENIN
G

DEC. 6
TH

For Lending Contact 
Mark Angotta 
Cell: 619-884-7878 
eFax: 866-609-5248 
Email: mark.angotta@wellsfargo.com

FHA/VA Financing Available

and expensive,” he said. Spe-
cifically, he said, ideas include 
possibly creating new kinds 
of finance tools, doing more 
intensive outreach, streamlin-
ing permit processes, and pro-
viding business owners with 
incentives for expansion,” 
among others. 

But like all the other can-
didates, success, Mariscal said, 
will come through improved 
customer service. 

“I, like the Mayor, want 
a customer service driven city 
hall where calls are returned 
within 24 hours and service 
requests can be tracked like a 
package,” he said.

Candidate Joan Pelico 
said her experience as Chief 
of Staff to Los Angeles City 
Councilmember Paul Kortez 
makes her well positioned to 
help immediately simplify 
small business issues for con-
stituents.  

“Everybody thinks that 
there’s all this red tape,” she 
said. “If you don’t know how 
it works its very hard to under-
stand.”

For starters, Pelico ac-
knowledged the long, ongoing 
conversation over streamlining 
the city’s permit process and 
said, “It’s time to take action.” 
And she has already pointed to 

Dept. of Building and Safety 
General Manager Raymond 
Chan as the “man to do it.”

She said change is already 
underway, as the Dept. of 
Building and Safety is already 
hiring more inspectors. That 
will speed up the process, she 
said, as waiting for inspectors 
is often the lengthiest part of 
the process. 

Additionally, she said she 
would bring the Planning and 
Building and Safety depart-
ments together to “work hand-
in-hand” by sitting down with 
both of them to work through 
respective policies that seem to 
conflict or negate each other. 

“Communication,” is the 
key, she said, with emphasis. 

As far as aiding constitu-
ents opening a business, Pelico 
said she would assign a busi-
ness deputy to help navigate 
the system and address issues 
along the way, like maneuver-
ing through the Fire Depart-
ment, Building and Safety, 
Bureau of Engineering, the 
Los Angeles Dept. of Water 
and Power and others. 

She also said she would 
also like to host business 
seminars around the district’s 
neighborhoods, bringing in 
representatives of various re-
lated city agencies to ask busi-
ness owners, “What can we do 

for your businesses? 
Seventy-five percent of 

our jobs are from small busi-
nesses and we have to keep 
them thriving,” she said.

Pelico additionally men-
tioned improving parking in 
the city as a direct benefit to 
small business owners. One 
idea, she has, is expanding the 
city’s “Express Parking” pro-
gram that alerts mobile apps 
and computers where parking 
spots are available and at what 
cost, she said. Local businesses 
need to also better collaborate 
to share parking between op-
erating hours. 

“It’s all about working to-
gether,” Pelico said. “I saw it 
work where I started in politics 
at Sherman Oaks Elementary 
[as head of the Parent Teacher 
Assoc.] when I brought the 
business community into the 
school and the school into 
the business community. We 
started to thrive together. And 
that’s my goal.”

Candidate Teddy Davis 
offered five points to benefit-
ing small businesses: reform-
ing the city’s business tax, 
cutting red tape, expanding 
neighborhood parking, stop-
ping runaway film production 
and keeping neighborhoods 
clean, safe and inviting. 

He said while working 

as press secretary for former 
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, 
he helped develop a three-year 
“Business Tax Holiday” that 
provided a three-year tax ex-
emption for any new business 
that moved into Los Angeles. 
Now, he said, the city needs 
to reform its taxes for all busi-
nesses—not just new ones. 

Davis pointed to the fact 
that the local business tax is 
the highest in Los Angeles 
County and said this auto-
matically puts the city at a 
disadvantage when competing 
for jobs. 

“I believe we’ve got to 
lower it in a fiscally respon-
sible way,” he said, gradually 
decreasing the business tax in 
phases.

During that process, the 
city would be weaned off 
the $440 million a year it 
makes and such taxes and in-
stead should grow its revenue 
through property and sales 
taxes as new businesses move 
to or start up in the city, all the 
while monitoring the changes’ 
impact.  

“I don’t want us to be 
pushing business to. . . places 
like Glendale, Burbank, Bev-
erly Hills and Santa Monica. 
It’s counter productive. It’s 
counter productive to our 
business tax.”

Davis continued to refer-
ence his experience in Villa, 
aiding in Villaraigosa’s office 
specifically regarding the cre-
ation of a “case management 
office” that collectively en-
gaged staff from five different 
departments essential to small 
business success, including 
the departments of Building 
and Safety, City Planning, the 
Bureau of Engineering, Trans-
portation and the Los Angeles 
Dept. of Water and Power. 

“It made it possible for 
businesses to go through [the] 
development process with 
greater speed and efficiency,” 
Davis said. “So you could 
come to one office and [be 
walked] through the process. 
[The city is] doing that now on 
big projects, but we really need 
to take that model and apply it 
not just for the giant projects 
but across the board, even for 
smaller things.”

“I really believe you 
shouldn’t have to hire a lob-
byist. . . to do business in Los 
Angeles. We should make it 
simpler,” he added, referring to 
the expeditors who have made 
careers of helping businesses 
navigate the city’s bureaucracy. 

Davis said that, if elected, 
his staff would have a dedi-
cated position to work with 
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Richard Stanley
Estates Director
Architectural and Historic Properties Specialist
rstanley@coldwellbanker.com
213 300-4567  cell / voice mail

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell 
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New price and new privacy for the rear garden 
make this sparkling house even more 
desirable!  Those who love to entertain in 

grand, elegant style will feel at home here.  Each room is 
over-scale.  The easy flow of the open floor plan will be 
appreciated by even the largest gatherings.  The high 
quality of the present sellers’ improvements lends an 
air of unpretentious graciousness.  Marquetry flooring 
and premium fixtures and appliances throughout make 
this later-construction, contemporary Mediterranean 
better than when new.  4 bedrooms;  4.5 baths; pool 
and spa; meticulously-maintained; low-maintenance; 
gated entrance.  Handy to freeways, Griffith Park and 
Los Feliz neighborhood amenities.

NEW PRICE:  $1,700,000

Have a real estate question? Call me first!

Here, Bigger Just Got Better
3431 Amesbury Road

Prime Los Feliz

constituents to guide them 
through the process of open-
ing their businesses. He imag-
ined this to be a “business 
concierge-type service.” 

Additionally, Davis said 
he would work to improve or 
preserve business corridors. 
This includes focusing on 
parking problems so shoppers 
are not turned away unneces-
sarily, unable to find a spot for 
their car. 

To address that, he sug-
gested the city return to a 
policy that existed until the 
mid-1990s where money from 
parking meters was went to pay 
for local parking structures, 
rather than being funneled to 
the city’s general fund. 

Like Pelico, Davis said 
business owners should work 
together to share parking be-
tween their hours of operation. 

“Los Feliz, Sherman 
Oaks, Toluca Lake. The lack 
of parking [there] kills these 
neighborhoods,” Davis said. 
“It leads customers to giant 
developers with parking where 
they know they can park.”  

 He also said “qual-
ity of life” issues like address-
ing homelessness, cleaning 
sidewalks, planting trees, in-
stalling benches, encourag-
ing sidewalk cafes, activating 
pedestrian corridors and sup-
porting business improvement 
districts—like the Los Feliz 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict” would all add up to a 
better environment for small 
businesses. 

“We need to keep our 
neighborhoods clean, safe and 
inviting,” he said. “They can 
only succeed if people want to 
come out and shop there.”

Finally, Davis emphasized 
the need to keep film jobs 

in Los Angeles by simplify-
ing permit processes, holding 
down local fees and ensuring 
the state film tax credit stays 
competitive. 

“The state took posi-
tive step in expanding film 
tax credit this past year but 
we need to make sure it stays 
competitive in years to come,” 
he said. 

Davis cited New York 
City under former Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg as a model 
for holding down city fees 
on film shoots, saying he was 
“proof you can do it in a big 
city. . . . “But you need strong 
leadership to make it happen,” 
he said.

Candidate Steve Veres 
described the complexities of 
reforming the city’s dedication 
to small business, articulat-
ing a one size fits all approach 
won’t work. 

“Cutting red tape doesn’t 
mean the same thing for ev-
ery single district and single 
every part of the city,” he said 
of the often lengthy and dif-
ficult process businesses must 
undergo to start up in Los An-
geles. 

While an area like the San 
Fernando Valley or Pacoima 
might need to better develop 
semi-skilled jobs and recruit 
manufacturing companies to 
maximize their property space, 
he said the majority of council 
district four’s small business 
“red tape” comes from adding 
improvements onto existing 
businesses and the fee process. 

“You can’t find a consis-
tent set of rules in the city to 
be able to engage in an enter-
prise,” he said. 

No candidates are going 
to campaign on keeping the 
gross receipt tax, he said, just 
like no one in the 2013 city 

council or mayoral races did 
then. But after two years into 
those new elects’ terms, there 
has, so far, been no change to 
the city’s gross receipt tax. 

“[That] puts the people of 
Los Angeles, small businesses 
and otherwise, at a disadvan-
tage” he said. 

“There’s some things 
we’re not going to be able to 
compete against Texas with,” 
Veres said. “But there’s no rea-
son why we [can’t] compete 
against Pasadena, Redondo 
Beach, Hermosa Beach, Tor-
rance, Burbank and Glendale. 
I don’t think we do a good job 
of doing that.” 

Veres said specifically that 
CD4 is competing against a 
very “select” group of cities for 
jobs, including Santa Monica, 
West Hollywood, the beach 
and South Bay Areas, San 
Francisco and the Silicon Val-
ley. 

“Frankly, if we were a bet-
ter place to do work in,” we 
would be getting those busi-
nesses that sometimes go else-
where, like the smaller “mom 
and pop” shops like dry clean-
ers and restaurants. 

“They all interface with 
government and they’re all 
frustrated. ... They feel like 
they sort of have no one on 
their side to help them figure 
things out and [they feel Los 
Angeles is] a really unfriendly 
place,” he said.

 Veres said he envi-
sions a more holistic approach 
to handling businesses. 

The larger council dis-
tricts, like CD4, he said, “need 
to lead the charge in investing 
in better land use policies” to 
attract larger businesses there-
by creating a sense of “balance 
of responsibility” throughout 
the city. 

“The fast track for busi-
ness should be different in 
places,” he said, “like Pacoima 
and in places like Hollywood.” 

Veres also addressed the 
city’s most current conversa-
tion over minimum wage in-
creases. 

“In the theoretical sense, 

I think we all support raising 
[the] minimum wage. Nobody 
should work full time and be 
living in poverty. But at the 
same time, from the college 
perspective, I don’t want to 

train just the minimum wage 
worker,” he said. 

Veres has sat on the Los 
Angeles Community College 
District Board of Trustees 
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[A DOG’S LIFE]

Can Dogs Transmit the 
Ebola Virus?
By Jennifer Clark, Ledger Columnist

Thousands of 
demonstrators took to the 
streets of Madrid in October 
to protest the euthanasia of 
Excalibur, the beloved dog of 
Teresa Romero, the Spanish 
Ebola-infected nurse, who has 
since been released from the 
hospital virus free.

 People were incensed 
that the dog was not tested 
for the virus before being put 
down. Romero stated that 
the most difficult part of her 
whole Ebola experience was 
losing her dog. 

Were officials right to be 
worried? 

The Centers for Disease 
Control, the U.S. Dept. of 
Agriculture and the American 
Veterinary Medical Assoc. do 
not believe pets are at signifi-
cant risk for Ebola infection in 
the United States. 

The Ebola virus, spread 
through direct contact with 
blood or bodily fluids, can in-
fect certain animals that can 
pass along the disease such as 
fruit bats that can then pass 
along the virus to other ani-
mals. Documented cases show 

the spread of the disease from 
fruit bats to monkeys, gorillas, 
duiker (a small African Ante-
lope) and domestic pigs. 

No case has been docu-
mented showing dogs passing 
Ebola to other animals or hu-
mans. 

Much more concerning, 
however, are the other various 
diseases that dogs come into 
contact with due to the way 
they interact with the envi-
ronment. All that licking and 
sniffing allows germs to be 
passed not only to dogs but to 
humans. Rabies, hookworm 
and roundworm are just a few 
examples. 

Ways to lessen the spread 
of these diseases and parasites 
include regular hand washing 
after handling your pets, keep-
ing current with vaccines and 
vet visits and properly dispos-
ing of pet feces. 

When Dallas Ebola-in-
fected nurse, Nina Pham was 
diagnosed, her dog Bentley 
was quarantined and eventu-
ally tested negative for Ebola. 
The two were happily reunited 
in good health on Nov. 2nd.

[THE GOOD LIFE]

Greenbar Distillery 
Tours & Tastings
By Tara de Lis, Ledger Columnist

DOWNTOWN— Greenba r 
Distillery is celebrating its 10-
year anniversary in December, 
but just opened to the public, 
Oct. 3rd, for tours and tast-
ings — the first in Los Angeles 
since Prohibition.  

Greenbar is operated by 
husband-and-wife team Mel-
kon Khosrovian and Litty 
Mathew. The two met as 
journalism graduate students 
at USC. Now they’re back 
downtown, in the “Clean Tech 
Corridor” of the Arts District, 
thanks to Greenbar’s all-or-
ganic product line and green 
business practices. 

The story of how they fell 
into the booze business is a 
good one. 

Khosrovian’s family hails 
from the former Soviet Union 
and has a fondness for straight 
vodka. His wife found the 
hard stuff too harsh. Seeking a 
way to make it more palatable 
for her, he created fresh-ingre-
dient infusions with farmers’ 
market produce. 

These inventive spirits 
were a huge hit— not just 
with Mathew, but also with 
Khosrovian’s cousins and their 
friends. Eventually, strangers 
started calling.

 
“We thought we should 

either go into business or get 
that phone number unlisted,” 
Mathew said.

Fortunately, they chose 
the former. And now there are 
three official varieties of their 
Tru vodka: lemon, vanilla and 
garden, which includes a mix 
of celery, dill, fennel, corian-
der, mint, thyme, pink pep-
percorn, cumin and vanilla. 

The company also pro-
duces lines of other spirits, 
each under a unique brand, 
such as Slow Hand whiskey, 
Crusoe rum, Fruitlab sweet 
liqueurs, Grand Poppy bitter 
liqueur, Bar Keep bitters and 
Ixá tequila. 

Hour-long tours are by 
appointment only Wednesday 
through Saturday evenings. 
The cost is $12 per person and 
all guests must be over 21. Six 
quarter-ounce pours are in-
cluded (the equivalent of one 
cocktail). 

Only certain products are 
sold at the distillery. The rest 
can be found in local stores 
such as Cap N’ Cork, Bar 
Keeper and K&L in Holly-
wood. 

Greenbar Distillery, 2459 
E. 8th Street. (213) 375-3668. 

January Drive Planned to Help Homelessness
By Bruce Haring, Ledger Contributing Wrwiter

The East Hollywood Los 
Feliz Homeless Coalition 
(EFHC) plans a major drive 
early next year to accurately 
count and more fully service 
the Los Feliz and Silver Lake 
homeless population. 

The grass roots coalition 
is working with government, 
non-profits and faith organi-
zations to institute a 100-day 
“challenge” that commences 
Jan. 15th.  The goal is to iden-
tify the chronic homeless in 
the area and steer them to the 
proper agencies to hopefully 
ultimately help them find per-
manent shelter.

As part of that plan, the 
organization is trying to raise 
funds to deploy a full-time staff 
for Los Feliz and adjacent areas 
that will use an outreach van 
owned by People Assisting the 
Homeless (PATH). They will 
spend each day visiting with 
local homeless people and pro-
viding “hygiene kits,” which 
will include t-shirts, socks and 
deodorant, among other items. 

Fundraising for the van 
has already received pledges of 
$25,000 each from the offices 
of Los Angeles City Coun-
cilmembers Tom LaBonge 
and Mitch O’Farrell, plus a 
$10,000 donation from EHLF 
founder and Los Feliz resident 
Dana Cremin. 

Although the L.A. home-
less population is counted ev-
ery two years, Cremin said the 
last count mostly surveyed East 
Hollywood and did not “prop-
erly” count the homeless of Los 
Feliz north of Hollywood Bou-
levard. The EHFC organiza-
tion is hoping to change that. 

According to Cremin, the 
Los Feliz Village Business Im-
provement District board of di-
rectors is also actively involved 
and will be looking toward 
funding private security patrols 
and improving street cleaning. 

Homeless encampments 
are currently found at the 
Hollywood Boulevard at Ver-
mont Avenue area, Barnsdall 

Park, Griffith Park, and in the 
area behind the Vista Theatre, 
bringing complaints from resi-

dents and merchants.  
For information or to vol-

unteer: ehlfhc.org. 
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spa, movie theater & stunning views on a private, gated 1/3 acre at the end of a cul-de-sac. 
www.3028paulcrest.com

©2014 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of 
HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee 
of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of 
America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
does not guarantee the accuracy of square footage, lot size or other information 
concerning the condition or features of property provided by the seller or 
obtained from public records or other sources, and the buyer is advised to inde-
pendently verify the accuracy of that information through personal inspection 
and with appropriate professionals.  CalBRE 01321406/01317331

REAL ESTATE. REAL SERVICE. REAL RESULTS.

• 38 years sales + marketing experience
• 22-year Los Feliz resident
• Former board member Los Feliz Improvement Assoc.

M I C H A E L
T U N I C K

323.646.3893
www.michaeltunick.com

4140 PARVA AVENUE, LOS FELIZ $2,399,000
HUGE REDUCTION. 5BD/4.5BD Contemporary Hillside villa. Cooks kitchen. Glendale to Ocean 
views from extensive decks. Walnut flrs. Den, Media & Great Room. Franklin El. Entertainer’s 
paradise. www.4140ParvaAve.com
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10,000
active kids per day

20,000,000
games and rides

765,000
trampoline jumps

(323) 767-8050 • 3462 San Fernando Road
mygymatwater@gmail.com mygym.com

Ask about our
holiday specials!

New enrollments only

Millions
of kids
agree. . .

. . . Fitness & Fun
are the Greatest Gifts!

FITNESS

F
U
N

• Award-winning programs for children 4 
months through 13 years

• Noncompetitive gymnastics, arts & crafts, 
sports, Karate, and more. Dance coming soon!

• Fantastic birthday parties and camps

 [GLENFELIZ ELEmENTARY] 

Our Garden and Its Butterfly
By Neida Lara and Nadia Warner, 3rd grade

We love gardening! In 
October our class planted a 
vegetable garden. The Swiss 
chard and carrots are very 
colorful. Now we have a huge 
new garden in the back of our 
school.  Friends of Glenfeliz, 
EnrichLA and over 100 vol-
unteers helped make the new 
enormous garden. Our fami-
lies and even our little brothers 
joined in to help. Some people 
were sweating a lot. It was 
hard work. All of the Glenfeliz 
classes soon will be planting in 
the new garden.

In November our Glenfe-
liz PTA planned an awesome 
Fall Festival. We liked the sci-
ence booths that the teachers 
setup, going on the big slide 

and other fun ac-
tivities.  The snow 
cones were very 
yummy.

In our class-
room we raised 
monarch butter-
flies. We saw eggs 
hatch and tiny 
caterpillars come 
out. The caterpil-
lars ate a lot of 
milkweed leaves 
and soon got 

chubby. They were as hungry 
as pigs and ate all the time. It 
was amazing when we saw the 
bright green chrysalises with 
gold dots that looked like gold 
beads.  

As days passed the chrysa-
lises turned black and orange. 
Mrs. Marks and my class 
were thrilled when a monarch 
butterfly emerged from the 
chrysalis right before our eyes! 
When its wings dried we took 
it outside to a big bush with 
pink flowers. The monarch 
flew back to us and said good-
bye. We have released four 
monarchs so far.  

It has been a fun fall with 
all these activities at Glenfeliz 
School. 

Advertise in the Los Feliz Ledger (323) 644-5536
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in Silver Lake

2920 Sunset Boulevard • Silver Lake • 323-825-9223 • www.tribecapediatrics.com

• Guidance and support on sleep,
 nutrition and development

• Low intervention philosophy 

• 24/7 Accessibility

• Punctuality

• We take insurance

• Parking Available

Tribeca Pediatrics 
is in your 
neighborhood!

We care for your kids

E A R L Y  C H I L D H O O D  C E N T E R S  of W I L S H I R E  B O U L E V A R D  T E M P L E

Baby and Me Classes (birth to 2½ years)

Enroll now for:
Hands-on Art
Music Magic
Shabbat Sing and Swing
Sunday Funday
and more!   

Start your 

journey  
with us! 

wbtla.org/ecc

West East

Mann Family Early Childhood Center
11661 W. Olympic Blvd, LA 90064
(310) 457-8900

Erika J. Glazer Early Childhood Center
3663 Wilshire Blvd, LA 90010
(213) 835-2125Tw

o 
lo

ca
tio

ns
:

[mOTHER OF INVENTION]

Ho Ho Ho, Just Say No
By Rita mauceri, Ledger Columnist

Ah, December... For 
many, the season is marked 
by a long list of tried-and-true 
holiday traditions, not the least 
of which is the annual chorus 
of “I wants” that start emanat-
ing from your kids soon after 
Halloween.

We’re not talking Tin-
kertoys, either. Today’s kids 
go for high-ticket items…
Wiis, iPads, American Girl 
dolls, gourmet play kitchens, 
electric mini-cars and more. 
Even Legos, perhaps the 
greatest toy ever invented but 
made of plastic, can run $100 
or more. It’s enough to send 
me into Scrooge mode! Don’t 
get me wrong. I love the 
holidays and enjoy shopping 
for my children. Recently, 
though, I’m bothered they 
want more when they already 
have too much.

Recently, I read an article 
by mom blogger, Ruth Sou-
kup, entitled “Why I Took 
My Kids’ Toys Away (& Why 
They Won’t Get The Back).” 
After striving for a year to re-
duce her family’s overloaded 
lifestyle, Ruth finally got fed 
up with her daughters’ lack of 
appreciation and went Dra-
conian. She took all her chil-
dren’s toys away. 

She wrote about the day 
she hit the breaking point: 
“One morning… after telling 
my kids to clean their room for 
the umpteenth time, I made 
the somewhat impulsive—al-
beit pre-warned—decision to 
take away ALL their stuff. I 
calmly began packing up not 
just a toy or two, but every 
single thing. All their dress-
up clothes, baby dolls, Polly 
Pockets, [and] stuffed ani-
mals; all their Barbies, build-
ing blocks and toy trains, right 
down to the furniture from 
their dollhouse and play food 
from their kitchen. I even took 
the pretty Pottery Barn Kids 
comforter from their bed. The 
girls watched me in stunned 
silence…”

As parents, we try to raise 
our kids to appreciate. Yet, 
there still seems to be a ram-
pant desire to acquire. Today’s 
kids are addicted to stuff. 

My three third-graders 
have been trying for the better 

part of a year to convince me 
they need their own iPhones. 
They’re also apparently the 
ONLY kids in the world who 
haven’t been to Universal Stu-
dios. My daughter has been 
wanting a dog “since forever;” 
one of my sons has had a $180 
Lego castle on his wish list for 
two years and his brother in-
sists he needs a Wii to accom-
pany the family PlayStation.

Like most moms, I don’t 
want to deny my children 
things they enjoy, but when 
did we get to a place where 
they need so much stuff to en-
tertain them? And more im-
portantly, how do we break 
the cycle?

Journalist Sharon Hol-
brooke, who is also a mother, 
recently wrote two articles for 
The Washington Post’s website. 
The first, “My Kids Have Too 
Much Stuff,” received such a 
strong reaction from readers 
that she followed with a sec-
ond: “Your Kids Too? Practi-
cal Advice When Kids Have 
Too Much Stuff.” 

Her suggestions include 
emphasizing quality over 
quantity, encouraging relatives 
not to over-give and reinforc-
ing the rule of “just one.” Then 
again, sometimes it works best 
just to give a firm and final 
“no.”

There seems to be a ground 
swell among parents, like me, 
who are realizing their kids 
are overindulged. So, this holi-
day season as I’m decking the 
halls, I’m jumping on the “less 
is more” bandwagon and tak-
ing my kids along with me…
kicking and screaming! Here’s 
how:

Focus on Family Fun. 
Holidays are the perfect time 
to encourage new activities and 
adventures. Instead of loading 
your kids up with more toys, 
give them ice-skating or guitar 
lessons, or take the whole fam-
ily sailing.

Kick Up the Creativity. 
Focus on gifts that encourage 
creativity like music, model 
cars, carpentry projects, fairy 
gardens or terrariums. You’ll 
be amazed how quickly your 
kids forget about Minecraft.

Give Before You Get. 
Volunteer with your kids and 
show them the power of giv-
ing. Chances are they’ll find 
it inspiring to take part in a 
neighborhood toy drive or 
serve a holiday meal at a local 
shelter. 

Let the Best Man Win. 
Kids love competition and 
nothing gets them going like 
a good, friendly contest. Find 
out who can create the most 
unique ornament for the fam-
ily tree or decorate the prize-

winning sugar cookie, then 
give the treats as holiday gifts 
to friends and neighbors.

Do a Homemade Se-
cret Santa. Have each person 
make a gift, yes, from scratch 
(and with supplies you already 
have on hand) to give to a 
family member whose name 
they pulled out of a hat. Ex-
changing homemade gifts 
means more, plus kids find the 

surprise part of it fun.
Do Toy Triage. After the 

holidays, let your kids help 
with getting rid of old stuff 
to make way for new gifts 
they received. If you put them 
in the right frame of mind, 
they’ll rather cheerfully go 
through their things and sort 
into “keep” and “give” piles. 
They’ll probably be excited to 
give away that they no longer 

want to a local charity.
Re-programming kids 

isn’t easy, but with creativ-
ity and perseverance, you’ll 
soon find they’re asking for 
less, appreciating more and 
gradually understanding that 
with several thousand Lego 
pieces currently littering the 
playroom, they might be able 
to do without that new set. 
For now.
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Prospective Family Information Night

RSVP encouraged (626) 817-4021 or d_middlebrook@mhs-hs.org

Prospective Family Information Night
A CLOSER LOOK

MARANATHA HIGH SCHOOL
A COLLEGE PREPARATORY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

169 South Saint John Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91105
www.maranatha-hs.org

Tuesday, January 27 @ 7:00 p.m.

W I L S H I R E  B O U L E V A R D  T E M P L E
Brawerman Elementary School East

DISCOVER THE SPIRIT OF BRAWERMAN EAST!
With state-of-the art facilities opening in 2015, and a rich curriculum 
that educates the whole child, we are as dynamic as our students! 

Visit and experience the possibilities for your family.

Currently accepting applications  
for the 2015-2016 school year

Schedule a visit 
(213) 835-2170  
brawerman.org

WILSHIRE BOULEVARD TEMPLE 
Erika J. Glazer Family Campus * 3663 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90010

MOMS CLUB OF
los fELIZ

FOR MORE INFO CHECK US OUT AT

LOSFELIZMOMSCLUB.ORG

MOMS OFFERING MOMS SUPPORT

Rock Steady College Counseling
Kerry Rock

College Counselor
310-505-0755

kerryrocksteady@gmail.com
rocksteadycollegecounseling.com

“It doesn’t have to be crazy!”

since 2011. 
According to Veres, the 

city has largely ignored that 
the jobs it has created in the 
past five years have been large-
ly those offering a low wage. 

Unless there is an effort to 
create more jobs with salaries 
of $60,000-$70,000 a year, he 
said, “then the city, as a whole, 
is going to feel like a place of 
haves and have-nots.”

Veres also envisions, like 
other candidates, a one-step 
approach to helping business 
through the city’s bureau-
cracy with a “concierge-type 
service.” This, he said, can be 
offered this locally in the dis-
trict, but should be provided 
citywide. 

He said the city needs to 
become a better partner with 
businesses rather than forcing 
owners to rely on hit-and-miss 
outside “expeditors.” Business 
owners never know, he said, 
if those hired “expeditors” are 
assisting in and of themselves, 
of just because they have re-
lationships with city staffers 
that expedite getting permits 
approved. 

“I’d love to put expeditors 
out of business in CD4,” Veres 
said. 

As for the uncompeti-
tive city’s business tax, Veres 
advocated for “pulling the 
Band-Aid off and exposing the 
wound.” 

By that, he means not re-
lying on any slow approach to 
decrease the tax that the city 
has become reliant on to boost 
its general fund, but doing it 
all at once to shock the system 
and make actual change. 

“With crisis comes op-
portunity,” he said. “When 
something’s hard, there’s never 
a good time for it.”

Finally, he challenged 
those city officials elected in 
2013 that campaigned on de-
creasing or repealing the busi-
ness tax and have not yet done 
so, to commit to it now. 

“You committed to it two 
and a half years ago,” he said. 

“Let’s get to work.”
One of candidate To-

mas O’Grady’s mantras is: 
“Streamline, streamline, 
streamline,” and in this case, 
he said, is key to helping new 
businesses in Los Angeles. 

O’Grady spoke of his own 
experiences as a public educa-
tion advocate that have shown 
him, first hand, the issues in 
dealing with the city to get 
things done. As a result, he has 
a few solutions he would offer 
if elected. 

With his nonprofit En-
richLA, which builds gardens 
in public schools, O’Grady 
said it’s “really sad” that so 
much time is spent dealing 
with the city’s bureaucracy 
which gives he and his staff-
ers less time to actually doing 
their work. 

Working as a volunteer 
with Silver Lake’s Thomas 
Starr King Middle School, he 
said, he saw more successes 
working with the school once 
a number of administrative 
positions were eliminated due 
to budget cuts. 

“I think it’s because of 
that, not despite it, that the 
channels of getting things 
done were made simpler. I re-
ported as a volunteer directly 
to the principal. There wasn’t 
multiple channels to deal with 
and it meant we got more stuff 
done [and] we got it done fast-
er.”

O’Grady said getting gov-
ernment out of peoples’ ways is 
another key to progress in the 
city. But doing that is not as 
simple as just cutting jobs. The 
process must be improved, he 
said.  

Simplifying the permit-
ting process is critical, he said, 
and can be done so just by pre-
senting information to appli-
cants in a convenient way. For 
a new restaurant, for instance, 
there should be a single packet 
with all the required city per-
mit applications. O’Grady said 
he will have that ready “from 
day one in office,” and that it 
will be available electronical-

ly, to “help applicants. . . get 
[their] businesses open faster.” 

The current process is lu-
dicrous, said O’Grady, often 
forcing business owners to hire 
an “expeditor.” 

“You need to hire some-
one to take your hand and 
walk you through the bu-
reaucracy,” he said. “It’s 
almost laughable, like the 
end of the Roman Empire.” 

“This is what we’ve become? 
We’ve built such a massive 
bureaucracy, now we have 
to hire somebody to walk us 
through the bureaucracy.”

O’Grady said, if elected, 
his council office would be 
technologically superior to 
any other and will be one 
that leads by example. Staff 
would be equipped with 
touch pads to log constituent 

complaints with a routing 
app that would direct them 
instantly to the person, or 
department, to fix it. 

But that’s only step one, 
he said. He said he will also 
work to overhaul the entire 
system. 

“I will figure out why it is 
the constituent had to come to 
me in the first place,” he said. 

CD4 from page 19

see CD4 page 28



Event co-sponsored by SIlver Lake Neighborhood Council & Silver Lake Improvement Association

SHOP
LOCAL!

Starting
Nov. 28

shop at participating
local stores and
enter raffle for
awesome prizes

Tickets - $5

Shops
will be

open late!

BENEFITING

GRAND PRIZE:
A signed “Flea” Bass Guitar

Carolers start 
at Micheltorena

School
at 5:30pm

anyone can join in
email:

6pm
Tree lighting

at The Black Cat
hot cider &

holiday cookies

Raffle Drawing
7:00pm

at
Sunset Triangle 

Plaza

           sjhasman@
silverlakeconservatory.com
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Early Childhood Elementary Grades High School

Schedule a tour to see the Waldorf difference.
pasadenawaldorf.org  626-794-9564

Four more Enter CD4 Race
Meanwhile, Do or Die Signatures for Ballot 
Due by Dec. 3rd
By Colin Stutz, Ledger Senior Contributing Writer

Four new candidates have 
filed with the Los Angeles City 
Ethics Commission, allow-
ing them to begin campaign-
ing to represent City Council 
District 4 in next year’s March 
election. 

The newcomers are 
Charles Jackson, Rostom 
Sarkissian, Michael Schae-
fer and Eric Weyenberg, who 
filed paperwork on or close to 
the Nov. 8th candidate-filing 
deadline, bringing the total 
CD4 candidate pool to 18. 

But that number will like-
ly not hold, as Nov. 8th also 
marked the first day for candi-
dates to obtain and file nomi-
nating petitions. Each now 
have until Dec. 3rd to submit 
at least 500 valid signatures of 
registered voters from the dis-
trict and a $300 filing fee; or 
at least 1,000 valid signatures 
with no fee. It is expected not 
all will qualify.

Teddy Davis was the first 
of the candidates to file his 
completed petition, doing so 
on Nov. 17th with more than 
500 signatures and paying 
the fee. But competitor Steve 
Veres said since Davis filed the 
fewer amount of required sig-
natures, this isn’t a testament 
he’s a frontrunner. 

“The first one to 1,000 is 
probably more meaningful than 
the first one to 500,” he said. 
Veres added that he probably 
also had 500 signatures before 
Davis filed his petition, but 
wanted to go for the larger goal. 

The candidates are vying 
to fill a seat current council-
member Tom LaBonge will 
vacate next summer after 
14 years, due to term limits. 
CD4’s includes Hollywood 
Hills to Silver Lake as well as 
Miracle Mile, Hancock Park, 
Windsor Square and Larch-
mont Village neighborhoods. 
Sherman Oaks is also part of 

the district. 
Among the new candi-

dates, a number have had 
failed attempts at running for 
city council in recent history. 
Schaefer — who was a San 
Diego city councilmember 
50 years ago and later made 
considerable income in real 
estate ran briefly in last year’s 
Council District 13 election 
but failed to qualify with sig-
natures. A serial office seeker, 
Schaefer also attempted to run 
for Nevada state controller ear-
lier this year but was removed 
from the ballot after failing to 
meet the state’s two-year resi-
dency requirement. 

Jackson ran for CD4 in 
2011 but also failed to qualify. 
The former employee of 30 
years with the city’s Informa-
tion Technology Agency then 
became ill, he said, and bowed 
out of the race. He said, if 
elected this time around, he 
would be a one-term coun-
cilmember and would donate 
half his monthly paycheck to 
fixing potholes and other qual-
ity of life issues in the district. 

Sarkissian is a small busi-
ness owner, who over the last 
six years has worked as a con-
sultant to local nonprofits in 
developing and writing grants, 
providing small business mar-
keting consulting and has 
done political consulting for 
various candidates, includ-
ing presidency campaigns for 
Barack Obama, John Edwards 
and John Kerry. He has also 
been involved previously as a 
spokesperson for the Arme-
nian National Committee of 
America Western Region. 

Candidate Eric Weyen-
berg did not return multiple 
requests for an interview.

The election for CD4 as 
well as other even numbered 
city council seats will be in 
March 2015. Advertise in the Los Feliz Ledger (323) 644-5536
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[EDITORIAL] 

Atwater Council Votes Cars Over Kids
By Greg Brouwer

Wow, what a disap-
pointing first visit—in a long 
time—to the Atwater Village 
Neighborhood Council meet-
ing this week. They voted 
overwhelmingly to endorse a 
plan for the Hyperion Bridge 
retrofit that puts the impor-
tance of cars over kids. 

For those in the neighbor-
hood with kids who have not 
been following this issue—the 
Hyperion Bridge will be retro-
fitted, sometime soon. And on 
the plate right now there is an 
option that would reduce the 
number of vehicle lanes from 
four to three, causing cars to 
slow down to the speed limit 
instead of treating the bridge 
like a freeway. The option also 
provides a bike lane and nice 
wide sidewalks for pedestri-
ans. Pedestrians—such as the 
kids in this neighborhood—

currently have to walk 
over the “Death Bridge” to at-
tend Thomas Starr King Mid-
dle School and Marshall High 
School. 

Luckily the Silver Lake 
and Los Feliz neighborhood 
councils have both voted to 
approve an option that re-
duces the car lanes from four 
to three. 

But our gas-guzzling At-
water Village neighborhood 
council is the only one that 
has failed to see the need for 
pedestrian and bike safety on 
this bridge. 

Imagine if our council 
had the vision to see what the 
bridge could truly be—a gate-
way to a beautiful stretch of 
the Los Angeles River that is 
only going to get better over 
the next 20 years. Imagine, 
shopping on Glendale Boule-

vard, walking along the river 
and biking safely between riv-
erfront neighborhoods. 

Keeping the bridge in its 
current state—a short, dan-
gerous freeway between two 
pedestrian communities—
will not bring more business to 

our community, as our Atwa-
ter council has claimed. Turn-
ing the bridge into a riverfront 
destination, tying three awe-
some pedestrian communities 
together, this is what would 
bring more business to the 
community. Not to mention 
making it much safer for kids 
trying to cross the “Death 
Bridge.” 

For those who have never 

been to a neighborhood coun-
cil meeting, just thought I’d 
pass on my experience. Very 
disappointing. Of course this 
is just the plan our Atwater 
council has decided to en-
dorse. Let’s hope the Los An-
geles City Council has more 
vision.

Greg Brouwer is a resident of 
Atwater Village. 

[LETTER TO THE EDITOR]

Regarding “The LFIA 
Plays ‘Softball’ with the May-
or,” (November 2014) I am 
the villain. I allowed audi-
ence members in a Town Hall 
meeting last October with 
Mayor Eric Garcetti, to freely 
brooch their questions and 
personal concerns. 

As far as a missed oppor-
tunity to not pound the mayor 
with specific questions and re-
torts, again, I am the villain. 

Although it would be he-
roic to hold Garcetti’s feet to the 
bonfire and amass vigilant opin-
ion and pitchforks, we thought, 
what doesn’t the mayor hear 
about concerning Los Feliz that 
we can instantly profit from? 

Ah, the deodar trees. 

Make him commit to funds. 
Check. Ah, releasing the mon-
ey for Marshall High. Check. 

Doors. I’m in the business 
of opening them. There is noth-
ing more satisfying than open-
ing a door where someone inside 
might be willing to listen. 

Rather than hogging all 
the time with exclusive Los 
Feliz Improvement Assoc. 
concerns, we thought it better 
to serve Los Feliz individu-
als with access to the mayor 
completely, for which we were 
praised. 

May that have been the 
applause?

Patricia Ruben
Los Feliz Improvement Assoc.
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shine through  

With a 90 year history,  award-
winning senior living care, and a 
fresh outlook, Solheim offers the 

option to shine with a positive change 
and important support and resources.

Call 323-559-4926 today 
for an informative discussion and tour.

2236 Merton Ave
Eagle Rock CA 90041

(323) 559-4926
www.solheimlutheran.org

“I should not be involved. It 
is a waste of taxpayer money 
for the council office to be 
even picking up the phone to 
call about a repair or a com-
plaint or a pothole. Every time 
I get a complaint I will both 
fix the complaint and will also 
fix the reason why the com-
plaint came to my office to 
begin with, because [the caller 
wasn’t] getting service from 
the office that was supposed to 
deliver it.”

O’Grady blamed the sys-
tem, rather than individuals, 
for Los Angeles’ burdensome 
business bureaucracy. 

The health inspector, for 
instance, does not want deal-
ing with him to be confusing. 
“They don’t want to be the bad 
guy,” O’Grady said. “They are 
not conspiratorial in creating 
this sort of mess.”

 But so far, the city’s lead-
ership, he said, has not been 
inquisitive enough or inter-
ested enough to affect change 
and streamline the process. 

Under O’Grady, the CD4 
office would run off pilot pro-
grams, he said, so their mis-
takes would be contained and 
successes would be proven be-
fore applying them citywide. 

O’Grady additionally 
railed against the city’s busi-
ness tax, quoting an unknown 
constituent during the 2013 
mayoral election, as saying, 
“There’s only two people who 
can take money off the top: 
the mob and the city.” 

Sentiments such as this, 
have led to businesses moving 
to neighboring cities such as 
Glendale, Santa Monica and 
Burbank, he said, simply to 
avoid Los Angeles’ business 
tax. 

O’Grady said it needs to 
be eliminated but it can’t be-
cause the city has become “ad-
dicted to the cash.” 

“They need to pay for [for 
their own] bureaucracy,” he 
said.

The only solution, 
O’Grady said, is reducing the 
costs of services the city deliv-

ers so that it can do without 
that tax. Today, he said, he 
wouldn’t vote, as a council-
member, to get rid of the tax 
because that would only re-
duce city services.

A plan must be put in 
place, he said, “to deliver ser-
vices at a lower cost, and there-
fore we can start to phase [the 
business tax] out.”

O’Grady also criticized 
the city’s “minimum wage de-
bacle,” as he called it, where 
Mayor Eric Garcetti has pro-
posed the city gradually raise 
the minimum wage from the 
current $9 an hour to $13.25 
by 2017. 

“That’s a group of poli-
ticians who, for years, have 
made it confusing and dif-
ficult for people to open up 
businesses to create good pay-
ing jobs,” he said. “They are 
complicit in this, it’s not the 
businesses’ fault.”

O’Grady blamed Garcet-
ti and the city council that 
is exploring this option for 
not helping local schools bet-
ter educate students to make 
“real wages”  and continuing 
a “system of unsustainable 
economic practices” while 
continuing to require the 
gross receipts tax on these 
businesses. 

“And [city leaders] have 
the gall to congratulate them-
selves for telling businesses to 
dig deeper into their pockets 
to pay for a greater minimum 
wage,” he said. 

If the city were reward-
ing businesses for raising 
minimum wages by elimi-
nating their gross receipt tax, 
O’Grady said, then it would 
be a fair demand. As it is, he 
said, the city is only “passing 
the buck” on the problem.

“I am vehemently against 
any minimum wage increase 
that is not joined at the hip 
with an equivalent reform of 
the city bureaucracy and a 
reform of the mob-like gross 
receipts tax,” he said. “You’re 
not helping [workers], all you 
did is tell the businesses to pay 
them more. You need to help 
the businesses to pay them 

more. Stop taxing the busi-
nesses so the businesses can 
pay their workers more.”

While running his non-
profit, O’Grady said every day 
he sees the necessity for ef-
ficient finance management. 
Every dollar wasted, is one less 
dollar that won’t be spent on 
EnrichLA’s mission. 

“I get it,” he said. “I 
haven’t developed any bad 
habits that people in govern-
ment have developed. I never 
say—ever—’It can’t be done.’ 
I’ve run into lots of obstacles 
and I always say [they’re] not 
acceptable. I want a solution.”

Like other candidates, 
Tara Bannister believes 
streamlining the permitting 
process for small business 
owners requires a “one-stop-
shop,” currently unavailable 
through the city. She also said 
there should be a “guaranteed 
amount of time” it takes for a 
business owner to secure re-
quired permits. 

“The longer a business 
owner must wait before open-
ing its doors, the less likely 
that business will be success-
ful,” she said.   

Bannister said she was an 
“active part of the coalition” 
that made the last changes 
to Los Angeles business tax, 
including, she said, some im-
provements, for small busi-
ness. 

However, she said, those 
changes didn’t go far enough 
to eliminate the tax burden on 
small businesses.  

“Since those changes, the 
economy and business has 
dramatically changed,” she 
said.  “Los Angeles’ business 
tax  should incentivize start-
ups, capital improvements, 
capital expenditures, hiring 
workers, community needs, 
and keep business in Los An-
geles.”

 To help small businesses 
thrive, Bannister said the city 
has a responsibility to provide 
safe neighborhoods and good 
streets and sidewalks.

Harkening back to her 
“one-stop-shop” idea, she 
said: It is very hard to create 

a business, keep it profitable 
and grow. For those Angeli-
nos willing to begin a busi-
ness venture, we should be-
gin a partnership where the 
city listens and provides as-
sistance. Businesses and the 
city, she said, [should be] in 
partnership to create a safe, 
healthy and prosperous Los 
Angeles.

Candidate Oscar Win-
slow said his first efforts, if 
elected, would be to establish 
a “business round table” of 
business leaders from various 
chambers of commerce and 
business improvement dis-
tricts to open dialogue over 
problems small business own-
ers are facing to work on estab-
lishing solutions.

He additionally said he 
would like to create a system 
where he can reach out to every 
business in the council district 
four. General surveys, he said, 
are too small of a sample size, 
and instead he would make 
personal contact with business 
owners to address their needs 
accordingly. 

Realistically, he said, he 
may not be able to meet meet 
every business owner in per-
son, but at least there could 
be an online system to open 
dialogue. 

Like other candidates, 
Winslow said the city should 
work to change the way busi-
ness owners perceive their 
business tax, that he said, is 
currently viewed as a “punitive 
program.”

 “It feels like the city is 
basically punishing business 
owners for starting up a busi-
ness,” he said.

To amend this percep-
tion, he said, the city needs to 
let small business owners that 
they are there to support them 
and helping them grow their 
business with more customers. 

“With that theory of es-
tablishing an open channel 
of communication,” he said, 
“we need to look at is are we 
having a conversation? Are we 
talking to these people?”

Additionally, Winslow 
said the city could create in-

centives for small businesses 
where tax breaks come with 
specific action, such as hiring 
a certain number of employees 
and establishing marketing 
that makes your Los Angeles-
based business look more ap-
pealing than doing business in 
alternative locations, such as 
Burbank, Glendale or Santa 
Monica. 

“The ultimate goal,” he 
said, “is to bring in consumers 
from all of these other cities. 
We want to grab them to shop, 
to spend money, to do their 
business locally.” 

Winslow also envisions as-
sisting storefronts by improv-
ing the very environment in 
which they are located. 

“Business owners dictate 
what their business looks like 
from the inside,” he said. “[The 
city] can dictate what that area 
looks like from the outside,” 
like ensuring sidewalks look 
better. “That makes the store-
fronts look better and the area 
look better, so consumers feel 
like when I want to go hang 
out that’s where I want to go 
go. That’s the place where I 
want to be.”

Winslow emphasized 
“communication” as a major 
touchstone in his campaign, 
saying city hall can’t cre-
ate policies based on what it 
“thinks” needs to be done. 
Instead, the city’s politicians, 
he said, must create poli-
cies based on what they’ve 
learned from constituents. 
Only then, he said, will we 
actually know what the city’s 
needs are. 

Regarding the city’s busi-
ness tax, Winslow said he is 
hesitant to commit himself to 
any action too early. Instead, 
he said, he needs to be elected 
first to research the issue and 
then be trusted to make the 
right decisions. 

“I’d love to be able to say, 
‘OK, we need to do this exact 
thing,’” he said. “But one of 
the things that I want to stay 
away from is saying, ‘This is 
what we need to do’ before 
we’ve done full research,” on 
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Ask me now 
how I’m 

different from 
the rest

Gail Crosby
Sotheby’s 

International Realty
1801 Hillhurst Ave, 

Los Angeles, CA 90027

323/428-2864
GailCrosby@aol.com

BRE: 01377453

ASK GAIL

Happy New Year!

Griffith Park Adult Community Center Calendar

Sunset Hall - Curriculum and Advocacy 

Wednesday, December 17, 
12:00 – 3:00, Lunch, General Meeting, 

and Program at Friendship Auditorium
Sign up for lunch at GPACC.  

Program: Holiday Celebration with Sing along 
and Live Music by the “Giving Music” organization

Try Tai Chi at GPACC to improve your balance, muscle strength 
and flexibility, every Monday from 3:00 – 4:00, $20/month

Contact Griffith Park Adult Community Center (GPACC) at 
(323) 644-5579 or stop by at 3203 Riverside Dr., in the parking 
lot of Friendship Auditorium south of Los Feliz Blvd. to get a 

schedule of classes and events
3203 Riverside Drive, just south of Los Feliz Blvd.
* Call for info and reservations (323) 644-5579

Lunch Program: Mon.-Fri., GPACC, 
11:30 AM sign in, Noon lunch, Donation under 60 $4, 60+ $2

GPAC Club Info and Newsletter: 
Stephanie Vendig, (323) 667-3043 or vendig@sbcglobal.net.

Join GPAC Club: Only $15/year for trips and news. 
For information on trips, call Doris Slater, (323) 667-1879

Programs for 
free-thinking seniors 

(323) 660-5277

Conversational 
Spanish at GPACC on 
Wednesdays

Thanks to our ad sponsor Sunset Hall. They offer...
[SENIOR mOmENTS]

Preventing That Fall
By Stephanie Vendig, Ledger Columnist

We know 
that living 
past our 80s 

is becoming more common, 
but the question keeps coming 
up, in what shape? After all, 
we still “age.”  

I think I am doing quite 
well for 78 years, but the no-
tion that I have osteoporosis 
was my wake-up call. This 
condition is not life threaten-
ing, but decreased bone den-
sity can make my bones easily 
susceptible to breaking, and 
therefore it is a threat if I fall. 

Besides calcium, vitamin 
D, and Fosamax, the main ad-
vice I’ve thus far received was 
“movement,” meaning weight 
bearing and balance exercises. 
I even hired local Matt Vinci 
as a coach, to help me learn 
the best techniques of these 

exercises. Matt’s specialty is 
working with older people. 
After working with him for 
over a year, I highly recom-
mend him. Programs at the 
Griffith Park Adult Commu-
nity Center and other senior 
facilities that improve mobili-
ty, balance, agility, and muscle 
strength are another valuable 
means of preventing falls.

However, as with every-
thing else, aging doesn’t occur 
in a straight line. People of all 
ages will trip over something 
or lose their balance at some 
time, but people over 64 are 

especially vulnerable to the 
consequences of falling.  

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, falls are the leading 
cause of injury-related death 
for those over 65. More than 
2.4 million people over that 
age were treated in emergency 
departments for injuries from 
falls in 2012 alone.  

Two articles in The New 
York Times from Novem-
ber highlighted the problem. 
Whether it is in our houses, 
where most falls occur, or in 
retirement communities, the 
design of a building may not 
be focused on safety needs, 
like special lighting, railings, 
secured furniture or carpet-
ing appropriate for “shuffling 
feet,” for example. One needs 
to identify these hazards. 

Perhaps at one time you 
could maneuver around stuff 
on the floor, but not now. And 
can we learn to use canes and 
walkers to provide stability for 
our body while not getting 
tripped up by some unexpect-
ed household hazard, like the 
fringe of an area rug?

There also needs to be 
awareness of the side effects 
of our medications that can 
sometimes cause dehydra-
tion that results in dizziness 
or light-headedness. Diabetes, 
heart disease, stroke, arthritis 
and Parkinson’s disease—in-

cluding the medications for 
these diseases—are all linked 
to falls.

However, it is important 
to recognize, that as we age, 
our muscle mass decreases 
more rapidly when we are sed-
entary. Our muscle strength 
allows us to catch our falls be-
fore collapsing, maintain our 
balance, or get up on our own. 

Consider this quote: 
“Though the risk of a fall in-
creases significantly once peo-
ple reach their 80s, researchers 
have found that people 85 and 
older in excellent health have 
no greater risk than someone 
20 years younger.”  Can we 
be motivated to do something 
that would save us from need-
less suffering? 

According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, falls are the 
leading cause of injury-related death 

for those over 65. more than 2.4 million 
people over that age were treated in 
emergency departments for injuries 

from falls in 2012 alone.  

the issue.  
That said, on the subject 

of local business tax, he did 
have this to offer.

“Our taxes are unreason-
able,” he said. “We need to 
look at what the surrounding 
cities are doing and we need to 
match or do better than what 
they are doing.”

Doing so, Winslow said, 
would keep business owners 
wanting to be in Los Angeles 
the ability to do so. 

“I know those business-
es would prefer to be in the 
city of Los Angeles,” he said. 
“And if we match [what other 

nearby cities assess in taxes], 
we’ll hopefully get those 
businesses to move to Los 
Angeles. If we beat them, we 
will can businesses to relo-
cate to out city.”  

Winslow said he looks at 
“business health” in the way 
he looks at “personal health” 
where the city would keep “a 
good diet and have a steady 
exercise regiment of support 
for businesses by keeping com-
munication open and working 
to address the community’s is-
sues regularly, not just once a 
year.”

He said he has heard, too 
often while walking the dis-

trict, business owners com-
plain that one from the city is 
listening to them. 

“That attitude is what 
drives businesses out of the 
city,” he said. 

Winslow was also equally 
reluctant to commit to any 
specifics over the minimum 
wage issue, he said, until all 
the research has been exhaust-
ed. The problem, he said, is 
minimum wage workers who 
cannot support themselves 
while not wanting to overly 
burden business owners on 
wages, that ultimately makes 
them close up shop. 

“My job as city coun-

cil person is not to rubber 
stamp everything the mayor 
says and it is not to fight the 
mayor at every turn,” he said. 
“What it is, though, is to do 
the research and determine 
what’s best for the people of 
my district and the people of 
the city of Los Angeles… I 
need to get into that [coun-
cil] seat and do that research 
to find out what is best for 
both of those groups.”

Candidate Wally Knox 
said his experience in politics, 
specifically as the Chair of the 
Revenue and Taxation Com-
mittee of the California State 
Assembly for two years, makes 

answering the question about 
the city’s business tax easy.

“I know a thing or two 
about taxes,” he said. “I can 
tell you that Los Angeles’ 
business tax, the appropri-
ately named “gross receipts” 
tax, is the dumbest of all 
taxes. Literally, every dime 
that comes into a business is 
taxed. That’s what “gross re-
ceipts” means. The concept 
makes no sense.”

Knox said the solution is 
for the city to treat business 
taxes like personal taxes. 

“The taxes we pay as in-
dividuals allow us to make 
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It begins with the right setting. Comfortable 
surroundings that please the eye and senses. A responsive 
staff for resident support needs, with a licensed nurse  
on-site 24/7. Professionally guided fitness and therapy 
for an active lifestyle. Delicious, chef-prepared cuisine. 
Concierge and transportation services. Enriching activities 
for mind, body and spirit. What happens next is up to you. 
After all, it’s your story.

Distinctive Residential Settings  
Chef-Prepared Dining and Bistro 

Award-Winning Memory Care 
Premier Programs for Health and Wellness

Therapy and Rehabilitation Services
 

RCFE Lic 197608468, 197608466, 197608467, 198601646, 197608291, 565801746 © 2014 Belmont Village, L.P.

belmontvillage.com
Burbank (818) 972-2405
Encino (818) 788-8870

Hollywood Hills (323) 874-7711
Rancho Palos Verdes (310) 377-9977

Westwood (310) 475-7501
Thousand Oaks  (805) 496-9301

Let us help make 
this chapter  
one of your best.

Winner of the George Mason University Healthcare Award for the Circle of Friends©

memory program for Mild Cognitive Impairment. Provider to the NFL Player Care Plan.

Happy Holidays from Belmont Village!

LozFeliz_12_2014_chapter.indd   1 11/17/14   3:36 PM

our religious faith; our racial, 
ethnic, or national, heritage; or 
our love for a bygone television 
program and its promotion of 
“festivus” (those born before 
the Seinfeld generation should 
Google this holiday), we all 
have ways of celebrating and 
observing.  

Some may involve get-
ting together with family; 
others may involve times of 
solitary reflection; still others 
partake in great community 
feasts. Each of these traditions 
and customs should be cel-
ebrated and embraced, just as 
the rich cultural and religious 
diversity of our district should 
be embraced as well.  

After all, the earliest 
founders of this country sur-
vived by uniting with a group 
of people that were different 
from them, setting aside hos-
tilities, and joining in a feast 
together.  I encourage each of 
you to take the time to get to 
know a neighbor, and perhaps, 
share, too, in feast with them.

As always, I am truly 

thankful to serve in the Cali-
fornia State Legislature, and I 
wish you all a joy-filled holi-
day season.  We will be work-
ing through the winter to help 
constituents with any prob-
lems pertaining to state ser-
vices or state issues, so please 
feel free to call my district of-
fice at (818) 558-3043 or visit 
my website at asm.ca.gov/gatto 
if you need anything.  And re-
member, no matter what holi-
days you celebrate, it’s impor-
tant that your voice is heard in 
the Capitol.  If you or someone 
you know is not registered to 
vote, you can now do so on-
line, by visiting http://register-
tovote.ca.gov/.

 
Mike Gatto is the Chair-

man of the Appropriations 
Committee in the California 
State Assembly and joint au-
thor of the 2014 Water Bond.   
He represents the Los Angeles 
neighborhoods of Atwater Vil-
lage, East Hollywood, Frank-
lin Hills, Hollywood Hills, Los 
Feliz, and Silver Lake, among 
others. @MikeGatto 
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deductions,” Knox said, “and 
businesses should be permit-
ted to fully deduct their ex-
penses.  

He suggests the city adopt 
taxing businesses “net re-
ceipts,” like the way the state 
and federal governments tax 
businesses.  

But there’s a catch. 
Knox points to Califor-

nia’s tax law that says cities are 
prohibited from taxing busi-
nesses on their income except 
if they tax gross receipts.  

“When I was in state gov-
ernment,” he said, “cities were 
not raising this as an issue and 
the needed change could not 
be made.  But, as your council 
member, I will lead the fight 
to get the state code amended 
to permit local taxes on busi-
nesses’ net receipts.” 

After such a new tax base 
would be created, Knox said 
it’s important the city 

not create another confus-
ing set of tax rules for busi-
nesses to suffer through.  

“Keep it simple,” he said 
and offers to do so would be to 
“piggy back” on the taxes paid 
by businesses to the state and 
federal government and sim-
ply levy a small percentage of 
those as our local tax.  

“Businesses will love hav-

ing a city tax form that is two 
sentences long,” he said.

On a final note, Knox said 
the notion of abolishing Los 
Angeles’ business tax entirely, 
is “wishful thinking.”  

“That tax raises about 
$400 million a year,” he said. 
“Where would you cut $400 
million of city services to fill 
that hole? Street repair? Police? 
Fire? The better idea by far is 
to replace the gross receipts tax 
with a net receipts tax.”

In reference to helping en-
trepreneurship in Los Angeles, 
Knox said he has experience in 
that as well as he has started 
a business and said he “had to 
suffer through the process” of 
the city’s “gauntlet of bureau-
cracies.”

Like other candidates, 
Knox said the single problem 
is dealing with separate bu-
reaucracies that do not coop-
erate among themselves and 
often give you directly contra-
dictory advice. 

“In the past, city officials 
have tried sweeping reforms 
of this complex system.   Ev-
ery reform has failed…because 
they were ‘one-shot’ attempts 
at reform.”

What Knox recommends 
is the adopt what the private 
sector has been doing for de-
cades, called “Continuous Im-

provement” in which improv-
ing city’s services becomes an 
expected part of the job.  

“Believe me, getting that 
ethic into the City’s culture 
will take years!” he said, “and 
I fully intend to devote part of 
every week of every year I am 
in office to driving that pro-
cess forward.”

Knox said he had a similar 
approach when he was in the 
State Legislature.  

“Our state highway bu-
reaucracy, Caltrans, was tak-
ing far too long and spending 
far too much building needed 
highways. But they contended 
there were no improvements 
to be made,” in their own pro-
cess of doing so. “So I wrote 
legislation (AB 405) that 
forced them to try a radically 
new procedure of construction 
on twelve test projects. It did 
not take long for Caltrans to 
realize that the new method 
delivered highways a year or 
more faster than before and 
under cost.”

New candidates: Charles 
Jackson, Rostom Sarkissian, 
Michael Schaefer and Eric 
Weyenberg will be included in 
future “issues” stories on the 
starting with our January 2015 
edition. 

This story was edited by Al-
lison B. Cohen. 
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Keller  Williams
1660 Hillhurst Avenue, 
Los Angeles, CA 90027

323.668.7600
georgeandeileen.com

Los Feliz • Silver Lake • Franklin Hills • Franklin Square • Atwater Village • Echo Park • Beachwood Canyon

In Escrow

2459 Hidalgo Avenue        Silver Lake Hills     $1,300,000
Silver Lake Hills fourplex with views on a lovely cul-de-sac in a 
great residential neighborhood next door to a home that just 
sold for close to $2M. Excellent owner user or investment 
opportunity. 3+2, 2 story townhouse style unit (will be vacant 
at the close) + 3 large 1+1 units w/lots of upside potential + a 
addt’l studio apt. 4 covered parking spaces. Apprx 3968 sq ft + 
studio. Close to many Silver Lake hot spots & downtown.

1928 Myra Avenue             Los Feliz                       $715,000 
Located on a wonderful street in a great neighborhood, this 
1939 built Traditional home is ready for it’s facelift to uncover 
all the beauty and charm that once was here! Courtyard entry 
with large living room, views and a fireplace. Nice dining room. 
Kitchen with breakfast area. 2 bedrooms, 1.5 baths plus a family 
room. Hardwood floors. Garage with direct access. Approx 1455 
sq ft& 4999 lot. Probate sale. Final sales price is now $715,000

434 Norwich            West Hollywood               $1,095,000 
Walk past the picket fence to enjoy this adorable 1910 built 
cottage located on one of the most desirable streets in West 
Hollywood. This home offers 3 bedrooms and 1.5 baths, quaint 
kitchen, central air and heat, tankless water heater and double 
paned windows throughout. The 2 car garage is being used for 
a great home office. Approx 1,123  sq ft. Located near all the 
best that West Hollywood has to offer. This home exudes charm!

Sold

In Escrow

George & Eileen Moreno Realtors - trusted names in 
Real Estate since 1995 with almost 1,000 properties 
sold! We look forward to hearing from you if we can 
assist you with buying or selling your property.

1929 Monon Street               Los Feliz                      $5,000 
Newly restored 1960’s 3+3.5 2-story home located on a lovely 
cul-de-sac. Eat-in kitchen with new cabinets and appliances 
opens to family room with fireplace. Spacious LR. Master has 
private bath with huge shower and double sinks. Third 
bedroom downstairs plus home office and 3/4 bath. Newly 
refinished blonde hardwood floors. 2 car garage with direct 
access. Central AC & heat. Franklin school district.  Gorgeous!

For Lease

1929 Monon Street               Los Feliz               $1,095,000 
Newly restored 1960’s 3+3.5 2-story home located on a lovely 
cul-de-sac. Eat-in kitchen with new cabinets and appliances 
opens to family room with fireplace. Spacious LR. Master has 
private bath with huge shower and double sinks. Third 
bedroom downstairs plus home office and 3/4 bath. Newly 
refinished blonde hardwood floors. 2 car garage with direct 
access. Central AC & heat. Franklin school district.  Gorgeous!

Sold

Wishing You A
Wonderful Holiday Season!

from The Moreno’s
George, Eileen, Laura, Michael

& Daisy!


