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[LETTER FROm THE PUBLISHER] 

Our front cover this 
month depicts the various 
front pages and stories we 
published in 2014, including: 
U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (D-
Burbank) and NASA astro-
naut Tracy Caldwell Dyson’s 
visit to Echo Park’s Logan 
Street Elementary School; the 
Hyperion Bridge seismic ret-
rofit; the Los Angeles Police 

Department’s $50,000 reward 
for the arrest and conviction 
of the murderer of Joseph 
Gatto, a case still unsolved; 
the Los Angeles City Coun-
cil’s approval of youth baseball 
fields at Crystal Springs and a 
performance stage in Griffith 
Park and the subsequent law-
suits now filed against both 
projects; Los Angeles’ ongo-

ing drought; the renovation 
of the Ferraro Soccer Fields in 
Griffith Park; the proposals by 
Live Nation and Nederlander 
for the future management of 
the Greek Theater and various 
moments in time, like a sun-
set at Echo Park Lake and a 
summer free performance of 
the Independent Shakespeare 
Company in Griffith Park.  
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Stories in Review
A look back at some of the stories we 
covered in 2014
By Ryan White and Ameera Butt

mILLENNIUm HOLLYWOOD 
The storyline of the Millen-
nium Hollywood high-rise de-
velopment was dominated this 
past year by the ongoing tug-
of-war between the project’s 
developers, who insist no ac-
tive earthquake faults underlie 
the property, and on the other 
side, opposition groups and 
the state geologist, who have 
both come to a very different 
conclusion.

Central to the debate was 
the state’s release of new earth-
quake fault zone maps for the 
Hollywood area. Last January, 
a preliminary version of the 
map was released, which de-
picted an active fault coursing 
beneath the Capitol Records 
building and the Millennium 
property near Yucca Street and 
Argyle Avenue.

In May, the developers 
announced they would dig 
trenches and conduct exten-
sive soil testing on the site 
to further determine if any 
faults bisected the property. 
After the additional tests were 
completed, the Millennium’s 
consultants concluded that no 
active faults were present and 
lobbied the state to amend its 
map accordingly.

That didn’t happen. In ear-
ly November, the state released 
the final version of its map, 
which still depicted the Hol-
lywood fault running through 
a portion of the Millennium’s 
4.5-acre property, where de-
velopers want to build 35- and 
39-story high-rises featuring 
nearly 500 residential units, 
200 luxury hotel rooms, com-
mercial space and restaurants. 
At the time of the final map’s 
release, state geologist John 
Parrish said he’d concluded 
there was an active fault run-
ning through the area.

Meanwhile, project oppo-
nents in the Stop the Millen-
nium group have continued to 
demand a halt to the project, 
both through the media and 
via a pending lawsuit. The 
group lost an ally on Dec. 9th, 
when the adjacent W Hotel 

at Hollywood and Vine dis-
missed its lawsuit against the 
project. 

“[W]e alone must now 
carry all the issues as we go 
forth to trial in April 2015,” 
said Stop the Millennium’s at-
torney Robert Silverstein in a 
Dec. 11th blog post.

The project now rests in 
the hands of the Los Angeles 
Dept. of Building and Safety, 
where city officials will review 
the available geological data 
and test results before decid-
ing whether the developers 
have met their obligation to 
prove the project doesn’t sit 
atop active fault-lines. State 
law forbids new construction 
directly over an active fault.

BEACHWOOD 
“HOLLYWOOD SIGN” 
GRIDLOCK
Residents suffering from the 
growing visitor deluge plagu-
ing upper Beachwood Canyon 
in recent years enjoyed a bit 
of a reprieve that began last 
February, after the city tem-
porarily closed the trailhead 
gate that leads to immensely 
popular vistas of the Holly-
wood sign.

The entrance to the Hol-
lyridge trailhead was closed as 
work crews constructed a new 
gate at the end of Beachwood. 
The city has permanently 
closed the former dirt park-
ing area at the road’s end, and 
now only Sunset Ranch clients 
are allowed to drive through. 
A separate pedestrian entrance 
allows foot traffic into the park 
from 5 a.m. to 10:30 p.m.

The gate project suffered a 
series of delays over the course 
of the year after the city opted 
to redesign the gate to make 
it electronically automated. 
While the project is now com-
plete, the city has held off on 
reopening the trailhead un-
til the Los Angeles Dept. of 
Transportation finishes the in-
stallation of eight preferential 
parking districts (PPDs) on 
nearby neighborhood streets. 

see YEAR IN REVIEW page 26

The Millenium Hollywood project continues to spark debate between develop-
ers and opposition groups regarding earthquake fault-lines.
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LFVBID Ballots Need to Be 
Returned by Jan. 5th
By Bruce Haring, Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELIZ—The Los Feliz 
Village Business Improvement 
District (LFVBID) has an-
nounced that 13 candidates 
are running for its seven open 
seats. Election ballots are in 
the mail to LFVBID mem-
bers and must be returned by 
Mon., Jan. 5th. 

Ballot tallying will occur 
shortly after that deadline, ac-
cording to LFVBID president 
Chris Serrano, with the exact 
timing of the count depending 
on the availability of LFVBID 
secretary Jessica Peart. She, 
Serrano and an outside ob-
server—which Serrano said is 
likely to be Christina Moses, 
the president of 3 Shades De-
sign, a local marketing firm—
will certify the results. 

Elected candidates will be 
notified immediately, Serrano 
said. Results will be publicly 
announced at the first LFV-
BID meeting of 2015, Wed., 
Jan. 14th. 

Candidates for the open 
seats include Marci Siegel of 
Co-Op 28; Liana Cryna of 
Coldwell Banker; Dustin Lan-
caster of Covell; Felicia Howe 
of Primrose Salon; John Abreu 
of Berkshire Hathaway; War-

ner Ebbink of Little Dom’s; 
Claudia Hipolito of Coldwell 
Banker; Liza Shtromberg of 
Liza Shtromberg Jewelry; An-
drew Marlin of Heretic Salon; 
Allison Cohen of the Los Fe-
liz Ledger; Ben Proudfoot of 
Breakwater Studios; Nicholas 
Monteer of Coldwell Banker 
and Coby Goodman of Bling 
Circus. 

Of those candidates, Lan-
caster, Abreu and Hipolito are 
current LFVBID boardmem-
bers running for re-election. 
The full board has 13 seats, 
each serving a two-year term. 

The LFVBID is focused 
on issues regarding businesses 
in Los Feliz Village, which is 
paralleled by Vermont Avenue 
to the west and Hillhurst Av-
enue to the east.  It has over 
250 members in its district, 
including merchants on por-
tions of Hollywood and Los 
Feliz boulevards and Sunset 
Drive as well as many adjacent 
streets. 

The LFVBID adminis-
trates an annual budget, of 
about $80,000, that is paid 
through mandatory assess-
ments from local businesses 
within its boundaries. 

Oversight Group To Evaluate Greek Proposals 
By Bruce Haring, Ledger Contributing Writer

GRIFFITH PARK—A group 
called “The Los Angeles Bud-
get Advocates” has called for 
an “independent and transpar-
ent” analysis of the proposals 
currently under consideration 
for the future operation of the 
Greek Theatre.

The ad-hoc group, which 
includes two representatives 
from each of Los Angeles’ over 
90 neighborhood councils, is 
designed to relay community 
input on budget items to the 
Mayor and Los Angeles City 
Council. 

The Greek Theatre con-
tract generates the largest 
amount of revenue for the 
city’s Dept. of Recreation and 
Parks outside of golf fees.

The analysis would be an-

other step toward more public 
accounting on the particulars 
of the Greek Theatre’s man-
agement future, which has 
been a contentious public issue 
for several months. 

The city’s Recreation and 
Parks Commissioners reviewed 
proposals from incumbent 
Nederlander—who partnered 
with Anschutz Entertainment 
Group to bolster its bid—and 
Live Nation at three fall public 
hearings, eventually voting to 
recommend to the city council 
to enter into negotiations with 
Live Nation. 

Nederlander’s current 
contract with the city to oper-
ate the Greek expires in Octo-
ber 2015.

Community input and 

review of the both proposals 
has been a sore point since 
they Nederlander and Live 
Nation were announced as 
vying for the bid. Some have 
said community organiza-
tions, such as the Los Fe-
liz Neighborhood Council 
(LFNC), have been left out 
of the dialogue. 

 “No one has come to us,” 
said LFNC President Linda 
Demmers. “No one.”

LFNC Vice President 
of Administration, Mark F. 
Mauceri, said the “city needs 
to go back and do their due 
diligence,” and noted that 
a previous letter from the 
LFNC detailing its concerns 
on the proposals has gone un-
answered.

LFVBID Cancels Street Fair For 2nd Consecutive Year 
By Bruce Haring, Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELIZ—The Los Feliz 
Village Street Fair has been 
cancelled for 2015 although 
its sponsor remains open to 
potentially holding the event 
in 2016.

According to the Los Fe-
liz Village Business Improve-
ment’s governing board, the 

cancellation is partially a re-
sponse to successful smaller 
events staged by the organiza-
tion in 2014.

The Los Feliz Street Fair, 
which was also not held last 
year, has been dogged by vari-
ous issues, including questions 
about its value to businesses in 

the area and that it has been 
increasingly expensive to stage. 

According to the LFV-
BID’s governing board, the 
plan is to continue with small-
er events and discuss a poten-
tial revival of the street fair 
when a new board is seated in 
January. 
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[CD 4 ELECTION] 

march Ballot Set With 14 Candidates
By Colin Stutz, Ledger Senior Contributing Writer

Fourteen candidates re-
main in the race to represent 
City Council District 4 (CD4), 
one of which will replace 
termed-out Tom LaBonge in 
the March 3, 2015 election.

CD4 includes Hollywood 
Hills to Silver Lake as well as 
Miracle Mile, Hancock Park, 
Windsor Square and Larch-
mont Village neighborhoods. 

Sherman Oaks is also part of 
the district.

Though the number had 
swelled to 18 as of November, 
several who had submitted 
paperwork to the City Eth-
ics Commission to fundraise 
failed to qualify for the ballot. 
They failed to submit nominat-
ing petitions with at least 500 
valid signatures of registered 
voters from the district with a 
filing fee; or at least 1,000 valid 
signatures with no fee.

Still CD4 remains by far 
the most crowded of the 2015 
city and Los Angeles Uni-
fied School District elections, 
more than doubling any other 
contest. As it is unlikely any 
one candidate will receive 
more than 50% of the votes in 
March, a runoff general elec-
tion of the top-two vote get-
ters is expected May 19th. 

Just five of the candidates 
managed to secure the 1,000 
signatures and avoid paying 
the $300 filing fee: attorney 
Wally Knox; nonprofit direc-
tor and entrepreneur Tomás 
O’Grady; chief of staff to Los 
Angeles City Council District 
5 Councilmember Paul Koretz 
Joan Pelico; LaBonge’s former 
chief of staff Carolyn Ramsay 

and Los Angeles Commu-
nity College District Board 
of Trustees member and vice 
president Steve Veres. 

Hitting that 1,000-signa-
ture benchmark is not just a 
point of pride for candidates. It 
also qualifies them for greater 
city matching funds. Whereas 
candidates submitting just 
500 signatures and pay the fee 

qualify for 1:1 city matching 
on qualifying contributions in 
both the March and, if neces-
sary, the May election, those 
proving greater support with 
more signatures receive match-
ing funds at 2:1 and then 4:1 in 
the respective elections.

Up to $250 of each con-
tribution counts toward these 
thresholds. City matching 
funds will max out at $100,000 
for each candidate for the 
March election and $125,000 
for May. These funds to candi-
dates are paid out of the city’s 
Matching Funds Trust Fund. 

The candidates who quali-
fied with at least 500 valid sig-
natures and paid the fee are: 
Vice President West for the 
National Apartment Assoc. 
Tara Bannister; community 
advocate and businessman Jay 
Beeber; attorney and educator 
Teddy Davis; businesswoman 
and community leader Sheila 
Irani; vapor advocate Step 
Jones; marketing executive 
Fred Mariscal; small business 
owner Rostom “Ross” Sarkis-
sian; public interest advocate 
Mike Schaefer and communi-
ty health director David Ryu. 

Oscar Winslow, a Los An-
geles deputy city attorney, was 

the only candidate to submit a 
nominating petition but fail to 
qualify. At the last contribu-
tion-filing period ending Sept. 
30th, he had raised more than 
$11,000 for his campaign. 
As with any candidate whose 
campaign ends with money 
remaining, he has the option 
to either donate left over funds 
to a non-profit of his choosing 

or return the funds to donors. 
The order candidates’ 

names will be listed on the 
ballot was also selected in De-
cember, decided by a random 
public drawing conducted by 
Los Angeles City Clerk Holly 
L. Wolcott. 

Per this drawing, Ryu’s 
name will be listed first—giv-
ing a slight, proven advantage 
to the current reported leading 
fundraiser. Veres’ name will 
be last on the ballot.

CD4 remains by far the most crowded of the 2015 city and 

Los Angeles Unified School District elections, more than doubling 

any other contest. As it is unlikely any one candidate will receive 

more than 50% of the votes in march, a runoff general election of 

the top-two vote getters is expected may 19th. 

LFNC Sets 
Details For 
CD4 “Candidate 
Caucus”
By Bruce Haring
Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELIZ—The Los Fe-
liz Neighborhood Council 
(LFNC) will hold a “Candi-
date Caucus” at the John Mar-
shall High School Auditorium 
Sun., Feb. 15th.

The forum, which will fea-
ture a moderated debate among 
the 14 candidates for Tom La-
Bonge’s termed-out council dis-
trict 4 seat on the Los Angeles 
City Council, will be one of 
several held by neighborhood 
organizations in the district 
during the spring. The LFNC 
authorized the committee orga-
nizing the debate to spend up to 
$1,000 on publicity and other 
needed expenses.

Council District 4 in-
cludes Los Feliz, Hancock 
Park, Windsor Square, Wind-
sor Village, Larchmont Vil-
lage, Wilshire Park, Sycamore 
Square, Fremont Place, Mira-
cle Mile, Hollywood, Studio 
City and Sherman Oaks.

The election is March 3rd. 
At the end of his term, La-
Bonge will have served in the 
role for nearly 14 years.

[RETAIL THERAPY]

Hotel Covell: 
A New Boutique 
Hotel Opens 
Above Bar 
Covell
By Kathy A. mcDonald
Ledger Columnist

LOS FELIZ—Restaurateur and 
entrepreneur Dustin Lancast-
er of Bar Covell and El Con-
dor and L&E Oyster Bar in 
Silver Lake wants to welcome 
your overnight guests. 

In January, the five-suite 
Hotel Covell will open above 
the popular Hollywood Bou-
levard wine and beer bar. Once 
apartments, the five suites—
now with kitchenettes—have 
been completely remade into 
chic places to “sip and stay,” 
with views of the surround-
ing neighborhood and Griffith 
Observatory.

“It’s very highly designed 
but also approachable,” said 
Lancaster of the boutique 
property. “I want people to 
feel like they never want to 
leave.” 

The hotel has a vintage-
meets-rustic modern residen-
tial look inspired, in part, by 
the Chateau Marmont and 

see HOTEL page 9
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• Partnerships with Local Businesses 

• $300,000 Annually for Local Improvement Projects 

• Community Pre-Sale Tickets 

• 2,000 Complimentary Community Tickets Annually 

• 2,000 Complimentary Student Tickets Annually 

• $10 Million More in Total Investment 

• $40 Million in Capital Improvements 

• State-of-the-Art Audio & Visual Equipment 

• Compliance with All Noise Ordinances  

• Commitment to Sustainable Practices 

• More Event Shuttles and Pick Up Locations 

• Improved Disability Access 

LIVE NATION’S  
COMMITMENT TO THE COMMUNITY: 

Learn More at  
ABetterGreek.com 

Live Nation is committed to setting a higher standard of excellence at the Greek Theatre for fans, 
neighbors, and all of Los Angeles. Learn more & show your support at ABetterGreek.com. 

Changes on LFNC Governing Board
By Bruce Haring, Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELIZ—District D has a 
new representative on the Los 
Feliz Neighborhood Council 
(LFNC). 

Chris Lim, an attorney 
who is a 10-year resident of 
Los Feliz, was accepted to the 
board by an 11-1 vote, with 
one abstention. Lim and his 
wife have a daughter attending 
Franklin Elementary School.

Brian Cornelius, formerly 
of developer Caruso Affiliated, 

will no longer be represent-
ing District A on the LFNC. 
Citing her bylaw privileges, 
LFNC President Linda Dem-
mers said she would remove 
Cornelius for non-attendance.  

Three unexcused absences 
are grounds for removal from 
the LFNC, according to Dem-
mers. Those interested in the 
now vacant seat can visit lfnc.
org for details on seeking ap-
pointment to the board. 

LFVBID In the Black 
But Considering Raising Fees in 2015
By Bruce Haring, Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELIZ—The Los Feliz 
Village Business Improvement 
District (LFVBID) had a sur-
plus of $21,782 at the end of 
2014, even though 20% of its 
annual assessments have not 
been paid. 

“We do not owe any mon-
ey to anyone,” said LFVBID 
treasurer Jessica Peart. 

Peart said that local busi-
nesses that do not pay the city 
their annual assessment for the 
LFVBID—which is based on 
the number of employees and is 
mandatory—are automatically 

sent to collections by the city. 
According to Peart, she has 

set a goal of whittling the delin-
quent assessments to 15% next 
year, as a substantial portion of 
outstanding assessments—or 
taxes— is lost for the use of the 
local organization due to the 
collection process. 

The LFVBID has over 
250 members in its territory. 
The LFVBID is considering 
raising its assessments, which 
Peart said have not been raised 
since the 1980s, when a new 
board is seated early in 2015.

Advertise in the Los Feliz Ledger (323) 644-5536
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3178 Glendale Boulevard,  Los Angeles, CA 90039   

323.906.0088    www.pilatesmetro.com

New Year’s Special Unlimited Group Classes 
      only $199 per month

Atwater Village Farm Closes
Due to Owner’s Illness
By Ameera Butt, Ledger Contributing Writer

ATWATER VILLAGE—The 
Atwater Village Farm closed 
in December after the owner 
shut down the fresh produce 
and sundries market due to an 
illness. 

Owner, Piper Goldstein 
announced on the Glendale 
Boulevard store’s blog in De-
cember that she has been un-
dergoing chemotherapy for 
cancer since August. 

“The last five months of 

chemo have been difficult,” 
Goldstein wrote, “but the staff 
at [Atwater Village Farm] have 
done an amazing job keep-
ing the shop open against all 
odds.”

The store opened in 2011. 
Atwater Village resident Mon-
ica Waggoner said she remem-
bers how she felt the store was 
“perfect.” She said she became 
friends with Goldstein over 
the years. 

“From the get go, we were 
dropping lots of money on the 
store because they were carry-
ing stuff we wanted,” she said. 

Goldstein was not avail-
able for comment on this story. 
But according to Waggoner, 
her vision was to always buy 
fresh produce at the market and 
transform it into healthy and 
delicious food. She said Gold-
stein was a chef for many years. 

“She’s put so much into 
that place, her whole heart and 

soul,” Waggoner said. Wag-
goner said she hopes Goldstein 
tackles another endeavor when 
she’s well. 

“You can’t demand that 
people share their talents with 
you, but I told her ‘I can’t wait 
to see what you do next once 
you’re better,’” she said. 

Andy Hasroun, the At-
water Chamber of Commerce 
president, said it’s sad to have a 
business close in Atwater Vil-

lage for any reason. 
“We want businesses to 

open up rather than close up,” 
Hasroun said. 

During its short time, the 
store brought people together 
with varied backgrounds in 
food.

Alex Groat, an employee, 
said he began volunteering at 
the store in 2012 because he 
wanted to work with produce, 
as he enjoyed growing veg-
etables and fruits as a hobby. 
Eventually, he became the 
produce buyer for the store, 
trekking to several farmers’ 
markets across the city, and 
bringing back the goods. 

“There was a point when 
[Goldstein] figured out she 
had cancer and she basically 
told us we had to run the 
shop,” said Groat, a Los Feliz 
resident. “She was very real,” 
he said. “I learned a lot work-
ing under her.”

Advertise in the Los Feliz Ledger (323) 644-5536

Alex Groat, an employee, said he began 
volunteering at the store in 2012 because 

he wanted to work with produce, as he 
enjoyed growing vegetables and fruits as a 
hobby. Eventually, he became the produce 

buyer for the store…
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Family Home Agency

N O W  S E L L I N G

Gramercy at Hollywood

*Broker must accompany their buyer and register them on their first visit to receive a 3% commission at closing.  Home prices and availability subject 
to change without notice. Real estate agent partner must ensure 3% commission is itemized in contract paperwork. Commission will be accounted 
for on HUD statement at closing. Offer not valid with any other Real estate agent offers or incentives. Additional restrictions may apply. In order to 
qualify for the purchase of a home at Gramercy at Hollywood, homebuyer must be prequalified for purchase with a preferred lender identified by Beazer 
prior to sale. Once homebuyer’s prequalification has been established, homebuyer is placed on the priority interest list based on date and time of 
prequalification. Contact the New Home Counselors for additional information on the prequalification and home purchase process. Beazer Homes 
has the right to change purchase requirements for future phases. Pricing, features and availability subject to change without notice. See New Home 
Counselor for complete details. BRE License No. 01503061. © 2014 Beazer Homes.  121969 12/14

Get more out of your home
877-330-3318 / 323-464-1093 • beazer.com

Living on Location
Single-family homes  
from the high $600,000’s
1717 North Gramercy Place,  
Los Angeles, CA 90028

Living at Gramercy makes it easy for you to enjoy 
all of your favorite spots in Hollywood!

•  The nearby Red Line exit makes traveling 
downtown a breeze

•  Entertainment is made easy with all of the 
theaters near you

•  With so many of your favorite stores nearby- 
Why leave Hollywood? 

Manhattan’s Bowery Hotel. 
Rooms have their own theme 
following chapters in the life 
of fictional George Covell—
like a Parisian apartment 
and a writer’s retreat, for in-
stance. 

Suites have a front and 
back door and refinished 
hardwood floors, while many 
wide windows and skylights 
keep the spaces airy and 
bright. 

The largest suite has two 
bedrooms and a spa bath. 
Rear-facing rooms are smaller 
and all have access to a porch 
and outdoor deck. 

Coming soon may be 
food service, according to 
Lancaster, but in the mean-
time, HomeState Tacos are 
just downstairs for coffee and 
breakfast tacos and Bar Cov-
ell, of course, which opens at 
5 p.m.  

Lancaster got his start lo-
cally behind the bar at Café 
Stella. He’s lived in the neigh-
borhood almost 15 years and 
acknowledges the regulars at 
Bar Covell who’ve encouraged 
him to expand. 

His motive to open the 
hotel follows local demand, he 
said.

“It’s hard to believe that 
although we’re in one of the 
hippest neighborhoods in Los 
Angeles—and arguably in 
the country—and there is no 
updated place to stay around 
here,” he said.

Now there is.
Parking and WiFi are in-

cluded in the rates, which be-
gin at $250 per night. 

Hotel Covell
4628 Hollywood Blvd.,
Los Angeles, CA 90027, 
(323) 660-4300
hotelcovell.com

HOTEL from page 6

Advertise in both the Los Feliz and Larchmont Ledger newspapers and reach 
twice as many readers!  Call Libby Butler-Gluck at (323) 644-5536



CONTACT
Libby Butler-Gluck at 
libby@larchmontledgerla.com
or (323) 644-5536 for ad rates!
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HOUSEHOLD INCOME

$800K+
HH NET WORTH

Statistics: Realtor.com

6 8

The Larchmont Ledger will bring the same provocative news

reporting — mixed with local features, school news and featured

columnists — that our current publication, the Los Feliz Ledger, 

has brought to Los Feliz and surrounding neighborhoods since 

2005. Our new Larchmont Ledger will reach over 90,000 

residents and business owners in Larchmont Village, Hancock 

Park, Windsor Square, Windsor Village, Wilshire Historic District, 

Country Club Park, Lafayette Square, Oxford Square, Brookside, 

Mid-Wilshire and Koreatown neighborhoods.

Another big time, small town newspaper

ADVERTISE NOW 
Sign on as a Founding Advertiser 

and receive 50% off  advertising 

FOREVER50% off 

FEBRUARY 2015 EDITION DEADLINES

Larchmont_FullPg_Jan15.indd   1 12/27/14   12:32 PM
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Serving Lunch and Dinner!

Fresh, Handmade Pasta 
& Authentic Italian Sauces

Homebaked Focaccia, 
Italian Breads and Panini 
the way you want it

We use fresh ingredients 
and put love in every dish

New Italian Trattoria & Deli
1802 Hillhurst Ave. LA, CA 90027 

323-66 ITALY  |  323-664-8259
Lunch Hours - 11:30am-3pm

Dinner Hours - 6pm-10pm
Sat/Sun - 6pm-11pm

www.lapergoletta.com Take Out • Delivery coming soon!

A.C. martin House Demolition 
Complete
By Bruce Haring, Ledger Real Estate Reporter

LOS FELIZ—The demolition 
of a home by famed architect 
A.C. Martin is complete after 
the Los Angeles City Council 
voted earlier this month, 13-0, 
the house and its garage could 
be torn down for the construc-
tion of a subdivision of homes. 

The demolition of the 
house, which began Dec. 
18th, at 1829 Kenmore Ave., 
ends local preservationists’ 
hopes of saving one of the few 
known single-family residenc-
es designed by Martin, who 
also was the architect for City 
Hall and other Los Angeles 
structural landmarks. 

The demolition of the 
house began just days after the 
city council’s vote approving 
the action and “was executed 
with sufficient speed to in-
sure that it could not be chal-
lenged,” said Los Feliz Neigh-
borhood Council (LFNC) 
President Linda Demmers. 

“This terrible mistake can 
never be undone,” she said.

Last October, the city’s 
Cultural Heritage Commis-
sion voted 4-0 against desig-
nating the home—known as 
the Bartlett House—an his-
toric landmark after touring 
the property.

After a complaint was filed 
with the city that the commis-
sion may have violated Brown 
Act rules on access and trans-
parency in public meetings, a 
re-vote by the panel was con-
ducted in mid-December. The 
commissioners then provided 
their recommendation for de-
molition to the city council. 
Councilmembers Bernard 
Parks and Mike Bonin were 
absent for the vote.

Developer Elan Mordoch 
is seeking to sub-divide the 
property into six single-family 
homes. He had obtained nu-
merous city approvals before 
local residents discovered his 
plans and that Martin was the 
home’s architect.

According to the LFNC’s 
Demmers, recent new con-
struction developments in the 
area have done little to pre-
serve or enhance the neighbor-
hood’s character.

There are several other 
“charming houses,” she said, 
that could see a similar fate.

“They may not be his-
toric, but they are special 
and unique and part of our 
history. Let’s make sure that 
this doesn’t happen again,” 
Demmers said.

Advertise in the Los Feliz Ledger (323) 644-5536
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WHILE I CAN’T GUARANTEE YOU THESE TYPE OF DRAMATIC 

RESULTS, IT’S AT LEAST AN INDICATION OF THE RESULTS I’M 

CAPABLE OF. SO, IF YOU’RE “THINKING” ABOUT MAKING A 

MOVE….LET ME HELP YOU MAKE IT.

Sold

©2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of 
HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee 
of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of 
America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
does not guarantee the accuracy of square footage, lot size or other information 
concerning the condition or features of property provided by the seller or 
obtained from public records or other sources, and the buyer is advised to inde-
pendently verify the accuracy of that information through personal inspection 
and with appropriate professionals.  CalBRE 01321406/01317331

REAL ESTATE. REAL SERVICE. REAL RESULTS.

• 38 years sales + marketing experience
• 22-year Los Feliz resident
• Former board member Los Feliz Improvement Assoc.

M I C H A E L
T U N I C K

323.646.3893
www.michaeltunick.com

3028  PAUlCREST dR.,   HollYWood HIllS $3.995M/$4.495M
4BD/4.5BA RE-IMAGINED CONTEMPORARY MEDITERRANEAN WITH POOL, 
SPA, THEATER & JETLINER VIEWS ON A PRIVATE 1/3 ACRE (PER ASSR).

	 • 9/10/14 – My Buyers purchase for $3,825,000

	 •	9/29/14	–	Buyers	decide	to	stay	in	current	home	&	re-model

	 •	10/29/14	–	Buyers	re-list	house	for	$4,495,000

	 •	11/21/14	–	Sale	closes	for	$4,400,000;	+15%	in	70	days!	

	 •	www.3028paulcrest.com
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LFVBID Passes Tree Trimming Task 
and Its Costs to City
By Bruce Haring, Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELIZ—The cost for 
funding the trimming of ap-
proximately 80 trees in the 
Los Feliz business district was 
pushed to the Los Angeles 
City Council in December, 
after members of the Los Feliz 
Village Business Improvement 
District’s (LFVBID) govern-
ing board objected the organi-
zation should no longer shoul-
der the expense. 

Consequently, Los An-
geles City Councilmember 
Tom LaBonge has a motion 
pending to commit the funds 
for the trimming, which 
would occur on Hillhurst 
and North Vermont avenues 
between Franklin and Pros-
pect avenues.

For 2015, the LFVBID had 
plans to fund the trimming of 
the trees—as they have for 

years—authorizing payment 
not to exceed $15,000 from its 
budget, a hefty slice of its an-
nual coffer. But some LFVBID 
governing board members ob-
jected and negotiations with 
the city began. 

The money for the city 
tree trimming, estimated at 
$18,000 will take care of trees 
that “currently block business 
signage and pose a potential 
safety hazard,” according to 
LaBonge’s motion. 

If the city council ap-
proves the motion, the money 
will come from the Public 
Works Trust Fund, which is 
designed for specific Public 
Works-related purposes.

Since the LaBonge motion 
is currently pending, there is 
no timeframe for starting the 
tree trimming.

LFVBID Secures Armed Security for Business District 
By Bruce Haring, Ledger Contributing Reporter

LOS FELIZ—Citing an in-
creasing number of break-ins 
and grab-and-dash robberies 
in the area, the Los Feliz Vil-
lage Business Improvement 
District’s (LFVBID) govern-
ing board has voted to autho-
rize an armed private security 
patrol of its territory.

Armed guards from Post 
Security Systems of Arcadia 
would begin patrolling the 
business district immediately 

after securing commitments 
from at least 15 businesses. 

The LFVBID will pay for 
the first three months of the 
service, which will cost each 
business $50 per month with 
a three-month minimum con-
tract. The security company 
will solicit the individual busi-
nesses to sign up.

“It’s one of the things we 
should be doing as a BID,” 
said President Chris Serrano. 

The armed guards will 
perform four drive-thrus in the 
business district during each 
eight-hour shift—for a total 
of 12 during each 24-hours—
and will respond to calls from 
businesses at other times. 

The BID unanimously 
agreed to fund three months 
of the service and gave a se-
curity company representative 
authority to begin contacting 
local businesses.  
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   From our family to yours.  

[REAL ESTATE]

The 2014 Hangover Expected to Continue This Year 
By Bruce Haring, Ledger Real Estate Reporter

We’ve been in the season 
of celebration. Parties were 
roaring across the landscape, 
including in the real estate 
market. 

Unfortunately, as we all 
know, eventually the punch 
bowl gets taken away, and if 
you’ve overindulged, you’ll 
pay for it the next day. That 
pretty much sums up the state 
of the real estate market in 
2014. Sure, there were some 
good times. But there was also 
a little bit of a hangover that 
latest the entire year. 

“We were expecting a 
gangbusters 2014 after the 
30% run-up in 2013. Alas, 
prices plateaued, buyers got 
cautious and things have been 
pretty calm,” said Brock Har-
ris of Brock Real Estate in Sil-
ver Lake. 

He said he also expects 

more of the same in 2015.
“I wouldn’t bet on either 

interest rates or prices going 
up next year,” Harris said.

Harris’s assessment is 
echoed by data from Core-
Logic, a property information, 
analytics and data services 
provider based in La Jolla, CA. 
They report that Southern 
California home sales dropped 
to the lowest level in seven 
years for November. The ser-
vice also reports there are other 
signs of the marketing flatten-
ing out: the median sales price 
has changed little over the last 
three months. CoreLogic also 
reports November, the last 
month of which data is avail-
able, marked the sixth consec-
utive month when the median 
price of a Southern California 
home only had a single-digit 
increase year-over-year. This 

follows a 22-month streak of 
double-digit increases. 

“Southern California 
home sales are closing on a low 
note in 2014,” said Andrew 
LePage, a data analyst for 
CoreLogic DataQuick. “In-
ventory still lags demand in 
many markets and traditional 
buyers haven’t filled the void 
left by the investors who’ve 
pulled out. Among would-be 
buyers, affordability and mort-
gage availability remain as 
hurdles, as do concerns about 
job security and the direction 
of the housing market.”

Still, LePage noted there 
are some reasons for optimism 
in the coming months.

 “According to recent data 
from the federal government, 
job and income growth has 
improved. Many people who 
became renters after a foreclo-

sure or short sale over the past 
seven years will want to buy 
again,” said LePage. “And po-
tential home buyers sitting on 
the fence might be tempted to 
jump off if they see evidence 
that mortgage rates will spike 
from today’s exceptionally low 
levels.” 

LOCAL SALES STILL 
mOVING ALONG

DQ News, a division of 
CoreLogic, reports that local 
zip codes reflect a November 
housing market that appears to 
be doing just fine, despite the 
somewhat downbeat regional 
reports. While not every area 
saw an upward trend, homes 
were still being sold and prices 
generally reflect modest rises.  

In the Los Feliz 90027 zip 
code, 12 single family homes 
sold for a median price of $1 
million, down 35.3%  in a 
year-to-year comparison with 
2013 and reflecting a per-
square-foot sales price of $585. 

Four condos sold for a median 
price of $498,000, up 4.8% 
year-to-year.

Echo Park’s 90026 zip 
code saw 20 single-family 
homes sold for a median price 
of $741,000, a 0.8% increase 
year-over-year at a per-square-
foot price of $684.  Two con-
dos sold for a $478,000 me-
dian price.

In the Silver Lake 90039 
zip code, 18 single-family 
homes sold for a median price 
of $852,000, a 19.9% increase 
year-over-year at an average 
square foot price of $563. 
There was one condo that 
sold for $460,000, reflecting a 
2.7% drop year-to-year. 

In Hollywood’s 90068 
zip, 20 single-family homes 
sold for a median price of 
$1.3 million, a 12.2% increase 
year-over-year that represented 
a sales price of $630 per square 
foot. Nine condos sold for a 
median of $412,000, up 0.5% 
year-over-year.   
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Howard Lorey and Michael Nourmand congratu late the Nourmand 
Hol lywood Agents for making 2014 thei r most product ive year to date.

NOURMAND & ASSOCIATES REALTORS

Nourmand & Associates Hollywood

Howard Lorey I Brokerage Manager 

323.462.6262 I hlorey@nourmand.com

6525 Sunset Blvd. Ste. G2 90028

T hre e  O f f i ce s . 

One  Re sp e c te d  Name .

w w w.nour mand .com

N o ur man dRE
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Sotheby’s International Realy and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s International 

Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associated and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Boni Bryant CalBRE 01245334. Joe Reichling CalBRE 01427385.

[FOCUS ON THE ADVERTISER]

Jill’s Paint is All About Local Color
By Kimberly Gomez, Ledger Columnist

ATWATER VILLAGE— A doz-
en or so years ago—when Peg-
gy McCloud was still a painter 
running her painting business 
called “Jill of All Trades”—
she bought all of her paint 
from the now-defunct Baker’s 
Hardware. 

The store’s close proxim-
ity to Silver Lake, where Mc-
Cloud did most of her busi-
ness, was integral to her daily 
rhythm. Her friendship with 
Baker owner Sammy Vil-
larroal, extended across the 
paint counter including the 
day Villarroel broke some 
bad news.

  “I told her ‘I’m sorry 
you’re going to have to buy 
your paint elsewhere because 
we are going to close,’” Villar-
roel said. 

But McCloud’s saw it as 
a rare-opportunity to reinvent 
herself as long as Villarroel 
and his brother, Bobby, would 
help. 

Taking Baker’s paint shak-
ers and tinting machines in 
tow, the threesome squeezed 
Jill’s Paints into 3534 Larga 
Ave. in Atwater Village.

“We were told by Ben-
jamin Moore & Co. that we 

weren’t going to survive be-
cause we were off the main 
street and [our] signs were too 
small,” McCloud said. “But 
they went ahead and sent us 
all the paint [we ordered] and 
said ‘good luck.’ We did much 
better than we ever thought 
we would.” 

McCloud now carries 
hard-to-find brands that de-
signers and independent con-
tractors travel countywide to 
buy.

Silver Lake based interior 
designer Karen Vidal said she 
uses Jill’s Paint for every job. 

“It’s like I have a bag of 
tricks to pull from and they 
are someone I can rely on to 
deliver,” she said.

And though she’s since 

hung up the paintbrush, Mc-
Cloud still doesn’t know 
how to use the cash register. 
But her hands-on experience 

with her products translates 
to knowledgeable customer 
service. On top of the experi-

ence she and Villarroel share, 
free in-store color and product 
consultation with a designer is 
available at the store every Sat-

urday.
Murals crowd the store-

front and McCloud’s mother’s 
paintings hang inside. 

There are days you might 
spend extra time in Jill’s 
Paint—it can get quite busy 
at the custom-tinting coun-
ter. Be sure to look above the 
neat stacks of paint cans for 
the kitschy vintage ads chroni-
cling do-it-yourself painting 
through the decades. And the 
store carries the latest in “zero-
VOC” paints free of the chem-
ical linked to cause a range of 

health problems. 
The truth is: you can’t 

leave the store without know-
ing more about paint.

Jill’s Paint’s evolution 
can’t be replicated in a chain. 
The Villarroel brothers—and 
all of their nieces and neph-
ews now on staff—still dip 
a fingertip and dot a color 
sample on the lid of a cus-
tom-tinted can. The evidence 
can be seen on each of their 
paint dappled t-shirts—per-
haps the best advertisement 
of a cheerful business.

Peggy McCloud (second from left) with Jill’s Paint’s colorful crew: Sammy Villaroel, left, Fredy Garcia, Andrea Villarroel, and 
Bobby Villarroel. Photo: Kimberly Gomez.

Peggy McCloud now carries hard-to-find 
brands that designers and independent 
contractors travel countywide to buy.





If you’re buying or selling a home on the Eastside, your choice for representation is clear. 
In 2014 we handled over 100 successful transactions in Los Feliz, Silver Lake, Echo Park, 
Highland Park, Mt. Washington, Eagle Rock and Atwater Village. That’s more than any 

other real estate team, and our results were better too.  

tracy do real estate

 www.tracydo.com • 323.842.4001 • tracy@tracydo.com

2014 SALES

2445 Riverside Place, Silver Lake
3145 Atwater Avenue, Atwater Village
2862 Palmer Drive, Eagle Rock
1312 El Paso Drive, Glassell Park
5715 Briarcliff Road, Los Feliz
1444 Murray Drive, Silver Lake
1428 Laveta Terrace, Echo Park
1933 Redcliff Street, Silver Lake
1913 Wollam Street, Mt Washington
4909 La Roda Avenue, Eagle Rock
4848 Algoma Drive, Eagle Rock
839 E. Kensington Road, Angelino Hts
3933 Clayton Avenue, Los Feliz
1530 Braeburn Road, Altadena
1315 Calumet Avenue, Angelino Hts
2703 W Bellevue Ave, Silver Lake
711 S Avenue 60, Highland Park
2210 E. Dudley Street, Pasadena
3145 Carlyle Street, Glassell Park
5656 Tuxedo Terrace, Hollywood Hills
1263 East Topeka Street, Pasadena
2985 Swan Place, Silver Lake
3106 Scotland Street, Silver Lake
1119 W. Kensington Rd, Angelino Hts
1243 Westerly Terrace, Silver Lake
847 Kodak Drive, Silver Lake
2052 Mayview Drive, Los Feliz
1196 Innes Avenue, Echo Park
1622 Griffith Park Blvd, Silver Lake

SINGLE FAMILY HOMES

1926 Mayview Drive, Los Feliz
9415 Irwingrove Drive, Downey
4969 Ambrose Ave., Los Feliz
1007 Laveta Terrace, Echo Park
4770 Glenalbyn Dr., Mt. Washington
4241 Gateway Avenue, Silver Lake
584 N. Calle Rolph, Palm Springs
5412 Kincheloe Drive, Eagle Rock
2765 Silver Lake Drive, Silver Lake
6021 Meridian Street, Highland Park
2153 Ewing Street, Echo Park
1448 Randall Ct, Mt. Washington
1911 Bellevue Avenue, Echo Park
331 Crane Blvd, Mt. Washington
327 Crane Blvd, Mt. Washington
1690 Las Flores, San Marino
1215 Stanley Avenue, Glendale
1231 Eagle Vista, Eagle Rock
2765 West Silver Lake Dr., Silver Lake
2437 Meadow Valley Ter, Silver Lake
440 Canyon Vista, Mt. Washington
6618 Church St, Highland Park
7913 6th Street, Downey
2211 S Cloverdale Ave, Mid-City
4164 West Avenue 41, Glassell Park
1113 Green Street, Glendale
1714 N. Benton Way, Silver Lake

 1179 N. Commonwealth Ave., Silver Lake
 1139 & 1145 Cole Avenue, Hollywood
 2318 Echo Park Avenue, Echo Park
 1748-50 Silver Lake Blvd, Silver Lake
 1500-1502 Murray Avenue, Silver Lake
 1456 Calumet Avenue, Echo Park
 2516 Elsinore Street, Silver Lake
 3520 Council Street, East Hollywood
 1439-1443 Murray Drive, Silver Lake 

 INCOME & COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES

4005 Monroe Street, #4, Silver Lake
4005 Monroe Street, #7, Silver Lake
4005 Monroe Street, #12, Silver Lake
 

LOFTS & CONDOS

Warmington Residential
Anonymous Architects
Indian Summer Investments
Magnus Investment Partners
Paul Finegold
Robert Harbour
ReInhabit

DEVELOPMENTS

 4111 Sunset Blvd., #233, Silver Lake 
 Barker Block, #401, Downtown LA 
 Barker Block, #418, Downtown LA
 645 9th Street, #339, Downtown LA
 420 San Pedro St., #612, Downtown LA 
 4321 Los Feliz Blvd, #101, Los Feliz
 Vineland Metro, North Hollywood
 1126 N. Central Ave., #308, Glendale
 709 Micheltorena Street, Silver Lake
 NELA Union, Glassell Park, Units 
 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34

 

Knowledge, service and dedication to getting you what you want. 
Go with who’s proven. Go with the best.

John Aaroe Group CalBRE #01350025



Los Feliz Ledger

Page 18 www.losfelizledger.com January 2015Su Casa REAL ESTATE

For Sales Contact 
Colleen Lakshin 
BRE: 01835648 
Cell: 866-609-5248 
Email: colleen@silverlakeliving.com

Jerod Miller 
BRE: 01275659 
Cell: 866-609-5248 
Email: jerod@silverlakeliving.com

PRICING STARTING AT $629,900
Contemporary Tri Level Townhomes   |   2 to 4 bedroom residences 
Inspiring rooftop terraces   |   1,243 to 1,990 square feet

Visit us on Facebook

Learn more at 
Silverlakeliving.com

Disclaimer: Pricing, plans and specifications subject to change without notice. Artist’s renderings based on proposed development plans, whcih are subject to change without notice. Models are not an indication of racial preference. Exclusively represented 
by TAAG Realty, Inc. BRE Lic #01914450. This is not an offer to sell, but is intended for information only. Though the information is believed to be correct, it is presented subject to errors, omissions, changes or withdrawal without notice. The computation 
of square footage will vary based upon the criteria used. The developer reserves the right to make modifications in materials, specifications, floor plans, designs, pricing, scheduling and delivery of homes without prior notice. 1/15

Top 5 Features at Latitudes

Here’s a list of the top 5 reasons 
to purchase at Latitudes with 
modern, cutting edge home 
designs, resort-style amenities 
and all the authenticity and 
walkability the Silver Lake 
neighborhood has to offer:

• Amazing views from inspiring 
rooftop terraces

• Gated community and great 
sense of arrival with resort-style 
pool and spa

• Wonderful designer finishes 
included at no extra cost 

• Nearby Ivanhoe Elementary 
School

• Your favorite shops and 
meeting places within a 5 
minute walk

NOW OPEN DAILY!
TUES-SUN 11-5 PM, MON 1-5PM

For Lending Contact 
Mark Angotta 
Cell: 619-884-7878 
eFax: 866-609-5248 
Email: mark.angotta@wellsfargo.com

FHA/VA Financing Available

CONSTANCE STAHL
CLIENT-CENTERED REAL ESTATE

Thinking of Listing? 
Call me for a Free Home Evaluation

www.constancestahl.com  CalBRE is 01821912

•	 Proven	Track	Record

•	 Experienced,	Supportive,	Successful

•	 Senior	Real	Estate	Solutions

•	 Exclusive	Seller	and	Buyer	 
Representation

•	 Member	of	Los	Feliz	Improvement	 
Association

Realtor

323-388-8270
conniestahlre@gmail.com Best Wishes for 2015!

Local Author Discusses Silver Lake 
Chronicles at Los Feliz Library
LOS FELIZ—Michael Locke, 
author of Silver Lake Chroni-
cles: Exploring an Urban Oasis 
in Los Angeles and a Ledger col-
umnist will speak at the Archi-
tecture & Beyond Lecture Se-
ries Jan. 15th, 6:45 p.m.–7:45 
p.m. at the Los Feliz Library, 

1874 Hillhurst Ave.
In his book about ear-

ly  Silver Lake history, Locke 
investigates the lives of “man-
sion builders and movie stars, 
bohemians, visionaries and 
just plain folk” who contribut-
ed to the area’s illustrious past.  

Locke provides colorful 
anecdotes about movie mag-
nates William Selig and Mark 
Sennett and silent screen-stars 

Mabel Normand, Antonio 
Moreno and Roscoe “Fatty” 
Arbuckle.  The book was co-
written with Vincent Brook.

Skylight Books will have 
Locke’s book for purchase and 
signing. Free. For more info: 
(323) 913-4710. 

Property Management

4427 Santa Monica Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90029

(323) 668-7500 ph  (323) 668-7501 fx
clukens@clintlukensrealty.com

www.ClintLukensRealty.com
BRE Lic #01367014

Tired of Tenants & Toilets?
Clint Lukens Realty 
Can Help!

• Rent collections
• 24/7 maintenance
• 24/7 on-call for  
  emergencies
• Monthly detailed reports
• Accountability and 
   stress reliever! 
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THE #1 AGENTS IN 90039

Courtney Smith
323.899.8509
DRE 01406768 

Kurt Wisner
323.841.3839
DRE 01431217

Nourmand & Associates
3167 Glendale Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90039

Atwater Village                                1433 Stanford               $760,000

COMING SOON

3731 Glenfeliz*            $522,500

JUST SOLD

3733 Revere Ave              $810,000

JUST SOLD

JUST SOLD

www.courtneyandkurt .com 

*Represented Buyer

Richard Stanley
Estates Director
Architectural and Historic Properties Specialist
rstanley@coldwellbanker.com
213 300-4567  cell / voice mail

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell 
Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and operated 
by NRT LLC.  All rights reserved.  If your property is listed with another broker, this is not intended as a 
solicitation.  CalBRE license #:   00971211

Top Los Feliz Real Estate Trends and Issues

Los Feliz Market Stalls - According to Beverly Hills Board of Realtors/
CLAW MLS data, and adjusted for inflation, the median home in Los 
Feliz declined in value 1%, and the local market overall lost 10% in 
sales volume in 2014.  I attribute the stall to widespread anxiety over the 
economy, stalemate politics and fear, among buyers, of overpaying in an 
overheated market.  The market for trophy estates and turn-key, under-$1 
million starter homes remains strong, however.

Affordability Erodes Further - In constant dollars, the median home 
in Los Feliz is 1.8 times more expensive than it was 15 years ago.  As 
neighborhoods become less affordable, pressures to tear down and 
build bigger increase.  Absentee ownership rises, too.  Look to the 
“McMansionized” Westside and San Marino, where 25% of homes 
are non-owner-occupied, as paradigms for our future—unless wider 
preservation measures are embraced by Los Feliz.

Tight Lending Continues - Interest rates remain low, but buyers are not 
finding getting loans easier.  Hurdles remain high, and loan approval times 
are longer.  The FHA will offer 3% down loans, and creative “80-10-10” 
loans are back, but your credit better shine when you apply for these loans.

Pocket Listings Create a Shadow Inventory - The presence of investors 
in our local market has never been greater.  Some agents lead investor 
“flippers” to properties that are not on the market.  Deals are cut without 
any market exposure, thus depriving sellers of the opportunity to know 
what other buyers might pay.  In a short time, these houses re-appear 
on the market at leading-edge prices.  Buyers who might consider a fixer 
house at a budget price to live in while fixing it up for their own use never 
see this “shadow inventory”.  Affordability suffers, too.

Inventory of Homes for Sale Remains Low - Sellers, as well as buyers, 
are troubled.  Many discretionary sellers, unsure of the economy, seem to 
be just holding on for now.

Long-Term Investors Cash in on Single Family Homes - Los Angeles 
is awash in cash.  2014 saw an uptick in all-cash, investor interest in 
single-family homes to be used as rental properties.  The old conventional 
wisdom was to leverage real estate as much as possible as protection from 
market corrections.  Today, investors eagerly pay all cash for real estate 
and other tangible assets that outperform traditional alternatives.  Given 
Los Angeles’s onerous rent control for pre-1978 multifamily properties, 
non-rent controlled single family houses make more sense.

Home Improvement TV Shows Raise Buyer Expectations - Tech-savvy 
buyers expect perfection in the houses they buy, in my opinion, due to TV 
home improvement shows.  One first-time buyer I represented recently 
hired over 30 inspectors to report on the condition of her purchase.  Not 
surprisingly, failed escrows proliferated in 2014.

What’s Ahead in 2015? - Look for inflationary pressures (e.g., rising 
prices—have you read a familiar menu lately?) to raise interest rates—
especially if lower gasoline prices prevail.  If you’re a buyer, time may not 
be on your side if you want to protect your purchasing power.  If you’re a 
seller with an outstanding property, you will do well.  Sellers of ho-hum 
properties, especially small rent-controlled units with below-market rents, 
will have to cut prices to the bone to move them.  Cash will continue to 
be king.

Have a real estate question? Call me first!

[THEATER REVIEW]

Casa 0101 Celebrates Its Quinceanera 
With “Clean Start”
By marilyn Tower Oliver, Ledger Theater Critic

Multi-talented Silver 
Lake actress, playwright and 
producer Josefina Lopez has 
a dream that is becoming a 
reality.  She is creating a the-
ater and arts district in nearby 
Boyle Heights, a predomi-
nately Mexican American 
neighborhood just to the east 
of downtown.

“I grew up there,” she said. 
“There were no theaters or gal-
leries where I could walk to.”  

To alleviate this, Lopez 
has created a cultural center 
made up of 99-seat theater, 
Casa 0101, which also includes 
an art gallery and Teatro Para 
Todos, a center offering classes 
in drama, writing, acting, 
dancing and singing. The 
classes are free for children 
and for a nominal $10 dona-
tion, for adults. 

Lopez said she is passion-
ate about her desire to give 
voice to the Mexican Ameri-
can experience in the United 
States. 

Having existed now almost 
15 years, the center is now cel-
ebrating its quincianera with its 
production, “Clean Start,” writ-
ten by Lopez and Kathy Fischer 
who is also directing. 

The comedy centers 
around Parker Reid, a down-
on-her-luck Beverly Hills so-
cialite and Rosario Martinez, 
her Latina maid who lives in a 
small, two bedroom house in 
East Los Angeles. 

When Reid loses every-
thing due to a messy divorce, 
she is forced to move in with 
Rosario and her superstitious 
mother and immature sister. 
The resulting tensions  ques-
tion whether the women, from 
such divergent backgrounds, 
can resolve their differences 
and make a clean start with 
their lives. 

The play opens Jan. 23rd 
and runs through Feb. 15th 
with previews on Jan. 21st and 
Jan. 22nd.

Lopez is an accomplished 
actress and playwright whose 
most famous work is the 
award-winning  2002 film 
“Real Women Have Curves,” 
which tells the story of a first 
generation Mexican American 
teenager on the verge of be-
coming a woman.    

She wrote the play and 
co-authored the film that won 
the Audience Award at 
the Sundance Festival and 

launched the career of actress 
America Ferrera, best known 
for her role as “Ugly Betty.”  

In 2013 Lopez was ex-
ecutive producer of the 
movie “Detained in the Des-
ert,”  which takes on the sub-
ject of racial profiling. The 
film is an adaptation of her 
play of the same name.  

Lopez is currently work-
ing on pilot for ABC about 
four Latina sisters who have 
taken different life paths, but 
now must come together for 
their 13-year-old brother.  

A woman of many talents, 
Lopez also attended the Cor-
don Bleu Culinary school in 
Paris where she learned to be a 
chef.  That experience resulted 
in a novel, Hungry Woman in 
Paris, which published in 2009.  

Lopez and her husband, 
Emmanuel Deleage, live in Sil-
ver Lake with their two sons.

“Clean Start,” opens Jan. 
23rd and runs through Feb. 
15th, Fridays and Satur-
days, 8 p.m., Sundays, 5 
p.m. Casa 0101 Theater, 
2102 E. 1st St. Tickets: 
Casa0101.org or  
(323) 263-7684.

(L to R) Ingrid Oliu (Rosario) shows Kim Chase (Parker Reed) how to dust. Photo by Josefina López
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coupon code 122

210 N. Avenue 21, 
Los Angeles, CA 90031

www.svdpla.org 

* mattresses and cars are excluded.
Expires 3/30/15 — no photocopies — not to be used with other promotions.

St. Vincent de Paul’s 
54,000 square-foot thrift store 
offers clothing, shoes, furniture, 

housewares and appliances.

25% Off* with this Ad

[THE GOOD LIFE]

Stouts for Winter
By Tara de Lis, Ledger Columnist

Stouts aren’t 
seasonal beers 
per se, but 

there’s something satisfy-
ing about drinking them in 
winter, when it’s chillier out-
side and gets dark earlier at 
night. Maybe it’s the color or 
maybe it’s the ABV (alcohol 
by volume)—stouts are syn-
onymous with being dark, 
strong beers. 

Stouts were once more 
exotic to American palates, 
who were typically used to 
lighter-colored and milder-
f lavored lagers like Bud and 
Miller. However, there’s 
been a shift in national 
drinking habits, thanks 

to the rise of craft brews. 
Then again, if you’ve ever 
had Guinness, you’ve had 
a stout—an Irish dry stout, 
that is—though there are 
other types as well.  

The recipe for Belhaven 
Brewery’s Scottish Stout dates 
to the 19th century and it has 
a pleasantly purist taste to it. 
It’s deep black in color, but 
is surprisingly balanced and 
harmonious and comes in at a 
modest 7% ABV. 

Samuel Smith’s Organic 
Chocolate Stout really is red-
olent of cocoa nibs. It’s pro-
duced in the United King-
dom and surprisingly only 
ranks at 5% ABV. The taste 

is creamy to begin with, but 
finishes like a dessert. 

Left Coast Brewing Co. 
produces an American stout 
called Voodoo. This bigger 
boy doesn’t conjuror dark 
magic, but rather bold coffee 
flavors and bold bitterness. 

With a name like Belch-
ing Beaver Brewery, it’s no 
surprise to see something as 
left field as the Peanut But-
ter Milk Stout. But does it 
really taste like real thing? 
Let’s put it like this: take it 
out to the ballgame. Even 
better? Make a grown-up 
ice cream f loat.

Tara de Lis is a freelance writer 
who lives in Hollywood.
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[A DOG’S LIFE]

Where Sleeping Dogs Lie
By Jennifer Clark, Ledger Columnist

It’s not easy to say good-
bye to the family dog but the 
Los Angeles Pet Memorial 
Park helps make things a little 
easier. Located on 10 acres in 
Calabasas, the park opened in 
1928 to pet lovers, making it 
one of the oldest pet cemeter-
ies on the West Coast.  

Veterinarian Dr. Eugene 
C. Jones bought the loca-
tion when he learned animals 
couldn’t be buried within Los 
Angeles limits. S.O.P.H.I.E., a 
non-profit public benefit cor-
poration, now owns the park. 

Famous animals buried 
there include Hopalong Cassi-
dy’s horse, “Topper;” Rudolph 
Valnetino’s dog, “Kabar;” the 
Little Rascals’ dog, “Peter;” 

and even Leo, the MGM lion. 
Famous pet owners includ-

ing Charlie Chaplin, Mae West, 
Humphrey Bogart, Steven 
Spielberg, Bob Barker and Di-
ana Ross have pets buried there. 

There are many options 
for honoring your pets includ-
ing benches with an engraved 
plaque, wreaths, adding your 
pet’s name to the “loving mem-
ories” memorial tribute book-
let and personalized memorial 
bricks. Services offered include 
burial, transportation of pet, 
cremation, viewing and pre-
planning. The Los Angeles Pet 
Memorial Park offers candle-
light remembrances the last Sat-
urday of every month at 6 p.m.
Info: www.lapetcemetery.com
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It begins with the right setting. Comfortable 
surroundings that please the eye and senses. A responsive 
staff for resident support needs, with a licensed nurse  
on-site 24/7. Professionally guided fitness and therapy 
for an active lifestyle. Delicious, chef-prepared cuisine. 
Concierge and transportation services. Enriching activities 
for mind, body and spirit. What happens next is up to you. 
After all, it’s your story.

Distinctive Residential Settings  
Chef-Prepared Dining and Bistro 

Award-Winning Memory Care 
Premier Programs for Health and Wellness

Therapy and Rehabilitation Services
 

RCFE Lic 197608468, 197608466, 197608467, 198601646, 197608291, 565801746 © 2015 Belmont Village, L.P.
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Burbank (818) 972-2405
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Rancho Palos Verdes (310) 377-9977

Westwood (310) 475-7501
Thousand Oaks  (805) 496-9301

Let us help make 
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one of your best.
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memory program for Mild Cognitive Impairment. Provider to the NFL Player Care Plan.

Schedule a tour today!
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[CD4 ELECTION]

Rodney King, Community Policing and Body Cameras
Candidates Speak on the LAPD and Ferguson
By Colin Stutz, Ryan White, Bruce Haring and Bridgette Webb
Ledger Contributing Writers

Since September, we’ve 
asked the Los Angeles City 
Council candidates for Dis-
trict 4 their thoughts on a va-
riety of subjects. 

 This month, we ask the 
14 candidates, who have quali-
fied for the March 3rd ballot, 
to comment on policing in Los 
Angeles in the wake of protests 
nationwide over the police 
shooting of Michael Brown in 
Ferguson, MO and the choke 
hold death of Eric Garner, in 
New York. We focused the 
candidates on the Los Angeles 
Police Dept. (LAPD) regard-
ing officer-mounted cameras 
(the first of such to be in place 
in Los Angeles this summer); 
the possibility of new de-es-
calation guidelines and their 
impressions of Chief of Police 
Charlie Beck.

Candidate David Ryu 
compared the culture of the 
LAPD during the Compton 
1965 and 1992 Rodney King 
riots to today and said com-
munication by the LAPD and 
its relationship to the overall 

community is better by “leaps 
and bounds.”

“There is always room 
for improvement,” he said, 
“but currently the LAPD is a 
world-class force and that is 
due in large part to the strong 
leadership at the top.” 

Ryu said Beck is doing an 
admirable job and “has lived 
up to his strong reputation, 
thus far.” 

For Ryu, the key to keep-
ing the LAPD at the forefront 
is recruiting and retaining the 
best officers that can develop 
relationships of trust in the 
communities they police.

Candidate Carolyn Ram-
say, as former chief of staff for 
the current CD4 Council-
member Tom LaBonge, said 
she has worked with Beck and 
has found him to be “smart, 
tough and fair.” 

“Our communities con-
tinue to be safer with him 
leading our police depart-
ment,” she said. 

But Ramsay said the 
lack of transparency with the 

grand jury system, nation-
wide, is concerning. Grand 
juries recently chose to not in-
dict the officers involved with 
the Brown and Garner cases, 
sparking mostly peaceful pro-
tests nationwide. 

 “We’re all frustrated with 
the lack of transparency in 
the grand jury system,” she 
said. “The outcomes haven’t 
been aligned with what little 
information we do receive or 
the actual experiences in our 
own communities. We need 
more [transparency] to ensure 
justice prevails in our commu-
nities.”

Ramsay pointed to the 
success, however, of Los Ange-
les’ community policing pro-
gram, to make neighborhoods 
safer.

 “The LAPD’s senior lead 
officer system,” she said, “is 
just one example of stronger 
cooperation between commu-
nities and police officers.”

Senior lead officers are 
LAPD personnel who work 
closely with residents, business 

owners and officials in their 
respective communities. In 
many cases, community mem-
bers can access their SLO, 
as they are known, directly 
through email or cell phone. 

Candidate David Ryu 
compared the culture of the 
LAPD during the Compton 
1965 and 1992 Rodney King 
riots to today and said com-
munication by the LAPD and 
its relationship to the overall 
community is better by “leaps 
and bounds.”

“There is always room 
for improvement,” he said, 
“but currently the LAPD is a 
world-class force, and that is 
due in large part to the strong 
leadership at the top.” 

Ryu said Beck is doing an 
admirable job and “has lived 
up to his strong reputation, 
thus far.” 

For Ryu, the key to keep-
ing the LAPD at the forefront 
is recruiting and retaining the 
best officers that can develop 
relationships of trust in the 
communities they police.

Candidate Joan Pelico 
said growing up in the Bronx, 
she was raised without preju-
dice or bias, and put an em-

phasis on her belief that peo-
ple are taught prejudice. “We 
aren’t born that way,” she said. 

Like other candidates, 
Pelico said she feels Los Ange-
les has made incredible prog-
ress since the Rodney King 
riots. Although she said the 
LAPD has been stripped of a 
lot of power since 1992, the re-
sult is a department more ac-
countable for its actions. 

“LAPD officers have a lot 
of training, they don’t just go 
out there,” she said. “Chief 
Beck and the captains, they do 
talk to their officers and there 
are disciplinary actions,” she 
said, for police misconduct.  

Pelico said she supports 
body cameras for police be-
cause it is good policy for both 
officers and civilians. 

“If you have body cameras 
for police officers,” she said, “I 
know some police who would 
think, why don’t you put body 
cameras on the criminals? Be-
cause there are two sides.”

Pelico also spoke of eco-
nomic inequality, both nation-
ally and locally, which she said 
leads to crime in the first place.  

“When you look at Fer-
guson, what’s the point of all 
those people stealing from 
those stores and looting from 
their own community and 

see ELECTION page 23



Los Feliz Ledger

Page 22 www.losfelizledger.com January 2015SENIOR MOMENTS

Ask me now 
how I’m 

different from 
the rest

Gail Crosby
Sotheby’s 

International Realty
1801 Hillhurst Ave, 

Los Angeles, CA 90027

323/428-2864
GailCrosby@aol.com

BRE: 01377453

ASK GAIL

Happy New Year!

Griffith Park Adult Community Center Calendar

Sunset Hall - Curriculum and Advocacy 

Wednesday, January 21, 2015 
12:00 – 3:00, Lunch, General Meeting, 

and Program at Friendship Auditorium
Sign up for lunch at GPACC.  

Program: Emergency Preparation, 
a presentation by Los Angeles Fire Department

We have 3 programs for walking. 
Mondays: 9:00 – 10:30 (moderate, mostly level), 

Wednesdays: 10:00 to 10:30 (walk around Mulholland Fountain), 
Fridays: 9:00 - 11:00 (trails in Griffith Park) Meet at GPACC.

3203 Riverside Drive, just south of Los Feliz Blvd.
* Call for info and reservations (323) 644-5579

Lunch Program: Mon.-Fri., GPACC, 
11:30 AM sign in, Noon lunch, Donation under 60 $4, 60+ $2

GPAC Club Info and Newsletter: 
Stephanie Vendig, (323) 667-3043 or vendig@sbcglobal.net.

Join GPAC Club: Only $15/year for trips and news. 
For information on trips, call Doris Slater, (323) 667-1879

Programs for 
free-thinking seniors 

(323) 660-5277

Conversational 
Spanish at GPACC on 
Wednesdays

Thanks to our ad sponsor Sunset Hall. They offer...

[SENIOR mOmENTS]

About That Word “Senior”
By Stephanie Vendig, Ledger Columnist

A friend of 
mine for-
warded me 

a You Tube video clip of Fritz 
Coleman, the KNBC weath-
ercaster, speaking at a confer-
ence on aging in Pasadena. He 
made fun of the aging process 
and how our society immedi-
ately puts us in the unhappy 

position of being old, even 
when we are not feeling old. 
It got me thinking about the 
word “senior.” 

In his routine, Coleman 
lamented that we start using 
the word “senior” in our 50s 
with senior citizen discounts 
or senior eligibility, for exam-
ple, in the American Assoc. of 
Retired Persons (AARP).  

The word “senior” is a 
common euphemism for an 
old person, implying that the 
person is over retirement age. 

“The term was apparently 
coined in 1938 during a politi-
cal campaign. It has come into 
widespread use in recent de-
cades in legislation, commerce 
and common speech,” Cole-
man said in the video. But, 
Coleman countered.

 “Don’t tell me I am old 
until I am old. When I get old, 
I’ll be happy to be old. I look 

forward to being old, when I 
may not have to be stuck in 
traffic on the 405,” he joked.

When we were opened 
the Griffith Park Adult Com-
munity Center six years ago, I 
consulted with the Director of 
Joselyn Adult Center in Bur-
bank. She wondered what I was 
calling the center. “Griffith Park 

Senior Center,” I said. She im-
mediately advised, “Don’t call it 
a senior center. Call it an Adult 
Center,” she said. “Otherwise 
people won’t come.” 

Using the word “senior” 
appears to encourage “ageism” 
meaning lumping a group of 
people together with one de-
scription. This leads to stereo-
typing and perhaps discrimi-
nating against individuals or 
groups just on the basis of age, 
whether it is casual or system-
atic. As expressed in a recent 
editorial by Jo Ann Jenkins, 
the chief exectutive officers of 
AARP: “We don’t want to be 
defined by our age any more 
than we want to be defined by 
race or sex or income.” 

From Jenkins’ point of 
view, getting older should be 
more about living than about 
aging. Today, with potentially 
longer life spans for most of 

us than in previous genera-
tions, we need to rethink how 
we look at retirement and how 
communities provide resourc-
es—such as facilities serving 
the older population across 
the age span—but also across 
the variations of physical and 
mental functioning. 

In a perfect world, age 

shouldn’t be arbitrary in deter-
mining what one does. Being a 
senior is not an end point. Peo-
ple should be able to have the 
opportunity to continue work 
that works for them, regardless 
of their age. People going into 
retirement should have easy 
access to resources that will 
expand their opportunities for 
new lifestyles beyond work. 
And there should be commu-
nity centers for “hanging out,” 
learning or retooling hobbies 
and skills and easy connection 
to resources for problem-solv-
ing as one meets new physical 
or mental challenges.  

When we were opened the Griffith Park Adult Community 
Center six years ago, I consulted with the Director of Joselyn 

Adult Center in Burbank. She wondered what I was calling 
the center. “Griffith Park Senior Center,” I said. She immediately 

advised, “Don’t call it a senior center. Call it an Adult Center,” 
she said. “Otherwise people won’t come.” 

[OUT AND ABOUT]

January 2015
Edited by Ameera Butt

ART

Hudson marquez and Charles 
Binger. “Rhythm and Shoes” is on 
view as well as “Illustrator,” which 
mixes a love of musicians and 
shoes, and film posters, pulp novels 
and celebrity portraiture. La Luz de 
Jesus Gallery, Fri., Jan. 9th, 8 p.m. 
Through Feb. 1st, 4633 Hollywood 
Blvd., Los Feliz. Information: (323) 
666-7667; laluzdejesus.com

mUSIC

Vivaldi & Schubert. Conductor 
Karina Canellakis gives you 
something to smile about. Tickets 
are $26-$120. Alex Theatre, Sat., Jan. 
24th, 8 p.m. 216 North Brand Blvd., 
Glendale. Information: laco.org 

SCIENCE & NATURE

Sunset Walk and Talk. Visit the 
Observatory with a Park Ranger 

and Museum Guide. Admission is 
free. Griffith Observatory, Tues., 
Jan. 27th, 5:05 p.m. 2800 E. 
Observatory Road, Griffith 
Park. Information: (213) 473-
0800; griffithobservatory.org

Snow Days at the LA Zoo. 
The wintery fun features an 
opportunity to watch animals 
exploring snowy wonderlands 
in their habitats. Tickets are $19 
general admission; $16 seniors; 
$14 for children ages 2 to 12.  No 
ticket is required for children under 
2.  Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical 
Gardens, Sat., Jan. 24th and Sun., 
Jan. 25th. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
5333 Zoo Drive, Los Angeles. 
Information: lazoo.org 

18th Annual masters of the 
American West Fine Art Exhibition 
and Sale. This prestigious 

see OUT AND ABOUT page 27

Logan Maxwell Hagege, It’s a New Life, is part of the new exhibit masters of the 
American West Fine Art Exhibition at the Autry. Photo courtesy of The Autry. 
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shine through  

With a 90 year history,  award-
winning senior living care, and a 
fresh outlook, Solheim offers the 

option to shine with a positive change 
and important support and resources.

Call 323-559-4926 today 
for an informative discussion and tour.

2236 Merton Ave
Eagle Rock CA 90041

(323) 559-4926
www.solheimlutheran.org

hurting their own commu-
nity?… Because they’re poor,” 
she said. “Because they don’t 
have. Because they can’t afford 
these things.”

Her solution is simple: 
educating and listening.

“It’s all about listening…
to what their needs and their 
concerns are,” she said. “We 
have to help our own and 
we cannot turn our backs on 
these people.”

In light of current national 
events, candidate Teddy Da-
vis also acknowledged “deep 
divides” within our country.

“There are preconceptions 
wired into us and we have to 
work to get beyond them,” he 
said.

Locally, he praised the 
LAPD’s improvements at 
“scrutinizing its own force” 
since Rodney King and the 
Rampart police corruption 
scandal. 

He also said transparency, 
such as releasing the names of 
officers involved in shootings 
is also key. Such disclosure, 
however, must be done know-
ing officers and their families 
will be safe. 

Davis also said the LAPD 
now more mirrors the com-
munities it serves. 

“Los Angeles has dramati-
cally improved the diversity 
of its police force and has em-
braced the community polic-
ing model,” he said. 

Candidate Step Jones, a 
small Sherman Oaks business 
owner, said he believes raising 
the salary of LAPD officers 
would eliminate potential on-
the-job misconduct. 

 “I think the LAPD 
should be the highest paid in 
the country,” he said. “With 
that there should be a zero 
tolerance [policy] on the job. 
Stupid things should not be 
permitted.” 

Candidate Rostrom 
Sarkissian said police mis-
conduct and police related fa-
talities are complex issues that 
call for a shift in perception, 
restraint and building trust. 

“There is this balance be-
tween [an officer’s] perceived 
sense of safety… and the pub-
lic’s need for a police force that 
[responds in a] measured way,” 
he said.  

Sarkissian said Los Ange-
les’s language barriers also im-
pede progress of trust between 
officer and civilian. 

“Some [people] might 
not speak [English],” he said, 
“which brings a fear of cops 
not understanding them. This 
can contribute to the culture 
of mistrust.” 

Candidate Michael 
Schaefer, had many thoughts 
on the issue, including his pos-
itive impression of Chief Beck 
and that the LAPD has recov-
ered mostly from the racial 

tensions between the “trigger 
happy” police force and citi-
zens during the 1990s. But he 
remains empathetic with those 
who have experienced police 
brutality in the past.               

Schaefer recalled seeing a 
teenager arrested around Hol-
lywood Boulevard, some time 
ago, because the boy chose not 
to provide an officer identifica-
tion when requested. 

“The cop threw him on the 
ground and arrested him. If I 
was a city councilman,” then, he 
said, “I would have gotten that 
cop’s information and let him 
know that he is not representing 
our city as he should.” 

Candidate Wally Knox 
had mixed reviews for Po-
lice Chief Beck. While Knox 
said he acknowledges that 
Los Angeles’s crime statistics 
have declined under Beck’s 
leadership, he questioned the 
LAPD’s own policing of itself.

“A fair and equitable disci-
plinary system is crucial to the 
operation of the police depart-
ment, but there is a perception 
that there is favoritism in the 

disciplinary process. . . There 
are few things that can more 
rapidly lower the morale of a 
police force than the percep-
tion that its officers are not 
subject to the same careful 
standards of disciplinary re-
view,” he said. 

Looking ahead, Knox said 
with the realignment of the 
state and county prison popu-
lations, there are many who 
say Los Angeles could begin to 
see an increase in crime. 

“We have enjoyed the 
fruits of a period in which a 
sophisticated, computerized 
tracking system resulted in 
decreasing crime statistics,” 
he said. “But, the department 
and the chief, will have to up 
their game to deal with the is-

sues realignment will bring.”
Knox also questioned 

whether officers today have 
been sufficiently trained in 
the use of various non violent 
tools, such as tear gas, tasers 
and “bean bags” to deescalate 
a confrontation and “to react 
thoughtfully rather than re-
flexively” to the city’s various 
cultures of which police are 
viewed differently. 

“Some cultures stress 
compliance with authority,” 
he said. “In other cultures… 
police are seen as an extension 
of the police in the ‘old coun-
try’—as the enemy.”

Knox also said other city’s 
have “successfully raided our 
ranks for highly desirable, ex-
perienced officers.”

The result, he said, is a 
force of relatively inexperi-
enced officers who have not 
learned the importance of 
thinking through a situation.

From an emotional stand-
point Candidate Tomas 
O’Grady said he feels “un-
comfortable” with firearms in-
cluding police officers expos-

ing their weapons. 
That practice, O’Grady 

said, is in far contrast to his 
upbringing in the British Isles, 
where he said unarmed police 
are the norm. To that end, he 
questioned why officers have 
weapons on Los Angeles Uni-
fied School District campuses. 

O’Grady praised former 
police chief, and Los Feliz resi-
dent, Bill Bratton who is now 
the police commissioner for the 
New York Police Dept., and 
current Chief Beck for reining 
in the police culture that pro-
duced the Rodney King riots.

“We can always be better,” 
he said, “but fair play to the 
LAPD. What a wonderful or-
ganization compared to what 
they were 20 years ago.”

In response to the recent 
incidences of police killings 
in New York and Ferguson, 
O’Grady does not agree with 
the notion that people are 
innately fearful of other cul-
tures citing a Canadian Royal 
Mounty Police study that dis-
misses the concept altogether. 

He said black men and 
women in Los Angeles are 
still harassed and humiliated 
regularly without cause and 
excuses won’t do. Instead, he 
said, the police system needs 
reexamining. 

“There’s a culture,” within 
the LAPD, he said, “that it’s 
we versus them; we are the 
occupying force; they are the 
citizens and need to be con-
trolled.” 

O’Grady said police de-
partments also act more like 
the military with an attitude 
of “commanded control” and 
sometimes exhibit a lack of 
ethical decision making re-
garding how to “treat another 
human being.”

“Your job,” he said, speak-
ing directly to police, “is to 

help citizens obey the law…  
in the most dignified way as 
possible [and to] not berate 
somebody and talk to them 
disrespectfully.”

Broadly, O’Grady even 
blamed police officers’ uni-
forms for setting the wrong 
tone. He said they remind him 
of the Gestapo during Germa-
ny’s Third Reich. 

“It is the uniform,” he 
said. “All those symbols make 
me uncomfortable and I’m a 
white man and I live in Los 
Feliz. I just think to soften the 
image of the police depart-
ment can help a lot.”

Candidate Tara Bannis-
ter said she remains a strong 
supporter of the LAPD, who 
she said “puts themselves in 
harm’s way every day.”

“I cannot imagine go-
ing to work every day facing 
danger and violent situations,” 
she said.  However, she said: 
“Americans now require more 
of police officers—more hu-
manity, more de-escalation 
and more compassion,” even 
when the human reaction 
would be to fight. 

She said she advocates for 
more “peace keeping” and due 
to recent national events and 
protests, “our police officers 
should be on notice and ad-
justing tactics. Period.”

Ask CD4 council can-
didate Jay Beeber about the 
NYPD’s fatal arrest of Eric 
Garner and you’ll get a take 
that differs from the usual crit-
icisms of the arresting officer’s 
chokehold technique.

“Taxes on cigarettes are so 
high in New York City that it 
sets up a black market,” Bee-
ber said. “It’s really the fault 
of the state in setting up that 
confrontational situation in 
the first place.”

Beeber said the larger is-
sues are often created over 
smaller ones. 

“Government often cre-
ates laws and enforcement 
policies that bring police of-
ficers and the public into 
contentious interactions over 

ELECTION from page 21
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In response to the recent incidences of police killings in New York 
and Ferguson, O’Grady does not agree with the notion that 

people are innately fearful of other cultures, citing a Canadian Royal 
mounty Police study that dismisses the concept altogether. 
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In Wake of Ferguson, Council Holds meeting to Talk Youth Interaction with Police 
By Ameera Butt, Ledger Contributing Writer

ECHO PARK—Rio Contreras, 
who sits on the Greater Echo 
Park Elysian Valley Neigh-
borhood Council recalls how 
four, 11-year-old boys told her 
they were stopped by the Los 
Angeles Police Dept. (LAPD) 
officers while skateboarding 
on a local sidewalk en route to 
a friend’s house. 

The conversation occurred 
in 2014 when Contreras was 
substituting for a class at San-
dra Cisneros Learning Acad-
emy. The boys told her the po-
lice asked them if “they were 
spray painting” in the area. 

“Hearing those kinds of 
stories are pretty devastating 
to me,” Contreras said.

People being stopped by 
police on sidewalks and in 
the streets in Echo Park—or 
allegedly harassed—were the 
types of qualms raised in a 
recent workshop organized 
by the GEPENC and other 
nonprofits. The workshop 
was designed to help youth 
be aware of their civil rights 
and to diffuse tense situa-
tions with police. About 20 
people attended the meeting 
in December.

“My hope is. . . we [can] 
hopefully get [youth] to un-

derstand an effective way to 
talk to cops, regardless of how 
cops are acting,” Contreras 
said. 

Being stopped by the po-
lice—and the consequential, 
tragic decisions made by some 

law enforcement—have stirred 
an intense conversation about 
race and police force across 
the nation, in part, due to two, 
contentious cases.

In Ferguson, Mo., a grand 
jury decided to not indict Of-
ficer Darren Wilson in the 
August shooting of unarmed 
18-year-old Michael Brown. 
That verdict, along with the 
grand jury decision not to 

indict a police officer in the 
death of Staten Island resident 
Eric Garner, have caused an 
uproar about police brutality 
in the form of recent marches 
and protests across the nation. 

“The timing for the work-

shop was right,” said Contre-
ras. “Ferguson is about people 
rising up against the racist 
police system and to state that 
black lives matter,” she said. 
“Youth are often harassed and 
don’t have the ability to com-
municate for themselves.”  

During the workshop, 
one attendee said: “If you [are] 
brown they go after you. If 
you’re white, they don’t bother 

you. I’m here to learn and to 
get something out of this.”

Kim McGill, from the 
Youth Justice Coalition, an 
organization dealing with 
race and gender inequality in 
Los Angeles County, was also 

present at the December work-
shop. She provided the audi-
ence with four scenarios of 
people who had brushes with 
the law—like during traffic 
stops or when police show up 
at their front door—and then 
demonstrated scenarios on 
how to engage with police ef-
fectively. 

“I think practicing re-
ally helped,” said Ann-Marie 

Holman, a GEPENC board-
member. “[The nation has] 
had so many cases of people 
being shot because they didn’t 
know what to do when they’re 
stopped.” 

LAPD Capt. Jeffery Bert, 
with Northeast Division, said 
there is no evidence the num-
ber of traffic stops have gone 
up significantly in Echo Park. 
In fact, he said the department 
has far fewer traffic stops in 
Echo Park than in other places 
such as East Hollywood or 
Highland Park.

“We don’t get to stop 
people for no reason,” he said. 
“We have to have reasonable 
suspicions to detain,” a per-
son, “and reasonable suspicion 
is they may be involved in a 
crime,” he said. 

For example, he said rid-
ing a skateboard on the road 
or riding without a helmet, 
underage, is not OK. 

But in a nutshell, Bert said 
when stopped by police “be 
polite. 

“The reality is it is ille-
gal to resist arrest. So when 
it comes to contact with po-
lice… abide by the law… The 
last thing we want to do is 
shoot somebody,” he said. 

A recent local workshop was designed to help youth 
be aware of their civil rights and to diffuse tense 

situations with police. “my hope is… we [can] hopefully 
get [youth] to understand an effective way to talk to 

cops, regardless of how cops are acting,” 
said Rio Contreras a boardmember of the Greater Echo 

Park Elysian Valley Neighborhood Council.
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extremely trivial matters,” he 
said. He referred to the sell-
ing of untaxed cigarettes, in 
the case of Garner, and the re-
cent crackdown by the LAPD 
of pedestrians in downtown 
Los Angeles ticketed by the 
LAPD for nearly $200 for us-
ing crosswalks after the count-
down timer started. 

“We’re having the police 
be our revenue collectors,” he 
said, “and that’s absolutely the 
wrong role for the police de-
partment.” 

In the wake of the police 
response to protests in Fer-
guson, a nationwide debate 
erupted over the increasing 
militarization of police de-
partments, as armored vehi-
cles, night-vision goggles and 
machine guns have become 
increasingly common for po-
lice departments. 

Beeber lamented the 
trend, here and elsewhere.

“That leads police to start 
thinking of themselves as an 
occupying force. There’s that 
us-against-them mentality,” he 
said.

Beeber said he supports 
Mayor Garcetti’s move to put 
body cameras on LAPD offi-
cers, but that is not, he said, 
the complete answer either. 

“Transparency is not the 
same as accountability. There 
was a very clear video record 
of the interaction leading up to 
Eric Garner’s death and the ac-
tual incident,” he said. Even so, 
a grand jury did not indict the 
officer involved in that case.

Candidate Sheila Irani 
credits the improvement be-
tween the LAPD and Los 
Angeles citizens to reforms 
required by 1992’s Charter 
Amendment F and the 2001 
U.S. Dept. of Justice consent 
decree imposed on the LAPD 
in the wake of the Rampart 
scandal and other abuses. 

“We’ve taken a lot of 
things to heart and made some 
significant changes,” Irani 
said. 

She also said she credits 
the LAPD’s diversity gains. 

“The face of the police is 
so different,” she said. “You 
have African American cops, 
Korean cops, commanders 
and chiefs. It represents the 
city now. [The] LAPD looks 
like Los Angeles.”

Not that Irani is without 
criticisms. For one, she thinks 
more hires should come from 
the communities where police 
officers live, rather than outly-
ing suburbs. 

She also suggested rotat-
ing cops through different units 
to prevent officers on tough 
beats—gang units, for exam-
ple—from racial profiling.

“When you’re constantly 
being exposed to people of 
color who are in gangs, it be-
comes hard for you not to see 
everyone that way,” Irani said. 

“There has to be some psycho-
logical effect if those are the 
only people you encounter.”

Irani said she still hears 
stories from her black friends 
of unjustified traffic stops and 
she worries about the rapid es-
calation of force in cases such 
as the LAPD’s shooting of a 
25-year-old mentally ill man, 
Ezell Ford, in August. 

“They seem to be on such 
high-anxiety mode,” she said.

Irani says the LAPD has 
adopted the right approach 
with community policing and 
trust-building programs such 
as the Police Activities League, 
in which officers work with 
youth in crime-ridden areas.

“It’s going to take decades 
of this kind of policing to so-
lidify trust in these communi-
ties,” she said. “I trust in the 
system and the approach the 
LAPD is taking now with…  
community policing.”

Candidate Fred Mariscal 
said he is still researching the 
NYPD’s new de-escalation 
policies, which include cultur-
al sensitivity training.

“But, I’m all for less use 
of force,” he said, “So, in prin-
ciple, I like the idea.”

Finally, candidate Steve 
Veres remembers growing up in 
Los Angeles, attending Loyola 
High School in 1992 and expe-
riencing the epicenter of the Los 
Angeles riots that year. 

“I remember going down 
Western Avenue and seeing 
Korean business owners on 
the top of their businesses 
with fully automatic assault 
rifles. That’s certainly not the 
Los Angeles that many of us 
thought we should be living 
in,” he said.

Like the other candidates, 
he said there’s been significant 
improvement since the police 
beating of Rodney King, in-
cluding the LAPD’s hiring of 
more women, more people of 
color and those with more var-
ied backgrounds.

But, he said, there’s still 
plenty of room to improve. 

He referred to 2007 when 
police brutalized immigrant 
rights demonstrators under for-
mer LAPD Chief Bratton and 
last summer’s police killing of 
Ford, another man from South 
Los Angeles and a man killed 
in Hollywood by the LAPD in 
December who was armed only 
with a pocketknife. 

“We’re not Ferguson by 
any sense,” he said, “but we 
still have a long ways to go. 
We’ve got to get used to that 
community relations compo-
nent of being a law enforce-
ment officer, not just an en-
forcer of the law.”

He also is in favor of 
LAPD body cameras that, he 
said, are often for the protec-
tion of officers as much as for 
civilians. 

“There’s not a whole lot of 
hiding anymore,” he said. 

ELECTION from page 23

see REVIEW page 28

[RESTAURANT REVIEW]

Night market + Song: A Jolt of Pop and Spice
in Silver Lake
By Pat Saperstein, Ledger Restaurant Critic

Night + Market Song is a 
dream of a Thai restaurant filled 
with happy young people non-
chalantly ordering water bug 
relish, pig blood dipping soup 
and strip club fried rice com-
plete with wiener blossoms.

Chiles are strewn through-
out dishes with abandon. 
Fluorescent lights glare down 
on oilcloth covered tables in a 
room that’s designed to mirror 
a funky joint in Bangkok, yet 
truly feels like Silver Lake in 
this moment.

The first Night + Mar-
ket sprang out of owner Kris 
Yenbamroong’s parents’ long-
time restaurant Talesai on the 
Sunset Strip, opening up a 

brighter, hotter, more authen-
tic street food spot next door.

The Silver Lake location—
“Song” means No. 2 in Thai—
is a cheeky take on a mom ‘n 
pop joint, with flimsy folding 
chairs, kitschy décor and no 

reservations. Fortunately Yen-
bamroong’s devotion to big, au-
thentic Southeast Asian flavors 
overcomes the self-conscious 
touches, resulting in a lively spot 
for a casual dinner.  

While it’s possible to order 
a familiar meal of pad thai and 
fried chicken wings, doing so 
would be totally missing the 
point. Vegetarians and diners 
who can’t tolerate much spice 
are politely accommodated, 

but to appreciate the full range 
of the menu, take the plunge 
and dive into pork and chiles.

Each night’s menu offers 
several specials, like the fried 

Each night’s menu offers several specials, 
like the fried wild baby octopus with garlicky, 

spicy bits that tastes like what most fried 
calamari would like to be when it grows up.
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The city initially said the 
much-delayed PPDs would be 
up by mid-summer, and then 
by November. The hope is 
that the PPDs will lessen the 
impact of smartphone-guided 
visitors who park on residen-
tial streets to glimpse the icon-
ic sign.

“The trailhead can’t open 
without the PPDs, otherwise 
we’re right back in the soup,” 
Beachwood resident Jim Van 
Dusen told the Ledger in Oc-
tober. “Without the PPDs, 
opening the trailhead would 
just be an absolute disaster.”

Since the gate has been 
closed hundreds of cars a 
day still show up after driv-
ing past “trailhead closed” 
traffic signs along lower 
Beachwood, but most now 
turn around and leave after 
they’re redirected by a Los 
Angeles Dept. of Recreation 
and Parks staffer stationed 
daily at Beachwood and Hol-
lyridge drives. The gridlock 
has eased, residents say, and 
emergency vehicle access has 
improved.

At least until the gate 
reopens. And even as upper 
Beachwood has enjoyed a re-
prieve, more traffic and visi-
tors have been pushed onto 
other areas, including the up-
per reaches of Deronda Drive, 
making lives miserable for 
residents there. 

Van Dusen, who repre-
sents Beachwood Canyon on 
the Hollywood United Neigh-
borhood Council, has faulted 
the city for not creating an 
overarching regional plan to 
manage the scores of visitors 
seeking out up-close vistas of 
the city’s most famous land-
mark. 

When it comes to the 
city’s current strategy, he said, 
“It’s all whack-a-mole.”

ATWATER VILLAGE 
SIDEWALKS
It’s a perpetual complaint 
heard around Los Angeles: un-
even sidewalks that rise up and 

make people fall and tumble. 
For Atwater Village, re-

lief—and repair—came in 
2014 in the form of funding 
that fixed the sidewalk outside 
Cristo Rey Church, on Perlita 
Avenue, as well as seven other 
major sites, including Per-
lita Avenue, La Clede Avenue, 
Chevy Chase Drive, Eden-
hurst Avenue and Acresite 
Street.

After the sites were com-
pleted at Easter last year, the 
city’s Bureau of Street Services 
Special Projects Division had 
more money left then origi-
nally estimated and is con-
tinuing to address other prior-
ity areas, including the 3700 
block of Glenfeliz Boulevard, 
according to Tony Arranaga, 
Communications Director 
for Councilmember Mitch 
O’Farrell. 

O’Farrell’s 13th District 
oversees Atwater Village, Echo 
Park and other areas. The 
$100,000 funding came from 
the city’s Bureau of Street Ser-
vices Special Projects Division 
for the repairs—$80,000 for 
sidewalk improvements and 
$20,000 for smoothing out 
edges and eliminating trip 
hazards at the fixed locations. 

DODGERS IN ECHO PARK
It was a tussle over the reopen-
ing of a gate near Los Ange-
les Dodgers Stadium between 
Echo Park residents, some city 
of Los Angeles officials, and 
a multi-million dollar Ma-
jor League Baseball team last 
year. 

Locals said the reopening 
of the Scott Avenue Gate—
which had been closed for 20 
years—was flooding traffic 
and causing congestion and 
Dodger fans were publicly uri-
nating on residential streets 
during the team’s home games 
last season.

The Dodgers organization 
said it will continue to seek 
new and innovative options, 
in addition to keeping the 
Scott Avenue Gate open, for 
entering and exiting the sta-
dium to best service fans and 

surrounding neighborhoods, 
according to Oscar Delgado, 
manager of neighborhood 
and government affairs for the 
Dodgers. 

“Our approach contin-
ues to focus on getting our 
fans into and out of the sta-
dium as safely and quickly 
as possible while providing 
traffic deterrents that ease 
the impact on our surround-
ing neighbors in cooperation 
with our council offices,” the 
Los Angeles Police Dept. 
other city agencies, Delgado 
said in an e-mail. 

In 2014, the Dodgers 
agreed to open the gate at least 
three hours prior to game time, 
on a game-to-game basis, and 
install signage on Sunset Bou-
levard warning residents to 
expect traffic delays. They also 
reduced parking to $5 per car 

at lots near other gates to alle-
viate fans from parking in the 
local neighborhoods.

GLENFELIZ LIBRARY
The Glenfeliz Boulevard El-
ementary School library is 
temporarily closed because its 
library aide, Carolina Maria, 
is on maternity leave, accord-
ing to school officials. 

Like other libraries across 
the Los Angeles Unified 
School District (LAUSD), the 
school library hasn’t been im-
mune to budget cuts. Last year, 
the school designated Maria, 
as a part-time librarian-aide 
to help the library, which had 
shut down because its previous 
library aide was relocated to 
another school by LAUSD. 

It used to be, a decade 
ago, the school had a full-time 
librarian. Then, that funding 
was pulled. 

“Students are not able to 
check out books until her re-
turn in February,” said Prin-
cipal Karen Sulahian. “How-
ever, our teachers have stepped 
up to fill the gap and still take 
their students to the library on 
a weekly basis to browse the 
books and hear stories on the 
story stairs.”

In addition to being avail-
able during the school day, the 
library will also be open twice 
a week after school starts in 
January, she said, and super-
vised by the school’s teachers, 
Sulahian said.

EAST HOLLYWOOD 
LOS FELIZ HOmELESS 
COALITION
The East Hollywood Los Fe-
liz Homeless Coalition has 
received a $10,000 donation 
see YEAR IN REVIEW page 28

YEAR IN REVIEW from page 3
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exhibition showcases new work 
by nationally recognized artists 
such as Bill Anton, George Carlson, 
Tammy Garcia, Robert Griffing, 
Z. S. Liang, Kyle Polzin, Mian Situ, 
Tucker Smith, Howard Terpning, 
and Morgan Weistling. Opens Jan. 
31st. Museum Admission is $10 for 
adults, $6 for students and seniors. 
The Autry, Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Sat.-Sun., 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
4700 Western Heritage Way, Griffith 
Park. Artwork will be on display 
through March 8th. Information: 
(323) 667-2000; theautry.org

THEATER & DANCE

Reborning. A young artist who 
crafts custom made dolls begins 
to suspect that a demanding client 
may be the mother who abandoned 
her at birth. As she tries to unravel 
the mystery, she discovers the path 
to her own “reborning.” Tickets are 
$30 regular admission, $20 students 
and $25 seniors. Fountain Theatre, 
Through March 15. Opens Jan. 24th. 
Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, 
8 p.m., Sundays, 2 p.m. 
5060 Fountain Ave., Hollywood. 
Information: (323) 663-1525;

 fountaintheatre.com 

COmmUNITY

Toddler Treks with Acorn Bear. 
Children ages 2 to 4 years old learn 
about nature in this interactive 
class. Registration deadline 
is Jan. 16. $36 members, $44 
nonmembers: $16 member siblings, 
$24 nonmember siblings. Admission 
tickets are $9 general, $6 seniors 
and students, $4 children ages five 
to 12; children 4 and younger free. 
Descanso Gardens, Fri., Jan. 23rd, 
10 a.m. 1418 Descanso Drive, 

La Cañada Flintridge. 
Information: (818) 949-4200; 
descansogardens.org 

Baby Storytime. Join the library 
for stories, songs and a whole lot 
more. Los Feliz Library, Wed., Jan. 
14th, 10:30 a.m.1874 Hillhurst Ave., 
Los Feliz. Information: (323) 913-
4710; lapl.org

Life Story Writing. Turn your 
memories into vivid writing for 
inner exploration, to preserve 

family history or to prepare for 
publication. Silver Lake Library, 
Sat., Jan. 17th, 2 p.m. 
2411 Glendale Blvd., Silver Lake. 
Information: (323) 913-7451; 
lapl.org

Building Bricks Club. Join other kids 
and families at the library to build 
with Lego’s. Edendale Library, Sat. 
Jan. 3rd, 10 a.m. 
2011 W. Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles. 
Information: (213) 207-3000; 
lapl.org

OUT AND ABOUT from page 22

Advertise in the Los Feliz Ledger
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from Nederlander/AEG in its 
drive to raise funds to deploy 
an outreach van in Los Feliz 
and adjacent areas.

The two organizations, 
which are also partnered in a 
battle to secure a new contract 
to operate the Greek Theatre, 
made the donation jointly. 
With that donation, the over-
all funds raised to date are just 

over $70,000, according to co-
alition founder Dana Cremin. 

The coalition is raising 
funds to deploy a full-time 
staffer for Los Feliz and adja-
cent areas for a van owned by 
People Assisting the Homeless 
(PATH). That organization 
works daily visiting the home-
less and providing “hygiene 
kits,” including t-shirts, socks 
and deodorant, among other 
items. PATH’s goal is to build 
relationships with the home-
less to steer them toward exist-
ing services that will help get 
them off the streets. 

The coalition plans a ma-
jor drive to start in January to 
count and more fully service 
the Los Feliz and Silver Lake 
homeless population. The grass 
roots organization is working 
with government, non-profits 
and faith organizations. 

SKYLAR STREETER
There are no leads on a hit and 
run case that happened last 
May in Atwater Village, ac-
cording to Los Angeles Police 
Dept. (LAPD) officials.

Last year, 18-year-old 
Skylar Streeter was struck by a 
hit and run driver on Fletch-
er Drive near Larga Avenue, 
as the boy was jay walking 
across the street, according to 
(LAPD) officials. 

Streeter spent most of the 
summer recovering at Chil-
dren’s Hospital on Sunset 
Boulevard until he was re-
leased to go home in August. 

LAPD Det. Mike Kaden 
said vehicle parts recovered 
from the scene were from a 
white 2001 to 2006 BMW Z4 
that appeared to have a black 
convertible top.

The only way there may 
be a break in the case is if the 
driver develops a conscious and 
turns himself or herself in, or 
someone, who actually knows 
the driver, comes forward with 
information, Kaden said. 

GLENDALE-HYPERION 
BRIDGE DESIGNS
In December, the city’s Bureau 
of Engineering and Los Ange-
les Dept. of Transportation 

(LADOT) met with a citizens’ 
advisory committee to discuss 
progress regarding the retrofit-
ting of a bridge that connects 
Atwater Village and Los Feliz.

The Glendale-Hyperion 
Bridge will be seismically re-
fitted for earthquake safety. 
During the work, improve-
ments for pedestrian and bi-
cycle access will also be done. 
The cost for the overall project 
is $50 million.

There are three design op-
tions proposed for the retrofit 
each with new or improved 
access for pedestrians and bi-
cyclists. A crucial point of dif-
ference, however, is one option 
maintains the bridge’s current 
four lanes for car traffic while 
the other two reduce the ve-
hicular lanes to three. 

After a public outcry over 
the initial design last year, that 
offered no options for bicycle 
lanes, Los Angeles City Coun-
cilmember Mitch O’Farrell 
created an advisory commit-
tee. In August, the committee, 
composed of representatives 
from Atwater Village, Silver 
Lake and the Los Feliz neigh-
borhoods, voted to support, by 
a 6-3 vote, one of the options 
with three car lanes. Other or-
ganizations, however, includ-
ing the Atwater Neighborhood 
Council, have voted for the op-
tion with four car lanes.

Depending on what op-
tion is finally chosen, the 
project will go to the city’s 
Board of Public Works for 
a recommendation that will 
then be forwarded to the Los 
Angeles City Council for a 
vote. Construction would 
begin in 2018, according to 
city officials. 

YEAR IN REVIEW from page 26

Skylar’s room at Children’s Hospital Los Angeles was decorated with photos of 
family and friends. He spent most of the summer recovering there until he was 
released to go hom in August. Photo: Ameera Butt/Los Feliz Ledger.

wild baby octopus with garlicky, 
spicy bits that tastes like what 
most fried calamari would like 
to be when it grows up. Isaan 
sour fermented sausage isn’t al-
ways found on local menus and 
Night Market’s version bursts 
with porky, spicy notes.

One of Night Market’s sig-
nature dishes is Nam khao tod, 
crispy rice salad, a carnival of 

tastes including deep-fried rice, 
sour pork, raw ginger, onions, 
peanuts, cilantro and chile. 

Adventurous eaters might 
want to try pork blood and msg 
dipping soup, garnished with 
pork cracklings and herbs—like 
the one Anthony Bourdain en-
joyed on “Parts Unknown.” Or-
der sticky rice to go with it and 
dip a ball in the soup. It’s not as 
daunting as it sounds. 

The sophisticated wine list 
includes sauvignons and ries-
lings to lighter-bodied chilled 
reds like gamays and caber-
net franc. Unusual sparkling 
wines like “Distressed Femi-
ninity” also make a good foil 
for the bold food.

Night + Market Song
3322 W. Sunset Blvd. 
323-665-5899

REVIEW from page 25
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Baby and Me Classes (birth to 2½ years)

Enroll now for:
Hands-on Art
Music Magic
Shabbat Sing and Swing
Sunday Funday
and more!   

Start your 

journey  
with us! 

wbtla.org/ecc

West East

Mann Family Early Childhood Center
11661 W. Olympic Blvd, LA 90064
(310) 457-8900

Erika J. Glazer Early Childhood Center
3663 Wilshire Blvd, LA 90010
(213) 835-2125Tw
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Street Vending Guidelines Under Consideration by City
By Ameera Butt, Ledger Contributing Writer

You’ve seen the men and 
women in neighborhoods 
like Echo Park or Silver Lake, 
hawking T-shirts, winter jack-
ets or Mexican ice pops called 
paletas. 

A framework to legalize 
street vending is in the works 
by Los Angeles city officials 
that could assist those vendors. 
In December, a city economic 
development committee met 
to outline a proposed citywide 
sidewalk vending policy. 

But there are some city 
officials who are concerned 
about the public health and 
safety ramifications of street 
vendors in the community.

Sidewalk vendors—
whether they’re selling T-
shirts or hot dogs—account 
for more than $504 million 
in annual sales of food and 
merchandise, according to the 
Economic Roundtable, an or-
ganization that conducts eco-
nomic and social research in 
Los Angeles.  

There are currently 50,000 
sidewalk vendors in the city. 
Of these, nearly 10,000 are 
food vendors. The remaining 
40,000 sell non-food items, 
according to the city’s Bureau 
of Street Services. 

“Los Angeles is known as 
one of the world’s street food 
capitals and yet we continue 
to have no regulation for street 
vending, which is bad for 
consumers and vendors,” said 
Connie Llanos, communica-
tions director for Los Angeles 
City Councilmember Curren 
Price, Jr., who is chair of the 
city’s economic development 
committee. 

Meanwhile, Llanos said, 
other major cities have le-
gal street vending systems in 
place. 

“The goal is to help en-
courage micro-entrepreneurs, 
which will help our economic 
development while also help-
ing to make vending safer for 
customers [and] minimizing 
impacts to brick and mortar 
businesses,” Llanos said.

Under a proposed side-
walk vending model, interest-
ed vendors would first take an 
initial, introductory course—
led by city and county of-
ficials—to learn about new 
guidelines and requirements. 
If vendors want to sell food, 
they must obtain a permit 
from the County Department 

of Health and obtain various 
documents and proof of li-
ability, among other items, 
according to a report from a 
legislative analyst submitted 
to the economic development 
committee in November. 

Los Angeles City Coun-
cilmember Mitch O’Farrell, 
whose District 13 oversees 
Echo Park, Silver Lake and 
Hollywood, said the initial re-
port from the city raises more 
questions than answers.

“It’s clear that the city 
council should not take a one-
size-fits-all approach to legal-
izing street vending, and I am 
eager to get working on this 
policy so that we can finally 
have some guidelines for our 
neighborhoods,” he said.

Others on the city coun-
cil are against legalizing street 
vending because of public 
health and safety concerns. 

Councilmember Tom La-
Bonge, whose Council Dis-
trict 4 oversees Los Feliz, mid-

Wilshire and Hollywood, in 
part, said he is not in support 
of street vending. He said he’s 
OK with vendors selling fruit, 
but is opposed to the street 
sale of hot food. 

“I would like to see the 
[city’s] planning department 
adjust some of the [street ven-
dor] parking regulations and 
maybe having one space for 
a fruit vendor,” he said in a 
recent interview. “In Holly-
wood they have propone tanks 
right on the sidewalk… I’m 
OK with fruits and vegetables 
[sold] in a spot that is safer and 
cleaner.” 

Some neighborhood 
councils in the area have come 
out in support of new guide-
lines—or have yet to discuss 
the issue.

The Los Feliz Neighbor-
hood Council (LFNC) sup-
ports legalizing street vending. 
In a letter sent to the Los An-
geles City Council the council 
indicated: “With a permit pro-
cess and regulation of street 
vendors…the city can give 
small business owners an op-
portunity to make an honest 
living, encourage healthy eat-
ing and create safer, more vi-
brant streets.” 

The Silver Lake Neigh-
borhood Council is currently 
discussing the issue. Accord-
ing to boardmember Matthew 
Mooney some in Silver Lake 

have complained about noise 
street vending can bring. 

In Echo Park, Ann-Ma-
rie Holman, who sits in the 
Greater Echo Park Elysian 
Valley Neighborhood Coun-
cil (GEPENC), said it’s a good 
idea for the city to collect 
taxes from the numerous food 

trucks in the neighborhood 
as well as the food vending 
around Echo Park Lake. 

The GEPENC wrote to the 
city it supports developing com-
prehensive guidelines and regu-
lations regarding street vending.

Torin Dunnavant, co-
chair of the Atwater Vil-

lage Neighborhood Council 
(AVNC), said Atwater has a 
handful of fruit street ven-
dors. But, for the AVNC, the 
notion of new regulations 
and guidelines has not been 
discussed.

Another hearing by the 
city’s economic development 
committee will occur this 
spring before the issue goes to 
the Los Angeles City Council. 

There are currently 50,000 sidewalk 
vendors in the city. Of these, nearly 10,000 

are food vendors. The remaining 40,000 
sell non-food items, according to the 

city’s Bureau of Street Services. 
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[mOTHER OF INVENTION]

Smart Technology vs. Smart Kids
By Rita mauceri, Ledger Columnist

I’m all for progress and to-
tally get the appeal of “smart 
technology.” It’s cool, it’s con-
venient, and has improved 
our lives in myriad ways. But, 

there are downsides and as a 
parent, I’m becoming more 
and more preoccupied with 
the negatives.

Most of us who had ba-
bies within the last 10 years 
used audio monitors to keep 
an eye—or at least an ear—on 
our little ones while they slept. 
Eventually, monitors upgrad-
ed to sleek-looking video mod-
els with grainy, low-resolution 
black and white images that 
didn’t allow you to see much, 
but gave you peace of mind.

Skip to 2015. The nursery 
is new-fangled in ways I never 
could have imagined when I 
first became a mother. A re-
cent New York Times article 
profiled a slew of cutting-edge 
“wearable” electronic devices 
that “track your newborn’s 
sleeping habits, gathering data 
like whether babies are on 
their backs or stomachs, their 
breathing rates, skin tempera-
ture, room temperature and 
even, in some cases, blood-
oxygen levels and heart rates.” 
Impressive, maybe, but also 
unsettling.

Take Mimo, an electronic 
tracking device built into a 
customized onesie. Not only 
does it measure your baby 
sleeping patterns and levels, 
it charts everything so par-
ents can analyze the informa-
tion or share it with a nanny 
or sitter via an app, naturally. 
MonBaby is a similar device: 
a button that snaps onto the 
front of a baby’s clothing dur-
ing sleep. Sproutling is a digi-
tal anklet that tracks sleep, 
breathing, motion and claims 

to let you know if an infant is 
fussy upon waking.

Potty time has gone 2.0 
as well. The iPotty attaches 
an iPad to your kid’s training 
toilet. Is it just me or does the 
idea of putting an expensive 
tech device in the bathroom 
in the hands of a two-year-old 
sound like a flawed concept?

It gets better. Smart PJs 
are aimed at kids who don’t 
like getting ready for bed—as 
if any toddler does. The dot-
ted pattern on the PJs contains 
code that unlocks bedtime 
stories and sings lullabies. Just 
download the Smart PJ’s app, 
scan the code on the jammies 

and let technology do the bed-
time work for you. 

My favorite, though, is 
the Cry Translator. Download 
an app, hold your phone close 
to your screaming child and 
it will, allegedly, “diagnose” 
crying and let you know what 
your child needs.

This is where technology 
loses me. How about picking 
up your baby, trying to soothe 
him, listening to his crying 
with your human—and de-
cidedly low-tech ears—and 
make a human and low-tech 
judgment call?

I love technology. I work 
at a tech company. But these 
high-concept devices are hop-
ing to relieve parents from 
developing essential skills. A 
mother should know what her 
child’s cry means without a 
piece of technology to tell her. 
A father should read a bedtime 
story rather than scanning a 
pair of pajamas. We should 
all take a step back and try to 
understand the good, the bad, 
and the ugly when it comes to 
technology.

The online site, Trend-
hunter, reports: “More two-to 
five-year-olds with Internet 
access at home know how to 
play a computer game and use 
a smartphone than know how 
to swim, ride a bike or tie their 
shoes.”

Hopefully that statistic 
scares you as it did me.

What’s most alarming is 
that parents—and yes, I in-
clude myself here— have be-
come so oblivious to the im-
pact of technology that they’ve 

stopped questioning their chil-
dren’s exposure to it and how 
that may impact their growth 
and education.

I recently realized my kids 
don’t have a clue how to read 
a map. Ask them how to get 
somewhere and they’ll say:  “Ask 
Siri.” My 13-year-old nephew 
doesn’t understand why he 
needs to work on penmanship 
when “everything is typed.”

Sigh.  Heavy, heavy sigh.
My husband and I recent-

ly “scaled back” on our kids’ 
video games and digital devic-
es and their response was pre-
dictable and not at all good. 
We suddenly realized: they’re 

addicts. They haven’t yet cre-
ated an app for detoxing your 
kid from… apps. 

Meantime, I’m starting to 
question technology -- wheth-
er my kids like it or not—and 
focus on actually teaching 
them some old-fashioned 
skills like map reading, wood-
working and gardening. How 
last millennium!

Potty time has gone 2.0 as well. The iPotty attaches 
an iPad to your kid’s training toilet. Is it just me 

or does the idea of putting an expensive tech device 
in the bathroom in the hands of a two-year-old 

sound like a flawed concept?

Edible Garden Coming Soon to 
Glenfeliz Elementary 

The “Glenfeliz Farm” at 
Glenfeliz Boulevard Elemen-
tary School is still in its final 
building stages and approach-
ing completion. 

According to school of-
ficials, the farm will provide 
a horticulture and nutrition 
education for students. The 
garden will have fruit trees, 
planters, an outdoor classroom 
and a sink. 

Produce harvested will be 
donated to Forage Restaurant 
on Sunset Boulevard to use as 

menu ingredients. The total 
cost to build the garden was 
close to $40,000, according to 
school officials. 

The school is currently 
constructing an automatic 
drip system, the sink and 
adding decorative plants, 
said Principal Karen Sula-
hian. A deck for the garden 
and landscaping have been 
completed.

“Edible plants are antici-
pated to go in sometime in late 
January,” Sulahian said.
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Coming Soon

2470 Hidalgo Avenue       Silver Lake Hills         $675,000
This charming well cared for Traditional home has been loved 
by the same owner for 40 years keeping it’s character intact. 
Set back & up on a hill with a large backyard. Room for a pool 
and more. The home offers 2+1 upstairs + a separated lower 
level w/1 bdrm 1 bth with poss home office too. Eat-in kitchen. 
Wonderful setting on lovely cul-de-sac. Original hardwood 
floors. With TLC this home could be such a wonderful home. 

Under Construction            Los Feliz                  Call For Price
Completely renovated California bungalow walking distance to 
Hillhurst and close to Sunset Junction & Prospect Studios. This  
3+2 home offers an open floor plan w/a beautifully renovated 
kitchen & baths. New flooring, cabinetry, counter tops, interior 
& exterior paint & many upgraded systems too. The kitchen 
and master suite leads to deck that’s perfect for entertaining & 
out to the yard. Detached 2 car garage+addt’l driveway parking.

1310 Silver Lake Blvd               Silver Lake               $3500
This 1950’s gated & remodeled Mid-Century home is available 
as a furnished lease starting March 1st for 3-6 months. Open 
living space & dining opens to Cook’s kitchen with stainless 
appliances & breakfast bar. LR with opened beamed ceiling. 
Great backyard with patio. Dark hardwood floors. Central air 
and heat. Laundry room inside. Steps to Sunset Junction and 
all the great eateries and shops the neighborhood has to offer! 

For Lease

Coming Soon

George & Eileen Moreno Realtors - trusted names in Real 
Estate since 1995 with almost 1,000 properties sold! We 
look forward to hearing from you if we can assist you with 
buying or selling your property in 2015!

2369 Lyric Avenue                  Los Feliz              Call For Price 
Spacious 3 bedroom 2.5 Contemporary home set high above the 
hill to take advantage of the wondeful views. Beautifully 
renovated Cook’s kitchen w/new shaker cabinets, granite tops 
& all new stainless GE appliances. Kitchen opens to den with a 
fireplace and leads to patio. Upstairs has 3 bedrooms plus a 
large open family room. Master suite with private bath w/new 
counter top. Parking for 3 cars. Great Los Feliz neighborhood. 

In Escrow

Coming Soon

2459 Hidalgo Avenue        Silver Lake Hills     $1,300,000
Silver Lake Hills fourplex with views on a lovely cul-de-sac in a 
great residential neighborhood next door to a home that just 
sold for close to $2M. Excellent owner user or investment 
opportunity. 3+2, 2 story townhouse style unit (will be vacant 
at the close) + 3 large 1+1 units w/lots of upside potential + a 
addt’l studio apt. 4 covered parking spaces. Apprx 3968 sq ft + 
studio. Close to many Silver Lake hot spots & downtown.

Sold

1928 Myra Avenue             Los Feliz                       $715,000 
Located on a wonderful street in a great neighborhood, this 
1939 built Traditional home is ready for it’s facelift to uncover 
all the beauty and charm that once was here! Courtyard entry 
with large living room, views and a fireplace. Nice dining room. 
Kitchen with breakfast area. 2 bedrooms, 1.5 baths plus a family 
room for possible 3rd bedroom. Hardwood floors. Garage with 
direct access. Approx 1455 sq ft & 4999 lot. Probate sale. 

1929 Monon Street               Los Feliz                      $5,000 
Newly restored 1960’s 3+3.5 2-story home located on a lovely 
cul-de-sac. Eat-in kitchen with new cabinets and appliances 
opens to family room with fireplace. Spacious LR. Master has 
private bath with huge shower and double sinks. Third 
bedroom downstairs plus home office and 3/4 bath. Newly 
refinished blonde hardwood floors. 2 car garage with direct 
access. Central AC & heat. Franklin school district.  Gorgeous!

Leased

Happy New Year!

In Escrow

5060 Los Feliz Blvd             Los Feliz                 $1,350,000
Enjoy a great atrium with fountain and skylight as the central 
focus in this 4+3 1922 Mediterranean home. Set back from the 
street, it begins with a large front porch that opens into the 
living room w/fireplace.  Large formal dining and remodeled 
eat-in kitchen with shaker style cabinets, granite tops and 
stainless appliances. Spacious yard with room for a pool. A 
wondeful home for entertaining. Represented buyers


