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[CD4 ELECtiON]

Veres Dogged by independent 
Expenditures
While Ramsay’s Support Remains Strong
By Colin Stutz, Ledger Contributing Writer

As the March 3 Council 
District 4 election approaches, 
more money in the form of 
independent expenditures are 
rolling in to pad candidates’ 
war chests as they work to get 
their names and messages out 
to the district’s voters. 

Of the 14 candidates vy-
ing to replace the termed-out 
Tom LaBonge, Community 
College District Trustee and 
former Los Angeles Director 
to California State Assembly-
member Sen. Kevin de Leon 
(D-Los Angeles) Steve Veres 
has received the most money 
from independent expendi-
ture committees — more than 

$93,000 as of press time. 
But this outside support 

to Veres’ campaign has raised 
questions of how independent 
these expenditures truly are. 

Steve Veres

see ELECTION page 5

[CD4 ELECtiON]

Election Math: 
Do the Numbers
By Colin Stutz
Ledger Contributing Writer

With 14 candidates seek-
ing to replace Tom LaBonge as 
councilmember for Los Ange-
les’ Fourth District (CD4), the 
difference between making it 
past the March 3rd primary 
election and into the May 
runoff could be the slimmest 
of margins. 

To best gauge how many 
votes a candidate will need to 
pass to the next round, it’s help-
ful to look at the most recent 
election of 2013 that saw a simi-
larly high number of candidates 
competing to replace a termed-
out councilmember — that’s 
the neighboring 13th District.

In that race, then-candi-
dates Mitch O’Farrell and John 
Choi made it out of the 12-per-
son pack with just 18.8% and 
16.7% of the votes, respectively. 
O’Farrell secured 4,530 while 

see MATH page 7

the Mayor’s Got A tip For the 
Minimum Wage increase
By Bridgette Webb, Ledger Contributor Writer

Local businesses are no-
ticeably on edge as lawmakers 
consider a potential minimum 
wage increase to as high as 
$15.25. 

Los Angeles City Council 
members are still considering 
the increase in wage. Cur-
rently there is no date set on 

when the council will vote on 
the issue. 

Los Angeles Mayor Eric 
Gracetti first announced plans 
last September to raise the 
minimum wage from the cur-
rent $9 an hour to $13.25 by 
2017. 

At the time, he said doing 
so was necessary because the 
erosion of wages for low-and 
middle-wage workers threatens 
the recovery of Los Angeles.

“I’m proposing to respon-
sibly and gradually raise the 
minimum wage,” he said in a 
press release, “because it’s de-
plorable and bad for our econ-
omy to have 1 million Ange-
linos stuck in poverty, even 
when working full-time.” 

see MAYOR page 22see LABONGE page 8

Mayor Eric Garcetti

LaBonge 
Dodges 
Records 
Request
“Until After 
Election”
By Julie Walmsley 
and Allison B. Cohen

LOS ANGELES—Three sepa-
rate requests from soon-to-
be-termed out City Coun-
cilmember Tom LaBonge 
detailing the use of city finan-
cial transfers to his office for 
the funding of general staff 
salaries as well as travel and 
lavish events related to his 

Council District 4’s (CD4) 
“Sister Cities Initiative” had 
been unfilled with one staffer 
replying the office would re-
spond to one request but only 
after the May election. 

LaBonge’s last month in 
office is June due to term lim-
its. His former staffer, Carolyn 
Ramsay—whom he endors-
es—is in a tight March 3rd 
primary election with 13 other 
candidates. A run off will be 
held, May 19th, between the 
two highest vote getters.

According to Ramsay, she 
has nothing to do with the Sis-
ter Cities Initiative. 

“I left the council office 
eight months ago,” she wrote 
in a text message over the 

CROWDED HOUSE—On March 3rd, Los Angeles voters will be casting ballots for a 57 candidates 
for city council districts, four Los Angeles Unified School District Board of Education districts and 
two Community College Board of Trustee seats. The largest candidate pool is for Los Angeles City 
Council District 4, with 14 candidates vying to replace Councilmember Tom LaBonge who has 
served since 2001, but must leave office due to term limits. The photo is of the photographer’s 
home. He appears to be hedging his bet. Photo: Michael Locke. 

LaBonge and CD4 staffer Kamilla 
Blanche at the January 2014 Los 
Angeles Art Show event.
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[LEttER FROM tHE PUBLiSHER]

By Allison B. Cohen

We’ve been meeting infor-
mally  with  and reporting on 
the Los Angeles City Council 
District 4 candidates since last 
August. I’ve personally gotten 
to know them well and agree 
when  Los Feliz Neighbor-
hood Council President Linda 

Demmers said publicly  re-
cently it’s an extremely skilled 
group we have to choose from 
March 3rd to replace termed-
out councilmember Tom La-
Bonge.

The Ledger is endorsing 
Sheila Irani and Teddy Davis.

Irani, 52, has proven track 
records in both public service 

and the private sector. Debates 
for this race have organically 
differentiated the candidates 
as either “Insider” or “Outsid-
er” and the topic comes up of-
ten: which perspective is  best 
to administer the district espe-
cially since it has had the in-
delible brand of LaBonge since 

see LETTER page 13
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[StREEt LEVEL] 

Got the Vote?
Compiled by Ameera Butt, Ledger Contributing Writer

To date, a total of $4.3 
million has been contributed 
to and $2.2 million spent 
on various Los Angeles City 
Council elections, four Los 
Angeles Unified School Dis-
trict Board of Education races 
and two charter amendments 
that would change when elec-
tions occur in Los Angeles in 
the future. 

The election is March 3rd. 
Will you be voting? 

I’m not sure 
whom I’m go-
ing to vote for 
because I’m not 
familiar with 
the candidates.

—Bruce Quinn, Glendale, on 
Glendale Boulevard in Atwater 
Village 

No, because I 
just don’t really 
stay informed 
on that level of 
elections. I just 
had a baby and 

am out of the loop.
—Alex Seeley, 27, Highland 
Park, on Kingswell Avenue in 
Los Feliz 

Of course, be-
cause if you 
vote, nobody 
can choose for 
you. Even if the 
candidate you 

voted for loses, at least you 
voted. 
—Alex Meza, 55, Echo Park, 
on Glendale Boulevard next to 
Echo Park Lake 

Maybe I got 
s o m e t h i n g 
in the mail. I 
think there’s 
too many elec-
tions. What 

is this election for? I guess 
I thought they already did 
one. I was thinking it was the 
county election. 
—Meagan Miller, 44, Enci-
no, in Barnsdall Art Park with 
her 3-year-old daughter

I don’t want 
to vote. I don’t 
have a reason.
—Albert Men-
dez, 19, Echo 
Park, at Echo 

Park Lake  
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50

Hancock Park/Mid Wilshire/
Koreatown

CD4: NUMBER OF DONORS BY  NEIGHBORHOOD

Number of Donors

Los Feliz

Hollywood

Atwater/Elysian/Silver Lake

Beverly Hills

The Valley

100 125 300

276

TEDDY DAVIS

SHEILA IRANI

WALLY KNOX

TOMAS O’GRADY

JOAN PELICO

CAROLYN RAMSAY

DAVID RYU

STEVE VERES

Source: Los Angeles City Ethics Commission through 2/14/15.
Donors providing to more than one candidate extracted.
Compiled by Griffin O. Cohen, Research Assistant, Georgetown University.

More election graphs: losfelizledger.com
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Know your watering days.

Water conservation in Los Angeles is mandatory. 
Limit your outdoor watering to 3 days a week, 
8 minutes per station, before 9 a.m. or after 4 p.m.

ODD
Addresses

EVEN
Addresses
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LADWP.com/WaterConservation

KEEP SAVING 
WATER, L.A.!

STATEWIdE 
dRouGhT

While Los Angeles elec-
tion law restricts individual 
campaign contributions to 
$700 per donor for a single 
candidate in a City Council 
race, independent commit-
tees may support or oppose a 
candidate with unlimited fun-
draising and spending so long 
as their efforts are not coordi-
nated with the candidate and 
the candidate’s campaign. 

The influx of independent 
money coming into Veres’ 
campaign since the beginning 
of February is no surprise. 
With his connections through 
his work on de Leon’s staff, 
Veres has received support 
from a handful of organiza-
tions with ties to Sacramento, 
such as local labor chapters 
and the Los Angeles County 
Democratic Party. 

Though coordination is 
prohibited between the two 
sides, an Encino political com-
munications firm called Shall-
man Communications did 
work for Veres at no cost and 
now works for a Sacramento-
based independent commit-
tee supporting his campaign 
called Safe Neighborhood & 
Better Schools for Steve Veres 
for City Council 2015. 

The company was listed 
on a number of press releases 
starting in Sept. 2013 when 
Veres announced his candida-
cy and lasting until July 2014, 
promoting many of his cam-
paign’s endorsements early on. 

Veres’ campaign never re-
ported any payments to Shall-
man Communications or the 

employee listed on the press 
releases, claiming Shallman’s 
efforts were done voluntarily. 
That the firm is now working 
for his independent expendi-
ture committee has some call-
ing foul or, at the very least, 
saying Veres’ campaign has 
stretched the campaign fi-
nance rules to an extreme. 

At time of publishing, 
Safe Neighborhood & Bet-
ter Schools had funded more 
than $85,000 worth of pub-
lic affairs, mailings, printing, 
postage, data and delivery ef-
forts in support for Veres’ can-
didacy. 

The other candidates who 
have received independent ex-
penditures are David Ryu and 
Wally Knox. 

Ryu, who leads fundrais-
ing and spending overall, has 
received $48,528 of support 
from a Studio City-based com-
mittee called Neighbors for a 
Better LA in Support of Da-

vid Ryu City Council 4 2015. 
Meanwhile, Knox has received 
$21,660 of support from the 
Los Angeles Police Protective 
League Independent Expendi-
ture Committee. 

Knox’s campaign has also 
received $84,428 in matching 
funds from the city, following 
Carolyn Ramsay and Teddy 
Davis as the only candidates 
so far to meet that bench-
mark marked by sufficient 
stakeholder signatures and 
200 donations of $5 or more 
from within the district. This 

is widely seen as an important 
benchmark representative of 
community support.

Overall, Ramsay’s local 
fundraising support has been 
consistently strong through-

out her campaign. She has 
raised $205,146 in zip codes 
within the district as mid Feb-
ruary, accounting for 71% of 
her total $287,229 — a higher 
percentage and overall total 
than any other candidate. 

Meanwhile, Veres has re-
ceived the least total amount 
of contributions from zip 
codes of the top fundraising 
candidates. Out of Veres’ to-
tal $263,428 in fundraising, 
16% has come from zip codes 
within CD4.

But Raphael Sonenshein, 
executive director of the Ed-
mund G. “Pat” Brown Insti-
tute of Public Affairs at Cali-
fornia State University, Los 
Angeles, warns against read-
ing too much into fundraising 
figures. 

“We can learn something 
from it but not always as much 
as we think,” he said. “Where 
your money comes from does 

not always say where your votes 
are going to come from… It’s 
an imperfect way to predict… 
especially in a council race 
where money is coming from 
all over the place in town and 
even out of town.”

According to Sonenshein, 
what a candidate needs is re-
ally just enough money to get 
his or her story out.

“If you’re within range 

of the other candidates, you 
probably have enough money 
to be competitive,” he said. 

And once the race heads 
to a runoff, then everything 
will change dramatically. 

According to Sonenshein, 
the losing candidates can carry 
a lot of weight with their en-
dorsements and money will 
flow from both stakeholders 
and independent committees 

that were waiting to see how 
the primaries played out. 

“You don’t want to put a 
lot of money in and then see 
your candidate miss the num-
ber two spot by 500 votes,” he 
said. “Conversely, you might 
be one of these investor types 
who says if I’m the reason why 
my candidate gets into the 
runoff then I made a smart 
gamble.”David Ryu

Carolyn Ramsay

ELECTION from page 1

While Los Angeles election law restricts individual 
campaign contributions to $700 per donor for a 

single candidate in a City Council race, independent 
committees may support or oppose a candidate with 
unlimited fundraising and spending so long as their 
efforts are not coordinated with the candidate and 

the candidate’s campaign. 
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We have spent tomorrow’s money on yesterday’s bills leaving 
nothing for today. Balancing the budget will be my number ONE 
priority, through reforms to employee compensation, changes to our 
tax structure, and monetizing our assets to ensure this City is well 
maintained and poised for growth.

As an accomplished 
entrepreneur of 30 years, 
devoted to public and 
community service, I look 
forward to serving you as your 
next councilmember. I guarantee 
that you will like the results 
that a successful woman can
bring to City Hall.

Irani family - brother and cousins 

Community cleanup with Lake Hollywood residents

Paid for by Sheila Irani for LA City Council 2015, FPPC #1362985   •  3219 Canyon Lake Dr., Los Angeles, CA  90068. Additional information is available at ethics.lacity.org

“ I am committed to giving $50,000 
from my salary to fund community 
projects throughout the District.”

Announcing HUNC’s grant of $1500 for the  
Summer Shakespeare Season in Griffith Park.   
Photo: Grettel Cortes

CD4 Candidates Unplugged
By Colin Stutz, Bridgette Webb and Matt Sanderson

For the past six months 
the Ledger has documented 
on where the candidates stand 
on some key issues, like Los 
Angeles Police Dept. raises, 
homelessness, crime and the 
state of the Los Angeles Uni-
fied School District. 

For this installment we 
thought it would be fun to 
get to know them a little more 
personally. We asked: What is 
one of your favorite books and 
why? What is your favorite 
spot—a hidden gem—in Los 
Angeles? Describe yourself 
in three words (selfie)? What 
one idea from one of your op-
ponents do you think is great 
and conversely, not so great. 
And finally, if you were not 
in the race, whom would you 
vote for? 

teddy Davis 

Book:  The Mayor 
by Richard Rior-
dan, “It discusses 
LA’s response to 
the Northridge 

Earthquake. This got me 
thinking about ways that we 
can reduce red tape today and 
make life simpler for residents 
and local businesses.”

Favorite Spot: Franklin Can-
yon Park
Selfie: Little Guy. Big Energy.
Good idea: “Sheila Irani’s 
Uber-style van pools to get 
people from the Vermont/
Sunset Metro station to their 
homes in Los Feliz.”
Bad idea: “Anyone who 
thinks we can duck the pen-
sion reform issue.”
Would vote for: Sheila Irani

Joan Pelico

Book: The Los 
Angeles Budget. 
“It’s the longest 
book I ever read 
and one that I took 

very careful notes on to see 
where we could cut down on 
waste in the city departments 
and be more cost efficient.”
Favorite Spot: My backyard. 
Selfie:  Compassionate, Truth-
ful, Strong.
Good idea: “I like Sheila 
Irani’s idea of creating a Hol-
lywood tourist visitor center.”
Bad idea: “Tomas O’Grady’s 
idea to go from asphalt to re-
surface streets to concrete— 
it’s fiscally irresponsible.”
Would vote for: None. “Know-
ing the candidates like I do and 

living in CD4, I’m scared.

Steve Veres

Book: Never Built 
Los Angeles by Sam 
Lubell and Greg 
Goldin. “There’s an 
interesting connec-

tion with today’s concern about 
development and land use.”
Favorite Spot: Top of the 6th 
hole at Griffith Park’s Roos-
evelt Municipal Golf course 
Mondays around 6:45 a.m. 
Selfie: Thoughtful, Resource-
ful, Innovative.
Good idea: “Jay Beeber’s idea 
to offer the option of volunteer 
service hours to pay parking 
ticket penalties.”
Bad idea: “Carolyn Ram-
say’s “Innovation Zone.” Why 
should it be restricted to the 
20 blocks? Why not facilitate 
innovation districtwide and 
citywide?”
Would vote for: “If there were 
a better candidate than me I 
would have never run. There are 
several bad choices for sure.”

tomas O’Grady

Book: David and 
Goliath by Mal-
colm Gladwell. “I 
thought it was 
amazing. A classic 

tale over and over again of Da-
vid versus Goliath, not unlike 
my campaign. It was very in-
spirational and it spoke to this 
idea that smarts and innova-
tion instead of lots of resources 
can make that happen.”
Favorite Spot: The back right 
hand booth of Los Feliz res-
taurant Little Dom’s.
Selfie: “Incapable of burnout,” 
quoting Los Angeles Times col-
umnist Steve Lopez.
Good idea: Carolyn Ramsay 
has said if we’re going to rip 
up streets to repair pipes, let’s 
do everything while we’re at it 
— repaving, trees, other stuff. 
Let’s do it all together so we’re 
not at it all the time.
Bad idea: From Teddy Da-
vis, when he says we should 
not reduce council member 
salaries. I think that’s a terrible 
idea and the Los Angeles Times 
agrees with me. 
Would vote for: Carolyn 
Ramsay. “A worthy and hon-
est human being that I can 
disagree with without being 
disagreeable.”

Sheila irani

Book: The Last 
Chinese Chef, by 
Nicole Mones. “It 
is a beautiful book. 
It is beautifully 

written about the art form of 
Chinese cuisine as well as 
women’s personal journey.” 
Favorite Spots: Los Feliz 
restaurants The Alcove and 
Noshi Sushi in Mid-Wilshire 
and hiking and biking around 
Lake Hollywood. 
Selfie: Strong, Smart and Suc-
cessful 
Good Idea: Wally Knox’s de-
sire to reduce Los Angeles City 
Councilmembers power re-
garding development in their 
respective districts. 
Bad idea: Tomas O’Grady’s 
idea to landscape the Vista 
near the Hollywood sign. 
Irani said it would just drive 
more tourists into the neigh-
borhoods near the Vista. 
Would vote for: Wally Knox. 

Jay Beeber

Book: Restoring the 
Lost Constitution, 
by Randy Burnet. 
Beeber said he read 
this book because 

it corresponds with his overall 
interest as well as his personal 
views on politics. 
Favorite Spots: Annenberg 
Space for Photography in 
Westwood and Los Angeles 
City Hall. “It’s an architec-
tural gem.” 

see UNPLUGGED page 27
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Community Rises to Count Area Homeless
Final numbers expected by summer
By Ameera Butt, Ledger Contributing Writer

Lloyd Colquitt, 61, used 
to be chronically homeless 
after living on the streets of 
Long Beach for years. 

Sitting in an office at the 
Los Angeles Mission, located 
on E. 5th Street in downtown 
Los Angeles, he talks softly and 
slowly but with enunciation. 

Last month, Colquitt 
found out will soon be living 
in an apartment on nearby 
San Pedro Street, thanks to 
help from state and federal 
funding.  

He’s had at least one stint 
in prison from 1984 to 2009 
for child molestation. After 
that, is when he started living 
on the street. Eventually, in 
2012, he ended up at the Los 
Angeles Mission located in 
downtown Los Angeles.

Finally, he said, “it feels 
like the whole thing came to-
gether.” 

Colquitt may be on his 
way now to having permanent 
shelter, but is just one of the 
almost 40,000 homeless found 
on the streets of Los Angeles 
County. 

The homeless count, 
which the Los Angeles Home-
less Services Authority (LAH-

SA) carries out every two years, 
helps people like Colquitt, de-
spite his past. 

The most recent count 
took place over three consecu-
tive nights in January and is a 
requirement by the U.S. Dept. 
of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment so LAHSA can com-
pete for federal funding. 

In this last count, across 
Los Angeles County, almost 
6,000 volunteers assisted in 
metro Los Angeles includ-
ing neighborhoods like Silver 
Lake, Los Feliz, Echo Park, 
Atwater Village as well as 
in the San Fernando Valley, 
among other areas.

This year, Los Angeles 
County officials said there was 
a lot more interest and involve-
ment from neighborhood coun-
cils and elected officials who 
hadn’t participated previously, 
including the Greater Echo 
Park Elysian, East Hollywood 

and Los Feliz neighborhood 
councils, among others. 

Officials said the official 
number of homeless wouldn’t 
be released for another couple 
of months. 

 “One of the things I re-
ally noticed, as I went from 
different deployment centers,” 
said Clementina Verjan, with 

LAHSA, “is there was a huge, 
new population of people, vol-
unteers.” 

Verjan said officials hoped 
future federal funding could 
be used to target the chroni-
cally homeless and homeless 
veterans with transitional 
housing, safe havens and vari-
ous supportive services. 

Greater Echo Park Elysian 
Neighborhood Council board-
members Ann-Marie Holman 
and Kwazi Nkrumah, partici-
pated in the count. They were 
assigned to Atwater Village. 

Holman said she counted 

a man walking on the street, 
hoisting a backpack, near the 
golf course on Los Feliz Bou-
levard.

“That’s one,” said Hol-
man, as she marked the man 
down on a piece of paper. 

Holman and Nkrumah 
were among 46 volunteers 
who fanned out not only in 
Atwater Village but Echo Park 
and the Elysian Valley for the 
task. Some volunteers kept 
their tallies while sitting in 
cars. Others walked neighbor-
hoods on foot. 

The cost for this year’s 
count—$700,000—was split 
between the city and county. 
The funds were used to hire a 
statistical consultant, to cre-
ate over 4,000 demographic 
surveys detailing findings, and 
for various sundry items, like 
volunteer shirts and supplies.

Some volunteer counters 
participated, because their 
friends told them about it. 

Like Kelly Leffler. It was 
the first time she had ever been 
involved. Her count was done 
in “Frogtown” near Atwater 
Village. 

“We did see one person in 
the Elysian Park, and one ve-
hicle that somebody was living 
in,” Leffler, 44, said. “It was 
really easy… and the least I 
can do to help.”

In neighboring East Hol-

lywood and Los Feliz, vol-
unteers counted some home-
less in tents, or in makeshift 
shelters in an east Hollywood 
park, according to volunteer 
site coordinators. 

 “In general, people were 
super conscious,” said Ryan 
Bell, volunteer site coordinator 
at the Silver Lake deployment 
site. Volunteers also counted 
the homeless in Silver Lake 
and around the Silver Lake 
Reservoir. 

Josh Decell, who works for 
LAHSA, said he was excited to 
count the homeless in his own 
neighborhood of Elysian Valley. 

 “We are really hoping the 
[homeless count] number goes 
down. We’d like to see a lower 
number overall, [and] when 
you are in the business in end-
ing homelessness, that’s your 
bottom line,” Decell said. 

With this count, officials 
are hoping to get a better sense 
where key homeless pockets are 
in the city so funding can be 
funneled to those areas directly. 

Glen Han, 31, of Silver 
Lake, volunteered to take his 
tally around Echo Park, Ely-
sian Valley and Atwater Vil-
lage because, he said, he sees 
a lot of homeless people in his 
own neighborhood. 

“I wanted to do some-
thing positive for the commu-
nity,” he said. 

This year, Los Angeles County officials said 
there was a lot more interest and involvement from 

neighborhood councils and elected officials who 
hadn’t participated previously, including the 

Greater Echo Park Elysian, East Hollywood and Los Feliz 
neighborhood councils, among others. 
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[GREEtiNGS FROM tOM]

Local LAPD Station Gets 
Water Wise
By Los Angeles City Councilmember 
tom LaBonge

It’s no secret that conser-
vation efforts and appreciation 
for Los Angeles’ natural beau-
ty have always been very near 
and dear to me, so I am always 
thrilled to be able to report on 
improvements and renovation 
in these areas.  

In collaboration with my 
office, the Los Angeles Fire 
Dept. (Fire Station 35 on 
Hillhurst Avenue) recently 
took advantage of Los Ange-
les Dept. of Water and Power 
(LADWP) rebates to strip out 
their grass lawn and replace 
it with water-wise, drought-
tolerant alternatives. They re-
moved 650 square feet of turf 
and replaced it with California 
Native landscaping. 

This will result in an es-
timated water savings of over 
16,000 gallons of water each 
year. I would like to remind all 
of you that the same LADWP 
rebates the fire station used 
are also available to all of you, 
whether it’s for your home or 
business.  

Los Angeles’ turf rebate 
programs is one of the highest 
in Southern California at $3.75 
per square foot for the first 
1,500 square feet for residential 
properties. For more informa-
tion on LADWP’s Cash in Your 
Lawn program, visit: ladwp.

com/waterconservation.
At the end of January, 

the city’s Dept. of Recreation 
and Parks and I reopened the 
Griffith Park Riverside Play-
ground, located near the en-
trance to the Griffith Park 
Pool. The new play area caters 
to children ages 2 to 12 and 
includes two zip lines, climb-
ing boulders, play structures, 
slides, a climbing pole and 
easy-to-maintain resilient sur-
facing. To test out the new 
equipment, we had a few of 
the students from the Los Feliz 
Nursery School enjoy the new 
state-of-the-art equipment. 

Speaking of the Dept. of 
Recreation and Parks, we also 
dedicated a wonderful plaque 
for Amir Dialemeh, which is 
now located in Amir’s Garden 
in Griffith Park.  It’s a small 
memorial recognizing his 
greatness: a man whose dream 
of “an attractive rest stop for 
hikers” was realized through 
his passion and dedication to 
nature and outdoor recreation.  

Today, Amir’s Garden is 
lush with pine trees, jacaran-
das, rose buses, geraniums, 
and yucca and it is one of my 
favorite places to visit when-
ever I go hiking in Griffith 
Park. I hope to see all of you 
out there!

weekend. “I suggest you call 
the council office.”

However, Ramsay served 
LaBonge’s office as a field and 
then communications deputy 
from 2006 until 2010 and 
then served as his chief of staff 
from 2012 until announcing 
her candidacy for his seat in 
the spring of 2014.

In response to a Feb. 13th 
request by the Los Feliz Ledger 
for the accounting documents 
relative to CD4’s Sister Cities 
program—which promotes 
itself as a cultural and eco-
nomic exchange between Los 
Angeles and 24 other cities 
worldwide—Director Kamilla 
Blanche replied via email: “I 
would be happy to respond to 
your request after the [May 
19th] election in June.” 

The Ledger had requested 
funding amounts, sources, ex-
penditures, accomplishments 
and staffing.

“I don’t know what her 
thought was,” said LaBonge 
when reached by telephone 
about Blanche’s timeline re-
lated to the election. “But we 
will get you all that.”

LaBonge’s balance sheet 
only recently came under scru-
tiny after Hancock Park home-

owner, Cindy Chvatal ques-
tioned what she considered a 
waste of tax payer dollars for 
the councilmember’s recent 
$20,000 expense to pay for an 
“Elvis 80th Birthday Bash.” 

The January 8th event was 
held at the Avalon Hollywood 
and lists Sister Cities of Los 
Angeles as one of three ben-
eficiaries. In addition to CD4’s 
“Sister Cities Initiative,” La-
Bonge is the president of a sec-
ond organization, a non-profit 
501(c)(3), called Sister Cities of 
Los Angeles Inc. Charitable or-
ganizations of that category are 
barred from political activity. 

Chvatal, who is the presi-
dent of Hancock Park Home-
owner’s Assoc., started look-
ing for answers regarding the 
CD4 budget after LaBonge 
staffers informed her last fall 
there were no funds to repave 
streets in Hancock Park with 
concrete—rather than as-
phalt— as is required by the 
community’s Historic Preser-
vation Overlay Zone (HPOZ). 
Hancock Park, with 1,207 
homes, received such a city 
designation in 2007.

According to Chvatal, the 
neighborhood has been re-
questing eight intersections in 

LABONGE from page 1

see LABONGE page 10
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Dr. Kahwaji of Silver Lake Optometry 
Eyeing the Seeds He’s Sown
By Kimberly Gomez, Ledger Columnist

ROWENA AVENUE—Dr. Mi-
chel Kahwaji, of Silver Lake 
Optometry doesn’t like to 
talk about himself much. Sit-
ting in his office, he’d much 
rather talk about his children 
and grandchildren. But on the 
subject of giving back to the 
community, there’s no stop-
ping him. 

“It is my nature—the way 
I was raised,” said Kahwaji. “I 
like to help people as much as 
I can.” 

Through volunteer work 
with the Lion’s Club he’s 
examined the eyes of over 
30,000 students on campuses 
across Los Angeles. Over the 
decades, he’s brought opto-
metric care to people in nurs-
ing homes at no charge and 
has treated indigenous people 

in less fortunate countries. 
Closer the home, Kah-

waji has helped generations of 
people with vision problems, 
whether they could afford his 
services or not. 

“Dad left home at 14 for a 
better life and he doesn’t take 
it for granted,” said his daugh-
ter, Laura Kahwaji. “He was 
able to bring that small village 
feel to Silver Lake.” 

Kahwaji firmly believes in 
the adage that one reaps what 
one sows. His parents were 
farmers in Palestine, but sent 
Kahwaji to boarding school. 
From there he immigrated to 
the U.S. for college.

“I’m a farmer in my heart,” 
he said. 

But on good advice, he 

Decades of community service have brought a fruitful life to Dr. Michel Kahw-
aji of Silver Lake Optometry. Dr. Kahwaji pictured center, with wife, Joanne and 
daughters Laura and Noelle, and grandchildren, (left to right) Micho, Raphaella 
and Gabriella. Photo: Kimberly Gomez.

Cell tower Report Requested by 
LaBonge Still Pending
By Bridgette Webb, Ledger Contributing Writer

GRiFFitH PARK—Accord-
ing to park officials there have 
numerous complaints over the 
lack of cell phone reception at 
Griffith Park, the nation’s larg-
est urban park at 4,200 acres. 

Those complaints were 
only amplified after a string of 
attacks in the park last year. In 
at least one instance last May 
a victim was forced to hike 
for 30 minutes until she could 

find cell service and call 911 
for help. By the time authori-
ties arrived and a police chop-
per responded the assailant 
had vanished.

The city has long been 
aware of the potential for 
problems.

 In 2011, the Los Angeles 
Dept. of Recreation and Parks 
issued a report that under-
scored safety concerns.

“As evidenced by the 2007 
fire in Griffith Park, a lack of 
cellular facilities can disrupt 
rescue and fire-fighting ef-
forts, becoming a public safety 
issue,” the general manager’s 
report found. “Hikers and 
general park users within larg-
er city parks may be unable to 
communicate in the case of an 
emergency.”

Shortly after the attacks in 
May, Los Angeles City Coun-
cilmember Tom LaBonge re-
quested a report on cell recep-
tion in the park, which, nearly 

see CELL page 25

Choi received 4,008. 
As that race—like the CD4 

race this year—was the most 
competitive in the city, it’s no 
surprise that their overall votes 
were the lowest in that year’s 
primary election. The near-
est candidate to Choi’s second 
place standing was Sam Kbush-
yan, with 1,277 votes. 

Raphael Sonenshein, exec-
utive director of the Edmund 
G. “Pat” Brown Institute of 
Public Affairs at California 
State University, Los Ange-
les, said that even though the 
2013 race for Council District 
13 is a good reference, he said 
he expects the current CD4 
race to be much closer. 

“The 4th District does not 
have two candidates who are go-
ing to out-distance the field by 
that much,” he said. “The fight 
for second place could be even 
more intense and closer than 
it was in the 13th District.... It 
does not matter what it takes to 
finish first. It only matters what 
it takes to finish second.”

Calculating the number 
of votes that will advance two 
candidates to the runoff is 
bound to be imperfect. 

In the 2013 CD13 election, 
the district had a 24% voter 
turnout of its total 106,812 

registered voters. That election 
included a mayoral race on the 
ballot, accounting for the higher 
turnout, experts say. 

CD4 has more registered 
voters—154,988, as of Feb-
ruary, according to the Los 
Angeles City Clerk’s Office, 
but historically has shown a 
lower voter turnout percent-
age, when compared to CD13.

 In the district’s 2011 pri-
mary—when LaBonge won a 
reelection bid—just 16% of 
voters turned out. In a 2001 
special election when LaBonge 
was first elected over nine 
other candidates the district’s 
voter turnout was about 18%. 

With that all in mind, it 
seems the CD4 election this 
year would be lucky to reach 
a 20% voter turnout. That 
would mean about 31,000 vot-
ers turning out. 

So, how many votes will 
it take for a CD4 candidate to 
make it into the May runoff? 
Here’s an educated guess — 
but a guess nevertheless, about 
4,500. For the May runoff, ac-
cording to Sonenshein, it’s a 
whole new game as to where 
campaign donations and votes 
will land. 

“You don’t have quite a 
new election,” he said, “but a 
reconfiguring.”

MATH from page 1

see DR. KAHWAJI page 23
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the neighborhood be repaved 
for seven years. The city repair 
estimates vary for each inter-
section, with half falling in the 
range of $6,500 to $19,000 
and the other half between 
$36,000 and $93,000.

Chvatal said she would 
have been happy with just one 
repair per year.

“When I heard there was 
money for a party for Elvis 
Presley,” Chvatal said, “it was 
a slap in the face.” 

In 2007, a city coun-
cil motion LaBonge filed to 
transfer $50,000 from the 
city’s “General City Purposes 
Fund” to the Sister Cities non-
profit failed according to city 
records due to lack of financial 
compliance. 

But in 2013, another City 
Council motion LaBonge 
filed, also for $50,000, was 
approved with an amendment 
that funding could go to a 
third organization that co-
ordinates Sister Cities events 
between CD4 and the non-
profit, called the International 
Visitors Council of Los An-
geles. “The money could, the 
motion read, also go to “any 
other agency or organizations, 
as appropriate.” In that same 
motion, LaBonge also tacked 
on another $5,000 transfer 
from the same city general 
purposes fund to CD4’s Sister 

Cities department. How that 
$55,000 was ultimately spent 
was not disclosed.

In addition to the Ledger’s 

public records request related 
to CD4’s Sister Cities activi-
ties, documentation of trans-
fers to LaBonge’s office from 
a city fund earmarked for use 
by all 15 council districts for 
reducing blight and repairing 
city streets and sidewalks—
has also not been turned over.

Specifically, in January, 
Hancock Park’s Chvatal asked 
LaBonge’s office, through a 
California Public Records Act 
request, for financial documents 
related to transfers into his ac-
count from a public redevelop-
ment fund called AB 1290 and 
another: the so-called “Street 
Furniture Repair Fund,” which 
each council district can also 
access for street improvements 
and repairs. 

According to city docu-

ments, LaBonge, in Novem-
ber of 2009, had a city council 
approved motion to transfer 
$75,000 in funds from the 

Street Furniture Revenue 
Fund for staffing. 

The Ledger also requested 
Jan. 19th, the council office 
provide a list of CD4 staff from 
2009 to date, including their 
CD4 title, their title as defined 

by the city for payroll purposes 
and whether they were em-
ployed full or part time. 

In a letter received from 

LaBonge, dated Jan. 29th, he 
indicated “unusual circum-
stances” and that a “volumi-
nous amount of separate and 
distinct records” would have 
to be examined to fulfill the 
Ledger’s request. He wrote he 

would make a final determi-
nation on the request on Feb. 
12th, which he did not. 

However, in an email 

from LaBonge’s office Feb. 
23rd, his current chief of staff 
Richard Alatorre, redirected 
the Ledger’s request to the Los 
Angeles City Clerk’s personnel 
department. 

LABONGE from page 8

see LABONGE page 26

Questions about LaBonge’s use of council district funding for Sister City events, 

came to light recently after Hancock Park homeowner, Cindy Chvatal, 

questioned what she considered a waste of tax payer dollars for the 

councilmember’s recent $20,000 expense to pay for an “Elvis 80th Birthday Bash.” 

“triangle” Upkeep Left Los Feliz 
BiD for Lack of Funds
By Bridgette Webb, Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELiZ—Completely ren-
ovated in 2008 with a price 
tag of $800,000, the “Ver-
mont Triange” was planned 
to be the welcoming mat to 
the neighborhood. But in-
stead of a welcoming sight it 
has now has become a mag-
net destination for homeless 
individuals. 

The Triangle is in Los 
Angeles City Council District 
4, represented by soon-to-be 
termed out Tom LaBonge.

 “It is ultimately the city’s 
responsibility to upkeep that 
area,” said LaBonge.

Prior to breaking ground 
on the site, the Los Feliz Vil-
lage Business Improvement 
District (LFVBID) initially 
agreed to maintain the trees 
and other shrubbery at the 
site. 

According to Nicole Sha-
henian, executive director of the 
East Hollywood Business Im-
provement District (EHBID) 
the LFVBID had a lack of con-
sistent funds and the organiza-
tion could not properly fulfill its 
agreement. So, in 2013, the East 
Hollywood business improve-
ment took over maintenance of 

the Triangle. 
According Shahenian, un-

der their management, the site 
will have more success than it 
did under their predecessor. 

The East Hollywood orga-
nization is funded by property 
owners within its boundaries 
and in 2014 had an annual 
budget of about $260,000 
with $192,000 earmarked for 
maintenance, streetscapes and 
landscape management. 

The Los Feliz’s business 
improvement organization, 
however, is funded from busi-
ness owners and had an annu-
al budget of about $78,000 in 
2014 with $40,000 designated 
for area beautification. 

According to LaBonge, 
more clean ups, like the one 
that occurred in late January, 
are scheduled in the coming 
weeks. 

“We will continue to 
clean up the area, as well as 
work with People Assisting 
the Homeless (PATH), to 
help make sure those who are 
homeless and occupying the 
Triangle have the knowledge 
and the access to the proper 
resources,” said LaBonge.  
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it Was the Appel of their Eye 
By Julie Walmsley, Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELiZ—Nanci and Peter 
Ellis are a true local couple. 
Before buying and renovating 
their historic home on Spring 
Oak Drive, they lived nearby 
on Canyon Drive near Foot-
hill Drive. The screenwriter 
and film editor even met in 
the most of Hollywood of 
ways: two singles went out in 
support of a friend’s show at a 
small venue on Vine Street.

If you observe that they’re a 
show business couple, they look 
at each other and laugh. They 
don’t think of it that way. They 
are mostly aware of how Nanci’s 
family’s business—the acqui-
sition and restoration of New 
York buildings—along with 
Peter’s knowledge as the son of 
an architect, helped them to buy 
and preserve their home. 

Nanci’s experience as a 
writer helped too. She focused 
on research to win out through 

two rounds of escrow between 
March and May 2012. A first 
buyer had backed out during 
the first escrow, and the Ellises 
went in to a second round to 
find out why. They tested the 
house more extensively than 
the real estate developers lin-
ing up for the historic home. 
They knew to shoulder the 
thousands of dollars for a thor-
ough soil test. They found that 
the foundation was viable, but 

rearranging the core structure 
of the house was not possible. 
Nanci organized their find-
ings and wrote them out for 
the sellers, who would be le-
gally required to disclose test 
results to bidders in any fu-
ture rounds of escrow. The soil 
meant the competing devel-
opers’ plans to shuffle rooms 
and features were all but over 
and the price leveled off as the 

see APPEL page 20see REAL ESTATE page 18

The Appel house in 1938 at the completion of construction. 
Photo: Courtesy Appel Family

[REAL EStAtE]

Locally, Everybody’s Up But the 
Hollywood Hills
Bridgette Webb, Ledger Contributing Writer

If you are a home seller in 
the Silver Lake and Los Feliz 
neighborhoods luck just might 
be on your side. According 
to Travis Parker of Sotheby’s 
and Parker consulting, many 
buyers are fleeing from areas 
like West Hollywood to Silver 
Lake and Los Feliz, sparking a 
trend. 

“We are seeing people 
dump their properties in West 
Hollywood at a high rate,” 
said Parker. “A few years ago 
this would have been unheard 
of.” 

However, DQ News, a di-
vision of Core Logic, out of La 
Jolla, CA, reported that Janu-
ary Southern California sales 
suffered a sharp decline from 
December, which is a normal 
occurrence. However, the lat-

est declines mark the 14th 
month in the last 16 to post 
a year-over-year sales decline. 
On average, Southern Califor-
nia sales have fallen 27.6% be-
tween December and January 
since 1988.

Locally DQ News report-
ed overall modest home sales 
in the Los Feliz Ledger read-
ership area for January 2015. 
Only the Hollywood zip code 
of 90068 saw a decline in sales 
of single-family homes when 
compared to last year. 

“The current market is 
flat,” said Parker. 

However, Parker said with 
spring, things change. 

“Within a few months the 
market should see an up tick,” 
he said. He predicted June.
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HIGHLAND PARK | 5846Burwood.com
web: 0286068 | $549,000
Character 1920’s Highland Park bungalow 3 
bedroom, 2 bath with secluded magical story 
book landscaped backyard.
Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

ECHO PARK | 1840 Lobdell Place | New Listing
web: 0286073 | $499,000
This 1bd/1ba mid-century modern bungalow 
makes the perfect pied-a-terre in Echo Park. 
Carport and separate bonus studio.
Jovelle Schaffer 213.718.1110

HOLLYWOOD | 1120 El Centro Ave #18 | SOLD
Listed at $449,000
Cool modern 2-level town home style loft with 
tall ceilings conveniently located in Hollywood 
near the “W” and “Cahuenga Corridor”.
Manvel Tabakian | Nadia DeWinter 323.376.2222

LOS FELIZ | 5510 Red Oak Drive | SOLD
web: 0285973 | $12,000/month
Gorgeous Spanish home, designed by Steve 
Mizuki in 2009, in the Oaks of Los Feliz. Boasting 
4bd/4ba, Oak plank floors, huge kitchen & more.
Rosemary Low 323.660.5885 

LOS FELIZ | 2580Nottingham.com 
web: 0285967 | $4,747,000
4bd/7ba Landmark Italianate Masterpiece c. 
1924 by Architect WC Tanner on famed street. 
Views, extensive grounds, pool/spa and studio. 
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

SILVER LAKE | AIA Masterpiece | New Listing
web: 0308237 | $4,250,000
Built in 2006 by Barbara Bestor, AIA this stun-
ning home offers sweeping views, privacy and 
dramatic living spaces.
Brian Ades 310.503.8080

WEST HOLLYWOOD | 1023LaJolla.com
web: 0285911 | $2,450,000 
Exceptional restoration of this property has 
brought back the homes original splender. Deliv-
ered vacant, single family home or compound.
Travis Parker 310.600.2128

LOS FELIZ | 4077 Woking Way | In Escrow
web: 0286065 | $1,998,000
c.1931 Spanish. A brush stroke of elegance 
created this celebrity-owned Los Feliz classic 
residence that blends authenticity and comfort.
Patricia Ruben | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

SILVER LAKE | 2150 Moreno Drive | SOLD
Listed at $1,598,000 | Sold above asking
2-story traditional with superb views of the lake. 
Charming living room with fireplace and French 
doors to the huge deck and yard.
Rosemary Low 323.363.0381

SILVER LAKE | 2415 Panorama Terr | New Listing
web: 0308205 | $1,215,000
Traditional, 3bd/1.5ba + library / den. Large 
street to street lot with Observatory views, a 
newer kitchen and a built in breakfast nook.
Jeffrey Young 213.819.9630

LOS FELIZ | 2001 New Hampshire Ave | In Escrow
web: 0286008 | $1,149,000
Charming Spanish 4 bedroom Bungalow with pool 
and spa conveniently located in Franklin Square. 
Close to Los Feliz village.
Manvel Tabakian | Nadia DeWinter 323.376.2222

SILVER LAKE | 1997Lucile.com | In Escrow
web: 0286046 | $1,095,000
Circa 1933 home in prime Silver Lake 2bd/3ba 
plus office with character and spectacular views. 
Separate studio, Ivanhoe elementary.
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

SILVER LAKE | 2109 Griffith Park | New Listing
web: 0286084 | $979,000
3 units. 2 - 2bd/1ba separate houses with their 
own yards/deck/patios. 3rd unit 2bd/1ba. Locat-
ed close to Sunset Junction, lake & restaurants. 
Rosemary Low 323.363.0381

SILVER LAKE | 2342 Earl Street | In Escrow
web: 0308204 | $699,000
Spanish 3bd/2ba bungalow, circa 1923. Close to 
lake. Shopping and restaurants. Views of Silver 
Lake, Observatory and Hollywood sign.
Jeffrey Young 213.819.9630

SILVER LAKE | 1448 Angelus Ave | In Escrow
web: 0286061 | $629,000
Classic 1923 home has 2bd/1ba with high ceil-
ings, a remodeled kitchen with a vintage stove, 
bamboo floors through out, and a retro bath.
Diane Evans 323.401.3987

EAGLE ROCK | 4532 CollegeView.com | In Escrow
web: 0286067 | $595,000
Charming Mid-century bungalow in Eagle Rock 
Hills 2 bedroom, 1 bath on huge approx. 11,000 
sq.ft. park-like lot with 180 degree views.
Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

LOS FELIZ | The Sowden House | web: 0285967 | $4,799,000 | New Listing
Lloyd Wright’s landmark masterpiece designed around central courtyard with extensive use of textile block.
Troy Gregory 323.203.5661



Los Feliz Ledger

March 2015 www.losfelizledger.com Page 13Su Casa REAL ESTATE

BONI BRYANT & JOE REICHLING
Sotheby’s International Realty   |   323-395-9084   |   BryantReichling.com

FOR SALE  |  2249 Talmadge St.

SOPHISTICATED REPRESENTATION
For the Most Knowledgeable Home Sellers

Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affi liated with Sotheby’s 
International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associated and are not employees of 

Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.  Boni Bryant CalBRE 01245334. Joe Reichling CalBRE 01427385.

[KEEN tO BE GREEN]

Re-think, Re-Evaluate, 
Re-sist
By Meher McArthur, Ledger Columnist

A few years 
back I realized that most of 
the verbs used by environ-
mentally conscious folks begin 
with “re” – recycle, re-use and 
re-purpose. This is no coinci-
dence. The Latin “re” prefix 
means “back to the original 
place; again, anew and once 
more and runs counter to 
the disposable consumer cul-
ture that encourages us to use 
something once and then dis-
card it. 

With the world’s popu-
lation burgeoning and more 
people embracing the con-
sumerism, it is no longer 
enough to recycle. We have 
to re-think our needs, re-
evaluate our priorities, resist 
the urge to consume and 
reduce our dependence on 
stuff. This seems hard in the 
face of ads telling us that 
happiness comes with the 
newest car, cell phone or de-
signer handbag. 

But many people are now 
following in the footsteps of 
such early saints and sages 
as the Buddha, St. John the 
Baptist, Epicurus and St. 
Francis of Assisi and more 

recent figures as Henry Da-
vid Thoreau, William Morris 
and Gandhi by embracing a 
simpler lifestyle. 

Motivated either to live 
more frugally, reduce their 
ecological footprints or focus 
more on loved ones, more and 
more people are joining the 
Voluntary Simplicity Move-
ment (simplicitycollective.
com) the Small House Move-
ment (smallhousesociety.net) 
the 100 Things Challenge (mn-
mlist.com/50-things/) and 
following blogs like everyday-
simplicity.blogspot.com 

This year I started a blog 
(mydailygiveaway.wordpress.
com). I’m giving away an 
object a day for a year. Only 
two months—and 60 ob-
jects—in, not only am I get-
ting to practice lots of my 
“re” words, but I’ve discov-
ered something unexpected: 
the more I give, the less I 
need to get. 

2003. Irani is both.
With her work as a former 

special projects director with 
LaBonge’s office and her entre-
preneurial skill she is complex, 
yet speaks with great clarity. 
She is strong yet sensitive. She 
is  intuitive, well studied and 
incredibly smart. Terms like 
“externalities in economies” 
roll off her tongue effortlessly 
in high-pressure situations, 
like at a recent candidate de-
bate when she brought up the 
concept relative to the cost 
communities incur from over 
or poor development.

She is a good listener, asks 
terrific questions and carefully 
evaluates all angles  of an is-
sue and remains  confident in 
her decisions. That’s what we 
entrust our elected representa-
tives to do: make decisions for 
us and sometimes they are not 
popular.  Irani will never gov-
ern by monkey surveying her 
constituents. 

For example, she told this 
newspaper in 2014 she would 
not, if elected, call for abolish-
ing the city’s business gross re-
ceipts tax, a popular notion, she 
said, but unwise. “It brings a lot 
of money to the city,” she said. 
“I don’t see how we can afford 
to. I wish we could. That is re-
freshingly realistic. (For the re-

cord, she advocates reducing the 
tax incrementally, starting with 
the top tier.)

Davis, 36, is also real-
istic in his approach. He is 
diligent and personally and 
professionally well organized. 
He started walking the dis-
trict about a year ago  knock-
ing on doors, meeting people 
(sometimes posting photos of 
his new friends on Facebook) 
and, above all, listening. At 
one point in the campaign, he 
seemed to be just about every-
where at every time: meetings, 
hearings, funerals.  What he 
was doing was studying the is-
sues and cast of characters in 
real time—an extremely smart 
tactic as often issues are fueled 
by personalities.

At the recent Los Feliz 
Neighborhood Council “Can-
didate Caucus,” the candidates 
were asked to provide a song 

choice to play as they took 
the stage for the event. Davis’s 
choice was revealing to me: 
Electric Light Orchestra’s Mr. 
Blue Sky. It was one of the first 
times I’ve gotten a glimpse at 
the lighter and fun side of Da-
vis. I’d like to see more of that.

I’ve always liked  Wally 
Knox but I have found him, in 
these important last few weeks 
leading up to the election, to be 
very much a one note candi-
date disparaging current coun-
cilmembers as  “barons” run-
ning “fiefdoms” and that “City 
Hall is Rigged.”  As the literal 
and political elder statesman of 
this pool of 14, he is above such 
disparagement. 

My other top choice would 
have been Tomas O’Grady but 
I fear he’s far too idealistic and 
nimble and would  faint with 
frustration under the  bureau-
cratic crush on Spring Street.

LETTER from page 2
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4427 Santa Monica Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90029

(323) 668-7500 ph  (323) 668-7501 fx
clukens@clintlukensrealty.com

www.ClintLukensRealty.com
BRE Lic #01367014

Looking for an apartment?

We can help! Leasing@clintlukensrealty.com
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Richard Stanley
Estates Director
Architectural and Historic Properties Specialist
rstanley@coldwellbanker.com
213 300-4567  cell / voice mail

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell 
Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and operated 
by NRT LLC.  All rights reserved.  If your property is listed with another broker, this is not intended as a 
solicitation.  CalBRE license #:   00971211

JUST SOLD

3431 Amesbury Road - Prime Los Feliz
$1,700,000, list price
Those who love to entertain in grand, elegant style will feel at 
home here.  Each room is over-scale.  The easy flow of the open 
floor plan will be appreciated by even the largest gatherings.  
The high quality of the present sellers’ improvements lends 
an air of unpretentious graciousness.  Marquetry flooring and 
premium fixtures and appliances throughout make this later-
construction, contemporary Mediterranean better than when new.  
4 bedrooms;  4.5 baths; pool and spa; meticulously-maintained; 
low-maintenance; gated entrance.  Handy to freeways, Griffith 
Park and Los Feliz neighborhood amenities.

NEW PRICE
5216 Romaine Street - East Hollywood
$630,000
Here’s a great opportunity to polish this three-unit, character, bread-
and-butter property in an up-and-coming area of East Hollywood.  
Front 1 + 1 duplex units are side-by-side, with small garden area 
and front porch.  Rear 2+2 unit is a free-standing house with 
laundry room, double garage and rear garden.  Handy location to 
major bus routes, freeway, park and shopping.  Complete interior 
inspection with accepted offer.  Drive the neighborhood and see 
the fresh investment!

Have a real estate question? Call me first!

GRAMERCY
AT HOLLYWOOD
SINGLE FAMILY HOMES
FROM $674,990 

1717 NORTH GRAMERCY PLACE
LOS ANGELES, CA 90028

323-464-1093 

Pricing, features and availability subject to change without notice.
See New Home Counselor for complete details. BRE license No. 01503061
©2015 This is an advertisement for Beazer Homes.

GET MORE IN A NEW HOME  |  BEAZER.COM

PANORAMIC
VIEWS

WALKING DISTANCE 
TO HOLLYWOOD’S 
BEST ATTRACTIONS

CONVENIENT 
SHOPPING

NEARBY

In the heart of Hollywood with a pulse 

on contemporary style, Gramercy is close 

to it all. Only a few steps away from 

community dining and entertainment,  

you also have the perfect place to host 

guests on your 4th floor roof deck  

or second floor balcony. 

Atwater History Celebrated in 
Library Exhibit 
By Matt Sanderson, Ledger Contributing Writer

AtWAtER ViLLAGE—Pri-
or to becoming the quaint 
and trendy village of today’s 
sprawling Los Angeles me-
tropolis, Atwater Village was 
a ranch community known 
as the Santa Eulalia Rancho, 
sold to William Carr Beld-
ing Richardson in 1868 after 
changing hands several times. 

After traveling the state 
on horseback seeking the best 
land to purchase, Richardson 
declared the 671-acre parcel 
“the finest place in the state.” 
And that’s how it grew from 
there.

Dozens and dozens of in-
tact photographs, diaries, deeds 
and more are on display in a 
small room near the entrance 
of the area’s local branch li-
brary. A ceremony was held in 
February to showcase the new 
exhibit, which was organized 
and presented by the Friends of 
Atwater Village.

“He was a very interest-
ing man, very community-
minded,” said Netty Carr of 
Richardson who, along with 
Friends board member San-
dra Caravella, spearheaded 
putting together the intricate 
display appreciating Atwater 
Village’s history.

The two said that Rich-
ardson’s great grandson, Gil, 
became the guardian of a 
wealth of the family history 
over time. His wife, Kathy, 
donated all the historic docu-
ments—approximately 10 
filled boxes—to the Friends of 
Atwater Village, including the 
original land deed from the 
Berdugo family. 

“We think it’s important 
to keep the history alive,” Car-
avella said. “Gil wanted this 
safeguarded.”

Funding help to acquire 
the display case came from Los 
Angeles City Councilmember 
Mitch O’Farrell’s office as well 
as the Atwater Village Neigh-
borhood Council, totaling ap-
proximately $4,000. 

There are still shelves of 
donated historical items not 
yet on display that Carr said 
might find their way to other 
prospective libraries for ex-
hibiting.

“It is unbelievable how 
much energy Netty and San-

dra have put into it,” said To-
rin Dunnavant, AVNC co-
chairman. “I think it’s a great 
example of the Atwater spirit.”

Members of the public 
wishing to see the display can 
email the Friends group at 
favboard@friendsofatwater-
village.org or visit online at 
friendsofatwatervillage.org.

Scott Gate Shut Out Not Happening 
Like last year, Dodgers plan on opening the gate 
despite neighborhood opposition
By Matt Sanderson, Ledger Contributing Writer

ECHO PARK—While local 
opposition remains for the 
Los Angeles Dodgers to open 
Scott Gate heading toward the 
April 6th home opener, Dodg-
ers officials said they plan to 
continue to have it open this 
season.

Scott Gate reopened in 
2014 after being closed for 20 
years, causing friction between 
locals, the Dodgers and some 
city officials. Some Echo Park 
residents argued the gate’s re-
opening poses several qual-
ity of life issues during every 
Dodgers home game.

Los Angeles City Coun-
cilmember Mitch O’Farrell 
told the Greater Echo Park 
Elysian Neighborhood Coun-
cil (GEPENC) in late Janu-

ary that he remains opposed 
to the Dodgers opening Scott 
Gate but since it falls outside 
of Council District 13, and on 
private property, he is focusing 
on minimizing impact on dis-
trict residents and improving 
long-term transportation to 
the stadium. 

Last year the City Coun-
cil passed a special event ordi-
nance to allow for game day 
parking restrictions in the 
neighborhoods surrounding 
the stadium after O’Farrell 
offered to work with any resi-
dents interested in establishing 
such a zone. 

The GEPENC sent a letter 
last June to Mayor Eric Garcetti 
opposing the opening of Scott 
Gate, claiming it is an “unsafe 

major artery” with adjoining 
cul-de-sacs and dead-ends that 
are rendered inaccessible to res-
idents and emergency vehicles 
during stadium events. The 
letter claims Scott Gate can 
only adequately serve no more 
than 750 cars out of a total of 
approximately 15,000 on game 
days. Also, fans outside the sta-
dium, the letter stated, create 
a public nuisance by urinating 
and defecating on private prop-
erty, posing a health and safety 
issue. 

On Feb. 17th, District 1 
Los Angeles City Council-
member Gil Cedillo’s office 
reiterated its stance from 2014 
that it supports the Dodgers 
opening Scott Gate.

“We work extremely 
closely with the Dodgers to 
mitigate impact to our com-
munities,” said Louis Reyes, 
Cedillo’s chief of staff. “We 
are committed to keeping Scot 

see DODGERS page 18



NOURMAND & ASSOCIATES REALTORS

Nourmand & Associates Hollywood

Howard Lorey I Brokerage Manager 

323.462.6262 I hlorey@nourmand.com

6525 Sunset Blvd. Ste. G2 90028

T hre e  O f f i ce s . 

One  Re sp e c te d  Name .

w w w.nour mand .com

N o ur man dRE

@ N o ur man dL A

@ N o ur man dL A

323.667.0700 - 3167 Glendale Blvd, 90039
cour tneyandkur t.com - buyinlosangeles.com

THE #1 AGENTS IN 90039 & 90026

Courtney Smith
CAL BRE 01406768 

Alyssa Valentine
CAL BRE 01517618

Kurt Wisner
CAL BRE 01431217

Anselm Clinard
CAL BRE 01872344

*REPRESENTED BUYER

WE  NELA
Courtney + Kurt REAL ESTATE is committed to making a difference in 

our community.  As a thank you to our clients for their business, we will 

donate $250 to the local charity of their choice.  Please help us reach our 

goal of donating over $35,000 back to our community in 2015!  

3280 Palmer Dr       $599,000

3523 Perlita Ave       $965,000

3659 Edenhurst Ave       $695,000

3375 Descanso Dr      $529,000

  
NEW LISTING

2339 Vestal Ave       $729,000

  
NEW LISTING

    
IN ESCROW

159 Altivo Way       $829,000

    
NEW LISTING

1324 Silver Lake Dr                        $760,000

    
IN ESCROW

    
IN ESCROW

2028 Walcott Way         $800,000

    
JUST SOLD

3633 Primavera Ave      $840,000

    
IN  ESCROW

    
JUST SOLD
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Howard Lorey I Brokerage Manager 

323.462.6262 I hlorey@nourmand.com

6525 Sunset Blvd. Ste. G2 90028

T hre e  O f f i ce s . 

One  Re sp e c te d  Name .

w w w.nour mand .com

N o ur man dRE

@ N o ur man dL A

@ N o ur man dL A

2014 - Best Year to Date...Again.

Third Higest  Sale in  Los Fel iz  in  2014

*Source for listed stats: MLS/CLAW. Properties leased, sold off market, or currently in escrow are excluded.

Nourmand & Associates Realtors had their  best  year to  date in  2014. Start ing with one of f ice in 

1976, they have become a household name in real  estate with three of f ices strategical ly  located 

in Beverly  Hi l ls , Brentwood and Hol lywood. The company is  now run by the Founder ’s  son, 

Michael  Nourmand, who is  the second generat ion to take the re ins . 

Nourmand & Associates:

 

•  Atta ined a 2014 sales volume of  nearly  $800,000,000, up 18% from the company’s  previous 

record in 2013.

•  Set  a  new benchmark by c losing 582 deals .

•  Sold 80% of  their  l ist ings. The average t ime to get  an accepted of fer  was just  over one month 

and their  l ist ings sold for  99.3% of  their  asking pr ice .

Where Nourmand & Associates real ly  surpasses the compet i t ion is  in  h igh end, of f  market  sales .

Nourmand & Associates:

•  Sold $164,700,000 off  the market , which equates to  more than 20% of  the company’s  sales 

volume.

•  Increased their  of f-market  sales volume by 40% over the past  year.

•  Represented 8 s ides over $10M off  the market  and those deals were handled by s ix  d i f ferent 

agents at  the company.
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PRICING STARTING AT $629,900

Contemporary Tri Level Townhomes   |   2 to 4 bedroom residences 
Inspiring rooftop terraces   |   1,243 to 1,990 square feet

Now open daily from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Visit us on Facebook
Learn more at 
Silverlakeliving.com

Disclaimer: Pricing, plans and specifications subject to change without notice. Artist’s renderings based on proposed development plans, whcih are subject to change without notice. Models are not an indication of racial preference. Exclusively represented 
by TAAG Realty, Inc. BRE Lic #01914450. This is not an offer to sell, but is intended for information only. Though the information is believed to be correct, it is presented subject to errors, omissions, changes or withdrawal without notice. The computation 
of square footage will vary based upon the criteria used. The developer reserves the right to make modifications in materials, specifications, floor plans, designs, pricing, scheduling and delivery of homes without prior notice. 1/15

Here’s a list of the top reasons 

to purchase at Latitudes with 

modern, cutting edge home 

designs, resort-style amenities 

and all the authenticity and 

walkability of Silver Lake:

• Amazing views from 

inspiring rooftop terraces

• Gated community with 

resort-style pool and spa

• Wonderful designer finishes 

included at no extra cost

• Children Attend the 

Highly Acclaimed Ivanhoe 

Elementary

• Your favorite shops and 

meeting places within a 5 

minute walk

• Easy commute to downtown 

LA and other major 

employment areas

For Sales Contact 
Colleen Lakshin 
BRE: 01835648 
Cell: 951-333-7250 
Email: colleen@silverlakeliving.com

For Lending Contact 
Mark Angotta 
Cell: 619-884-7878 
eFax: 866-609-5248 
Email: mark.angotta@wellsfargo.com

FHA/VA Financing Available

Gate open.”
Oscar Delgado, manager of 

neighborhood and government 
affairs for the Dodgers, said 
they’ve worked on minimizing 
impact on all communities sur-
rounding the stadium, which 
includes Chinatown, Solano 
Canyon, Angelino Heights and 

Elysian Heights. 
“By opening this one gate, 

you’re helping relieve stress on 
all gates,” he said. 

Further, Delgado said 
they’ve added a second stop 
for the “Dodgers Express” 
shuttle—a pilot Dodgers bus 
from the South Bay—bike 
parking, clearly marked pe-

destrian paths, offsite parking, 
discounted parking along Sta-
dium Way and in Lot 13, as 
well as an easier access for tax-
is and ridesharing companies. 

“We’re doing our due 
diligence by adding more op-
tions,” he said. “We’re [also] 
working at speeding transac-
tion times at the gate.”

DODGERS from page 15

As for the Hollywood 
Hills’ recent decline, Parker 
said he believes that the com-
pact and congested roads 
make it hard to build or make 
renovations to properties in 
the area. 

“It’s a romantic area,” he 
said, “but many of the homes 
need work and due to how 
hard it is to do renovations 
or build many don’t see buy-
ing there as worth it.”  That 
paired with what Parker calls 
unrealistic expectations from 
homeowners asking prices, 
he said, resulted in January’s 
backslide.

JANUARY SALES 
In Los Feliz 90027 zip 

code, 17 single-family homes 
sold in January for a me-
dian price of $1.37 million. 

The price median was up 

22.4% in year-over-year com-
parisons for the month. Two 
condos sold for a median price 
of $400,000, down 19.8% 

year-over-year. 
Echo Park’s 90026 zip 

code saw 9 single-family 
homes sell in January for a 

median price of $799,000, 
up 19.7% year-over-year. Two 
condos sold for a median price 
of $415,000. No data was 
available in year-to-year com-
parisons. 

In Silver Lake’s 90039 
zip code, 7 single-family 
homes sold for a median 
price of $750,000, up 7.1% 
year-over-year. No condo 

data was available. 
The price for homes in 

Hollywood’s 90068 zip code 
declined last month. With 17 
single-family homes selling for 
a median price of $1.188 mil-
lion, the area declined 4.2% 
year-over-year. However, 5 
condos sold for a median price 
of $428,000, up 11.8% year-
over-year.

Currently on the market for $2.4 million, this West Hollywood property, located 
at 1023 N. La Jolla, was built in 1926 as a single residence, but is now split as a 
duplex for two rental properties or one large family compound with a total of 
six bedrooms and four baths. Offered by Travis Parker, Sotheby’s International 
Realty, Los Feliz. 

REAL ESTATE from page 11
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To the Agent Leadership Council 
at Keller Williams Los Feliz,  

           

         Thank you for the BIGGEST 
YEAR we’ve had yet! Your hard-
work and dedication have really 
paid off! Last year KWLF got     
involved with our wonderful    
community, here in Los Feliz, and 
through our joint partnerships, 
we were able to make a HUGE       
difference. Keller Williams Los 
Feliz has grown by leaps and 
bounds. We now have two office 
locations on Hillhurst (KW 
Hillhurst South and KW Hillhurst 
North) and our company is the 
L A RG E ST  RE AL  E S TAT E       
COMPANY in Los Feliz!                  

Thank you for your commitment 
and your extraordinary efforts. 
Looking forward to even bigger 
successes for all of us in 2015!  

GARY REAVIS 
T E A M  L E A D E R  

C A L B R E #  0 1 2 1 8 6 9 3  

w:  KWLosFe l iz .com d:  323 .300 .1002  e :  garyreav is@kw.com 

KW HILLHURST SOUTH + KW HILLHURST NORTH OFFICE  

1660 Hillhurst Avenue & 2150 Hillhurst Los Angeles CA 90027 

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.  

KELLER WILLIAMS  

To Love, Laughter and          
Continued Success.  

Our Esteemed  Our Esteemed  

Ellises considered how much 
higher they’d go over their low 
initial bid. 

The Ellises’ house, called 
the Appel House, after its 
original owner, was recently 
designated a Los Angeles His-
toric-Cultural Monument. It 
received the designation for 
features unique to the French 
Provincial style: curved bays 
with casement lattice win-
dows, decorative garland or-
naments, pocket doors, and 
wood inlay with French knots 
in the dining room floor. 

The couple said they did 
not plan on making the house a 
monument when they bought 
it. As history lovers, they just 
wanted to restore it. And ev-
ery part of the house required 
refurbishment or replacement, 
except for the floor in the for-
mal dining room. There, the 
layers of dirt and unidenti-
fied matter that had congealed 
over the original floor over the 
years actually functioned as a 
protective coating.

But they knew they had 
a gem on their hands, and so 
did friends. One put them in 
touch with local architectural 
historian Anne Brooks. She 
guided them through the pro-
cess for historic designation 
consideration. 

Brooks said the Ellises kept 

every hallmark feature of the 
French Provincial style popular-
ized in the 1930s even though 
the house was in extraordinary 
disrepair and clutter. That kind 
of neglect is very common. 

 “Usually they’re owned 
by elderly people who once 
took terrific care of them. And 
as they get older don’t have the 
ability, and so you end up with 
these gems that are totally de-
graded,” Brooks said.

The house was designed 
by Lawrence Bowman Clapp 
for David Appel, president of 
Pacific Construction Finance 
Company, who lived there 
through the 1950s. Elements 
of the house went in to Pacific’s 
design brochures (see photos). 

The house did not stay in 
the family, nor in showcase 
condition. By early 2012 when 
the then-owner passed—after 
living alone there for many 
years—there were holes in the 

ceiling, cupboards jammed 
with collections, layers of dirt 
and wax covering the architec-
turally significant floors and 
fixtures, and a series of theo-
ries and curiosities about the 
house and its lone inhabitant, 
by then an Oaks myth.

The Ellises learned the 
house might go on the mar-
ket for sale while walking the 
neighborhood. A neighbor 
told them when the owner 
passed and they then set about 
finding the listing, beginning 
bidding in March 2012.

Nanci stayed budget-
focused, keeping her “more 
emotional” husband in a rea-
sonable price range as they ap-
proached the bidding process. 

The house is still a subject 
of curiosity to neighbors, real 
estate agents, and even the El-
lises themselves. They weren’t 
present for the removal of 
dumpsters full of belongings, 

but they have a few vintage 
items whose stories they’d 
like to know. A vintage radio 
is now in the living room and 
old household cleaners are 
kept in the laundry room that 
used to be a tiny kitchen.

According to the Ellises, 
next to tackle is their back-
yard pool, which is still un-
der construction. Other than 

that, they created exactly the 
home they want, and intend to 
keep it for generations. They 
said proudly that David Ap-
pel’s son wrote them a note to 
commend their decisions. “He 
wrote us a lovely note,” Nanci 
said from her now pristine 
kitchen. “He said, ‘You hon-
ored my dad. It’s exactly what 
I would have chosen.’”

APPEL from page 11

A modified version of a Pacific Construction Finance Co. brochure, whose cover 
featured the house, was used as a moving announcement. Photo courtesy: Ellis family.

The Appel family at home in the 1940s. Photo: Courtesy Appel Family. The front exterior of the Appel House 
at 5730 W. Spring Oak Drive as it is 
today. Curious neighbors regularly 
knock. Sometimes real estate agents 
stop by. Photo: Julie Walmsley.

The front exterior of the home in late 
2012 as the property was changing 
hands. Photo: Ellis Family



If you’re buying or selling a home on the Eastside, your choice for representation is clear. 
In the last twelve months we handled over 100 successful transactions in Los Feliz, 

Silver Lake, Echo Park, Highland Park, Mt. Washington, Eagle Rock and Atwater Village. 
That’s more than any other real estate team, and our results were better too.  

tracy do real estate

 www.tracydo.com • 323.842.4001 • tracy@tracydo.com

2014 SALES

2210 E. Dudley Street, Pasadena
3145 Carlyle Street, Glassell Park
5656 Tuxedo Terrace, Hollywood Hills
1263 East Topeka Street, Pasadena
2985 Swan Place, Silver Lake
3106 Scotland Street, Silver Lake
1119 W. Kensington Rd, Angelino Hts
1243 Westerly Terrace, Silver Lake
847 Kodak Drive, Silver Lake
2052 Mayview Drive, Los Feliz
1196 Innes Avenue, Echo Park
1622 Griffith Park Blvd, Silver Lake
1926 Mayview Drive, Los Feliz
9415 Irwingrove Drive, Downey
4969 Ambrose Ave., Los Feliz
1007 Laveta Terrace, Echo Park
4770 Glenalbyn Dr., Mt. Washington
4241 Gateway Avenue, Silver Lake
584 N. Calle Rolph, Palm Springs
5412 Kincheloe Drive, Eagle Rock
2765 Silver Lake Drive, Silver Lake
6021 Meridian Street, Highland Park
2153 Ewing Street, Echo Park
1448 Randall Ct, Mt. Washington
1911 Bellevue Avenue, Echo Park
331 Crane Blvd, Mt. Washington
327 Crane Blvd, Mt. Washington
1690 Las Flores, San Marino
1215 Stanley Avenue, Glendale
1231 Eagle Vista, Eagle Rock
2765 West Silver Lake Dr., Silver Lake
2437 Meadow Valley Ter, Silver Lake

 1179 N. Commonwealth Ave., Silver Lake
 1139 & 1145 Cole Avenue, Hollywood
 2318 Echo Park Avenue, Echo Park
 1748-50 Silver Lake Blvd, Silver Lake
 1500-1502 Murray Avenue, Silver Lake
 1456 Calumet Avenue, Echo Park
 2516 Elsinore Street, Silver Lake
 3520 Council Street, East Hollywood
 1439-1443 Murray Drive, Silver Lake 

 INCOME & COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES

 

LOFTS & CONDOS

3143 & 3145 Ettrick Street, Los Feliz
6222 Bertha Street, Highland Park
1718 N. Occidental Blvd., Silver Lake
2120 Loma Vista Place, Echo Park
2318 Lyric Avenue, Los Feliz
4005 Monroe Street #6, Silver Lake
1943 Clinton Street, Echo Park
4911 Malta Street, Highland Park
3165 & 3167 Cazador Street, Glassell Park
NELA Union, Glassell Park

FOR SALE

 4005 Monroe Street, #4, #7, #12, Silver Lake
 4111 Sunset Blvd., #233, Silver Lake 
 Barker Block, #401, Downtown LA 
 Barker Block, #418, Downtown LA
 645 9th Street, #339, Downtown LA
 420 San Pedro St., #612, Downtown LA 
 4321 Los Feliz Blvd, #101, Los Feliz
 Vineland Metro, North Hollywood
 1126 N. Central Ave., #308, Glendale
 709 Micheltorena Street, Silver Lake
 NELA Union, Glassell Park, Units 
 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34

 

Knowledge, service and dedication to getting you what you want. 
Go with who’s proven. Go with the best.

John Aaroe Group CalBRE #01350025

440 Canyon Vista, Mt. Washington
6618 Church Street, Highland Park
7913 6th Street, Downey
2211 S Cloverdale Avenue, Mid-City
4164 West Avenue 41, Glassell Park
1113 Green Street, Glendale
1714 N. Benton Way, Silver Lake

2445 Riverside Place, Silver Lake
3145 Atwater Avenue, Atwater Village
2862 Palmer Drive, Eagle Rock
1312 El Paso Drive, Glassell Park
5715 Briarcliff Road, Los Feliz
1444 Murray Drive, Silver Lake
1428 Laveta Terrace, Echo Park
1933 Redcliff Street, Silver Lake
1913 Wollam Street, Mt Washington
4909 La Roda Avenue, Eagle Rock
4848 Algoma Drive, Eagle Rock
839 E. Kensington Road, Angelino Hts
3933 Clayton Avenue, Los Feliz
1530 Braeburn Road, Altadena
1315 Calumet Avenue, Angelino Hts
2703 W Bellevue Ave, Silver Lake
711 S Avenue 60, Highland Park

SINGLE FAMILY HOMES
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shine through  

With a 90 year history,  award-
winning senior living care, and a 
fresh outlook, Solheim offers the 

option to shine with a positive change 
and important support and resources.

Call 323-559-4926 today 
for an informative discussion and tour.

2236 Merton Ave
Eagle Rock CA 90041

(323) 559-4926
www.solheimlutheran.org

The mayor’s announce-
ment comes on the heels of a 
national debate on minimum 
wage. Numerous cities have 
made plans to raise their mini-
mum wage to at least $10.10 
an hour. Seattle’s new mini-
mum wage recently became 
the nation’s highest at $15.00 
an hour. And nationally there 
has been a push by President 
Obama and democratic lead-
ers for a raise of the federal 
minimum wage from $7.25 to 
$10.10, which has encountered 
stalling efforts from Repub-
licans who have warned that 
such a wage increase would 
end up being a job killer and 
bad for small businesses. 

While many local busi-
nesses declined to be inter-
viewed for this story, local 
business owners Randy Clem-
ent of Silver Lake Wine and 
Warner Ebbink, owner of 
three restaurants—Los Feliz’s 
Lil Dom’s, Hollywood’s 101 
Coffee Shop and West Hol-
lywood’s Dominick’s—said 
they have mixed feelings about 

a potential wage hike. 
“I agree from a moral stand-

point that the wage should be 
increased,” said Clement. But, 
according to Clement, that’s 
an easy stance to take as such a 
hike in wages wouldn’t hurt his 
business as much, because it’s 
retail. Restaurants, he said, are 
a different story. 

According to a UC Berke-
ley report requested by Mayor 
Garcetti, restaurants and those 
in the food industry would be 
the most affected by such an 
increase in the minimum wage.   

Ebbink agrees.
“The restaurant business is 

one of nickels and dimes,” he 
said. 

According to Ebbink, 
just a $1 increase in his em-
ployee’s compensation can 
translate to over $100,000 
for his bottom line. 

What Ebbink advocates 
instead is an amendment to 
the city’s minimum wage 
proposition to include a “tip 
provision,” similar to what 
they have in New York City. 

That city’s provision al-

lows an employer to take a 
credit towards the minimum 
wage hourly rate if their em-
ployees receive tips. In New 
York City, the minimum wage 
is currently $8.75 and set to 
rise to $9.00 this year. The 
wage is $5.65 for restaurant 
workers, with tips making up 
for the difference. 

According to a spokesper-
son for Garcetti, the mayor is 
in support of such an adjust-
ment and supports a change 
in the State’s Labor Code that 
currently does not allow for 
tips to be counted as part of an 
employee’s minimum wage.

For Ebbink, a rise in the 
minimum wage to $15.25 an 
hour, he said, would force 
him to pass the additional 
costs on to those that dine at 
his restaurants. 

If other restaurants and 
retail establishments followed 
suit, he said, not much would 
be solved. 

“Eventually instead of 
$20,000 per year being the 
poverty line it will become 
$30,000,” he said.  

MAYOR from page 1

[REStAURANt REViEW]

Bowery Bungalow Surprises in Sunset Junction
By Pat Saperstein, Ledger Restaurant Critic

What kind of food would 
you expect in a cute yellow 
wooden bungalow with a rus-
tic farmhouse vibe? If the ex-
otic spices and layered flavors 
of countries like Lebanon, 
Morocco and Egypt weren’t 
the obvious guess, you’re prob-
ably not alone. 

Bowery Bungalow is a bit 
of a surprise, combining the 
subway tiles and solid craft 
beer selection found at some 
of George Abou-Daoud’s Hol-
lywood establishments like the 
Bowery and Delancey with 
the soulful food of his Leba-
nese heritage. 

Sompun Thai’s owners 
have retired after 40 years 
in Sunset Junction and the 
little house has been remod-
eled, retaining its charm and 

the rare-for-the-area private 
back patio. In front, a buzzy 
bar sports a row of brass beer 
taps. The main dining area 
is brightened up with white-
washed plank paneling and 
robin’s egg blue banquettes. 
Spice racks on the walls are 
homey. If the vintage kitch-
enware theme doesn’t seem to 

go with the food, well, may-
be not every Middle Eastern 
restaurant needs to be hung 
with Moroccan lamps. 

“Modern Mediterranean” 

can be a tricky concept, be-
cause sometimes adding kale 
to tabbouli and otherwise 
futzing with the classic prep-
arations of the region does 
nothing to improve them. 
Thankfully, Bowery Bunga-
low’s cooking is gusty enough 
to stand up to tradition with 
just enough innovation to 

keep things interesting. And 
the main dishes are just as be-
guiling as the appetizer menu.

Stuffed grape leaves, typi-
cally filled with rice, are filled 

with a spiced “merguez” chick-
pea mixture that’s far more 
complex than just hummus. 
The fattoush salad uses crou-
tons instead of the usual fried 
pita shards, but watermelon 
radishes, bright sumac dress-
ing and farmer’s market greens 
manage to elevate it from the 
usual. 

Don’t miss the fried cauli-
flower—one of Abou-Daoud’s 
favorite family dishes—fra-
grant with an Egyptian duk-
kah blend of spices and topped 
with a tangy tahini sauce. 
Vegetarians will appreciate 
most of the mezze appetizer 
dishes as well as couscous 
royale, an impressive presen-
tation of chickpeas, fruits and 
vegetables ringing a large bowl 
of couscous that could use just 
a bowl of gravy to bring it into 
the big leagues of meatless 
dishes.

It’s not necessary to order 
a main course for each diner: 
mix it up with appetizers, a 
fish or meat main course and 
a few kebabs, which come one 
at a time. Cooked over Bin-
chotan coals, the skewers of 

chicken, beef, lamb, shrimp 
or pork belly marry Japanese 
technique with Middle East-
ern flavors. 

As for the mains, chicken 
Musakhan is a hit, with ten-
der braised meat swimming 
in savory gravy fragrant with 
caramelized onions. The Pal-
estinian dish normally uses 
flatbread or pita to soak up 
the chicken’s delicious juices, 
but Bowery’s twist adds a mini 
Yorkshire pudding for an extra 
layer of decadence. 

Slow-cooked lamb is an-
other plate that benefits from 
a long braise, simmered with 
ras el hanout (a spice mixture 
of cumin, cinnamon, corian-
der and ginger) with freekeh 
(green wheatberries) on the 
side. 

For dessert, try the Egyp-
tian konafah, which combines 
shredded filo dough with lo-
cal goat cheese and ricotta, or 
cardamom rice pudding with 
local honey and fruit.  

Bowery Bungalow
4156 Santa Monica Blvd.
(323) 663-1500

thankfully, Bowery Bungalow’s 
cooking is gusty enough to stand up 

to tradition with just enough innovation 
to keep things interesting.
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Griffith Park Adult Community Center Calendar

Sunset Hall - Curriculum and Advocacy 

Wednesday, March 18, 2015, 
12:00 – 3:00 pm, Lunch, 

General Meeting at Friendship Auditorium.   
Sign up for lunch at GPACC. 

Program: A Post St. Patrick Celebration

Call GPACC (323) 644-5579 to check out these activities:  
•	 Computer classes
•	 90+ Discussion Group
•	 Learning Scrabble
•	 Music Appreciation
•	 Painting with Acrylic/Oil  

3203 Riverside Drive, just south of Los Feliz Bl.
* Call for info and reservations (323) 644-5579

Lunch Program: Mon.-Fri., GPACC, 
11:30 AM sign in, Noon lunch, Donation under 60 $4, 60+ $2

Club Info and Newsletter: 
Stephanie Vendig, (323) 667-3043 or vendig@sbcglobal.net.

Join GPACC Club: Only $15/year for trips and news. 
For information on trips, call Doris Slater, (323) 667-1879

Programs for 
free-thinking seniors 

(323) 660-5277

Conversational 
Spanish at GPACC on 
Mondays at 1:30pm

Thanks to our ad sponsor Sunset Hall. They offer...

Look who’s buying property now
You may be surprised to find that Millennials (ages 18-34) value 
home ownership differently than their parent’s generation.  
Millennials, unlike the baby boomers, are not getting married 
or having children as early. They take their time when buying a 
home and put importance on equity. They are motivated by the 
satisfaction of ownership rather than by buying a home to start a 
new family.

While Millennials make up the large majority of renters, most 
recognize the wise investment of homeownership. A recent online 
survey by C.A.R. (California Association of Realtors) polled 1,000 
Millennials to determine the next generation’s feelings on entering 
the housing market.

 The results prove that the baby boomer’s children would be 
prepared to purchase, but they have some apprehensions. They 
would be more inspired to invest now if home prices were more 
reasonable. Forty-five percent were unclear of how they would be 
able to obtain a mortgage due to outstanding student loans. Yet, 
93 percent of those surveyed plan to buy a house at some point 
and they are very clear about why they want to buy.

Freedom was the top reason Millennials want to buy a house. 
Including freedom from living at home with their parents, the 
other top reason to buy showed that Millennials value privacy, the 
ability to make changes and fulfillment from owning. Two out of 
three (67%) plan to buy a single-family detached home. Fifty seven 
percent believe location is most important, while home features 
(eco-friendly, new or renovated) and walkability to stores, parks, 
and entertainment are also essential. Forty two percent want a 
piece of land, while the majority showed interest in city dwelling 
such as lofts or condominiums.

Millennials might search for different characteristics in a home 
than their parents, but America’s next generation of adults still 
understand the importance when it comes to homeownership. 
Enthusiasm, low interest rates and an encouraging market may be 
the right formula for first-time buyers.

 *Source: “Millennials Value Homeownership.” California Real Estate Jan. 2015: 7. Print.

Gail Crosby is a local real estate agent 
with Sotheby’s International Realty.

Contact Gail with your home and real estate 
questions at 323.428-2864 or 

GailCrosby@aol.com 
DRE: 175513781 ADV

ASK GAIL
Sotheby’s International Realty

[SENiOR MOMENtS]

the Challenge of Living Long and Well
By Stephanie Vendig, Ledger Columnist

Returning from one of my 
excursions to a faraway place, I 
had reflections I wouldn’t have 
had in previous times, just be-
cause I am now in the aging 
category. My choice was a trip 
to Myanmar—formerly Bur-
ma—and Thailand arranged 
by Natural Habitat Adventures, 
which focuses on wildlife, pres-
ervation and conservation. 

Myanmar also sparked my 
interest because that country 
has started to open its politi-
cal system after over two de-
cades as a military-dominated 
regime. As ongoing demo-
cratic political, economic and 
administrative reforms occur, 
a fledging tourist industry is 
developing. 

On this trip in particular, 
I was a little worried that per-
haps my aging body couldn’t 
handle the demands of a less-
traveled environment. I was 
very conscious of trying not to 
trip or fall, managing my own 

backpack and camera on my 
shoulders, not being a burden 
to other travelers, getting the 
details of the daily schedule 
right, or asking people to re-
peat something that I didn’t 
hear the first time around.  
Heavens forbid, I should act 
old, or show my age! 

I am not alone denying 
that my age could stop me 

from doing such adventurous 
things. A recent issue of Time 
Magazine highlights the im-
plications of the now growing 
new norm of living longer. 

Laura L. Carstensen, Di-
rector of the Stanford Center 
on Longevity, writes in “The 
New Age of Much Older Age,” 
Americans born today have a 
projected average lifespan 20 
full years longer than one born 
in 1925. Not only that, but to-
day, for the first time, there 
are more people over 60 years 
old than 15. According to the 
Carstensen, the issue is how to 

change a world built for the 
young, to also support and en-
gage people who are moving 
closer to 100 and beyond.  

We can’t dwell on the per-
ils of aging, but we need to 
find more ways in which there 
are supports and investments 
in technological advances, for 
example, that compensate for 
a wide range of age-related 
problems, such as difficulties 
with hearing, mobility and 
balance. The social sciences 
should be encouraged to de-
velop strategies that help older 
people plan for their futures, 
improve fitness, remain cogni-
tively sharp, and even reverse 
disease as a consequence of 
lifestyle. 

As for all my worrying, I 
did just fine. I was able to par-
ticipate in washing elephants, 
climb 700 stairs to the top of 
a Buddhist Temple, snorkel, 
get in and out of traditional 
boats, trek through the thick 
forests and streams, among 
other things that required a bit 
of agility. 

It wasn’t just because I 
could manage this adventure 
by myself. I had the good 
fortune to have had experi-
enced and expert guides and 
the comradery of the group 
to help me achieve enjoying a 
goal that I set out for myself. 

i am not alone denying that my age could 
stop me from doing such adventurous 

things. A recent issue of time Magazine 
highlights the implications of the now 

growing new norm of living longer. 

The writer’s “aging body” seemed to hold up well, pictured here (right) on a recent trip to Myanmar (formerly Burma). 
Courtesy: Stephanie Vendig.

switched from studying agri-
culture at Cal Poly Pomona to 
biology—a move that eventu-
ally led him to USC to study 
optometry. 

Kahwaji put his roots 
down in Silver Lake with his 
wife, Joanne, and opened Sil-
ver Lake Optometry in 1983. 
As his family grew, so did his 
business. His clients, who re-
spect him for his work and 
generosity, come back to him 
because, they say, he’s such a 
nice guy. 

“He loves interacting with 
people,” said his other daugh-
ter, Noelle Kahwaji. “Each 
person he sees, he connects 
with on so many levels.” 

At a time when technol-
ogy has taken over and every-
one’s in a rush, Noelle said her 
father still spends half an hour 
or more with his patients. 

Everywhere he goes peo-
ple know him. Either they’ve 
gotten glasses from him, or 
they know him through his 
children and grandchildren. 

At 75, he still works five 

days a week, but he has cut 
back. At one point, he split 
his time between three offices. 
Now his practice is confined 
to Silver Lake—just a couple 
of blocks from his home. 

He said he is letting the 
community seeds he has sown 
germinate a little while longer 
before he retires.

“If only you could clone 
me,” Kahwaji’s joke brightens 
the room. “I hope to pass the 
business to somebody who 
cares about the patients and 
for Silver Lake.”

DR. KAHWAJI from page 9
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It begins with the right setting. Comfortable 
surroundings that please the eye and senses. A responsive 
staff for resident support needs, with a licensed nurse  
on-site 24/7. Professionally guided fitness and therapy 
for an active lifestyle. Delicious, chef-prepared cuisine. 
Concierge and transportation services. Enriching activities 
for mind, body and spirit. What happens next is up to you. 
After all, it’s your story.

Distinctive Residential Settings  
Chef-Prepared Dining and Bistro 

Award-Winning Memory Care 
Premier Programs for Health and Wellness

Therapy and Rehabilitation Services
 

RCFE Lic 197608468, 197608466, 197608467, 198601646, 197608291, 565801746 © 2015 Belmont Village, L.P.

belmontvillage.com
Burbank (818) 972-2405
Encino (818) 788-8870

Hollywood Hills (323) 874-7711
Rancho Palos Verdes (310) 377-9977

Westwood (310) 475-7501
Thousand Oaks  (805) 496-9301

Let us help make 
this chapter  
one of your best.

Winner of the George Mason University Healthcare Award for the Circle of Friends©

memory program for Mild Cognitive Impairment. Provider to the NFL Player Care Plan.

Schedule a tour today!

LozFeliz_3_2015_chapter.indd   1 2/12/15   12:59 PM

[tHEAtER REViEW]

Jesus Christ Superstar at the Met
By Marilyn tower Oliver, Ledger theater Critic

DOMA theater group is at 
it again. The company which 
presents fully staged Broad-
way style shows in a 99 seat 
venue is currently presenting 
the Andrew Lloyd Weber and 
Tim Rice’s iconic rock opera 
Jesus Christ Superstar with live 
music, a big ensemble cast and 
some amazing actors in lead-
ing roles at the Met Theatre in 
Hollywood.    

The story is loosely based 
on Biblical accounts of the 
last week of Jesus’ life from 
his entrance into Jerusalem 
on Palm Sunday to his cru-
cifixion. However, this is no 
regular passion play. There are 
two principal characters, Je-
sus, of course, and his friend 
and ultimate deceiver Judas 
Iscariot.  The composers are 
fascinated with Judas’ moti-
vations, which are explored 
in the story. The take here is 
that Judas loves Jesus and is 
his most trusted friend, but he 
is becoming disillusioned with 
the radical direction the na-
scent Christian movement is 
taking. He worries that Jesus’ 
actions will bring about re-
percussions against the Jewish 
people from Roman authori-

ties and the high priests of the 
Jewish temple. The story tells 
of Judas’ hard decision leading 
to betrayal.

Since its inception in the 
early 1970s, the musical has 
combined contemporary at-
titudes and modern life with 
the traditional story, and this 
production is no exception. 

As the musical begins, 
Jesus, played by Nate Parker, 
enters with a crowd of young 
people in modern attire who 
are busily taking “selfies” with 
their smart phones while car-
rying banners reading “Stop 
the violence. Keep the peace.”  
Rather than entering Jeru-
salem with palms, the mob 
waves smart phones on selfie 
sticks. In the scene where Je-
sus angrily enters the temple 
to cast out the non-religious, 
rather than moneychangers 
he takes on scantily dressed 
couples engaged in an orgy.  
Psychedelic lighting with 
strobe lights enhance the sense 
of modernity. But as Jesus re-
flects on his coming fate, the 
mood changes. And although 
the characters are in modern 
dress, the feeling is more that 
of first century Jerusalem.

The leads provide amaz-
ing performances. Parker is a 
charismatic Jesus and Jeremy 
Saje is an appropriately an-
gry Judas. Renee Cohen is a 
sympathetic Mary Magdalene 
and Kelly Brighton effectively 
brings out the unctuousness 
of Pontius Pilate. The voices 
stand up to Lloyd Weber’s de-
manding score.   

The large ensemble cast is 
effectively directed by DOMA 
co-founder Marco Gomez 
with choreography by Angela 
Todaro and music direction by 
Chris Raymond who also di-

rects the five piece band.
I’ve always enjoyed pro-

ductions of Jesus Christ 
Superstar and this staging 
makes the iconic characters of 
the Bible seem more real with 
human needs and issues.  This 
production touches the heart 
as was evidenced by the rapt 
attention paid by the audience 
at the performance I attended.  

One small criticism, how-
ever: the extensive use of fog 
throughout the entire play to 

create atmosphere was a dis-
traction.

Jesus Christ Superstar 
plays through March 22; Fri-
days and Saturdays at 8 p.m.; 
Sundays at 7 p.m. at the MET 
Theatre, 1089 N. Oxford Ave., 
Hollywood. General Admis-
sion $30; VIP $34.99 (includes 
reserved seating.)  Parking $6 
at 5250 Santa Monica Blvd. (2 
blocks east of the theater) Res-
ervations a must. (323) 802-
9181 or domatheatre.com

L to R: Dekontee Tucrkile, Kevin Corsini, Sandra Diana Cantu, Blair Grotbeck, Re-
nee Cohen, Nate Parker (center), Anthony D. Willis, Alex Allen, Allison Jakubows-
ki, Lauren Tyni, Wesley Moran. Photo by Michael Lamont
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3178 Glendale Boulevard,  Los Angeles, CA 90039   

323.906.0088    www.pilatesmetro.com

Visit us online for our March Intro Special.   
                  Save over $50!

[tHE GOOD LiFE]

“Wild Whites” for Spring
By tara de Lis, Ledger Columnist

It’s time to 
spring for-
ward to lon-

ger days ahead — an ideal 
time for crisp white wines 
like Sauvignon Blanc. The 
varietal pairs well with picnic 
foods like goat cheese and it’s 
a great accompaniment to 
oysters. 

Sauvignon Blanc is be-
lieved to have its origins in 
Bordeaux and that region of 
France is still a significant pro-
ducer. However, it’s also found 
in the New World, such as 
New Zealand and the United 
States. Here are a few fun, af-
fordable labels to sample.

The 2013 Le Blanc de la 
Graside is a 100% Sauvignon 
Blanc from Bordeaux. Some 
of the vines utilized in its 
production are more than 40 
years old. The minerality of 
the wine is classically French, 
but well balanced. 

The Marlborough region 
of New Zealand is now con-
sidered one of the most re-
spected in the world for Sauv 
Blanc. It’s generally character-
ized by a distinctly grassy taste 
and the 2014 Spy Valley is no 
exception, though it’s tem-
pered by floral elements and 
stone fruits. 

The 2013 Bodega Vol-
canes de Chile Summit Reser-
va Sauvignon Blanc is from 
the relatively cool climate of 
the Leyda Valley in Chile. It 
has the aroma of tropical fruit, 
yet finishes dry. 

Hailing from California, 
the 2013 Pomelo Sauv Blanc 
is indeed named after the cit-
rusy grapefruit’s cousin called 
pomelo. It’s very pale in color 
and has a pleasant tang with-
out any bitter bite. 

Tara de Lis is a freelance writer 
who lives in Hollywood. 

[StAR GAZiNG]

Know your Seasonal Constellations
By Anthony Cook, Griffith Observatory

The bril-
liant planet 

Venus continues to brighten 
in the west and is eye-catching 
for 2½ hours after sunset. The 
crescent moon will pose next 
to Venus on the evening of the 
22nd.

As the sky darkens, Ju-
piter, in Cancer the Crab, is 
bright and high in the south-
east, moving to the south later 
in the evening and sets in the 
west-northwest before dawn. 
Binoculars are sufficient to al-
low you to pick out Jupiter’s 

largest moons—the four Gali-
lean satellites—but a telescope 
is needed to see the cloud fea-
tures of Jupiter’s giant disk, 
11 times as wide Earth. The 
waxing gibbous moon is close 
to Jupiter on the nights of the 
2nd and 29th.

The so-called “winter con-
stellations:” Orion the Hunt-
er; his foe, Taurus the Bull; 
Orion’s hunting dogs; Canis 
Major and Canis Minor; and 
Gemini the Twins, now ap-
pear in the southwest quarter 
of the sky in the early evening. 

The “spring constellations,” 
including the Great Bear; Ursa 
Major, home of the “Big Dip-
per;” Leo the Lion; and Boo-
tes the Herdsman, occupy the 
northeast quarter of the sky.

Before dawn, the “sum-
mer constellations,” including 
Scorpius the Scorpion; Sagit-
tarius the Archer; Ophiuchus 
the Snake Bearer—carrying 
Serpens, the Snake—occupy 

the eastern half of the sky. 
Scorpius is where the ringed 
planet Saturn can be found, 
above the glittering heart of 
Scorpius, the orange star An-
tares. The waning gibbous 
moon passes by Saturn on the 
morning of the 12th. Before 
summer, Saturn will grace the 
evening sky.

This month’s full moon, 
on the morning of the 5th, is 
also called the Worm Moon. 

Before summer comes 
spring, which arrives at 3:45 
p.m., PDT, on March 20th. 

At that moment, the sun is 
directly above the equator. 
The start of spring is the only 
time, other than the start of 
autumn, at which the sun is 
visible from both poles. A total 
solar eclipse, visible only from 
the north Atlantic and Arctic 
oceans, precedes the start of 
spring by about 12 hours.

Don’t forget Daylight 
Saving Time, which starts on 
Sunday morning, March 8th. 
On that morning, 1:59 a.m. 
PST will be followed by 3:00 
a.m., PDT.

a year later, is still pending. 
“We have gotten some 

push back from some neigh-
borhood groups,” he said. 
Some neighborhood groups, 
he said, say cell towers would 
distract from the park’s natu-
ral aesthetic.

According to Griffith 
Park Park Ranger Tom Mend-
ible, most parks in Los An-
geles don’t have cell towers 
on park grounds, including 
Griffith Park, because they’re 

not needed as signals can be 
picked up from nearby towers.

However, Mendible said 
Griffith Park’s size makes it 
unique.

“Its scale makes nearby 
cell phone towers ineffec-
tive,” he said. “Residential 
neighborhoods surround 
Griffith Park… and is why 
there aren’t many towers 
near the park. Many are fear-
ful of the potential eyesore 
and health risks of cell phone 
towers.”  

CELL from page 9

Advertise in the

Los Feliz Ledger
(323) 644-5536
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Serving Lunch and Dinner!

Fresh, Handmade Pasta 
& Authentic Italian Sauces

Homebaked Focaccia, 
Italian Breads and Panini 
the way you want it

We use fresh ingredients 
and put love in every dish

New Italian Trattoria & Deli
1802 Hillhurst Ave. LA, CA 90027 

323-66 ITALY  |  323-664-8259
Lunch Hours - 11:30am-3pm

Dinner Hours - 6pm-10pm
Sat/Sun - 6pm-11pm

www.lapergoletta.com Take Out • Delivery coming soon!

Streetlife Serenade
By Julie Walmsley, Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELiZ—If you’re pulling 
off the 5 Freeway at the Los Fe-
liz Boulevard exit this month, 
you could get a free serenade 
and a mini-set of fierce fiddle 
and guitar. 

Kenny Feinstein and Peter 
Daggatt, the core members of 
the rootsy, freewheeling band 
Water Tower, like busking at 
freeway exits. 

After taking a tip from 
a passing driver, they said 
they make more money do-
ing so than on U.S. tours in 
booked venues. Besides, they 
say, their unconventional ap-
proach to getting their music 
out creates new promotional 
opportunities. 

“We made the LA Week-
ly a week ago, and we’re in a 
documentary. Last week we 
auditioned for it just because 
somebody saw us driving by,” 
said fiddler and band founder 
Feinstein.

The Portland-based band 
is in Los Angeles to promote 
their forthcoming EP “Come 
Down EZ” and upcoming 
shows at Room 5 Mar. 13th 
and Hotel Cafe Mar. 28th.

The Hotel Cafe show 
will heavily feature music 
from the new EP, co-pro-
duced with Ariel Pink and 
The Germs’ Don Bolles. 
They will be joined by a few 
sometime band members: 
multi-instrumentalist and 
singer Jessica Malone; bassist 
Michael Steinkirchner and 
drummer Harry Salek. 

“People who do know us 
can expect what we’ve always 

brought: hard driving, old 
timey music but with the ener-
gy of rock and punk thrown in 
there,” said Feinstein. He said 
the band is also influenced by 
country and blues, “and cajun 
a little bit.” 

“People who don’t know 
us can expect kind of a raw ex-
perience,” said Feinstein. “The 
stage is catharsis for us. And 
even out here,” he said, point-
ing to the freeway, “this is our 
stage.”

The pair were obviously 
comfortable at the offramp 
on a recent weekday morning, 
mixing chatting with a report-
er, playing for moving cars and 
handing out tour date flyers 
and stickers. 

Since meeting at the Uni-
versity of Oregon in 2007, the 
band discovered the visibility 
of freeway exits about a year 
ago. 

They also busk on regu-
lar city sidewalks. It works for 
them, they said, so they won’t 
be deterred, even though a 
North Hollywood cop saw 
their art as trespassing recently 
and ticketed them. But just 
the day before at the same 
exit, they said a uniformed cop 
tipped them.

“So,” laughed Daggatt, 
“you never know. One day 
[they] are tipping and the next 
day coming out with batons 
swinging.” 

The Room 5 performance 
on Mar. 13th begins at 11 p.m. 
The Hotel Cafe show on Mar. 
28th begins at 8 p.m. Tickets 
are available at the door.

Portland based Watertower (Kenny Feinstein and Peter Daggat) will play March 
13th at Room 5. But for now, you can check them out at the Los Feliz off ramp of 

the 5 Freeway. Photo by Julie Walmsley

“They have the most com-
plete and accurate informa-
tion,” Alatorre wrote.

By the response timeline 
requirements of the California 
Public Records Act, the council 
should have responded by Feb. 
18th detailing the reasons for 
delaying providing the informa-
tion and to list the location of 
the records and their format.  

According to the city’s 
“ControlPanel LA” website, 
overseen by city controller 
Ron Galperin, CD4 had the 
2nd highest payroll of all 15 
city council districts in 2014 
and 2013, at $1,228,000 and 
$1,646,500, respectively. 
Only Council District 10 has 
a slightly higher payroll under 
councilmember Herb Wes-
son, who has been the presi-
dent of the council since the 

end of 2011. 
In 2012, according to city 

budget records, LaBonge em-
ployed six staffers. That num-
ber jumped to 10 in 2013 and 
remained at that level in 2014. 
However, according to La-
Bonge’s current city website, his 
office now has 21 paid positions. 

Although CD4’s geo-
graphic area expanded after 
redistricting in 2012, it lost 
4,500 constituents in the pro-
cess and currently has a popu-
lation of 248,000 residents. 
Each of Los Angeles’s council 
districts has approximately 
250,000 residents.

The city council office 
with the least payroll is Coun-
cil District 6, which covers the 
central and eastern San Fer-
nando Valley. 

Nury Martinez, replaced 
Tony Cardenas in July of 

2013 as the councilmem-
ber for that district and as-
sumed a staffing budget of 
$926,000 which was reduced 
to $824,000 last year. Mar-
tinez’s website currently lists 
15 staffers on payroll. 

LaBonge does not appear 
to be the only councilmember 
to receive transfers of funds 
from redevelopment and street 
repair funds. 

In a year-end report to 
the city council prepared 
by the city’s budget and fi-
nance committee, from July 
1, 2012 to June 30, 2013, a 
total of $444,000 was trans-
ferred from both the Street 
Furniture Fund and AB120 
for council staff salaries for 
council districts 1, 7 and 
most notably CD14, which 
received $275,000 during 
that period.

LABONGE from page 10
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Selfie: Tenacious, detailed and 
empathetic. 
Good Idea: Fred Mariscal’s 
suggestion on working with 
the Veterans Administration 
to unify a large scale “Crisis 
Humanitarian Relief Project” 
on Veteran’s Administration 
land to house and care for the 
20,000 disable homeless veter-
ans in Los Angeles. 
Bad Idea: Tomas O’Grady’s 
idea to reduce car lanes for 
bike lanes. 
Would vote for: No one. 

Rostom Sarkissian

Book: The Alche-
mist by Paulo 
Coelho (he said he 
recently re-read it).  
“It’s a great book 

worth reading again and 
again,” and that its message 
really resonated with him.
Favorite Spot: The House of 
Pies in Los Feliz. (He added 
he would like to go out more, 
but with a 5-month-old, doing 
so has “become a foreign con-
cept.”)
Selfie: Analytical, thoughtful, 
genuine.
Good Ideas: Carolyn Ram-
say’s idea to create “Innovation 
Zones” and Sheila Irani’s ideas 
on transportation. 

Bad Idea: Declined saying he 
“didn’t want to throw anyone 
under the bus.”
Would vote for: Sheila Irani. 

Michael Schaefer

Book: Short and 
Sweet: The Life and 
Time of the Lollipop 
Munchkin, a biog-
raphy about the last 

surviving Lollipop Munchkin 
who is 94 years old. “I know 
him personally, his story is 
great,” said Schaefer.” 
Favorite Spot: The Dresden 
Restaurant in Los Feliz. 
Selfie: Independent, Indefati-
gable, Survivor.   
Good Ideas: Tomas O’Grady’s 
idea that the city should not 
start new banks but work with 
existing banks instead.
Bad Ideas: He declined to an-
swer.  
Would vote for: Tomas 
O’Grady.  

Carolyn Ramsay

Book: Railtown by 
Ethan Elkind. “It 
was recommended 
to me and it tells 
the recent history 

of Los Angeles over the last 30 
years and why it took so long 
to get the subway started. I feel 

like it’s important to read just 
the forces at play, historically, 
in making Los Angeles move 
slowly forward.”
Favorite Spot: The Aileen 
Getty Lidge Trail on the west-
ern end of Griffith Park on 
Cahuenga Peak.
Selfie: Positive. Straightfor-
ward. Calm. 
Good Idea/Bad Idea: “There 
aren’t any ideas I could charac-
terize as “good or bad.” I have 
noticed that several supporters 
of us support an adjustment 
of the city’s gross receipts tax, 
which I also support as an eco-
nomic development tool.” 
Would vote for: “If I could 
not vote for myself, I would 
still be undecided.”

Wally Knox

Book: Gordon 
Wood’s Empire of 
Liberty, an account 
of U.S. history 
from the Constitu-

tional Convention to 1815. 
“It’s absolutely fabulous and 
incredibly detailed.” 
Favorite Spot: The staircases 
in Franklin Hills. 
Selfie: Adventurous. Book-
worm. Upbeat.
Good Ideas: Sheila Irani’s 
Uber-style van pools
Bad Ideas: “I’ve heard it from 

at least five candidates: Veres, 
Ramsay, Ryu, Pelico and Da-
vis… [calling] for the com-
plete elimination of the city’s 
business tax, with no replace-
ment. That’s a $470 million 
loss a year.”
Would vote for: Sheila Irani.

David Ryu

Book: George Or-
well’s Animal 
Farm. Ryu said he 
reads the book 
over and over 

again. “It helps me get per-
spective.” 
Favorite Spot: The residen-
tial views of Los Feliz and the 
ravine running through Han-
cock Park’s Brookside area. 
Selfie: Energetic. Tenacious. 
Dedicated.
Good Ideas: Requiring off-
hour LADWP construction. 
“A lot of us have talked about 
it” (but he would not provide 
specific candidate names.)
Bad Ideas: He did not provide 
an answer to this question.
Would Vote For: Joan Pelico

tara Bannister

Book: True Com-
pass, by Sen. Ed-
ward Kennedy. 
Favorite Spot: SK 

Donuts on W. 3rd Street, for 
their “sconuts” (croissant do-
nuts)
Selfie: Optimistic. Hard-
working. Innovative.
Good Ideas: Did not respond.
Bad Ideas: Did not respond.
Would Vote For: Did not re-
spond.

Fred Mariscal

Book: Abundance 
by Peter Diaman-
dis. “What I like 
about it, with can-
didates who spend 

a lot of time talking about 
what’s going wrong in cities 
and the country and don’t 
spend time talking about 
what’s going right. This book 
talks about things that can im-
prove in the world and that 
there’s a bright future.” 
Favorite Spot: Bronson Can-
yon in Griffith Park, where 
Batman was filmed in the 
1960s.
Selfie: Likeable. Open-mind-
ed. Compassionate. 
Good Ideas: Ramsay’s idea of 
creating jobs with the “Holly-
wood Innovation Zone.”
Bad Ideas: There are no bad 
ideas. 
Would Vote For:  “I get the 
question, but I am running, 
so. . . “

UNPLUGGED from page 6
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ADVERTISE NOW!
Promote your summer camp or school program in our 

April edition of the Los Feliz Ledger!

SUMMER SPECIAL 
for CAMPS and SCHOOLS!  

50% OFF COLOR 
RUN OFF OUR CONTRACT RATE & SKIP MONTHS

Run your camp/summer program (APRIL), 
graduation ad (MAY or JUNE) and then start regular 

school advertising in the Fall!

2015 ANNUAL SUMMER CAMP
& SCHOOL PROGRAM GUIDE

CONTACT
Libby Butler-Gluck at libby@losfelizledger.com
or (323) 644-5536 for ad rates!
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Coach Helped Her Clear the Hurdle
in More Ways than One 
By Bridgette Webb, Ledger Contributor Writer

LOS FELiZ—Thousands of 
miles once separated Immacu-
late Heart Track Coach Flor-
ence Edi and scholar-athlete 
cross-country captain Alexan-
dria “Allie” Howell.  

Howell, 17, was born and 
raised in Burbank. She discov-
ered her love for running as a 
child while playing with her 
neighbors. 

“There were two boys that 
I would run with, she said.”  I 
always won so I figured, hey I 
am pretty good at this. Once 
you realize that you have the 
potential to excel at something 
you pursue it. ” 

Edi, a native of Nige-
ria, began coaching at the all 
girls’ college prep school in 
2012. She was once an Olym-
pic hopeful, trying out and 
ultimately coming in 4th in 
the qualification for the 2012 
Olympic games. She just 
missed the mark to qualify for 
the Nigerian national track 
team. 

Edi detailed how hard 
it was to make the track and 
field Olympic team in Nigeria. 
She said that in almost any 
other country including the 
United States, she would have 
made the team as alternate, 
But in Nigeria it’s either you 
win or you beat the best time. 
And even then the decision is 
not always clear. 

“The process is very politi-
cal,” she said. “It’s about who 
you know and at the time I 
didn’t know the right people.” 

Edi said she didn’t receive 
all she needed for her Olym-
pic training. And after she 
became a coach, she said, that 
only became clearer. She said 
she is now determined to give 
her student athletes everything 
she didn’t have. 

Today, everyone from the 

athletic director to those stu-
dents agree that Edi is an in-
tense coach. One of her train-
ing drills includes reps of one 
team member carrying anoth-
er up flights of arena stairs. 

“I want them to be self-
motivated and be driven from 
within. I push them to achieve 
that. Everything is earned,” 
she said.

After Howell’s freshman 
year, she pursued the captain 
spot, knowing it would take 
determination and sacrifice. 

“I wasn’t sure at first if she 
was a right fit for captain,” said 
Edi. The student who was cap-
tain at the time was very asser-
tive and really embodied what 
it meant to be a captain. Allie 
was a bit to quiet and shy. She 
had to grow into herself a bit 
more before earning that title, 
and she did that.” 

Howell admits that many 
skills needed as captain didn’t 
come naturally to her as she 
tends to be shy, quiet and pas-
sive. 

“As a captain you need to 
be assertive and someone the 
team can look to. Coach re-
alized this and really pushed 
me to become more assertive, 
it was tough but I really grew 
into the role.” 

Her coach couldn’t be 
more pleased. 

“She is inspiring,” said 
Edi. “Watching her progres-
sion has been great.”

Between maintaining her 
4.45 GPA and her captain du-
ties Howell spends her little 
free time volunteering for the 
Los Angeles Zoo, where she 
gives tours. She aspires to be 
an ecologist and has recently 
finished her college applica-
tions. Some schools on her 
list are Stanford, Berkley and 
Cornell.

IHHS Coach Florence Edi with cross-country captain Alexandria “Allie” Howell. 
“She is inspiring,” said Edi of her scholar athlete student.
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[MOtHER OF iNVENtiON]

the Confusing Messages of 
Girlhood
By Rita Mauceri, Ledger Columnist

At the risk of stating the 
obvious, I’m a girl. I also hap-
pen to be the mother of a girl. 
She just turned eight and I’ve 
got four decades of life on her, 
so in many ways I feel I should 
have my head wrapped around 
the whole “girl” thing at this 
point. Of course, I don’t. 

Neo-feminist singer Avril 
Lavigne may stress to young 
female listeners: “We’ve all got 
choices, we’ve all got voices,” all 
she wants, but such self actual-
ization can get lost on young 
ears as Lavigne also complains 
a boyfriend didn’t treat her in 
a conventional female way. To-
day’s upcoming generation of 
women, you see, are being ad-
monished to be both self-em-
powered and feminine.

My perspective now, as a 
woman/wife/parent in 2015 is 
vastly different from that of the 
circa 1975 pre-teen who hung 
a Starsky and Hutch poster on 
her bedroom wall, and didn’t 
yet know what highlights—or 
gray hairs—were.

Still, I look at my daugh-
ter and remember quite viv-
idly what it felt like to fumble 
my way through friendships, 
fears, insecurities, boyfriends, 
bullies and the myriad con-
flicts and confusions that 
come with adolescence.

Oh, how I wish some-
thing like Girl Group had ex-
isted when I was eight.

Girl Group is the brain-
child of two local mothers who 
are trying to wrap their heads 
around the whole girl thing. 
Once a week, a cluster of local 
8 to13 year olds gather with 
several older teen mentors and 
adult leaders to explore, share, 
and work towards a new vision 
of themselves. 

That’s the simplified ver-
sion. In reality, the five-week 
program provides a level of 
interactivity, nurturing, deep 
digging and awareness de-
signed to break girls out of 
their color-within-the-lines 
programming and lead them 
down a path of self-discovery.

No. Small. Feat.
The creators of Girl Group 

are Los Feliz locals Wes-
ley Stahler and Tanya Ward 
Goodman, both of whom 
have daughters of their own. 

Stahler is a Licensed Mar-
riage and Family Therapist and 
Registered Drama Therapist 
with 15 years experience work-
ing with female prisoners, new 
mothers and teens dealing with 
debilitating  anxiety or extreme 
trauma. She was also raised in a 
family of four girls. 

“I was the youngest, so I felt 
really stuck in my role, the role 
of the baby. I wished I had in-
herited a bible from my mother 

telling me what to do and how 
to act,” Stahler said. “I just 
wanted to know I was normal. 
Much of the inspiration for cre-
ating Girl Group comes from 
my own childhood.”

Goodman is an accom-
plished writer and blogger 
whose work deals with the 
complexities of family and 
children. 

“I don’t think there is an 
age when you know every-
thing you need to know to be 
a girl or a person or a woman. 
Our goal is to give girls the 
tools they can use for the rest 
of their lives,” she said. “Every 
age group uses these tools in a 
different way.”

Each Girl Group session 
incorporates discussion, writing 
and action based around themes 
such as Nest Making, Finding 
Silence, Beauty, Mean Girls, 
Loneliness, Sisterhood and Self-
Care. In keeping, Stahler and 
Goodman establish tools guid-
ing the girls to “Think, Talk, 
Write, Do and Be.”

The “doing” part is espe-
cially key, according to Good-
man. 

“There are so many chal-
lenges for girls in today’s cul-
ture. Our ideas about beauty 
are constantly changing with 
the media raising the bar 
again and again in ridiculous 
ways,” she said. “We are liv-
ing in such a consumer society 
and so much value is placed on 
what we have instead of what 
we are doing. We encour-
age the girls to feel powerful 
through action.”

Girl Group just wrapped 
its second series, which gen-
erated glowing feedback from 
participants. 

 “Whatever Kool-Aid you 
served last night at Girl Group 
was pretty powerful stuff,” 
Wendy Perez, a 3rd grade 
teacher at Franklin Avenue El-
ementary and mother of two 
daughters, wrote in a note to 
Stahler and Goodman. 

Perez went on to explain 
her daughter had recently been 
“grumpy and mean” since her 
grandmother’s death. 

“She was in such a good 
place when I picked her up yes-
terday,” Perez wrote.  “Thanks 
so much for this group and for 
paying such close attention to 
both my girls’ special needs.” 

On March 13th, Girl 
Group will launch a longer 
series consisting of 10 weekly 
one-hour sessions. I plan to sign 
my daughter up and then start 
lobbying Stahler and Good-
man to create a group like this 
for us older girls who haven’t 
quite figured it all out. Yet.

For more information: 
girlgroupla@gmail.com.

Franklin Hills 
Expansion

LOS FELiZ—At its February 
meeting, the Los Feliz Neigh-
borhood Council’s (LFNC) 
Governing Board voted to 
exercise their option to hold 
a public hearing to review the 
Franklin Hills Residents As-
sociation’s request to expand 
their area’s official boundaries.  

Installing one of the city’s 
familiar blue and silver “com-
munity identity” signs—with 
the City of Los Angeles’ offi-
cial seal—at the intersection 
of Talmadge and Tracy streets 
would effectively expand 
Franklin Hills northwest to 
that point from the Shake-
speare Bridge.

A written petition has 
been filed with the City Clerk’s 
office showing 20% of the af-
fected residents have requested 
the change.

The hearing will be part of 
the LFNC’s regular meeting 
agenda on March 17th. Resi-
dents and stakeholders in the 
affected area are encouraged to 
attend and speak during pub-
lic comment.

[OBitUARY]

Beloved ivanhoe teacher 
Kateri Sullivan

Kateri Sullivan, age 78, 
died Jan. 16th from complica-
tions of pneumonia.  

Sullivan was a teacher for 
25 years with the Los Angeles 
Unified School District and 
taught at Ivanhoe Elementary 
School in Silver Lake. She re-
tired in 1996.

Sullivan was an active 
member of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Parish in East 
Hollywood. She graduated 
from Immaculate Heart High 
School in 1954. 

After briefly working for 
an insurance company, Sul-
livan explored entering into 
religious life with the Im-
maculate Heart Novitiate in 
September 1955. Professed 
in 1957, she took the name 
Kateri, which she kept for 
the rest of her life.  

According to family and 
friends, she was a lover of 
children, plants, flowers and 
cats. All thrived under her 
care, they said. 

Sullivan—whose birth 
name was Alice—was born 
in 1936 in Afton, IA, the 
youngest of six children. 
The family moved to Los 
Angeles in June, 1942. 

She also taught in Long 
Beach, Lancaster, Los An-
geles, Palm Springs and San 
Antonio. 

Sullivan was part of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary 
community locally where 
“she shared her many talents 

and special soups for sports 
events on television,” friends 
said. She was described by 
her friends as a gentle, soft-
spoken woman, but one 
with firm beliefs, conviction 
and with a sense of humor. 
She also had special sensitiv-
ity to and affection for the 
elderly, they said.  

She is survived by six 
nieces and nephews:  Mon-
ica Grycz (Chet); Patrick 
Dodds  (Diane); Michael 
Sullivan (Julie); Eileen 
Brinkerhoff (Jonathan); 
Miz O›Connor (Andy); Bill 
Dodds (Tammy); her sister-
in-law Loraine Sullivan 
and her brother-in-law Mal 
Dodds (Ann) and much ex-
tended family. 

Donations in her honor 
can be sent to the Immac-
ulate Heart Community, 
5515 Franklin Ave., Los An-
geles, 90028 or to NKLA 
Pet Adoption Center, 1845 
Pontius Ave., Los Angeles, 
90025.
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The previous 
owners definitely 
had different taste
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Coming Soon

Under Construction            Los Feliz                  Call For Price
Completely renovated California bungalow walking distance to 
Hillhurst and close to Sunset Junction & Prospect Studios. This  
3+2 home offers an open floor plan w/a beautifully renovated 
kitchen & baths. New flooring, cabinetry, counter tops, interior 
& exterior paint & many upgraded systems too. The kitchen 
and master suite leads to deck that’s perfect for entertaining & 
out to the yard. Detached 2 car garage+addt’l driveway parking.

2369 Lyric Avenue                  Los Feliz              Call For Price 
Spacious 3 bedroom 2.5 Contemporary home set high above the 
hill to take advantage of the wondeful views. Beautifully 
renovated Cook’s kitchen w/new shaker cabinets, granite tops 
& all new stainless GE appliances. Kitchen opens to den with a 
fireplace and leads to patio. Upstairs has 3 bedrooms plus a 
large open family room. Master suite with private bath w/new 
counter top. Parking for 3 cars. Great Los Feliz neighborhood. 

Just Listed

Coming Soon

3834 Clayton Avenue          Franklin Hills             $550,000
Calling all investors or owner users to view this great 2+1 
pied-a-terre in the hills w/sweeping views. Unfinished area for 
possible expansion. Hardwood floors. Front area to create a 
wonderful front patio & seating area. Deck off LR & dining area 
to capture the spectacular views. 1 car garage. Apprx 884 sq ft 
& lot is 3901. A great opportunity in the hills. Frankln Elem.

Just Listed

1830 Silver Lake Drive           Silver Lake              $865,000
Pride of ownership duplex in a much sought after SL location 
on a large flat lot. Each unit w/2+1+office area. Spacious LR & 
DR. Charming kitchens w/breakfast areas. Lower unit has been 
freshly painted & offers refinished hardwood flrs. Huge flat yard 
to create a great outdoor entertaining space and garden. Lot is 
6031. Laundry in each unit. 2 car garage + additional parking. 

2027 Park Drive             Elysian Park                Call For Price
A rare find in this 2-story 4+2 Elysian Park home that’s situated 
in the hills offering privacy and a dramatic setting. Set back 
from the street w/a lovely front patio surrounded by lush 
landscaping. Spacious living room. Dining room opens to patio 
with spectacular views. 3 downstairs bedrooms leads to the 
expansive yard. This home & lot offers endless possibilities.  

Coming Soon

1919 Monon Street           Los Feliz                  $875,000
Beautifully restored & renovated 2+2 Mid-Century w/charming 
curb appeal on lovely cul-de-sac. Wonderful open floor plan w/
new Cook’s kitchen w/new cabintry, Viking range & stainless 
appliances. Den or home office. Gorgeous baths. Large patio 
for dining & entertaining. Many designer upgrades. Central AC, 
copper plumbing, new roof, 200 amp panel.  Franklin Elem.

1310 Silver Lake Blvd               Silver Lake               $3500
This 1950’s gated & remodeled Mid-Century home is available 
as a furnished lease starting March 1st for 3-6 months. Open 
living space & dining opens to Cook’s kitchen with stainless 
appliances & breakfast bar. LR with opened beamed ceiling. 
Great backyard with patio. Dark hardwood floors. Central air 
and heat. Laundry room inside. Steps to Sunset Junction and 
all the great eateries and shops the neighborhood has to offer! 

For Lease

Dunia Handy Gill Laura Moreno

George & Eileen Moreno Realtors - trusted names in 
Real Estate since 1995 with almost 1,000 properties 
sold! We look forward to hearing from you if we can 
assist you with buying or selling your property in 2015!

Introducing Two Of Our Team Members!

Just Listed


