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Members of the Rodney Drive Tenants Association protest their upcoming eviction due to the Ellis Act. Property own-
ers can evict tenants for major building renovations or for their own use but must keep the units off the rental market 
for at least five years. Some say owners break the law, which is hard to enforce, to get away from rent control. Read our 
story on page 22. Photo: Timo Saarelma.

O’Farrell Opens Defense Fund
To Fight “Seven Figure” Lawsuit
By Ezekiel Hernandez, Ledger Contributing Writer

Los Angeles City Coun-
cilmember Mitch O’Farrell of 
the 13th District has opened a 
legal defense fund in response 
to a civil suit—requesting 
damages of at least $1 mil-
lion—that names his 2013 
campaign for city council as a 
defendant.

Under the city’s campaign 
finance law, city officials can 
establish fundraising com-
mittees and solicit donations 
to cover fines or legal action 
taken against their offices or 
campaigns.

In 2013, Kimberly Cano-
dy, of Beverly Hills, filed 
a complaint alleging that 
O’Farrell campaign staffers 
caused her injuries after a car 
they were driving struck her 
while she was on a scooter. 

Kyle Madison, Canody’s 
attorney, said that O’Farrell’s 
staffers operated without in-

surance and that O’Farrell has 
refused to take responsibility.  

According to Madison, 
Flor Perez, of Valencia and As-
sociates, who was contracted 
by the O’Farrell campaign to 
pass out fliers, was driving un-
insured and nearly paralyzed 
his client.   

“This is a serious injury 
case,” he said, “My client has 
to walk with a limp and has 
deformities in her legs and will 
have to live with this for the 
rest of her life.”  

Madison said he was un-
aware about the formation of 
O’Farrell’s defense fund.  

“That has not been told 
to us,” he said. “If he’s raising 
money for this particular case, 
then that’s news to me... Is he 
taking defense funds so that 
he can keep defending himself 
without taking responsibility?”

“Bates” Motel 
Blanched But 
Not Suppressed
By Colin Stutz
Ledger Senior Contributing 
Writer

SILVER LAKE—For about 30 
years local residents have tried 
to make the Sunset Pacific 
Motel disappear. 

Better known as the 
“Bates Motel”— a nod to both 
Bates Avenue, which runs im-
mediately to the east and the 
creepy motel in the Alfred 
Hitchcock thriller “Psycho”—
the property has long been in 
a condemned state with a his-
tory of drug dealing, prostitu-
tion, violence and squatting. 

The three-story, 37-room 
building at 4301 Sunset Blvd. 
still stands tall at Silver Lake’s 
western most point as a tower-

[CD 4 ELECTION]

“Insider” or 
“Outsider”
Voters to 
Decide May 
19th
By Colin Stutz
Ledger Senior Contributing 
Writer

With the May 19th gener-
al election soon approaching, 
candidates Carolyn Ramsay 
and David Ryu are making 
their final claims to why they 
are each best suited to rep-
resent the city’s 4th District 
(CD4) and replace the termed 
out Tom LaBonge. 

The matter of personal 
experience is of high priority, 
as both Ramsay and Ryu are 
working to explain their own 
qualifications to voters and 

LaBonge Says
Staffer Didn’t 
“Double Dip”
By Allison B. Cohen 
and Julie Walmsley

A staffer for Los Angeles 
City Councilmember Tom 
LaBonge appears to have been 
paid twice for the same work 
relative to LaBonge’s “Sister 
Cities” programs according 

LaBonge Staff Email Hopes Money 
Transfer “Won’t Raise Eyebrows”
By Allison B. Cohen

How over $1.6 million 
was spent since 2006 using 
funds designated for street, 
public transit, sidewalk re-
pairs, redevelopment and 
community services but were 
transferred instead to Los An-
geles City Councilmember 
Tom LaBonge’s office for the 
purpose of salaries, is still un-
clear after multiple California 
Public Records request by the 
Los Feliz Ledger.

LaBonge’s use of such so-
called “discretionary funds” 
has become a campaign hot 
spot in the race to replace him 
in the upcoming May 19th 
election. 

Candidate Carolyn Ram-
say has, thus far, deflected 
questions regarding the funds 
transferred to LaBonge’s sala-
ries accounts, of which a ma-
jority occurred while she over-
saw LaBonge’s office as Chief 

of Staff. 
But according to an email 

exchange between LaBonge’s 
staffers, the issue of transfer-
ring such funds was discussed 
amongst LaBonge’s staff. 

Specifically, in reference 
to a 2012 motion by LaBonge 
to transfer $500,000 from a 
fund called “AB1290” to La-
Bonge’s salaries account, then 
LaBonge senior advisor Jeanne 
Min wrote to a fellow staffer: 
“Hope it doesn’t raise any eye-
brows and gets approved with-
out a hitch.” 

The second staffer, then 
LaBonge’s legislative analyst, 
Lisa Schechter, responded: 
“I’m sure it will,” get approved 
and then described how the 
motion would be considered 
on a day when the City Coun-
cil would be distracted by larg-
er issues.

see TRANSFER page 23

Los Angeles City Councilmember 
Tom LaBonge as photographed at 
the opening of the 2014 Los Angeles 
Sister Cities festivities in Bordeaux, 
France. Photo: sistercitiesofla.com
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Corrections & Amplifications
In our story “LFNC ‘Punts’ 
on Possible Franklin Hills 
Annexation”  (April 2015), 
we reported the Los Feliz 
Neighborhood Council 
received 18 letters against 
the possible annexation. 
In fact, the Los Feliz 
Neighborhood Council 
recorded 17 against the 
annexation that either spoke 

at a March 17th or via email 
to the council. Additionally, 
our story indicated that one 
homeowner in the proposed 
area did not receive help from 
the city or other organizations 
regarding an abandoned 
house on Myra Avenue that 
had attracted squatters 
and drug activity. In fact, 
according to Chris Boutelle, 

president of the Franklin Hills 
Residents Association, several 
homeowners have sought help 
regarding issues in Franklin 
Hills. Finally, we neglected to 
include that the FHRA also not 
only maintains the Franklin 
Avenue median, but that the 
organization designed it, 
fought for its approval from 
the Los Angeles City Council. 
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[STREET LEVEL]

Saving H2O in Drips & Drabs
Compiled by Ameera Butt, Ledger Contributing Writer

In April, California Gov. 
Jerry Brown ordered statewide 
water cuts by 25% in lieu of 
mandatory drought restric-
tions. The drought, now in 
its fourth year, has devastated 
ranches and farmland across 
the state. Locally, homeown-
ers are looking into planting 
drought tolerant plants out-
doors and conserving water 
indoors, wherever they can. In 
Los Angeles last year, Mayor 
Eric Garcetti already called for 
a 20% cut for city water usage. 

Here’s what some locals 
had to say about the changes 
they’ve made to their homes 
or offices and whether they are 
taking the drought seriously:

I am taking the 
drought seri-
ously. I support 
Gov. Jerry 
Brown 100%. I 
take two-min-

ute showers and [when] boil-
ing water for vegetables that 
goes to water my plants. I only 
water my garden twice a week. 
I just wish there was some-
thing that could be done about 
development. I’m sacrificing 
my plants but there’s a devel-
oper who’s putting in units 
with a kitchen, a bathroom, a 
laundry room. 
–Maggie McDonough, 58, 
Echo Park, on Sunset Bou-
levard and Vermont Avenue 

I’m from Chi-
cago and my 
family keeps 
calling me up 
about the 
drought. When 

it was raining recently, my dad 
called and joked ‘you can 
shower outside now.’ I come 
from a family who recycles 

and conserves. I never buy bot-
tled water. I take two-minute 
showers. I was talking to my 
friend about the restrictions and 
was thinking why they didn’t 
happen sooner – like changing 
the landscape to succulents. 
There are small changes you can 
be in control of. 
–Caroline Yohanan, 33, 
Palms, at Echo Park Lake 

When it’s a wa-
tery wee, I don’t 
flush. I try not 
to use the dish-
washer. I do 
think when 

there is a drought in England, 
they take it more seriously. 
–Tabitha Denholm, 40, Los 
Feliz, on Glendale Boule-
vard and Edenhurst Avenue 
in Atwater Village

I’m taking the 
drought very 
seriously. My 
business is real 
estate develop-
ment and I 

make sure all of my properties 
use the best technology avail-
able to conserve water, like low 
flow showerheads and toilets.
–Yuval Bar-Zemer, 52, Arts 
District, at Echo Park Lake 
with his dog Lucy

My side yard 
has a lot of grass 
and I want to 
put in some 
stones. There is 
only so much 

you can do indoors. You have 
to shower. The majority of wa-
ter is wasted outdoors. 
–Brian Cho, 47, La Cañada 
Flintridge, on Glendale 
Boulevard in Atwater  
Village 
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to public records, a claim the 
soon to be termed out council-
member denies. 

Kamilla Blanche-Stern 
has been on LaBonge’s staff 
since 2006 when he hired her 
to assist with the re-opening of 
the Griffith Observatory after 
an extensive renovation.

Until recently, Blanche-
Stern’s title has been as Direc-
tor of Sister Cities and Arts 
and Culture. Last year, her an-
nual salary was $76,796. 

But documents show 
Blanche-Stern was also con-
tracted by the city’s Dept. of 
Cultural Affairs to work on 
at least one Sister Cities Los 
Angeles, Inc. event while she 
served in an identical capacity 
in LaBonge’s office. 

In 2013, the Dept. of Cul-
tural Affairs contracted with 
Blanche-Stern for $65,000 to 
work on events related to the 
50th anniversary of the city’s 
“Sister City” relationship with 
Bordeaux, France. 

Two contracts were 
awarded to Blanche-Stern in 
the amounts of $15,000 and 
$20,000 to coordinate events 
for the anniversary for the two 
cities. The second contract was 
amended six months later to 
add an additional $30,000. 

According to Lisa Schech-

ter, LaBonge’s deputy chief of 
staff, the notion that Blanche-
Stern “doubled dipped,” is 
incorrect. Schechter said 
Blanche-Stern was contracted 
only as a representative of Sis-
ter Cities Los Angeles, Inc. to 
use city funds for items related 
to the Bordeaux events, not to 
pocket as payment. 

However, Schechter could 
not delineate how funds were 
actually used and suggested 
the question be redirected to 
the Dept. of Cultural Affairs 
or to photographs of the Bor-
deaux events posted on the 
Sister Cities Los Angeles Inc. 
website. 

“That’s what the money 
was used for, I guess,” Schech-
ter said, “all those things that 
show the event on the Sister 
Cities website.”

When pressed that the 
contracts in question item-
ized specific tasks to be per-
formed, including “to firm up 
universe of possibilities,” make 
telephone calls, find a French 
translator, draft an agreement 
to work with a Bordeaux fes-
tival and plan a fundraising 
gala, Schechter speculated that 
perhaps Blanche-Stern used 
the funds to hire personnel or 
“volunteers.”

“Kamilla Blanche is not 
being paid by [the Dept. of 

Cultural Affairs],” Schechter 
said. “Her salary comes from 
the council district’s office.”

Multiple requests for com-
ment by Blanche-Stern were 
not returned. 

Described as a program 
of arts and cultural exchange, 
LaBonge’s Sister Cities Inc. 
promotes itself as a method 
of cultural exchange between 
Los Angeles and 24 other cit-
ies throughout the world. 

The city of Los Angeles 
first started a Sister Cities pro-
gram in 1959, when it formed 
a relationship with Nagoya, 
Japan. Sister Cities of Los An-
geles, Inc., the nonprofit orga-
nization, acquired its status in 
1991. 

According to annual re-
newals for the non-profit filed 
with the state Attorney Gen-
eral’s office, LaBonge’s city 
hall address is listed as the 
non-profit’s location as early 
as 2006. Blanche-Stern’s sig-
nature is also provided on that 
filing, along with her Los An-
geles city email account. 

The nonprofit’s website 
does not list a board of di-
rectors. Boardmembers, who 
bear responsibility for the eth-
ics and legality of a charity’s 
work, are typically disclosed 
in tax filings. The last available 
filing for the non-profit was for 

2009. At that time, LaBonge 
is listed as its president. Ad-
ditional filings, on the state’s 
Attorney General website, are 
not available. In advance of 
going to press, the Ledger also 
asked Blanche-Stern provide 
a copy of the non-profit’s by-
laws. Blanche-Stern did not 
respond to the request.

The issue of spending 
money for LaBonge’s Sister 
Cities programs, out of tax 
payer funds as well as the do-
nations made anonymously 
to the non-profit, become 
a sore source of contention 
for some of LaBonge’s con-
stituents after LaBonge used 
$20,000 in funds for a party 
for Elvis Presley last Janu-
ary. The event’s promotional 
materials listed Sister Cit-
ies of Los Angeles, Inc. and 
LaBonge’s council office as 
event sponsors. 

Requests for financial 
documents and accomplish-
ments for 2013 and 2014 for 
the non-profit, through a Cali-
fornia Public Records Request 
by the Ledger, have gone unan-
swered since February. 

“What the IRS and [At-
torney General] care about is 
being transparent,” said Re-
gina Birdsell, President of the 
Center for Non-Profit Man-
agement, out of tk. “If [Sister 

Cities, Inc.] is behind [in their 
tax filings] they need to catch 
up. They need to make sure 
the public has access to that 
information.”

California non-profits are 
barred from political activity. 
As a 501c3, donations are not 
public record. Conflict of in-
terest in non-profits can occur 
if it can be proven a board-
member has gained financially 
from the relationship.

But the legality of a non-
profit within an elected of-
ficial’s office, according to 
Birdsell, depends on how it 
operates. 

Money used for a non-
profit must be held separately 
from taxpayer funded city rev-
enue and accounting for the 
non-profit must be clear. Ad-
ditionally, a non-profit’s board 
of directors must understand 
where its money is raised and 
spent. 

If so, Birdsell said, “then 
technically, they’re operating 
legally in the state of Califor-
nia.”

LaBonge has overseen the 
city’s 4th district since 2001. 
Now termed out, the election 
to replace him is May 19th. 
LaBonge’s former chief of staff, 
Carolyn Ramsay, is a candi-
date whom he endorsed early 

LABONGE from page 1

see LABONGE page 20
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City’s “Mobility” Plan Needs Local Study Now, Some Say
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

Reducing lanes on Hill-
hurst or nearby Highland, 
Melrose or La Brea avenues for 
bicycles lanes or wider side-
walks? 

Those are some of the ideas 
currently being evaluated by the 

city as it tries to envision a more-
user-friendly Los Angeles for the 
next generation.

The city’s “Mobility Plan 
2035” could be the city bible 
for future decisions about how 
to create a more sustainable 
city. It imagines more side-
walks for pedestrians; more 
designated bicycle only lanes; 
and a real and trustworthy 
public transit system all work-
ing in conjunction with—cars, 
just hopefully fewer of them.

While the city has been 
working on the plan for the 
last four years—so far at a cost 
of $1.5 million—some have 
wondered why the plan’s draft 
environmental impact report, 
including maps showing “net-
works” of walking, driving, 
transiting and biking corridors 
from San Pedro to Glendale, 
doesn’t address the domino of 
impacts such changes might 
create on individual neighbor-
hoods. 

“This document doesn’t 
make it so that we can go put 
all these improvements in to-
morrow,” said Claire Bowin, 
a senior city planner for Los 
Angeles. “These are concept 

networks and they are aspira-
tional.” 

Because the report does 
not provide mitigations, for 
example, if Hillhurst Avenue 
in Los Feliz is recommended 
for a “road diet” and loses a 

car lane for 
bike riders, 
some area 
activists are 
concerned.

Mirac le 
Mile Resi-
dential As-
soc. Presi-
dent Jim 
O’Su l l i v a n 
said con-

sequences of such a plan—
neighborhood by neighbor-
hood—must be analyzed now. 

“This is the time to chal-
lenge these things,” he said. “If 
they put in a protected bike 
lane on 6th Street from San 
Vicente to La Brea, there is 
no analysis. How will that im-
pact traffic on Wilshire or 3rd 
Street? Where would the traf-
fic go?  What would happen?’”

O’Sullivan, who is also 
vice president of Fix the 
City—an advocacy group fo-
cused on city policies—is ac-
customed to asking the city a 
lot of questions.

“This is a very ambitious 
project that [the city] under-
took,” O’Sullivan said, “and I 
don’t think they did it properly.” 

The city initiated the proj-
ect in response to state laws re-
quiring municipalities to take a 
longer view at how artery streets 
could be better utilized for vari-
ous modes of transportation. 

For its part, the city says 
there will be plenty of op-
portunity for the community 
to weigh in on any and all of 
the plan. 

All potential impacts, ac-

cording to Claire Bowin, a 
senior city planner, will be 
further reviewed and some 
potential major changes, like 
removing an entire lane from 
a currently busy street, might 
warrant their own environ-
mental impact report. 

“Typically,” Bowin said, 

“there is an initial study that 
looks at all the different [kinds 
of impacts]. That study may 
not rise to the level of an envi-
ronmental impact report,” she 
said. “But, if you start to see 
that there will be a lot of im-
pacts, that pushes you into the 
[environmental impact report] 

realm,” for various parts of the 
larger plan. 

Regardless,” she said, 
“there’s going to be commu-
nity engagement.” 

The city will release the 
overall plan’s final environ-
mental impact report April 
30th. City planner commis-
sioners will also discuss the 
issue at a public hearing May 
14th at Los Angeles City Hall. 
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O’Farrell applied with the 
City’s Ethics Commission for 
the formation of the defense 
fund in March and is now able 
to take donations for the pur-
pose of tackling this specific 
case.

“Mitch was not made aware 
of the incident, nor the claim, 
until he took office,” said Tony 
Arranaga, O’Farrell’s spokes-
man. “We expect this issue to 
be resolved soon.” 

Canody’s attorneys are 
seeking damages described as 
“seven-figures” claiming their 
client had to have seven surger-
ies after the accident and sub-
sequently lost her job.  

According to Madison, 
after the incident Canody 
moved out of state to live 
with a caretaker because she 
couldn’t afford to remain in 
Los Angeles. 

A hearing for the possible 

dismissal of the case is sched-
uled for July 11th and a trial is 
set to begin Aug. 10th if the 
motion is not granted.   

According to Ingrid Orella-
na, the treasurer for O’Farrell’s 
defense fund, no donations have 
been received as yet.

Legal defense funds have 
the same donation caps as 
campaign contributions for 
elections. Contributions to 
councilmembers are currently 
capped at $700 per individual 
donor. Names and addresses 
of donors are required on pub-
lic statements.  

Money raised can be used 
towards lawyer fees, settle-
ments or judgments against an 
officeholder.  

If all of the funds are not 
used, they must paid back to 
donors or transferred to ei-
ther the city’s general fund or 
transferred to another legal de-
fense fund.

O’FARRELL from page 1

[CD4 ENDORSEMENT]

Regarding the Los An-
geles City Council District 4 
election, May 19th, the Ledger 
endorses David Ryu. 

While on the campaign 
trail, Ryu has grown smarter 
and has demonstrated he is 
wise enough to surround him-
self with intelligent personnel 
to help better understand our 
sprawling district. 

Ryu spent six years work-
ing under former Los Angeles 
County Supervisor Yvonne 
Burke, and in that capacity 
crunched numbers as an assis-
tant budget deputy, including 
reviewing and creating effi-
ciencies for a $24 billion bud-
get. Such experience is a plus 
right now, as the city so des-
perately needs to triage how to 
best spend taxpayer’s money. 

Still, even with this politi-
cal experience, his opponent, 
former LaBonge Chief of Staff 
Carolyn Ramsay, has pointed 
out many times, it will take 
Ryu some time to learn his 
way around City Hall. That 
may be true, but we feel the 
potential for change that Ryu 
promises is worth the wait. 

When scrutinizing Ram-
say’s experience, we believe a 
number of CD4 projects could 
have been better handled by a 
more attentive Chief of Staff, 
including the current chaos 
with the management of the 
Greek Theater and two proj-
ects for Griffith Park—youth 
baseball fields and a perfor-
mance arts stage—which are 
both now in litigation, as their 
city drafted environmental 
impact reports, reviewed along 
the way by the council office, 
are being challenged.

And at least one of the 
projects Ramsay calls out 
as a major accomplishment 
are the Larchmont Boule-
vard medians, stop signs and 
flashing red lights which 
have only turned the once 
homey street into a slo-mo 
traffic nuisance.

Ramsay has also tried 
to distance herself from La-
Bonge, but only when it is 
convenient. 

When questioned at a 
recent debate regarding La-
Bonge’s use of $1.6 million of 
discretionary funds, Ramsay 
only parroted the statement 
LaBonge made to the Los An-
geles Times on the matter say-
ing the money was used hire 
people to pick up trash in the 
district. 

“He saw the downturn 
coming.” Ramsay said, “He 
is a big believer in the broken 
windows theory of govern-
ment. I would have done the 
exact same thing.”

Apparently she already did 
“do the exact same thing.” The 
motion for the transfer of such 
money from street repair funds 
to LaBonge’s salaries account 
were issued on her watch. 

A strong relationship re-
quires the ability to influence. 
Ramsay, it appears, either 
thought the moving of such 
money was OK or she was un-
able to convince her boss of its 
inappropriateness. 

LaBonge is probably a 
pretty hard guy to convince 
of anything. But if Ram-
say couldn’t, she could have 
stepped down rather than 
watch him misuse the people’s 
money. 

Advertise in the Los Feliz Ledger (323) 644-5536
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[REPRESENTATIVE SCHIFF]

A New Tool to Help Provide Helicopter Noise Relief 
for Angelenos
By U.S. Representative Adam Schiff

Hel i c opt e r s 
have long plagued Los Ange-
les County homeowners and 
businesses with disruptive 
and excessive noise. While the 
presence of helicopters in our 
large metropolis is a neces-
sary part of law enforcement, 
firefighting, healthcare emer-
gencies and news and traffic 
reporting, there are ways in 
which we can reduce the un-
wanted and unnecessary in-
terference with our quality of 
life that often comes with low-
flying or hovering craft.

Last year, I worked with 
Senators Feinstein and Boxer 
and members of the Los An-
geles congressional delegation 
to successfully pass legislation 
requiring the Federal Avia-
tion Administration (FAA) to 
combat helicopter noise. This 
legislation listed six criteria 
the FAA was required to meet 
within one year or be forced 
to regulate helicopter noise 
above Los Angeles County. 
That deadline passed in Janu-
ary and it remains to be seen 
if the Secretary of Transporta-
tion believes the FAA has met 
this standard. A final determi-
nation on whether sufficient 
progress has been made must 
come soon. 

But even as we wait for the 

final determination from the 
Secretary of Transportation, 
we have taken one important 
step to increase transparency 
and accountability when it 
comes to helicopter noise. 

Earlier this month, in an 
effort to identify bad actors 
and change helicopter opera-
tion practices in Los Angeles 
County, the FAA implement-
ed a comprehensive noise com-
plaint system. This new system 
uses radar to track and report 
flight paths of helicopters and 
publishes these flight patterns 

in an interactive map on (heli-
noise-la.com). As a result, resi-
dents will now have the ability 
to track in near real-time the 
movements of helicopters in 
LA County, fill out a general 
form, or call in at  424-348-
HELI  (4354) to file a com-
plaint.

It is my hope that this 
complaint system will allow 
the FAA to gather valuable 
information on the worst of-
fenders in the sky—those who 
buzz our homes, outdoor con-
certs and backyards as well as 
those who hover at low altitude 
or at inconsiderate hours—so 
that we can identify those re-
sponsible. For years this kind 
of accountability has been 
lacking, allowing operators to 

point fingers at each other and 
escape responsibility.  

Although this system is 
a step in the right direction, 
there is much more that needs 
to be done.  

There are still a number 
of requirements outlined in 
the law that have yet to be 

fulfilled. Although the FAA 
has begun an effort to track 
helicopter routes in Los An-
geles County, the parties have 
still not agreed to suggest 
alternate routes for pilots to 
lessen the noise impact com-
mercial aircraft have in resi-
dential neighborhoods.   Nor 

have the pilots agreed with 
the FAA and the community 
on whether helicopters could 
fly safely at a higher altitude 
and whether a flight path 
adjustment could lessen the 
impact of helicopter noise in 
certain neighborhoods.

Helicopter pilots should 
work in good faith with the 
community and the FAA to 
address these important top-
ics, or failing to do so, the 
FAA must uphold its legal ob-
ligation to regulate.

Although the FAA has begun an effort to 
track helicopter routes in Los Angeles 

County, the parties have still not agreed to 
suggest alternate routes for pilots to less-

en the noise impact commercial aircraft 
have in residential neighborhoods.  
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Serving Lunch and Dinner!

Fresh, Handmade Pasta 
& Authentic Italian Sauces

Homebaked Focaccia, 
Italian Breads and Panini 
the way you want it

We use fresh ingredients 
and put love in every dish

New Italian Trattoria & Deli
1802 Hillhurst Ave. LA, CA 90027 

323-66 ITALY  |  323-664-8259
Lunch Hours - 11:30am-3pm

Dinner Hours: Tues-Thurs. & Sun. 6pm-10pm
Sat/Sun - 6pm - 11:30pm

Closed Monday
www.lapergoletta.com

Dine In • Take Out 
Delivery within a 2 mile radius!!

NEW ADVERTISER SPECIAL

CONTACT Libby Butler-Gluck at 
libby@losfelizledger.com or (323) 644-5536 for ad rates!

05/28/2015
PAPER DELIVERY

05/14/2015
AD RESERVATION DEADLINE

JUNE 2015 EDITION DEADLINES

Sign up for contract advertising you will receive a 

FREE AD and 50% OFF COLOR. 

Advertise in the Los Feliz Ledger (323) 644-5536

[ASSEMBLYMEMBER MIKE GATTO]

Gatto Advocates for a 
New UC “Caltech”
By California State Assemblymember 
Mike Gatto

  Each year, Berkeley and 
UCLA reject thousands of 
students with GPAs over 4.0, 
many of whom are valedic-
torians.  It’s a situation that 
is difficult for parents to ex-
plain.  It’s surely hard on the 
students themselves, who have 
to pay significantly higher tu-
ition to attend a comparably 
ranked private or out-of-state 
school. And it’s hard on Cali-
fornia in the long run, since in-
evitably some of these brilliant 
students eventually settle out-
of-state, in the locales where 
they attended college.  Mean-
while, in politics, a divisive de-
bate about affirmative action 
rages on, with students of all 
colors believing that qualified 
members of their group are 
not getting into our flagship 
state universities.

That’s why I’ve intro-
duced Assembly Bill 1483, 
which would build a new 
UC campus focusing on the 
“STEAM” subjects (science, 
technology, engineering, art, 
and mathematics). You might 
describe my proposal as a 
“public Caltech,” where Cali-
fornia can educate some of its 
best and brightest students at 
a price that is more affordable 
and accessible than some of 
the other elite institutions in 
our state.

California’s educational 
superiority has depended 
upon the political courage 
of audacious visionaries.  Be-
tween 1954 and 1965, Cali-
fornia wrestled with many of 

the same weighty issues we 
face today.  There were state 
budgetary crises.  There were 
divisive issues, like segregated 
housing laws, to address.  And 
there were those who worried 
California had no capacity for 
growth left. Yet, during these 
11 years, California opened 
an incredible five new UC 
campuses.   Somehow, policy-
makers found the funds neces-
sary to plan for the long-term 
higher education needs of our 
state. They did so by recogniz-
ing that demographic realities 
necessitated additional higher-
education infrastructure if 
California was to preserve its 
educated population and its 
high standard of living.

Moreover, according to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, by 
2022, the U.S. will need 26% 
more biomedical engineers, 
36% more information-securi-
ty analysts and 30% more car-
diovascular technicians. 

California must consider 
how our educational systems 
should be configured to serve 
our population a generation 
from now. Let’s not forget that 
the California of 2050 is ex-
pected to have almost 50 mil-
lion residents, approximately 
13.6 million more than in 
2005, when the last UC was 
created. 

Mike Gatto is the Chairman of 
the Consumer Protection and 
Privacy Committee and the 
longest-serving current member 
of the State Assembly.  

Don’t Forget Mom May 10th
Compiled by Ameera Butt

Art

Mother’s Day Brunch at The 
Autry: Enjoy the museum and 
then a special Mother’s Day menu 
including lemon-blueberry and 
ricotta pancakes, scrambled eggs 
with chorizo, and savory egg 
sandwiches with house-roasted 
pork belly for Mother’s Day. 
Crossroads West Café at The Autry 
National Center of the American 
West, Sun., May 10th, 9 a.m. 4700 
Western Heritage Way, Griffith 
Park. [Call for reservations at (323) 
495-4329. theautry.org

Food

Proof Bakery: Well-known spot for 
all things baked and caffeinated 
in Atwater Village, famous for its 
croissants. For mom’s special day, 
the bakery will offer five, specialty 
baked goods including a special 
cake, croissants and cookies. 
Prices vary. Proof Bakery, Sun., May 
10th, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 3156 Glendale 
Blvd. Information: (323) 664-8633. 
proofbakeryla.com

The Alcove:  Everybody’s favorite 
Los Feliz restaurant will give 

out free roses to mothers on 
Mother’s Day and will also have 
in-house hand decorated cookies 
and chocolate gifts. Prices vary. 
The Alcove, Sun., May 10th, 7 a.m. 
to midnight. 1929 Hillhurst Ave. 
Information: (323) 644-0100.

The Morrison Pub: Bottomless 
mimosas for moms and brunch. 
Prices vary. The Morrison Pub, Sun., 
May 10th, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 3179 Los 
Feliz Blvd. Information: (323) 667-
1839.

Patina Mother’s Day Brunch: 
Give Mom the royal treatment 
at Descanso Garden’s brunch 
in their Rose Pavilion. Choose 
from seasonal salads, breakfast 
favorites including an oatmeal 
bar, carved meats, a baked potato 
bar, and all those delectable 
Patina sweets. Reservations 
required by May 4th. Tickets: 
$57 member adult, $24 member 
child, $66 nonmember adult, 
a$28 nonmember child. Descanso 
Gardens, Sun., May 10th, three 
seatings: 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 
1:30 p.m. 1418 Descanso Drive, La 
Cañada Flintridge. Information: 
descansogardens.org
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Paid for by David Ryu for Council 2015 - General  |  P.O. Box 57128, Los Angeles, CA 90057  |  Additional information is available at ethics.lacity.org

DavidRyu.com

“As your City Council Member,  
I won’t accept money from developers.  

Not now. Not ever.  
No gifts. No campaign contributions.  

No fundraising events.  
Not one penny;  

for as long I serve on the Council.”

VOTE
MAY
19th!

[DEBATE DIGEST]

Ramsay’s “Machete” & Ryu’s “Dark Hole”
Candidates: In Their Own Words

With the May 19th Los 
Angeles City Council (Dis-
trict 4) election between Car-
olyn Ramsay and David Ryu 
now upon us, we’ve attended 
a number of political debates 
and have included some of the 
key moments from two. We 
also talked to as many people 
as possible at the conclusion 
of each event, just to get their 
take. The comments below 
are in no particular order, just 
simply taken from our report-
er’s note pads. Here are some 
of the key hits and misses 
we’ve seen along the way:

Sherman Oaks 
Neighborhood Council,
April 13, 2015

Attendance: Approx. 50

Issues discussed: Management 
style, vision for the city, cam-
paign donations from devel-
opers, minimum wage in-
crease, phasing out the city’s 
Business Gross Receipts tax, 
traffic, mentors, transparen-
cy, 2020 report, labor unions 

endorsements, metered park-
ing, city sustainability, who 
should be the City Coun-
cil President after the cur-
rent Herb Wesson, low voter 
turnout.

Ramsay Moments:
“David Ryu has 
about $60,000 [in 
his campaign] from 
developers in his 
coffers. He sold his 

house to a developer.”
Ramsay chose current Los 

Angeles City Councilmember 
(District 11) Mike Bonin as 
her mentor.

“Nearly every city council 
member has endorsed me.”

“I’m going to machete 
through the red tape,” at City 
Hall.

“We need to look at per-
meable sidewalks,” as a solu-
tion to the city’s buckling side-
walk problem.

It’s like when they say 
on an airplane that the par-
ent should place the oxygen 
mask on first and then the 
child. “The city has to sur-
vive first.” Ramsay said this 

in relationship to voicing 
her support of Mayor Eric 
Garcetti’s plan to rein in city 
salaries and pensions.

“I have a thousand ideas 
for parking.”

When asked what has 
been the best and worst thing 
Mayor Eric Garcetti has 
thus far done, Ramsay said: 
(Best)  Working toward mak-
ing Los Angeles a more sus-
tainable city. (Worst) “When 
the Mayor swore at that hock-
ey game.”

When talking about 
growing up as the daughter of 
an NBA coach, Ramsay said 
her family moved a lot. “I’ve 
seen a lot of America,” she 
said, “and life is better [in Los 
Angeles].”

Ryu Moments:
“I offer a fresh new 
perspective.”

“If you want 
the status quo, I 
am not your candi-

date.”
As a communicator, Ryu 

said he was: “responsive” and 
that he would “do what needs 

to be done.” He said he would 
offer a different management 
style than that of current coun-
cil member Tom LaBonge. He 
said he would ensure there 
would be a “systematic” ap-
proach to getting things done, 
meaning you won’t have to 
call him with complaints. He 
said, he will make sure things 
will get done in advance of 
complaints.

Ryu said  former Los An-
geles County Board of Super-
visor  Zev Yaroslavsky  is his 
mentor. (This received much 
applause.)

“I would love to do a 
study,” Ryu said, about how 
many small lawsuits have been 
filed against the city.

“I will go through every 
department, line by line, [bud-
get] to ensure efficiencies.”

“The city feels like a black 
hole,” in reference to transpar-
ency.

“You should only have to 
pay for the actual time you 
park,” at a meter. Ryu said he 
would advocate to reduce the 
cost of such parking.

Ryu said Mayor Garcetti›s 

worst mistake so far was he 
should have rolled out the 
earthquake infrastructure 
plan sooner.

“I have no doubt City 
Council President Herb Wes-
son will become my best friend 
come May 20th.” (The day af-
ter the election.) “It›s not per-
sonal,” he said, “It›s politics.”

“If you want change, step 
up and show up.”

Audience Comments:
A majority of the audi-

ence polled (about 15 to 20) 
said Ryu was stronger in the 
debate. Some said their deci-
sion of whom to vote for was 
a toss up.

Sherman Oaks 
Homeowner’s Association,
April 15, 2015

Attendance: About 140

Issues discussed: over develop-
ment, traffic, is experience  in 
this race an  asset or liability, 
Council District 4 “discre-
tionary funds” (also known 

see DEBATES page 21
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why they are each uniquely 
suited to represent the district’s 
roughly 250,000 citizens. 

As LaBonge’s former chief 
of staff, Ramsay’s pathway to 
this city hall office is the more 
clear of the two. 

In this position and those 
she held previously on La-
Bonge’s team, she has made a 
name for herself around CD4 
and downtown — apparent 
by endorsements she’s received 
from a number of commu-
nity leaders along with sitting 
council members. 

As well, she points to her 
prior experience as a “neigh-
borhood activist” around the 
Larchmont area where she 
helped to achieve historic des-
ignation in the neighborhood. 
Before that, she said she honed 
her “active listening skills” as a 
journalist for 15 years. 

Ryu, meanwhile, is focused 
on positioning himself as the 
“outsider” candidate in this 
race, making his direct qualifi-
cations less linear than those of 
Ramsay, who he has called La-
Bonge’s “heir apparent.” 

He works now as direc-
tor of development and public 
affairs at Kedren Acute Psy-
chiatric Hospital and Com-
munity Health Center, one of 
Los Angeles’ largest non-profit 
health care providers. For his 
political experience, he leans 
heavily on the six years he 
worked under former County 
Supervisor Yvonne Burke. In 
that role, he worked on a va-
riety of issues including public 
health, housing, children and 
family services, transportation 
and senior services. 

During his time working 
with Burke, Ryu also helped 
oversee the county’s budget 
as assistant budget deputy. 
His responsibilities included 
reviewing—for funding, cuts 
and inefficiencies—a $24 bil-
lion budget. 

He said this work gave him 
insight into government affairs 
and bureaucratic spending as he 
worked to streamline costs. 

Where it is standard for 
agencies to pad their budgets 
as a safeguard against future 
cuts, Ryu said he this leads to 
inflated accounting. Instead, 
during his time with Burke, 
he said, he implemented a 
new system to reward de-
partments for their savings 
by sending some of the sur-
plus back for their use on ad-
ditional projects. 

Ryu’s been promoting 
his “comfort with numbers,” 
as he put it, at a time when 
governmental spending is of 
high concern. Not only is the 
city working its way out of 
significant deficit brought by 
The Great Recession, but also 
LaBonge’s own departmental 
accounting has been brought 
under question with potential 

misuse of funds discovered in 
an investigation by the Los Fe-
liz Ledger. 

Even as a candidate to 
replace LaBonge, Ryu said he 
has been unable to get a clear 
sense of the district’s budget 
for planning purposes, he said, 
if he is elected. 

Without such access, Ryu’s 
promises to review and reform 
the district’s finances, often say-
ing he will “open the books,” 
risk sounding shallow. But he 
is making efforts to assert terms 
to his pledges, too, further posi-
tioning Ramsay as the “insider” 
candidate in this race. 

Notably, Ryu has returned 
more than $4,000 of devel-
oper contributions to his cam-
paign donors, in order to al-
leviate concern over influence 
on his candidacy. He has also 
committed to not receiving 
any developer contributions 
throughout the tenure of his 
holding office, should he be 
elected. He said he will advo-
cate to create a citywide Office 
of Transparency, which was 
proposed in the city’s 2020 
Commission Report last year, 
but shelved. 

Ryu also said he would 
involve the community 
throughout matters involving 
discretionary funds and devel-
opment. This means sending 
developers for vetting through 
neighborhood and commu-
nity groups before they even 
approach him of his staff. 

Throughout the election, 
a common criticism of Ryu 
has been that his plans lack 
specifics. Ramsay—along 
with former candidates—has 
made such assertions. Instead 
of a plan-heavy platform, Ryu 
presents himself largely with a 
focus on reform, transparency 
and empowering citizens. 

He acknowledges his 
significant support from an 
Asian American base as key 
to propping up his campaign 
and pushing him this far. If 
elected, Ryu will be the city’s 
first Korean-American coun-
cilmember. 

“I have an independent 
base of supporters who want 
nothing but just an oppor-
tunity for me to win because 
they believe in what I’m trying 
to do,” he said, “and they be-
lieve in the change I’m trying 
to make.” 

Ramsay defends herself 
from Ryu’s claims of vested in-
terests, saying they are politi-
cal gimmicks. 

On the issue of developer 
contributions, she said, Ryu is 
the only person who ever rais-
es this as a problem. And while 
she said she is “absolutely more 
experienced” than Ryu, she 
called his attempts to portray 
her as a political “insider”— 
considering her experience 
before joining LaBonge—”a 
stretch.”

She also states that while 
Ryu has criticized her for re-
ceiving endorsements from 
nine sitting city councilmem-
bers as well as the L.A. Coun-
ty Federation of Labor, he too 
made efforts for these pillars of 
support. 

“I was a journalist and a 
community leader far longer 
than I worked in city hall,” she 
said. But, “I stand on my ex-
perience and it will make me 
a better council person to have 
the experience I have to hit the 
ground running on day one.”

It’s hard to deny that 

Ramsay would have a better 
lay of the land, come July 1st, 
when the new councilmember 
will take office. 

“This is a crucial point 
at the city’s history because 
we’re at a historic drought. We 
have to change the way we do 
things and it’s a time of tight 
resources,” Ramsay said. “So 
having the experience to navi-
gate the system, and knowing 
how to make fixes right off the 
bat is extremely important.”

In her tenure with La-
Bonge, Ramsay takes credit 
for serving as point person 

on a variety of projects. These 
include establishing a 30-feet 
height limit on buildings in 
Larchmont Village to preserve 
the neighborhood’s character, 
the Cahuenga Peak acquisi-
tion that added 138 acres to 
Griffith Park, work on bond 
measures to generate public 
funds to keep libraries open 
and build new parks, lobbying 
Metro to develop the East San 
Fernando Valley Transit Cor-
ridor to better service the Val-
ley, and more. 

And while Ramsay, too, 
see ELECTION page 25

ELECTION from page 1
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[REAL ESTATE]

Summer, Come [Early] She Will 
By Bridgette Webb, Ledger Contributing Writer

By some accounts, it’s is a 
good time to sell. 

According to Gary Reavis, 
manager of Keller Williams 
Los Feliz, homes in Los Feliz, 
Silver Lake and Echo Park are 
hitting price points they never 
have before. 

“We are seeing a lot of all 
cash offers at price points that 
are unheard of for this area,” 
said Reavis. 

For Reavis, March was 
one of the best months he 
has seen in a while, saying it 
seemed more like the summer, 
when buyers, historically, are 
out in force. 

Los Feliz, Silver Lake, Echo 
Park and Hollywood Hills all 
saw increases in the median 
price for a home sold, compared 
to this time last year. 

“There is a lot of confi-
dence in the area,” Reavis said. 

“Most of our buyers are inves-
tors and developers, who go in 
and flip homes. They have a lot 
of confidence they can turn [a 
house] around and make a 
profit.”

In such a market, Reavis 
cautions sellers from asking 
too much over current market 
value for their homes. Sellers, 
hoping to parlay the market 
for their own more-than-ex-
pected gain, sometimes de-
mand unreasonable prices for 
a home and “cast a stain” on 
the property.

“Once buyers realize a 
property is overpriced they 
write off the home,” he said. 
“Even if the home comes down 
in price the buyer already has 
101 reasons not to want it.”

Reavis instead advises 
sellers to set reasonable prices 
closer to market value to draw 

in multiple buyers. 
In the current market, he 

said, “If you set your home at a 
good price, it will be an all out 
war between buyers.” 

MARCH RESALE ACTIVITY  
In the Los Feliz 90027 

zip code, 16 single-family 
homes sold in March at a me-
dian price of $1.3 million up 
24.7% compared to the same 

time last year.  Seven condos 
sold for a median price of 
$604,000, again, up 37.9% 
year-over-year.

Echo Park’s 90026 zip 
code saw 17 single-family 
homes sell for a median price 
of $740,000, up 10.4% over 
last year. Data for condos were 
not available.

In Silver Lake, 17 single-
family homes sold for a me-

dian price of $730,000, up 
9%. Data for condos were not 
available.

Single-family homes in 
Hollywood’s 90068 zip code 
saw a 19.3 % increase from last 
month with 25 single-family 
homes selling for at a median 
price of $1.2 million. How-
ever, only four condos sold for 
a median price of $378,000, 
down 33.2% year-over-year.

This 1930s home, located in Los Feliz, sold for $990,000 on April 16th. It has two bedrooms and 1 ½ baths and is located on 
Tracy Street.



LOS FELIZ BROKERAGE | 323.665.1700
Marc Giroux, Vice President | Brokerage Manager
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used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.

HOLLYWOOD HILLS EAST | 0 Glen Green St.
web: 0286075 | $897,000
Rare development opp. Historic Glen Green, 
“Hollywood Orchard”. Near Hollywoodland, din-
ing & shops. Vistas from this ¾ acre property. 
Konstantine V. | Lynn S. | Ann S. 323.301.6331

ECHO PARK | 1449 Scott Ave. | New Listing
web: 0286118 | $698,000
Echo park duplex at Elysian Park. An income 
property featuring 2- 1 bedroom and 1 bath units 
with driveway, garage and off street parking.
Brooks Oldridge 323.523.1060

LOS FELIZ | 2450 Catalina St. | New Listing
web: 0286107 | $10,000/month
This 7 bedroom, 5 bath contemporary get-away 
has 180 degree unbelievable views of downtown, 
Palos Verdes and a glint of the ocean.
Rosemary Low 323.363.0381

LOS FELIZ | 2412 Claremont Ave. | New Listing
web: 0286137 | $3,600/month
2bd/2ba Midcentury home located in Franklin 
Hills has a calm and relaxing vibe. With an urban 
view as well as trees and lots of green space.
Rick Yohon | Gail Crosby 323.270.1725

LOS FELIZ | 2580Nottingham.com
web: 0285967 | $4,747,000
5bd/7ba Incomparable Landmark Italianate 
Masterpiece c. 1924 by Architect WC Tanner. 
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

LOS FELIZ | 5505 Tuxedo Terrace 
web: 0286071 | $2,995,000
CA design, this exceptional retreat has: a pool, 
view, & all on 1 level of a single-story modern hm.
Rob Kallick  323.775.6305

LOS FELIZ | 5158LosAdornos.com | SOLD
Listed at $1,997,000
Los Feliz Estates uber-chic designer done 1960’s 
4bd/4ba single level home w/new pool & spa.  Ex-
quisite period style finishes & fixtures. Open layout.
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

SILVER LAKE | 1121 N. Coronado St. | New Listing
web: 0286129 | $1,788,000    
The perfect 4 unit, all vacant. 2-2 bedroom, 2 
bath and 2-1 bedroom, 1 bath. Hardwood floors, 
newer kitchen & baths, privacy, yards & parking.
Rosemary Low 323.363.0381

SILVER LAKE | 1926Micheltorena.com | SOLD
Listed at $1,695,000
Classic restored 1930’s 3bd/4ba Southern Colo-
nial home. Floor to ceiling tiled chef’s kit, family 
room, living room with head on downtown views!
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

SILVER LAKE | 2115 Panorama Terr. | New Listing
web: 0286141 | $1,289,000
This Spanish 1927, 3bd/2.5ba home has gleam-
ing hardwood floors, a big bay window in the 
living room, formal dining room, and terrace. 
Rosemary Low 323.363.0381

HOLLYWOOD | 1812 Taft Ave. | New Listing 
web: 0286154 | $1,195,000
Beautifully cared for California Craftsman home 
sited on a large flat lot. Tastefully updated, while 
still maintaining all of its classic details.
Eric McCollum 323.646.5476

SILVER LAKE | 3607 Carnation Ave. | New Listing
web: 0286150 | $1,188,800
2bd/2ba+den. Views of the Los Feliz/Hollywood 
Hills, Observatory & Hollywood sign, greet you 
through the French doors off the living room.
Rosemary Low 323.363.0381

HOLLYWOOD HILLS EAST | 2259 La Granada Dr.
web: 0286125 | $1,099,000
Perched in the historic Hollywood Dell, this 
architectural Mid-Century Modern is the perfect 
secluded retreat. 2 dual master suites and spa.
Jovelle Schaffer 213.718.1110

SILVER LAKE | 2345 Lake View Ave. | New Listing
web: 0286144 | $975,000
Spanish circa 1926. Move right in to this lovely 
3bd/2ba home with original details and thoughtful 
updates on a great stretch of Lake View Avenue.
Rob Kallick  323.775.6305

LOS FELIZ | 2340 N. Vermont Avenue | web: 0286151 | $16,000/month
1930s Mediterranean Estate with glamour and prestige. Warm and Inviting 5bd/6ba with pool & spa.
Brooks Oldridge 323.523.1060

LOS FELIZ | 1921Normandie.com
web: 0286120 | $1,997,000
Authentic Mid-Century Modern 3bd/4ba, 
restored with new pool and privacy.  
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

LOS FELIZ  | 2308Nottingham.com
web: 0286110 | $3,777,000 
Extraordinary Cote D’Azur Mediterranean c. 
1923 tour de force restoration 5bd/5ba. 
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.172
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Boni Bryant & Joe reichling
Sotheby’s International Realty   |   323-395-9084   |   BryantReichling.com

SophIStIcated RepReSentatIon
For the Most Knowledgeable Home Sellers

Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s 
International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associated and are not employees of 

Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.  Boni Bryant CalBRE 01245334. Joe Reichling CalBRE 01427385.

our team specializes in 

transforming our listings in order 

to outperform the market.

our latest sales have sold for 32% 

or more above the market average.

call us today to schedule a strategy 

session, and see how sophisticated 

representation can make a 

difference for you.

LOS FELIZ  |  2126 E Live Oak Dr.

Franklin Hills Annexation Gets Thumbs Down from LFNC Upon Closer Inspection
By Allison B. Cohen

LOS FELIZ—The issue of 
whether approximately 250 
to 300 area homes will be an-
nexed into Franklin Hills is 
currently in the Los Angeles 
City Council pipeline. Mean-
while, the Los Feliz Neigh-
borhood Council recently 
changed its previous stance 
on the issue voting April 21st 
against it. The local council 
had previously voted in March 
to make no recommendation 
to city officials on the matter.

At issue is a city applica-
tion from the Franklin Hills 

Residents Assoc. to have a sign 
installed at the corner of Tracy 
and Talmadge streets. Do-
ing so, however, would effec-
tively change the city’s formal 
boundaries for Franklin Hills. 

The LFNC’s most recent 
vote came after boardmembers 
said they had received numer-
ous emails from homeowners 
living in the potentially affect-
ed area against the idea. 

Additionally LFNC board-
member Juan Longfellow, who 
represents Franklin Hills and 
the potentially annexed area, re-
cently walked the area door-to-
door and talked with affected 
homeowners.

According to Longfellow, 
some residents said they felt 
they had been “misled” and 
“bamboozled” when signing a 
petition on the issue last sum-
mer. 

Members of FHRA re-
ceived 96 signatures in sup-
port of placing the sign—the 

eighth such marker for the 
neighborhood—last summer, 
meeting the city’s 20% re-
quirement for signatures from 
affected residents, to have the 
issue further considered.

But according to Long-
fellow, what he heard directly 
from constituents was the pe-
tition did not make it clear the 
sign would change the city’s 
boundaries and many home-

owners were unclear why the 
FHRA was asking for such a 
change. 

“There doesn’t seem to 
be a resounding reason to do 
this,” Longfellow summarized 
to his fellow boardmembers.

FHRA representatives, 
however, said there has been 
plenty of community support.

“You simply can’t ignore 
the petition,” said FHRA 
boardmember Elizabeth Rich-
ardson. “These 96 people must 
be counted in favor of the sign.” 

During two public hear-

ings on the issue, some home-
owners have voiced concern 
that adding a sign is one mat-
ter, but changing the name 
where they live is another. 

“Moving my neighbor-
hood to another is not being 
honest,” Brian J. Bloomberg 
told the LFNC. “It’s not just 
putting up a sign.”

Tom Henneberry echoed 
those concerns.

“We don’t care 
about the sign,” he said. 
“I feel like [the FHRA] 
is hiding something. 
That there’s something 
they are not telling us.”

FHRA board-
members have said 
their intent is to only 
add an area to its 
boundaries because 
they already do volun-
teer work there. 

FHRA President 
Chris Boutelle has also 
said some homeowners 
in the impacted area 
have reached out to 
the FHRA when attempts for 
resolution on quality of life is-
sues were not resolved by other 
agencies. 

But those points haven’t 
swayed some impacted home-
owners who have questioned if 
their insurance rates would in-
crease while their home values 
decline because of a percep-
tion that Franklin Hills has 
more crime. 

Boutelle and other FHRA 
members have stated that is 
not the case. 

But according to data pro-
vided by the Los Angeles Po-
lice Dept. for 2013 and 2014, 

Franklin Hills has four times 
the crime rate, per-capita, than 
Los Feliz. 

Additionally, according 
to realtor.com, the two neigh-
borhoods have vastly different 
data regarding home prices. 
According to the realty com-
pany’s website, the current av-
erage home price in Los Feliz 
is $1.8 million compared to 
Franklin Hills at just under 
$800,000

After the Los Angeles 
City Council’s Education and 
Neighborhoods Committee 
hears the issue, the full City 
Council will vote on the matter. 

Additionally Los Feliz Neighborhood Council boardmember Longfellow, who 

represents Franklin Hills and the homes of those affected, recently walked the 

potentially annexed area and talked to homeowners that would be impacted. 

According to Longfellow, some affected residents told him they felt they had been 

“misled” and “bamboozled” when signing a petition on the issue last summer. 



NOURMAND & ASSOCIATES REALTORS

Nourmand & Associates Hollywood

Howard Lorey I Brokerage Manager 

323.462.6262 I hlorey@nourmand.com

6525 Sunset Blvd. Ste. G2 90028

T hre e  O f f i ce s . 

One  Re sp e c te d  Name .

w w w.nour mand .com

N o ur man dRE

@ N o ur man dL A

@ N o ur man dL A

323.667.0700 - 3167 Glendale Blvd, 90039
cour tneyandkur t.com - buyinlosangeles.com

THE #1 AGENTS IN 90039 & 90026

Courtney Smith
CAL BRE 01406768 

Alyssa Valentine
CAL BRE 01517618

Kurt Wisner
CAL BRE 01431217

Anselm Clinard
CAL BRE 01872344

Vestal - Sold $106k Over Asking for $835,000 Altivo - Sold $128k Over Asking for $957,000

             
JUST SOLD

3240 LaClede Ave                          $699,000

   
IN ESCROW

    
JUST SOLD

3837 Udell Ct        $849,000

  IN ESCROW

Descanso - Sold $46k Over Asking for $575,000

       
JUST SOLD

4749 Rock Row                   $629,000 4612 Kingswell                   $975,000

   
NEW LISTING

    
NEW LISTING

33216 Madera                                 $749,000

    
NEW LISTING

3820-3822 Edenhurst       $775,000

  IN ESCROW

An 18 home micro-neighborhood.

Coming to Echo Park in June.
www.blackbirdsla.com
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Check in to Hollywood’s 
No Vacancy
By Tara de Lis, Ledger Columnist

No Vacancy 
follows in a 
line of success-
ful nightlife 
ventures by 
the Houston 
Brothers, in-

cluding La Descarga, Pour 
Vous and Harvard & Stone. 
Themed décor and hand-
crafted cocktails are their sig-
nature, but in the case of No 
Vacancy, the building itself is 
an attraction. 

It’s taken residence in the 
historical landmark known as 
Janes House, a Queen Anne 
home built in the early 1900s. 
The gables and turrets stand out 
on Hollywood Boulevard — 
the last remaining Victorian in 
an area once full of them. The 
bar is about to celebrate a mile-
stone of its own when it turns 
two at the end of May.

Originally conceived by 
the Houstons as Hotel Juni-
per—the sign is still there—
as a gin bar, the concept later 
evolved into equal parts gin 
and whiskey.

The cocktail menu is split 
down the middle. Most popu-
lar are the “Gin and Jameson,” 

made with Jameson, Beefeater, 
lime, orgeat and honey. And 
the “China Doll,” comprised 
of jasmine-infused gin, egg 
white, lemon and coconut-
jasmine cream. 

It’s a yin and yang that 
translates into the design of 
the space as well. General 
manager Sean Hamilton de-
scribes it as “a 1920s hotel lob-
by meets a hunting lodge.” He 
says it captures the same mix 
of masculinity and femininity, 
and served as inspiration for 
the beverage list.

The secret entrance befits 
a speakeasy—we were sworn 
to secrecy—while the sprawl-
ing patio with dual fireplaces 
hosts a tightrope walker on 
weekends. A parlor-like main 
bar is typically the center of 
the action. Nightly entertain-
ment runs the gamut from 
burlesque shows to DJs. 

Visit on a Tuesday for qui-
et conversation and no line. 

1727 N. Hudson Ave. 
(323) 465-1902

Tara de Lis is a freelance writer 
who lives in Hollywood. 

City’s Greek Theater Decision Questioned
By Allison B. Cohen

LOS ANGELES—The Los 
Angeles City Council heard 
details of the city’s Dept. of 
Recreation and Parks taking 
control of the Greek Theater 
Tuesday, after city council-
member Paul Koretz earlier 
issued a request it be provided 
with more specifics.

The Ledger went to press 
prior to the council’s briefing. 
Please check our website for 
the latest on this story at los-
felizledger.com.

The city’s Recreation and 

Parks Board of Commission-
ers voted 3-1 in March for the 
city to assume control of the 
Greek, after it tossed out pro-
posals from Live Nation and 
Nederlander, who had part-
nered with the Anshultz En-
tertainment Group, to run the 
storied venue. 

The commissioners had 
earlier chosen Live Nation at 
the recommendation of a hired 
outside consultant, which was 
later rejected by the Los Ange-
les City Council.

The issue has become 
highly politicized after the city 
requested proposals to run the 
site last year in advance of the 
October expiration of its current 
contract with Nederlander, who 
has run the site since 1975.

Many local community 
activists have expressed oppo-
sition to the city’s plan to take 
over the Greek saying its man-
agement should only be done 
by professionals. The Los Ange-
les Times also editorialized the 
same Sunday, April 26th. 

LFNC Funds Sunday Access to Silver Lake Ballfield

The Los Feliz Neighbor-
hood Council (LFNC) has 
unanimously approved fund-
ing to open Silver Lake’s 
“Tommy Lasorda Field of 
Dreams” for community use.  

The field, which has under-
gone renovations over the past 
few years, is locked on Sundays 
due to lack of funding.  

“It’s a shame we have so 
few kids ballfields to begin 
with and one sits locked up 
on a weekend,” said Mark F. 

Mauceri, LFNC’s Recreation 
Representative.  “We hope we 
can convince others to pitch in 
to help keep it open through 
the summer.”  

The facility permit costs 
about $50 per hour or about 
$200 for the city to open it 
for the afternoon with super-
vision. 

Some LFNC boardmem-
bers asked why the LFNC 
would fund a Silver Lake fa-
cility?  

“It’s like our public 
schools,” Mauceri said. “We 
share resources. There’s a lot of 
Los Feliz kids in Silver Lake’s 
programs because we don’t 
have a community center or 
fields here.” 

Additionally, according to 
Mauceri, over 40 families were 
wait-listed this year for Silver 
Lake’s recreational youth base-
ball program and none got in.  

“We need to use every-
thing we got,” he said.



#1 in sales on the Eastside and voted “The Best” in Silver Lake.
In the last 12 months we handled over 100 successful transactions in Los Feliz, Silver Lake, Echo Park, 

Highland Park, Mt. Washington, Eagle Rock and Atwater Village. That’s more than any other real estate 
team, and our results were better, too.  

tracy do real estate

 www.tracydo.com • 323.842.4001 • tracy@tracydo.com

RECENT SALES

711 S Avenue 60, Highland Park
2210 E. Dudley Street, Pasadena
3145 Carlyle Street, Glassell Park
5656 Tuxedo Terrace, Hollywood Hills
1263 East Topeka Street, Pasadena
2985 Swan Place, Silver Lake
3106 Scotland Street, Silver Lake
1119 W. Kensington Rd, Angelino Hts
1243 Westerly Terrace, Silver Lake
847 Kodak Drive, Silver Lake
2052 Mayview Drive, Los Feliz
1196 Innes Avenue, Echo Park
1622 Griffith Park Blvd, Silver Lake
1926 Mayview Drive, Los Feliz
9415 Irwingrove Drive, Downey
4969 Ambrose Ave., Los Feliz
1007 Laveta Terrace, Echo Park
4770 Glenalbyn Dr., Mt. Washington
4241 Gateway Avenue, Silver Lake
584 N. Calle Rolph, Palm Springs
5412 Kincheloe Drive, Eagle Rock
2765 Silver Lake Drive, Silver Lake
6021 Meridian Street, Highland Park
2153 Ewing Street, Echo Park
1448 Randall Ct, Mt. Washington
1911 Bellevue Avenue, Echo Park
331 Crane Blvd, Mt. Washington
327 Crane Blvd, Mt. Washington
1690 Las Flores, San Marino
1215 Stanley Avenue, Glendale
1231 Eagle Vista, Eagle Rock
2765 West Silver Lake Dr., Silver Lake
2437 Meadow Valley Ter., Silver Lake

 3165 & 3167 Cazador Street, Glassell Park
 1179 N. Commonwealth Ave., Silver Lake
 1139 & 1145 Cole Avenue, Hollywood
 2318 Echo Park Avenue, Echo Park
 1748-50 Silver Lake Blvd, Silver Lake
 1500-1502 Murray Avenue, Silver Lake
 1456 Calumet Avenue, Echo Park
 2516 Elsinore Street, Silver Lake
 3520 Council Street, East Hollywood
 

 INCOME & COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES

 

LOFTS & CONDOS

1624 Allesandro Street, Silver Lake
12321 Ocean Park Blvd #4, West LA
444 Museum Drive, Mt. Washington
1822 Lucile Avenue, Silver Lake
1901 Apex Avenue, Silver Lake
3143 & 3145 Ettrick Street, Los Feliz
3353 Jeffries Avenue, Cypress Park
NELA Union, Glassell Park

FOR SALE

 4005 Monroe St., #4, #6, #7, #12, Silver Lake
 4111 Sunset Blvd., #233, Silver Lake 
 Barker Block, #401, Downtown LA 
 Barker Block, #418, Downtown LA
 645 9th Street, #339, Downtown LA
 420 San Pedro St., #612, Downtown LA 
 4321 Los Feliz Blvd, #101, Los Feliz
 Vineland Metro, North Hollywood
 1126 N. Central Ave., #308, Glendale
 709 Micheltorena Street, Silver Lake
 NELA Union, Glassell Park, Units 
 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34

 

Knowledge, service and dedication to getting you what you want. 
Go with who’s proven. Work with the best.

John Aaroe Group CalBRE #01350025

440 Canyon Vista, Mt. Washington
6618 Church Street, Highland Park
7913 6th Street, Downey
2211 S Cloverdale Avenue, Mid-City
4164 West Avenue 41, Glassell Park
1113 Green Street, Glendale
1714 N. Benton Way, Silver Lake

2318 Lyric Avenue, Los Feliz
6222 Bertha Street, Highland Park
1718 N. Occidental Blvd., Silver Lake
4911 Malta Street, Highland Park 
2445 Riverside Place, Silver Lake
3145 Atwater Avenue, Atwater Village
2862 Palmer Drive, Eagle Rock
1312 El Paso Drive, Glassell Park
5715 Briarcliff Road, Los Feliz
1444 Murray Drive, Silver Lake
1428 Laveta Terrace, Echo Park
1933 Redcliff Street, Silver Lake
1913 Wollam Street, Mt Washington
4909 La Roda Avenue, Eagle Rock
4848 Algoma Drive, Eagle Rock
839 E. Kensington Road, Angelino Hts
3933 Clayton Avenue, Los Feliz
1530 Braeburn Road, Altadena
1315 Calumet Avenue, Angelino Hts
2703 W Bellevue Ave, Silver Lake

SINGLE FAMILY HOMES

tracy do real estate
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What is a Pocket Listing?

A ‘pocket listing’ is a home that the Seller chooses not to openly list on the market to the public; it is not publicized on the internet or the Multiple Listing 
Service. There are no open houses, no sign in front of the property, no last minute showings.  

The seller is in the driver seat; setting their price and choosing their terms.

The sellers are given options of how they are willing to expose their home. 1)  The Sellers will only allow their contracted agent to bring his or her Buyers 
within a limited time period.  2) The Seller will allow the agent to inform other agents they both know and trust with legitimate Buyers. 3) The Seller will 
allow the agent to tell other real estate agencies. This is often referred to as a “quiet listing”.  

The agent’s duty is to bring the Seller the exact terms in which the Seller will accept an offer.  In other words, THE SELLER DETERMINES the price and 
terms that will motivate them to sell. 

There is an upside, and a downside in this scenario. The upside is a seller doesn’t have to announce their intentions to the neighborhood, they don’t have 
Open Houses, they determine their showing schedule, etc.  They are in control, yet, a sale only happens on the seller’s terms.  The downside is if you don’t 
expose your property to the marketplace, you’ll never know if there were other Buyers out there that may have paid more than you even thought. 

In the above case, my frustrated Buyers wanted to move. I knew their vision for their dream home, but there was no inventory. Knowing a neighbor with a 
promising fit, I contacted him. “Are you thinking about selling your home?” He would consider it if I had the right buyer that meet his terms.   The next day I 
showed his home to my Buyers, and a deal was struck. 

With very little inventory in Los Feliz & Buyers eager to move here, (and a price you like), you may be surprised at this strategy...

LOS FELIZ | Frank Darabont’s Home | 4474 Dundee Drive | In Escrow | Listed at $3,600,000

Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are

LOS FELIZ BROKERAGE | 323.665.1700 
1801 N. Hillhurst Avenue  | Los Angeles, CA 90027
sothebyshomes.com/losangeles

Patricia Ruben
323.671.2310

Patricia.Ruben@sothebyshomes.com

independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Patricia Ruben’s CalBRE: 1262286

City Officials Eyeing Homelessness on “Red Car” Property Due to “Flow of Complaints”

SILVER LAKE—A privately 
owned 10-acre piece of land, 
known as the “Red Car” prop-
erty, has garnered the atten-
tion recently of Los Angeles 
City Councilmember Mitch 
O’Farrell, the Los Angeles Po-
lice Dept. and the City Attor-
ney’s office, after “a constant 
flow of complaints” regarding 
homelessness on the site. 

Such tours have become 

more frequent, homeless ad-
vocates say, recently under the 
city’s “Nuisance Abatement 
Program,” where city offi-
cials are targeting abandoned 
buildings and properties that 
may be magnets for crime or 
homelessness.

“We’re always receiving 
complaints about the Red Car 
property. It’s usually home-
less-related or narcotic,” said 
Lenny Davis, the Los Ange-

les Police Dept. (LAPD) Se-
nior Lead Officer for the area. 
““Over the years, it’s just been 
a constant flow of complaints.”

After touring the property 
in March, city officials did find 
homeless encampments on the 
site, which, they say have since 
relocated.

The issue of the site, so 
named because the land was 
once used for Pacific Electric’s 

“Red Car” line, becoming a 
magnet for homelessness pos-
sibly complicates the desire, by 
some, to have the land used for 
a public park.

The land’s owner, Liza 
Torkan, bought the property 
in 2001 at a reported price of 
$300,000. 

Locals, whose homes abut 
the property, use the site for 
exercise, bike rides or to walk 
their dogs. 

One such frequent visi-
tor is Diane Edwardson who 
acts as the property’s unofficial 
guardian and who first alerted 
the Pasadena-based Trust for 
Public Land about the site. 
That organization buys and 
conserves land for public rec-
reational space and in 2012 of-
fered to purchase it. But so far, 

Torkan, a local attorney, is not 
selling.

“We do want a park here,” 
Edwardson said, “because this 
land is appropriate for a park.” 

A spokesperson for 
O’Farrell would not com-
ment if the city has any in-
terest in purchasing the 
land, either singularly or in 

partnership with the non-
profit trust organization, and 
would not allow a reporter 
from the Ledger to attend the 
March site visits. The spokes-
person also would not con-
firm if the land’s owner was 
invited on the March site vis-
its. Calls to the owner of the 
property were not returned.

A woman walks her dog on the privately owned “Red Car” property, so named because the city’s Pacific Electric’s “Red Car” 
line once traversed it. City officials have recently toured the 10-acre piece of land, near Riverside Drive in Silver Lake just 
above Alessandro Elementary School, due to complaints of homelessness. Some want to ensure it stays undeveloped. Photo: 
Diane Edwardson (copyright symbol, 2015).

The issue of the site, so named because 
the land was once used for Pacific Elec-

tric’s “Red Car” line, becoming a magnet 
for blight and homelessness possibly com-

plicates the desire, by some, to have the 
land used for a public park.
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No oNe sells more homes
iN southerN CaliforNia
thaN Coldwell BaNker®

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service 
marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Broker does not guarantee the accuracy of square footage, lot size or other information concerning the condition or features of property provided by seller or obtained from public records or other sources, and the buyer is advised to independently verify the accuracy of that information through 
personal inspection and with appropriate professionals. 

facebook.com/ColdwellBankerhancockParkNorth

facebook.com/ColdwellBankerlosfeliz

facebook.com/ColdwellBankerhancockParksouth facebook.com/ColdwellBankerdowntownlosangeles

facebook.com/ColdwellBankersunsetstrip

(323) 464-9272

(323) 665-5841

(323) 462-0867 (213) 406-9200

(310) 278-9470

Hancock Park nortH

LoS FELIZ

Hancock Park SoutH Downtown LoS angELES

SunSEt StrIP

CaliforNiaMoVES.ComView more listiNgs at

Connect With Us

WESTWOOD $925,000
Come home to a full service luxury condo
Cary Libowsky  (323) 336-7711

SUNSET STRIP $999,000
Great City/Ocean Views, Best Value Hurry
Steven Spreafico  (424) 278-1671

MID WILSHIRE $975,000
Beautiful Spanish style 9 unit apt.bldg.
Walter Castillo  (213) 792-0940

LOS FELIZ $2,400,000
Grnd LFZ 4+5 pool, vus, perfct 2 rstor
Grace Gaerlan  (323) 210-2404

LOS FELIZ $1,595,000
Unique Spanish style 3bd, 3ba home
Esau Tenorio  (323) 906-2477

LOS FELIZ $1,350,000
Napa-inspired 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath home
Lisa Brende  (323) 445-1868

HOLLYWOOD HILLS $3,850,000
Bright 4 Bd 2Ba,Gym,Theatre,Pool House
Isaac Fast  (323) 791-5553

HOLLYWOOD HILLS $2,995,000
Spectacular  Hollywood Hills view lot.
Loren Judd & Michael Cain  (310) 991-6568

HOLLYWOOD $630,000
Hollywood triplex; 2 1+1s; 1 2+2 house
Richard Stanley  (213) 300-4567

HOLLYWOOD $625,000
Loft living at its best-18ft Ceilings!
Sara Deskins  (310) 467-9927

HANCOCK PARK $2,990,000
Elegant Fremont Residence with Pool
Claudia Hipolito  (323) 906-2425

HANCOCK PARK $2,899,000
Newly completed contemporary oasis 4+5.5
Naomi & Leah  323-860-4259x4245

HANCOCK PARK $579,000
2BD + 3BA Townhouse, W/D, SxS Parking
Laura Marie  (213) 840-5353

EAGLE ROCK $950,000
5+2 with UBER potential & stunning views
Aimee Benell  (323) 369-7065

DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES $1,450,000
2070 sqft soft-loft 3bd2ba at Elleven
Kerry Marsico  (213) 700-6515

BEVERLY HILLS PO $35,000,000
Contemp w/breathtaking city & ocean vus.
Ginger Glass  (310) 927-9307

BEVERLY CENTER $1,675,000
Stunning 3BD/2BA, 2,040 SF + guesthouse!
Allison Schwarz  (310) 433-0056

ATWATER $880,000
4 Bd 3 Ba Triplex, Atwater, 3 units
Yolanda Querubin  (323) 210-1419
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Richard Stanley
Estates Director
Architectural and 
Historic Properties Specialist
rstanley@coldwellbanker.com
213 300-4567  cell / voice mail

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell 
Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and 
operated by NRT LLC.  All rights reserved.  If your property is listed with another broker, this is not intended 
as a solicitation.  CalBRE license #:   00971211

JUST SOLD

4614 Finley Avenue; #31; Los Feliz Village
Sold over the asking price of $600,000

Rarely-offered 3 bedroom, 3 bath top-floor, corner condo around 
the corner from all the amenities of Los Feliz Village.  Strong 
Mid-Century vibe. Newer remodel of kitchen in light wood tones, 
granite and stainless; newer bamboo and tile flooring; fireplace; 
third bedroom is convertible den/office that adjoins living room; 
newer custom built-ins in foyer and den; recessed lighting in 
smooth ceilings; private deck with view of the Observatory.

FOR LEASE

3306 Waverly Drive; Los Feliz
$3,250 / month

Feels like a single family home. Grand & classic ‘20s Spanish 
2-story rear duplex unit with loads of original details; large rooms; 
step-down living room with fireplace; private patio; huge sun deck; 
some updates in kitchen and bath; gleaming peg and groove 
flooring; view of Silver Lake hills; pet OK; a real find!  Available 
early June.

Have a real estate question? Call me first!

[KEEN TO BE GREEN]

Wine Without 
Waste
By Meher McArthur
Ledger Columnist

As summer ap-
proaches, we’ll 
probably be 
popping the 
corks off bottles 
of sparkling 
wines or Pinot 

Grigio. Although bottles can 
be recycled, corks can’t be put 
in blue bins. 

Cork is harvested from 
the bark of Cork Oaks main-
ly in Portugal, Spain and 
northwest Africa. Once the 
trees are about 25 years old, 
cork is stripped from their 
trunks about once a decade. 
As the trees live for about 
300 years each can provide 
multiple cork harvests with-
out damage. But pressure on 
these forests has increased 
with consumer demand for 
wine: about 20 billion bot-
tles a year worldwide.

A couple of organiza-
tions now recycle millions of 
wine corks each year. Since 
2010, Whole Foods has been 
working with Cork ReHar-
vest, who takes used corks 
and pulps them for cork tiles 
and other post-consumer 
products (corkforest.org). In 
2012, Bevmo also started re-
cycling corks with ReCORK 
(recork.org). Now, by drop-
ping off our corks at these 
stores, we can sip our wine 
free from guilt about the en-
vironment. 

Some Have Tunnel Vision
By Julie Walmsley, Ledger Contributing Writer

SILVER LAKE—Some local 
residents hope to convert the 
Micheltorena Pedestrian Tun-
nel into an art gallery before 
the city moves forward with 
plans to fill the newly cleaned 
passageway with cement.

The tunnel is located at 
Sunset Boulevard and Golden 
Gate Avenue, but is so named 
for its proximity to the el-
ementary school. It was origi-
nally built to help elementary 
students safely cross Sunset 
Boulevard from the nearby 
residential area. But like many 
of these tunnels throughout 
Los Angeles, the tunnel was 
closed up long ago due to con-
cerns it might attract drug us-
ers or the homeless. 

Silver Lake resident and 
neighborhood councilmem-
ber Matthew Mooney, who is 
leading the charge to make a 
creative hub out of the closed 
tunnel, said he was inspired 
by a similar project called the 
Cypress Village Art Tunnel, 
located about five miles north-
east of downtown Los Angeles. 

That tunnel sits in clear 
view of Yancey Quiñones’ 
neighborhood hang, Antigua 
Coffeehouse, which he has 
owned since 2007. 

Through a side window of 
his shop, Quiñones can see the 
tunnel he helped restore with 
$4,000 of his own money 
along with some funding from 
the area’s local neighborhood 
council. The tunnel reopened 
as an art space in 2013. 

Quiñones continues to 
maintain the site and invites 
artists to display their work in 
the tunnel for free. 

Mooney has not yet iden-
tified the Micheltorena Tun-
nel’s keeper, but hopes that 
an upcoming tour of Cypress 
Park’s model May 9th will gar-
ner more fans in Silver Lake. 

“We are hoping that af-
ter our art walk, someone will 
step up,” Mooney said.

The walk, from 5 p.m. to 
10 p.m., is open to the public 
without registration. The tun-
nel is at Figueroa and Loreto 
streets in Cypress Park. 

If the Silver Lake Neighborhood Council’s Matthew Mooney and other local art 
enthusiasts get their way, these steps will lead down in to an outdoor gallery in 
what used to be the Micheltorena Pedestrian Tunnel at Sunset Boulevard and 
Golden Gate Avenue. Photo courtesy: Matthew Mooney 
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on. Ramsay has distanced her-
self from Sister Cities, telling 
the Ledger in March that she 
had no role in the non-profit.

The Ledger first sought 
documents in February of 
both Sister Cities within the 
city council office and the 
non-profit. 

Shortly thereafter, 
Blanche-Stern replied via 
email to the request that she 
would respond “after the elec-
tion in June 2015.” 

Additionally, Blanche-
Stern’s title has recently 
changed to no longer include 
any mention of Sister Cities. 

In response to a request 
of clarification on that mat-
ter, Schechter, said: “Titles 
mean nothing to me. It’s just 
a title.”

A California government 
transparency law requires a 
response to public records re-
quest within 10 working days. 
A response must include an 
estimated timeline to provide 
the documents and an expla-
nation for delays. 

According to a spokes-
person for the City Attor-
ney’s office, Frank Mateljian, 
the decision to provide pub-
lic records is LaBonge’s. The 
council office, he said, only 
acts on the City Attorney’s 
advice. 

LABONGE from page 4[THEATER REVIEW]

Award Winning “I And You” Insightfully Captures Today’s Teen 
By Marilyn Tower Oliver, Ledger Theater Critic

“I and You” is about two 
very different teenagers drawn 
together to create a project for 
their high school American lit 
class about Walt Whitman’s 
epic poem “Leaves of Grass” 
but the underlying story is 
much more complicated.   

Caroline, a chronically ill 
housebound needing a liver 
transplant and Anthony, an 
African American basketball 
star and somewhat nerdy hon-
ors student, seem polar oppo-
sites. But as the story unfolds, 
their differences dissolve and 
their inner connectedness 
comes to the fore.  

The action takes place in 
Caroline’s bedroom, a typical 
teenage den jam packed with 
photos and posters. When 
Anthony barges in to enlist 
Caroline’s aid in completing 
the assigned project, her initial 
response is hostile. But as her 
character develops, her passion 
for photography, art projects 
and Elvis movies, in spite of 
her dire condition, makes her 
more sympathetic. 

It’s easy to empathize with 
Anthony who tries in different 
ways to connect with Caroline. 
A basketball player, jazz afi-

cionado and somewhat nerdy 
student, he is her polar oppo-
site.  Although Anthony is Af-
rican American and Caroline 
is white, race is not an issue in 
the play but instead, a unifying 
force that underscores the char-
acters’ transcendent humanity. 

There isn’t a lot of action 
as the dramatic force derives 
from interactions between the 
two characters as they work to 
interpret Whitman for their 
assignment, due the following 
day. As they struggle to deci-
pher the poem’s inner mean-
ing, they discover new insights 
about themselves and ulti-

mately their own connections.   
The story, which is at times 

humorous and often poignant, 
builds to an unexpected conclu-
sion that surprises and leaves the 
audience in awe.

The play, which makes its 
Los Angeles debut, is the work 
of upcoming playwright Lau-
ren Gunderson and won the 
2014 Harold and Mimi Stein-
berg/American Theatre Critics 
Assoc. New Play Award and 
was a finalist for the 2014 Su-
san Smith Blackburn Prize.

Robin Larsen effectively 
directs the two principals. Jen-
nifer Finch sensitively portrays 

the funny, wistful and often 
irritating Caroline. Matthew 
Hancock’s Anthony is an ef-
fective foil to Caroline’s more 
abrasive personality.  Kudos to 
set designer Tom Buderwitz 
for his design of Caroline’s 
bedroom and its final trans-
formations.

Through June 14th. Fountain 
Theatre, 5060 Fountain Ave. 
Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, 
8 p.m.; Sundays, 2 p.m. $30 to 
$34.95; Students $20; Seniors 
$25 Fridays only. Thursdays: 
pay what you can. (323) 663-
1525 or fountaintheatre.com

Matthew Hancock and Jennifer Finch. Photo by  Ed Krieger
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[RESTAURANT REVIEW]

Carousel: Longtime Favorite
Deserves a Return Visit
By Pat Saperstein, Ledger Restaurant Critic

After more than 30 years, 
a recent facelift and a beer and 
wine license is the perfect rea-
son to revisit Carousel in East 
Hollywood, which still turns 
out some of the city’s best 
Middle Eastern cooking.

Carousel retained its 
1980s mini-mall ambiance for 
decades while the more lavish-
ly decorated location on Brand 
Boulevard in Glendale seemed 
to get all the attention from 
the Tcholakian family. 

Now Carousel›s origi-
nal restaurant on Hollywood 
Boulevard near Normandie 
is more inviting, with an 

opened-up layout, black and 
white photos and carved wood 
accents replacing its previously 
worn hotel-room art and frost-
ed glass dividers. Bright can-
vas awnings shield the side-
walk tables from the parking 
lot, and some even bring their 
dogs to dine al fresco. 

After trying “modern” 
Mediterranean dishes else-
where, like kale tabbouli, you 
might find yourself dreaming 
of Carousel’s perfectly bal-
anced fattouch salad or its 
bracingly tart, herb-flecked 
cabbage salad that’s the perfect 
foil to the richness of charred 
lamb kebabs or creamy hum-
mus. The home-style Lebanese 
dishes at Carousel define the 
flavors that others experiment 
with but sometimes the origi-
nal is still the best. 

The entree kebabs and 
samplers are a good value for 
plenty of food, but make sure 
to explore the more unusual 
corners of the appetizer menu. 
Tabbouli comes in regular 
and a “red” variety with sau-
teed tomatoes and onions, 

while hummus gains another 
dimension with toppings of 
ground beef or Armenian sou-
jouk sausage. 

This restaurant is where 
I first tried muhammara, the 
fruity, lightly- spiced dip made 
of red peppers, walnuts and 
pomegranate, and it’s hard to 
find a better version. I had al-
ready tried fattoush salad be-
fore I ever went to Carousel, 
growing fond of the combina-
tion of crunchy pita slices, cu-
cumbers, tomatoes and purs-
lane. But as soon as I tasted 
Carousel’s bright citrus-sumac 
vinaigrette, I could tell a new 

standard had been set for the 
signature salad. 

Kebbeh, or steak tartare, 
is one of the most popular 
traditional dishes, but if you 
prefer beef to be cooked, try 
Beef Kofta, fried torpedos of 
ground beef and pine nuts 
that start the meal off just 
right. You’ll want to assemble 
various deliciously garlicky 
concoctions using pita bread 
and meats as a base, so make 
sure appetizers include several 
spreads like smooth eggplant 
mutabbal or moussaka and 
creamy lebneh (yogurt cheese). 

Save room for baklava and 
Armenian coffee after dinner 
and or try something different 
like the fragrant rosewater and 
Lebanese cheese desserts. 

Lebanese and Armenian 
beer and wine work well with 
herb and onion-laden dishes. 
Or try housemade lemonade, 
bright green tarragon soda pop 
or traditional yogurt tun drink. 

Carousel, 
5112 Hollywood Blvd. 
(323) 660-8060

This restaurant is where I first tried muhammara, 

the fruity, lightly- spiced dip made of red 

peppers, walnuts and pomegranate and it’s 

hard to find a better version.

now as “slush funds”), is there 
a disconnect with constitu-
ents and City Hall, can a city 
councilperson truly make ev-
eryone happy, pledges regard-
ing taking no campaign dona-
tions from developers, whom 
does each candidate admire 
(Ramsay: Tamar Galatzan; 
Ryu: California State Treasur-
er John Chiang and Zev Yaro-
slavsky, former member of the 
Los Angeles County Board 
of Supervisors), whether gen-
der and ethnic  representation 
matter on the City Council, 
accountability, transparen-
cy, Ryu’s recent absenteeism 
on his local Neighborhood 
Council.

Ryu Moments: 
If a developer comes 
my way, when I am 
city councilperson, 
I will tell them to 
“talk to the com-

munity first, not to me.”
“We should celebrate our 

diversity. We should embrace 
it.”

“It›s a travesty there has 
only been one woman elected 
to the Los Angeles City Coun-
cil. . . . If elected, I will be only 
the second Asian American 
and I will be the first Korean 
American.”

“The city is one big black 
hole. There›s no trust there.”

In reference to the mod-
erator’s question: “what kind 
of out of the box ideas do 
you have,” Ryu said creating 

an Office of Transparency, of 
which has been recommended 
in the 2020 report. 

Ramsay Moments:
“I am going to ma-
chete through the 
red tape at City 
Hall.” (Said two 
times.)

“I am my own person. I 
am not Tom LaBonge.”

“David, you sold your 
house to a developer.” (A de-
bate attendee was overheard 
saying to this: “Now, she’s get-
ting petty.”)

In reference to gender, 
Ramsay struggled when asked 
the differences (and if they 
mattered) a woman could 
make in office, as opposed to 
a man. She said: “Pushing a 
stroller is just like pushing a 
wheelchair.” Women are need-
ed, she said, in elected posi-
tions.

Regarding recent me-
dia reports (Los Feliz Led-
ger and Los Angeles Times) of 
CD4’s use of “discretionary 
funds”:  “Tom did do that, 
move money for salaries. He 
saw the [economic] downturn 
coming and he is a big be-
liever in the ‘broken windows’ 
theory,” of government. Ram-
say said the funds were used 
to beautify CD4 with staffers 
using a truck to pick up trash. 
“I would have done the exact 
same thing.” 

In his closing statement, 
Ryu said Ramsay had been 
endorsed by the Dept. of 

Water and Power  in the elec-
tion.  Ramsay was speechless 
and just said, “Wow. I have 
never been supported by the 
DWP and don’t know where 
that came from.”

In reference to the mod-
erator’s question of “What 
kind of out of the box ideas 
do you have?” Ramsay reiter-
ated her “Waze” app/Google 
collaboration idea where both 
tech companies would provide 
analytics to the city in order to 
better know how to redirect 
drivers in heavily congested 
areas.

Audience Comments 
Post Debate:

About 15 to 20 were 
interviewed. Every person 
asked, but one, said Ryu 
won  the debate. They men-
tioned they felt Ryu  was 
“stronger,” in his answers and 
had a “better personality” to 
serve as a council member. 
One person said, “He cleaned 
her clock in this debate.” One 
woman mentioned that Ryu 
has proven he is up to the 
task of the great “learning 
curve” regarding the city and 
that he had improved in his 
overall knowledge of isssues 
since the March 3rd election. 
Some said Ryu performed 
better than they had expect-
ed. About 3/4 of those inter-
viewed, said they were plan-
ning on voting for Ryu. Some 
said they felt the race was a 
toss up and they expected the 
results to be close.

DEBATES from page 9

Local IHHS  Senior Stages Play At Local 
Children’s Theater Group 

“O Lucky Man!” is an 
original play written by and 
starring Immaculate High 
School senior Madeleine Mill-
er. Her father, Broderick Mill-
er, also directs the play, which 
is currently being performed 
at the Silver Lake Children’s 
Theater Group.

The story is a modern-
day retelling of Voltaire’s 
“Candide” and tells of col-
lege graduate, Michael Tra-
vis, who is ready to begin 
her  life as a copywriter for a 
Los Angeles advertising firm, 
when things change and she 
instead finds herself on a 

cross-country road trip that 
changes  her life in sad and 
joyous ways.

Atwater Village Theater, 
3269 Casitas Ave. (323) 
216-6363. Tickets and 
information: silverlakechil-
drenstheatregroup.org
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The fabulous Tiny Home Movement.
You’ve seen it on TV, you’ve heard about it through social media. The 
tiny house phenomenon is not only a movement but also a lifestyle 
and philosophy. People want to live simpler. They are deciding to have 
only what they need and what is essentially important to them. 

A formal definition of a tiny house is less than 1,000 square feet. In 
comparison, the average American home is about 2,300 square feet. 
Millennials as well as seniors are making this trend a new American 
way of life. Millennials have watched their parents struggle to pay the 
mortgage and to acquire a lot of “stuff,” so they don’t want to live with 
the clutter or responsibilities their parents faced. And today’s seniors 
like it because they are tired of working, being over-committed and 
hard-driven. 

The children are gone, the grandchildren are here. Who needs such a 
big house? Plus tiny houses cost less to build and maintain. One out 
of every five Americans aged 55-64 (Baby Boomers)  haven’t saved 
enough money for retirement.  Their current “big house” is their asset. 
By selling their current home they can save for a retirement home in 
the future, travel and enjoy their lives. Other advantages of owning a 
tiny house are much lower taxes, lower energy bills, lower repair costs 
and insurance rates. In some states, homes start off as low as $25,000 
and the interest (if a mortgage is held) may be under $10,000. It offers a 
whole new option for the way people live today. 

There are one-floor plans: with a bedroom on the main floor and a 
loft for guests. Some have a Murphy bed with a motor deployment. 
The kitchen island can serve as a desk/hobby/eating space with easily 
accessible drawers. Storage can be designed as wall solutions. The 
bathroom can be a “wet room”, with the entire bathroom tiled including 
the floor. It saves shower space. Some builders offer a bedroom/office 
combo with a convertible bed/desk, loft and additional storage. Many 
tiny houses are built on wheels which gives the owner more freedom. 
And they can be moved easily! 

This new trend just seems so appealing. This is so attractive to me that 
I’m considering one myself. My husband and I could live like royalty, 
pay off our mortgage, buy more property and travel. Love it! 

What about you? 

For more information on tiny houses or any real estate questions 
call Gail Crosby at 323/428-2864

Gail Crosby is a local real estate agent 
with Sotheby’s International Realty.

Contact Gail with your home and real estate 
questions at 323.428-2864 or 

GailCrosby@aol.com 
CalBRE #0117453 ADV

ASK GAIL
Sotheby’s International Realty

Griffith Park Adult Community Center Calendar

Sunset Hall - Curriculum and Advocacy 

Wednesday, May 13, 12:00 – 3:00 pm, Lunch, 
General Meeting at Friendship Auditorium.   

Program: “Stop Senior Scams Acting 
Program,” seniors performing to educate us 
about scams (see LA Times 4/7/15, City Beat)

Sign up for lunch at GPACC. 
For exercise, try weekly dancing! 

Line Dancing, Latin Dancing, Hulu Dancing, Folk Dancing. 
Call GPACC at (323) 644-5579 for times. 

3203 Riverside Drive, just south of Los Feliz Bl.
* Call for info and reservations (323) 644-5579

Lunch Program: Mon.-Fri., GPACC, 
11:30 AM sign in, Noon lunch, Donation under 60 $4, 60+ $2

Club Info and Newsletter: 
Stephanie Vendig, (323) 667-3043 or vendig@sbcglobal.net.

Join GPACC Club: Only $15/year for trips and news. 
For information on trips, call Doris Slater, (323) 667-1879

Programs for 
free-thinking seniors 

(323) 660-5277

Conversational 
Spanish at GPACC on 
Mondays at 1:30pm

Thanks to our ad sponsor Sunset Hall. They offer...

Evicted Residents Vow To Keep Eye On Building
Suspect new landlords will unlawfully re-rent units
By Bridgette Webb, Ledger Contributing Writer

Residents of two local 
apartment complexes are be-
ing evicted under the Ellis 
Act, at state law that allows 
multi-unit property owners to 
evict tenants if the landlords 
no longer want to be in the 
rental business.

Under the 1985 law, 
property owners must wait 
five years to rent the units 
again. If the apartments re-
turn to the market before 
that—in violation of the 
Act—they must be offered 
at their previous rents and to 
the same former tenants. 

Owners can use the Act to 
remove tenants for long-term 
building renovations, conver-
sions to condos or for their 
private use, say for a duplex, 
for example.   

Landlords aren’t required 
to disclose their plans, only 
that their rental units are be-

ing taken off the market. 
In Los Feliz, last January, 

real estate investors Jeff Scapa 
and Bill Silverman, notified 
tenants at 1655 Rodney Dr. 
they would be evicted by May 
8th under the Act.

As that date drawers near, 
the building is now dotted 
with homemade eviction signs 
peeking through almost every 
window.

Rentals in the 12-unit 
building go for $700 to 
$2,000 a month, depending 
on size. Although they are 
forced by law to leave, the 14 
renters that live there are fight-
ing the action. 

“We are not going away,” 
said tenant Roberta Morris. 
“We will watch this building 
and make sure the landlords 
follow the rules.”

Morris said she believes 
the Ellis Act is merely an out-
let for landowners, restricted 
by rent control, to raise rents. 

“It is a loophole as big as 
an elephant,” she said.

Experts say, some proper-
ties are purchased especially 
with the intent to “Ellis” the 
property. 

They say landlords get 
away with breaking the law 
due to a lack of oversight and 
enforcement. 

Anna Ortega of the Los 
Angeles Housing and Com-
munity Investment Depart-
ment said the city agency does 
not have the power to deny the 
use of the Ellis Act.

“We take the landlord at 
their word that they are go-
ing out of the rental business,” 
Ortega said. “You can’t force 
someone to be a landlord.”

Landowners, some say, 
are counting on the fact that 
once evicted, most tenants just 
move on. 

“There really aren’t any 
checks on the building after 
the tenants have left,” said 

Larry Gross, Executive Direc-
tor of the Coalition for Eco-
nomic Survival, a community-
based organization that aims 
to help low income house-
holds. “Once [tenants are 
evicted] most do not keep up 
with the on goings of their for-
mer building, which lets the 
landlord get away with renting 
the units before five years.”

According to Gross, us-
ing the Ellis Act to bypass rent 
control is a common practice 
by many California landlords. 
He said, between 2001 and 
2007, he said, Los Angeles lost 
15,000 rent controlled apart-
ments as a result of the Act.

Additionally, he said, the 
number of landlords using El-
lis fluctuates with the rise and 
fall of the Los Angeles rental 
housing market. 

“We have been seeing an 
uptick in Ellis Act evictions 
since the housing market re-
covery,” Gross said. “Since 
2011 we are losing about 100 
affordable housing units a 

month.”
Additionally, some Rod-

ney Drive tenants have filed a 
complaint with the city, that 
under the law, they should 
be given an additional eight 
months, until January 2016, 
to leave because they are dis-
abled. 

According to resident 
Walt Senterfitt, 71, the land-
lords have disputed these dis-
abilities, claims that both 
Scapa and Silverman deny. 
The owners said they have 
attempted to verify various 
tenant’s disabilities, although 
they would not specify how. 

 “We are doing everything 
within the law,” said Scapa. 

A stone’s throw away in 
Franklin Village near Beach-
wood Canyon, another build-
ing is being “Elllised,” by new 
owners who purchased the 
building, which was only half 

rented, in August of 2014.
The tenants of Villa Car-

lotta, on Franklin Avenue, 
were informed three days be-
fore Christmas they had until 
May 22nd to vacate. Some 
took buy outs from the land-
owner. 

 But for those that didn’t, 
according resident Sylvie 
Shain, the new landlords be-
gan employing “intimidation 
tactics,” including reminding 
tenants, the day rent was due, 
they would be evicted if rent 
was not paid within three days 
and delaying returning heat to 
the building last winter after it 
was temporarily turned off for 
a building repair. 

 “They wanted to get the 
rest of us out to pursue their 
plans to convert the building 
into… apartment… Once 
their buy out plan didn’t 
work,” she said, “[the land-
lords] invoked the Ellis act.” 

The property owner, CGI 
Strategic Investments, did not 
return calls for comment. 

As that date drawers near, the building is now dotted with 
homemade eviction signs peeking through almost every window.

Rentals in the 12-unit building go for $700 to $2,000 a month, 
depending on size. Although they are forced by law to leave, 

the 14 renters that live there are fighting the action. 

Look for the June edition of the

Los Feliz Ledger
on May 28th
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in Silver Lake

2920 Sunset Boulevard • Silver Lake • 323-825-9223 • www.tribecapediatrics.com

• Guidance and support on sleep,
 nutrition and development

• Low intervention philosophy 

• 24/7 Accessibility

• Punctuality

• We take insurance

• Parking Available

Tribeca Pediatrics 
  is in your 
 neighborhood!
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[SENIOR MOMENTS]

Health Care In the History Books
By Stephanie Vendig, Ledger Columnist

As we ponder 
the complex-
ity of imple-
menting the 
A f fordable 
Care Act, 
u n i v e r s a l 

health care for those 65 and 
over has been functioning suc-
cessfully for the past 50 years. 

Medicare was created for 
the same reasons as the Af-
fordable Care Act, to ensure 
all Americans have access to 
health care services, protect-
ing them from crushing health 
expenses. 

The ideological fights were 
also present then. President 
Roosevelt, during the 1930s, 
wanted a universal health 
care insurance program to be 
included in the New Deal. 
However, opposition from Re-
publicans, conservative Dem-
ocrats and organized medi-
cine dampened the ambition.  
President Harry Truman had 
no qualms at proposing uni-
versal health care in 1945, but 
that action didn’t go far. 

Supporters then tried to 
achieve more modest goals, 
namely focusing on older 
Americans. As retirees, they 
weren’t eligible for employer-
sponsored insurance plans, 
and private insurance compa-
nies weren’t interested in in-
suring potential costly health 
care of the elderly. 

In the 50s, a young then-
senator, John F. Kennedy, 
advocated for what is now 
known as Medicare. He even 
campaigned for president on 
the issue. However, in 1962 he 
lost a Senate vote on Medicare 
by a 52-48 margin. Just at the 
moment of his 1963 assassina-
tion, his staff was working on 
reviving the legislation. 

For Kennedy’s successor, 
Lyndon Johnson, this was Ken-
nedy’s legacy and, as such, he 
committed himself to the effort 
and mobilized the older popu-
lation, particularly for his 1964 
election. He worked tirelessly 
with the legislative process 
to overcome opposition like 
working with Wilber Mills, a 
Democrat from Arkansas, and 
a firm opponent of a national 
health system. Mills actually 
came up with the idea of add-
ing coverage for the poor to the 
Medicare package. If there also 
were a program for poor Amer-
icans (Medicaid), he felt there 
would be no need for universal 
health care coverage.

President Johnson also 
recognized that former Presi-
dent Truman had planted the 
seeds for Medicare. So, gra-
ciously, he shared the credits 
with 81-year old Harry Tru-
man. The signing ceremony 
on July 30, 1965 took place in 
Truman’s Presidential Library 
in Independence, Missouri. 

President Johnson presented 
Mr. Truman with the nation’s 
first Medicare card.

Today only 2% of the el-
derly lack health insurance, as 
compared with 48% in 1962. 
Medicare covered 53.3 million 
Americans in 2013. It even 
has contributed to our in-
creased life span. If Medicare 
weren’t around, a lot of people 
would not have access to the 

biomedical advances that have 
occurred in the last 50 years.  

Another positive result in-
directly tied to Medicare was 
when the program stopped 
providing reimbursement to 
racially segregated health care 
facilities. There was immediate 
desegregation of all hospitals, 
in compliance with the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964. 

As with most legislation, 

it isn’t perfect the first time 
around. Throughout the 50 
years there have been amend-
ments and changes, expand-
ing the beneficiaries, expand-
ing the benefits and creating 
different tools to control costs 
and management of the pro-
gram. And what we learn from 
this special program, surely, it 
will carry over to the Afford-
able Care Act.

“The whole porn thing 
with condoms in on the agen-
da,” Schechter replied, “and 
will take up a bunch of time.” 

The Ledger was forwarded 
the email exchange by an area 
homeowner who received it 
from LaBonge’s office after a 
lengthy wait for answers rela-
tive to her own public records 
request regarding the office’s 
use of such funds. 

Ramsay’s competitor, 
candidate David Ryu has 
promised to create a “CD4 
Discretionary Funds Task-
force” for community input 
on how such money should be 
spent and that he would fully 
disclose, if elected, how such 
funds are used.

“For too long discretion-
ary funds have been treated 
as a councilmember’s personal 
‘slush fund’ with their uses 
closely guarded and protected 
by City Hall insiders,” Ryu 
said in a statement. 

Ryu said, if elected, he 
wanted to use the funds ap-
propriately and effectively, 
“not throw parties and finance 
photo-ops.” 

In response, Ramsay has 
recently promised to post 
all such use of discretionary 

funds on the council district’s 
website if elected. 

Additionally, new infor-
mation provided to the Ledger 
by the Los Angeles City Clerk, 
in response to a public records 
request, additionally reveals 
$250,000 of such funds trans-
ferred by LaBonge in 2012 to 
the city’s General Purposes 
Account were possibly done so 
with the intent to not be spent, 
but instead, held there until 
the money would be “rolled 
over” into the councilmem-
ber’s salaries account. 

Of the $250,000 moved, 
LaBonge spent $36,000 for 
such things as educational 
programming for elementary 
students; for sports equipment 
at Thomas Starr King Middle 
School and to defray costs for 
a cross-country meet for high 
school students at Griffith 
Park, among a handful of other 
items. How the balance of the 
transferred money, $213,000, 
was used after it landed in the 
councilmember’s salary ac-
count remains unclear. 

 According to a represen-
tative from the City Clerk’s 
office, the practice of auto-
matically rolling over funds 
in this manner has long been 

TRANSFER from page 1

see TRANSFER page 24
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Marshall High School Boy’s Volleyball: 
Short on Height and Funds But Not Spirit
By Bridgette Webb, Ledger Contributing Writer

At first glance, the Mar-
shall High School boy’s varsity 
volleyball team doesn’t seem 
to have the look for a sport 
known for height. 

The majority of team’s 
players are less than 6-feet. 
But as soon as you watch the 
team in action, you quickly 
realize the team’s passion for 
the game outweighs any other 
disadvantages. 

“They are playing purely 
for the love of the game,” said 
Head Varsity Coach Claudia 
Choi. “They play with so 
much heart and determina-
tion.”

The squad of 13 is made 
up primarily of newcomers. 
This season, the team has a 
record of six wins and two 
losses.

Their league, according to 
Choi, isn’t the most competi-
tive. Opposing teams often 
forfeit games.

 “We have had to can-
cel games because the other 
team didn’t have enough 
players to put on the floor,” 
said Choi. “Many teams, 
including ours, don’t have a 
very deep bench.”

As a result, the team often 
participates in tournaments to 
pick up extra experience. But 
due to budget cuts, the school 
only funds transportation and 
referees for league games. The 
cost for everything else, includ-
ing uniforms and tournament 
fees—which can run as high as 
$1,000—are up to the team.

Choi, and Junior Varsity 
coach, Joe Manahan, often 
drive players to and from tour-
naments. 

“The stipend we receive 
from the school pretty much 
covers gas,” said Choi.

In addition to saving 
funds through carpooling, 

they also raise money through 
fundraisers. 

“We did a food fair and 
sold Krispy Cream doughnuts 
to help fund the team,” said 
player Patrick Sasan, a senior.

The team’s last regular 
season game is April 30th at 4 
p.m. against rival Eagle Rock. 

But Choi’s already look-
ing ahead to next year and 
ways to possibly help the team 
with its budget needs.  

“We want to provide [the 
players] with the best experi-
ence possible,” she said. “We 
would love to have the sur-
rounding communities sup-
port and maybe a sponsor.”

Marshall’s Varsity Volleyball team. Patrick Sasan [CQ], 17, wearing the number 
25, bottom center. Photo by Bridgette Webb 

King Filmmakers To Screen Work 
at Free Festival
LOS FELIZ—Thomas Starr 
King Middle School will host 
its 12th Annual Animation 
and Film Festival, May 31st at 
the Vista Theater in Los Feliz, 
from 9:45 a.m. until 12 noon.

The event will high-
light selected 3D Animation 
work and films from three of 
King’s classes. The festival is 

free and the community is 
invited. 

The event is supported 
and funded by Vintage Cin-
emas and The Los Feliz Im-
provement Association and is 
sponsored by 20th Century 
Fox, DreamWorks Animation, 
Sony Pictures Animation and 
Warner Bros. Pictures.

a practice by the city, but was 
recently changed, possibly in 
2013. 

According to city data, La-
Bonge’s office had the 2nd high-
est payroll of all 15 city council 
districts in 2014 and 2013, at 
$1,228,000 and $1,646,500, 
respectively. Only Council 
District 10 has a slightly higher 
payroll under councilmember 
Herb Wesson, who has been 
the president of the council 
since the end of 2011.

In 2012, according to city 
budget records, LaBonge em-
ployed six staffers. That num-
ber jumped to 10 in 2013 and 
remained at that level in 2014. 
However, according to La-
Bonge’s current city website, 
his office now has 20 paid po-

sitions.
The issue of LaBonge’s use 

of discretionary funds came 
to light first in January after 
Hancock Park Homeowner’s 
Association President Cindy 
Chvatal requested information 
on LaBonge’s spending habits 
after he indicated to her funds 
were not available to repair 
eight intersections in Han-
cock Park with concrete, as is 
required by the area’s Historic 
Preservation Overlay Zone or-
dinance (HPOZ).

Chvatal, and others, have 
become incensed that the 
council office on Jan. 8th used 
$20,000 in public funds for an 
“Elvis Presley Birthday Cel-
ebration” and $100,000 last 
year to string holiday lights at 
the Los Angeles Zoo.

TRANSFER from page 23
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Time to congratulate your school graduates in the 

June edition of the Los Feliz Ledger!
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Sign up for your Graduation Ad in June and then start 

school advertising in the Fall!

JUNE 2015
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DISCOVER THE SPIRIT OF BRAWERMAN EAST!
Newly renovated classrooms and 

facilities opening Fall 2015

W I L S H I R E  B O U L E V A R D  T E M P L E
Brawerman Elementary School East
Erika J. Glazer Family Campus * 3663 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90010 
www.brawerman.org

To visit us and experience our vibrant community,  
contact Peggy Davis, pdavis@brawerman.org

states support for greater trans-
parency in government, she does 
not acknowledge any wrongdo-
ing in LaBonge’s office or its 
handling of discretionary funds. 
She said she supports efforts by 
City Controller Ron Galperin 
and Mayor Eric Garcetti to put 
all accounting metrics online 
and that she would do this for 
her own office’s discretionary 
expenditures. 

As for how those discre-
tionary expenses will be made, 
Ramsay said she supports com-
munity involvement but not 
handing decisions over to the 
community. With 15 neigh-
borhood councils and more 
then 50 community groups in 
the district, she said, “I don’t 
see any process where we put 
the onus on them to priori-
tize among different projects 
among the district.”

Ramsay is also less con-
cerned with reforms to the 
city’s budget and accounting 
than Ryu, but said she would 
rather focus on bringing new 
business to the city and CD4 
with what she calls a 20-block 
“Hollywood Innovation 
Zone.” According to Ramsay, 
this initiative would bring 
more entertainment and tech 
jobs to the district, strength-

ening the local economy. She 
even claims the “Zone” would 
reduce traffic, as it would be 
centered around public trans-
portation hubs. 

Both candidates have pro-
posed efforts to cut down on 
the city’s “red tape” that hin-
der new businesses to establish 
themselves. Ryu has also pro-
posed phasing out the gross re-
ceipts tax and replacing it with 
a simpler “fair tax,” he said, 
would be more competitive 
with neighboring cities. 

Regarding development, 
Ramsay said she acknowledg-
es the need for more housing 
in the city and said residents 
must understand the correla-
tion between the city’s sig-
nificant housing deficit and 
homelessness. 

But as development is of-
ten a neighborhood’s scorn, she 
said efforts must be made to 
mitigate its impacts. Ramsay 
said the key, moving forward, is 
better informing citizens on the 
city’s existing zoning “so people 
have a better idea of the direc-
tion that the neighborhoods are 
going already.”

“We are in the throws of 
change and change is difficult 
for people and I’m going to 
work with them to minimize 
the impact,” she said. 

ELECTION from page 10

[LETTER TO THE EDITOR]

I read “LaBonge Ques-
tioned Over Possible Misuse of 
Funds” (April 2015) with great 
interest. 

In 2007, I awoke at County 
General Hospital after taking a 
spill and fracturing my skull—
plus concussion and fractured 
vertebrae—on the very poorly 
maintained bike lane on Griffith 
Park Boulevard.

  I wrote to the Los An-
geles City Councilmember 
Tom LaBonge and was asked 
to meet with one of his staff-
ers, Rory Fitzpatrick, at City 
Hall regarding this issue.  At 
that meeting Mr. Fitzpatrick 
stated that the councilmember 
was well aware of the hazard 
and that, unfortunately, that 
year’s repair-funds had already 
been allocated elsewhere.  He 
assured me that Griffith Park 

Boulevard would be a top pri-
ority for the following year.  

Today, eight years later, 
nothing has been done and the 
bike lanes are now a greater 
threat to safety—a condition 
the councilmember is clearly 
aware of.

 Last January, while riding 
with my wife to a neighbor-
hood bakery, I was again taken 
down by a dangerous crack in 
the roadbed on Griffith Park 
Boulevard.  This time I seri-
ously broke my wrist and frac-
tured my pelvis in two places. 

Thanks to the Ledger, I 
now better understand how 
our city’s –and councilmem-
ber’s—dysfunctional priorities 
have, and will, affect me for 
the rest of my life. 

Patrick Pascal, Lowry Road

[LETTER TO THE EDITOR]

Your front-page story about 
“LaBonge Questioned Over 
Misuse of Funds,” (April 2015) 
got my attention.  LaBonge’s 
lack of response to the request 
for clarification suggests some 
“monkey business” may have 
been involved related to the 
transfer of nearly $1.6 million 
that had been allocated for 
street, public transit, sidewalk 
repairs, and, instead, he used it 
for other purposes.

A few years ago, I attended 

a community meeting held by 
the Miracle Mile Residents As-
sociation.  LaBonge was one of 
the key speakers. On the topic 
of the terrible potholes in our 
roads, I commented about my 
investigation into the cause of 
these major defects and based 
on many years of experience in 
graduate school (MIT) and in 
the aerospace industry, I was 
convinced that technology al-
ready developed, proven and be-
ing widely used in aerospace/de-

fense applications, would solve 
the pothole problem.  

LaBonge had one of his 
staff get my name and phone 
number. A few days later he 
phoned, saying he wanted to 
talk with me, but would call 
back in a few days. For what-
ever reason, he never did call me 
back and never learned about 
this concept. Needless to say, I 
lost much respect for him.    

Subsequently, I made a 
presentation to the city’s Bu-
reau of Street Services.  The 
director liked the idea and 
suggested a test could be done 
on the concept. A few weeks 
later, another city department 
reported back with a series of 
recommended lab tests and a 
modest cost. 

Then, the City Council—
including LaBonge—claimed 

they did not have the money 
for the lab tests. Instead, they 
proposed a bond issue of sever-
al billions dollars to repair the 
potholes. Meanwhile, our pot-
holes grow in size and number. 

By the way, I note that La-
Bonge has made a photo-op of 
personally filling a pothole on 
Wilshire Boulevard.

George Epstein, Detroit St. 
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MOMS CLUB OF
los fELIZ

FOR MORE INFO CHECK US OUT AT

LOSFELIZMOMSCLUB.ORG

MOMS OFFERING MOMS SUPPORT For more information visit: 
ymcaLA.org/Hollywoodsignrun 

SAVE THE DATE! 

[IMMACULATE HEART HIGH SCHOOL]

Mary’s Day: An IH Tradition
By Ashley Conde ’17 and Katie Hughes ’17

May promises a series 
of events celebrating stu-
dent achievements, including 
awards night, the annual art 
show, the spring sports ban-
quet, the Junior/Senior Prom, 
and most anticipated of all, 
Mary’s Day. 

Students look forward to 
Mary’s Day each year with 
much excitement. On May 1st, 
we will celebrate this oldest 
and most cherished tradition. 
Although the day’s primary 
purpose is to honor Mary, 
the mother of Jesus and the 
school’s patroness, the event 
is also a chance for students to 
bond and have fun. 

Many alumnae cite 
Mary’s Day as one of the most 

memorable events of their 
high school experiences. 

This year, Mary’s Day 
features the theme, “Mary, 
Called and Chosen.” Students 
will honor Mary’s willingness 
to follow her call and they will 
strive to emulate her devotion 
and openness in their own 
lives. 

There is much prepara-
tion planning Mary’s Day. 
Some girls dedicate hours after 
school to creating decorations 
and head wreaths, as well as 
designing the Mary’s Day 
dance in the weeks before-
hand. 

The day starts with a 
morning liturgy. There are per-
formances by students, such 
as the Verbal Collage by the 
Honors English I class and a 
skit by the Genesians, the dra-
ma club. Then, everyone forms 
a procession to our statue of 
Mary, where our school’s stu-
dent president crowns her with 

flowers. Afterward, everyone 
participates in the Mary’s Day 
dance on the quad. 

Two days later, our school 
will welcome its alumnae for 
Reunion Day 2015. Later in 
the month, faculty will honor 
students for their outstanding 
academic achievements during 
annual awards night. 

Our annual art show 
will showcase student draw-
ings, paintings, photography, 
and graphic arts work from 
throughout the year. Similarly, 
the spring sports banquet will 
honor athletes in swimming 
and diving, track and field, 
equestrian and softball. Final-
ly, juniors and seniors will cel-
ebrate this year’s Prom, which 
features the theme, “A Night 
on the Upper East Side.”

[THE NEWEST WRINKLE]

How Vintage are You?
Compiled by Ameera Butt, Ledger Contributing Writer

Vintage can mean differ-
ent things to different people: 
it could be your mom’s old 
pearl necklace from her wed-
ding day or a pair of 1990s 
brightly colored jeans discov-
ered in some vintage shop in 
Echo Park, or in Silver Lake 
or Los Feliz where vintage 
boutiques are sandwiched be-
tween hipster eateries and ge-
lato shops. 

Angelenos sporting vin-
tage threads we talked with re-
cently were quick to point out 
a favorite piece of their vintage 
ensemble. So we asked locals 
and vintage stores “How Vin-
tage Are You?”

The only part of my outfit 
that’s vintage is my jewelry 
today. The charms on my 
bracelet are from Pandora. 
The ring could be vintage.
– Agata K. Rokicka, 36,  
Los Feliz, on Vermont 
Avenue

I like vintage from the 90s, 
just like the bright pants. I 
have vintage clothing. I was 
thinking of wearing my pink 
pants today. 
– Malik Washington, 21, 
Los Feliz, on Vermont 
Avenue (left) with his friend 
Angyl 

We mainly have 50s, 60s and 
70s clothing, jewelry and 
furniture. We have tons of 
lamps. Our best thing is our 
sun glasses from the 70s, 80s 
and 90s. Personally, I’m more 
20s, 30s and 70s with a 
sprinkle of 1960s. 
– Charon Nogues, 45, with 
Replay Vintage on Vermont 
Boulevard in Los Feliz

My favorite era is the 1960s 
and 1970s. Our selection is 
more music infused. A lot of 
the garments in the 60s and 
70s were made from polyester. 
I try to do materials that are 
cotton and silk. We have a lot 
of musicians who shop here. I 
do believe clothes have energy, 
meaning history. 
– Nina Kazé, with Cherry 
Pick Vintage on Franklin 
Avenue in Los Feliz

Our clothes are new but they 
have this process to make 
them look vintage. I like 
vintage clothing but I find 
some don’t have a good size 
scale. 
– Victor Dillon, 54, with 
Half Off Clothing on Ver-
mont Avenue in Los Feliz 

[MOTHER OF INVENTION]

Graduation Gifts With Heart
By Rita Mauceri, Ledger Columnist

As we head toward June, 
we enter the season of gradu-
ations galore. Obviously, the 
biggest buildup is for teens 
graduating from high school 
or 20-somethings matriculat-
ing from colleges and univer-
sities. But even if you have a 
youngster rising from grade 
school to middle, there are 
plenty of small and large cer-
emonies to mark with mean-
ingful gifts.

There are plenty of ways 
to commemorate these mo-
mentous “moving on” mo-
ments in a personal way. Sure, 
a brand new Macbook Air is 
pretty sweet, but it will soon 
be outdated, unlike these five 
handmade and heartfelt gifts 
that are timeless. 

If you have a graduate in 
your ranks, gather some inspi-
ration and ideas here. And if 
you’re planning for years down 
the road, take notes!

A Memory Quilt
Regardless of your child’s age, 
this is something you can start 

today. Save the shirts from all 
those clubs, camps and sports 
over the years. For high school 
graduation, have them sewn 
into a quilt—or do it yourself, 
if you’re handy with a sewing 
machine. If you want to get 
fancy, include the logo and 
colors of whatever college he 
or she is headed to. Search on-
line for variations and tutorials 
on making your own.

Old School Vinyl
When in doubt, go old school. 
Graduations make everyone 
nostalgic and vinyl is the per-
fect way to pass on shades of 
your own youth to your teen. 
Urban Outfitters has a great 
selection of record players and 
albums.

Beautiful Books
Books may seem like a rather 
predictable gift for a graduate, 
but we’re not talking about av-
erage paperbacks. Check out 
EastonPress.com that offers 
an array of gorgeous leather-
bound classics by authors from 

Ayn Rand to Jane Austen, in-
cluding many signed editions. 
Taschen is another standout 
and go-to for exquisite art and 
pop culture books. Finally, 
Ebay is worth hunting around 
for signed versions of child-
hood favorites.

Stationery and Stamps
Email will never be as charm-
ing or heartfelt as snail mail. 
Buy your kid a personalized 
set of stationery from Etsy.
com or Minted.com and 
throw in a set of personalized 
postage stamps from Zazzle.
com. A fancy writing pen or 
graphite pencil completes the 
set. Then, all you have to do 
is guilt them into writing you 
every now and then!

A Treasury of Family 
Recipes
Food is a fond family memory 
for many kids, so send your 
son or daughter off with a box 
of favorite recipes on personal-
ized cards. PinholePress.com 
will customize a set of 50 with 
your choice of image. Sure, 
there are tons of recipes on-
line, but none have the same 
meaning as mom’s.
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[OUT AND ABOUT]

May 2015
Compiled by Ameera Butt, Ledger Contributing Writer

ART

Annie Murphy-Robinson 
& Jessica Dalva. Annie 
Murphy-Robinson’s drawings 
look like photographs of 
impossibly beautiful girls 
in a range of settings–from 
the miraculous to the 
mundane while it’s Dalva‘s 
third feature exhibition. La 
Luz de Jesus Gallery, Fri., 
May 1st, 8 p.m. Through 
May 31. 4633 Hollywood 
Blvd. Information: (323) 666-
7667.  laluzdejesus.com

BOOKS

The Blondes. Author Emily 
Schutlz reads from a book 
about a rabies-like illness 
that spreads among blonde 
women during autumn in 
New York City, causing them 
to “rage out” and attack 
passersby. Schutlz will be 
joined by Tamar Halpern, 
a movie director. Skylight 
Books, Tues., May 12th, 7:30 
p.m. 1818 N. Vermont Ave., 
Los Feliz. Information: (323) 
660-1175. skylightbooks.com

MUSIC

Baroque Conversations 5. 
Lute and Baroque guitar 
virtuoso John Schneiderman 
gathers his Los Angeles 
Chamber Orchestra friends 
to present an evening of Pre-
Classical concertos. Tickets 
are $56. Zipper Hall, Thurs., 
May 7th, 7 p.m. 200 South 
Grand Ave. Information: (213) 
622-7001. laco.org 

The Decemberists. The 
indie-folk band from Oregon 

performs from their new 
album What A Terrible World, 
What A Beautiful World, 
with guest Lucius, the indie 
pop Brooklyn band. Tickets 
are $40.30 - $58.50. Greek 
Theatre, Sat., May 2nd, 7:30 
p.m. 2700 N. Vermont Ave. 
Information: (323) 665-5857. 
greektheatrela.com

Bach, Rock & Shakespeare 
12. John Marshall High 
School’s Performing Arts 
students will take the stage 
for the twelfth annual show, 
featuring local students 
from area schools in Los 
Feliz, Silverlake and East 
Hollywood. The evening 
features symphonic music, 
Shakespearean monologues, 
jazz and Marshall’s 
own Battle of the Garage 
Bands final. Tickets are $14 
and $19. Greek Theatre, 
Fri., May 8th, 7 p.m. 2700 N. 
Vermont Ave. Information: 
greektheatrela.com

Los Angeles Master Chorale 
Season Finale. The season 
wraps up with music from 
American composer Eric 
Whitacre and Estonian 
“mystic minimalist” Arvo 
Pärt. Tickets are $ $29-$129. 
Walt Disney Concert Hall, 
Sat., May 16, 2 p.m.  111 S. 
Grand Ave. Information: (213) 
972-7282. lamc.org    

SCIENCE & NATURE

PBS SoCal Kids Day. Meet 
and take photos with the 
Cat in the Hat from PBS Kids’ 
The Cat in the Hat Knows a 
Lot About That and readings 
from the Curious George 
books. Zoo admission:  $19 

adults, $16 seniors, $14 
children age 2 to 12. Free 
with paid zoo admission. Los 
Angeles Zoo and Botanical 
Gardens, Sat., May 30th, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 5333 Zoo Drive. 
Information: lazoo.org 

Sunset Walk and Talk. Come 
visit the Observatory with 
a Park Ranger and Museum 
Guide. Admission is free. 
Griffith Observatory, Tues., 
May 26th, 7:45 p.m. 2800 E. 
Observatory Road, Griffith 
Park. Information: (213) 473-
0800. griffithobservatory.org

Empire and Liberty: The 
Civil War and the West. 
The first major museum 
exhibition to illuminate the 
causes and legacies of the 
American Civil War from the 
vantage point of Westward 
expansion. Museum 
admission: $10 adults, $6 
students and seniors, $4 
children ages three to 12. 
The Autry National Center of 
the American West, Through 
Jan. 3. Tues.–Fri. 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Sat.-Sun. 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. 4700 Western Heritage 
Way, Griffith Park. theautry.
org/

THEATER & DANCE

I and You. On the night 
before a class assignment is 
due, Caroline and Anthony 
plumb the mysteries of a 
Whitman poem, unaware 
that a much deeper mystery 
has brought them together. 
Tickets are $30, $20 students, 
$25 seniors. The Fountain 
Theatre, Through June 
14th. Thursdays, Fridays, 
Saturdays, 8 p.m. Sundays, 
2 p.m. 5060 Fountain Ave. 
Information: (323) 663-1525. 
Fountaintheatre.com  

COMMUNITY

Weekend Walks. Learn more 
about Descanso collections 
on these docent-guided 
seasonal walks. Free with 
admission. Admission is 
$9 general admission, $6 
seniors and students, $4 
children ages five to 12. 
Descanso Gardens, Sun., May 
10th, 11 a.m. 1418 Descanso 
Drive, La Cañada Flintridge. 
Information: (818) 949-4200. 
descansogardens.org

Baby Story Time. Stories 
and songs. Los Feliz Library, 
Wed., May 13th, 10:30 
a.m. 2011 W. Sunset Blvd. 

Information: (323) 913-4710. 
lapl.org 

Introduction to Chinese 
Herbs. Michael Fox, 
acupuncturist and Chinese 
Herbalist, will discuss 
the use of Chinese herbs 
in Traditional Chinese 
Medicine. Silver Lake Library, 
Tues., May 12th, 6:30 p.m. 
2411 Glendale Blvd. Info: 
(323) 913-7451. lapl.org

Computer Class. Bring your 
questions to this open-topic 
computer class. Edendale 
Library, Thurs., May 21st, 2 
p.m. 2011 W. Sunset Blvd. 
Info: (213) 207-3000. lapl.org

ing landmark of blight.
But thanks to French art-

ist Vincent Lamouroux, with 
support from a good number 
of organizations behind him, 
all this bad history has been 
whitewashed—literally. 

Lamouroux and his team 
have coated the entire prop-
erty with white eco-friendly 
paint for a new art project 
called “Projection.” Not just 
the building has been painted: 
so has anything near the prop-
erty, including a billboard on 
the roof, the roof itself and 
even adjacent palm trees. 

Lamouroux also has 
painted, in a similar fashion, 
a series of oak trees in a park 
in Paris.

“Every year,” he said, “I 
was passing by and looking at 
this building and I started to 
think about finding a way to 

encapsulate or to envision the 
whole site,” he said from his 
makeshift office overlooking 
the motel. “Instead of putting 
a sculpture in the middle of the 
courtyard, the idea was really 
to play with the whole site.”

The motel is now meant 
to be viewed like Lamouroux 
once did, as a passerby. The 
public is not allowed in the 
property, but just standing in 
its presence from the sidewalk 
or driving by it has a transfor-
mative affect. 

It’s not clear how long 
Lamouroux’s reinterpretation 
of the building will be on view. 
Developer Frost/Chaddock is 
expected to demolish the site 
to build multifamily housing. 

Lamouroux has experi-
mented with a new way to 
encounter this section of Los 
Angeles. Some have pointed 
out that this exact location en-

capsulates all of Los Angeles in 
one tiny spot.

“You have the billboard, 
the palm trees, the architecture 
and you even have the address 
on Sunset Boulevard, which 
is the most iconic address you 
may find in the world,” said 
Nicolas Libert, founder of the 

downtown art store Please Do 
Not Enter, which has helped 
organize the installation. “You 
have really much more than 
you could expect or hope in 
one single space.”

But what makes the piece 
most impactful is not that 
Lamouroux has tied these es-

sential Los Angeles icons into 
any succinct message. Rather, 
it’s what the project doesn’t say 
that resonates. 

“We live in a time of cog-
nitive and affective satura-
tion,” Lamouroux said, “and 
having this building in white 
like this: it’s just sort of a rest, 
a breeze, something very qui-
et. And then it gets some at-
tention. It’s both appearance 
and disappearance at the same 
time.”

In Libert’s view, what’s 
left behind is a blank screen, 
where any viewer can project 
onto the project whatever they 
want. 

“It’s just like a white 
screen,” he said. “Use it to 
project anything you have in 
mind: your dreams, your nos-
talgia… of what Los Angeles 
used to be or even… what it 
should be. All kind of things.” 

BATES from page 1

Meet and take photos with the Cat in the Hat from PBS Kids’ The 
Cat in the Hat Knows a Lot About That at the LA Zoo on May 30th.
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Coming Soon

Under Construction            Los Feliz                  Call For Price
Completely renovated single story California bungalow. This  
3+2 home offers an open floor plan with beautifully renovated 
kitchen & baths. New wood flooring, cabinetry, counter tops, 
interior & exterior paint. landscaping and many upgraded 
systems too. The kitchen and master suite leads to a deck 
that’s perfect for entertaining and out to the yard. Detached 2 
car garage plus addt’l driveway parking. You’ll love this home!

2369 Lyric Avenue                    Los Feliz                 $990,000
Spacious 3 bedroom 2.5 Contemporary home set high above the 
hill to take advantage of the wondeful views. Beautifully 
renovated Cook’s kitchen w/new shaker cabinets, granite tops 
& all new stainless GE appliances. Kitchen opens to den with a 
fireplace and leads to patio. Upstairs has 3 bedrooms plus a 
large open family room. Master suite with private bath w/new 
counter top. Parking for 3 cars. Great Los Feliz neighborhood. 

Sold Over Asking Price!

Sold

3834 Clayton Avenue          Franklin Hills             $555,000
Calling all investors or owner users to view this great 2 + 1 
pied-a-terre in the hills with sweeping views. Unfinished area 
for possible expansion. Hardwood floors. Front area to create a 
wonderful front patio & seating area. Deck off Living Room &  
dining area to capture the spectacular views. One car garage. 
Apprx 884 square foot house & 3901 square foot lot is. A great 
opportunity in the hills. Frankln Elementary School District.

2251 Duane Street         Silver Lake Hills             $995,000
Character 1906 built Triplex with great curb appeal on a huge 
lot surrounded by greenery. Apartments include a Two 
bedroom, one bath upper unit, 1 bedroom 1 bath middle unit, 
plus single apartment lowest unit. 2,802 square feet  building 
and 11,256 square foot lot with LARD2  zoning.  Great owner 
user or investment with potential for development. Walking 
distance to the lake, restaurants and coffee shops. 

Just Listed!

1919 Monon Street               Los Feliz                    $900,000
A beautifully restored and renovated 2 + 1.5 Mid-Century with 
charming curb appeal on lovely cul-de-sac. Wonderful open 
floor plan with new Cook’s kitchen with new cabinetry, Viking 
range and stainless appliances. Den or home office. Gorgeous 
bathrooms. Spacious patio for dining and entertaining. Many 
designer upgrades. Hardwood flrs. Central air & heat, copper 
plumbing, new roof, 200 amp panel.  Franklin Elementary Sch.

434 Norwich Drive           West Hollywood                $4,200
This adorable cottage like home is available to lease for 1 year! 
Located on one of the most desired streets of West Hollywood, 
this home offers 3 bedrooms or 2 & a home office with built-in 
bookshelves and 1.5 baths. Central AC and heat. Laundry room. 
Garage can be used for a home office or gym. Approx 1,123  sq ft 
+ garage. Charming front and fenced rear yard. This home is 
located near all the best that West Hollywood has to offer!

Sold Over Asking Price! Leased

Listed & Sold With 17 Offers - Highest Sale & Highest Cost Per Sq Ft in Echo Park & Elysian Heights in Last 8 months!

2027 Park Drive               Elysian Heights         $1,400,000
A rare find in this very special two story 4+2 home on the 
coveted Park Drive. Situated in the hills offering privacy and 
an incredible dramatic setting. Set back from the street with a 
lovely large front patio surrounded by lush landscaping. 
Spacious living room. Dining room opens to patio w/sweeping 
city views. 3 downstairs bedrooms lead to the expansive yard. 
This home and the incredible lot offers endless possibilities.

“George and Eileen were amazing to 
work with.  Their knowledge and 
approach to selling homes in our 
neighborhood were invaluable - from 
advising us on how best to prepare our 
home for sale, great pricing strategy 
and great marketing . We would highly 
recommend them to anyone that wants 
to sell their property.”

Mark and Marie Joxe-Collins                             
               

George & Eileen Moreno Realtors
Over 1,000 properties sold in Your Neighborhood ~ 
Our Experience Could Make the Difference for you!!


