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Silver Lake Recreation pitcher Mason Clem and 2nd baseman Maxwell Ryder led the infield for the Coach-Pitch Red Sox 
last year at Silver Lake’s Tommy Lasorda Field of Dreams. Currently, youth teams are gearing up for post-season play, 
which start June 1st.  Photo: courtesy Scott Walls. Also read our June editorial, starting on page 22, by the Los Feliz Neighbor-
hood Council’s recreation representative regarding what it took to get Lasorda opened for Sunday kids baseball play 
this summer, starting May 31st. Spoiler alert: it wasn’t easy. 

Schools to Give Free Caps & Gowns 
After Long Ignoring State Law
By Bridgette Webb, 
Ledger Contributing Writer 

For decades, many public 
high schools have been charg-
ing senior dues, a fee that in-
cludes the cost of many senior 
activities like a senior break-
fast as well as the cost of a cap 
and gown. 

Those dues can quickly 
add up and for some families 
may be too much to bear. Now 
parents can check one gradua-
tion expense off their list. 

The 2015 graduating class 
will be the first in which the Los 
Angeles Unified School District 
(LAUSD) will provide rentals 
for cap and gowns for free. 

The issue came to a head 
after a 2010 lawsuit, filed by 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union, alleging free cap and 
gowns were already law and that 
many California public schools 
were simply ignoring it. 

Some school districts state-
wide, including the LAUSD, 
had continued to charge stu-
dents for a cap or gown or 
only provided the items free of 
charge if a student lived at or 
below the poverty line. Both are 
violations. 

The state Supreme Court 
ruled in 1984 that such fees 
violate the state constitution-
al guarantee to a free public 
education. 

see GRADS page 30

[CD4 ELECTION]

Ryu Assembling 
Transition Team
By Colin Stutz
Ledger Senior Contributing 
Writer

Newly elected Los Angeles 
City Councilmember David 
Ryu said he is now building a 
transition team in preparation 
for his first day on the job July 
1st replacing termed out long-
time Council District 4 coun-
cilmember Tom LaBonge. 

Ryu, who was widely tout-
ed as running a shrewd and 
skillful campaign, said he now 
looks forward to putting that 
behind him and getting on to 
the work for the district. 

“There’s a lot of work to be 
done,” he said. 

According to Ryu, he 
wants half of his transition 
team composed of community 
leaders. As a result, he is now 

see CD4 page 23

Rodriguez Beats Kayser
In Local School Board Race
By Ezekiel Hernandez, Ledger Contributing Writer

In the expensive Los An-
geles Unified School District 
election May 19th for local 
District 5, Ref Rodriguez beat 
out incumbent Bennett Kay-
ser 53.5% to 46.4%.

The race became a contest 
between independent com-
mittees, which are allowed to 
form, raise funds and spend 
on campaigns, provided there 
is no collaboration with the 
candidate. 

Rodriguez’s victory was 
also a validation of Los An-
geles’ growing charter school 
movement. Charter schools 
are those funded by the school 
district but run independently. 

Rodriguez, a  co-founder 
and corporate treasurer for the 
Partnership to Uplift Com-
munities (PUC)—a  consor-
tium of Los Angeles charter 
schools—was  backed by Par-

ent Teacher Alliance, which 
raised close to $1.5 million on 
his behalf, far ahead of Kayser’s 
supporters, which included the 
Los Angeles County Demo-
crats and the United Teachers 
of Los Angeles (UTLA), the 
LAUSD’s teacher’s union. 

UTLA is staunchly 
against the expansion of char-
ter schools in the district.

see LAUSD page 28

Ref Rodriguez

[CALIFORNIA DROuGHT]

Park under 
Water 
Restrictions, Too 
By Julie Walmsley
Ledger Contributing Writer

GRIFFITH PARK—With sum-
mer upon us, Griffith Park 
may not be the usual verdant 
oasis locals and other Angele-
nos are accustomed to due to 
the state drought now in its 
fourth year. 

As homeowners and busi-
nesses now face water conser-
vation restrictions, so does the 
4,310-acre park

According to Laura Bau-
ernfiend, Griffith Park’s prin-
cipal grounds maintenance su-
pervisor, park visitors should 
not expect sidewalks and 
walkways to be as pristine as 
usual. 

Highly trafficked areas, 
she said, like those near the 
popular pony ride, will have 
to accumulate a bit of dirt, 
because the city is no longer 
allowed to wash down hard-
scapes. 

“Just like residents are not 
out there with hoses in their 
driveways, we can’t be” either, 
Bauernfiend said.

Another popular fam-
ily destination, the merry-go-
round, will soon have plastic 
barricades that deliver water to 
nearby trees. 

The so-called “irricades” 
will be located in between 
parking stalls at an adjacent 
parking lot, but according 
to Bauernfiend, won’t reduce 
parking for the attraction, 
which will operate as usual.  

The Wilson Harding golf 
course, according to Recre-
ation and Parks Golf Superin-
tendent Bob Davis, has used 
recycled water—previously 
known as reclaimed water—
since the mid-1980s. 

Recycled water is not sub-
ject to new state restrictions, 
so the courses will not be im-
pacted immediately, though a 

see DROUGHT page 20
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[LETTER FROM THE PuBLISHER]

In May, the Los Angeles 
Times wrote a correction in-
dicating soon-to-be termed 
out Los Angeles City Coun-
cilmember Tom LaBonge did 
not use public funds for an 
Elvis Presley birthday celebra-
tion last January as has been 
widely reported by the media, 
including this newspaper. 

However, we have chosen 
to not write such a correction, 
as LaBonge and his staff have 
been unwilling to respond to 
our request for clarification on 
the matter.

 LaBonge’s council office 
is shown as a sponsor on the 
event’s promotional materials, 
which also identify Sister City 
Inc. of Los Angeles—a non-
profit run out of LaBonge’s 
City Hall office—as an event 
beneficiary. 

In our May 15th request 
for clarification, we asked for 
details on CD4’s event involve-
ment as well as information 
regarding its $25,000 transfer 
in March—using funds ear-
marked for infrastructure re-
pair—to the Los Angeles Fire 
Dept.’s Historical Museum, 
which was also listed as an 
event beneficiary. 

According to public re-
cords, the March transfer to 
the museum is the only time 
LaBonge has transferred mon-
ey to or for that museum since 
taking office in 2001. 

Regarding our May story 
on Sister Cities titled “La-
Bonge Says Staffer Didn’t 
Double Dip” we received a 
letter from an attorney rep-

resenting LaBonge staffer/
Sister Cities Director Kamilla 
Blanche-Stern arguing the 
non-profit’s documents are not 
legally bound by public dis-
closure laws. However, a non-
profit expert assisting us with 
the matter has told us our re-
quest is well within our right 
and we will continue to seek 
the information.

Additionally, in a follow 
up to our earlier coverage re-
garding $1.7 million desig-
nated for infrastructure repair 
but instead transferred to La-
Bonge’s office salaries account, 
the practice is not exclusive to 
CD4. 

According to motions 
passed between 2002 and 
2011 by the Los Angeles City 
Council, there was $2.8 mil-
lion transferred from one such 
fund—called Street Furniture 
Repair—by 10 different coun-
cilmembers for the purpose of 
salaries. 

Of that $2.8 million, La-
Bonge transferred a previously 
unreported $150,000 to his 
salaries account. 

While it appears LaBonge 
engaged in this practice by far 
the most, of the recent trans-
fers discovered, former Los 
Angeles City councilmembers 
Jan Perry (CD9) and Janice 
Hahn (CD15) moved nearly 
$500,000 each during their 
tenures. Curren Price, Jr. and 
Joe Buscaino are now the 
councilmembers for those dis-
tricts. 

Other total transfers 
through 2011 from both cur-

rent and former councilmem-
bers ranged from $385,000 
(Herb Wesson, CD10 and the 
council’s current president) to 
$175,000 for Richard Alarcon 
and Alex Padilla of CD7, now 
under the leadership of Felipe 
Fuentes.

Current Mayor Eric 
Garcetti was shown having 
transferred $180,000 from 
such discretionary funds to his 
salary account when he was 
the councilmember for CD13. 

While a great majority 
of motions for such transfers 
have provided specifics by in-
dividual councilmembers for 
their intended purposes, those 
we have identified had no spe-
cifics whatsoever except that 
the funds would be transferred 
to each council office’s respec-
tive salaries account. 

The issue of council of-
fice discretionary spending 
was raised in advance of the 
recent election to replace La-
Bonge, who leaves office June 
30th, after Hancock Park 
resident Cindy Chvatal ques-
tioned CD4’s spending after 
LaBonge and his staff told her 
there were insufficient funds 
to repair local streets with con-
crete, as is mandated by Han-
cock Park’s historic ordinance. 

Newly elected David Ryu, 
who beat LaBonge’s former 
chief of staff in the election to 
succeed him, has pledged to 
create a task force to now over-
see CD4 discretionary spend-
ing. 

“David is committed to 
see LETTER page 20
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[STREET LEVEL]

Carrot or Stick?
By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer

A study recently pub-
lished in the New England 
Journal of Medicine asked 
people to deposit $150 and if 
after six months they had quit 
smoking, they would get that 
money back plus an additional 
$600. But, if they didn’t quit, 
they would lose the $150 and 
not get anything else. What 
do you think would motivate 
you to give up smoking—or 
another vice—losing $150 or 
making $600?

“Making $600. 
Making the ac-
tual money 
would be a mo-
tivator.” 
– Biff, at the 

Los Feliz Farmers Market

“The $600. It’s 
the money 
you’re not 
spending on 
the cigarettes, 
plus the money 

you’d be making.” 
– Shana, at the Los Feliz 
Farmers Market

“Probably mak-
ing $600 be-
cause I’d want 
the money.” 
– Caralyne, 
outside the 

Los Feliz newsstand on Mel-
bourne Avenue
 

“I think mak-
ing $600, be-
cause $600 
would come in 
pretty handy. 
But, I don’t 

know if the money or the 
challenge would be more 
motivating.” 
– Sandy, outside of The 
Punchbowl on Melbourne 
Avenue

“For me, it 
would be mak-
ing $600. Sim-
ply, it’s more 
exciting, the 
thought of 

making money. It’s a positive 
motivation.” 
– Don, near Fred 62 on Rus-
sell Avenue

[A DOG’S LIFE]

Strays Young Adult Novel Inspired 
by Dog Column
By Jennifer Clarke, Ledger Columnist

About seven years ago, 
when I was doing some re-
search for this dog column, I 
came across an organization, 
K-9 Connection, based in 
Santa Monica that pairs at-risk 
youth with rescue dogs. Con-
currently, I had been reflect-
ing on my former dog, Willie, 
who struggled with redirected 
aggression. 

These two experiences 
sparked my new young adult 
novel, Strays, published in 
May. 

In the novel, 16-year-old 
Iris Moody has a problem con-
trolling her temper, but then, 
she has a lot to be angry about. 
Dead mother. Workaholic 
father. Dumped by her boy-
friend. Failing English. 

When a note in Iris’s 
journal is mistaken as a 

threat against her English 
teacher, she finds herself in 
trouble not only with school 
authorities, but with the law. 

 In addition to summer 
school, dog-phobic Iris is sen-
tenced to an entire summer of 
community service, rehabili-
tating troubled dogs. Iris be-
lieves she is nothing like Ro-
man, the three-legged pit bull 
who is struggling to overcome 
his own dark past, not to men-
tion the other humans in the 
program. 

But when Roman’s life 
is on the line, Iris learns that 
counting on the help of others 
may be the only way to save 
him. 

A perfect companion for 
the dog days of summer!

Strays is available on Ama-
zon and at local bookstores. 
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For more information visit: 
ymcaLA.org/Hollywoodsignrun 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Los Feliz Wants to DASH to Silver Lake 
By Julie Walmsley, Ledger Contributing Writer

It’s hard to tell where 
Los Feliz ends and Sil-
ver Lake starts. The two 
communities blend to-
gether.

But local transporta-
tion advocates say they 
hope the neighborhoods 
can be knitted togeth-
er—even more tightly—
by a bus route that would 
also reduce traffic. 

Los Feliz Neighbor-
hood Council Trans-
portation Chair Luke 
Klipp and his Silver 
Lake counterpart, Mat-
thew Mooney, believe there is 
enough demand for a DASH 
bus route connecting the two. 

But hope for that is cur-

rently in limbo as the city says 
local ridership for DASH is low. 

Klipp, who is also a coun-
ty transportation analyst, says 

that’s because the Los Feliz 
route, for one, is not efficient. 

Currently the Los Feliz 
DASH has few stops in Los 
Feliz Village and it only circles 
the area on weekdays. A stop 
for the highly popular Griffith 
Observatory is only available 
on weekends, and then, only 
every half hour. 

The current local DASH 
route is a “loop-de-loop,” 
Klipp said. It wastes time.” 

Mooney said he receives 
similar comments from lo-
cal residents that the Silver 
Lake DASH could be better. 
He said the neighborhood 
has been pushing for a better 
DASH for 10 years. 

Both councilors say city of-
ficials say they’d like to expand 

DASH in the area, but because 
of current ridership figures, do-
ing so is not a priority.  

“We’re way down on the to-
tem pole,” Mooney said. “They 
say, ‘It’s not feasible. It would 
not make a lot of sense.’” 

But according to Klipp 
the low ridership numbers 
are because the current route, 
doesn’t live up to potential. 

If he could map it, DASH 
would run to the observatory 
daily and also hit destinations 
such as John Marshall High 
School and Silver Lake gro-
cery stores Gelson’s and Trad-
er Joe’s.   

“You just have to ask,” 
Klipp said, “’What makes 
good sense?’” 

But desirable destina-
tions aren’t all that is needed, 
according to the Los Ange-
les Dept. of Transportation’s 

(LADOT) Phil Aker. 
“Money,” he said, is why 

he bus line can’t be extended. 
A city agency, DASH 

services are funded mostly by 
sales tax revenue, making its 
reach dependent on the state 
of the economy. 

Metro bus lines are fund-
ed by the county and are in-
tended for longer commutes 
and rides along major city 
thoroughfares. A ticket is 
$1.50.

DASH lines are like a lo-
cal shuttle for popular areas 
and fares are only 50 cents. 

According to the 
LADOT, the agency will con-
tinue to take feedback from lo-
cal stakeholders via neighbor-
hood councils. Additionally 
an analysis on bus ridership 
by an outside consultant is ex-
pected at the end of the year.

[BuY LOCAL]

Delicious Pick-up Fixin’s For 
Hollywood Bowl Summer Dining
By Kathy A. McDonald, Ledger Columnist

Hollywood Bowl season 
is also picnic season. A dinner 
outdoors at one of the Bowl’s 
many picnic areas (recently 
outfitted with new furniture), 
in your seat or box, is decid-
edly one of Los Angeles’ sum-
mer highlights. 

Local restaurants get into 
the act too, via to-go dinners. 
For most shows, the Bowl al-
lows outside beer and wine—
ask for a perfect pairing at 
Silverlake Wine or Bar Covell, 
where staff will gladly offer 
suggestions. 

The Deli at Little Dom’s
Do-it-yourself, choosing from 
sliced meats and cheeses or or-
der up to-go sandwiches and 
salads from the Italian-meets-
New Orleans specialties at the 
Deli at Little Dom’s (open 7 
a.m. to 6 p.m. daily).  

Among the plentiful op-
tions are the grilled shrimp with 
Romesco and chopped spinach 
salad; the savory meatball and 
provolone sandwich and starters 
like the house-pickled peppers 
and green tomatoes. 

For a taste of New Or-
leans, try the Muffaletta sand-
wich, a hearty piling of ham, 
soprresatta, provolone, olive 
tapenade and mortadella.  
2128 Hillhurst Ave. 
Deli: (323) 661-0088, 
littledoms.com/deli

Forage
Plates to go—one protein and 
two sides or three sides—are 
the most popular option for 
take-away dining at Forage. 

While the selections 
change seasonally, the qui-
noa salad—a mix of quinoa, 
arugula, fava beans and wal-
nuts—and roasted summer 
squash and Fattoush salad 

transport well, as do the house 
made desserts like the brown 
butter bar topped with sea-
sonal fruit, the walnut brown-
ies and fruit-and-cream filled 
shortcake. Note that Forage 
closes between 4 p.m. and 
5:30 p.m., so plan accordingly.
3823 W. Sunset Blvd., 
(323) 663-6885, foragela.com

Messhall Kitchen
Order ahead from Messhall 
Kitchen where sandwiches and 
salads are creatively packaged. 

Choices include the clas-
sic Mr. Cobb with chopped 
iceberg, chicken, avocado and 
other fixings. Or consider the 
pulled pork and fried chicken 
sandwiches served on brioche 
buns. The crowd-pleasing 
Derby Club features house-
smoked turkey.

Be sure to leave room for 
one of the restaurant’s deca-
dent pie slices like Key Lime, 
coconut or Nutella and choco-
late pecan.
4500 Los Feliz Blvd., 
(323) 660-6377, 
messhallkitchen.com

The Oaks Gourmet
Order by 1 p.m. on the day of 
the show for one of The Oaks 
Gourmet’s  custom Hollywood 
Bowl reusable picnic baskets. 

Baskets come with nap-
kins, utensils and shatterproof 
‘govino’ wine glasses and a se-
lection of sides and cold sand-
wiches (roast pork banh mi 
and chicken picatta are sum-
mer faves). 

Baskets range from $40 
to $110. Reuse the basket for 
another picnic and it’s 10% off 
the package.
1915 North Bronson Ave., 
(323) 871-8894, 
theoaksgourmet.com

LFNC councilor Luke Klipp has been instrumen-
tal in having the difficult-to-navigate six-point 
intersection studied for improvement.  
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[OuR BREAD & BuTTER] 

La Pergoletta: A Village Ristorante Warms the Hearts 
of Los Feliz
By Kimberly Gomez, Ledger Columnist

LOS FELIZ—It’s 10:30 a.m. 
and Paolo Seganti has front-
loaded his day with breakfast 
and carting his kids to school. 
He’s just come back from hag-
gling with vegetable and flow-
er vendors downtown, where 
he shops regularly for his res-
taurant, La Pergoletta. He has 
time for a cappuccino before 
firing up the kitchen.

Seganti’s eyes smile 
through exhaustion as he re-
calls the past eight months 
since he and his wife, Car-
lotta, opened La Pergoletta 
in one of Hillhurst’s coziest 
mini-malls. 

Business is good and he 
and his staff of eight—plus 
Carlotta when she’s not wran-
gling their five kids at home—
have worked out a manageable 

schedule. He’s backed by his 
brother, Elia, who has a string 
of successful La Pergolettas 
in Brazil. Here in Los Feliz, 
Seganti’s restaurant feels as if 
he has welcomed you into his 
own Italian home. 

It’s hard to catch Segan-
ti’s accent unless he’s talking 
about his food. Words, like 
“spaghetti,” slow down as his 
tongue grabs onto the conso-
nants. He says he grew up in 
Modena, Italy, home to bal-
samic vinegar and Ferraris and 
where much of his culinary in-
spiration was born. 

“My Lasagne Bolognese is 
second to none,” says Seganti. 

“When I make my food it’s 
true to tradition.” 

Seganti’s hearty dishes ap-
proach perfection. You’ve nev-
er had a meatball before you’ve 

tasted La Pergoletta’s. And 
then there are his 24 sauces, to 
match with hand-made pastas, 
which will leave your palette 
spinning in a gastronomic 
wonderland.  Of course, there 
are specials and delicate des-
serts just like his mother used 
to make.

An actor by trade, Seganti 
considers La Pergoletta an-
other chapter in his purpose-
ful life that’s included boxing, 
motorcycle racing and model-
ing for Chanel and Armani. 

Over the years, his suc-
cessful acting career—includ-
ing TV roles on soap operas, 
ER and CSI, and film roles in 

L.A. Confidential and Tea with 
Mussolini—kept him from his 
family. That all changed after 
Seganti and Carlotta rustled 
their family to Italy for some 
life-defining family time.

“It allowed me to relax 
around them,” Seganti said. “I 
spent two years with them in 
Italy, and I decided I can’t do 
without this anymore.”

Now back in Los Feliz, he 
works just a few blocks from 
his craftsman home, and is 
grateful that the neighbor-
hood’s discerning palates have 
welcomed La Pergoletta.

“I never waited a table in 
my life until I opened my own 
restaurant,” says Seganti. “I 
feel bad when there is a line, 
but it makes me feel good be-
cause if they are waiting, it 
means they like my food.”

Paolo Seganti at his restaurant, La Pergoletta. “When I make my food it’s true 
to tradition.”

Seganti’s hearty dishes approach 
perfection. You’ve never had a meatball 

before you’ve tasted La Pergoletta’s. 

“Doubtful” Accounts
Make for unsure BID Planning
By Julie Walmsley, Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELIZ—Local businesses 
have yet to receive their busi-
ness improvement district bill 
from the city due to a mix up 
between the Los Feliz Business 
Improvement District (LFV-
BID) and the Los Angeles 
City Clerk.  

The bills, usually sent 
from the City Clerk’s office 
in January, were delayed this 
year—according to the City 
Clerk’s Rosemary Hinkson, 
who oversees the local LFV-
BID—because of a delay cre-
ated when the LFVBID was 

slow to prepare for its annual 
Los Angeles City Council re-
newal and review in May.

But according to treasurer, 
Jessica Peart, the delay on the 
LFVBID’s part was because 
the organization had asked the 
city to make an allowance in 
this year’s LFVBID budget for 
“doubtful accounts.” 

The LFVBID, one of 39 
such business improvement 
districts throughout Los An-
geles, uses mandatory assess-

ments paid by Los Feliz busi-
nesses, to fund such things as 
street cleaning, tree trimming 
and marketing. 

Historically, the LFVBID 
has a number of businesses 
that are in arrears. Not hav-
ing all its funding, the LFV-
BID says it’s difficult to plan 
improvements for Los Fe-
liz Village, which has been its 
mandate since forming in De-
cember 1997. 

This year’s LFVBID bud-
get—which, along with the 
LFVBID’s annual renewal was 

passed by the Los Angeles City 
Council May 12th—is $83,750, 
but that assumes complete and 
timely payment by all local 
businesses. It’s an added prob-
lem, that this year’s bills haven’t 
even been sent out.

According to treasurer 
Peart, the LFVBID’s govern-
ing board plans ultimately to 
only use about 80% of this 
year’s budget, to compensate 
for the non-payments. The 

see BID page 13

Historically, the LFVBID has a number of 
businesses that are in arrears. Not having 

all its’ funding, the LFVBID says it’s dif-
ficult to plan improvements for Los Feliz 

Village, which has been its mandate since 
forming in December 1997. 
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Serving Lunch and Dinner!

Fresh, Handmade Pasta 
& Authentic Italian Sauces

Homebaked Focaccia, 
Italian Breads and Panini 
the way you want it

We use fresh ingredients 
and put love in every dish

New Italian Trattoria & Deli
1802 Hillhurst Ave. LA, CA 90027 

323-66 ITALY  |  323-664-8259
Lunch Hours - 11:30am-3pm

Dinner Hours: Tues-Thurs. & Sun. 6pm-10pm
Sat/Sun - 6pm - 11:30pm

Closed Monday
www.lapergoletta.com

Dine In • Take Out 
Delivery within a 2 mile radius!!

With Citibank Move
Will Community Space Be Gone?
By Ezekiel Hernandez, Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELIZ—At the red brick 
Citibank building on Hill-
hurst Avenue at Finley Street, 
community meetings have 
regularly been held for 20 years 
on the second floor. Now, with 
a shift in tenants looming, the 
future of the meeting space is 
uncertain.   

Due to a recent down-
size, as more banking is done 
online or via mobile apps, Ci-
tibank is moving its Los Fe-
liz branch to a smaller space 
currently under construction 
just down the road at Rus-
sell Street. A hearing regard-
ing the possible demolition 
of two homes near the site, 
to be used for bank parking, 
is scheduled for the the first 
week of June.

The bank declined to re-
new its 30-year lease of the 
building, which is owned 
by St. Mary of the Angels 
Church, located just behind 
the bank’s street front.     

The Los Feliz Improve-
ment Assoc. (LFIA), Los 
Feliz Neighborhood Coun-
cil (LFNC) and other local 
groups use the building’s up-
stairs often and the meeting 
space serves as a community 
engagement center for the 
Los Angeles Police Dept. 
Such arrangements have pre-
viously been made between 
Citibank and the local asso-
ciations.  

Now the fate of the meet-
ing space rests squarely on St. 
Mary’s church leaders, pend-
ing selection of a new tenant.  

Chris Laib, president of 
the LFIA, said he’s been at-
tending meetings at the loca-
tion for at least 15 years. 

According to Laib, urban 
legend has it that use by the 

neighborhood was a condition 
placed on the building prior to 
its construction.

“If they were going to 
build something that big,” 
Laib said, “that was the deal 
that was cut.”  

Those agreements, how-
ever, were made with a hand-
shake.

According to St. Mary’s 
church governing board mem-
ber Marilyn Bush, negotia-
tions are underway for a new 
lessee of the building. It re-
mains unclear what will hap-
pen to the upstairs commu-
nity room, she said. 

Bush is currently heav-
ily involved in negotiations 
between prospective tenants 
and the church. She said jug-
gling the partitioning of the 
space and the church’s fiscal 
needs has become a chal-
lenge. 

Citibank will move into 
the new smaller branch in Oc-
tober. According to Bush, the 
transition to a new tenant for 
the old Citibank location will 
likely be immediate. She said 
she would not rule out a sec-
ond lessee renting the second 
floor space. 

Anything other than that, 
she said, is “fiscally not re-
sponsible.” 

The building however, has 
one major deficiency.

“The parking is a touchy 
issue,” said Bush. “All kinds 
of businesses have looked at 
it: banking businesses, drug 
stores, another religious orga-
nization and other corporate 
needs.”

The church, she said, is 
not willing to announce who 
the new tenant is until a lease 
is finalized. 

Confusing Los Feliz Intersection under Study 
By Julie Walmsley, Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELIZ—The Los Fe-
liz Neighborhood Council 
(LFNC) is seeking the help of 
the Los Angeles City Council 
and the Dept. of Transporta-
tion with a troublesome local 
intersection. 

Most Los Feliz residents 
believe the hellish intersec-
tion—near the Vista Theatre 
and Vons where Hollywood 
and Sunset boulevards meet 
Hillhurst Avenue—needs to 
change, according to a survey 
and outreach conducted by 
the neighborhood council. 

According to survey re-
sults, 61% of bicyclists felt the 
intersection was “only a little 
safe,” while 88% have wit-
nessed confused motorists at 
the location. Pedestrians also 

reported it takes five minutes 
to cross the street at the loca-
tion, also called the “Six Point 
Intersection.” 

The LFNC will ask the 
area’s two city council repre-
sentatives, Tom LaBonge—or 
his replacement newly elected 
councilmember, David Ryu—
and Mitch O’Farrell, to seek 
analysis by the Dept. of Trans-
portation and to fund whatev-
er recommendations it makes. 

Other suggestions for ex-
ploration will be a roundabout 
to replace the intersection al-
together and the installation 
of a crosswalk on all or part of 
Sunset Drive.

The LFNC conducted its 
survey online beginning last 
October. Locals were eager to 

weigh in. The survey had 131 
respondents, a record, accord-
ing to Transportation Com-
mittee Chair Luke Klipp. 

The survey also revealed 
frustration with how the in-
tersection negatively impacts 
surrounding businesses. Re-
spondents said they avoid the 
location because of difficulty 
with parking and won’t pa-
tronize restaurants near it.

Ideas that received sup-
port from 80% or more of 
respondents included adding 
landscaping to empty tree 
wells, better synchronization 
of lights for pedestrian and 
clarifying car lanes better for 
motorists.

Madeline Brozen, assis-
see INTERSECTION page 7
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DIGITAL & OFFSET PRINTING
FULL COLOR / BLACK & WHITE

  Full Bindery / Large Format / Short or Long Run / Design Services

Large parking lot available for film crews

323.660.0100
1.800.MEDICUS
Fax 323.660.4388

info@medicusgc.com 
www.medicusgc.com

2030 Hyperion Blvd. L.A. CA 90027

Los Feliz / Silver Lake / Hollywood

Experienced file processing

POSTERS • BANNERS • STATIONARY • PERFECT BINDING • BROCHURES
BUS. CARDS – DOUBLE THICK, SILK LAMINATED, SPOT UV, FOIL
SHOW FLYERS • MENUS • BOOKS • FULL BINDERY
FEATHER FLAGS • LABELS • NCR • STAPLED/COIL BOUND BOOKLETS
TABLE RUNNERS • PROMO PRODUCTS • PORTFOLIO/CLASS PROJECTS

SLCC
Member to Member 
15% Discount

Mon - Fri 8 - 5 Since 1962

[CRIME BLOTTER]

There were 174 reported 
crimes from April 15th to May 
15th throughout the Los Fe-
liz Ledger’s readership areas, 
which include Los Feliz, Silver 
Lake, Echo Park, the Holly-
wood Hills and Atwater Vil-
lage. 

In summary, there were 
three rapes, 14 home burglar-
ies and eight robberies as well 
as 58 burglaries or thefts from 
a vehicle, 38 cases of non spe-
cific theft, 16 assaults, 15 cars 
stolen, 10 bicycles stolen and 
nine cases of shoplifting.

The area saw a decline in 
crimes for the reporting pe-
riod, when compared to the 
previous month. The data were 
compiled using the crime map-
ping system, COMPSTAT, by 
the Los Angeles Police Dept.

To see the full list of 
crimes, visit our website at los-
felizledger.com. 

Tire Slasher Returns After Three-Month Reprieve
By Julie Walmsley, Ledger Contributing Writer

SILVER LAKE—After a three-
month break, tire slashings are 
again plaguing the neighbor-
hood around Micheltorena 
Elementary School. And in 
this latest wave, differences be-
tween police and community 
accounts of the spree persist.

The problem, according to 
the Los Angeles Police Dept. 
(LAPD), is that the slashings 
are underreported because 
when victims find their tires 
punctured, they call a tow-
ing service and not the police. 
Without enough consistent 
formal reports, the police 
said they are unable to have a 
targeted patrol in the area to 
catch the perpetrator. 

According to LAPD Det. 
John Hovhanessian, the van-

dal is believed to be one per-
son striking intermittently. 

But residents in the area 
say they have shared a detailed 
chronology of slashings since 
late last year, along with three 
videos and a suspect’s name 
and general address, and still 
no arrests have been made. 

What residents want is a 
stakeout. 

“Patrolling a neighbor-
hood for someone who’s slash-
ing tires works only to the 
extent that driving around 
works to catch someone run-
ning red lights. You have to 
sit there, out of sight and wait 
and watch,” one local, who has 
had their tires slashed multiple 
times, said. 

The same resident said he 
hasn’t seen any police presence 
in the area during any time of 
the day or night or any signifi-
cant follow up by the LAPD.  

LAPD’s Hovhanessian, 
who is leading the investi-
gation into what now totals 
about 100 incidents since last 

October, said he disagrees. 
Hovhanessian said he 

has spoken with about two-
dozen victims, issued patrols, 
ordered stakeouts, explored 
theories and revisited evidence 
trying to find a pattern of the 
property crimes. 

He said he visited the home 
of one individual identified by 
neighbors as a possible suspect, 
but did not feel that it was the 
right person and lacking evi-
dence, could not make an arrest. 

“It just wasn’t the guy,” 
Hovhanessian said.

He said he has also inves-
tigated the possibility that the 
slashings are related to a “kick 
back” scheme between a gang 
of vandals and local towing 
and tire repair businesses. But 

that theory, he said, did not 
pan out. 

“People get their ideas 
about how the police work 
from television,” Hovhanes-
sian said. “We can’t just go 
around arresting people. We 
need hard evidence. We need 
a witness.”

Hovhanessian said videos 
he has seen were grainy, and 
though one shows a female 
approaching and leaving a car 
that was found to have its tire 
slashed the next day, he could 
not make out any of the wom-
an’s distinctive features. With-
out any clear video of her actu-
ally cutting the tire, the video, 
means nothing.

Another resident, who 
helped the neighborhood or-
ganize a chronology of the 
slashing compared to LAPD 
response, said they never re-
ceived a phone call from Hov-
hanessian or anyone else from 
the LAPD. 

That individual, also 
asked to remain anonymous 

for this article, but provided 
their contact information to 
the LAPD, along with the 
name of a possible  suspect at a 
community meeting about the 
slashings last February. 

Before this current round 
of vandalism started in early 
May, Hovhanessian said he 
hoped to have enough evi-
dence to ask the Los Angeles 
City Attorney’s office to pros-
ecute a felony, which requires 
evidence of over $5,000 in 
damage. Otherwise, the crime, 
he said, is a misdemeanor, and 
with crowded local jails, the 
perpetrator would be back on 
the street in days. 

Car tires slashed and 
stabbed between 2 a.m. and 
4:30 a.m. have been an inter-
mittent problem for the area 
since late 2013, with most in-
cidences occurring during the 
winter holiday season. 

Residents have found tire 
slashings on Effie Street and 
Maltman, Crestmont and 
Golden Gate avenues. 

Sometimes, they said, the 
tires are stabbed with a screw-
driver or an ice pick. Other 
times, they appear to be cut 
with a knife or saw. 

LAPD Detective John Hovhanessian, 
who is leading the investigation into what 
now totals about 100 incidents since last 

October, said he disagrees. 

tant director at the UCLA 
Lewis Center and the Institute 
of Transportation Studies, 
contributed to the neighbor-
hood council’s report. 

According to Brozen, suc-
cess is rated at that intersec-
tion based on the number of 
cars that go through it, which 
is the standard analysis mis-
take in Los Angeles. 

“We shouldn’t just think 
about cars,” she said. “It’s re-
ally a high transit area” of a 
number of different modes of 
transportation.

On weekdays, 40,000 to 
50,000 vehicles move through 
the intersection, but so do 
3,000 pedestrians and 400 bi-
cyclists.

No deadline has been 
established, but the LFNC’s 
Klipp said he believes it will 
take six to nine months to 
hear back on the issue from 
the city.

INTERSECTION from page 6
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[FATHER’S DAY]

Do Dad Right This Father’s Day 
Edited by Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer

Here are some fun ideas 
to celebrate dad this Father’s 
Day. All dates are the big day, 
June 21st, unless otherwise 
specified. 

Racing at Santa Anita: 
This Father’s Day, Santa 
Anita plays host to two 
major races, the Santa 
Anita Juvenile and the 
Landaluce Stakes. Kids 
can play in the family 
fun zone while dads can 
sneak off to the Bud Light 
Lounge where they can 
enjoy discounted drinks, 
an all you can eat buffet 
and TV screens where 
they can watch the races 
and midseason baseball 
action. $5, general 
admission; $25, Bud 
Light Lounge admission 
(includes general 
admission). Santa Anita 
Park, first post at 12:30 
p.m. 285 W Huntington 
Drive, Arcadia. 
Info: santaanita.com

Dodgers Vs. Giants: The 
Dodgers take on their 
loathsome rivals from 
the north. All dads in 
attendance will receive a 
special Father’s Day BBQ 
set. Additionally, dads 
can wear their children 
out before heading back 
home, as the Dodgers 
are letting kids run the 
bases after the game 
ends. Tickets start at $30. 
Dodger Stadium, Game 
time: TBA. 1000 Elysian 
Park Ave. Information: 
dodgers.com

Rodeo Drive Concours 
d’Elegance: Every year, 
Beverly Hills marks 
Father’s Day with a grand 
display of classic cars 
and vehicles on Southern 
California’s most famous 
boulevard. Last year’s 
Concours even featured 
a full sized Learjet! Free. 
Rodeo Drive, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Information: 
concoursdelegance.
rodeodrive-bh.com

Angel City Brewery: In 
addition to their weekly 
Sunday crafts bazaar, 
the Arts District brewery 
will be hosting a Father’s 
Day food truck and music 
festival. Free. Angel 
City Brewery, 12:00 p.m. 
to 8:00 p.m. 216 South 
Alameda St. Information: 
angelcitybrewery.com

Pasadena Chalk Festival: 
A Father’s Day Weekend 
tradition for 23 years, 
the sidewalks near the 
Paseo Colorado will be 
transformed into art by 
some of the world’s best 
chalk artists. Past years 
have featured chalk work 
that’s humorous, beautiful 
and even photorealistic. 
Free. Around the Paseo 
Colorado Sat. June 20th 
to Sun. June 21st, 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. 280 E Colorado 
Blvd, Pasadena. Info: 
pasadenachalkfestival.
com

Dress up Daddy: The 
Zimmer Children’s 
Museum is letting kids 
have fun on Father’s 
Day by giving their 
paterfamilias a new 
wardrobe. Kids will get to 
decorate bow ties, hats 
and other accessories 
that will make a great 
gift for dad. Free. Zimmer 
Children’s Museum 2 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. 6505 Wilshire 
Blvd., #100. Information: 
(323) 761-8984, 
zimmermuseum.org

Father’s Day Brunch: 
The Autry celebrates 
with a special frontier 
brunch, featuring hearty 
western fare like baby-
back ribs and chicken 
sausage. Additionally, 
families can pan for 
gold and hear music 
at the Western Music 
Association Showcase. 
Tickets to the Western 
Music Association 
Showcase is free with 
museum admission. 
The Autry National 
Center of the American 
West, Brunch: 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m.; Western Music 
Association Showcase: 
12 p.m. to 3 p.m. 4700 
Western Heritage Way. 
Information: theautry.org

Battleship Brews ‘N’ BBQ: 
Travel down to San Pedro 
for a barbecue unlike 
any other. Treat dad to 
burgers, craft beer and a 
live jazz band on an actual 
battleship! Best of all, on 
Father’s Day, dads get in 
for the price of a child’s 
ticket. uSS Iowa, 12 p.m. 
250 S. Harbor Blvd., San 
Pedro. Info: (877) 446-9261, 
pacificbattleship.com
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[ASSEMBLYMEMBER GATTO]

Making Life Easier for Middle Class Seniors
By California State Assemblymember Mike Gatto

  Passing our 
b e l o n g i n g s 
to our loved 

ones is often our final gift, 
and final expression of love for 
them.  And even though fam-
ily members can easily deed 
a house to a loved one while 
alive, California provides no 
easy way to do so upon death. 

Government should not 
add on to the headache and 
hardship caused by the death 
of a family member.  That’s 
why I’ve introduced legislation 
to create a “Revocable Trans-
fer on Death (TOD) Deed” in 
California, allowing a home-
owner to specify whom their 
house should be deeded when 
they pass away.  

Just like a person can des-
ignate a bank account to go to 
a loved one upon death, AB 
139 will help families avoid 
the ridiculously high fees and 
time-consuming bureaucracy 
of probate, relieve California’s 
already overburdened court 
system, and most importantly, 
give families greater peace of 
mind. 

The legislation comes after 
a recommendation by the Cali-
fornia Law Revision Commis-

sion that the Legislature look 
to the experiences of the more 
than 20 other states that pro-
vide this streamlined option for 
those making estate plans. 

I believe that one of the 
primary roles of the Legisla-
ture should be to make life 
easier for the average Califor-
nian. By helping Californians 
avoid government bureaucracy 
and probate fees, AB 139 will 

do just that. It is illogical and 
unfair to force hardworking, 
middle-class Californians into 
probate to leave their house to 
a loved one. 

I am committed to pro-
tecting our families and com-
munities from unnecessary 
hassle, expense and bureau-
cracy. If you have ideas for ad-
ditional legislation or events 
on this topic, or if you are in 

need of assistance with a state 
or local agency, please contact 
my district office at (818) 558-
3043.  My staff and I will be 
happy to assist you. 

Also, please make sure 
your voice is heard in our gov-
ernment.   If you or someone 
you know is not registered to 
vote, you can now do so on-
line, by visiting registertovote.
ca.gov

Mike Gatto is the Chair-
man of the Privacy and Consum-
er Protection Committee and the 
longest-serving current member 
of the State Assembly.  He repre-
sents Burbank, Glendale, La Ca-
ñada Flintridge, La Crescenta, 
Montrose, and the Los Angeles 
neighborhoods of Atwater Vil-
lage, East Hollywood, Franklin 
Hills, Hollywood Hills, Los Feliz 
and Silver Lake.  

[REPRESENTATIVE SCHIFF]

Preserving Open Space in 
the Rim of the Valley
By u.S. Congressmember Adam Schiff

Los Angeles 
is one of the rarest of  the big 
cities in America, with mil-
lions of people living in close 
proximity to nature. We have 
mountain lions like P-22, who 
visit Griffith Park and bears 
that eat the meatballs  right 
out of your garage refrigerator. 
The Santa Monica Mountains 
National Recreation Area  is 
part of the very fabric of Los 
Angeles.

We now have a draft rec-
ommendation from the Na-
tional Park Service to signifi-
cantly expand  this recreation 
area. This is an important 
milestone in the decade-long 
effort to preserve open space 
and connect urban popula-
tions to nature. If we don’t act 
now to maintain these wildlife 
corridors  and open spaces for 
us to enjoy  they will be gone 
for good, and with them, some 
of what we love about Los An-
geles.

Back in 2003, I introduced 
legislation along with Sena-
tor Dianne Feinstein which 
directed the National Park 

Service to conduct a special 
resource study to determine 
if the  Santa Monica Moun-
tains National Recreation 
Area  (SMMNRA)  should be 
expanded to include the Rim 
of the Valley Corridor – a 
vast  area stretching from the 
existing park through the Simi 
Hills and Santa Susannas, the 
Verdugos, and on to the San 
Gabriel Mountains.

In April,  the park service 
released its draft report, which 
included  four  alternatives for 
how the federal government 
can best provide assistance to 
the Rim of the Valley study 
area. 

The first is the “no action” 
alternative, where the park 
service would not have any ad-
ditional authority. The second, 
Alternative B, would autho-
rize the park service to pro-
vide assistance to areas within 
the study area but would not 
expand the boundary of the 
SMMNRA. Alternatives C 

and D would expand the 
boundary to enable the park 
service to utilize its full range 
of tools in order to assist local 
land managers in preserving 
open space.

In their draft report, the 
park service indicated that 
they supported more than 
doubling the size of the exist-
ing park—Alternative C—but 
not the even more expansive 
option, Alternative D.  

I was pleased to see that 
the park service recommended 
such a substantial enlargement 
of the existing recreation area. 
However, I was disappointed 
that it did not embrace Al-
ternative D,  which  includes 
all land within Alternative C 
along with some additional 
land in the western portion of 
the study area that may be es-
sential to the wildlife corridors 
connecting the study area to 
the Los Padres National Forest 
and the upper portion of the 
Angeles National Forest. 

Any boundary expansion 
would authorize the park 
service to become a partner 

in the management of the 
land, provide technical assis-
tance and expend funds on 
resource protection, visitor 
services and land acquisition 
from willing sellers. Impor-
tantly, there is no eminent 
domain aspect in any of the 
recommendations.

This is a critical period 
in the process for residents 
in the 28th  District and  the 
entire Los Angeles area as we 
have the unique opportunity 
to take part in preserving open 
space and ecosystems for  our 
community  to enjoy for gen-
erations to come. 

You can find the informa-
tion and comment at the park 
service website nps.gov/pwro/
rimofthevalley. They will con-
sider all input submitted dur-
ing the comment period and 
will adjust their final recom-
mendation accordingly. 

 Please join me in advocat-
ing for the protection of our 
natural surroundings.

This is an important milestone in the 
decade-long effort to preserve open 

space and connect urban populations to 
nature. If we don’t act now to maintain 

these wildlife corridors and open spaces 
for us to enjoy they will be gone for good, 

and with them, some of what we love 
about Los Angeles.

Just like a person can designate a bank account 
to go to a loved one upon death, AB 139 will 

help families avoid the ridiculously high fees 
and time-consuming bureaucracy of probate, 

relieve California’s already overburdened court 
system, and most importantly, give families 

greater peace of mind. 
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St. Mary of the Angels

Sunday Summer Service Schedule

8:00 am Low Mass   10:00 am Solemn Mass

“Hollywood’s Little Church Around the Corner”

4510 Finley Avenue     Los Feliz Village

(323)660-2700       www.stmaryoftheangels.org

[KEEN TO BE GREEN]

To Soak or Rinse?
By Meher McArthur, Ledger Columnist

With Califor-
nia now in its 

fourth year of drought, we all 
have to be more mindful about 
conserving water by minimiz-
ing its use in the garden, using 
water-efficient washing ma-
chines and dishwashers and 
turning off taps while brush-
ing our teeth. But, we still need 
to stay clean, during these dry 
times, so that can be hard as 
nearly everyone bathes daily. 

So which is better: a shower 
or a bath for water conservation? 

According to the Los An-
geles Dept. of Water and Pow-
er, a typical shower uses 2.5 
gallons of water per minute, 
so we should keep our show-
ers brief. We can also switch 
to WaterSense showerheads, 
which reduces water usage 
even more. In general, a five-

minute shower with Water-
Sense uses 10 gallons of water. 

Whatever showerhead you 
use, consider collecting some 
water used when the shower’s 
warming up for your garden. 
I get about a gallon of water 
from my shower for the garden 
each day. 

A bath uses much more 
water. The average tub holds 
36 gallons, but most of us only 
fill it halfway. A daily bath 
sends two or three times as 
much water down the drain as 
a shower. So, unless we’re pre-
pared to schlep buckets of used 
bath water out into the garden 
afterward—thus defeating the 
purpose of a nice, relaxing 
bath—baths should really be 
special treats or for particu-
larly achy days, at least until it 
starts to rain hard again. 

[MINIMuM WAGE INCREASE]

Atwater Chamber President Fears Customer Loss to Glendale
By Bridgette Webb, Ledger Contributing Writer 

ATWATER VILLAGE—Andy 
Hasroun, owner of 55 De-
gree Wine and president of 
the Atwater Village Chamber 
of Commerce, said he’s not in 
favor of the current minimum 
wage ordinance passed May 
19th by the Los Angeles City 

Council but advocates, 
instead, for a statewide 
minimum wage.

“Otherwise it leaves 
all small businesses in Los 
Angeles at a disadvan-
tage against competitors 
in neighboring cities,” he 
said.

According to 
Hasroun, many businesses 
will have to pass the extra 
cost of the wage increase, 
which will rise incremen-
tally until 2020 when it 
will be $15.25, on to cus-

tomers to say afloat. 
Hasroun said local 

businesses face losing custom-
ers specifically to nearby Glen-
dale, which has the statewide 
minimum wage of $9.

“If you have two stores 
within minutes from one an-
other, one with goods that are 
$5 to $10 cheaper than the 

other, which one would you 
go to?” Hasroun said.

The city council voted 
14-1 to raise the wage which 
is estimated to impact an es-
timated 800,000 Angelenos 
who currently work at $9 an 
hour or below. 

The vote punctuated 
months of discussion where 
those for and against the in-
crease spoke emotionally at 
hearings throughout Los An-
geles.

While many workers 
throughout Los Angeles are cel-
ebrating, many local business 
owners, like Hasroun, are not. 

Some, who made public 
comment before city council-
members at City Hall, warned 

they might have to close down 
if the wage were increased.

Councilmember Mitchell 
Englander representing Dis-
trict 12, the sole dissenting 
councilmember, said in a press 
release after the vote he is wor-
ried about the raise’s potential 
adverse affects.

“There is no question in my 
mind that better pay for work-
ers would provide myriad ben-
efits,” he said. “I am not, how-
ever, convinced that a unilateral 
minimum wage increase serves 
the intended purpose and may, 
worse, have unintended conse-
quences such as job loss, reduc-
tion in working hours, or make 
it impossible for entire indus-
tries to do business in the city of 

Los Angeles.”
Some councilmembers 

spoke to the complexity of 
such sweeping change and ta-
bled for further review—until 
late June—program exemp-
tions, tip provisions, add on 
services charges for consumers 
and employee paid sick leave. 

Many councilmembers said 
at the hearing the vote was not 
easy, but it was necessary. 

“We are trying to hit the 
sweet spot between helping 
workers and not putting oth-
ers out of business,” said coun-
cilmember Paul Koretz.

After review, some or all 
of those issues tabled for fur-
ther review may be added to 
the ordinance as amendments.

Hollywood Sign Run Set for 
June 13th

The 2nd annual “Holly-
wood Sign Run,” organized 
by the Hollywood Wilshire 
YMCA, is June 13th. 

The run starts at the Old 
Zoo in Griffith Park and con-
cludes at the iconic Hollywood 
Sign in Beachwood Canyon. 
Participants can either walk or 
run during the event, which 
starts at 9 a.m.

Register for one of three 
different skill levels: an 
8-mile run, a 5K trail run or 
a 1-mile family walk. There 

will also be a post event festi-
val with games and activities 
for children and an awards 
ceremony. All participants 
will receive a t-shirt, medal 
and goodie bag. 

Register online at face-
b o o k . c o m / H o l l y w o o d -
WilshireYMCA by June 10th.  
Prices range from $20 to $55 
or day of, $25 to $65. Proceeds 
will benefit the YMCA’s pro-
grams for children, families 
and seniors. 

Andy Hasroun
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 [HOuSE AND HOLMES]

The Case of the Dead 
Doorbell 
By Rob Loos, Ledger Columnist

My wife and 
I have lived in 

houses that were built in 1918, 
1920 and currently a 1926 du-
plex. We love the tradition of 
these abodes, but every time 
something goes “wrong,” we 
are flummoxed by finding a 
modern solution for a problem 
that existed when our grand-
parents were kids. 

I have no training in 
house repairs, which is why I 
call on my friend Dave, who 
knows everything I don’t. This 
month’s adventure:

Everybody has a doorbell 
right? 

Not me. For a long time, 
my wife and I have lived with 
the welcome “knock” on the 
front door from Eric the mail 
carrier, John the UPS guy, and 
hundreds of un-named FedEx 

folks. (Wait a sec. Why are 
we getting all of these pack-
ages? Another mystery to be 
solved!). 

On the wall next to our 
front door, there’s a metal 
French fleur-de-lis with a 
small beige button. Once, 
the button activated an old 
schoolbell on the kitchen 
wall. But over the years, the 
bell lost its casing, so there it 
hangs exposed and useless–
with a clapper, dangling coils 
and lots of other random 
wires exposed. 

One of those wires prob-
ably leads to a power source, 
I think to myself. So, I take 
this cool little screwdriver 
I have that lights up if it 
touches a “live” electrical 
wire and test it. Dead as a 

Busy March Shows Local Median Prices up
By Allison B. Cohen

The number of homes 
sold in Southern California 
in March increased sharply 
compared to February as well 
as year over year, for the first 
time in three months.

Still, the number of homes 
sold in Southern California was 
18.2% below the March aver-
age, dating to 1988. For the re-
cord, March sales have ranged 
from a low of 12,808 in 2008 to 
a high of 37,030 in 2004.

The homes that are sell-
ing are those priced over 
$500,000. In March, that cat-
egory rose 14.4% compared 
to last year and accounted for 
38% of all sales, the highest 
level since December 2007.

“A surge in home sales be-
tween February and March is 
normal,” said Andrew LePage, 
an analyst with CoreLogic, 
a real estate reporting firm, 
“given a lot of buyers and sell-

ers return to the market in late 
winter, resulting in more deals 
being closed in March.”

Additionally, according to 
CoreLogic, the median home 
price for Southern California 
sales was the highest in more 
than seven years with a 6.3% 
increase. 

In Los Angeles, March 
sales were 12. 5% higher 
than a year ago and the me-
dian price increased 9.5% to 
$476,500.

Locally, all Los Feliz Led-
ger neighborhoods saw a flurry 
of activity in March with 75 
single-family homes closing 
escrow and double digit sin-
gle-family home median price 
gains everywhere but Silver 
Lake. Condo sales and prices 
were widely mixed where data 
was available. 

The Hollywood Hills had 
the most activity with 25 homes 

closing escrow at a median price 
of $1.2 million, a 19% increase 
from March 2014. Meanwhile, 
the price paid in the Hills for a 
condo slipped in March 33% 
to $378,000 but that could be 
due to only four condos closing 
escrow. 

Los Feliz had fewer homes 
sell, 16, but had a higher me-
dian price gain of 24.7% to 
$1.3 million.  Notable in the 
90027 zip code, was the me-
dian price paid in March for 
a condo: $604,000, up 37.9% 
compared to last year. 

Echo Park saw 17 homes 
sell at a median price of 
$740,000, up 10.4% com-
pared to March 2014. 

Sales numbers for 90039, 
Silver Lake, were also strong 
at 17 single family homes sold 
in March, but only at a 9% 
median price gain, $730,000, 
compared to last year. see DOORBELL page 13
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GLASSELL PARK | 2429 Hines Drive | New Listing
web: 0286075 | $799,000
View home in the Hills w/pool. 3bd with an ad-
ditional media room with bath. Direct access to 
the yard with gazebo/covered patio and BBQ. 
Manvel Tabakian | Nadia DeWinter 323.376.2222

ANGELINO HEIGHTS | 1443 Bellevue Avenue
web: 0286118 | $749,000
Gorgeous, large 4bd + den Craftsman featuring 
wood trim and built-ins with leaded glass. A true 
character home and prime Echo Park location.
Gail Crosby | Ellen Philips 323.428.2864

HIGHLAND PARK | 4870 Stratford Road | In Escrow
web: 0286107 | $597,000
2bd/2ba Spanish Bungalow redone in Highland 
Park’s finest pocket. Picturesque street with 
rows of liquidamber and with a drive-on lot.
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

LOS FELIZ | 2450 Catalina Street
web: 0286107 | $9,000/month
This 7 bedroom, 5 bath contemporary get-away 
has 180 degree unbelievable views of downtown, 
Palos Verdes and a glint of the ocean.
Rosemary Low 323.363.0381

LOS FELIZ | 2580Nottingham.com
web: 0285967 | $4,747,000
5bd/7ba Incomparable Landmark Italianate 
Masterpiece c. 1924 by Architect WC Tanner. 
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

LOS FELIZ | 5505 Tuxedo Terrace 
web: 0286071 | $2,895,000
CA design, this exceptional retreat has: a pool, 
view, & all on 1 level of a single-story modern hm.
Rob Kallick  323.775.6305

SILVER LAKE | 1121 N. Coronado Street 
web: 0286129 | $1,788,000    
The perfect 4 units, with 2- 1 bed, 1 ba units 
rented @ $2075 ea. And 2 available. All units w/
new kit, baths, hdwd floors, floors,  private yards. 
Rosemary Low 323.363.0381

LOS FELIZ | 2300 Canyon Drive | New Listing
web: 0308346 | $1,675,000
Modern Contemporary designed by Landworth 
& DeBolske AIA. Huge 13,339 square foot lot 
situated at the foot of the Los Feliz Oaks.
Jeffrey Young 213.819.9630

HOLLYWOOD HILLS EAST | 6319 Heather | SOLD 
Listed at $1,595,000
Modernist Hollywoodland 3bd/4ba stylishly up-
dated & meticulously maintained. Treetop & city 
views, pool/spa with outdoor entertaining.
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

SILVER LAKE | 2115 Panorama Terrace | SOLD
Listed at $ $1,289,000
This Spanish 1927, 3bd/2.5ba home has gleam-
ing hardwood floors, a big bay window in the 
living room, formal dining room, and terrace.
Rosemary Low 323.363.0381

SILVER LAKE | 2415 Panorama Terrace | SOLD
Listed at $1,215,000
Traditional, 3bd/1.5ba + library / den. Large 
street to street lot with Observatory views, a 
newer kitchen and a built in breakfast nook.
Jeffrey Young 213.819.9630

SILVER LAKE | 3607 Carnation Avenue 
web: 0286150 | $1,188,800
Totally charming 2 bedroom, 2 bath + man cave 
stunning home, with seperate master suite, 180 
degree unbelievable views, decks,  & 2 fireplaces.
Rosemary Low 323.363.0381

LOS FELIZ | 2001 New Hampshire Avenue | SOLD
Listed at $1,149,000
Charming Spanish 4 bedroom Bungalow with 
pool and spa conveniently located in Franklin 
Square. Close to Los Feliz village.
Manvel Tabakian | Nadia DeWinter 323.376.2222

SILVER LAKE | 2345 Lake View Ave. 
web: 0286144 | $975,000
Spanish circa 1926. Move right in to this lovely 
3bd/2ba home with original details and thoughtful 
updates on a great stretch of Lake View Avenue.
Rob Kallick  323.775.6305

MALIBU | 2002 Corral Canyon Road | 3bd/2.5ba + loft space | web: 0286190 | $1,299,000
This newly-built Sunia Homes architectural has stunning mountain and canyon views from all rooms
Dan Ortega 323.839.3936

LOS FELIZ | 2601 Green Oak Place | New Listing
web: 0308334 | $1,950,000
Prime location on a 1/2 acre lot that sits on its own 
knoll, at the end of a cul de sac with 180 views.
Jeffrey Young 213.819.9630 

LOS FELIZ  | 2308Nottingham.com
web: 0286110 | $3,777,000 
Extraordinary Cote D’Azur Mediterranean c. 
1923 tour de force restoration 5bd/5ba. 
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725
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doornail—or in this case a 
doorbell.  

How was the power sup-
posed to get all the way from 
the front door, through the 
house, to the kitchen anyway? 
I follow the wire into the wall 
and decide it must go under 
the house, through the crawl-
space, and back to the kitch-
en. But I’m not going in that 
crawlspace! I’ll be gnawed by 
rodents … attacked by snakes 
… or at least I’ll get really 
dirty.

So, I call my friend Dave. 
He can look at a doorbell and 
probably get it to ring with his 
charm alone. He’s one of those 
super-handsome guys with the 
stubble that somehow makes 
him look really cool (on me, I 
look like a guy who forgot to 
shave).

Dave comes over, stares at 
the clapper, the button, and 
then, gives me my choices: 
(1) move (2) replace the front 
door bell (3) replace the back-
door bell.  

“What?” I say. I have a 
back doorbell?

 Dave locates the “bells” 
for the front door, which are 
in a dark corner of our vaulted 
entryway. (I feel really dense 
for never noticing that beige 
plastic box before.) He then 

barks out: “Four AA batter-
ies.” I provide them and sud-
denly, we have a doorbell 
(vintage 1978) that not only 
chimes “Greensleeves,” but 
also “Dixie Land” and  “La 
Marseillaise.” 

The bell in the kitchen, 
Dave tells me, is attached 
to the backdoor bell. Previ-
ously unnoticed, I discover 
there’s another button for a 
doorbell that was once used 
as a “service” doorbell for the 
live-in help. (Needless to say, 
we don’t have live-in help, 
except for our children who 
only “help” us empty the 
fridge).

As Dave heads for his cool 
Houck construction truck, he 
asks me a probing question: 
“Does anyone ever come to 
your back door?” 

Nope, I reply. Then his 
sage advice wins out. 

“I’d take out the [back] 
doorbell.”

 Another mystery solved 
and I’m only out four bat-
teries. 

Let us know what mys-
teries abound at your old 
house. Email Rob at house-
andholmes@losfelizledger.
com. Rob, along with his 
handsome sidekick Dave, 
will set out to solve them. 

DOORBELL from page 11

board additionally has to set 
aside a portion of its budget—
in this case 6%—to pay the 
city to manage collections. 

Though technically no 
businesses are late on assess-
ments this year, as they’ve not 
been mailed yet, the city, ac-
cording to some, is actually not 
doing its part for collecting on 
outstanding payments at all.

David Goodman, owner 
of Box Brothers on Hillhurst 
Avenue, said collecting money 
should not be that difficult for 
the city. 

“They have a system to 
issue parking tickets up and 
down Hillhurst [Avenue] and 
have no problem collecting on 
that,” he said. “If you’re late, 
fees go up. And then they hold 
your [car] registration [at the 
DMV]. But somehow they 
can’t do it for businesses.” 

Some business owners, 
like Goodman, said the issue 
of nonpayment comes up as 
some business owners say they 
shouldn’t have to pay the fee at 
all. 

Goodman said he believes 
parking meter revenue, in-
stead, should fund the LFV-
BID’s work.

 “My gripe is mainly with 
the city,” Goodman said. 
“They’re really just transfer-

ring responsibility [for gov-
ernance], like they do with 
neighborhood councils. [The 
LFVBID is] managed by the 
city, but the city is actually not 
responsible.”

Still others say they don’t 
pay the bill because they don’t 
understand what it is for.

When Karla Trujillo 
bought Grey Goose Framing 
in 2009, she jumped in to a 
hectic business owner’s life, 
managing two locations of a 
consistently busy framing ser-
vice and retailer. 

Between her Hillhurst 
and LaBrea avenue locations, 
she hasn’t had time to under-
stand what the Los Angeles 
City Clerk’s bills for an “im-
provement district” are about, 
and because she has no time to 
get involved, she said, she sees 
no sense in paying. 

“I don’t participate so why 
am I going to pay for some-
thing that I’m not going to get 
into?” Trujillo asked. 

At a recent meeting of the 
LFVBID meeting, its govern-
ing board members decided, 
however, they won’t deny ser-
vices to businesses that are de-
linquent with their payments. 

A planned walking map 
of Los Feliz Village will in-
clude those who haven’t paid. 
Next in the pipeline of LFV-

BID projects is a local dis-
count card. 

That forgiving attitude is 
extended when some board-
members visit delinquent busi-
nesses to check in. 

According to LFVBID 
boardmember Rafik Ghazar-
ian, many business owners are 
challenged by the economy 
and the day-to-day life of a 
business owner. 

“We’re not saying, ‘Hey, 
why don’t you pay?’” he said. 
“We’re trying to find a gentle 
way,” of reminding business 
owners. “Running a business 
is hard. It’s expensive.” 

At Cheech’s Pizza, also on 
Hillhurst Avenue, Alie Clarey 
is, like Karla Trujillo, adjust-
ing to the demands of business 
ownership. 

She took the popular 
pizza restaurant over from her 
father in 2012 and pays all 
the bills, including the assess-
ment bill that arrives from the 
City Clerk, without too much 
thought. 

Clarey does not partici-
pate in any LFVBID meet-
ings, events or marketing ini-
tiatives. 

During a recent Tuesday 
afternoon lull at the store, she 
said, “I don’t really understand 
the purpose. I’m busy running 
my own business.”

BID from page 5



#1 in sales on the Eastside and voted “The Best” in Silver Lake.
In the last 12 months we handled over 100 successful transactions in Los Feliz, Silver Lake, Echo Park, 

Highland Park, Mt. Washington, Eagle Rock and Atwater Village. That’s more than any other real estate 
team, and our results were better, too.  

tracy do real estate

 www.tracydo.com • 323.842.4001 • tracy@tracydo.com

RECENT SALES

839 E. Kensington Road, Angelino Hts
1530 Braeburn Road, Altadena
1315 Calumet Avenue, Angelino Hts
2703 W Bellevue Ave, Silver Lake
711 S Avenue 60, Highland Park
2210 E. Dudley Street, Pasadena
3145 Carlyle Street, Glassell Park
5656 Tuxedo Terrace, Hollywood Hills
1263 East Topeka Street, Pasadena
2985 Swan Place, Silver Lake
3106 Scotland Street, Silver Lake
1119 W. Kensington Rd, Angelino Hts
1243 Westerly Terrace, Silver Lake
847 Kodak Drive, Silver Lake
2052 Mayview Drive, Los Feliz
1196 Innes Avenue, Echo Park
1622 Griffith Park Blvd, Silver Lake
1926 Mayview Drive, Los Feliz
4969 Ambrose Ave., Los Feliz
1007 Laveta Terrace, Echo Park
4770 Glenalbyn Dr., Mt. Washington
4241 Gateway Avenue, Silver Lake
584 N. Calle Rolph, Palm Springs
5412 Kincheloe Drive, Eagle Rock
2765 Silver Lake Drive, Silver Lake
6021 Meridian Street, Highland Park
2153 Ewing Street, Echo Park
1448 Randall Ct, Mt. Washington
1911 Bellevue Avenue, Echo Park
331 & 327 Crane Blvd, Mt. Washington
1690 Las Flores, San Marino
1215 Stanley Avenue, Glendale
1231 Eagle Vista, Eagle Rock

 3165 & 3167 Cazador Street, Glassell Park
 3143 & 3145 Ettrick Street, Los Feliz
 1139 & 1145 Cole Avenue, Hollywood
 2318 Echo Park Avenue, Echo Park
 1748-50 Silver Lake Blvd, Silver Lake
 1500-1502 Murray Avenue, Silver Lake
 1456 Calumet Avenue, Echo Park
 2516 Elsinore Street, Silver Lake
 3520 Council Street, East Hollywood
 

 INCOME & COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES

 

LOFTS & CONDOS

1852 Deloz Avenue, Los Feliz
1132 Le Gray Avenue, Highland Park 
1010 Sycamore Ave.,103, S. Pasadena
1624 Allesandro Street, Silver Lake
12321 Ocean Park Blvd #4, West LA
444 Museum Drive, Mt. Washington
NELA Union, Glassell Park

FOR SALE

 4005 Monroe St., #4, #6, #7, #12, Silver Lake
 4111 Sunset Blvd., #233, Silver Lake 
 Barker Block, #401, Downtown LA 
 Barker Block, #418, Downtown LA
 645 9th Street, #339, Downtown LA
 420 San Pedro St., #612, Downtown LA 
 4321 Los Feliz Blvd, #101, Los Feliz
 Vineland Metro, North Hollywood
 1126 N. Central Ave., #308, Glendale
 709 Micheltorena Street, Silver Lake
 NELA Union, Glassell Park, Units 
 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22

 

Knowledge, service and dedication to getting you what you want. 
Go with who’s proven. Work with the best.

John Aaroe Group CalBRE #01350025

2765 West Silver Lake Dr., Silver Lake
2437 Meadow Valley Ter., Silver Lake
440 Canyon Vista, Mt. Washington
6618 Church Street, Highland Park
4164 West Avenue 41, Glassell Park
1113 Green Street, Glendale
1714 N. Benton Way, Silver Lake

1822 Lucile Avenue, Silver Lake
1901 Apex Avenue, Silver Lake
4033 Tracy Street, Los Feliz
4860 Wicopee Street, Eagle Rock
3353 Jeffries Avenue, Cypress Park
2318 Lyric Avenue, Los Feliz
6222 Bertha Street, Highland Park
1718 N. Occidental Blvd., Silver Lake
4911 Malta Street, Highland Park 
2445 Riverside Place, Silver Lake
3145 Atwater Avenue, Atwater Village
2862 Palmer Drive, Eagle Rock
1312 El Paso Drive, Glassell Park
5715 Briarcliff Road, Los Feliz
1444 Murray Drive, Silver Lake
1428 Laveta Terrace, Echo Park
1933 Redcliff Street, Silver Lake
1913 Wollam Street, Mt Washington
4909 La Roda Avenue, Eagle Rock
4848 Algoma Drive, Eagle Rock
3933 Clayton Avenue, Los Feliz

SINGLE FAMILY HOMES

tracy do real estate
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Our Mother of Good Counsel Break-In Leaves Classroom Damaged, Parishioners Shaken
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELIZ—Our Mother of 
Good Counsel’s Transitional 
Kindergarten classroom was 
vandalized shortly after mid-
night May 17th, resulting in 
several hundreds of dollars’ 
worth of damage. 

The church’s religious ed-
ucation director, Ava Haylock, 
discovered the damage later 
that morning. The room had 
been ransacked and was cov-
ered in fire extinguisher foam. 
All of the classroom’s books 

were destroyed, along with all 
of the students’ pencil cases 
and their contents. A fire ex-
tinguisher and a large stuffed 
dolphin were stolen. 

Outdoor security footage 
captured six men who appeared 
to be in their mid-20s entering 
the property through the plaza 
area, then splitting up to check 
the doors to the church, office, 
and transitional kindergarten 
classroom, which is separate 
from the main school building. 

One of the suspects 
opened the classroom’s side 
door then motioned the others 
over, at which point all six sus-
pects entered the classroom.

Some of the men appeared 
to be reveling, running out of 
the classroom onto Vermont Av-
enue and back, while one of the 
men ran out holding a stuffed 
dolphin—the school’s mas-
cot—and a fire extinguisher. 

Footage showed at least two 
of the men documenting the 

vandalism on their cellphones, 
and all six taking a group selfie 
at the classroom door before 
leaving the property.  

Footage from a separate 
security camera showed a 
bearded young man in a plaid 
hoodie sticking his head out of 
the adjacent parish office door, 
but that building was left un-
damaged. Only a second fire 
extinguisher was discovered 
stolen from that location sev-
eral days later. 

School officials did not 
recognize any of the men in-
volved in the break in, and 
said they are unclear of the 
vandals’ motive. 

School principal Tammy 
Hynes-Brown speculated the 
incident could have been col-
lege fraternity or gang related. 

“They took lots of pictures 
according to our video, which 
shows they wanted to have proof 
they did it,” said Hynes-Brown.

According to Parish Of-
fice Manager Mary Hickey, 
“parishioners and school par-
ents [were] stunned that any-
one would do such a thing to 
the little four-year-olds.” Al-
though nothing of value was 
stolen, the property damage 
was significant. 

“It took two janitors and 
one staff member two full 
days to get the room back into 
shape,” said Hickey.

Hynes-Brown said that 
students were not able to re-
enter the classroom until four 
days after the break in. 

“We wanted to ensure 
the classroom was thoroughly 
cleaned to prevent children 
from getting sick,” she said. 
“There was a lot of residue 
from the fire extinguisher.” 

Classes returned to nor-
mal May 21st. 

“My biggest concern was 
ensuring the kids felt safe. 
Sometimes a break in can 
cause children to feel fear. I 
think the faculty, particularly 
my [kindergarten teachers], 
did an amazing job of alle-
viating any additional stress 
the kids might have felt,” said 
Hynes-Brown.

Police are asking for the 
public’s help identifying these 
individuals. Anyone with in-
formation related to the break 
in is encouraged to contact 
Tammy Hynes-Brown at the 
school (323) 664-2131 or 
the Los Angeles Police Dept. 
Northeast Division at (323) 
344-5701.

This photo was captured from a video surveillance camera at Our Mother of Good Counsel on May 17th. Six men broke 
into the school’s kindergarten, ransacking it as well as spraying fire extinguisher foam throughout.  Police are asking for 
the public’s help in identifying this man, believed to be in his 20s, and the other five vandals. For more photos, visit losfeli-
zledger.com Photo courtesy Our Mother of Good Counsel. 
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4612 Kingswell Ave        $975,000

   
IN ESCROW

3216 Madera Ave       $749,000

  IN ESCROW

1910 Apex Ave                                $649,000 3277 Palmer Dr        $649,000

   
NEW LISTING

    
NEW LISTING

1510 Morton Terrace         $779,000

    
NEW LISTING

3837 Udell Ct        $849,000

  IN ESCROW

An 18 home micro-neighborhood.

Coming to Echo Park June 14th
Priced from the high-$700s

www.blackbirdsla.com
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4227 HOLLY KNOLL DR, LOS FELIZ           $1,749,000

Traditional home w/spacious formal LR & DR, covered 
porch, charming eat-in kit, & master ste w/clawfoot tub. 
Rogers+Stellini                                         310.963.4205

1310 E ORANGE GROVE, PASADENA           $489,000

Beautiful 2+2 townhome. Spectacular location, close to 
Old Town Pasadena & shopping on South Lake Avenue.
Mary O’Grady                           323.578.5158

3476 TROY DR, HOLLYWOOD HILLS           $849,000

Mid cent. w/views frm every rm, open flr plan, lrg LR, wood 
beam ceilings, recessd ltg, kit w/Viking appl & deck.
Nicole Contreras                                        310.614.4952

555 S NORTON AVE, HANCOK PARK        $2,249,000

Gtd 5+4 2-sty monterey colonial. Hrdwd flrs. Upstr mstr ste 
w/ mstr bth. Salt wtr pool/spa. G/H.
Myra Nourmand/Melody Rogers                310.888.3333

1957 N BRONSON #103, HW HILLS EAST     $599,000

2+3 town-homew/ 3-car garage and over 1,300sf of living 
space. Wd burning fp, hwd flrs & new water heater. 
Chris Danna                                             323.382.8708

4927 WIOTA ST, EAGLE ROCK                     $629,000

3+2 traditional on tree-lined st, w/separate bonus space. 
Outdoor space w/fruit trees & spacious sitting areas.
Alison Moss-Huddy                                   818.383.1003 

1955 TAMARIND AVE #15, FRANKLIN VLG   $285,000

Great starter condo in the heart of Franklin Village! 1+1 w/
orig kit & baths. Unit is a fixer & awaiting its reinvention. 
Linda Chamberlain                                   323.828.7269

700 DIMMICK DR, MT WASHINGTON           $699,000 

New England-style 2sty 3+2 bungalow w/lrg master ste & 2 
addtl BRs+bath upstairs, 2 separate lots.
Margaret Arana                                        323.997.5339 

446 EASTVIEW DR, HIGHLAND PARK         $469,000 

2 bed/1 bath bungalow in trendy Highland Park with down-
town views and upside potential.
Margaret Arana                                        323.997.5339 

Nourmand & Associates Hollywood

Howard Lorey I Brokerage Manager 

323.462.6262 I hlorey@nourmand.com

6525 Sunset Blvd. Ste. G2 90028

T hre e  O f f i ce s . 

One  Re sp e c te d  Name .

w w w.nour mand .com

N o ur man dRE

@ N o ur man dL A

@ N o ur man dL A

4612 KINGSWELL AVE, LOS FELIZ               $975,000

Village Craftsman Duplex. 2+2+ den down, 2+1 up. Period 
details, wood floors, walkability, off-st pkg + large yard.
Courtney+Kurt Real Estate                      323.899.8509  

3837 UDELL CT, LOS FELIZ                          $849,000

Peaceful cul-de-sac nestled in the hills. Remodeled home 
w/built-in cabinetry, stereo system, multiple patio areas.
Courtney+Kurt Real Estate                      323.899.8509  

5158 SAN VICENTE, BEVERLY CTR            $1,049,000

2Up/dn duplex in cent location. 3/1 upper owner’s unit va-
cant at COE. Lower 2/2 pays $2400. Both updtd, cent A/C
Scott Campbell                                        323.252.9870

3151 MADERA AVE, ATWATER VILLAGE       $749,000

Spanish 3+2 + den, open flr plan, redone kitch/baths, wd 
flrs, master BR w/ french drs to spacious back yard.
Shannon & Joey Fenton                             323.365.6118

1335 SILVER LAKE BLVD, SILVER LAKE       $675,000

Modernized pied-à-terre w/views. Updated w/pebble stone 
flrs, Micheltorena Elementary & King Middle School.
Carrie Bryden                                            323.829.1158

4217 YOSEMITE WAY, GLASSEL PK              $550,000

Turn key charmer w/spacious LR, skylights in master w/
generous closet, backyrd, redone bonus space.
Renee Kische                                            323.377.7976
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Advertorial

The May 2015 issue 
of the Los Feliz 
Ledger published 

an advertorial, “What is a 
Pocket Listing?”, written by a 
Los Feliz Realtor.  Some of 
the information presented in 
the advertorial was correct, 
some information was not 
and, most important, much 
key information was not 
mentioned at all.  Here is my 
take on “pocket listings”:

A “listing” is a property 
whose owner has entered 
into a written contract 
with a licensed brokerage 
to pay that brokerage a 
commission in the event the 
brokerage brings a buyer 
who concludes a sale under 
the terms of the agreement.  
What makes a standard 
listing a “pocket listing” is 
that the seller instructs the 
brokerage to implement 
limited marketing. 

A property that is not 
represented by a licensed 
brokerage under a written 
agreement is not a listing at 
all—it is a lead without any 
obligation of anyone.  Per 
state law, everything in real 
estate that is enforceable 
must be in writing.

Fact:  Fair market value of 
a property can be determined 
only when the property is 
exposed adequately to the 

widest range and greatest 
number of “ready, willing and 
able” prospective buyers.  
The greater the competition 
among buyers for a property, 
the more the price rises.

Why would a seller NOT 
want public marketing?  
Concerns about privacy, 
confidentiality, market 
stigmatization, quick 
liquidation and security might 
trump a seller’s need to get 
top dollar.

Are “pocket listings” 
legal?  Yes, but they expose 
all participants to a multitude 
of legal and ethical risks.  
California law requires that 
real estate licensees have 
an “obligation of undivided 
service and loyalty” to their 
clients.  Whether a Realtor 
fully informs the seller of the 
disadvantages of a “pocket 
listing”, or not, is subjective.  
There are California 
Association of Realtors forms 
that disclose and confirm 
issues of limited marketing.  
Use of them is not required 
by law.

Real estate licensees 
cannot use their position to 
their own advantage.  The 
listing brokerage has all to 
gain in finding a buyer for 
a “pocket listing”, as the 
listing agreement between 
a seller and a brokerage 

defines the commission 
as being paid entirely to 
the listing brokerage.  For 
another Realtor to earn a 
commission on a “pocket 
listing”, the Realtor must 
know about the property and 
have the listing brokerage, or 
the buyer, sign an agreement 
to pay the buyer’s brokerage 
a commission.  

A “pocket listing” is a 
dream-come-true to a 
Realtor who values the 
financial gain of a successful 
transaction more than a 
fiduciary relationship—
especially if the Realtor 
“double-ends” the deal, or 
represents both a seller and 
an investor-buyer in the same 
transaction. “Pocket listings” 
are especially attractive to 
investors, often “flippers” who 
hope to purchase a property 
under-market, without 
competition from other 
buyers, and to rehab and to 
re-sell the property quickly.  
Most investors promise to 
list the property after a rehab 
with the Realtor who brought 
them the “pocket listing” 
initially.  Have you noticed 
how investors insist that their 
“flips” be properly marketed 
to the public?  No probate 
or lender-owned property is 
ever sold off-market.  Courts, 
lenders and investors, the 

pros of real estate, know the 
power of market exposure.

The National Association 
of Realtor’s Code of 
Ethics imposes a “duty to 
cooperate” with other agents, 
meaning sharing information 
on listed properties so 
that the seller is benefitted 
by the power of the open 
market.  Hiding information 
on listings benefits only the 
listing brokerage.  Further, if 
information is shared among 
brokerages on a limited 
basis, Federal fair housing 
laws may be breached if the 
effect is discriminatory—even 
if the intent is not.  Federal 
anti-trust issues can also be 
raised if competing brokers 
agree to work together 
formally or informally.

“Pocket listings” distort 
the real estate market.  Some 
Realtors convince sellers of 
“fixer-upper” properties to 
sell off-market to their flipper 
buyers.  Later, the flippers 
sell the rehabbed properties 
at leading-edge prices that 
inflate local market values.  
Buyers who might consider 
an affordable fixer purchase 
are edged out of the 
market, and neighborhood 
affordability declines.

Finally, “pocket listings” 
commonly are sold by the 
Realtor who procures the 

“pocket listing”.  It is not true 
that sellers set their own 
prices and terms unilaterally.  
It is fatuous to believe that 
sellers, effectively, hand a 
filled-out purchase contract 
to a buyer expecting the 
buyer  will sign it without 
change.  A real estate 
transaction relies upon a 
negotiated contract.  When a 
Realtor represents the seller 
and the buyer in the same 
transaction, it is impossible 
for that one Realtor to 
negotiate a deal.  The most 
any Realtor can do in such 
a situation, while maintaining 
a fiduciary relationship with 
both parties, is to facilitate 
the agreement.  Do you 
want a facilitator when you 
sell or buy a house—or do 
you want YOUR negotiator 
representing YOUR interests 
alone?  It is not illegal in 
California for a Realtor to 
represent both sides of a real 
estate transaction (as it is in 
some states)—but, in my 
opinion, it should be!

Richard Stanley

rstanley@coldwellbanker.com
213 300-4567  cell / voice mail
©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  Coldwell Banker is a reg-
istered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An 
Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and 
operated by NRT LLC.  All rights reserved.  If your property is listed 
with another broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.  CalBRE 
license #:   00971211

The Real Truth About “Pocket Listings”

Greek Plans Still In The Works After Controversial 
City Run Decision
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer

GRIFFITH PARK—Neder-
lander, after losing its bid for a 
contract extension to manage 
the Greek Theater, will now be 
renting the facility and book-
ing acts there along with other 
concert promoters, according 
to Nederlander General Man-
ager Rena Wasserman. 

Nederlander’s contract is 
set to expire this October, fol-
lowing a controversial decision 
by the Los Angeles Recreation 
and Parks Board of Commis-
sioners to turn control of the 
venue over to the city. 

Nederlander, one of the 
few remaining family-run 
concert promotion companies, 
has managed and booked the 
5,700-seat outdoor music ven-
ue exclusively since 1975. 

The city promised to 
hire a third party manage-
ment company to handle the 
day-to-day operations of the 
theater in response to pub-
lic concern that they lacked 
the experience necessary to 
manage a music venue. But a 
company has yet to be cho-
sen for that purpose. 

According to Recreation 
and Parks General Manager 

Michael Shull, the city issued 
a request for proposal (RFP) 
from potential management 
companies in May. A pre-
liminary draft of the RFP is 
available online, along with a 
draft of the proposed booking 
policy, at laparks.org.

The city initially evalu-

ated bids from entertainment 
behemoth Live Nation, along 
with one from Nederlander—
newly partnered with the An-
shultz Entertainment Group 
(AEG)—to run the iconic site, 
before ultimately deciding to 
implement an “open venue” 
policy. Such policy allows 
multiple concert promoters—
Live Nation and Nederlander 
included—to rent out and 
book events at the soon to be 

city-managed venue. 
According to Recreation 

and Parks spokesperson Rose 
Watson, how the open venue 
plan will work, and how much 
the city will charge promoters 
to rent the venue, remains to 
be determined. Currently, the 
city’s proposed booking pol-

icy indicates a recommended 
$25,000 rental fee for com-
mercial organizations and a 
$7,500 fee for community 
organizations, both booking 
events that will have paid ad-
mission.

For unpaid events, the 
proposal suggests a higher 
$100,000 fee for commer-
cial organizations but a lower 
$5,000 fee for community or-
ganizations.

 Recreation and Parks 
hopes that promoters will be 
able to start reserving dates in 
July, said Shull, for events after 
Nederlander’s contract expires 
Oct. 31st.

Nederlander seemed a per-
fect fit for Los Feliz, a neigh-
borhood known for its tight 
knit community and small 
family-owned businesses. 

Some of the larger, cor-
porate production companies 
that will soon be booking 

events at the Greek may not 
possess Nederlander’s con-
sideration towards the neigh-
borhood’s residents or strict 
adherence to city noise ordi-
nances, local activists have 
worried.

How much event pro-
gramming will continue to 
be handled by Nederlander 
remains to be seen, as “the De-
partment of Recreation and 
and Parks model for [self op-

eration]” continues to be ever 
changing and evolving,” ac-
cording to Wasserman. Either 
way, Nederlander “will contin-
ue to make choices in the best 
interest of our company and 
the citizens of Los Angeles,” 
she said.

Despite their partnership 
with AEG, who gained a large 
portion of the Los Angeles live 
entertainment market when 
they acquired Concerts West 
in 2000 and Goldenvoice in 
2001, Nederlander has no 
plans to move away from fam-
ily ownership.

“The Nederlander orga-
nization is over 100 years old 
and is a wonderful, family 
owned and operated business, 
with no plans for changing 
this successful boutique opera-
tion,” said Wasserman.

Nederlander currently 
manages the Hollywood Pan-
tages and the Santa Barbara 
Bowl, among several other 
theaters in major U.S. cities. 

Although the company 
has no specific plans to gain 
control of another Los Ange-
les area venue to replace the 
Greek, Wasserman noted that 
Nederlander currently has 
“operations in many venues 
throughout the country and 
will continue to expand where 
it makes sense to do so.”

The city promised to hire a third party management 
company to handle the day-to-day operations of the theater 

in response to public concern that they lacked the experience 
necessary to manage a music venue. But a company has yet to 

be chosen for that purpose.
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No oNe sells more homes
iN southerN CaliforNia
thaN Coldwell BaNker®

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service 
marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Broker does not guarantee the accuracy of square footage, lot size or other information concerning the condition or features of property provided by seller or obtained from public records or other sources, and the buyer is advised to independently verify the accuracy of that information through 
personal inspection and with appropriate professionals. 

facebook.com/ColdwellBankerhancockParkNorth

facebook.com/ColdwellBankerlosfeliz

facebook.com/ColdwellBankerhancockParksouth facebook.com/ColdwellBankerdowntownlosangeles

facebook.com/ColdwellBankersunsetstrip

(323) 464-9272

(323) 665-5841

(323) 462-0867 (213) 406-9200

(310) 278-9470

Hancock Park nortH

LoS FELIZ

Hancock Park SoutH Downtown LoS angELES

SunSEt StrIP

CaliforNiaMoVES.ComView more listiNgs at

Connect With Us

SUNSET STRIP $5,000,000
Approx 1.25 Acres. City and Ocean views
Tom Scrocco/Randy Isaacs  (310) 887-0255

SILVER LAKE $1,698,000
Trad’l 4bd, 2ba w/character,views & pool
Lisa Brende  (323) 445-1868

OUTPOST $4,995,000
5bed/ 6 Ba/ 6200 SF/built 1928 pool
Skyler Hynes  (310) 800-5111

MAR VISTA $1,595,000
Beautiful Cottage w/ Bali Inspired Style
Danny Mahelka  (310) 887-0220

LOS FELIZ $1,250,000
‘20s Spanish; 4BR+2.5BA + studio; views
Richard Stanley  (213) 300-4567

LOS FELIZ $1,100,000
3bd/2ba w/views. www.2274RondaVista.com
Ross Carter  (323) 210-2380

LOS FELIZ $950,000
Character Duplex 2bd+1ba ea unit w/views
Esau Tenorio  (323) 906-2477

LOS FELIZ $625,000
Lovely 2bd+2ba condo in prime Los Feliz
Alexis Hall  (323) 804-7887

HOLLYWOOD HILLS WEST $1,975,000
Chic 3bed/3 bath/open flr plan/flat yard
Neal Baddin  (323) 793-7405

HOLLYWOOD HILLS $3,850,000
Bright 4 Bd 2Ba,Gym,Theatre,Pool House
Isaac Fast  (323) 791-5553

HOLLYWOOD HILLS $2,995,000
Spectacular  Hollywood Hills view lot.
Loren Judd & Michael Cain  (310) 991-6568

HANCOCK PARK $1,895,000
English Tudor w/ lrg lot. 5+4.5+ office.
Lisa Hutchins  (323) 460-7626

GLENDALE $610,000
Spectacular 2bd+2ba condo w/great views
Vahan Saroians  (323) 497-6655

ECHO PARK $899,000
Triplex - one 2bd+1ba & two 1bd+1ba unit
Laura Markosian  (323) 333-1431

ECHO PARK $650,000
Newly Remodeled Duplex,2bd+1ba&1bd+1bath
Esmeralda Castañeda & Alexis Hall  (323) 273-4515

DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES $1,399,000
2070 sqft soft-loft 3bd2ba at Elleven
Kerry Marsico  (213) 700-6515

BEVERLYWOOD $958,000
Adorable Spanish 2+1.5 pool, guest room.
Anne Austin  (323) 860-4260

BEL AIR $6,690,000
http://10640TarantoWay.com
Ron Holliman  (310) 777-6216
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future plan for some turf re-
placement to cut labor costs 
will be visible in a couple of 
years. At that time, Davis said, 
golfers can expect to see mulch 

and some native plants instead 
of green grounds. 

The course, which is actu-
ally two 18-hole courses, now 
draws from the Los Angeles-
Glendale Reclamation Plant, 
just across the Los Angeles 
River. Some picnic areas will 
also stay green, as they also use 
recycled water. 

But according to Bau-
ernfiend progressively hotter 
summers and the drought will 
continue to change the land-
scape, irrespective of water 
management by park staff. 

“Griffith Park is already 
browner,” she said. “It is defi-
nitely suffering from a lack of 
rain . . . It’s happened slowly 
over time in subtle changes. 
It’s not really one moment in 
time.”

On a recent Sunday after-
noon, multiple sprinklers were 
running at an already soggy 
Amir’s Garden, a communi-
ty-maintained garden in the 
park, while its unofficial keep-
er, Kristin Sabo, was watering 
by hand. 

Recreation and Parks of-
ficials would not comment on 
restrictions, if any, for water 
use at the site and it is unclear 
if conservation methods are in 
play at Fern Dell or the Bird 
Sanctuary, for example.

Even with some rainfall in 
May, meteorologists say it did 
nothing to pull Los Angeles 
out of its current drought.

Meanwhile, in some areas 
of the city, including the entire 
perimeter of the nearby Silver 
Lake Reservoir, requirements 
are being imposed on residen-
tial landscaping in what the 
Los Angeles Fire Dept. calls 
“very high severity fire haz-
ard zones,” where a fire could 
spread quickly. 

Residents of the area must 
adhere to standards for trim-
ming grass, weeds, and na-

tive brush and live with fewer 
street parking spots, which 
now must be reserved for fire 
and rescue vehicles

If residents don’t comply 
they are cited first for non-

compliance. If they stay out of 
compliance, they are fined. 

While the Mormon Tem-
ple in West Los Angeles has 
shut down watering  its pic-
turesque front lawn recently, 
some homeowners have opted 
to not let their grass go brown 
but have instead gotten cash to 
swap their grass for “Califor-
nia Friendly” plants. 

The program was started 
by the Los Angeles Dept. of 
Water and Power (LADWP) 
in 2009, and since then has 
seen demand steadily increase. 

Since Jerry Brown, Gov. 
of California announced 
emergency cuts April 1, reser-
vations for the program have 
doubled, according to Penny 
Falcon, Water Policy Manager 
for the LADWP.

The agency is offering 
$3.75 per square foot for 
the first 1,500 square feet of 
thirsty lawn replaced and $2 
per square foot thereafter. The 
LADWP maintains a search-
able online database to check 
if a desired plant is sustain-
able. 

Additionally, outgoing 
Los Angeles City Council-
member Tom LaBonge has 
filed a council motion to have 
the city study the effects of 
replacing lawns with artificial 
grass around homes and in 
public areas, like road medi-
ans and sidewalk turfscapes. 
The motion is pending review 
by an environmental subcom-
mittee. 

Conservation also seems 
to have lately even caught on 
in celebrity culture, with a 
new trend of people “drought 
shaming” celebrities via social 
media, with posted photos of 
their expansive green lawns 
and large homes using too 
much water. 

And you don’t have to be 

famous to catch scorn. 
The Los Angeles Times 

reported May 11th that some 
homeowners are also outing 
their wasteful neighbors via 
social media, by posting pho-

tos of their excess water use. 
And unrelated to some blast-
ing their neighbors on Twit-
ter or Facebook, this March a 
statewide survey revealed two-
thirds of Californians believe 
their neighbors use too much 
water.

DROUGHT from page 1

Multiple sprinklers were running at full-tilt on a recent Sunday afternoon at Griffith Park’s Amir’s Garden. The ground was 
flooded and soggy as if they had been running for quite a while. Photo: Allison B. Cohen 

setting up [such a task force],” 
said Ryu campaign spokesper-
son Rachel Estrada after learn-
ing of the newly $2.8 million 
in councilmember transfers, 
“so community leaders  can 
help decide how to best and 
most effectively use CD4’s dis-
cretionary funds. David wants 

to lead by example and make 
our process in CD4 a collabor-
ative and transparent process.”

In order to get a com-
plete analysis, the Ledger 
forwarded a California Pub-
lic Records Request to three 
different city agencies over-
seeing such infrastructure 
repair funds May 25th.

LETTER from page 2
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real neighborhood living 

DHCS License: 970000049 | DSS License: 191802082 | DSS Certificate of Authority: 121 

2236 Merton Ave. |  Los Angeles, CA 90041 | 323-257-7518 
www.solheimlutheran.org 

RESIDENTIAL LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING | NURSING CARE | MEMORY CARE 

 Great neighborhood lifestyle & location 

 Non-profit with 90+ year history  

 Comfort of all services on one campus 

 Resident focused, award-winning care 
 

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE A PERSONAL TOUR 
323.257.7518  

Y O U R  S O L U T I O N  F O R   
C O M P L E T E  S E N I O R  C A R E  

[THEATER REVIEW]

“I See You Made An Effort” and “House of Yes”
By Marilyn Tower Oliver, Ledger Theater Critic

Author and actress, An-
nabelle Gurwitch, has trans-
formed her best-selling book, I 
See You Made An Effort, into a 
one-woman show directed by 
Bart DeLorenzo at the Sky-
light Theatre in Los Feliz.

In her humorous mono-
logue, Gurwitch satirically 
describes her mid-life angst as 
she tries to come to terms with 
turning 50. 

She’s caught in the sand-
wich generation—squeezed 
between the demands of par-
enting a teen who won’t look 
at her in public—and her 
mother who is transitioning to 
a retirement home.

Gurwitch’s fast-paced pat-
ter is humorous and witty and 
her show will resonate with 
those who struggle with aging 
in a youth-obsessed culture. 

Jeanne Syquia stars in 
the black cult comedy, “The 
House of Yes” directed by 
Lee Sankowich at the Zephyr 
Theatre in the heart of trendy 
Melrose.  

 Trouble begins when 
Marty (Colin McGurk) ar-
rives home with his fiancée, 
Lesly, played by Syquia.  This 
peeves Marty’s un-hinged 
twin sister, Jackie O (Kate 
Maher) who is fixated on both 
Jackie Kennedy and her broth-
er—with whom she has had a 
long-standing incestuous re-
lationship. Totally confused, 
Lesly tries to understand the 
family dynamics. 

In spite of its characters’ 
strange behavior, the play is 
oddly humorous which con-
tributes to its cult following.  
Strong acting and fast pacing 

make this an entertaining ex-
perience, albeit with troubling 
issues.

I See You Made An Effort at 
Skylight Theater/Skylab, 1816 
½ N. Vermont Ave., $25, Sat., 
6 p.m.; Sun., 3 p.m.; Mon. 8 
p.m.; thru June 8. (213) 761-
7061 or skylighttix.com. Run-
ning time: 75 minutes without 
intermission.  Street parking 
or pay lots directly behind 
theater.

The House of Yes at the 
Zephyr Theater, 7456 Melrose 
Ave., $25, Fri.-Sat., 8 p.m.; 
Sun., 2:00 p.m.; thru June 14. 
(323) 960-5563 or plays411.
net/houseofyes, Running 
time: 80 minutes without in-
termission. Allow extra time 
for parking.

[LYCéE INTERNATIONAL DE LOS ANGELES] 

“Qui Suis Je?”

LILA Elementary stu-
dents recently celebrated 
“Writing To Share.” Riffing 
on the theme “Qui suis je?”  
(meaning “Who Am I?”) stu-
dents shared their thoughts in 
French and English.

Some turned to introspec-
tion. 

“I am young because I am 
9-years-old”, wrote one 4th 
grader. “I am grumpy when I 
don’t get what I want.”

“I am very shy on stage 
and I am not very sporty,” 
confessed another. “I am very 
curious,” she added. 

Other young writers 
imagined themselves as pi-
rates.

“Mon nom est Barbe 
Noire,” declared Chase. “Je 
suis très dangereux et je me 
suis cassé ma jambe de tribord 
à cause d’une mâchoire de 

requin.” (My name is Black 
Beard. I am very dangerous 
and I broke my starboard leg 
to a shark’s jaw.)

His classmate Grace 
vouched for him. Somewhat. 

“Mon nom est Jack et 
j’ai 28 ans. Une fois, moi et 
mes amis, nous sommes allés 
jusqu’ à un volcan et on a vu 
Barbe Noire, mais c’ était son 
squelette.”. (My name is Jack 
and I am 28-years-old. Once, 
my friends and I went into a 
volcano and we saw Black 
Beard, but it was his skel-
eton).

Accompanied by draw-
ings of individual silhou-
ettes, mysterious pirate maps 
and intricately colored de-
signs, the students proudly 
displayed their work in the 
campus library to share with 
the campus community. 

[EDITORIAL]

The Art of Being A Real Pain in the #$&%!
By Mark F. Mauceri

  As one who advocates a 
mantra of, “’Squeaky wheels 
get replaced,” it pains me to 
admit I’ve become a real Pain 
In The Ass (PITA).

Carved into a freeway off 
ramp, “Tommy Lasorda Field 
of Dreams,” is a kids’ baseball 
diamond that has taunted me 
for years. As much as I admire 
the place and as much as our 
local kids need it, it’s what 
baseball folks from places as 
far as Texas and as near as To-
luca Lake would call “rinky 
dink.» But, it’s one of the pre-
cious few kids baseball fields 
even remotely near home here 
in Los Feliz, so we embrace it.

Lasorda works—
most of the time. Pitcher’s 
mound?  No.  Grass infield? 
No.  Scoreboard?  No.  Shallow 
center and right fields? Yes! Al-

beit with a chain link version 
of Fenway’s “Green Monster.” 
Sure, left field is OK, its Jaca-
randa tree and its upwardly 
sloped outfield, notwithstand-
ing. “Bummer, kid. On any 
other field and you’d have 
touched ‘em all.”  Nothing kills 
an inside the parker like a ball 
fighting gravity on patchy grass.

Yet, between the volun-
teer parent coaches and the 
city’s recreation center staff, 
we make it work, even though 
two teams must share the field 
during practices and four dur-
ing games. That’s not optimal, 
but because of this lack of field 
space in our area, about 40 
kids routinely get turned away 
from the program each season, 
so we double up. The solution: 
Build new fields in nearby 
Griffith Park, a longtime plan 

now being legally challenged 
by what I’ve dubbed the “En-
viro-Right.”

In all fairness, using Los 
Angeles’ Proposition K funds, 
the city installed a much-
needed restroom facility re-
placing the porta potties, plus 
a new batting cage.  What 
does $800K worth of your tax 
dollars buy in Silver Lake con-
struction nowadays?  Indoor 
plumbing and a snack bar.

All this irks me, but even 
more so is because Lasorda sits 
locked up and empty on Sun-
days, every Sunday. 

OK, that’s not entirely 
true. For $50 an hour, any 
average Joe can buy a permit 
and play ball, though com-
paratively, two good seats at 
Dodger stadium cost less for 
the same amount of baseball 

time.  Or this option: you 
can pay zilch, slide under the 
fence with gear, beer and bar-
becues like the hipsters who’ve 
been running a Sunday quasi-
softball league there for years.  
Parents, compelled to set good 
examples, don’t get the crash-
the-gate option.

So, in April, the Los Fe-
liz Neighborhood Council 
(LFNC) set out to fund Sun-
day permits—eight weeks 
worth—to open the field for 
kids. 

After about a dozen not so 
nice e-mails, one meeting with 
the Los Angeles City Council 
President, a few phone calls 
to the city’s Chief Adminis-
trator’s Office, two formal re-
quests for public information, 
and a bottle of antacid, I’m 
told local kids can use the field 
for five Sundays during play-
offs and beyond.  We’ll take it. 
Sunday play starts May 31st.

But how we finally got 
Lasorda unlocked is an odys-

sey through the realm of the 
absurd.

Our first swing and a 
miss: the city says, sorry you 
can’t open the field on Sun-
days because “construction” of 
the batting cage, approved in 
2009, isn’t complete. 

What the city is talk-
ing about is essentially lay-
ing down some Astroturf and 
hanging a net. 

“That’s two guys, glue and 
a ladder,” I say. 

City’s response: “It’s not as 
easy as that.”  

Me: “YES-IT-IS.”
After firing off a couple 

spicy emails illuminating the 
city’s bad habit of blaming 
the Great Recession—“we’re 
over budget, on furlough days, 
behind schedule, etc.”—just 
ain’t working, anymore. PITA. 
Consider, it took less time to 
build the Staples Center or 
wage WWII than “upgrade” 
Lasorda field! I think carting 

see EDITORIAL page 24
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Ask me now 
how I’m 

different from 
the rest

Gail Crosby
Sotheby’s 

International Realty
1801 Hillhurst Ave, 

Los Angeles, CA 90027

323/428-2864
GailCrosby@aol.com

BRE: 01377453

ask gail

Griffith Park Adult Community Center Calendar

Sunset Hall - Curriculum and Advocacy 

Wednesday, June 17, 12:00 – 3:00 pm, Lunch, 
General Meeting at Friendship Auditorium   

Volunteer Appreciation Party 
Dance Music from City View Band, 

Gourmet Dessert Potluck
Sign up for lunch at GPACC. 

Call GPACC at (323) 644-5579 for more information 
For information on trips, call Doris Slater, (323) 667-1879

The Lunch Program: Lunch is served 5 days a week at 
the Center.  $2 is the donation for those over 60 years. $4 for 
less than 60 years. Daily lunch is served at 12 pm and you can 

come in for coffee and sign in at 10:30.      

For Information on the 
Griffith Park Adult Community Club and getting a 

newsletter, call Stephanie Vendig at (323) 667-3043, 
or e-mail at vendig@sbcglobal.net

GPACC is located at 3203 Riverside Dr., just south of Los Feliz Bl.

Programs for 
free-thinking seniors 

(323) 660-5277

Conversational 
Spanish at GPACC on 
Mondays at 1:30pm

Thanks to our ad sponsor Sunset Hall. They offer...

reaching out to neighborhood 
councils, homeowner associa-
tions and other organizations 
for recruitment. 

“I definitely want the com-
munity’s input on the recom-
mendations for staff,” he said. 
“Like who they have worked 
with, who they liked… We 
want to hear from the com-
munity because there might 
be additional tweaks that we 
never thought of.”

Ryu said he might also tap 
into LaBonge’s current staff as 
well, even though some CD4 
employees pledged support to 
his opponent, Carolyn Ram-
say, LaBonge’s former deputy 
and chief of staff. As well, 
there are 13 former candidates 
he could consider for positions 
in his office. With no experi-
ence at city hall, the team Ryu 
builds can help him navigate 
and quickly get up to speed on 
the city’s government system. 

“Wherever I am deficient 
is where we could make up 
for it in staff,” said Ryu. “My 
mind is open… But, defi-
nitely, [regarding] the current 
deputies in office: we’re going 
to give everybody an opportu-
nity to reapply.”

Once a team is in place, 
Ryu said his office’s top prior-
ity is teaming with neighbor-
hood and community groups 
to prioritize issues. 

“I already have a great 
sense of what it is the commu-
nity wants,” he said.

Ramsay, who worked for 
CD4 for seven years, declined 
to comment regarding what 
comes next for her. She did, 
however, release a statement to 
her supporters. 

“Los Angeles is becoming 
a thriving, innovative, livable 

and tolerant world city,” she 
said. “I will keep working to-
ward that vision and am sure 
David Ryu will, too, as Coun-
cilmember for the 4th Dis-
trict. I wish him all the best.” 

Ryu, 39, a health care ex-
ecutive, defeated Ramsay in 
a May 19th runoff election 
with 11,269 votes for 54% to 
Ramsay’s 9,657 for 46%, ac-
cording to unofficial election 
results from the Los Angeles 
City Clerk.

Ryu’s victory was a stun-
ning loss for LaBonge and 
Ramsay. 

Always considered a front-
runner in the race and forti-
fied with many heavy hitting 
political endorsements, some 
neighborhood discontent—
on such issues as the influx of 
tourists on Beachwood Can-
yon residential streets to view 
the Hollywood Sign and the 
revelation that LaBonge had 
spent $1.6 million in discre-
tionary funds on staff salaries 
rather than district infrastruc-
ture—was hard for Ramsay to 
overcome. 

“I am so delighted,” said 
Hancock Park Homeowner’s 
Assoc. President Cindy Ch-
vatal. “I can’t wait to start 
working with David. He is 
smart, focused and a breath of 
fresh air.”

Chvatal, earlier this year, 
raised concerns about the 
council district’s discretionary 
spending after she said she was 
repeatedly told by LaBonge 
the city did not have funding 
to repair some Hancock Park 
streets with concrete, as is 
mandated by the area’s historic 
ordinance.

In Los Feliz, Chris Laib, 
the president of the Los Feliz 
Improvement Assoc., the city’s 

oldest residential homeowner’s 
group, said Ryu’s victory can-
not be ignored.

“[Ryu] ran a very shrewd 
anti-incumbency campaign 
and it appears that, together 
with low turnout, should be 
a wake up siren for the city 
council.”

Others have called Ryu’s 
victory a game changer, es-
pecially Korean-Americans, 
who represent 7.4% of the 
district. Ryu will be the city’s 
first Korean-American coun-
cilmember. 

CD4 from page 1

[SENIOR MOMENTS]

Advocating for Senior Services at the National Level
By Stephanie Vendig, Ledger Columnist

Many of us 
A mer i c a n s 
have the no-
tion that 
once you 
leave child-
hood, you 

are self-sufficient or indepen-
dent. But self-sufficiency or 
independence is not absolute. 
As the Beatles once sang, “I 
get by with a little help from 
my friends.” 

For practically all of us, 
at some point in our lives—
usually as we age—help is 
truly needed.  The questions 
of how much help is needed 
for a quality life, and where 
that help will come from are 
becoming more prominent is-
sues as the population of aging 
Americans increases. 

But who helps when help 
is needed? Is it only from the 
family?  Obviously, help will 

have to come from diverse 
sources. And can these sourc-
es, such as medical providers, 
medical facilities, nonprofit 
organizations, insurance com-
panies, private companies or 
public institutions be man-
aged in a coordinated way and 
be easily accessible to all?

At an annual confer-
ence of the LA Aging Advo-
cacy Coalition, managed by 
St. Barnabas Senior Services, 
speakers provided their view 
on how older people can be 
served in a more coordinated 
and appropriate way.  

Nora Super, executive 
director of the 2015 White 
House Conference on Aging 
to take place in July, shared 
with us how this conference 
and all previous ones since 
1961 have been the catalyst for 
setting national aging policy 
including Medicare, Medic-

aid, Social Security, and the 
Older Americans Act. All 
became a reality through the 
White House Conference pro-
cess. 

You may not be aware 
of The Older Americans Act 
(OAA) like you know Medi-
care. But this Federal Pro-
gram—established in 1965 
by Congress in response to 
concerns about a lack of com-
munity services for older per-
sons—has been the impetus 
for the development of senior 
centers across America. 

They connect older adults 
to vital community services 
that can help them stay healthy 
and independent. More than 
60% of senior centers are focal 
points for delivery of OAA ser-
vices—allowing older adults 
to access multiple services in 
one place. 

This might include meals 

on wheels, nutrition programs 
at community sites, job train-
ing, senior centers, caregiv-
er support, transportation, 
health promotion, social ser-
vices, and more. 

Today, 11,400 senior cen-
ters serve more than 1 million 
older adults every day accord-
ing to the National Council 
on Aging.

Because Congress has not 
yet reauthorized the Older 
Americans Act and the frame-
work for the conference, the 
2015 White House Confer-
ence will hold listening ses-
sions and meetings across the 
country to gather input, plus 
provide an interactive website 

for individuals, organizations 
and coalitions to submit com-
ments at whitehouseconferen-
ceonaging.gov.

We can all contribute 
our bit on the following four 
topics: Retirement Security, 
Healthy Aging, Long Term 
Care and Supports, and Elder 
Abuse Justice. 

According to conference 
organizers, the 2015 confer-
ence will mainly be a national 
dialogue with Americans of 
all ages to celebrate, and sup-
port the health and well-being 
of older Americans, as well as 
help shape the programs for 
older Americans in the next 
decade. 
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It begins with the right setting. Comfortable 
surroundings that please the eye and senses. A responsive 
staff for resident support needs, with a licensed nurse  
on-site 24/7. Professionally guided fitness and therapy 
for an active lifestyle. Delicious, chef-prepared cuisine. 
Concierge and transportation services. Enriching activities 
for mind, body and spirit. What happens next is up to you. 
After all, it’s your story.

Distinctive Residential Settings  
Chef-Prepared Dining and Bistro 

Award-Winning Memory Care 
Premier Programs for Health and Wellness

Therapy and Rehabilitation Services
 

RCFE Lic 197608468, 197608466, 197608467, 198601646, 197608291, 565801746 © 2015 Belmont Village, L.P.

belmontvillage.com
Burbank (818) 972-2405
Encino (818) 788-8870

Hollywood Hills (323) 874-7711
Rancho Palos Verdes (310) 377-9977

Westwood (310) 475-7501
Thousand Oaks  (805) 496-9301

Let us help make 
this chapter  
one of your best.

Winner of the George Mason University Healthcare Award for the Circle of Friends©

memory program for Mild Cognitive Impairment. Provider to the NFL Player Care Plan.

Schedule a tour today!

LozFeliz_3_2015_chapter.indd   1 2/12/15   12:59 PM

[RESTAuRANT REVIEW]

ERB Public House: Much More than Just a Pub
By Pat Saperstein, Ledger Restaurant Critic

Beer fans have 
eagerly fol-
lowed the Eagle 
Rock Brewery 
ever since the 

craft brewery opened five and 
a half years ago. Last year the 
brewery took another big 
step when it took over the 
former Fatty’s space in Eagle 
Rock for a full-on restaurant 
and tap room. 

The brick-lined, high-ceil-
inged room has gotten a clean, 
modern facelift with a long 
wood-clad bar and two big 
tables in front of the large win-
dows. The vibe is casual neigh-
borhood pub, but the menu is 
made up of some very sophis-
ticated dishes, divided into 
“raw,” “snack,” “composed,” 
“large” and “sweet” categories 
that are meant to be mixed up, 
small plates-style.

The extent to which you 
will appreciate the creative 
cooking depends on how 
wedded you are to the public 
house concept. The name im-
plies dishes like burgers and 
fish ‘n chips. 

But although the res-
taurant is based around the 
beers brewed by Eagle Rock 

Brewery, the owner’s brother 
Jerry Su—who has cooked at 
temples of cuisine like Mo-
mofuku—is doing his own 
burger-free interpretation of 
pub food. 

Su is turning out some 
lovely dishes with a modern 
forager approach that’s well 
worth tasting. And if you can’t 
put visions of malt vinegar out 
of your head, try the lunch 
menu, with a fried cod sand-
wich topped with malt vinegar 
aioli. 

If you’re mostly there 
to snack with beer, there’s a 
cheese plate curated by nearby 
Milkfarm cheese shop, potted 
pig and fish dip or real country 
ham with biscuits. 

An appetizer of duck liver 
is as beguiling as foie gras, 
piped carefully onto toast 
with bourbon and strawberry 
sauces providing a touch of pi-
quancy against the lush pâté. 

Carrots with fresh pea 
tendrils are like a trip to the 
garden, combining sous-
vide cooked carrots, pesto 
and mushrooms softened 
by creamy carrot butter 
sauce.   

Scallops with unusual 

touches of raisin miso, pineap-
ple and seaweed emulsion are 
perfectly cooked, while tender 
pork cheeks are more hearty 
with Brussel sprouts and cel-
ery root.

A few larger plates include 
smoked beef ribs with a Ko-
rean feel, or a whole branzino 
fish, but mainly it’s about mix-
ing and matching the snacks 
and composed plates. 

For dessert, more adven-
turous eaters can try chur-
rones—puffed beef tendon to 
dip in chocolate. 

To drink, it’s the house 
beer of course.  By now most 
in the area have tried Eagle 
Rock’s Solidarity, Manifesto 
witbier and Populist IPA, but 
they’re making several other 
varieties now, and the Ginger 
Saison farmhouse ale works 
well with the subtle flavors on 
the menu.

 A small, solid selection of 
wines and three ciders are also 
available. 

Eagle Rock Brewery 
Public House
1627 Colorado Blvd., 
Eagle Rock
(323) 739-0081

EDITORIAL from page 22

out that comparator stuck a 
chord, somewhere.  

I dread becoming the 
squeaky wheel armed with 
facts and inconvenient truths, 
but two weeks later, Lasorda’s 
long overdue batting cage got 
unlocked and immediately put 
to good use.

Having unwound that red 
tape, we’re ready for Sunday 
afternoon baseball, right? 

Not so fast. Seems there’s 
no funding mechanism for the 
LFNC to pay the Department 
of Recreation and Parks for 
the permit.  Essentially, a bank 
transfer, like the kind you can 
do from a smartphone.

I’m told there’s a missing 
agreement on paper between 
two city departments. After 
some back and forth, and even 
more emails, it’s agreed this 
whole paper payment thing 
can be bypassed if we just 
package the kids’ Sunday play 
together as an “event” with a 
LFNC representative on hand 
to supervise said event each 
week.  That would be me.

But just when we’ve got it 
all worked out, another screw-
ball pitch comes my way.

“We need 30 days,” the 
city says. “That’s the policy.”

Seems neighborhood 
council “events” suddenly 

require legal review. Even 
though I remind them our last 
“event” where a whole bunch 
of high school kids staged a 
City Council candidate debate 
for 400+ people, required no 
legal review and was approved 
in 2 days?

“Yep, it’s a new policy,” the 
city says.  Yep, that’s 30 days.

In essence, one city agen-
cy trying to have an “event” 
on another’s real estate—actu-
ally, the people’s property in 
the form of a public park—re-
quires a team of attorneys?  

“It’s out of an abundance 
of caution,” the city says. 

I think, no, that’s wonk-
speak for bureaucratic “ass 
covering.” Resulting in more 
emails, more phone calls and 
enmity all around.  

And if you think having 
Mayor Garcetti hail from Sil-
ver Lake cuts any ice (or red 
tape) downtown, think again.  
Didn’t I read somewhere the 
city is all gung ho about “Get-
ting Back to Basics?” Appar-
ently, that message hasn’t fil-
tered down too well.

So, I’m ‘El PITA Réal’ for 
the foreseeable future. Apolo-
gies in advance.

Mark F. Mauceri is the 
LFNC’s Recreation Representa-
tive and a youth baseball coach.
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[IMMACuLATE HEART]

Always Their Home   
By Antonia Aguilar Cole ’16

The first 
day of June 
brings Class 

Day, and that means Im-
maculate Heart seniors will 
congregate on the school 
quad for the last time. Some 
will shed tears, some will 
hug friends, and others will 
celebrate as they make their 
first big step toward becom-
ing women of great heart and 
right conscience.

Class Day is a day of 
friendship, remembrance, 
and farewell. All 127 seniors 
are celebrated and recognized 
for their accomplishments on 
campus as well as out in the 
community. 

This Class Day will also 
feature a special farewell for 
Immaculate Heart President 
Julie McCormick, an alumna 
and mother of three IH alum-
nae, who retires this year af-
ter decades of service to the 
school. 

Now that the mounting 
stress from finals, projects, 
prom, and grades has drawn 
to an end, Immaculate Heart 
seniors are able to relax before 
graduation, despite mixed feel-
ings and a bit of apprehension 
for the future.

Senior Laura Bautista 
said, “I’m going to miss the 
friendships I have created 
with my fellow classmates and 
the community Immaculate 
Heart offers, but I’m also very 
excited to graduate!” Bautista 
will be attending Cal State LA 
next spring, but she knows she 
“will always be an IH sister at 
heart.”

 Two days after Class Day, 
seniors will take center stage at 

the Hollywood Bowl for their 
commencement ceremony.  
Dressed in white gowns, they 
will each carry a red rose bou-
quet as they receive recogni-
tion from school administra-
tors and teachers, as well as 
family and friends. 

This will not be a time 
for sadness. As they listen 
to speeches, the seniors will 
reminisce on their past four 
years—from their moments 
as awkward freshmen to their 
starry appearance as proud se-
niors on the Hollywood Bowl 
stage. 

Although seniors are an-
ticipating an emotional com-
mencement ceremony, they 
are excited to move on and 
find their own path in the 
world. Senior Juliet Meth, 
who is headed to UC Santa 
Cruz this fall, said that while 
she will miss her friends, she 
is ready for college and “a new 
start to redefine myself and 
find out where I belong in the 
world.”

In coming years, these 
Immaculate Heart graduates 
will become doctors, lawyers, 
engineers, scientists, and 
even CEOs. Through their 
contributions, they hope to 
improve, aid, and shape the 
world. After years of hard 
work in a demanding school, 
these girls have achieved  an 
education in both academics 
and spirituality. And, as they 
shake Principal Virginia 
Hurst’s hand, they are fully 
prepared to carry out and 
further the school’s legacy—
with the notion that, no mat-
ter what, Immaculate Heart 
will always be their home.

[LOS FELIZ STEMM]

Project Based Learning
By Claudette Weiland

This year, my school, Los 
Feliz STEMM, participated in 
project-based learning.  Every 
grade has a topic that they are 
learning about.  In sixth grade 
we learned about natural di-
sasters, including earthquakes, 
tsunamis, volcanic eruptions, 
and landslides.  

My group chose tsunamis 
as a topic.  We worked as a 
group and wrote three essays, 
made an iMovie, and even 
made a model demonstrating 
how a tsunami happens. 

My group wrote about a 
tsunami’s causes, effects, and 
how to be prepared for one. 
Tectonic plates can cause tsu-
namis when they come into 
contact with each other. 

 After a tsunami occurs, 

liquefaction can bring down 
buildings.  If a tsunami is 
able to occur in your area, you 
should be prepared by having 
supplies and an escape plan. 

My iMovie included all 
of these factors and more. 
I acted as a scientist telling 
our viewers about tsunami 
causes.  Another person in 
my group acted as an inter-
viewer and asked people “on 
the streets” about what they 
saw during the tsunami.  
Lastly, we had someone play 
a news reporter who told 
us how to be prepared and 
where to go in the event of 
a tsunami.  Project based 
learning has taught me so 
much this year and now I’m 
excited to learn more. 
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[EASTSIDE EYE]

Huntington’s New Visitor’s Center
Enhances Experience
By Kathy A. McDonald, Ledger Columnist

The Huntington Library, 
Art Collections and Botanical 
Gardens hold a special place 
in Northeast Los Angeles’ cul-
tural heart.  

Built by the railroad mag-
nate and entrepreneur Henry 
E. Huntington, it’s his for-
tune that still underwrites the 
sprawling institution. Change 
doesn’t come often to the 
Huntington but when it does, 
the results can be both impres-
sive and even monumental.

In the past, a visit could 
be a challenge: it always 
seemed hard to orientate one-
self within the grounds, gar-
dens and galleries. However, 
the newly completed Steven 
S. Koblik Education and Visi-
tor Center, located in the en-
trance palazzo immediately 
alters and improves a visitor’s 
experience. Not only is there 
an expanded Huntington 
gift store—a favorite stop for 
many—and new outdoor café 
seating at the entrance, the 
newly opened Mapel Orien-
tation Gallery spotlights both 
the history and collections in 
a way that makes planning a 
day’s visit much easier. 

Exhibits in the orientation 

gallery graphically illustrate 
the collections, layout and his-
tory of the Huntington. The 
new cafeteria offers indoor 
and outdoor seating under a 
shaded pergola. And several 
picturesque event spaces have 
been added as well, including 
a new auditorium with state-
of-the-art acoustics.

The visitor center’s loca-
tion opens up the north side 
of the property. There’s now 
a second way to enter and ex-
plore the gardens via a path 
that leads to the Conservatory 
and Children’s Garden and to 
the entrance of the Chinese 
Garden. The Huntington’s 
vast citrus groves, once out-of-
view, now immediately catch 
one’s eye.

Although there is much 
walking required with any 
visit, a picnic area just off the 
front entrance under oak trees 
offers a shaded spot for school 
groups and families. 

Overall, the vast assort-
ment of exquisitely tended 
gardens—including cactus, 
prize-winning camellias and 
tropical fauna—can be over-
whelming, but revised tour 
pamphlets outline the acre-

age into digestible bits. There’s 
even a map for a #selfie tour. 

The Huntington Library, 
Art Collections and Botani-
cal Gardens, 1151 Oxford 
Rd., San Marino, (626) 
405-2100, Huntington.org.

[EASTSIDE EYE PICKS 
FOR JuNE]

Sunshine Superman. 
Opening in theaters this 
month is Echo Park-based 
filmmaker Marah Strauch’s 
Sunshine Superman. The fea-
ture documentary follows the 
career of pioneer BASE jump-
er Carl Boenish—who is con-
sidered the father of a sport, 
which comes as close to hu-
man flight as possible. BASE 
stands for Building, Antenna, 
Span and Earth—the likely 

places jumpers use for launch-
ing points. 

Writer and director Strauch 
spent eight years making the 
film, utilizing archival materials 
inherited from her uncle, who 
was also a BASE jumper and 
vintage 16mm historic foot-
age—much shot by Boenish 
himself—which forms the core 
of the documentary.

The film captures Boen-
ish’s spirit and comes with an 
underlying message of push-
ing limits. 

“Carl was able to question 
and overcome artificial limita-
tions and was about going a 
little bit further,” Strauch said.

Sunshine Superman opens 
in theaters in Pasadena and 
West Hollywood on May 
29th. magpictures.com/sun-
shinesuperman

Record 
Commercial 
Sale For 
Los Feliz at 
$3.75 million

Believed to be the highest 
sale of a commercial property 
locally, 1670 Hillhurst Avenue 
was purchased in May for 
$3.75 million.

The owner has not been 
disclosed. Local realtors 
George and Eileen Moreno 
handled the sale for the 
buyer.

The building, built in 
1998, has two stories and over 
12,300 square feet of space as 
well as subterranean parking 
for 21 spaces. 
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A Parade of Many Colors
By Bridgette Webb, Ledger Contributing Writer 

LOS FELIZ—This year marked 
the 25th anniversary of Los 
Feliz STEMM Magnet’s Inter-
national Day celebration. The 
annual event aims to teach 
students about other cultures 
and traditions. 

In May, 425 Los Feliz 
elementary students—rang-
ing from kindergarten to 6th 
grade—participated in a pa-

rade of flags on the school’s 
blacktop, followed by interna-
tional dances. Over 24 differ-
ent countries were represented. 

Los Feliz Elementary is 
located near communities like 
Little Armenia and Thai Town 
and students with ties to many 
countries were represented at 
the celebration.  

“We are a very culturally 
diverse school,” said Kathy 
Pilkinton the school’s prin-
cipal. “Its important for the 
students to learn about and re-
spect other cultures as well as 
take pride in their own.” 

After the parade of flags 
each grade performed an in-
ternational dance. The 1st, 

2nd and 3rd graders represent-
ed Latin American, Chinese 
and Native American dances, 
respectively. The 4th graders’ 
dance was Greek inspired; 5th 
graders danced to the South 
African song “Pata-pata” and 
6th graders represented the 
United States with a depiction 
of the evolution of hip-hop. 

Teachers and students 

worked for a month to nail-
down the flag march and cho-
reography for each dance. 

A new addition to the cel-
ebration this year was an inter-
national food festival hosted 
by The Friends of Los Feliz 
STEMM, the school’s fund-
raising group. Proceeds will be 
donated back to the school.  

According to Pilkinton, 
parents were very involved in 
the festivities. Some even par-
ticipated in the parade don-
ning cultural garb.

“This was another great 
international day,” said Pilkin-
ton. “All of the students, teach-
ers, parents and staff made this 
event great.” 

It’s Playoff Time
For the Littler 
Guys
By Bridgette Webb 
Ledger Contributing Writer 

It’s not October yet, but it’s 
definitely baseball playoff time. 
Local elementary aged children 
are working out the kinks and 
putting on their rally caps for 
post-season play with the Sil-
ver Lake Recreation Center. 
The recreation center’s Minor 
League Division, for players 
ages 9 and 10, currently shows 
the Angels in first place fol-
lowed by the Padres. 

The Giants and the Red 
Sox are not far behind in 3rd 
and 4th place, respectively. 

The league has eight teams 
and began its season in April. 
Final regular season games 
will be May 30th followed by 
playoffs June 1st and then a 
championship game June 6th. 

“We definitely plan to 
make it to the playoffs,” said 
Mark Jones, the Angels head 
coach. “We have a really 
strong group this year, full of 
team players.” 

The Angels currently have 
a record of 6-4.

All remaining play will be 
held at Glassell Park Recreation 
Center, 3650 Verdugo Rd. 

 

“This is a historic victory, 
as Los Angeles embraces posi-
tive change for our schools,” 
said Rodriguez. 

Rodriguez had cam-
paigned, in part, on a mes-
sage of transforming middle 
schools.

“I am incredibly grateful 
for the support of so many 
parents, teachers and students, 
who rallied to support our ef-
fort,” Rodriguez said.  “This 
was a community effort and is 
a community victory.”

Smart charter school 
growth will be among key is-
sues Rodriguez will take on 
now that he has been elected 
as well as the selection of the 
district’s next superintendent 
after its former head, John 
Deasy, resigned last fall un-
der pressure after the district’s 
failed $1.3 billion iPad pro-
gram.

During the campaign, the 
now scrapped iPad rollout be-
came a clarion call to unseat 
incumbents. 

Only current board mem-
ber Richard Vladovic sur-
vived the May election, with 
incumbent Tamar Galatzan 
also losing 45.3% to Scott 
Mark Schmerelson, at 54.6% 
for a third LAUSD Board of 
Education seat. 

LAUSD from page 1

Los Feliz Elementary is located near communities like 
Little Armenia and Thai Town and students with ties to 
many countries were represented at the celebration.  

Everyone is 
Splendidly 
Happy Jeni’s Is 
Open Again
Bridgette Webb, 
Ledger Contributing Writer 

LOS FELIZ—Jeni’s Splendid 
Ice Creams reopened nation-
wide including their storefront 
May 22nd on Hillhurst Av-
enue. 

“The moment I heard 
about the contamination I 
freaked out,” said customer 
K.C. Barnes when the store 
reopened, “not just because of 
the bacteria but also because I 
would have to go without my 
ice cream.” 

Jeni’s closed stores and 
recalled products with the 
band’s name in April after Lis-
teria monocytogenes was dis-
covered in their products. 

In a statement from Chief 
Executive Officer John Lowe, 
he said Jeni’s found the Listeria 
“smoking gun” on a spout of 
one production machine and 
has since rectified the issue.  

“We have received noth-
ing but positive comments,” 
said Ethan Tupts, manager of 
the Los Feliz storefront. “The 
community has been really 
supportive.”
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in Silver Lake

2920 Sunset Boulevard • Silver Lake • 323-825-9223 • www.tribecapediatrics.com

• Guidance and support on sleep,
 nutrition and development

• Low intervention philosophy 

• 24/7 Accessibility

• Punctuality

• We take insurance

• Parking Available

Tribeca Pediatrics 
  is in your 
 neighborhood!

We care for your kids

MOMS CLUB OF
los fELIZ

FOR MORE INFO CHECK US OUT AT

LOSFELIZMOMSCLUB.ORG

MOMS OFFERING MOMS SUPPORT

[MOTHER OF INVENTION]

Climbing Out of the Darkness
By Rita Mauceri, Ledger Columnist   

Are you a “warrior mom?” 
Before you answer that ques-
tion, know that a warrior mom 
is not, as it may sound, the lat-
est version of a “tiger mom.” 
A warrior mom is something 
different, and far stronger. Let 
me explain.

A year ago, in June of 2014, 
the New York Times published 
a groundbreaking two-part se-
ries by Pam Belluck entitled, 
“Mother’s Mind.” The subject: 
maternal mental illness.

Both the hopeful first ar-
ticle, “Thinking of Ways to 
Harm Her,” and the tragic sec-
ond, “After Baby, an Unravel-
ing,” offered startling findings 
on just how varied the stages 
of mental illness affecting 
mothers can be. 

When they first appeared, 
the Times’ articles were lauded 
for shedding fresh light on an 

issue that is both more com-
plex and more prevalent than 
was once thought.

Most remarkably, Belluck’s 
feature told the stories of real 
women who were brave enough 
to share their experiences. These 
were not easy stories to read, so 
I can only imagine what they 
were like to live through. Most 
were heartrending and extreme, 
but still they somehow resonat-
ed with all moms.

We are familiar with 
postpartum depression, but 
as Belluck pointed out, de-
pression is not always post-
partum and can occur during 
pregnancy or even months 
after birth—as it did with 
actress Courteney Cox. 

In addition, maternal men-
tal illness doesn’t always surface 
as depression. It can appear as 
anxiety, bipolar disorder, or ob-
sessive-compulsive tendencies. 

Most women are braced 
for the typical stresses of par-
enthood, but few are prepared 
for depression. As mothers, 
we feel constant pressure to 
be strong, so the reality of 
being weak is not something 
we want to admit, much less 
share. Women who have ex-
perienced mental illness and 
lived through it have dubbed 
themselves “warrior moms.”

As with all mental illness-

es, the fact that people are now 
coming out, talking about it, 
and creating a public conver-
sation, is the beginning of the 
battle to beat it. 

On June 20th, Los Ange-
les will take part in the world’s 
largest event to raise awareness 
of maternal mental illnesses. 
Warrior moms and supporters 
throughout the area are invited 
to participate in “Climb Out 
of the Darkness” in Griffith 
Park. 

“[Postpartum depression] 
is a very scary, confusing and 
isolating experience. My main 
goal in leading this ‘Climb’… is 
to bring local moms together as 
a way to raise awareness and ul-
timately increase the amount of 
resources available to L.A.-area 
moms who need support.” 

The “Climb” is approxi-
mately three miles and begins 
at 8:30 a.m. in the picnic area 
next to Shane’s Inspiration 
playground. All climbers must 
register ahead of time.

As part of the “Climb,” 
participants all over the world 
will climb, hike, or walk to 
symbolize their stance against 
these mental illnesses and to 
raise funds for Postpartum 
Progress, a non-profit organi-
zation and support network 
for women around the world.

To register or get more in-
formation, go to postpartum-
progress.org or contact local 
Climb Leader, Ali Kozoll, at 
ClimbOutLA@gmail.com.

Whether you’re a warrior 
mom or not, this is a cause 
that impacts us all. So tell your 
story, help someone tell theirs, 
or just get out to Griffith Park 
and take a hike for change.

Oh! The Places They’ll Go: 
College Counselors On This Year’s 
Admissions
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

If you know a high school 
senior, you know that this 
year’s hot-button question has 
been, “So, what are your plans 
for next year?” 

Hopefully, by now, your 
senior has decided where 
they will spend the next four 
years and most likely one of 
the people who helped guide 
their decision was a college 
counselor.  

After months of advising 
and shepherding applications, 
four local college counsel-

ors spoke to the Ledger about 
where their graduates will 
matriculate this fall and the 
trends they saw this year.

“We are a very mixed 
school currently with 619 se-
niors,” said Tricia Bryan, a 
counselor at Los Feliz’s John 
Marshall High School, a pub-
lic school. “Close to half of our 
students are going to a four year 
college and the other half are 
going to community college.”

According to Bryan, she 
saw an increase in the dreaded 

“waitlist” for colleges this year, 
particularly for the Univ. of 
California system. 

Students are “waitlisted” 
for a college if their creden-
tials meet a school’s standards, 
but there are more applicants 
ahead of them with similar or 
better stats. 

This year, there were 
over 179,000 applications to 
UCLA and UC Santa Barbara 
alone. As California is a popu-
lar destination, these schools 
see applicants from not only in 

state, but from throughout the 
nation and the world.

Paul Jordan, a counselor 
at Loyola High School, a pri-
vate, Catholic boys school that 
has a senior class of approxi-
mately 300 students echoed 
that gaining an  acceptance 
letter from the UC schools is 
getting harder by the year. 

“I think it’s getting tough-
er for California students to 
take advantage of a system 
that was set up for them… 

This year, there were over 179,000 
applications to uCLA and uC Santa 

Barbara alone. As California is a popular 
destination, these schools see applicants 

from not only in state, but from 
throughout the nation and the world.

see ADMISSIONS page 30
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The UCs are placing more of 
an emphasis on out-of-state 
applicants [because they are 
charged a higher tuition.]”

Jordan estimated that a 
“handful” of Loyola graduates 
would be attending commu-
nity college, but the majority, 
he said, is heading to four-year 
colleges. 

Michael Heeter a 
counselor at Marlborough 
School—a private girls 
school serving grades 7-12—
and Elsa von Heydenreich, 
with Immaculate Heart—a 
private, Catholic girls school 
serving grades 6-12—both 
worked with senior classes of 
about 100 students. 

Marlborough is sending 
100% of its seniors to four 
year colleges while virtu-
ally all of the students at Im-
maculate Heart are doing the 
same. 

All the counselors agreed 
that Early Decision—a bind-
ing agreement early in the 
college admissions process 
to attend a school and Early 
Action, a non-binding agree-
ment—are increasingly play-
ing a strategic role in college 
applications.  

Both require an appli-
cant to apply early, usually 
in November instead of the 

following January. The odds 
of acceptance are higher, as 
there are fewer applicants, 
but nearly all those applying 
early have outstanding aca-
demic resumes.

Because of the Common 
Application, which allows a 
student to apply to several 
colleges with one press of the 
send button, colleges are re-
ceiving more applications than 
ever before. This has made it 
difficult for colleges to assess 
who is a serious candidate, so 
in some cases, and there are 
caveats, an Early Decision or 
Early Action applicant may 
gain an edge. 

 “Twenty-eight percent of 
the class was [accepted] as a 
result of Early Decision,” said 
Marlborough’s Heeter. “That’s 
high for us and we’d like to see 
that grow.”

Immaculate Heart’s von 
Heyenreich pointed out that 
with the Common Applica-
tion, the competition intensi-
fies as many students apply to 
schools that might not even be 
appropriate for them. 

“There are so many great 
institutions of higher educa-
tion in this country which 
students may have never heard 
of, but their counselors have. 
Trust the work of the coun-
selor,” she said.

ADMISSIONS from page 29
LAUSD officials were re-

minded in the fall of 2013 of 
the state law and finally in-
formed schools of the change 
in the fall of 2014. 

“It has taken a while for 
the district to plan the roll 
out of this policy,” said Nader 
Delnavaz, LAUSD director of 
college and career education. 
“The devil is in the details,” 
he said, referring to the dis-
trict now having to add this 
$300,000 annual expense to 
an already tight budget. 

Approximately 19,000 

seniors will graduate this 
year from LAUSD’s 160 high 
schools.  Because some school 
administrators said they feared 
the district will order inferiorly 
made caps and gowns to save 
money, individual schools, 
can chose to lose the cap and 
gowns all together and opt for 
a “free-dress” graduation. 

However, the LAUSD’s 
Delnavaz thinks that is unlikely. 

“Having a free-dress 
graduation brings up the ques-
tion of equal access,” he said, 
meaning the possibility of a 
mixed graduating class with 

some students wearing caps 
and gowns and some not. “The 
schools should use the cap and 
gowns provided.” 

For ceremonies starting 
this June, LAUSD officials ex-
pect the process to be “messy” 
and expensive, according to 
Delnavaz, as the district is 
forced to honor individual 
contracts some schools have 
already made with cap and 
gown providers. 

Adding to this year’s cost, 
the LAUSD must refund stu-
dents who have already rented a 
cap and gown if the student asks.

GRADS from page 1
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Immaculate Heart
A Private, Catholic, College Preparatory School for Girls Grades 6 – 12

5515 Franklin Avenue • Los Angeles, CA  90028 • (323) 461-3651 •  www.immaculateheart.org
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Congratulations to the Class of 2015!
   Our graduates have been accepted at universities and colleges across the country, including:

American University
Bard College
Boston University
California State Universities
Cal Poly Pomona
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
Catholic University of America
Colorado College
Columbia University
Connecticut College
Duke University
Emory University
Fordham University
Georgetown University
Gonzaga University
Hampshire College
Howard University
Indiana University Bloomington
Kenyon College
Loyola Marymount University
Loyola University Chicago
Loyola University New Orleans
Macalester College
Marquette University
Mount Holyoke College
New York University
Northwestern University

Occidental College
Pratt Institute
Purdue University
Reed College
Santa Clara University
Sarah Lawrence College
Seattle University
Spelman College
Stanford University
Syracuse University
Trinity University

UC Berkeley
UC Davis
UC Irvine
UCLA
UC San Diego
UC Santa Barbara
UC Santa Cruz
University of Chicago
University of Michigan
University of Oregon
University of San Diego
University of San Francisco
University of Southern California
University of Washington
Villanova University
Washington University in St. Louis

[OuT AND ABOuT]

June 2015
Compiled by Michael Darling

ART

Doug Fogelson and Don Fritz 
Fogelson’s Broken Cabinet 
photo series uses multiple 
exposures of colored light to 
bring life to plant and animal 
species going extinct due to 
climate change. Fritz’ Atomic 
Icons sculptures use Cold War 
era toys to explore war and 
gender identity. 

La Luz de Jesus Gallery, 
Fri., June 5th, 8 p.m. to 
Sun. June 28th. 
4633 Hollywood Blvd. 
Info: (323) 666-7667.  
laluzdejesus.com

BOOKS

The Diver’s Clothes Lie Empty 
Kate Chopin Award winner 
Vandela Vida reads from her 
new novel, a psychological 
thriller in which a woman 
visiting Casablanca, Morocco 
is robbed of her money and 
identity. Free. 

Skylight Books, 
Mon., June 15th, 7:30 p.m. 
1818 N. Vermont Ave. 
Info: (323) 660-1175
skylightbooks.com

Judy Blume Young adult fiction 
icon Blume discusses her career 
and her new book for adults, In 
the Unlikely Event with KPCC’s 
Alex Cohen. 

Aratani Theatre at the Japanese 
American Cultural & Community 
Center, Tue., June 9th, 7:30 p,m. 
244 South San Pedro St. 
Info: (213) 628-2725. jaccc.org

FILM

Los Angeles Film Festival The 
21st instalment of the annual 
festival features a line-up of 
promising indies and potential 
awards contenders, plus special 
programs devoted to genre 
filmmaking and movie music. 
Festival passes are $350 - $2,500, 
tickets to individual films vary. 

L. A. Live, LACMA and other 
venues, Wed., June 10th to 
Thurs., June 18th. Information: 
lafilmfest.com

MuSIC

JD McPherson Prior to his 
June 2nd show at the Greek, 

McPherson brings his brand of 
1950s inspired rock ‘n’ roll to 
Amoeba. He’ll perform songs 
from his sophomore release Let 
The Good Times Roll and sign 
copies for fans. Free. 

Amoeba Music, 
Mon., June 1st, 6 p.m. 
6400 Sunset Blvd. 
Info: (323) 245-6400, 
amoeba.com

Dirty Laundry TV Summer Fest 
Dirty Laundry is a web series 
in which indie rock bands 
are interviewed while they 
do their laundry at L. A. area 
laundromats, and to celebrate 
the summer solstice, the web 
series’ creators are organizing 
a day long concert. Featured 
performers at the 12-hour event 
include local up and comers like 
Colleen Green and Kera and the 
Lesbians, along with hardcore 
punk pioneer Mike Watt. $10.

 The Satellite, Sun. June 21st, 
2 p.m. 1717 Silver Lake Blvd. 
Info: thesatellitela.com

SCIENCE & NATuRE

Public Star Party Every month, 
the Griffith Observatory, with 
the help of the Los Angeles 
Astronomical Society and 
other groups, bring out a wide 
variety of telescopes so the 
public can explore all corners of 
the cosmos. This month’s star 
party should be particularly fun 
for amateur astronomers, as 
the moon will be shining near 
Saturn. Free. 

Griffith Observatory, 
Tues., May 26th, 7:45 p.m. 
2800 E. Observatory Rd., Griffith 
Park. Information: (213) 473-
0800, griffithobservatory.org

THEATER 

Golden Age of Radio With 
SAG-AFTRA A talented cast of 
actors perform classic radio 
plays of yesteryear, complete 
with onstage sound effects 
and vintage commercials. This 
month’s theme is “Moms, Dads, 
and Grads.” Free. 

The Autry National Center of 
the American West, 
Thurs., June 25th, 7:30 p. m. 
4700 Western Heritage Way. 
Information: theautry.org

COMEDY

The Hot Tub Show Every week, 
comics Kurt Braunohler and 
Kristen Schaal invite some of 
their friends (who just happen 
to be some of today’s hottest 
comedians) to take part in a one 
of a kind variety show. Tickets 
are $5. 

The Virgil. Mondays at 8 p. m. 
4519 Santa Monica Blvd. 
Info: hottubshow.tumblr.com

COMMuNITY

Arts And Crafts For Kids 
Every Monday, parents can 
bring children age two and 
up to the library for a fun 
afternoon of art creation. 
Materials are provided. Free. 

Edendale Library, 
Mondays at 3:30 p.m. 
2011 W. Sunset Blvd. 
Info: (213) 207-3000
lapl.org

Silver Lake Book Club 
This month’s book is Marguerite 
Duras’ 1984 book The Lover, an 
autobiographical novel set in 
French colonial Vietnam during 
the late 1920s. Free.  

Silver Lake Library, 
Tues., June 9th, 6:30 p.m. 
2411 Glendale Blvd. 
Info: (323) 913-7451
 lapl.org

DISCOVER THE SPIRIT OF BRAWERMAN EAST!
Newly renovated classrooms and 

facilities opening Fall 2015

W I L S H I R E  B O U L E V A R D  T E M P L E
Brawerman Elementary School East
Erika J. Glazer Family Campus * 3663 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90010 
www.brawerman.org

To visit us and experience our vibrant community,  
contact Peggy Davis, pdavis@brawerman.org

Performers for the Dirty Laundry TV Summer Fest include Colleen Green, pic-
tured here. The web series features indie rock bands being interviewed while 
doing their laundry at L.A. area laundromats. For the summer solstice, June 21st, 
series creators are celebrating with a daylong concert at the Satellite. 



Keller  Williams
1660 Hillhurst Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90027

323.668.7600
moreno@georgeandeileen.com
georgeandeileen.com
B.R.E. 00560275 & 01194455

Los Feliz • Silver Lake • Franklin Hills • Franklin Square • Atwater Village • Echo Park • Beachwood Canyon

Coming Soon

330 Raymondale Ave #3        South Pasadena    $599,000
Located in the Raymond Hills of South Pasadena. Charming 
unit with a Mid-Century flair, this 3+2 single story upper unit
offers a completely redone kitchen, stainless steel appliances, 
farmhouse sink, white quartz counter tops, dark mocha 
cabinetry, dining area & recessed lighting. Open floor plan 
with spacious balcony. Large LR. 3 good sized bedrooms. Close 
to shopping, restaurants, transportation & South Pas Schools.

3834 Clayton Avenue          Franklin Hills             $555,000
Calling all investors or owner users to view this great 2 + 1 
pied-a-terre in the hills with sweeping views. Unfinished area 
for possible expansion. Hardwood floors. Front area to create a 
wonderful front patio & seating area. Deck off Living Room &  
dining area to capture the spectacular views. One car garage. 
Apprx 884 square foot house & 3901 square foot lot is. A great 
opportunity in the hills. Frankln Elementary School District.

2251 Duane Street         Silver Lake Hills             $995,000
Character 1906 built Triplex with great curb appeal on a huge 
lot surrounded by lush greenery. Apartments include a Two 
bedroom, one bath upper unit, one bedroom one bath middle 
unit, plus a cute single apartment lowest unit. 2,802 square 
foot building and 11,256 lot with LARD2  zoning.  Great owner 
user or investment with potential for development. Walking 
distance to the reservoir. Close freeway access. A rare find!

George & Eileen Moreno Realtors
Over 1,000 properties sold in Your Neighborhood ~ 
Whether Buying or Selling...
Our Experience Could Make the Difference for you!

April 30th, 2015
Recently I came to George and Eileen Moreno to help me sell a home 
my husband had inherited.  It was a challenging property, a small 
1920s house on a Franklin Hills hillside.  The home was in disrepair 
from decades of neglect.   Over the years I had probably dealt with 
realtors about ten times and I was not looking forward to another 
real estate experience.   None of the prior dealings were pleasant, 
I was convinced a remarkable real estate transaction was impos-
sible. But from the moment I met George and Eileen to the close of 
escrow, this sale was different. I always took their advice and was 
never sorry, their experience and great instincts were evident at every 
turn. I was so impressed by the energy and enthusiasm they brought 
to the job. An open house was scheduled right away; I returned from 
a few days out of town to the news that they had 11 offers waiting 
for me.  With their guidance, we picked the best one and went from 
there.  They never let up, during escrow they kept me apprised of each 
inevitable wrinkle and were there to head off subsequent problems.  
Even though they had other listings, I never felt abandoned. I can’t 
imagine a better team to have working for you.   
        Victoria Walker          3834 Clayton Avenue, Los Feliz

Thank You George & Eileen....

We are pleased to announce that we 
recently sold one of the premier 
office buildings in Los Feliz located 
at 1670 Hillhurst Avenue.

We have extensive experience listing and 
selling commercial property & apartment 
buildings. We look forward to speaking 
with you if we can assist you with any of 
your real estate investments.

George & Eileen Moreno
323-668-7600

In Escrow In Escrow

2528 Ridgeview Avenue          Eagle Rock           $890,000
Stunning views. Picture-perfect 3 + 2 hillside 1927 Spanish 
Revival on a charming Eagle Rock cul-de-sac. Original details 
include storybook juliet balcony, wood beamed living room, 
hardwood floors, french doors. Kitchen with custom, extra 
deep cabinetry. Beautifully redone baths. Terraced backyard 
with a cozy outdoor fireplace and wondeful views at the top. 
Team member Dunia Handy Gill represented the buyers.

Sold

           Just Sold!                                               Premier Los Feliz Office Building                             $3,750,000

4123 Cumberland Avenue        Los Feliz          Call For Price
Completely renovated single story California bungalow. This  
3+2 home offers an open floor plan with beautifully renovated 
kitchen & baths. New wood flooring, cabinetry, counter tops, 
interior & exterior paint, landscaping and many upgraded 
systems too. The kitchen and master suite leads to a deck 
that’s perfect for entertaining and out to the yard. Detached 2 
car garage plus addt’l driveway parking. You’ll love this home!

1670 Hillhurst Avenue  • Los Feliz
Newer Two Story Office Bulding. Approximately 12,345 
square and 7,127 lot size . Subterranean parking with 21 
spaces + additonal parking. Great location. Close to All.


