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Hollywood Sign Dispute Adds to 
Ryu’s Pile of Inherited Lawsuits
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer

BEACHWOOD CANYON—A 
group of home and business 
owners operating under the 
name Homeowners on Beach-
wood Drive United (HBDU) 
have filed a lawsuit against the 
city over tourists using Beach-
wood Drive to access a popu-
lar view of the Hollywood 
Sign within Griffith Park. 

John Schwartz, an individ-
ual who owns a home on Beach-
wood Drive, is also listed as a 
petitioner in the suit, which al-
leges the “enjoyment and safety 
of his home…has been severely 
compromised by the large num-
bers of people who use his street 
to gain access to [the sign].”

Beachwood Drive, which 
has no sidewalks and is only 
30 feet wide at some points, is 

the main—and in many cases, 
the only—access point to more 
than 500 Beachwood Canyon 
homes, and the influx of tour-
ists on the street has caused sev-
eral safety issues, alleges the suit.

The lawsuit was filed in re-
sponse to former Los Angeles 
City Councilmember Tom La-
Bonge opening a new entrance 
to Griffith Park at the top of 
Beachwood Drive in January. 

According to the suit, La-
Bonge specifically promoted 
the new entrance as an access 
point for tourists and residents 
to view the Hollywood Sign. 

This resulted in “a steady 
flow of people, sometimes as 
many as thousands per day…
creating a series of dangerous 

see SIGN page 31

Discretionary 
Funds Used for 
City Salaries, 
Office Remodels 
and Events
By Allison B. Cohen

Over $8.6 million has 
been transferred from a dis-
cretionary fund intended to 
fix and remove blight in Los 
Angeles but used instead for 
salaries and other items not 
related to community rede-
velopment or the reduction of 
blight, what the funds were in-
tended for. 

According to documents 
obtained by the Ledger from 
the Los Angeles City Clerk in 
response to a California Pub-
lic Records Request regarding 
individual councilmember use 
of so-called AB1290 funds 
from 2012 to date, over $5.5 
million was used directly for 
salaries, over $2.5 million for 

see FUNDS page 30 see BEVMO page 13

see SALON page 28

Transcend Salon’s Bitter Goodbye
By Ezekiel Hernandez, Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELIZ—Transcend Salon 
will close its doors by the Aug 
13th, after an earlier deadline 
of July 25th. Ashoor “Bob” 
Geevargis, who has owned 
and run the salon for over 33 

years, said he has all but given 
up on trying to preserve his 
business after getting a sudden 
eviction notice.  

The salon’s original lease, 
he said, was locked in at about 

$3,800 a month. But Ge-
evargis said that he recently 
received, on short notice, 
that the monthly rent on a re-
newed lease would be north of 
$9,000.  

The building where the 
salon and the popular café, 
the Mustard Seed, is located 
was recently sold to James and 
Lisa Jeffs of Westgate Man-
agement, LLC, also of Los 
Angeles.

According to Geevargis, 
Mustard Seed “got a much 
better deal,” as they generate 
more foot traffic and has sub-
sequently renewed their cur-
rent release with the new prop-
erty owner well in advance of 
its December expiration. 

Attempts to reach Mus-
tard Seed’s owner were unsuc-
cessful. Multiple calls to prop-
erty owners Lisa and James 
Jeffs were not returned. 

July brought strange weather including both cooler and hotter than normal temperatures and a sudden thunder 
and lightning storm mid month. Humidity was also high, causing Southern California to feel more like South Caro-
lina. Locals in Los Feliz beat the heat with nightly strolls and ice cream. Photo: Eric Crespo.  
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Church Schism 
Spills BevMo!
By Allison B. Cohen

LOS FELIZ—Within the space 
of a couple of weeks, a chain 
liquor store has applied for 
and pulled an application for 
a license to sell alcohol on the 
site of the soon-to-be vacated 
Citibank branch at Hillhurst 
and Finley avenues.

Due to numerous compli-
cations, BevMo is no longer 
seeking the commercial space, 
which it had been in negotia-
tions for during the past sev-
eral months.

Reasons why West Coast 
headquartered BevMo decided 
against moving into the loca-
tion vary. Some have said they 
withdrew their application 
after state documents showed 
an over saturation of liquor 
licenses in the area. Others, 
however, said BevMo’s retreat 
was due to its not wanting 

Ashoor “Bob” Geevargis (far right) is shown here with the salon’s manager Gissa 
Davani and actor Charles Esten Puskar III, known professionally as “Chip” Esten. 
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Corrections & 
Amplifications
In our June 2015 story, “Salon 
Owner Says New Owner Wants 
to ‘More than Double Rents,’” 
we indicated negotiations 
between St. Mary’s Church 
of the Angels and BevMo had 
“snagged” and the church was 
considering leasing the site to 
Walgreen’s drug store. In fact, 
BevMo and the church were 
still in negotiations, which have 
only now stopped after BevMo 
pulled its application for liquor 
licenses at the site on July 21st. 
We regret the error.

[LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER]

As some of 
you know, 
we just cel-
ebrated our 
10th an-
n iver sa r y. 

About 50 or so—including 
local politicians and pundits, 
reporters, columnists, adver-
tisers and friends—joined us 
at the Alcove Bungalow on 
Hillhurst Avenue, adjacent to 
our new offices, for a spirited 
party July 9th. The Alcove 
even served up specially de-
signed cocktails for the occa-
sion: the “Ledger Lemondrop” 
(gin) and the “Muckraker” 
(bourbon).

We edited and showed 
during the party a 30-minute 
movie of some of our news 
coverage and I must say, even 
I was surprised at the breadth 
of what we’ve accomplished in 
10 years. 

In retrospective, it was 
telling how often many of 
the same issues came up re-
peatedly in our headlines: is-
sues regarding Griffith Park, 
development, the Silver Lake 
“Meadow,” good deeds by 
neighbors and locals, the Au-
try expansion (it never hap-
pened) and the almost for-
gotten Silver Lake Reservoir 
“black balls.” 

If you want to check the 
movie out, it’s posted on our 
website. It may be long, but it’s 
got a great soundtrack of Bob 
Dylan, the Foo Fighters, Elton 
John, Dusty Springfield, and 
the Pretenders, to name a few. 

Our big story this month 

is about BevMo backing out of 
leasing the soon-to-be vacated 
Citibank building on Hillhurst 
Avenue. The issue brought out 
lots of concern in the commu-
nity including anonymous flyers 
(whose creator we’ve named in 
our story that starts on the front 
page); accusations of “secret 
meetings” (that turned out to be 
untrue) and a general sense of 
worry that whomever eventually 
rents that space—as well as the 
soon-to-be vacated Transcend 
Salon, also on Hillhurst—could 
potentially change the character 
of Los Feliz. 

Los Feliz Neighborhood 
Council members President 
Linda Demmers and V.P. 
Mark Mauceri did kick into 
overdrive when they became 
fully aware of BevMo’s liquor 
license request and the subse-
quent community backlash. 
Meanwhile, the Los Feliz 
Improvement Assoc. and the 
Los Feliz Village Business Im-
provement District (LFVBID) 
both chose to do nothing. 

The interests of local busi-
nesses are directly in the LFV-
BID’s crosshairs, so I’m at a 
loss as to why it didn’t get in-
volved. The LFVBID actually 
held its monthly governing 
meeting July 8th at the very 
location where BevMo’s appli-
cation was posted July 1st.

In an email to the Ledger, 
LFVBID president Chris Ser-
rano wrote: “Although we had a 
board meeting on the 8th, most 
of the board was unaware of 
[the] posting until then. Had 
BevMo pursued their applica-

tion, we would most likely have 
included them on our agenda 
for August.”

In short order, I retrieved 
data from the Alcoholic and 
Beverage Control (ABC) web-
site that showed Los Feliz Vil-
lage is already over saturated 
with liquor licenses. As such, 
and with public protests to 
ABC about the application, 
BevMo would have had to go 
through at least one additional 
hoop for approval: that the 
store would have been out of 
“public, convenience and ne-
cessity.” 

Given that benchmark, 
the neighborhood outcry and 
because the BevMo outlet 
would have been housed in 
property owned by a church, 
I doubt the application would 
have been granted.

Such information could 
have, and should have, been 
provided to local business 
owners by the LFVBID to at 
least quell their concerns, if 
only temporarily.  
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[STREET LEVEL]

Uber: Pick Up or Put It Down?
By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer

The ride share company 
Uber has been the subject of 
two vastly different rulings re-
cently. On July 16th, a Califor-
nia Public Utilities Commis-
sion judge ruled that Uber pay 
a $7.3 billion fine for failing to 
provide information about re-
quested rides, services for the 
handicapped and accidents. 

On the other hand, on 
July 17th, the Los Angeles Air-
port Board of Commissioners 
gave Uber and Lyft the OK 
to pick up travelers making it 
the largest airport to allow ride 
share pick-ups. 

What do you think of 
Uber? Have you had any note-
worthy experiences with the 
company? 

“In principal I 
support their 
rights. If 
[Uber’s] put-
ting the taxis 
out of business, 

then the taxis will have to 
adapt.” 
–Catherine P., outside the 
Vintage Los Feliz Theater

“I know they’re 
competing with 
taxis and I’m 
pro-taxi. They 
need to be bet-
ter regulated.” 

–Luigi P., outside Vintage 
Los Feliz Theater

“I’ve used Uber 
and was think-
ing about how 
convenient it 
was. I’ve always 
wished we’ve 

had better mass transit. It’s a 
45 minute walk from my 
house to the subway. A Uber 
there is cheap and cabs are ex-
pensive. But cabs have better 
regulation. I would take a cab 
over a Uber driver if cabs were 
more cost competitive.” 
–Bruce B., outside Skylight 
Books Annex

“I’ve only used 
it once and 
thought it was 
cheaper and 
faster than a 
cab.” 

–Zoren E., outside El Greco 
Café

“My boyfriend 
uses Uber and I 
haven’t heard 
any bad experi-
ences. I don’t 
know if I’d use 

it as a female traveling as I’d 
want to make sure the drivers 
have been background 
checked.” 
–Kelly G, outside the 1816 
Vermont Avenue pop-up 
shop

Scientology Hearing Delayed For
2nd Time
By Allison B. Cohen

LOS FELIZ—A hearing by 
the Los Feliz Neighborhood 
Council (LFNC) regarding 
the Church of Scientology’s 
plans to install an illuminated 
logo on a 15-story tall antenna 
was not heard by the council 
in July. 

Initially, church officials 
were to have presented plans at 
the June meeting of the coun-
cil, but the matter was post-
poned at the church’s request 
to have more preparation time.

Church officials did not 
respond to a request for com-
ment regarding when they will 
bring the matter again before 
the LFNC. 

An existing 160-foot 
antenna is located on the 
102-year-old broadcast stu-
dio lot that formerly belonged 
to KCET, which the church 
acquired in 2011. The stu-

dios were listed as a Los An-
geles cultural monument in 
1928. The location is now 
the church’s production and 
broadcasting headquarters.

Previously, during a sub 
committee meeting of the 
LFNC in June, locals spoke 
out against the signage, ex-
pressing concern over its di-
mensions, lumens and visibil-
ity.

Gensler—a design firm 
with 46 offices worldwide—
has been contracted by the 
church to fit the top of the 
tower with a metal logo em-
blem and a “halo” ring of LED 
lighting.

The church received ap-
proval from the city earlier this 
year. However, two city agen-
cies recommended the LFNC 
get more feedback from the 
public.
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Locals Doubt Priest Retreat 
House Could be Re-zoned If 
Hollister Prevails 
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELIZ—As the ongo-
ing legal battle between Katy 
Perry, Dana Hollister, the Los 
Angeles Archdiocese and a 
group of nuns over the sale of 
a Waverly Drive convent con-
tinues, locals say it is unlikely 
that Hollister, who wants to 
turn the property into a hotel, 
would be able to get the re-
quired variance to do so. 

According to Los Feliz Im-
provement Association (LFIA) 
President Chris Laib, even if 
Hollister were awarded the 
property in court, to turn it into 
a hotel, she would need approval 
from every resident within 500 
feet of the property. 

One of those residents, 
Karen Stetler, said when she 
and her neighbors heard ru-
mors that Hollister was in-
terested in the property, they 
feared a “disastrous outcome.”

“We were well aware of 
the misery she wreaked upon 
the Micheltorena neighbors 
with her party house usage of 
the former Paramour convent 
in Silver Lake,” Stetler said, re-
ferring to the Paramour Man-
sion, a former convent that 
became Hollister’s home after 
her failed attempt to turn it 
into a hotel in 1998.

Hollister has hosted fun-
draisers at Paramour and has 
rented it out for filming and 
private events. 

According to Laib, though 
Los Feliz residents are con-
stantly “under attack” from 
zoning loopholes, there are no 
loopholes in this instance.

“It’s zoned for residential. 
It’s not zoned for commercial. 
That’s all there is to it,” he said.

But the LFIA’s opposition 
to Hollister purchasing the 

property is not personal, said 
Laib.

“Perry using the house as 
a residence is a better appli-
cation and use for the neigh-
borhood,” he said. “If Perry 
decides she wants to hold con-
certs there, then she would 
face the same opposition.” 

According to Stetler, this 
is not the first time the topic 
of rezoning the property has 
come up.

Stetler said the LFIA, 
the Los Feliz Neighborhood 
Council (LFNC), the imme-
diate neighbors and Renee 
Weitzer, the long time chief 
of land use planning for Los 
Angeles City Council District 
4—where the property is lo-
cated—met about a year ago 
to discuss the Archdiocese’s 
proposal for a partial rezoning 
to expand use of the property 
to include retreats and confer-
ences. 

Stetler said the group, 
under the impression that the 
Archdiocese was not planning 
to sell the property, reached 
a compromise that would al-
low for partial rezoning of the 
property. However, according 
to CD4’s Weitzer, no decision 
on the partial rezoning was 
made and no additional infor-
mation on the request can be 
found. 

“It could be that the Arch-
diocese withdrew their appli-
cation,” she said. “I have no 
previous files as they have all 
been destroyed by the [La-
Bonge] administration.”

Although Stetler expressed 
disappointment over the Arch-
diocese’s failure to inform the 
group they had decided to sell, 

see ARCHDIOCESE page 6

New Retail Remakes Sunset Boulevard
By Kathy A. McDonald, Ledger Columnist

SILVER LAKE—Mid-Sunset 
Boulevard is a study in con-
trast of the “old” and the 
“new” as long standing busi-
nesses close and are replaced 
with upscale shops catering to 
the fashionable crowd. 

On the south side, the 
popular Millie’s Café still 
draws the masses as it has 
for decades for breakfast and 
lunch. The mini-mall next 
door continues to have its es-
tablished franchise outlets of 
Subway, Domino’s and Baskin 
Robbins.

But the changes are dra-
matic and ongoing elsewhere 
on this side of the street. Mex-
ican-South American eatery 
Alegria closed after 22 years 
after owner Nadine Trujillo 
retired in July. 

The Banks—a skate, 
clothing and accessories 
shop—opened in February 
next door to Purgatory Pizza 
at the Junction, which re-
placed Madame Matisse ear-
lier this year.

Across Sunset Boulevard 

on the north side, the com-
plete upgrade and redesign of 
the block attracted several new 
businesses to the quaint strip 
of low-rise storefronts. 

Retrosuperfuture, a pur-
veyor of designer sunglasses, 
is now occupying the Liv-
ing Room’s former expansive 
space.  

A branch of Aesop, the lux-
uriant Australian skincare and 
bodycare line, has also recently 
opened as has Shinola Detroit, 
which offers American-made 
accessories from watches to 
hand-crafted leather goods to 
artisan-detailed bicycles.

Within Shinola Detroit is 
another new enterprise: a small 
outpost of Pressed Juicery, the 
Brentwood-originated, cold 
pressed juice makers. 

“Silver Lake is such a vi-
brant area of LA with a true 
neighborhood culture,” said 
Hayden Slater, one of the firm’s 
co-founders, “making the addi-
tion of Pressed Juicery’s healthy 
juice options a natural fit.” 

The fresh vegetable and 

fruit juices are made via a 
custom hydraulic press, to 
preserve nutrients and flavors, 
and then bottled. 

At the Silver Lake store-
within-a-store, samples are of-
fered of Pressed Juicery’s inno-
vative blends like the refreshing 
mix of navel orange, turmeric, 
Fuji apple and lemon. 

The marriage of brands 
is notable in such a limited 
space. 

“I think there’s an interest-
ing intersection of the fashion 
and food and beverage indus-
tries,” said Hayden, “as com-
panies are truly evolving into 
lifestyle brands rather than op-
erating in one specific sector.”

Last but not least, French 
Clothier A.P.C., has made a 
dramatic debut on the Bou-
levard with its slatted wood 
façade designed by Paris-based 
Laurent Deroo Architecture. 

It is a striking addition to 
the evolving streetscape that 
seems to be changing monthly.

A.P.C., 3517 Sunset Blvd.
(424) 252-2761, apc.fr

Pressed Juicery 
3515 Sunset Blvd. 
pressedjuicery.com

Shinola Detroit 
3515 Sunset Blvd. 
(323) 473-5250, shinola.com

The Banks
3532 W. Sunset Blvd.
(323) 928-2300 
thebanksla.com

The Pressed Juicery store-within-a store at Shinola Detroit.



RESERVATIONS REQUIRED | R.S.V.P. (323) 644-5088

 OPTIONAL $50 OPTIONAL $50 OPTIONAL $50 GALA DINNER GALA DINNER GALA DINNER
Cocktail hourCocktail hourCocktail hour 7:30PM7:30PM7:30PM  |  |  | Seated Dinner Seated Dinner Seated Dinner 8:00PM 8:00PM 8:00PM Seated Dinner 8:00PM Seated Dinner Seated Dinner Seated Dinner 8:00PM Seated Dinner 8:00PM Seated Dinner 8:00PM Seated Dinner Seated Dinner Seated Dinner 8:00PM Seated Dinner

 WITH GUEST SPEAKERS: WITH GUEST SPEAKERS: WITH GUEST SPEAKERS:
District Attorney Jackie Lacey & LAPD Deputy Chief Beatrice GirmalaDistrict Attorney Jackie Lacey & LAPD Deputy Chief Beatrice GirmalaDistrict Attorney Jackie Lacey & LAPD Deputy Chief Beatrice Girmala

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED | R.S.V.P. (323) 644-5088RESERVATIONS REQUIRED RESERVATIONS REQUIRED | R.S.V.P. (323) 644-5088RESERVATIONS REQUIRED | R.S.V.P. (323) 644-5088|RESERVATIONS REQUIRED | R.S.V.P. (323) 644-5088RESERVATIONS REQUIRED | R.S.V.P. (323) 644-5088 R.S.V.P. (323) 644-5088RESERVATIONS REQUIRED | R.S.V.P. (323) 644-5088

THIS EVENT INCREASES AWARENESS ABOUT POLICE PROGRAMS IN COMMUNITIES , 
SUCH AS DRUG PREVENTION , TOWN WATCH , NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH AND OTHER ANTI -CRIME EFFORTS .

THIS EVENT INCREASES AWARENESS ABOUT POLICE PROGRAMS IN COMMUNITIES , 
SUCH AS DRUG PREVENTION , TOWN WATCH , NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH AND OTHER ANTI -CRIME EFFORTS .

GREEK THEATRE PLAZA

6:00pm - 9:30pm

Free Event for

   the CommunityFree Event forCommunityFree Event for

 MUSIC ON THE PLAZA STAGE  &   EVENTS FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

All proceeds will support local charities 

Night Out

National

N E D E R L A N D E R  C O N C E R T S

TUESDAY, AUGUST 4

National

N E D E R L A N D E R  C O N C E R T S



Los Feliz Ledger

Page 6 www.losfelizledger.com August 2015COMMUNITY NEWS

FREE AD SPECIAL!

CONTACT Libby Butler-Gluck at libby@losfelizledger.com or (323) 644-5536 for ad rates!

08/27/2015
PAPER DELIVERY

08/13/2015
AD RESERVATION DEADLINE

FOR NEW ADVERTISERS
Sign up for contract advertising you will receive a 

FREE AD and 50% OFF COLOR. 

she said she sides with them in 
the dispute.

“Although we now feel 
the Diocese was not neces-
sarily negotiating with us in 
good faith, we are still in full 
support of their battle to pre-
vent the property from going 
to Dana Hollister,” Stetler 
said. “The sisters may perhaps 
have valid complaints against 
the Diocese, but we find it an 
outrage that they would try to 
inflict a hotel, bar, restaurant 
and party space on a quiet 
family neighborhood where 

they lived for so many years,” 
she said.

Laib said he thinks that 
for the nuns, the sale is less 
about the proper use of the 
property than their desire to 
maintain some sort of control 
over it. 

Ultimately, like most of 
the changes to the neighbor-
hood the LFIA has opposed, 
“it’s a philosophical issue,” 
said Laib.

“We want Los Feliz to be 
Los Feliz,” Laib said. “We like 
it quaint, we like it historic…
That’s why we live here.” 

ARCHDIOCESE from page 4

Attorneys for Unarmed Man Shot by LAPD
Demand Name of Other Officer Involved
By Allison B. Cohen

LOS FELIZ—Attorneys for 
Walter De Leon, the man who 
was critically shot by a Los An-
geles police officer June 19th, 
are demanding the Los Angeles 
Police Dept. (LAPD) release 
the name of the second officer 
involved in the shooting.

According to Ben Meiselas, 
an attorney with Los Angeles 
based law firm Geragos and 
Geragos, the law firm has filed a 
public records request July 6th 
demanding the officer’s name, 

saying not releasing it violates a 
2014 California State Supreme 
court decision that the names 
of officers involved in shootings 
must be released. 

According to an LAPD 
spokesperson, the officer’s 
name will only be released at 
the discretion of the investi-
gator currently reviewing the 
shooting. Earlier, the LAPD 
said they are withholding the 
name of the second officer 
calling him a “witness” to the 

incident.
According to Meiselas, the 

state ruling requires the names 
of officers involved in such inci-
dences be released regardless if 
they were the shooter or not.

Officer Cairo Palacios was 
named by the LAPD, June 
26th as the officer that shot 
De Leon, 48, in the head and 
chest on Los Feliz Boulevard, 
after De Leon motioned to the 

officers, who were driving in 
a patrol car.

De Leon had a gray towel 
draped over his arm. Accord-
ing to police officials, the of-
ficers feared he was carrying 
a concealed weapon and Pala-
cios opened fire, when, author-
ities say, he did not respond to 
requests to “drop your gun, 
drop your gun.”’

De Leon was unarmed. 
He has undergone multiple 
surgeries at Los Angeles Coun-
ty-USC Medical Center and is 
expected to survive, according 
to attorneys. De Leon was hit 

in the eye as well as the chest.
Palacios has been re-

moved from duty until results 
of an investigation of the in-
cident is complete. Findings 
will be reviewed by LAPD 
Police Chief Charlie Beck, 
the Office of the Inspector 
General and the LAPD Board 
of Commissioners.

California Public Records 
protocol dictates requested 
information of government 
agencies be released within 10 
days if the request does not im-
pose “unusual circumstances” 
or is deemed “voluminous.”
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Former Staffer Named Ryu Field 
Deputy for Larchmont 
Unnamed Los Feliz Deputy Starts August 4
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer

LARCHMONT—Newly elect-
ed Los Angeles City Coun-
cilmember David Ryu (CD4) 
has named Nikki Ezhari as his 
field deputy for the Miracle 
Mile, Wilshire and Larchmont 
areas of Council District 4. 
Additionally, a deputy for Los 
Feliz will start August 4th, but 
Ryu officials declined to pro-
vide her name at press time.

For Ezhari, the role is a 
familiar one as she managed 
the same neighborhoods for 
former Councilmember Tom 
LaBonge four years ago. 

Ryu’s Chief of Staff Sarah 
Dusseault said there was an 
“overwhelming outcry” from 
Larchmont-area residents for 
Ezhari’s return to the district 
and that the office was consid-
ering her for the position long 
before they realized she had 
already applied for it. 

“Nikki’s knowledge of the 
city is incredible. . . . We are so 
excited to have her,” said Dus-
seault. 

Ezhari said bringing city 
services to the community is a 
priority for her, and she “wants 
the community to feel that 
their local government works 
for them,” echoing statements 
made by Ryu during his elec-

tion campaign.
Following Chief of Land 

Use Renee Weitzer, Ezhari will 
be Ryu’s second appointment 
of a former LaBonge staffer. 

Ezhari left LaBonge’s of-
fice for a similar position at 
Councilmember Paul Kreko-
rian’s office (CD2), where she 
oversaw Valley Glen, Valley 
Village and Van Nuys.

She said she hopes to use 
her experiences from her time 
in CD2 to serve a CD4 that is 
very different from the one she 
served four years ago.

“The city is so vast, and has 
gone through so much change 
in the past few years,” she said. 

Although official priori-
ties have not been established 
yet, Ezhari said she is “really 
excited to be back at CD4” 
and “open to anything [Ryu] 
needs” from her. 

Ezhari will also start in 
her new role August 4th.

Nikki Ezhari

Hyperion Homes Stopped After 
Locals Hire Land-Use Attorney
 By Allison B. Cohen

LOS FELIZ—Developers have 
withdrawn an application to 
build six single-family homes 
at 2241 N. Hyperion Avenue 
at the recommendation of 
their legal counsel. 

According to Sarkis 

Khatchadourian, develop-
ers Hyperion Partners, LLC, 
withdrew their request, at least 
temporarily, after Los Feliz res-
idents Jenny and John Schulte 
hired land-use attorney Rob-
ert Silverstein due to their and 

other local residents’ concerns 
about the project. Silverstein, 
out of Pasadena, successfully 
stopped the construction of 
the controversial Millennium 
project in Hollywood. 

Silverstein, through represen-
tation of various neighborhood 
groups, has now won four major 
court victories all dealing with 
increased density in and around 
Hollywood, including the now 
stalled construction of a Target at 
Sunset Blvd. and Western Ave. 

“Our counsel recom-
mended instead of going for-
ward, we rework the project 
for better chances of approv-
al,” said Khatchadourian. 

Some locals living near the 
proposed project hired Silver-
stein to help stop the project as 
they expressed concern about the 
project’s height and that a study 
of impacts, such as traffic, had 
not been conducted. According 

to Khatchadourian, the city did 
not require an environmental 
impact review for the project. 

The project would divide 
one parcel of land into six lots. 
Each lot would have had a 
four-story home of about 1,700 
square feet. Initially, each unit 
had a small swimming pool 
on each rooftop, but develop-
ers removed that component 
of the project earlier. 

Still, that was not enough 
to satisfy some area residents 
that have expressed the proj-
ect’s overall size is not in keep-
ing with the neighborhood 
and its height would block 
views. 

According to Khatchadou-
rian, the developers are now 
reworking the project and will 
present revised plans again. 

“We plan on submit-
ting the same project,” 
Khatchadourian said, and will 

“modify it to comply with a 
more approvable format.” 

According to Khatchadou-
rian there is no date yet for when 
the new plans will be available. 

“Timing wise, it is putting 
us in a big delay,” he said. “It’s 
very unfortunate.  We are try-
ing to comply with city rules. 
But [residents] have gotten 
specialized attorneys that slow 
down and stop projects for oth-
er reasons.”

According to Khatchadou-
rian, the developers have met all 
the city’s codes and ordinances. 

“Mr. Silverstein’s group 
has stopped other projects,” 
Khatchadourian said. “So, 
even though it’s a tiny, tiny 
project, only six units, we are 
being cautious.” 

According to Khatchadou-
rian, if the project is ever ap-
proved, the six units will be 
listed for sale at market rate.
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http://www.bandofthegoldenwest.af.mil/

U.S. Air Force Band of the Golden West
presents

Monday August 3rd

FREE CONCERT

For ADA accommodations, call (213) 228-7430 at least 72 hours prior to event

6:30 P.M.
Silver Lake Branch

2411 Glendale Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90039

for tickets and more information:
(323) 913-7451

http://www.lapl.org/branches/silver-lake

Drinking Troughs For Coyotes?
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

Los Angeles City Coun-
cilmember Paul Koretz of 
Council District 5 introduced 
a motion July 1st asking the 
city’s Dept. Of Animal Servic-
es to develop a plan to provide 
water to wild animals living in 
the natural areas of the city, 
such as Griffith Park.

The goal, according to 
Koretz’s motion, is to keep 
wild animals in the wilderness 
and out of residential neigh-
borhoods as coyote attacks on 
residential pets have been re-
ported from Los Feliz to Han-
cock Park and as far south as 
the Santa Monica Freeway.

According to the city’s an-
imal services department, wa-
ter may not work at all to keep 
animals from straying into 

residential areas and create the 
unintended consequence of 
drawing some animals to the 
water, making them easy tar-
gets for predatory wildlife and 
therefore upsetting the natural 
eco-system.

Hoang Dinh, an officer 
with Animal Services, said he 

is ambivalent about Koretz’s 
proposal.

“I just don’t feel we should 
implement it too quickly,” he 
said. “It needs a lot more re-
search.”

Currently, the main tool 
the agency uses to fight coyote 
infiltration in residential areas 
is education of the commu-
nity. 

They advocate residents 
should not leave out food and 

water; keep trash cans sealed; 
clear brush where coyotes 
could hide and never feed or 
care for a wild animal. 

They also suggest more 
aggressive tactics such as yell-
ing, jangling keys or throw-
ing a tennis ball to scare away 
an animal.

Dinh said he believes 
these tips can be effective, but 
only when the whole commu-
nity is following them. He has 
seen cases where the neighbor 
who reports a coyote attack 
lives near another neighbor 
who is caring for a sick coyote.  

Having heard the concerns 
of his constituents—some of 
whom live in the foothills of the 
Santa Monica Mountains—
Koretz said he believed some 
action needed to be taken.

“[Koretz’s motion] is an 
attempt to do something 

that may be 
m o d e s t … 
[or] may be 
signif icant”, 
said a spokes-
man from 
Koretz’s of-
fice. “If it has 
some effect 
and keeps 
some coyotes 
from leaving 
their natural habitat and wan-
dering into residential areas, 
that’s a positive effect. . . . We 
want to do things that are pro-
ductive to ease the situation.”

Mark Steinberg, a home-
owner in the Los Feliz Oaks, 
has tried for months to con-
vince Animal Services to take 
an active role in re-instilling 
a fear of humans in the local 
coyote population.

“While I can’t address 

the potential impact of the 
councilmember’s proposal, 
Steinberg said, “I’m encour-
aged that someone in higher 
authority understands that 
Animal Services and other 
agencies with wildlife respon-
sibilities should be doing more 
than lecturing us,” he said.

The motion has currently 
been referred to the city coun-
cil’s Arts, Parks, Health, Ag-
ing and River committee for 
further review.

[CRIME BLOTTER]

Crime on the Rise

There were 212 reported 
crimes in our coverage area 
from June 15th to July 15th.

There was one homicide, 
which took place on Rock-
wood Street and Union Ave-
nue on June 23rd, two rapes—
July 12th in the 3300 block of 
San Fernando Road and July 
15th in the 2800 block of Sun-
set Boulevard—22 assaults, 
59 burglaries or thefts from a 
vehicle, 41 cases of theft, 32 
home burglaries, 25 vehicles 

stolen, 14 robberies, 9 cases of 
shoplifting and four bicycles 
stolen. 

The area saw an overall in-
crease in crimes for the report-
ing period, when compared 
to the previous month, with 
assaults doubling, robberies 
nearly tripling, and burglaries, 
thefts and stolen vehicles all 
up, according to Los Angeles 
Police data.

To see a full list, visit los-
felizledger.com

Having heard the concerns of his constituents—
some of whom live in the foothills of the 

Santa Monica Mountains—Koretz believed 
some action needed to be taken.
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Hollywood Arts Council’s 

30th Annual 
Children’s Festival of the Arts 

•	 Casey	McCabe,		
AMP	Radio	97.1	DJ,	Emcee

•	 Dance	and	music		
from	around	the	world	

•	 Family	art	workshops	

•	 Child	celebrities	

•	 And	other	surprises!	

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9TH, 2015 
12 noon - 4:30 

Paramount Pictures 
5555 Melrose Avenue, Hollywood, CA 90038 
For more information, call (323) 871 - 2787 

www.hollywoodartscouncil.org 

We thank our sponsors: Paramount Pictures, Los Angeles County Arts Commission, 
City of Los Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs, Six Flags Magic Mountain, 

Central Hollywood Neighborhood Council, Hollywood Hills West Neighborhood Council, 
East Hollywood Neighborhood Council, Hollywood Studio District Council, 

Children’s Hospital LA, Hollywood Hotel, Los Angeles Zoo, Discover Hollywood Magazine, 
Barnsdall Arts, Casey McCabe and AMP Radio 97.1, Zimmer Children’s Museum, 
Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell, BookPals SAG Foundation, Whole Foods WEHO, 

Sparkling Ice, Green Truck, Barnsdall Arts, Kids Artistic Sense, PLAY, Paint:Lab, Tutor Doctor 

FREE! 

[PROFILE]

Local Congressman Adam Schiff Gaining In Profile,
Taking on National Issues
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer

If you’ve ever watched 
CNN, even just on occasion, 
chances are you’re familiar 
with U.S. Congressman Adam 
Schiff. Schiff, who represents 
California’s 28th congressio-
nal district, which includes 

Los Feliz, Silver Lake and 
Hollywood, is not only Wolf 
Blitzer’s chosen spokesperson 
to appear on the cable news 
network regarding terrorist ac-
tivities, but he recently intro-
duced a constitutional amend-

ment that would improve the 
regulation of campaign spend-
ing by overturning the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s decision in 
Citizens United, said he be-
lieves Congress’s “hyper-par-
tisanship” has made govern-
ment “very dysfunctional.”

Schiff said he is hopeful, 
however, and that he believes “a 
lot of challenges could be eas-
ily overcome if we had a better 
functioning government.”

He referenced a quote 
from former President Bill 
Clinton, “There is nothing 
wrong with America that can-
not be cured by what is right 
with America.”

Schiff, who grew up in Bos-
ton, said he was always heav-
ily influenced by the Kennedys’ 
ethic of service and that the idea 
of service has always been cen-
tral to his career aspirations.

He said his parents also 
instilled the idea that everyone 
“had to make a contribution 
in one way or another.” 

Although Schiff did not 
originally set his sights on 
Congress, or even politics in 
general—he began college as 
a pre-med student, though 
he did major in political sci-
ence—it was his sense of ser-
vice that brought him there 
after six years working for the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office.  

In January, following an 
invitation from U.S. House 
of Representatives Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi, Schiff 
became the leading Demo-
crat on the House Intelligence 
Committee, which oversees 
the Department of Home-
land Security, the FBI, and 
the DEA, among several other 
federal departments. 

According to Schiff, she 
chose him because of his 
background in investigation. 
His appointment came when 
the committee was beginning 
their investigation into the 

CIA’s destruction of 92 inter-
rogation tapes, which resulted 
in a 2009 ACLU lawsuit. 

He said he was surprised 
by Pelosi’s invitation, as he did 
not petition to be a member of 
the committee, but was eager 
to join. And now, according to 
one of his staffers, he is in such 
high demand that they have 
had to tell CNN that Schiff 
can’t be on television seven 
days a week.

The committee is one of 
the least partisan in Congress, 
according to Schiff, who said 
he believes this is due, in part, 
to its closed-door meetings, 
which curb “grandstanding” 
for constituents and allow for 
more open lines of communi-
cation between parties, which 
Schiff said he appreciates.

 “I didn’t come here to 
just throw bombs at the other 
side,” he said.

Schiff’s father, who was 
a staunch Democrat, and his 
mother, who was an equally 
staunch Republican, instilled 
a sense of bipartisanship in 
him from a young age.

“They taught me that nei-
ther party has a monopoly on 
good judgment,” he said.

Not only is Schiff taking 
on Citizen’s United, but he’s 
tackled other high profile is-
sues as well. 

He and Ileana Ros-Lehtin-
en, the Republican representa-
tive for Florida’s 27th district, 
recently introduced legislation 
that would reform “youth boot 
camps,” some of which use 
physically and emotionally abu-

sive tactics in an attempt to “re-
form” LGBT youths. 

Additionally, Schiff worked 
with Republican John Culber-
son, who is also a member of 
the Tea Party caucus, to de-
fend funding for NASA’s Mars 
program, a series of missions to 
collect soil samples and gather 
information about Mars. 

“We feel free to disagree…
and we don’t let it poison the 
well for other issues [we can 
agree on],” Schiff said.

Schiff, who has a wife 
named Eve—”So we’re Adam 
and Eve,” he said, chuckling—
a 17-year-old and a 12-year-
old, has achieved a similar 
balance between his work and 
home life, although he said it 
has been challenging.

 “At all of my previous 
jobs, I would work until all the 
work was done, then go home. 
If I did that [in congress], I’d 
never go home,” he said.

Schiff, who lives in Bur-
bank, splits his time between 
home and Washington, D.C.

But, he said, he sets aside 
specific family time and then 
builds his work schedule 
around it, instead of the other 
way around. 

Schiff said he likes to stay 
active, whether participating in 
triathlons or hiking in Griffith 
Park with the Sierra Club, and 
he was the first member of Con-
gress to participate in the AIDS/
LifeCycle ride from San Fran-
cisco to Los Angeles.

“It’s a great way to get to 
know your constituents,” he 
said of the ride.

Congressman Schiff rides his bike on the first leg of the LA2DC marathon to raise 
genocide awareness. 

Congressman Schiff speaks during a tour of the Rim of the Valley, a proposed ad-
dition to the Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area.
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[EASTSIDE EYE]

Documenting Former Mayor Tom Bradley
By Kathy A. McDonald, Ledger Columnist

Memorialized at Los An-
geles Airport via the Tom 
Bradley International Termi-
nal—the influential life and 
tumultuous times of L.A.’s 
five-term mayor is the subject 
of a new documentary from 
local filmmakers Lyn Gold-
farb and Alison Sotomayor. It 
took seven years for the duo to 
complete Bridging the Divide: 
Tom Bradley and the Politics of 
Race. 

Bradley was a larger than 
life politician who succeeded 
due to his ability to build co-
alitions across socio-economic 
and racial lines. 

Grandson of a slave, son of 
a sharecropper, Bradley gradu-
ated from UCLA, eventually 
becoming a Los Angeles Police 
officer and then a lawyer.

His varied career and con-
tributions have never been ful-
ly captured until now. Foot-
age and material was sourced 
from 50 archives and muse-
ums and the documentarians 

interviewed more than 52 of 
Bradley’s former police breth-
ren alone. 

“It’s important to preserve 
history, but hard to do it,” said 

Goldfarb following a screen-
ing of the film at the 2015 Los 
Angeles Film Festival. “The 
challenge in making archival 
films is there are so many more 
stories to be told.” 

Bradley’s achievements 
were many. He is credited 
with helping bring the 1984 
Olympics to Los Angeles and 
instigating reforms at the Los 
Angeles Police Dept., bring-
ing it under civilian control 

as well as insuring the pres-
ervation of the city-owned 
Hollyhock House in East 
Hollywood.

In some ways, Bradley’s 

political achievements—an 
African American, he won in 
a predominantly white city—
paved the way for other politi-
cians of color.

“As we made the film, 
it felt incredibly relevant to 
today’s L.A. politics,” said 
Goldfarb pointing to the co-
alition behind David Ryu’s 
election to city council in a 
district where only about 5% 
of the population is Korean 
American. 

Actress Alfre Woodard 
narrates the documentary 
that also features interviews 
with Bradley’s colleagues and 
family. 

As former Los Angeles 
citycouncilmember Jan Perry 
recalled at the recent LAFF pre-
miere, “Bradley was tall, regal 
and had a commanding pres-
ence. But was also accessible.”

Bridging the Divide: Tom 
Bradley and the Politics of Race 
will be broadcast on PBS So-
Cal, August 18th at 8 p.m. 
(timed to coincide with the 

50th anniversary week of the 
Watts Riots).

Expect more tributes and 
reflections on Bradley’s career 
as 2017, the 100th anniversary 
of his birth, approaches. For 
more information visit mayor-
tombradley.com.

[EASTSIDE EYE PICK 
FOR AUGUST ]

Echo Park Rising. The 
fifth annual free festival of lo-
cal music returns to various 
venues in Echo Park August 
14th through 16th. Wander 
up and down Sunset Boule-
vard and drop into locations 
from Taix’s parking lot (main 
stage) to the back patio at Sto-
ries Books & Café to hear and 
discover new music from more 
than 300 local acts. Many ven-
ues are all ages. epr.la

Bradley was a larger than life politician 
who succeeded due to his ability to 

build coalitions across socio-economic 
and racial lines. 
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[HOUSE & HOLMES]

The Mystery of the Ice Box
By Rob Loos, Ledger Columnist

Living in a 1926 Duplex 
creates the most interesting 
questions—and not the stan-
dard kind that can be solved 
by the tattooed guy at the Hol-

lywood Home Depot, or the 
blue shirted wannabe game 
show host at Osh on LaBrea. 

No, we save the big ques-
tions for the experts, like my 
friend Dave. He’s a contractor, 
but that’s an understatement.  
He’s an industrial artist in 
khakis, a white Polo shirt, and 
Ray Bans. 

He’s the kind of guy that 
can look at a house and know 

if it has “good bones.” He’s 
also the kind of guy that has 
“good bones” himself—he is 
allegedly “middle aged” but 
still looks like he’s thirty-five.

Anyway, our duplex is in 
the process of being slowly 
“up-graded.”  We are trying 
to protect the original look 
and feel of the place, but af-
ter nearly ninety years, what-
ever is still original looks more 
“worn” than “classic.” 

Our kitchen is the biggest 
challenge—a cheerful mix of 
really old and semi-new. Old 

Our kitchen is the biggest challenge—a 
cheerful mix of really old and semi-new.

see HOLMES page 15

[REAL ESTATE]

Prices for Hollywood Hills Continues to Increase
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer

Southern California home 
sales in June were the highest 
for the month since 2006, ac-
cording to Core Logic, a real 
estate research firm based in 
La Jolla, CA.

The median price for a 
home in Southern Califor-
nia in June was $442,000, 
the highest since October 
2007, though still 12.5% be-
low the peak median price of 
$505,000 reached in the sum-
mer of 2007. 

Home sales of $500,000 
or more made up over 40% of 
all sales this June, a small in-
crease over the previous year. 

Locally, condo sales con-
tinue to decline, with only 17 
recorded sales among four zip 
codes, with the most sold, nine, 
in the Hollywood Hills at a me-
dian price of $552,000—a 51% 
increase over June of last year. 

Los Feliz had 
six recorded condo 
sales—four more 
than last month—
Echo Park had two, 
and Silver Lake had 
none in the month 
of June.

A total of 70 
homes sold in Los 
Feliz, Silver Lake, 
Echo Park and the 
Hollywood Hills, 
which recorded the most sales 
at 26—the same number of 
sales as last month.

Los Feliz, Silver Lake and 
the Hollywood Hills each saw 
an increase in median price 
for home sales, but Echo Park 
prices were down from last 
year.

 Locally, in Los Feliz, 20 
homes were sold for a medi-
an price of $1.37 million, up 

5.1% from last year. In Silver 
Lake, 11 homes were sold for 
a median price of $780,000, 
a nearly 10% increase over 
last year. In the Hollywood 
Hills, 26 homes sold for a me-
dian price of $1.24 million, up 
over 11% from last year’s me-
dian. Echo Park had 13 homes 
sold, but the median price was 
down 6.3% from last year to 
$680,000. 

This turn-of-last-century, Craftsman-style 2,702 
square foot duplex in Los Feliz Village sold for $1.2 
million in June.



LOS FELIZ BROKERAGE | 323.665.1700
Marc Giroux, Vice President | Brokerage Manager

1801 North Hillhurst Avenue | Los Angeles, CA 90027

sothebyshomes.com/losangeles 
Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks 

used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.

EAGLE ROCK | 4444YosemiteWay.com
web: 0286259 | $649,000
Bright sunny Mid-Century bungalow offers the 
finest in indoor/outdoor living with character 
and style. 3bd/2ba and 2 guest bedrooms.
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

SILVER LAKE | 2018 Griffith Park Blvd #121
web: 0286247 | $529,000
Trendy unit with 2bd/2ba. Pool, spa, private 
park. Freshly painted unit, fireplace, balcony, hill-
side views. Ivanhoe Elementary. Amenities plus! 
Tom Conjalka 323.671.2315

LOS FELIZ | 2340 N. Vermont Avenue | LEASED
Listed at $16,000/month 
1930s Mediterranean Estate with glamour and 
prestige. Warm and Inviting 5bd/6ba with pool 
and spa.
Brooks Oldridge 323.523.1060

LOS FELIZ | 2450 Catalina Street | LEASED
Listed at $9,000/month
This 7 bedroom, 5 bath contemporary get-away 
has 180 degree unbelievable views of downtown, 
Palos Verdes and a glint of the ocean.
Rosemary Low 323.363.0381

HOLLYWOOD HILLS EAST | 3239Ledgewood.com 
web: 0286196 | $2,387,000
Enchanted Beachwood Canyon Mid Century 
Modern originally crafted in 1952; restored.
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

SILVER LAKE | 2490 Silver Ridge Avenue 
web: 0286253 | $1,788,000
4bd/3.5ba with living, family and dining room, 
2 master bedrooms withknock-out views. 
Rosemary Low 323.363.0381

LOS FELIZ  | 4549 Avocado Street | In Escrow
web: 0286239 | $1,295,000    
Designer done 1933 home. Set behind a walled 
and gated entrance with lush landscaping, this 
move-in ready 3bd/2ba is home. Franklin Elem. 
Rob Kallick 323.775.6305

BURBANK | 704 View Drive
web: 0286237 | $1,139,000 
3bd/2.5ba Country home is a unique dream 
come true. French doors to outdoor garden. 
Guest house over the 2-car finished garage.
Rosemary Low 323.363.0381

SILVER LAKE | 2500 Griffith Park Blvd | New Listing
web: 0286275 | $1,059,000
Wonderful 1930’s Spanish home has been beau-
tifully upgraded with taste & style. Landscaped 
backyard w/cedar hot tub. Ivanhoe Elementary.
Dan Ortega 323.839.3936

SILVER LAKE | 3607 Carnation Avenue | In Escrow 
web: 0286150 | $1,188,800
Totally charming 2 bedroom, 2 bath + man cave 
stunning home, with seperate master suite, 180 
degree unbelievable views, decks,  & 2 fireplaces.
Rosemary Low 323.363.0381

SILVER LAKE | 1954 Lucile Avenue | In Escrow  
web: 0286245 | $899,000
Designed by Raul F. Garduno, this open-air, steel, 
glass, post and beam home is stunning! Views of 
Hollywood Sign and Griffith Observatory.
Rosemary Low 323.363.0381

LOS FELIZ | 4282 Perlita Avenue | New Listing
web: 0286263 | $799,000
Modern living at the Mews. Featuring the best of 
California living, this Dwell-like 3bd/3ba single 
family home located in popular Atwater Village.

Rob Kallick | Mary Regal 323.775.6305 

GLASSELL PARK | 4121 W. Avenue 42 | In Escrow
web: 0286230 | $710,000
East coast traditional home was lovingly de-
signed & built by Charles Hayne. 4bd/2ba, living 
room, dining area, breakfast area, & family room.  
Rosemary Low 323.363.0381 

HIGHLAND PARK | 936Farnam.com 
web: 0286277 | $697,000
Beautifully remodeled bright sunny contemporary 
traditional home in the heart of Highland Park--fully 
gated. open plan downstairs and 3bd/2ba upstairs.
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

LOS FELIZ | 4115 Dundee Drive | web: 0286238 | $4,250,000 
Quintessential 1927 Spanish Estate that’s unique. Nestled on top of a hill with panoramic views. 
Rosemary Low 323.363.0381 

LOS FELIZ | 3617 Shannon Road | New Listing
web: 0286274 | $1,600,000
A stunning, 1930’s Monterey Colonial steps from 
Griffith Park, replete w/original charm. 3bd/3ba.
Johnny Johnston 323.671.2326

LOS FELIZ | 1921Normandie.com 
web: 0286120 | $1,895,000 
Authentic Mid-Century Modern 3bd/4ba, 
restored with new pool and privacy.
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725
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to get entangled in the long-
standing dispute between ri-
val factions of St. Mary’s of 
the Angels Church, who owns 
the property where the build-
ing is that BevMo had intend-
ed to lease.

According to John Carr, a 
spokesperson for the Alcoholic 
Beverage Control (ABC) out 
of Sacramento, BevMo filed 
for three licenses for the loca-
tion on June 15th. The licenses 
were to sell alcohol at the site, 
for tastings and for a possible 
bar-like lounge.

One of the licenses, in this 
case for the sale of alcohol to take 
home, became available when a 
liquor store in Maywood, which 
is south of Los Angeles off the 
710 Freeway, surrendered its li-
cense last February.

Stores that sell liquor can 
surrender their licenses if they 
intend to close, for remodeling 
or if they no longer wish to sell 
alcoholic beverages, but state 
law requires they inform ABC 
of such a change.

That was the case with 
the Maywood store called 
Sam Sam Liquor. According 
to Carr, the store’s license was 
valid until the end of Septem-
ber, but calls to its location re-
vealed the store’s phone num-
ber is no longer in service.

Some local business own-

ers, including Kamy Azizi, 
the owner of Hillhurst Li-
quors, questioned when Bev-
Mo had applied for the license 
as he only learned of its intent 
to move into the Citibank 
space after a notice for its ap-
plication for liquor licenses 
was posted July 1st on the 
bank’s window.

According to Carr, when 
an applicant files for a liquor 
license a city’s police depart-
ment, planning department 
and city council are notified.

Sarah Dusseault, Chief 
of Staff for Los Angeles City 
Councilmember David Ryu 
said the council office, to date, 
has not received such a notifi-
cation. Ryu was sworn into of-
fice July 1st.

Azizi and some other lo-
cal business owners were dis-
turbed that the local Los Feliz 
Village Business Improvement 
District’s (LFVBID) governing 
board, which holds its monthly 
meetings on the second floor of 
the Citibank building, had ap-
parently walked right past the 
liquor application when enter-
ing the building for its July 9th 
meeting, but chose to not get 
involved.

Azizi is also miffed that the 
Los Feliz Neighborhood Coun-
cil (LFNC) only scheduled the 
item on its July 21st agenda, 
after council President Linda 

Demmers and another LFNC 
boardmember met with church 
officials at the site in May to 
discuss the building’s 2nd floor 
community room, where it and 
other community groups hold 
monthly meetings.

At that May meeting, ac-
cording to Demmers, a Bev-
Mo representative was present. 
But Demmers said, it was her 
understanding that church 
officials were in negotiations 

with many possible lessees, so 
she believed BevMo was in at-
tendance only on speculation 
and was a premature suitor.

Still, others lashed out 
at the neighborhood coun-
cil, including one of its cur-
rent boardmembers, Shannon 
Carlson, who represents local 
Los Feliz business interests. 
According to an email thread 
forwarded to the Ledger, 
Carlson accused Demmers of 
meeting in secret with BevMo 
and withholding informa-
tion from the neighborhood 
council and the public.

“Nobody in this commu-

nity likes surprises, least of all 
us,” Demmers told a full crowd 
at the council’s July meeting. 
“There was no negotiating and 
no secret meetings. We heard 
about [BevMo possibly leasing 
the space] when you, the com-
munity, heard about it.”

Azizi also said he felt the 
manner in which BevMo no-
tified businesses and residents 
by mail of the liquor applica-
tion, was half-hearted, because 

if a local wanted to protest 
the application, doing so re-
quired downloading a form 
online. The directions to speak 
out against the licenses, he 
said, were not clear, and doing 
so would be difficult for some.

“It’s just mind-boggling 
that they kept this so quiet,” 
said Azizi. “If you were smart, 
you would talk to the neigh-
borhood first, get them satis-
fied, explaining to them what 
was going to happen. Maybe 
then you have a chance. But 
when you go behind the scenes 
and you do this kind of thing, 
everybody is against you.”

Other liquor store own-
ers on Hillhurst, including the 
owners of Cap ‘n’ Cork and 
Lou’s Wine Shop and Tastings 
declined to be interviewed, 
but Azizi said they were equal-
ly concerned that a large chain 
store in tiny Los Feliz would 
both erode their businesses 
and change the character 
of the neighborhood.

According to Azizi, he cre-
ated and posted fliers through-
out Los Feliz the weekend of 
July 18th and 19th demanding 
action from local officials on 
the issue, after getting nowhere 
with the Los Feliz Improve-
ment Assoc. and the LFVBID. 
He also originally attacked the 
local neighborhood council for 
inaction, he said.

Azizi is equally upset with 
St. Mary’s of the Angels senior 
warden and Los Feliz resident 
Marilyn Bush.

Bush has been the key 
person in charge of securing a 
new lessee when Citibank va-
cates the site Oct. 16th for a 
smaller location on Hillhurst at 
Russell Avenue. She has repeat-
edly told the news media and 
others the church’s financial in-
terests come first regarding who 
it leases the building to.

LFNC President Dem-
mers, after hearing of the 
firestorm about the possibil-

see BEVMO page 17

Due to numerous complications, BevMo 
is no longer seeking the commercial space, 
which it had been in negotiations for the 

past several months. 

BEVMO from page 1
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1428 Laveta Terrace, Echo Park
1933 Redcliff Street, Silver Lake
4848 Algoma Drive, Eagle Rock
839 E. Kensington Road, Angelino Hts
1530 Braeburn Road, Altadena
1315 Calumet Avenue, Angelino Hts
2703 W. Bellevue Ave, Silver Lake
711 S. Avenue 60, Highland Park
2210 E. Dudley Street, Pasadena
3145 Carlyle Street, Glassell Park
5656 Tuxedo Terrace, Hollywood Hills
1263 East Topeka Street, Pasadena
2985 Swan Place, Silver Lake
3106 Scotland Street, Silver Lake
1243 Westerly Terrace, Silver Lake
847 Kodak Drive, Silver Lake
2052 Mayview Drive, Los Feliz
1196 Innes Avenue, Echo Park
1622 Griffith Park Blvd, Silver Lake
1926 Mayview Drive, Los Feliz
4969 Ambrose Ave., Los Feliz
1007 Laveta Terrace, Echo Park
4770 Glenalbyn Dr., Mt. Washington
4241 Gateway Avenue, Silver Lake
584 N. Calle Rolph, Palm Springs
5412 Kincheloe Drive, Eagle Rock
2765 Silver Lake Drive, Silver Lake
6021 Meridian Street, Highland Park
2153 Ewing Street, Echo Park
1448 Randall Ct, Mt. Washington
1911 Bellevue Avenue, Echo Park
331 & 327 Crane Blvd, Mt. Washington
1690 Las Flores, San Marino

 3165 & 3167 Cazador Street, Glassell Park
 3143 & 3145 Ettrick Street, Los Feliz
 1139 & 1145 Cole Avenue, Hollywood
 2318 Echo Park Avenue, Echo Park
 1748-50 Silver Lake Blvd, Silver Lake
 1500-1502 Murray Avenue, Silver Lake
 1456 Calumet Avenue, Echo Park
 2516 Elsinore Street, Silver Lake
 3520 Council Street, East Hollywood
 

 INCOME & COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES

 

LOFTS & CONDOS

2743 Lakewood Avenue, Silver Lake
4297 San Rafael Avenue, Mt. Washington
147 N. Vendome Street, Silver Lake
944 N. Marengo Avenue, Pasadena
326 N. Avenue 51, Highland Park
6071 Roy Street, Highland Park
1132 Le Gray Avenue, Highland Park 
1010 Sycamore Ave.,103, S. Pasadena
444 Museum Drive, Mt. Washington
3943 Eagle Rock Blvd #42, Glassell Park  12321 Ocean Park Blvd #4, West LA

 4005 Monroe St., #4, #6, #7, #12, Silver Lake
 4111 Sunset Blvd., #233, Silver Lake 
 Barker Block, #401, Downtown LA 
 Barker Block, #418, Downtown LA
 645 9th Street, #339, Downtown LA
 420 San Pedro St., #612, Downtown LA 
 4321 Los Feliz Blvd, #101, Los Feliz
 Vineland Metro, North Hollywood
 709 Micheltorena Street, Silver Lake
 NELA Union, Glassell Park, Units 
 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22

 

Knowledge, service and dedication to getting you what you want. 
Go with who’s proven. Work with the best.

John Aaroe Group CalBRE #01350025

1215 Stanley Avenue, Glendale
1231 Eagle Vista, Eagle Rock
2765 West Silver Lake Dr., Silver Lake
2437 Meadow Valley Ter., Silver Lake
440 Canyon Vista, Mt. Washington
6618 Church Street, Highland Park
4164 West Avenue 41, Glassell Park

1260 S. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena
1852 Deloz Avenue, Los Feliz
3733 Clayton Avenue, Los Feliz
1624 Allesandro Street, Silver Lake
1822 Lucile Avenue, Silver Lake
2239 Laverna Avenue, Eagle Rock
1901 Apex Avenue, Silver Lake
4033 Tracy Street, Los Feliz
4860 Wicopee Street, Eagle Rock
3353 Jeffries Avenue, Cypress Park
2318 Lyric Avenue, Los Feliz
6222 Bertha Street, Highland Park
1718 N. Occidental Blvd., Silver Lake
4911 Malta Street, Highland Park 
1376 Lucile Avenue, Silver Lake
2120 Loma Vista Place, Echo Park
2533 Ivan Hill Terrace, Silver Lake
3150 Silverado Drive, Silver Lake

SINGLE FAMILY HOMES

tracy do real estate
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tile countertops and a semi-
new sink sit side by side with 
old cabinetry and a semi-new 
dishwasher. 

An old cooktop venti-
lation system—isn’t there 
supposed to be an exhaust 
fan?—hovers over a semi-new 
stovetop and oven.

But the biggest question 
mark in our salute to the 20th 
Century Kitchen is our built-
in ice box. Yes, ice box.

We have a refrigerator 
that lurks in the small hallway 
next to our washer-dryer, but 
we still proudly have a top of 
the line—circa 1926—white 
clad ice box made by the Sim-
mons Hardware Company of 
St. Louis. 

It’s a built-in with three 
compartments. There’s a large 
fridge—about 14” x 60”—
with a “freezer” just below. 

The third compartment 
is where we assume one puts a 
large rectangular block of ice, 
and the mechanical compres-
sor that kept the whole thing 
“cold” or at least “cool.”  

It’s a special part of the 
kitchen wall, since it probably 
hasn’t worked since Buster Ke-
aton closed his studio on Elea-
nor Street, and it’s too neat to 
remove.   

But as you know, a kitchen 

is all about “perfectly planned 
space.” Having a huge built-in 
ice box does not easily fit into 
that plan.

I asked Dave’s advice and 
strangely enough he didn’t im-
mediately propose an answer, 
but posed a question.

“What do you want to do 
with it?” he asked.

As I’m the kind of guy 
who still has Christmas cards 
from his 4th grade girlfriend 
filed in a box in the basement, 
this seemed like a rhetorical 
question.

 “I want to save it,” I said
“Then figure out a use for 

it,” said Dave, as he excused 
himself to take a call from 
some prospective big bucks 
kitchen-remodeling client in 
Brentwood named Bambi.

Now when you enter our 
kitchen, we have the coolest—
excuse the pun—and certainly 
the most insulated, breadbox.  
There’s plenty of room for crack-
ers, cereal, and granola, too. 

Our state of the art fridge 
from 1926 has been fully re-
purposed for the 21st Century. 
I count it as a victory for creativ-
ity over destroying the past.

Plus once again, I have 
successfully proved my motto 
about home improvement: “If 
I can’t fix it—and I know that 
I can’t—my friend Dave can.”

HOLMES from page 11Rare Victorian By Griffith Observatory Architect
Going for $5.8 Million
By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer

HANCOCK PARK—With the 
exception of special historical 
districts in Angelino Heights 
and West Adams, Los Ange-
les is nearly devoid of Victo-
rian houses. Luckily, Hancock 
Park is home to one of L. A.’s 
rare examples of the architec-
ture style that defined the turn 
of the last century and it is a 
house uniquely tied to the his-
tory of Los Angeles. 

The nine-bedroom home 
at 637 S. Lucerne Blvd. was 
built in 1902 under the di-
rection of architect John C. 
Austin for Chicago grain mer-
chant Hiram Higgins. 

In a way, Austin was the 
Frank Gehry of early 20th 
century L. A., creating struc-
tures that became civic icons. 
His works includes Los Ange-
les City Hall, the Griffith Ob-
servatory, the Hall of Justice 
and the Shrine Auditorium, 
among others. 

The house originally sat 
at the corner of Wilshire and 
Rampart boulevards but was 
moved to its present location 
in 1924 after Wilshire starting 
becoming more of a commer-
cial hub at the time. 

The home’s current own-
ers, Perry and Peggy Hirsch, 
bought the property in 1986, 
restoring it so carefully it 
received a commendation 
from the Los Angeles City 
Council and in 1988 was of-
ficially recognized as a Los 
Angeles Cultural-Historic 
Monument. The house has, 
over the years, served as a re-
tirement home for nuns, an 
office building, a boarding 
house for actors and even the 

filming location of the 1971 
horror movie Willard. 

Additionally, is has been 
used for television and film 
sets, for Beverly Hills 90210—
the Halloween episode—the 
Bob Dylan film Masked and 
Anonymous and episodes of 
Scandal. 

The house is currently list-
ed for $5.88 million. 

To see a series of photos of the 
house, visit losfelizledger.com

The last known descendants of Griffith Observatory architect John C. Austin, 
including his granddaughter, Jane Spaulding (shown in the forefront with light 
colored clothing and blue glasses), met recently at a home Austin designed in 
1902 in Hancock Park. Photo: Eric Crespo for the Los Feliz Ledger.
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4622 Catalpa St                                         $399,000

     
IN ESCROW

1018 N Avenue 57                                      $675,000                   

  NEW LISTING

 1609 Scott Ave                                            $599,000 1339 McCollum St                                      $799,000                                   

   
COMING SOON

   
COMING SOON

 2364 Duane St. #5                        $599,000 649 Laveta Terr                                         $649,000

  IN ESCROW 

An 18 home micro-neighborhood.

Priced from the high-$700s

www.blackbirdsla.com

1510 Morton Terr        $812,000

  JUST SOLD

1910 Apex Ave          $697,000

  JUST SOLD
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RiverPark Is Making A Big Splash!

Located along a scenic stretch of the Los Angeles River and just 
steps away from the vast 40-acre Rio de Los Angeles State Park, 
this exciting new-home community offers abundant nearby leisure 
opportunities — including hiking, biking, recreational sports, and 
more. Within the community, you’ll discover a promenade park 
and over 70,000 square feet of scenic walkways, intimate seating 
areas and serene landscaped spaces.

All this sets the perfect backdrop for RiverPark’s limited collection 
of spacious and contemporary new homes, with open-concept, 
state-of-the-art fl oor plans.

New 3–4 Bedroom Homes • Up to 2,000 Square Feet
View Lots Available • From the High $500,000s

©2015 TY Taylor 41. All Rights Reserved. TY Taylor 41 reserves the right to modify features, plans, specifi cations, materials and pricing without prior notice. Variations in plans do exist. The dimensions 
and the square footages included in the sales materials from this project are approx. only, and are based upon the design measurements provided by seller’s architect and should not be relied upon as 

fi nal. The as-built dimensions and square footages may vary from such preliminary measurements. Ask sales representative for further details. Models do not depict ethnic preference.

Open Daily 10–6 • 2581 Arvia Street, Los Angeles, CA 90065
(323) 222-0501 • info@LiveRiverPark.com • LiveRiverPark.com

Local Receives Appointment by President Obama

SILVER LAKE—Community 
activist Scott Crawford has been 
appointed by President Barack 
Obama to serve on the Selective 
Service System local board for 
the state of California.  

“It is a great honor to serve 

my country in this capac-
ity,” said Crawford.  “The 
Selective Service plays an 
important role in admin-
istering benefits and pro-
grams, and I am grateful 
to receive this appoint-
ment from President 
Obama.”

The Selective Service 
System is an independent 
federal agency within 
the Executive Branch of 
the federal government. 
Even during peacetime, 

the agency is aided by ap-
pointed volunteers serving on 
local boards. 

Local board members 
act as the initial classifying 
authority and consider ad-
ministrative denials for those 

wanting exemption from the 
registration process.

Crawford most recently 
was awarded the Lion’s Club 
“Citizen of the Year” in 2014. 
He has served as president 
of the Friends of Hollyhock 
House from 2000 to 2006 and 
was co-chair of Frank Lloyd 
Wright Building Conservancy 
Conference in 2005.  

Additionally, Crawford, 
an actor, is the founder of Ar-
chifest, which is a celebration 
of Los Angeles Architecture 
and the “Theater Partners in 
Residence” program with the 
city of Los Angeles’ Recreation 
and Parks Dept.

He has also volunteered 
for a variety of Los Angeles or-
ganizations including the Los 
Angeles Museum of Contem-
porary Art, The Los Angeles 
Gay and Lesbian Center and 
AIDS Project Los Angeles. 

A Chicago native, Craw-
ford came to Los Angeles more 
than 25 years ago to continue 
a successful acting career. 

After settling in Silver 
Lake, he joined the Silver Lake 
Neighborhood Council Gov-
erning Board for Region 1 and 
became an advisor to Make 
Music Los Angeles, the Silver 
Lake Jubilee and the Sunset 
Free Clinic. Crawford also 
served as a boardmember and 
co-author of the bi-laws for the 
Greater Griffith Park Neigh-
borhood Council, which has 
since been renamed the Los 
Feliz Neighborhood Council. 

He also ran for Los Ange-
les City Council in 2013.

ity of BevMo coming into the 
neighborhood, then put the 
item on the council’s July 21st 
agenda. Prior to that meeting, 
both Demmers and LFNC 
Vice President Mark Mauceri 
met with Azizi at his store to 
hear his concerns.

But just hours before the 
LFNC’s meeting, BevMo 
pulled its application for the 
liquor licenses.

According to ABC data, 
if complaints had been filed, 
BevMo would have needed 
what’s called a finding of 
“PCN,” which stands for 
“public convenience and ne-
cessity,” which means an ex-

ception for a liquor license due 
to the over saturation of such 
licenses in the area.

The area in which BevMo 
wanted to locate, according to 
the data, is allowed two licens-
es for businesses to sell liquor 
to take away, like a liquor store 
or supermarket and one li-
cense for consumption on site, 
meaning a restaurant, bar or 
tavern, for example. In the area 
in question, there are currently 
four approved licensed liquor 
stores or supermarkets and 20 
restaurants, bars or taverns.

Additionally, liquor li-
censes can be fought, and 
successfully denied, if they 

BEVMO from page 13

see BEVMO page 20

see BARNSDALL page 28

Barnsdall Farmers’ Market To 
Close Due to Competing Space 
for Hollyhock House 
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer

EAST HOLLYWOOD—The 
Barnsdall Farmers’ Market, 
a longtime local favorite for 
its small manageable size and 
regular vendors, will close 
September 28th.

The market, which has 
been setting up shop in the 
north parking lot of Barnsdall 
Art Park weekly since 2008, is 
the result of a partnership be-
tween Sustainable Economic 
Enterprises of Los Angeles 
(SEE-LA) and Kaiser Perma-
nente.

According to SEE-LA Ex-
ecutive Director James Haydu, 
the closure comes as the result 
of a decrease in business fol-
lowing the market’s move 
from Wednesdays to Mondays 
last August.

“We knew this was com-
ing,” said Haydu.

The market’s selling day 
changed in order to increase 
parking for visitors to the 
newly renovated Hollyhock 
House, which hosts $70 guid-
ed group tours on Wednes-
days, but is closed on Mon-
days. The Hollyhock House 
reopened last spring after a 
five-year renovation.

Patti Nicklaus, a longtime 
customer of the Barnsdall 

Market who has started a pe-
tition to prevent the market’s 
closure by moving it back to 
Wednesdays, said she thinks a 
compromise could have been 
reached, and that the mar-
ket could have helped attract 
more visitors to the Hollyhock 
House if it had been allowed 
to stay in its Wednesday slot.

“Why not try to use the 
farmers’ market to their ad-
vantage, instead of moving it 
before the problem even hap-
pens?” she said.

Each of the nine vendors 
present at the July 20th mar-
ket confirmed that business 
has decreased dramatically 
since the market was moved to 
Mondays.

“It’s been really slow. Peo-
ple used to come on Wednes-
day, but people don’t come 
now cause they’re working on 
Monday,” said Miguel Bal-
deras, who sells fruit at the 
market.

Customer Yustina Nick-
erson, who signed Nicklaus’s 
petition, said Mondays are less 
convenient for her because of 
work. She said she also pre-
ferred Wednesdays because 
they allowed her to replenish 

The once-bustling Barnsdall Market is now nearly empty, with few customers 
and only nine remaining vendors. Photo: Erin Hickey.

see BARNSDALL page 28
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[KEEN TO BE GREEN]

The Daily Wash
By Meher McArthur, Ledger Columnist

I love my show-
er in the morn-

ing as it wakes me up and gives 
me a fresh, clean start each 
day. Because of the drought, 
I try to keep it as short as I 
can, but with very little rain 
in sight, it looks like this habit 
may become a luxury. 

Historically, the daily 
shower is a relatively new habit 
in the US.  It started taking 
hold in the mid-20th century 
as advertising for deodorants 
and soaps convinced Ameri-
cans of the need to be fresh 

and clean. 
By the 1950s, when Amer-

ican homes were equipped 
with full bathrooms, the habit 
had stuck.

But do we really need a 
daily shower or bath?

As far as our health and 
hygiene are concerned, cor-
rect hand washing is impor-
tant to stop the spread of 
germs, but most of us don’t 
need to wash our bodies 
thoroughly every day.  

In fact, a daily scrub can 
dry out our skin and remove 

some of the good microbes and 
bacteria we need to protect our 
skin from inflammation.

The effects of daily washing 
on children’s delicate skin can 
be particularly harmful, causing 
skin rashes and eczema. 

The American Academy 
of Dermatology recommends 
children aged 6 to 11 bathe 
at least once or twice a week, 
or after playing in the dirt or 
swimming, or if particularly 
sweaty. 

So as frightening as it 
might seem, if the drought 
continues, we may all need to 
rethink our daily rituals, mas-
ter the art of “spot-washing”—
and buy a lot more deodorant!

Jury Awards Daughter $1.2 Million After Father Killed by Sheriff Deputy

LOS ANGELES—A jury July 
24th ordered the county of Los 
Angeles to pay $1.2 million to 
a 7-year-old girl whose father, 
a former John Marshall High 
School student, was accidental-
ly struck and killed by a sher-
iff’s deputy in an unmarked 
car while awaiting help after a 
2010 freeway collision.

The Los Angeles Supe-
rior Court jury deliberated for 
about 1-1/2 days before finding 
in favor of Jocelyn Hernandez, 
whose interests were represented 
in the case by her mother and le-
gal guardian, Debbie Castaneda 
of Silver Lake.

Castaneda wept as she 
heard the verdict. She testi-
fied that she and her child’s fa-
ther met as children and their 
romance blossomed in high 
school. Their daughter was 
born in July 2007.

The jury found the county 

negligent for the actions of 
Deputy Ted Broadston, who 
was previously dismissed as a 
defendant. Also found negli-
gent was the other driver in-
volved in the initial collision, 
Eric Lauderdale, who also was 
not a party to the case. 

Defense attorney Brian 
Stewart declined to comment 
on the verdict.

However, the plaintiff’s 
attorney, Bruce Broillet, said 
he was pleased with the award, 
which was substantially higher 
than the $280,500 awarded 
by a jury in the first trial three 
years ago.

He and other attorneys 
representing Jocelyn Hernan-
dez appealed after the verdict 
in the first trial, arguing that 
the jury might have awarded 
more money had Judge Mi-
chelle Rosenblatt not allowed 
them to hear that Randy Her-

nandez had a medical mari-
juana prescription.

Last October, a 2nd Dis-
trict Court of Appeal agreed, 
finding that Randy Hernan-
dez’s marijuana use did not 
cause the accident and that 
Rosenblatt erred by admitting 
it as evidence. The appeals 
court ordered a retrial.

Randy Hernandez and 
Lauderdale were involved in 
a collision in the southbound 
lanes of the Harbor (110) 
Freeway near Olympic Boule-
vard shortly after 5:30 a.m. on 
Feb. 28th 2010.

The sheriff deputy, 
Broadston, driving an un-
marked car, subsequently hit 
Lauderdale’s disabled vehicle, 
then struck Hernandez as he 

and Lauderdale stood near a 
median to await help, accord-
ing to testimony in both trials.

Alcohol and drugs were 
not a factor in Broadston’s driv-
ing and he was not responding 
to an emergency, according to 
testimony. However, attorneys 
for the county maintained in 
the first trial that Hernandez’s 
judgment was impaired by mar-
ijuana, which he used to treat a 
bad back.

The plaintiffs’ attorneys 
maintained the sheriff deputy 
was driving at least 75 mph at 
the time of the accident, but 
defense lawyers denied he was 
speeding and said Hernandez 
should have stayed in his SUV.

However, Lauderdale testi-
fied that Hernandez decided to 

get out of the SUV when yet an-
other collision occurred nearby, 
before the two of them were hit 
by Broadston’s vehicle. 

Before being hit by the dep-
uty’s car, Lauderdale and Her-
nandez were standing in front of 
one of the disabled cars hoping 
its headlights would alert drivers 
to their presence.

According to court testi-
mony, the deputy testified he 
may have had some fault in the 
collision saying the bright illu-
mination of the Staples Center 
sign near where the accident 
occurred may have contrib-
uted to his inability to see the 
two men before hitting them.

 However, he said he was 
not blinded by the sign’s light-
ing and that he mentioned it 
so that it could be considered 
as a possible contributing fac-
tor to future accidents.
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NO ONE SELLS MORE HOMES
IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
THAN COLDWELL BANKER®

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service 
marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Broker does not guarantee the accuracy of square footage, lot size or other information concerning the condition or features of property provided by seller or obtained from public records or other sources, and the buyer is advised to independently verify the accuracy of that information through 
personal inspection and with appropriate professionals. 

facebook.com/ColdwellBankerHancockParkNorth

facebook.com/ColdwellBankerLosFeliz

facebook.com/ColdwellBankerHancockParkSouth facebook.com/ColdwellBankerDowntownLosAngeles

facebook.com/ColdwellBankerSunsetStrip

(323) 464-9272

(323) 665-5841

(323) 462-0867 (213) 406-9200

(310) 278-9470

HANCOCK PARK NORTH

LOS FELIZ

HANCOCK PARK SOUTH DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES

SUNSET STRIP
Connect With Us

WHITTIER $399,000
3Bd/1Ba,w/yard,fireplace,2 car garage
Nicholas Monteer  (213) 880-8220

WESTWOOD $3,995,000
Fabulous family home with great flow.
Murry & Yves Mieszala  (310) 550-8088

WEST HOLLYWOOD $1,749,999
Pristine, beautifully updated 3br 3ba.
Brill Group  (310) 281-3964

WEST HOLLYWOOD $525,000
Stunning & spacious condo in prime WeHo
Eric Lowry  (213) 507-0950

VALLEY VILLAGE $579,000
3Bd/3Ba Townhome, hi-ceilings & balconies
Vahan Saroians  (323) 497-6655

SUNSET STRIP $2,200,000
Gorgeous Modern Penthouse w/outdoor area
Rick Llanos  (323) 460-7617

SUNSET STRIP $2,349,000
Sweeping head on city views & brite pool
Steven Spreafico  (424) 278-1671

STUDIO CITY $4,900,000
Architectural+Views www.3768BerryDr.com
Tom Scrocco / Randy Isaacs  (310) 887-0255

SILVER LAKE $995,000
Great Investor Opportunity 2ba/1ba
Ken Winick  (323) 906-2431

SILVER LAKE $725,000
Spanish Style Townhome 2ba/2ba
Chris Abbott  (323) 210-1430

SILVER LAKE $695,000
Immaculate 2ba/1ba Spanish Bungalow
Alexis Hall  (323) 804-7887

LOS FELIZ $1,495,000
Unique Spanish style 3bd, 3ba home
Esau Tenorio  (323) 906-2477

LOS FELIZ $1,250,000
‘20s Spanish; 4BR+2.5BA + studio; views
Richard Stanley  (213) 300-4567

HOLLYWOOD HILLS WEST $1,875,000
3bd/3ba Spanish Villa with Canyon Views
Neal Baddin  (323) 793-7405

HOLLYWOOD HILLS $3,750,000
1950’s Modern 4ba/4ba views theatre pool
Isaac Fast  (323) 791-5553

HOLLYWOOD HILLS $1,475,000
1950s’s 3bd/2ba Mid-century ranch style
Lisa Brende & Chris Corkum  (323) 445-1868

HANCOCK PARK $1,599,000
Located on quiet cul-de-sac. 4BD/3BA
June Ahn  (323) 855-5558

DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES $2,100,000
Entertainer’s paradise 2bd/3ba & views
Kerry Marsico  (213) 700-6515

Coldwell Banker Teams Up with The REAL Bark Dog Rescue and  
Adopt-a-Pet.com for the National Pet Adoption Weekend! 

Saturday, August 1st | 11 am-2 pm | 1917 Hillhurst Ave., Los Angeles
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Bending Towards Compassion at 
Urth Yoga
By Julie Walmsley, Ledger Contributing Writer

SILVER LAKE—Through an 
innovative combination of pro-
grams, three unlikely walks of 
life—inmates, abandoned dogs 
and yoga students—are coming 
together to reach a deeper un-
derstanding of compassion.

Based on a class he taught 
at California State University 
Los Angeles (CSULA), Dr. Bid-
han Roy has created a writing 
exchange program between a 
class of local yoga students and 
a group of life-term inmates at a 
San Luis Obispo prison.

The California Men’s 
Colony inmates are training 
abandoned dogs, provided by 
an animal rescue organization, 
to prepare them for adoption. 

Their 12 weeks with the an-
imals also gives them an oppor-
tunity to reflect on their own 
lives and share those thoughts 
with Bidhan’s students.

After a recent 90-minute 
class at the Urth Yoga stu-
dio on Sunset Boulevard, the 
students sat on the floor with 
notebooks and turned their at-
tention to Roy to prepare for 
writing the inmates. 

Similar to a yoga class, 
Roy guided the students with 
new directions every few min-
utes, but not with stretches or 
postures. 

Instead, he prompted stu-
dents to put pen to paper. The 
prompts—like the theme of 
the earlier yoga class—focused 

on compassion and empathy. 
Students took a few min-

utes to jot down whatever 
came to mind in their note-
books. The process helped 
prepare them to be better wit-
nesses to the prisoners’ experi-
ences.  

As in his CSULA class, 
the inmates write the yoga 
students and share their ex-
periences with the dogs. They 
write stories of being stunned 
by a dog’s unconditional love 
and being tested by the pa-
tience untrained dogs require.

One inmate wrote of how 
bonding with his dog remind-
ed him of his own humanity.

“[Being] in prison for the 
last five and a half years had 
me keep this tough guy image 
with his guard up at all times 
when really I am just a hurting 
soul that misses and loves his 
family,” wrote the inmate.

Roy is enthusiastic about 
the program. “This has been 
absolutely transformative for 
prisoners and students,” he 
said. “We ultimately want to 
expand this [combination of 
dog training and writing] to 
every prison in California.”

The Urth Yoga students 
will continue writing to the 
inmates until September, 
when the inmates graduate 
from the program and the 
newly trained dogs are placed 
in permanent homes.

Inmates from a Lancaster prison keep their dogs calm through a recent gradu-
ation ceremony after their 12-week training program. Photo courtesy Dr. Bidhan Roy.

L.A. Zoo Raises Prices, Plans 
Events To Steady the Bottom Line 
By Allison B. Cohen

GRIFFITH PARK—The Los 
Angeles Zoo raised its prices 
$1 in July the eighth consecu-
tive year it has done so. Ac-
cording to a Greater Los An-
geles Zoo Assoc. (GLAZA) 
spokesperson, the increases 
are, in part, a result of dimin-
ishing city funds. 

GLAZA took over some 
aspects of the city owned zoo’s 
operation, after an approval to 
do so by the Los Angeles City 
Council, including marketing 
and public relations in 2013, 
an example of what’s called 
a public-private partnership, 
designed to help municipali-
ties with limited budgets and 
ownership of such venues, 
meet daily operating expenses 
with revenue.

While attendance figures 
for the zoo starting dropping 
significantly in 2003 and 
2004 they regained momen-
tum until they topped out in 
2011. But in 2012 and part 
of 2013, they dropped from 
2011’s height of 1.6 million. 

According to GLAZA 
data, attendance for 2013-
2014 was 1.5 million. 

“I think we are making 

good progress,” said GLAZA 
spokesperson Kait Hilliard. 
“We’ve been able to exceed our 
attendance goals last year.”

According to Hilliard, 
despite an increase in prices, 
the zoo has had more visitors 
lately due in part to special 
programs, like the “L.A. Zoo 
Lights” event last holiday 
season. 

That event, which was a 
walking evening experience of 
the zoo with specialized, float-
ing and moving lighting, sold 
over 155,000 tickets at a price 
of $13 for adults and $11 for 
children. Tickets were a few 
dollars less if purchased in ad-
vance. 

“[Zoo Lights] exceeded 
everyone’s expectations,” Hill-
iard said. 

Former Los Angeles City 
Councilmember Tom La-
Bonge was widely criticized by 
constituents and by the news 
media for providing $100,000 
in so-called discretionary 
funds, earmarked for infra-
structure repair, for the event. 

But GLAZA officials and 
LaBonge say it was worth the 
heat.

“It brought people to the 
zoo that had never been here 
before… It was so much more 
than stringing lights around 
the zoo, Hilliard said. 

Part of the rationale be-
hind Zoo Lights was to pro-
vide a zoo holiday timed event 
the Festival of Lights—a free 
driving event, that later al-
lowed for pedestrians and bi-
cyclists, showing animals with 
twinkle lights along Crystal 
Springs Drive—was stopped 
in 2010 after community ac-
tivists argued it caused un-
necessary traffic and vehicle 
exhaust from vehicles idling 
along the route. 

“Without the Festival of 
Lights,” Hilliard said, “we saw 
there was certainly an opportu-
nity here,” to do something dif-
ferent. “We could not replicate 
that. . . . But it was a chance to 
start something new.”

GLAZA has been the fun-
draising arm of the zoo since 
the zoo’s opening in 1966. 
Each year, its biggest fundrais-
er is the “Beastly Ball.” This 
year,  the June event raised 
over $1 million for zoo pro-
gramming and operations. 

Additionally, recently, the 
zoo opened a new jaguar habi-
tat and exhibit and has had a 
steady influx of additions to 

see ZOO page 21

are within close proximity of 
a school or church. BevMo’s 
store would have been directly 
next door to St. Mary’s and on 
property the church owns.

According to St. Mary’s 
Bush, any long-term lease for 
BevMo at the site was contin-
gent on whether it received the 
liquor licenses. She also said 
the liquor chain withdrew its 
application due to the ongoing 
legal battle over who controls 
the church.

Two parties, claiming to 
be the rightful managing arm 
of the church—known as a 
vestry—say they have legal 
authority in executing all de-
cisions regarding the church, 

such as its liturgy, finances 
and property decisions, in-
cluding who becomes the les-
see of the Citibank building.

One side is under Bush 
and another, under Allan 
Trimpi, an ally of the church’s 
former pastor Father Christo-
pher Kelley. 

At issue are two votes tak-
en by St. Mary’s congregants 
in May of 2011 and January 
2012 to leave the Anglican 
Church and move to the Ro-
man Catholic Church and an 
August 2012 vote to amend 
St. Mary’s bylaws accordingly, 
after both votes to move to the 
Roman Catholic Church were 
overwhelmingly in favor of 

BEVMO from page 17

see BEVMO page 25
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real neighborhood living 

DHCS License: 970000049 | DSS License: 191802082 | DSS Certificate of Authority: 121 

2236 Merton Ave. |  Los Angeles, CA 90041 | 323-257-7518 
www.solheimlutheran.org 

RESIDENTIAL LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING | NURSING CARE | MEMORY CARE 

 Great neighborhood lifestyle & location 

 Non-profit with 90+ year history  

 Comfort of all services on one campus 

 Resident focused, award-winning care 
 

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE A PERSONAL TOUR 
323.257.7518  

Y O U R  S O L U T I O N  F O R   
C O M P L E T E  S E N I O R  C A R E  

ALTERNATIVE THERAPIES

43rd Annual
Cancer Convention

FOR THE GENERAL PUBLIC AND PROFESSIONALS

Sept. 5, 6, & 7, 2015
Sat., Sun. & Mon. – Labor Day Weekend

SHERATON UNIVERSAL
(Across from Universal Studios Hollywood)

Meet Recovered Cancer Patients with Encouraging Reports

LEARN ABOUT THE PREVENTION & CONTROL OF CANCER
THROUGH NUTRITION, TESTS & NON-TOXIC CANCER THERAPIES SUCH AS

LAETRILE, GERSON, HOXSEY, POLY-MVA, ENZYMES & IMMUNOTHERAPY
FROM MEDICAL DOCTORS, CLINICAL RESEARCHERS,

NUTRITIONISTS & AUTHORS.

ALSO, LEARN ABOUT CHELATION, DMSO, OXYGEN,
HERBAL, CELLULAR & ELECTRO-MAGNETIC THERAPIES.

IN ADDITION, NATURAL THERAPIES FOR HEART, DIABETES,
ARTHRITIS, MS & EYE DISEASES.

$40.00/Day
For Doctor Referrals and Programs contact:

CANCER CONTROL SOCIETY
(323) 663-7801  •  www.cancercontrolsociety.com

•  LECT
URES

•  MOVIES
•  EXHIBITS

CEU’s
for Nurses & Dentists

$45.00/Day
For All Events

See the movies:
“Hoxsey Cancer Therapy,”  “Nature’s Answer to Cancer”

and  “What Your Doctor Won’t Tell You About Cancer”  Hosted by Eddie Albert

its range of exotic species.  The 
addition of the 7,100 square-
foot site is what the zoo calls 
the completion of its “$180 
million master plan phase” of 
improvements.  The facility is 
located in the relatively-new 
rainforest portion of the zoo, 
which opened last year. 

Also newly-implemented 
are adult-only “after hours” 

parties until 11 p.m. Several 
events are being promoted 
over the summer includ-
ing bands, DJ’s and on-site 
food trucks.  Some animal 
exhibits remain open for the 
events. 

Also planned is an August 
7th micro-brew sampling event 
featuring 50 local breweries 
dubbed “Brew at the Zoo,” the 
zoo’s third such event. 

ZOO from page 20

Pilgrim’s “Field of Dreams”
Will Be One of the Area’s Largest

Los Angeles City Coun-
cilmembers David Ryu and 
Mitch O’Farrell were present 
for the June 11th groundbreak-
ing of Pilgrim School’s “Field 
of Dreams” project, an athletic 
field, which when completed, 
will be one of the largest open 
spaces in the neighborhood 
between Hancock Park and 
downtown Los Angeles.

The field will primarily 
serve the growing Pilgrim Pa-
triots athletic department, but 
Pilgrim school and the First 
Congregational Church of Los 
Angeles (FCCLA) are current-
ly exploring partnerships with 
other community organiza-
tions that could benefit from 
the use of the new facility. 

Pilgrim is an independent 
day and boarding school just 
west of downtown Los Ange-
les, with 420 students from 
preschool to 12th grade.

According to the school, 
Pilgrim is one of the most di-
verse in California, serving 

students from 50 different zip 
codes and 10 foreign countries 
in a high-density neighborhood. 

The project was approved 
following a recent vote by the 
school’s governing board and 
the FCCLA’s board of trustees.

The field will sit atop a 
large new underground park-
ing facility and is the first part 
of a multi-phase campus ex-
pansion that will eventually 
include additional classrooms, 
a new gymnasium and per-
forming arts facility and a new 
building specifically for upper 
grades. 

Gensler & Associates, a 
collaborative architecture and 
design firm, conceptualized 
the long-term plan for the 
campus expansion.

The project is the re-
sult of a three-year fundrais-
ing campaign that has raised 
$12,000,000 dollars to date.

Donors include FCCLA 
and The Ahmanson Founda-
tion.

The new field will sit atop a large new underground parking facility and will be 
one of the largest between downtown Los Angeles and Hancock Park. 

Kaiser Urging Expectant Moms
To Donate Their Baby’s Umbilical Cord Blood

Kaiser Permanente is 
encouraging their mem-
bers—who are soon to give 
birth—to donate their baby’s 
umbilical cord blood, as part 
of July “Cord Blood Aware-
ness Month.”

Cord blood is the blood 
that remains in the placenta 
and umbilical cord after a 
baby is born, which research-
ers say holds promise as an 
important source of stem 
cells that could be used for 
potential medical therapies 
and treatments.

It is used to treat a vari-
ety of diseases, ranging from 
anemia to cancers of the 
blood, such as leukemia and 

lymphoma. It is also an im-
portant alternative to bone 
marrow for transplantation 
because it is rich in blood-
forming stem cells and does 
not require as close a match 
between the donor and re-
cipient as bone marrow.  

Collecting and storing 
cord blood can be costly if 
done privately.  Because of 
the cord blood collection pro-
gram, there is no cost to the 
mothers who wish to donate 
their newborn’s cord blood.

The medical center is a 
participant in California’s 
Umbilical Cord Blood Col-
lection Program, which was 
created by legislation in 2010 

and administered by the UC 
Davis Healthy System, which 
is funded by a $2 fee on birth 
certificate copies.

 “Our goal is to expand 
the diversity of publicly avail-
able cord blood by making it 
easy to donate and at no cost 
to the mother,” said Dr. Rob-
ert Cooper, Pediatrics Oncolo-
gist, with Kaiser Permanente 
Los Angeles Medical Center.

Cord blood is also used in 
transplants as well as provid-
ing a source of high quality 
cord blood units for qualified 
researchers. 

For more information, 
visit kp.org/losangeles
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Griffith Park Adult Community Center Calendar

Sunset Hall - Curriculum and Advocacy 

Programs for 
free-thinking seniors 

(323) 660-5277

Conversational 
Spanish at GPACC on 
Mondays at 1:30pm

Thanks to our ad sponsor Sunset Hall. They offer...

There will be no General Meeting at 
Friendship Auditorium in August.  

The next meeting will be September 16, 2015
Tuesday, August 25, 2015: 

A Cruise of Ventura Harbor, lunch and shopping at 
Fisherman’s village, wine sampling, and 

Pierce College’s Farmer’s Market for produce $53.  
For more information, call Ed Ovaduke at (323) 661-1857 

Friday, August 28, 2015, 4:00 – 7:00 pm, 
“All Stars Hall of Fame” Party, 

recognizing all our GPACC Volunteers

Call GPACC at (323) 644-5579 for more information 

The Lunch Program: Lunch is served 5 days a week at the Center.  
$2 donation for those over 60 years. $4 for less than 60 years. 

Daily lunch served at 12 pm. Coffee and sign-in at 10:30.      

For Information on the Griffith Park Adult Community 
Club and getting a newsletter, call Stephanie Vendig at 

(323) 667-3043, or e-mail at vendig@sbcglobal.net

GPACC is located at 3203 Riverside Dr., just south of Los Feliz Bl.

Skylight to Host L.A. Launch of Local Author J. Ryan 
Stradal’s Debut Novel
By Erin Hickey, By Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELIZ—J. Ryan Stradal, 
who will launch his debut 
novel Kitchens of the Great 
Midwest and a tour tonight at 
Skylight, has lived in Los Fe-
liz since 2010, but said he has 
dreamed of reading at Skylight 
since long before that. 

“I don’t think it gets any 
better for a writer in Los An-
geles. I think every writer in 
Los Angeles who hasn’t read at 
Skylight yet wants to, and the 
ones that have want to do it 
again… I think that’s going to 
be the highlight of the tour,” 
he said. 

Stradal said he views Sky-
light as the “center of the Los 
Angeles literary scene,” and he 
would know. 

Although Kitchens is 
Stradal’s first novel, he has 
been deeply entrenched in Los 
Angeles’ literary world for the 
last half-decade. 

Among several other ven-
tures, Stradal is on the adviso-
ry board of nonprofit writing 
center 826LA, is the acquisi-
tions editor for Los Angeles-
based publishing house Un-

named Press, 
and coproduces 
the Hot Dish 
culinary read-
ing series with 
essayist Summer 
Block-Kumar.

“We tend to 
do two to three 
[Hot Dish] 
readings a year, 
and they’re ori-
ented around a 

food theme. The 
last one we did was a brunch 
theme…We did a school lunch 
themed one once. That might 
have actually had the worst 
food—but it wasn’t unpopu-
lar,” he said, laughing. 

As the title implies, food 
is also at the center of Kitch-
ens, which follows protagonist 
Eva Thorvald through the un-
expected culinary world of the 
Midwest on her path to be-
coming the chef with the most 
exclusive dinner reservation in 
the world. 

“I feel like I’ve always 
written about food…I’m pre-
occupied with it,” he said.

Stradal said his lifelong 
fixation on food is tied to his 
inability to travel as a teenager 
in Minnesota.

“I always wanted to travel 
and see the world, but I couldn’t 
afford it. I could only go as far 
as my mom’s Volkswagen Golf 
would take me. So [my high 
school girlfriend and I] decided 
to sample the world through 
Minnesota’s version of ethnic 
cuisine,” he said.

Stradal said he views food 

as “a shorthand for experienc-
ing other cultures,” and incor-
porated recipes into his novel, 
in part to paint a more vivid 
picture of the Midwest.

“I really wanted to show 
the amount of butter and sug-
ar that goes into these things,” 
he said, laughing. 

According to Stradal, in-
cluding recipes in the book 
had unexpected benefits. 

“Often I’ll go to a place, 
and people will say, ‘Here’s 
the peanut butter bars from 
your book. We made them. 
Here you go.’ So I’m glad I 
like them, because people sure 
make them for me a lot! I’m 
really glad that people aren’t 
making lutefisk.”

Aside from food, Stradal 
said he draws his biggest inspi-
ration from other Los Angeles 
area authors, such as Lou Mat-
thews, Rob Roberge, Amelia 
Gray, Ben Loory, Janet Fitch, 
Antonia Crane, Josh Shenk 
and Catie Disabato. 

Stradal said he credits the 
abundance of local talent to 
Los Feliz’s ability to attract the 
creative and motivated. 

“[Los Feliz has] kept a lot 
of its character. I don’t see it 
homogenizing or becoming 
too slick. And I feel like that’s 
why its continued to attract 
people like the folks I’ve men-
tioned,” he said. 

Stradal will read from 
Kitchens tonight (July 30th) 
at 7:30 p.m. at Skylight 
books. He will be joined by 
essayist Julia Ingalls. 

[STAR GAZING]

Enjoy a Seven Hour Shower
By Anthony Cook, Griffith Observatory

The annual 
Perseid me-

teor shower should be great 
this year. The maximum will 
happen on the night and ear-
ly morning hours of August 
12th-13th—Wednesday night 
to Thursday morning—the 
day before new moon. 

Meteors can be seen be-

tween about 10:00 p.m. and 
dawn, 5:00 a.m., as they stream 
from the constellation Perseus 
the Hero in the northeast sky. 

The number of meteors 
increases from a few per hour 
before midnight to one or two 
per minute between 3 a.m. and 
5 a.m. How many you can see 

depends largely on how dark 
and clear your sky is. 

Because urban and subur-
ban areas have bright skies due 
to light pollution caused by 
artificial lighting, only a tiny 
fraction of the meteors can be 
seen from cities. 

Wilderness locations, 
far from lights—such as Red 

Rock Canyon State Park or 
Joshua Tree National Monu-
ment—are places in southern 
California where up to 120 
meteors per hour might be 
seen before dawn. 

The meteors are bright 
streaks of light in the sky 
caused by dust particles streak-

ing through the outermost re-
gions of the atmosphere, about 
100 miles above the Earth. 

The particles are those 
shed by comet Swift Tuttle 
when it is close to the sun ev-
ery 130 years. The comet last 
passed the sun in 1992. 

No special equipment is 
needed to watch the meteor 
shower, just a reclining deck 
chair and blankets or a sleep-
ing bag with coats and jackets 
to stay warm. 

Choose a place with a 
clear horizon to the north and 
east, and adjust your chair so 
that you are looking high in 
the sky somewhere between 
east and north. 

Don’t look at lights of any 
kind, including cell-phone dis-
plays for at least several min-
utes before watching meteors, 
as light prevents your eyes 
from adapting to the dark.

No special equipment is needed to 
watch the meteor shower.

J. Ryan Stradal sits outside a restaurant in Muscat, Oman. 
Photo by Brian Dille [cq].  
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It begins with the right setting. Comfortable 
surroundings that please the eye and senses. A responsive 
staff for resident support needs, with a licensed nurse  
on-site 24/7. Professionally guided fitness and therapy 
for an active lifestyle. Delicious, chef-prepared cuisine. 
Concierge and transportation services. Enriching activities 
for mind, body and spirit. What happens next is up to you. 
After all, it’s your story.

Distinctive Residential Settings  
Chef-Prepared Dining and Bistro 

Award-Winning Memory Care 
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[A DOG’S LIFE]

Date Night with Your Dog
By Jennifer Clark, Ledger Columnist

Itching to go 
out to dinner, 

but don’t want to ditch your 
dog? You’re in luck because 
nowadays more restaurants are 
not only allowing dogs on the 
premises, they’re offering up 
dog menus catering to their 
four-legged clientele. 

For the dehydrated pooch, 

there’s Ray’s & Stark Bar at 
the Los Angeles County Mu-
seum of Art that boasts a water 
menu for dogs. 

The Morrison Pub in 
Atwater Village has three 
selections on its dog menu. 
Where’s the Beef is a blend 
of chopped hamburger and 
rice.  Cock-a-Doodle-Do is a 
chicken and rice combo and 
Franenweinie [cq] brings to-
gether chopped hot dogs and 
rice.

In-N-Out serves up pup 
patties—a plain, unseasoned 

and salt free burger.
Home in Los Feliz will 

dole out water and dog treats.
Even while you’re getting 

your caffeine fix at Starbucks, 
you can order a Puppuccino 
for your pup. It’s a small cup 
filled with whipped cream. 
I know my dogs would have 
some GI issues with that, so 

proceed with caution.
And if your pooch has a 

sweet tooth, Sprinkles has a 
doggie cupcake that’s sugar 
free and comes with yogurt 
“frosting.”

Eat up pups!

Ray’s & Stark Bar at LAC-
MA, 5905 Wilshire Blvd.; 
The Morrison Pub, 3179 Los 
Feliz Blvd.; Home, 1760 
Hillhurst Ave.; Sprinkles, 
629 Americana Way, 9635 
South Santa Monica Blvd., 
189 The Grove Drive

More restaurants are catering to their 
four-legged clientele.

[THEATER REVIEW]

“9 to 5” Offers a Light and Fun 
Summer’s Entertainment 
By Marilyn Tower Oliver, Ledger Theater Critic

Summer is a good time 
to relax with a musical that 
doesn’t challenge the brain or 
present deep issues to ponder.  
“9 to 5,” with music and lyrics 
by Dolly Parton and book by 
Patricia Resnick, is based on 
the 1980 movie of the same 
name and is currently onstage 
at Glendale Centre Theatre.  

Because it is a period 
piece, its themes seem a bit 
dated.  Although I found the 
story somewhat inane, the 
capacity audience on the af-
ternoon I attended seemed en-
thusiastic and energized.  

Set in the midst of the 70’s 
women’s movement, the plot is 
filled with clichés—the rejected 
wife, the lecherous boss and the 
sexy looking secretary.  

Judy Bernly (Andrea Ar-
vanigian), a timid housewife 
whose husband has left her for 
a younger woman, is starting 
her new career as a secretary in a 
large corporation. She has never 
worked before and is clueless. 

The office manager, Violet 
Newstead (Karen Volpe), of-
fers to help her learn the ropes 
and warns her of the perils of 

working for Franklin Hart 
(Paul Preston), their chauvin-
istic boss who is trying to have 
an affair with his 
personal secretary, 
Doralee Rhodes 
(Amy Gillette).

D o r a l e e —
the role originally 
played by Dolly 
Parton—is a hap-
pily married, but 
sexy blond, 
who has no 
interest in Hart’s clumsy at-
tempts at seduction.

Thinking she has acqui-
esced to his demands, the of-
fice staff shuns Doralee, but 
learning of her predicament, 
Judy and Violet befriend her. 

Fed up with the indigni-
ties suffered by the office staff, 
the trio dream of ways to get 
even with the sleazy Hart. 
Their dreams become a real-
ity after they think they have 
accidentally poisoned his cof-
fee with rat poison and finally 
have the opportunity to give 
him his comeuppance.  

“9 to 5” is filled with 
crowd-pleasing songs and en-

ergetic dance sequences, cho-
reographed by Orlando Al-
exander, that keep the action 
rolling along on the intimate 
Centre stage. 

I particularly enjoyed 
the performance of Amy Gil-
lette as Doralee and Andrea 
Arvanigian as Judy, a role by 

Jane Fonda. 
Costume designs by An-

gela Manke help recreate the 
late 1970’s era in which the 
show is set.  

Director Martin Lang 
along with musical director 
Steven Applegate effectively 
manage the large cast. This 
show is suitable for all ages.

“9 to 5” runs through August 
22nd, Thursday-Saturday 
evenings at 8 p.m. with Sat-
urday matinees at 3 p.m.   
Glendale Centre Theater, 
324 N. Orange St., Glen-
dale (818) 244-8481 or 
glendalecentretheatre.com.

Karen Volpe as Violet Newstead leads the chorus in “9 to 5”
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Local Bookstores Thrive Through 
Community Outreach 
By Julie Walmsley, Ledger Contributing Writer

In an era when the na-
tion’s largest chain bookstore, 
Barnes & Noble, has been 
forced to close some stores due 
to digital competition, Sky-
light Books in Los Feliz and 
Stories on Sunset in Echo Park 
continue to thrive. 

Stories on Sunset has 
been open since 2008. Store 
manager Alex Maslansky says 
locals are highly literary and 
choosy—which is an advan-
tage for the store, because it 
allows them to focus and cater 
to those preferences. 

“That’s the key, Maslan-
sky said, “to reflect the neigh-
borhood you’re in.” That’s the 
reason Borders and Barnes & 
Noble have suffered…. All the 

stores I’ve gone to and loved 
are a reflection of their place.”

Stories also has a popular 
café, which generates about 
half of the store’s monthly 
revenue. Regular customers 
spend their work day at the 
store, taking advantage of free 
wifi and browsing the books 
between tasks and meetings. 

On a recent Thursday 
morning, every table was oc-
cupied with northeast LA den-
izens poring over their laptops. 

Maslansky, who man-
aged Book Soup in West Hol-
lywood prior to his current 
eight-year stint at Stories, re-
jects the indies-are-sinking 
narrative. 

He points to data released 
by the American Booksellers 
Association, which shows a net 
increase in the number of in-
dependent bookstores nation-
wide in the last five years. 

“The whole idea of the 
death of the bookstore was a 
convenient concept that was 
premature,” Maslansky said.

To capitalize on what Am-
azon, ibooks and other e-read-
er downloads cannot provide, 
some independent bookstores 
have started to offer more in-
store events including read-
ings, book signings, exhibits 
and performances. 

In July alone, Skylight 
hosted 19 events with authors 
in the store, discussing their 
new works of fiction, poetry, 
and graphic novels. 

And on July 21st, The 
Daily Show’s Nate Corddry 
did an in-store recording of his 
Reading Aloud podcast.   

 Skylight can even coor-
dinate author events at private 
homes, for the host who wants 
to have a party with a literary 
touch.

Book sellers say they can-
not predict how well events 
will do or even if they drive 
sales. Nevertheless, they hold 
events to stay connected with 
the community.

Skylight Books has been 
owned by an evolving partner-
ship since opening in 1996, 
with local resident Kerry Slat-
tery overseeing day-to-day op-
erations. 

Current store cat, Franny, 
named after J.D. Salinger’s 
Franny and Zooey, also keeps 
an eye on things.

Community support, ac-
cording to current General 
Manager Mary Williams, has 
been generally consistent.

Williams said the only 

significant downturn in sales 
was in 2008, when the reces-
sion impacted retail sales na-
tionwide. The store has since 
recovered, in part, through a 
carefully chosen selection of 

books.
Williams said she believes 

Skylight’s high sales on books 
that aren’t on the New York 

Times bestsellers list, or else-
where recommended, proves 
that the store has tapped into 
local taste. 

Zines—essentially mini-
comic books—are some of the 
store’s biggest draws. 

Sad Animals, a simple 
book of drawings of animals 
who look sad by Adam Meuse, 
is the best-selling zine in Sky-
light’s history. 

On the other end of the 
spectrum, Skylight once re-
ceived a letter from a the pub-
lisher of David Foster Wal-
lace’s 1996 novel, Infinite Jest, 
notifying them they were the 
top seller of the book in the 

entire country. 
The 1,079-page novel, 

which takes place in a dysto-
pian future, was a staff pick. 

Future plans for Skylight 
call for an expansion of their 
events programming to in-
clude author visits to local el-
ementary schools.

“I think a huge factor [of 
our success] is we’re in a com-
munity that values and sup-
ports small business,” Wil-
liams said. “We’re competing 
with Amazon. We’re never 
going to compete on price, but 
if we live in a community that 
values what we provide, we 
have an advantage.”

Book sellers say they cannot predict how well events will do 
or even if they drive sales. Nevertheless, they hold events to 

stay connected with the community. 

Erin Magri, a customer at Stories on Sunset, makes a purchase from store manager Alex Maslansky.

St. Vincent de Paul Hosts 
Special Olympians With Good Old 
American Food

The St. Vincent de Paul 
Society hosted 97 Special 
Olympians July 22nd for an 
“all American hamburger” 
dinner and live deejay dance. 

Los Angeles is hosting 
the Special Olympics World 
Games for over 6,500 athletes 
from 165 countries through 
Aug. 2nd. The games kicked 
off July 25th.  

The athletes have been 
competing in 25 different 
events at venues through-

out Los Angeles including 
at USC and UCLA, where 
some of the athletes are 
housed. 

St. Vincent’s own event 
took place at its thrift store lo-
cated at 210 North Ave. 21. 

According to St. Vincent 
spokesperson Chris Sariego, 
the non- profit wanted to 
honor the Olympians who, he 
said, “are models of courage, 
perseverance, dedication and 
goodwill.”
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doing so.  
In the middle of that issue, 

some members of St. Mary’s ac-
cused its pastor, Father Kelley, 
of wrongful activity, in part, 
related to the church’s finances.

Before the votes and accu-
sations of impropriety by the 
former pastor, Trimpi and oth-
ers, were elected vestry mem-
bers of the church. But due to 
the instability of the church 
and its legal issues, in April 
of 2012, an overseeing body, 
called the Anglican Church 
of America’s Diocese of the 
West, took disciplinary action 
against Kelley, removing him 
from ministry and took con-
trol of the church, appointing 
Bush and others to the vestry.

Trimpi and Kelley say 
a BevMo lease in a property 
near and owned by the church 
goes against the church’s “mis-
sion of charity.”

Meanwhile, Bush’s group 
said the church is seeking a 
high-lease tenant as it needs 
the money.

According to sources, rep-
resentatives from BevMo, only 
became aware of the church’s 
complex and outstanding liti-
gation late in the process.

A lower court ruled in fa-
vor of a three lawsuits filed by 
Bush and the appointed vestry 

in 2012 regarding the church’s 
control and said that, as well 
as the church’s denomination-
al future, was an ecclesiastical 
matter and should be vetted by 
the church and its authorities.

But Trimpi and the elect-
ed vestry won a reversal of the 
lawsuits on appeal to a higher 
California court. That court 
said the lower court was in 
error and that a decision on 
the church’s future should be 
decided “by applying neutral 
principles of the law,” not reli-
gious tenets.

The matter has now been 
sent back to Los Angeles Su-
perior Court and is expected 
to be heard again in late Au-
gust or September.

BevMo representatives 
said they were unable to com-
ment on the matter to the news 
media, but at the LFNC’s July 
hearing, a representative con-
firmed BevMo had indeed 
withdrawn from pursuing the 
site but that it would continue 
to seek a location in Los Feliz.

“When we find a new lo-
cation, we will be back to see 
you and provide you with the 
details for a store,” BevMo rep-
resentative Eric Shabsis told 
the neighborhood council.

Reporter Ezekiel Hernandez 
contributed to this story.

[OUT AND ABOUT]

August 2015 

ART

Jeff Alu and AEneas MacRae The 
Los Angeles Center For Digital Art 
hosts two artists who specialize 
in the manipulation of images. Jeff 
Alu’s “Seeing More Within” show 
focuses on digital manipulation 
including 3D animation, videos 
and digitally edited landscape 
photography. Aeneas MacRae 
takes well known film clips and 
resequences and re-edit them to 
create new work that comments 

on the old. Free. Los Angeles 
Center For Digital Art, Closes Sat., 
August 29th. 103 East Fourth St. 
Information: lacda.com

BOOKS

William T. Vollmann Since 1990, 
National Book Award winner 
Vollmann has been working on a 
series of novels known as the Seven 
Dreams. This epic saga explores the 
history of North America through 
the interactions and conflicts 
between settlers and indigenous 
peoples. Vollman will read from 
the recently released fifth volume 
in the story cycle, The Dying Grass, 
which focuses on 1877’s Nez 
Perce War. Free. Skylight Books, 
Fri. August 14th, 7:30 p.m. 1818 N. 

Vermont Ave. Information: (323) 660-
1175. skylightbooks.com

FILM

Cinespia Movies All Night 
Cinespia’s fourth annual Movies 
All Night evening features a triple 
feature of late-90s slumber party 
favorites: Can’t Hardly Wait, 
Scream and Cruel Intentions. Free 
coffee and snacks will be provided 
to help you go until 4 a.m. Tickets 
are $18. Hollywood Forever 

Cemetery, Sat. August 15th, gates at 
7:15 p.m., films start at 9 p.m. 6000 
Santa Monica Blvd. Information: 
cinespia.org

MUSIC

Echo Park Rising Echo Park’s free 
music fest is back for its fifth year. 
This year’s line-up features 300 
bands including Hanni El Khatib, 
Man or Astroman? and Dengue 
Fever. Free; VIP passes start at $25. 
Venues include Taix and the Echo, 
Fri. August 14th to Sun. August 16th. 
Information: epr.la

Roaring Nights At The L. A. Zoo L. 
A. based ‘80s cover band The Pac 
Men and DJ Johnny Hawkes rock 
the zoo as adult visitors get to take 

a nocturnal walk on the wild side. 
Explore the zoo after hours, paint 
the animals and enjoy bars and 
some of L. A.’s best food trucks. 
Tickets are $20. L. A. Zoo, Fri. August 
21st. 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. 5337 Zoo Dr. 
Information: (323) 644-4200, 
lazoo.org

FYF Fest For its 11th year, Los 
Angeles’ premier music festival 
pulls out all the stops with 
performances by Frank Ocean, 
Morrissey, Belle & Sebastian, 
D’Angelo and many many more. 
Single day tickets are $109 dollars, 
general admission is $175 and VIP 
tickets are $329. L. A. Memorial 
Sports Arena & Exposition 
Park, Sat. August 22nd to Sun. 
August 23rd. 3939 S. Figueroa St. 
Information: fyffest.com

SCIENCE & NATURE

Public Star Party The Griffith 
Observatory once again teams up 
with the Los Angeles Astronomical 
Society to bring out a variety of 
telescopes so visitors can explore 
the vast reaches of space. This 
month’s star party should be 
particularly fun for amateur 
astronomers, as the moon will 
appear to be near Saturn. Free. 
Griffith Observatory, Sat., August 
22nd, 9:45 p.m. 2800 E. Observatory 
Road, Griffith Park. 
Information: (213) 473-0800. 
griffithobservatory.org

THEATER

Much Ado About Nothing The 
Independent Shakespeare Festival 
brings the grandfather of all 
romantic comedies to life at the 
Old L. A. Zoo. The setting has been 
updated to the summer of 1945 as 
Prince Don Pedro and hs men spend 
their leave at Leonato’s villa, but 
Shakespeare’s dialogue remains 
untouched and Benedick and 
Beatrice’s war of words remains 
as sharp as ever. Free (donations 

accepted). Old L. A. Zoo, Thurs. July 
30th to Sun. August 30th, Thurs. 
through Sun., 7 p.m. Griffith Park Dr. 
Information: iscla.org

COMEDY

Huebel and Scheer Present Crash 
Test Every two weeks, comedians 
and old friends Rob Huebel and 
Paul Scheer get together at the 
UCB for a night of…something. 
It could be stand-up, sketches, a 
short play or a night of short films. 
The only guarantee is that Huebel, 
Scheer and whoever else drops by 
will create a one of a kind hour of 
comedy. $5. UCB Theater Franklin 
Avenue, Mon., August 3rd, 11 p.m. 
5919 Franklin Ave. Information: 
ucbtheater.com

COMMUNITY

From Lincoln Logs To Legos: 
Building Liberty Families are 

invited to the Autry to spend 
the afternoon using the world’s 
two most famous building 
toys to build cabins and other 
structures inspired by 19th century 
architecture. Docent-led tours of 
Empire and Liberty: The Civil War 
and the West will also be provided. 
Free with museum admission. 
The Autry National Center of 
the American West, Sun., Aug 
2nd, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 4700 Western 
Heritage Way. Information: 
theautry.org

Life Story Writing Class Everyone 
has a story to tell and the Silver 
Lake Library is happy to help you 
tell yours. The library will provide 
instructors who will help you 
with memoir and fiction writing, 
even if you have no prior writing 
experience. Free. Silver Lake 
Library, Sat. August 15th, 2 p.m. 
2411 Glendale Blvd. Information: 
(323) 913-7451. lapl.org

Much Ado About Nothing will be staged by the Independent Shakespeare Com-
pany at the Old Zoo in Griffith Park, Thursdays through Sundays until August 
30th. Photo: Mike Ditz.

Morrissey will join Frank Ocean, Belle & Sebastian, D’Angelo and others at this 
year’s FYF Fest, Aug. 22nd & 23rd, L. A. Memorial Sports Arena & Exposition Park.

BEVMO from page 20
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[OUR BREAD AND BUTTER]

Bringing New Life into the World with CHA 
Hollywood Presbyterian Medical Center
By Kimberly Gomez, Ledger Columnist

Dr. Jocelyn Gumbs has 
a clear vision of how she can 
best serve her OB/GYN pa-
tients.

 “I think what people real-
ly want is a personal relation-

ship with their OB doctors,” 
said Gumbs. “Seeing several 
different doctors in a large 
practice can make giving birth 
impersonal. In my practice, 
you get me the whole of the 

pregnancy and delivery.” 
When she was first estab-

lishing her practice, Gumbs, 
carefully considered the qual-
ity and services of various 
medical facilities with whom 
she could partner.  

Choosing CHA Holly-
wood Presbyterian Medical 
Center (HPMC) has proved 
to be a great decision because 
of their support and respon-
siveness to the needs of her 
patients.

To meet the demands of 
its diverse care area, HPMC 
offers on-site childbirth classes 
and tours to expectant families 
in English, Korean, Spanish 
and Armenian. 

Prospective parents can 
take comfort knowing that 
a close partnership between 
HPMC and nearby Chil-
dren’s Hospital allows for 

HPMC’s Neonatal Intensive 
Care unit to be staffed by 
neonatologists should a new-
born need specialized medi-

cal attention. 
Anesthesiologists are 

available 24 hours a day. And 
through the HPMC Medical 
Records and Patient Portal, 
patients have free, online 
access to hospital inpatient 

records for themselves and 
their babies. 

HPMC is currently reno-
vating with plans to more than 

double the labor and delivery 
rooms for moms. 

After delivery, families are 
settled into the mother-baby 
care unit. It’s restful there, 
with vintage baby quilts and 

HPMC offers on-site childbirth classes and 
tours to expectant families in English, 

Korean, Spanish and Armenian.

see CHA page 31

Dr. Jocelyn Gumbs provides post-delivery care to Stephanie Caccialupi and her 
daughter, Sarah, in one of CHA Hollywood Presbyterian Medical Center’s private 
mother-baby care rooms.

It’s A Wait and See Still On 
Bungalow Demolition Hearing 
By Allison B. Cohen

HILLHURST AVENUE—City 
officials say another hearing 
regarding the possible demo-
lition of two bungalows at 
Russell Avenue has not been 
scheduled, after it extended 
time, until July 9th, for local 
residents and business owners 
to make public comment. 

At issue is the desire of 
property owner Gohar Afifi to 
tear down the bungalows for a 
14-car parking lot for the new 
Citibank building on Hill-
hurst Avenue, which is also on 
land he also owns.

The bungalows were built 
in 1911 and 1920.

During a June hearing 
before the city’s planning 
commission, several Russell 

Avenue residents gave spirited 
speeches, all in opposition to 
the demolition plan. 

Afifi additionally owns 
and operates Celebrity Clean-
ers, which is adjacent to the 
new bank building and the 
proposed parking lot. 

Previously, James Crisp, a 
representative for Afifi, said the 
bungalows are architecturally 
insignificant and run down. 

 “These buildings are not 
historically important. They 
are not on any historic register 
and they have no architectural 
significance,” Crisp said.

According to Crisp, he has 
652 signatures of neighbors 
near the site in favor of tearing 
down the homes. He said 39 

of the signatures are from local 
business owners in the imme-
diate area.

But several local residents, 
including Randy Myer, co-
chair of the zoning committee 
of the Los Feliz Improvement 
Assoc., (LFIA) have chal-
lenged the signature’s validity 
claiming customers visiting 
Afifi’s dry cleaners shop signed 
the petition not knowing what 
it was for.

Afifi bought the houses 
for $600,000 in 2012, accord-
ing to public records.

David Ryu, the council-
member for the area who took 
office July 1st, has also spoken 
out against the homes being 
demolished for parking.

“We are opposed to the 
variance that is proposed to 
use a residential lot for park-
ing,” Ryu’s chief planning 
deputy Renee Weitzer said. 
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These “Parachute Kids” Have a 
Safer Landing 
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

LAFAYETTE PARK— In July, 
three Chinese high school stu-
dents appeared in a San Ga-
briel Valley courthouse to face 
charges on the torture, kid-
napping and assault of another 
Chinese student. 

The case raised serious 
questions about the phenom-
enon of “parachute kids” – 
young international students 
who are sent to schools in the 
United States while their fam-
ilies remain behind. 

As reported in the Los An-
geles Times, the three students—
along with some others—creat-
ed their own gang-like culture, 
devoid of meaningful adult 
supervision from either their 
assigned caregivers or school ad-
ministration. 

The result was a toxic mix 
that might have been prevent-
ed if proper policies had been 
in place—policies like the 
ones that are put into practice 
every day at Pilgrim School. 

Pilgrim School, which 
serves students from pre-
school to high school, has 
been accepting international 
students since 1968. 

 In the beginning, the 

program was populated with 
the children of diplomats who 
wanted to finish their educa-
tion at the school even though 
their parents’ assignment in 
Los Angeles was completed.

Over the years, as the 
school grew, its internation-
al population grew as well.  
When Head of School Mark 
Brooks, arrived at Pilgrim in 
2005, there was an established 
group of trusted “homestay” 
families who housed interna-
tional students for a stipend. 

However, once the num-
ber of international students 
crossed over 20, Brooks be-
came concerned that he 
couldn’t oversee the program 
properly.

“I just didn’t feel that I was 
going to do the best job with 
that many homestay families,” 
he said. “There was too much 
room for error.” 

As a result, the school’s 
former Headmaster’s Resi-
dence was renovated into a 
dormitory, now called the 
Mayflower House and wel-
comed its first international 
students in 2012.

Today, an international 

student at Pilgrim School is 
allowed to live with a parent 
or grandparent—an arrange-
ment which is monitored by 
Brooks—or, if they are in 9th 
-12th grade, in the Mayflow-
er House, with its four staff 
members. In this way, inter-
national students are under 24 
hour supervision. A handful of 
domestic students also live in 
the dorm.  

According to Brooks, the 
school is also selective about the 
international students they ac-
cept. Brooks said he and a col-
league fly around the globe to 
interview prospective students 
and meet a majority of them be-
fore they step on campus. 

Students must be conver-

sant in English, pass a stan-
dardized test in English

and once accepted, have 
their English re-assessed for 
proper class level placement. 
There, they learn history, sci-
ence and English taught by a 
faculty member with exper-
tise in teaching non-English 
speakers.  Eventually, the stu-
dents are mainstreamed into 
regular classes.

Brooks acknowledged that 
international student applica-
tions have “skyrocketed” over 
the last few decades through-
out the U.S., particularly for 
boarding schools. 

 “You could fill your 
school with international stu-
dents,” he said. “We’re not in-
terested in doing that. We are 
a community school and we 

want to enrich this commu-
nity, so we limit it.” 

Currently, 25 of Pilgrim’s 
425 students are international 
students who hail from China, 
Korea, Vietnam, Kazakhstan 
and Brazil.

“We love it,” Brooks said. 
“The kids are so interesting 
and they bring a really inter-
esting dynamic to the school.”  

International friendships 
are made and on an academic 
level—particularly in math—
the foreign students have 
pushed the domestic students 
to do better.  

“It’s a real world experience 
for our students,” said Brooks. 
“‘It says, ‘This is the competi-
tion that you’re going to have, 
you better get used to it.’” 

A dorm room in the Mayflower House at Pilgrim School.
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Alimento Brings Innovative 
Italian to Silver Lake
By Pat Saperstein, Ledger Restaurant Critic

Silver Lake got one of its 
most ambitious restaurants 
when Alimento opened just 
over a year ago. Despite many 
buzzy spots, the neighborhood 
hasn’t really had the kind of 
destination restaurant that 
makes the “best of” lists. 

But chef-owner Zach Pol-
lack, already a local culinary 
star after opening Sotto in 
Beverly Hills, had something 
different from the typical Ital-
ian restaurant in mind.

Alimento is the place for 
fairly open-minded eaters who 
are way past fettuccine Alfre-
do. Three “big platters” of ribs, 
flank steak or grilled orate fish 
will provide the whole table 
with some protein, but the 
handmade pastas are the rea-
son you’re here. 

Some of the varied shapes 
incorporate rye and whole 

wheat flours from 
Pasadena’s grain mill Grist & 
Toll, which lend more flavor 
and texture than the usual 
white flour. 

The signature tortellini 
in brodo is filled with broth 
like a Chinese dumpling in-
stead of swimming in a mild 
broth. Your appreciation of the 
dough folder’s craft will likely 
depend on your willingness to 
pay what amounts to $2 per 
tortellini.

Ruffled radiatore pasta are 
paired with a hearty, satisfying 
pork sugo, or try whole wheat 
bigoli with tomato or beet 
canderli—dumplings—a dish 
with Austrian influences.

Fusilli with clams and 
smoked butter uses some of 
the plumpest and freshest bi-
valves ever, but a very heavy 
hand with sliced serrano pep-

pers makes it a challenge to 
fully embrace.

Starters and salads are list-
ed under “Plates.” Silky chick-
en liver crostone and “pig in a 
blanket” with mortadella and 
spelt pastry win raves, while 
raw dishes like escolar crudo 
will help lighten up a meal 
that can be overly rich if you 
don’t order carefully. 

When it first opened, Ali-

mento got plenty of attention 
for the extra line on the bill for 
tipping the kitchen in addition 
to the waitstaff. It›s a progres-
sive idea, but one that ends up 
being just another small thing 
making the dinner a bit more 
money than you might have in 
mind.

The $1.50 water charge 
is another, although it›s hard 
to fault the contribution that 

goes to the Silver Lake Reser-
voirs Conservancy.  

Since the compact white-
walled room is quite loud, 
the sidewalk tables, separated 
from the street by planter box-
es, are highly recommended if 
conversation is on the agenda. 

Alimento
1710 Silver Lake Blvd. 
(323) 928-2888

Geevargis said he has pre-
viously made overtures to real-
tor, Matthew Dobson of Arbor 
Realty Capital Advisors, out of 
Pasadena, to buy the building. 

He also said that it wasn’t 
so much that he felt he was be-
ing priced out, but that he was 
not given an opportunity to 
negotiate. 

 “[The new owners] don’t 
even want to talk to us,” said 
Geevargis, 68. “They said they 
want something more excit-
ing like a restaurant… I don’t 
know how they can imple-
ment that because there’s no 
parking.”

According to Dobson, the 
realtor, the new owners are 
“exploring a bunch of plans,” 
for the property. 

But in the aftermath of a 
chain liquor store withdrawing 
its application for a license in 
July also on Hillhurst Avenue, 
due in part to an over satura-
tion of liquor licenses in the 

area, Dobson said, “the more 
we deviate from what’s there 
now, the more challenging it 
[will] be to put somebody into 
the building.” 

Geevargis also rents an 
apartment in one of the build-
ing’s six residential units. He 
pays rent aside from his com-
mercial space and said he won’t 
be leaving it anytime soon.  

“I’ve cried two, three 
weeks straight in a row, every 
night,” he said. “I’ve built this 
salon with my own hands.”  

Photos on the wall of 
the salon show signed photo-
graphs from some of Holly-
wood’s elite thanking “Bob,” 
for his hair styling mastery, 
like Leonardo Di Caprio, Sha-
ron Stone and Kelly Preston. 

According to Geevargis, 
he’s considering new locations 
for the salon including Silver 
Lake and Toluca Lake but 
nothing, he said, like what he 
has had in Los Feliz for three 
decades. 

SALON from page 1

her produce mid-week after 
stocking up on Sunday at Ver-
mont, Hollywood, or Atwater 
Village markets. 

“It’s sad if they close, be-
cause it’s one less choice, and a 
lot of people out of jobs,” said 
Nickerson.

According to Haydu, Mon-
day is not only a bad day for 
shoppers but also for vendors.

“Farmers usually use 
Monday to pick produce and 
to restock,” he said. “The 
farmers market ‘cycle’ starts 
typically on Tuesdays and 
runs through the weekend.”

Lori Shaw-Taguinod who 
owns The Lady Farmer, a pre-
pared food booth that got its 
start at the Barnsdall Market 
a year ago, said she used to sell 
between 500 and 600 made-
to-order sandwiches and sal-
ads a week at the market on 
Wednesdays. 

Since the market moved 
to Mondays, she said she now 
only sells about 10 sandwiches 
and four salads. 

“Wednesday was fun. It 
was busy. It had good en-
ergy,” said Shaw-Taguinod. 
“Now if we clear $100, that’s 
a good day.”

BARNSDALL from page 17



There’s nothing
standard about
this vision.

Before After

Thank you to all the volunteers and donors that helped bring this magical transformation to life!
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non related items or programs 
and over $600,000 to balance 

the city’s budget.
Specifically, $100,000 

was used by Los Angeles 
City Councilmember Mitch 
O’Farrell (District 13) to pur-
chase a command table for 
a fire station in his district 
and for a 2014 transfer of 
$590,000 in AB1290 funds 
to Los Angeles Mayor Eric 
Garcetti for “Veterans Affairs, 
Immigration Affairs and En-
tertainment.”

O’Farrell also used an-
other $375,000 to set up and 
renovate space—an old laun-
dromat—for a CD13 field of-
fice in Echo Park. 

“While the funds were 
used for the build out, in-
cluding installation of tele-
communications, I think it’s 
worth noting that the entire 
office was furnished using 
repurposed furniture at no 
cost,” O’Farrell said through a 
spokesperson. 

Other high ticket uses for 
the funds include $145,540 
by former Los Angeles City 

Councilmember Tom La-
Bonge that went to the Los 
Angeles Zoo in 2013 and 
2014; $62,500 to the Los An-
geles Cedars Rotary Founda-
tion and $50,000 to Catholic 
Charities of Los Angeles, Inc. 

Additionally, now termed 
out city councilmember 
Bernard Parks gave nearly 
$175,000 to the Regents of 
UCLA in 2012.

Other high expenditures 
were from council district 14, 
by city councilmember Jose 
Huizar who provided just 
over $1.2 million in 2012 and 
2013 for “general services” of 
the Boyle Heights Constitu-
ent Center where Huizar has a 
field office. 

The city received $36 mil-
lion for AB1290 funds from 
2012 to year to date.

Of that total, more than 
2/3rds—or just over $24 mil-

lion—were transferred by 
various councilmembers back 
into city coffers. 

During that time, Los An-
geles City Council President 
Herb Wesson transferred just 
shy of $1 million in AB1290 
funds back into city coffers for 
salaries, including $495,000 
this past June. 

Additionally, Wesson used 
$72,000 for Beltrans Rents 
and Sales for a July 2014 event.  

Additionally, Parks, 
whose last day in office was 
June 30th, spent more than 

$36,000 using AB1290 funds 
also for an event in October of 
2014.  

According to Parks’ son, 
Bernard Parks Jr. who spoke 
on behalf of his father, the 
funds were probably used for 
what Parks’ called his “State 
of the 8th” event, a gathering 
usually held near Halloween 
to showcase high-achieving 
students in the district. How-
ever, Parks Jr. was unable to 
confirm that.

The issue of discretion-
ary fund spending and mis-
use became a campaign issue 

in the recent election for 
LaBonge’s District 4 seat. 
Councilmembers have at 
least three such discre-
tionary funds: AB1290, 
Street Furniture Revenue 
Fund and the Pipeline 
Franchise Revenue Fund, 
the latter two earmarked 
for redevelopment or to 

repair infrastructure. 
Earlier this year, the 

Ledger reported LaBonge 
moved nearly $1.6 million 
from funds allocated for 
street, public transit, side-
walk repairs, redevelopment 
and community services to 
his office for the purpose 
of salaries since 2006, with 
80% of those transfers oc-
curring since 2012.

In reference to a 2012 
motion by LaBonge to trans-
fer $500,000 from AB1290 to 
LaBonge’s salaries account, 
then LaBonge senior advisor 
Jeanne Min wrote to a fellow 
staffer: “Hope it doesn’t raise 
any eyebrows and gets ap-
proved without a hitch.” The 
second staffer, then LaBonge’s 
legislative analyst, Lisa 
Schechter, responded: “I’m 
sure it will” get approved, and 
then described how the mo-
tion would be considered on 

a day when the City Council 
would be distracted by larger 
issues.

David Ryu, who beat 
LaBonge’s former Chief of 
Staff Carolyn Ramsay for 
the Council District 4 seat, 
in part due to constituent 
outrage over the use of such 
funds, campaigned that he 
would create a “Discretionary 
Funds Taskforce,” if elected, 

which would provide com-
munity leaders an opportu-
nity to prioritize and deter-
mine how such discretionary 
funds should be used. 

“For too long discretion-
ary funds have been treated 
as a councilmember’s personal 
‘slush fund’ with their uses 
closely guarded and protected 
by City Hall insiders,” Ryu 
said during the campaign in a 

statement.
According to Ryu Chief 

of Staff Sarah Dusseault, Ryu, 
who assumed office July 1st, 
is meeting with his transition 
team, composed of communi-
ty members, soon to get input 
on how to best form the task 
force.

Requests for comment 
from Huizar and Wesson were 
not returned.   

FUNDS from page 1

Mitch O’Farrell

Jose Huizar

Herb Wesson
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CARTER+ 
ORLAND 2436 Commonweal th  Ave  

conditions for the homeown-
ers,” according to the lawsuit. 

Although parking re-
strictions were put in place 
earlier this year following a 
problematic increase in traffic 
on Beachwood Drive, the suit 
alleges that hundreds of pe-
destrians use the narrow street 
to access the sign daily, which 
also causes safety issues. 

This suit against the city 
is one of many that David 
Ryu, newly elected represen-
tative for Council District 4 
(CD4), has inherited. Oth-
ers include disputes over the 
Hyperion Bridge redesign in 
Atwater Village, a proposed 
performance stage in Griffith 
Park and two proposed base-
ball fields, also in Griffith 
Park. 

Additionally, a lawsuit 
was also filed against the city 
by Sunset Ranch Hollywood 
Stables, Inc. regarding the 
city’s contruction of a gate 
on the ranch’s property to 
discourage visitors from us-
ing No. Beachwood Drive to 
take photos of the Hollywood 
Sign, and two other possible 
lawsuits are being considered 
in reference to the Academy 
Museum project on Wilshire 
Boulevard at Fairfax Avenue 
and the city’s Mobility Plan, 

which envisions the removal 
of lanes of some major streets 
in the area, as well as through-
out the city, to make way for 
bicycle lanes and more side-
walks.

Sarah Dusseault, Ryu’s 
chief of staff said that the 
councilmember hopes to be 
more proactive going for-
ward and that he hopes by 
reaching out to neighbor-
hoods “early and often” for 
their opinions, he can pre-
vent future lawsuits. 

“Communities and neigh-
borhoods felt like they weren’t 
being heard. When that process 
breaks down, that’s when litiga-
tion happens,” Dusseault said.

According to Dusseault, 
the council office is currently 
talking with advocates con-
cerned about the Academy Mu-
seum project, which has not yet 
reached the point of litigation 
despite threats from groups who 
oppose the project. 

“When a community 
member speaks, we need to 
listen,” she said. “They live in 
the community, they’re the 
ones experiencing it.”

According to a spokesper-
son with the City Attorney’s 
office, there have been 10 land-
use lawsuits filed against CD4 
over the last few years and five 
filed in the last six months.

SIGN from page 1“Kartwheel-a-Thon” Has People 
Flipping Over Its Success
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer

SILVER LAKE—A fundraiser to 
sponsor an athlete in the Special 
Olympics World Games, which 
will be held in Los Angeles 
through August 2nd, raised five 
times its goal, according to the 
event’s organizer.

The Klub, a children’s gym-
nastics center, hoped to raise 
$2,500, enough to sponsor 
19-year-old Italian Carlotta San-
na’s participation in the games. 
Instead, the Klub’s “Kartwheel-
a-Thon”—similar to a walk-a-
thon, but with participants at-
tempting to cartwheel as many 
times as they could in five min-
utes—raised over $13,000.

According to Dino Bruce, 
a Klub employee who helped 
organize the event, the funds 
are enough to not only spon-
sor Sanna but four additional 
gymnasts: Daiana Casella, 22 
from Uruguay; Edson Marti-
nez, 11 from Costa Rica; Ken-
dall Aguilar, 12 from Costa 
Rica and Kit Man Chau, 14 
from Hong Kong.

“Klub owners Michael 
Eschenbrenner and Eddie 
Yonek had been involved in 
the Special Olympics for a 
number of years and thought 
a Kartwheel-A-Thon would 

be a great way to involve the 
entire club and educate our 
gymnasts about athletes with 
special needs and The World 
Games,” said Bruce.

In the days leading up to 
the fundraiser, The Klub held 
an online contest for sponsors 
to guess how many cartwheels 
each gymnast could do, with 
local businesses including 
Pink’s Hot Dogs in Holly-
wood and Los Feliz’s Dragon-
fly DuLou contributing prizes.

The Klub, which has oper-
ated in Silver Lake for the past 
eight years, plans to move this 
fall to a 40,000 square foot 
building in Elysian Valley, 
which Bruce said the owners 
hope to turn into a full-service 
community center. 

The Klub held the fundraiser to spon-
sor 19-year-old Italian gymnast Car-
lotta Sanna (pictured).

layettes displayed in the hall-
ways. 

The seventh and eighth 
floors are dedicated to new 
moms and families rooming 
in with their newborns during 
their first days together. 

According to Hannah 
Kim, a spokesperson for 
HPMC, the nurses and staff, 
some of whom have worked 
at the hospital for decades, set 
the nurturing tone. 

Kim’s own history to 
HPMC goes back to her 
grandmother and parents who 
have all been volunteers at the 
hospital. 

“We do care about the 
community and we put our 
soul into the service and how 
we treat our patients,” said 
Kim.

Because Gumbs can count 
on HMPC, she can focus on 
the core nature of her work.

“One of the beautiful 
things about obstetrics,’ she 
said, “is there are only so many 
ways to get that baby out.”

CHA from page 26
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Keller  Williams
2150 Hillhurst Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90027
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Los Feliz • Silver Lake • Franklin Hills • Franklin Square • Atwater Village • Echo Park • Beachwood Canyon

4139 Camero Street  Los Feliz                 $895,000 
Tastefully restored single story 3+2 California bungalow in a 
sought after Los Feliz neighborhood. This charming home offers 
a fabulous open floor plan w/a cozy living room with fireplace 
that leads to the dining area, remodeled kitchen & den. Master 
suite with private bath. New roof, electrical panel, copper 
plumbing, windows & central ac. Great landscaping w/drought 
tolerant planting. Close to Hillhurst restaurants.  Franklin Elem.

George & Eileen Moreno Realtors - trusted names 
in Real Estate since 1995 with almost 1,000 
properties sold! We look forward to hearing from 
you if we can assist you with buying or selling!

Just Listed

Sold

1683 Hill Drive           Eagle Rock                            $950,000 
Located on the much sought after Hill Drive of Eagle Rock, this
3 bed 2 bath 1926 Spanish beauty with a pool, offers a great 
floor plan and all the great bones, but is just ready for the new
buyer to bring some new love and attention to it. Gorgeous 
living room w/coved ceilngs, Batchelder –style tiled fireplace
and a great picture window. Formal dining rm.  Apprx 1800 sq
ft. This lovely home has the makings to be home sweet home.

Sold

11857 Hesby Street         Valley Village             $1,223,000
Step past the picket fence to enjoy this lovely 5+4 2-story 
home situated on a sweeping corner lot that’s surrounded by 
lush landscaping. Open floor plan with a remodeled kitchen 
and family room combination. Large living room with fireplace. 
Master suite with private bath and fireplace. Great yard with 
swimming pool & patio. Upstairs has 2 bdrms & a bath. Perfect 
for guests, teens or home offices. 2 car gar. Colfax Elem Schl.

Sold

4123 Cumberland Avenue       Los Feliz             $1,200,000  
Beautifully renovated single story California bungalow. This  
3+2 home offers an open floor plan with beautifully renovated 
kitchen & baths. New wood flooring, cabinetry, counter tops, 
interior & exterior paint, landscaping and many upgraded 
systems too. The kitchen and master suite leads to a deck 
that’s perfect for entertaining and out to the yard. Detached 2 
car garage plus addt’l driveway parking. You’ll love this home!

Sold

2251 Duane Street               Silver Lake              $1,225,000 
Character 1906 built Triplex with great curb appeal on a huge 
lot surrounded by lush greenery. Apartments include a Two 
bedroom, one bath upper unit, one bedroom one bath middle 
unit, plus a cute single apartment lowest unit. 2,802 square 
foot building and 11,256 lot with LARD2  zoning.  Great owner 
user or investment with potential for development. Walking 
distance to the reservoir. Close freeway access. A rare find!

In Escrow

3818 Carnavon Way           Los Feliz Hills         $1,295,000 
Fabulous 3 bd 3.5 bath 2-story Mid-Century home in the Los 
Feliz hills with views and a large swimming pool. Open living 
space with large deck off the living & dining room. Renovated 
kitchen and baths. Kitchen with GE stainless appliances and 
marble style tops. Each bedroom offers a private bath, plus an 
upstairs powder bath for guests. Apprx 2029 sq ft. Newer roof. 
2 car garage. Wonderful outdoor space with pool, deck & yard.  

In Escrow

Just Listed

3416 Larissa Drive            Silver Lake                   $669,000 
Very charming 2 bed, 1 bath 1921 vintage cottage + separate 
cozy guest apartment with beautiful mountain views. Walking 
distance to the great shops and cafes of Sunset Junction. 
Spacious front porch to enjoy the lovely setting and hillside 
views. Sunny kitchen w/stainless appl. Full bath w/steam 
shower. Liv rm w/fireplace & big views. Patio off 2nd bedroom. 
Hardwood floors, lovely terraced gardens. One car garage. 

4412 Melbourne Avenue     Los Feliz Village     $895,000
A well loved 1910 2-Story Craftsman in the heart of Los Feliz. 
Enter past the charming front porch into this character three 
bedroom two bath home. Great original details through out. 
Large formal dining room. Tastefully remodeled kitchen leads 
out a lovely deck & a fabulous flat grassy yard. Appx 1505 sq 
ft house and 6740 lot size. A short walk to Hillhurst shopping 
& restaurants. Located in much desired Franklin School area.

3715 Tracy Street  Los Feliz                  $895,000 
A great opportunity to own this nice duplex in Los Feliz. Lower 
unit is a spacious 3 bedroom 3.5 bath with a good sized living 
room with fireplace. Dining area and updated kitchen with 
Shaker style cabinets, granite tops, stainless sink & appliances 
Spacious entry perfect for home office. Master leads to yard. 
Paying $2700.  Upstairs has 1+1 with large upstairs patio. Pays 
$800. 2 car garage. Close to Hyperion. Franklin Elem School.

Just Listed


