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Ballfields 
Lawsuit in 
9th Inning?
By Allison B. Cohen

GRIFFITH PARK—Parties in 
the lawsuit over the construc-
tion of youth baseball fields in 
Griffith Park reached another 
tentative settlement January 
14th, one day in advance of a 
Los Angeles Superior Court 
judge possibly deciding the 
matter. 

The terms of this latest 
settlement were not disclosed. 

The non-profit Friends of 
Griffith Park and the Griffith 
J. Griffith Charitable Trust 
filed a lawsuit in September of 
2014 to stop the city approved 
construction of two youth 
baseball fields at the Crystal 
Springs location in Griffith 
Park. 

The two groups claim the 
city’s approval of the ballfields 
is in violation of California 
environmental laws, citing, 

see BALLFIELDS page 7
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Disneys Go After Camelot
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer

SILVER LAKE—The famous 
parents of a former Camelot 
Kids preschooler have decided 
to hold their parent-teacher 
conference in a courtroom this 
year. 

Tim Disney, grandson of 
Roy Disney, and his wife Neda, 
filed suit against Camelot for 

fraud in 
O c t o b e r , 
fol low ing 
a disagree-
ment that 
started on 
Fac ebook 
and ended 
with their 

four-year-old daughter’s expul-
sion from the preschool.

The lawsuit alleges that 
the girl was expelled from the 
school after her parents “en-

gaged in free speech” and “free 
association” when they invited 
other parents, via social me-
dia, to their home shortly after 
Camelot owner, Renae Plant 
fired four teachers last summer 
shortly before the new school 
year.

Although the Disney get-
together was ultimately can-
celled, Plant believed one of 
the fired teachers had been 
invited, which, she said, led 
her to believe the event was 
planned to breed discontent 
among parents. 

When Plant confronted 
Neda with her concerns about 
the gathering, Ms. Disney in-
vited her to attend as well. 

But Plant feared the invite 
was not a good-will gesture. 

Renae Plant

Silver Lake, One of Few For Online Voting
By Mike Pallotta, Ledger Contributing Writer

SILVER LAKE—For the first 
time, a little more than a third 
of Los Angeles’  96 neighbor-
hood councils will allow  vot-
ers to cast ballots online in 
upcoming 2016 elections that 
will be held this spring. 

Silver Lake, however, is 
the only neighborhood coun-
cil locally that has signed on 
for the pilot program. 

The notion of online vot-
ing was evaluated after the 
2010 neighborhood council 
elections, when a taskforce of 
council representatives recom-
mended the option as a way to 
increase voter turnout. 

Time elapsed as details on 
how online voting could work 
and be funded. 

Finally, in 2015, Los An-
geles city officials approved 

a contract with Everyone 
Counts, a vendor with 20 
years  of experience in high-
tech polling, including various 
elections needs for Chicago, 
New Jersey, Denver and Swin-
don Borough, in the United 
Kingdom.

While a majority of neigh-
borhood councils have adopt-
ed a wait-and-see attitude to 
digital voting, according to 
Stephen Box, communications 
director of EmpowerLA, Silver 
Lake has supported the option 

By Allison B. Cohen

A former staffer for termed 
out Los Angeles City Coun-
cilmember Tom LaBonge has 
confirmed documents from 
that council office were de-
stroyed in the final weeks of 
the long time councilmem-
ber’s term in office.

In an email obtained by 
the Ledger, the staffer, who has 
asked to remain anonymous, 
wrote: “The files are all gone. 
I remember calling one day to 
ask if someone had picked up 
[a California Public Records 
Act] request and they said 
they were destroying all the 
papers.”

The staffer wrote that they 
had already been “booted” 
from LaBonge’s office when 
the destroying of documents 
happened. 

“I only knew about it,” the 
staffer wrote, “because I spent 
so much time printing out 
8,000 papers for a [California 
Public Records request] only 

LaBonge Document Destruction Confirmed by Former Staffer 

Tom LaBonge, pictured here in July of 2013 at Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti’s swearing in ceremony at City Hall.  LaBonge 
did not respond to a request for comment for this story. Photo: Allison B. Cohen.

Photo: Getty Images.
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to have it destroyed.”
The former staffer’s email 

goes on to indicate why La-
Bonge, who was a popular and 
gregarious city councilmem-
ber for 14 years, would alleg-
edly ask for documents to be 
destroyed. 

  There was, “lots of wrong 
doing and [LaBonge] wanted 
to make sure that was cov-
ered [up] plus make sure that 
Ryu would have to start from 
scratch. Just a simpleton with a 
giant ego.”

David Ryu beat La-
Bonge’s former Chief of Staff, 
Carolyn Ramsay in a run-off 
election last May for a Los 
Angeles City Council seat for 
District 4, which spans from 
Silver Lake to Sherman Oaks 
and includes Hancock Park, 
Larchmont Village and Wind-
sor Square.

 Ryu took office July 1st. 
Around that same time, it be-
came clear that, in one city 
hall insider’s words, “Tom 
didn’t even leave a paperclip 
for David behind.”

In addition to allegations 
LaBonge ordered documents 
destroyed, the former staffer 
has additionally shed light 
on a what many close to the 
situation have been saying 
for months: that LaBonge’s 
office was in chaos at the end 
of his term and that some 
disenfranchised CD4 staff 
had sought help from other 
city agencies. 

In another email from 
the former staffer forwarded 
to the Ledger, the staffer in-
dicated that “the whole op-

eration in CD4 was reported 
multiple times by multiple 
people to [the Los Angeles 
City Ethics Commission], 
human resources [and the 
City] Clerk’s office and noth-
ing was done.”

Additionally, the staffer 
also indicated, “if someone is 
investigating city funds being 
abused emails do still exist on 
some issues.”

During the campaign 
for LaBonge’s seat, it was re-
vealed he had been, for years, 
transferring money from his 
discretionary funds account, 
which is mostly earmarked 
for infrastructure repair, to 
his office for staff salaries. 
In other instances, he trans-
ferred such funds to area 
non-profits, such as the Los 

Angeles County Museum of 
Art, which raised eyebrows 
from some constituents as 
the museum is heavily fund-
ed and endowed. 

In light of the former 
staffer’s emails, the Ledger sub-
mitted two California Public 
Records requests in December 
to the Los Angeles City Ethics 
Commission as well as to the 
city’s General Services depart-

ment, which is responsible for, 
among other things, providing 
support to elected officials in 
reference to materials manage-
ment and warehousing and 
custodial, recycling and mov-
ing services. 

Regarding the city ethics 
commission, the Ledger re-
quested any and all filed griev-

LABONGE from page 1
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[STREET LEVEL]

Do You Own a Gun? 
By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer

With the debate over gun control once again coming to the forefront of American politics, we 
want to know: Do you own a gun? Do you plan on buying any (or more if you already have any)? 
Why or why not?

 
“I don’t. I lived 
in the South 
for years. My 
friends had 
guns and my 
parents had 

guns. I’ve shot guns, but I’ve 
never felt the need to own 
one.” – Robbie B., outside 
Skylight Books on Vermont 
Avenue

“No, I would 
never. I feel 
very strongly 
about the gun 
laws. I come 
from Britain 

where there are few mass 
shootings and the police don’t 
even carry guns.” – Siri F., 
outside the Skylight Theater 
on Vermont Avenue

“I feel like if 
guns appeal to 
you, it’s better 
to have more 
gun ranges 
than gun  

ownership.” – Yani Q., 
outside the Skylight Books 
Arts Annex on Vermont 
Avenue

“I do not and 
don’t plan to 
because I’ve 
never felt 
threatened and 
I’ve never 

wanted to kill someone.” 
[Laughs] – Daniel D., 
outside the 1814 pop-up on 
Vermont Avenue

“I don’t and I 
don’t know 
how to use one. 
I haven’t felt 
the need to buy 
one.” – Van-

essa S., outside the Los Feliz 
3 Theaters on Vermont 
Avenue

“I do not, and I 
may or may not 
buy one. I’ve 
had fun 
shooting guns, 

skeet shooting and all that. If 
I did, I’d buy a shotgun for 
trap shooting… and the 
zombie apocalypse. Haha. Re-
gardless, I think we need gun 
control.” – Mike L., outside 
Sumi’s on Vermont Avenue

“I’ve never had 
a gun and I 
probably won’t. 
I’ve shot before 
and not had 
fun. I don’t 

have a lifestyle where that 
would be necessary.” – Elise 
B., outside Sumi’s on Ver-
mont Avenue

[Editor’s Note: While the 
Ledger did meet gun owners 
on the street, they declined to 
have their names and photos 
published.]

Traffic Plan to Bring 
Change to Griffith Park
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer

GRIFFITH PARK—Ten-
sions were high at a public 
forum held by Los Angeles 
City Councilmember David 
Ryu January 20th to discuss 
the  “Griffith Park Action 
Plan”—a proposed strategy to 
alleviate parking and circula-
tion issues and improve safety 
in Griffith Park.

Some in attendance ex-
pressed support for the plan, 
which would incorporate 
shuttles, paid parking and an 
official Hollywood sign view-
point, but worried about the 
lack of parking spaces, while 
others called for cars to be 
banned from the park entirely. 

Others were eager to point 
fingers, blaming tourists, the 
Griffith Observatory and cars 
in general for the park’s traffic 
troubles. 

One commenter claiming 
Beachwood Canyon was to 
blame for all the trouble gar-
nered cheers and boos in equal 
measure. 

Some have suggested Los 
Feliz has been sacrificed in fa-
vor of Beachwood, as the city 
has restricted cars along that 
street and instead diverted 

them to Griffith Park for a 
view of the Hollywood sign.

Some Oaks and Vermont 
Avenue residents cited traffic-
jamming road closures that 
occurred near the park over 
New Year’s Day weekend as 
proof that the plan would not 
work. However, Griffith Park 
Superintendent Joe Salaices 
said those were standard holi-
day closures, with no relation 
to the plan whatsoever.

“This is why we need an 
alternate way, in and out of the 
park,” said Salaices. 

One person jokingly sug-
gested that Recreation and 
Parks abandon the plan entire-
ly and instead move the Holly-
wood sign. His suggestion was 
met with uproarious applause. 

Changes proposed include 
monetizing some parking lots, 
a full shuttle service for the 
park, the conversion of some 
streets to one-way and mea-
sures to discourage the use of 
residential roads for park ac-
cess.

Under the plan, the 
Griffith Observatory parking 
lot, which is currently free, 

see GRIFFITH PARK page 4
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would become a paid lot. Free 
parking would still be avail-
able, however, in auxiliary 
lots throughout the park with 
shuttles to the Observatory.

According to Recreation 
and Parks officials, no new 
structures would be built 
within the park. Rather, the 
plan would utilize existing lots 
within the park, such as those 
at the zoo or the carousel.  

Recreation and Parks also 
plans to coordinate with Met-

ro and the Los Angeles Dept. 
of Transportation, according 
to Salaices.

The proposed shuttle 
route would include stops at 
the Observatory, the Greek 
Theater and an “official” city-
sanctioned Hollywood sign 
vista viewpoint located near 
the Observatory.

According to Julie Dixon 
of Dixon Resources Unlimit-
ed—the consulting firm hired 
to analyze traffic and parking 
solutions—one goal of the 
viewpoint shuttle stop would 
be to direct tourists seeking 
photos of the sign away from 
residential areas. 

This could be welcome 
news for Beachwood Canyon 
residents and others living 
near Los Angeles’s most iconic 
landmark, as the area has been 

flooded with tourists attempt-
ing to photograph themselves 
with the sign since the ar-
rival of GPS directions on cell 
phones.

Other measures in the 
plan currently include adding 
“No Observatory Access” sig-
nage on Fern Dell Drive and 
Los Feliz Boulevard and train-
ing GPS algorithms to avoid 
neighborhoods when giving 
directions to popular tourist 
destinations.

Additionally, the par-

allel parking on either side 
of West Observatory Road 
would be converted to angled 
parking on one side of the 
street only; the Mount Hol-
lywood Drive Tunnel would 
become one-way only—with 
dedicated bike and pedestrian 
lanes—and crosswalks would 
be installed at the base of East 
Observatory Road, Western 
Canyon Road and Mount 
Hollywood Drive.

Although it was not in-
cluded in the presentation, 
the plan will also include the 
enhancement of cell phone 
and Wi-Fi service in the park 
and the installation of fiber 
optics near the Greek Theater, 
according to Recreation and 
Parks officials. 

The draft plan was also 
presented in December to the 

Griffith Park Advisory Board, 
an advisory body composed of 
community leaders to make 
recommendations to the city 
on park issues. The group ex-
pressed general support for the 
project, but cited some con-
cerns.

Los Feliz Improvement 
Assoc. Vice President Chris 
Laib, who is also on the advi-
sory board, said he was wor-

ried some elements of the plan 
could lead to an increase in 
traffic on already congested 
Los Feliz Boulevard and Ver-
mont Avenue.

But Dixon emphasized 
that the existing plan was not 
set in stone and the planning 
process would include “ongo-
ing stakeholder involvement 
and public outreach.”

A Mitigated Negative 

Declaration—prepared when 
it is determined a full Envi-
ronmental Impact Report is 
not necessary—was released 
for the project earlier this 
month and can be viewed at 
laparks.org.

Visit losfelizledger.com for 
maps of the proposed shuttle 
route and Hollywood Sign 
viewpoint. 

GRIFFITH PARK from page 3

Although it was not included in the 
presentation, the plan will also include 

the enhancement of cell phone and 
Wi-Fi service in the park and the 

installation of fiber optics near the 
Greek Theater, according to Recreation 

and Parks officials. 

[cRime RePoRT]

LAPD Reports More Robberies & 
Thefts From cars

Recent crime statistics for 
the Los Angeles Police Dept.’s 
(LAPD) Northeast station, 
which serves 13 eastside com-
munities including Echo 
Park, Griffith Park, East Hol-
lywood, Atwater Village, Sil-
ver Lake and Los Feliz reveal 
violent crime from Decem-
ber 20 through January 16th 
compared to the same time 
period last year is up 20%, 
including 50% more reported 
robberies. 

For that time period, the 
LAPD reports the area had 
two rapes, 15 robberies and 19 
aggravated assaults. 

Property crimes, however, 
based on the same time frame 
were all down without the ex-
ception of burglary theft from 

a vehicle. From the end of 
the December through mid-
January, LAPD Northeast 
reports there have been 100 
such thefts from cars, a 45% 
increase compared to the same 
time last year. 

However, the department 
reports home burglaries are 
down 54%, 26 incidences of 
that crime from December 20 
through January 16 compared 
to 56 for the same time period 
last year. 

Lastly, for the same re-
porting period, the LAPD 
Northeast division reports 
arrests for both violent and 
property crimes is down 31%, 
with 141 arrests for the report-
ing period compared to 205 
for the same time last year. 
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Some Say It’s Paradise – Others, a Parking Lot
By Allison B. Cohen and Erin Hickey

LOS FELIZ—Gohar Afifi had a 
pretty good plan. 

Already the owner of a 
small mini-mall on Hillhurst 
Avenue, which houses the dry 
cleaners he owns and now a 
new high profile lessee—Ci-
tibank—Afifi bought two 
homes adjacent to his com-
mercial enterprise in 2012 in-

tending to demolish them for 
a parking lot for his patron’s 
use.

But since then he’s faced a 
number of challenges. 

The property Afifi wants 
to dispose of for a 14-stall 
parking lot currently has two 
bungalows sitting on it, which 
were built in the early 1900s. 

One of those bunga-
lows—the one facing Russell 
Avenue near Hillhurst Av-
enue—was rented, late in his 
life, by science fiction author 
Forrest Ackerman, known 

mostly for his coinage of the 
term “sci-fi.”

An application was filed 
late last year by residents of 
Russell Avenue who call them-
selves “Concerned Citizens of 
Los Feliz” and are attempt-
ing a last-ditch effort to have 
Ackerman’s home designated 
a historic monument, which 

would prevent its demolition.
And then there is the 

city’s zoning administration 
commission. That body must 
agree to change the zoning 
of the land Afifi wants to use 
for a parking lot from residen-
tial to commercial. Political 
bodies from Los Feliz to City 
Hall have already said they are 
against such a zoning change. 

The historic status of the 
Ackerman bungalow would 
supersede any zoning admin-
istration decision. Homes des-
ignated historic in Los Angeles 

are not torn down.
According to sources, the 

historic designation decision re-
garding the property is expected 
prior to the city’s zoning com-
mission vote February 23rd. 

The zoning commission 
already denied Afifi’s zoning 
request change last summer; 
but Afifi filed an appeal. 

The issue was to have been 
decided last October, but was 
postponed after the Los Feliz 

Village Business Improvement 
District  (LFVBID) inter-
vened on Afifi’s behalf asking 
he be given more time to in-
vestigate working with the city 
to make the proposed parking 
lot public, not just for those 
patronizing the mini-mall. 

Requests for comment on 
that aspect of this issue from 
Afifi as well as LFVBID presi-
dent Chris Serrano, who asked 
for the delay on Afifi’s behalf, 
were not returned. 

That delay gave time for 
the historic application con-

sideration of the property to 
be filed. 

The Los Feliz Neighbor-
hood Council voted January 
19th to not support the ap-
plication for historic status of 
the property, citing concerns 
regarding the true intention 
and the timing of the historic 
status application. Previously, 
the LFNC has said it does not 
want the bungalows to be de-
molished for a parking lot. 

For more on the LFNC’s 
decision, visit losfelizledger.com

According to sources, the historic 
designation decision regarding the 

property is expected prior to the city’s 
zoning commission vote February 23rd. 
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Silver Lake 
Neighborhood 
Council 
Announces 
New Rep 
By Mike Pallotta
Ledger Contributing Writer

SILVER LAKE—Glenn Harrell, 
47, was unanimously approved 
as the Silver Lake Neighbor-
hood Council’s (SLNC) newest 
At-Large Board Representative 
in January. 

A longtime stakeholder in 
the community, Harrell has 
been a resident of Silver Lake 
for the past 40 years and is the 
17-year owner of Hyperion 
Avenue’s Say Cheese. 

Harrell will represent all 
47,000 residents and business 
owners in the neighborhood. 

According to Harrell, he 
sees his new role as an oppor-
tunity to step out from behind 
the counter and further reach 
out to Silver Lake.

“I’ve been put in a posi-
tion to do more and actually 
give back to the community,” 
he said. “I feel like, by being 
on the board, I’m going to be 
helping push the communi-
ty  in a forward direction and 
make it better.”

Harrell was first invited to 
attend a neighborhood council 
meeting in October 2015  by 
board member Anne-Marie 
Johnson, who suggested he 
run for the position once it 
opened up.

Harrell replaces former rep-
resentative Amy Clark. Howev-
er, his role on the board is tem-
porary, lasting only until the 
SLNC’s elections May 14th. 

According to Harrell, 
however, he plans on filing for 
candidacy for the seat in the 
election. 

[BUY LOCAL] 

Glassell Park Attracts 
Entrepreneurs
By Kathy A. McDonald

The communities border-
ing the Los Angeles River are 
spawning new enterprises at 
a rapid pace. Glassell Park, 
with San Fernando Road as 
its main thoroughfare, is best 
known for Super King, the 
massive international foods 
supermarket. 

Near the grocery super-
store, two new businesses are 
harbingers of further change 
in the area, which is northeast 
of Silver Lake and Atwater 
Village.

Los Feliz-resident Shawn 
Sedlacek, along with his wife 
Sara, were drawn to the area 
both for its easy commute 
from Los Feliz and industrial-
style buildings. 

The Sedlaceks run Vox 
Productions, an event produc-
tion and branding agency. The 
firm needed a space that could 
house offices, but also double 
as an event space and filming 
location.

“We wanted something 
fun and interesting,” said 
Shawn Sedlacek, president of 
Vox Productions. 

The search ended in late 
2014 at San Fernando Road 
and Division Street where the 
long-closed, 1931-built With-
row Brothers Pulleys Compa-
ny sat abandoned and derelict. 

LA RIVER STUDIOS
Six months later, the 

building re-opened after an 
extensive renovation. No lon-
ger an eyesore, the interior was 
completely redone and trans-
formed into the LA River 
Studios. 

The soaring bow truss roof 
was rebuilt and some brick 
walls were left exposed. The 
concrete floor was retained 
and now glistens with seal-
ant that gives it a wet look—
a detail often sought out by 
car companies on advertising 
shoots, according to Sedlacek.

The repurposed industrial 
building now hosts fashion 

photo shoots, film and TV 
productions and is a non-tra-
ditional venue for weddings, 
private parties and local fun-
draisers.  

“People come here who 
want to put a personal finger-
print on an event—the com-
pletely raw space is not too 
established or rigorous,” ex-
plained the executive. 

Caterers, like the Wolf-
gang Puck Catering Com-
pany, can set up a temporary 
kitchen. 

Before the holidays, 
Puck’s outfit showcased the 
building’s versatility by add-
ing plush living room-like 
seating, a DJ booth, an or-
nament decorating station 
and a kicky photo booth, all 
while serving a wintertime 
menu of hearty stews, ciop-
pino, hot toddies and s’mores 
for dessert.  

“The space ebbs and flows 
with every event,” said Se-
lacek.  

LA River Studios
2025 N. San Fernando Road 
310-535-5510
lariverstudios.com

DIVISION 3
The phone number is 

not listed for Division 3, the 
month-old, to-go only restau-
rant at 3329 Division Street in 
Glassell Park. 

Despite its low-key setting 
in a 400 square foot roadside 
stand, the eatery is attracting 
a following for its house-made 
biscuit breakfast sandwiches 
and lunchtime options like a 
deviled egg salad or roasted 
turkey sandwich.

Chef/owner Matt Dick-
son—who has decades of fine 
dining chops—promises dish-
es cooked from the heart. 

“I’m doing it because I 
love it and I’m not beholden to 
owners and a giant kitchen,” 
he explained of Division 3’s 
robust debut.

L.A. River studios in Glassell Park doubles as a production facility and an 
event space.

Advertise in the

Los Feliz Ledger
(323) 644-5536
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among other complaints, the 
city’s review of the project did 
not fully take into account 
aesthetic, biological, cultural, 
historic, noise and traffic im-
pacts. Additionally, petitioners 
claim, the city’s analysis of the 
project lacked alternative sites 
for the project.  

The city originally deter-
mined the project did not need 
to undergo a full environmen-
tal analysis, but opted to fund 
a $240,000 review of the proj-
ect, in an effort to head off a 
lawsuit, according to sources.

 Boardmembers of Friends 
of Griffith Park, a small non-
profit that was officially rec-
ognized by the state in 2012, 
successfully sued the city re-
garding the construction of a 
children’s museum on River-
side Drive, near the Mulhol-
land Fountain in the 1990s.

In the ballfields case, the 
city wrote a 346-page environ-
mental review of the project, 
including remedies for any 
impacts, including a promise 
to stop construction of the 
ballfields during the nesting 
season of birds, and ultimate-
ly concluded the positives of 
such a project far outweighed 
the impacts. 

The area surrounding 
Griffith Park has about a 
dozen elementary and middle 
schools, about 75% of which 
have more than 50% of chil-
dren living at or near poverty, 
according to Los Angeles Uni-
fied School District statistics.  

The ballfields would be 
funded by a Los Angeles voter 
approved measure, Prop. K 
passed in the 1990s, with the 
intent to create more recre-
ational space in Los Angeles 

for at-risk youth. 
Proponents of the ball-

fields, including six neigh-
borhood councils—repre-
senting some 240,000 local 
residents—the Los Angeles 
Dodgers, the non-profit LA84 
and former Los Angeles City 
Councilmember Tom La-
Bonge, have said Griffith 
Park is lacking in recreational 
space and the ballfields would 
only replace fields that were 
removed decades ago for the 
construction of the 5 Freeway. 

However, support for the 
ballfields has been inconsis-
tent among California State 
Assemblymember Mike Gatto 
and Los Angeles City Coun-
cilmember Mitch O’Farrell, 
whose district includes many 
of the families that the ball-
fields would serve.

There are currently no 
baseball fields in Griffith Park, 
except for the adult sized Pote 
Field, which has been used 
in the past by Los Angeles 
City College and currently by 
high school teams and adult 
leagues. City records indicate 
the field is used to capacity. 

The city’s plan is to con-
struct the ballfields in a clear-
ing adjacent to the Crystal 
Springs Picnic area, which 
has 119 picnic tables, seven of 
which, for reasons unknown, 
are offset from the rest by 
about 30 yards. To accommo-
date the ballfields, those seven 
tables would need to be relo-
cated about 200 yards south in 
the same area. 

The ballfields, addition-
ally, would require about three 
dozen trees be removed, in-
cluding one California Syca-
more, which petitioners say is 
over 200 years old. 

However, an arborist tes-
tified in 2014 before the city 
that the Sycamore was not 
even half that age, that the 
impacted trees were not indig-
enous and were planted about 
50 years ago and that the 
majority were either already 
diseased or otherwise compro-
mised. 

Current councilmember 
David Ryu, who took office 
July 1st, has not taken a stand 
on the issue. 

At the January hearing, 
Judge Richard L. Fruin, Jr. in-
dicated he had been ready to 
rule on the matter, but post-
poned a final judgment in the 
case until February 17th to 
allow the parties time to con-
tinue talking.

Any settlement on the 
issue needs to be approved 
by the city’s five-panel Rec-
reation and Parks Board of 
Commissioners and the full 
city council. 

This is the second such 
settlement between the city 
and petitioners. 

Previously, the city’s Rec-
reation and Parks Commis-
sioners took no action on a 
settlement offer last year. That 
settlement was ultimately re-
jected November 30th by the 
Los Angeles City Council. 

BALLFIELDS from page 1

VOTING from page 1

February Community Meetings

Atwater Village Neighborhood Council

Governing Board
February 11th at 7 p.m.
3852 Edenhurst Avenue

East Hollywood Neighborhood Council
Governing Board
February 15th at 6:30 p.m.
1559 North Kenmore Avenue

Los Feliz Improvement Association
Winter Member Meeting
February 22nd at 7 p.m.
4700 Western Heritage Way

Los Feliz Neighborhood Council

Executive Committee
February 16th at 7 p.m.
Location TBD, check losfeliznc.org

Governing Board
February 16th at 7:30 p.m.
Location TBD, check losfeliznc.org

Silver Lake Neighborhood Council
Governing Board
February 3rd at 7 p.m.
1511 Micheltorena Street

Urban Design and Preservation Advisory Committee
February 10th at 6:30 p.m.
2450 Glendale Boulevard

from the beginning.
“[The Silver Lake Neigh-

borhood Council] was one of 
the champions [for online vot-
ing] back in 2010,” Box said. 

Over time, Box said, Sil-
ver Lake councilmembers 
met with some of the vendors 
themselves and provided Em-
powerLA with research on the 
issue. Ultimately, according to 
Box, the ease of online voting 
and the potential to increase 
voter turn out, was seen by 
Silver Lake as a plus for the 
council itself as well as for the 
entire Los Angeles neighbor-
hood council system. 

 “[Silver Lake bends] 
over backwards to lay down 
a foundation of civic engage-
ment and local participa-
tion,” said Box. 

Some Silver Lake coun-
cilmembers, however,  are 
leery of  the untested service, 
like Silver Lake’s Anne-Marie 
Johnson, who has expressed 

concern online voting may re-
sult in illegitimate votes from 
non-residents looking to sway 
the election.

“I hope we’re not guinea 
pigs,” Johnson said. “I’m hop-
ing that the system won’t be 
gamed, but the jury’s still out, 
obviously. [The SLNC] will do 
our best to make sure legiti-
mate Silver Lake residents and 
business owners vote, as op-
posed to people who frequent 
a certain establishment and 
keep their receipts, but don’t 
live in Silver Lake.” 

Overseeing  the online 
voting process is EmpowerLA, 
the city agency that oversees 
Los Angeles’ neighborhood 
councils.

When registering online, 
EmpowerLA will require vot-
ers to upload their photo iden-
tification and a document 
supporting their status in the 
neighborhood. 

Online voters will then be 
see VOTING page 13
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[ASSEMBLYMEMEBER MIKE GATTO]

Protecting A Child’s Identity 
By California State Assemblymember Mike Gatto 

There has been 
a concerning 
trend across 
the United 
States of 
young adults 
being denied 

credit cards or loans because 
their identity was stolen when 
they were too young to even 
own a credit card. 

That is why I intro-
duced  legislation that would 
allow  parents  to  protect 
their  child  and family from 
identity theft. My bill, AB 
1580, allows a parent to freeze 
their child’s credit with the 
three credit bureaus,  prevent-
ing identity thieves from open-
ing fraudulent credit accounts 
and ruining their child’s credit 
at an early age. 

I decided to introduce this 
legislation after hearing multi-
ple stories of parents being re-
fused the ability to freeze their 
child’s credit by the credit bu-
reaus. There are also cases of 
adult children attempting to 
take out student loans, but be-
ing denied by lenders because 
identity thieves had ruined 
their credit when they were 
children. 

That is why AB 1580 is a 
common-sense proposal that 
provides parents the tools 
to proactively protect their 

child’s financial future before 
a theft arises. As a parent, this 
issue is close to my heart.  I 
want to make sure that I can 
protect my children against 
identity theft and help other 
parents do the same.

Until now, parents have 
only been able to freeze their 
child’s credit after the child 
has been a victim of identity 
fraud.  Since children do not 
have credit in the first place, 
giving their parents the option 
to freeze their credit at birth 
only makes sense. States such 
as Idaho, Texas and Mary-
land have already successfully 
passed and implemented simi-
lar laws.

I firmly believe that it is 
time for California to step up 
and join the many states that 
have already passed similar 
legislation. Parents will be able 
to sleep better at night know-
ing their child’s identity is pro-
tected.

Mike Gatto is the Chairman 
of the Utilities & Commerce 
Committee and the longest-
serving current member of the 
State Assembly. He represents 
California’s 43rd Assembly 
District, which includes local 
neighborhoods in Los Angeles 
and those in Glendale and Bur-
bank. asm.ca.gov/gatto

[RESPRESENTATIVE ADAM SCHIFF]

Achieving Progress in the Most Partisan Congress in History
By U.S. Representative Adam Schiff

Despite a flur-
ry of biparti-
sanship late 

last year that achieved some 
notable victories—a long-term 
surface transportation bill to 
rebuild our nation’s crumbling 
infrastructure, an education 
bill, and a year-long fund-
ing bill—last year was one of 
Congress’s least productive 
and most partisan in history.  

Even in such a hostile 
environment, it is possible to 
seek out bipartisan agreement 
on important issues. The key 
to doing so—in my experi-
ence—is to establish good 
working relationships with 
people on both sides of the 
aisle, to avoid making policy 
differences personal and to 
recognize that your opponent 
on one issue may be your best 
ally on another.  

I wanted to share with you 
just a few of the issues where 
we have made progress in 2015 
and what I hope to advance 
further in 2016.  

First, we had major success 
in funding a West Coast Earth-
quake Early Warning System, a 
critical tool to help save lives 

and infrastructure.  With the 
help of my colleague, Repre-
sentative Ken Calvert (R-Cali-
fornia), were able to secure over 
$8 million in federal funding 
to construct this critical sys-
tem, on top of a significant in-
vestment last year. Even a few 
seconds of warning will allow 
surgeons to take out the scal-
pel, engineers to shut down 
trains and ordinary citizens to 
move to a safe place.

Second, we have been 
able to make substantial prog-
ress on our efforts to expand 
the Santa Monica Mountains 
National Recreation Area to 
include the Rim of the Val-
ley.  The National Park Service 
released their draft report and 
within the next few weeks, we 
expect it will issue its final rec-
ommendations on expanding 
and protecting the Rim of the 
Valley corridor. The legislation 
that I authored to initiate the 
study was signed by President 
Bush, funded by a Republi-
can Congress and supported 
by President Obama. Once 
that report is released, I plan 
on immediately working with 
the community to author leg-

islation to preserve this open 
space for future generations.

Third, the issue that I 
hear the most about from my 
constituents and from others 
around the country involves 
the threat to the homeland 
from ISIS and terror groups. 
This past year, I was selected 
to be the top Democrat on 
the House Intelligence Com-
mittee and I worked on a 
number of bills that are now 
signed into law including cy-
bersecurity legislation, a bill 
authorizing and overseeing all 
our intelligence agencies and a 
major reform to end the gov-
ernment’s collection of phone 
metadata.  

On all of these bills, my 
Chairman, Representative 
Devin Nunes (R-California), 
and I worked together to 
make sure that partisan dif-
ferences never got in the way 
of the safety of our country. 
In light of the terrible attacks 
at the end of last year in San 
Bernardino and Paris, I’ll con-
tinue to make sure no effort 
is spared in combatting the 
scourge of ISIS until we defeat 
it on the battlefield and put an 
end to its vile propaganda over 
social media.

Looking forward to this 
year, I am optimistic about 
the prospects for bipartisan 
action to reform our criminal 
justice system and sentencing 
practices, and will continue 
to advocate for passage of the 
comprehensive and bipartisan 

immigration reform that ear-
lier passed the Senate.  

I am far less sanguine 
about our chances when it 
comes to passage of common 
sense gun safety legislation, 
like  universal background 
checks and curbs on assault 
weapons and extended am-
munition clips. I will be rein-
troducing my bill to repeal the 
gun industry’s immunity from 
liability—a unique immunity 
not enjoyed by any other in-
dustry and an issue that has 
taken center stage in the presi-

dential race. But all of these 
gun measures will run into 
staunch opposition from the 
NRA and will be even more 
difficult in an election year.  

Even in a political climate 
known for its dysfunction, 
each new year presents the 
opportunity to make prog-
ress on issues that are impor-
tant to our district and to our 
country. I hope you will share 
your ideas for areas where we 
can find common ground and 
move the nation forward.

Rep. Adam Schiff represents 
California’s 28th Congressional 
District in the U.S. House of 
Representatives.
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The Oaks of Los Feliz                                                                      Price: $14,950,000

SHERRI ROGERS 

sherrirogers67@gmail.com 

323.810.1473

bre #01420104 

ANTHONY STELLINI 

anthonystellini@gmail.com 

310.963.4205 

bre #01710680

MYRA NOURMAND

myranourmand@nourmand.com 

310.888.3331 

bre #00983509 @rogers_stellini

This condo at 3023 Berkeley Avenue 90026 in Silver Lake was listed on October 
12, 2015 at $785,000 and sold December 14, 2015 for $810,000. Tracy Do was the 
listing agent. Photo: Courtesy Tracy Do. 

[REAL ESTATE]

Flurry of Year End Activity 
More Process, than Progress
By Allison B. Cohen

Home sales for Southern 
California were up 33% in 
December—the highest for 
that month in six years—com-
pared to the month prior and 
up nearly 10% compared to 
December 2014.

However, according to a 
statement released CoreLogic, 
a real estate analytics firm out 
of La Jolla, CA, the end of the 
year flurry was more about 
process rather than progress.

“December home sales…
got a boost from a batch of 
transactions that normally 
would have closed in Novem-
ber but were delayed by days or 
weeks as the industry adjusted 
to new federal mortgage rules 

that took effect in October,” 
said CoreLogic analyst An-
drew LePage in the statement.

According to LePage, 
home sales generally rise in 
December, but historically 

at a much slower increase of 
about 14%. 

The median price paid for 
all Southern California homes 
in December was $443,000, 
up 6.7% from December 
2014.

In Los Angeles, specifical-
ly, there were 8% more homes 
sold this December compared 
to the same time last year. Ad-
ditionally, the median price 
paid in December was also 
8% higher, at $500,000, than 
December 2014. Additionally, 
the December median price 
paid was incrementally higher 
2% than a month prior. 

Locally, while only a 
handful of homes closed es-
crow in December in the 
90029 zip code, they did at 
a much higher median price 
compared to a year ago. That 
area, which includes Silver 
Lake, saw four homes sell in 
December at a median price 
of $769,000, a 36% increase 

over 2014.
Additionally, median 

prices throughout the Led-
ger’s coverage area were all up, 
specifically: Los Feliz (90027) 

at $1,450,000, up 7.7%; in 
the 90039 zip code, up 8% 
for a median price point of 
$815,000 and up 10% in zip 
code 90026, for a median 

price of $950,000.
Nine condominimums 

sold locally in December, with 
the majority—six—in Los Fe-
liz. According to December 

data from CoreLogic, the me-
dian price for a condo in the 
90027 zip code, was up 17.5% 
compared to 2014, at a medi-
an price of $568,000.

The median price paid for all Southern 
California homes in December was 

$443,000, up 6.7% from December 2014.
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SOPHISTICATED REPRESENTATION
For the Most Knowledgeable Home Sellers

Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affi liated with Sotheby’s
International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associated and are not employees of

Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.  Boni Bryant CalBRE 01245334. Joe Reichling CalBRE 01427385.

BONI BRYANT & JOE REICHLING
Sotheby’s International Realty   |   323-671-2385   |   BryantReichling.com

Alexandria4  |  LOS FELIZ
Starting at $1,295,000

[HOUSE & HOLMES]

Some Don’t Like It Hot
By Rob Loos, Ledger Columnist

Winter is that 
time of year 
in South-

ern California when we treat 
a cool morning as an excuse 
to put on down jackets and 
face the brutal weather that’s 
killing off our bougainvillea, 
shutting down our outdoor 
grilling, and turning our kum-
quats sour. 

We crank up our indoor 
heat to 75 degrees and pretend 
like it’s summer all year long.  
At least, that’s what most peo-
ple do.

This year, I decided to 
hold off using our furnace for 
as long as possible.

My plan was simple—as 
soon as the weather dropped 
below 50 degrees outside, I 

would spring into action and 
turn on our heat.  

But when I started to 
notice my wife and daughter 
wearing winter parkas and 
stocking hats inside, I real-
ized that 50 degrees is pretty 
cold and I ceremoniously sum-
moned the heat. Or did I? 

It was still chilly—no 
hot air was streaming from 

the wall vents. The only hot 
air came from my wife who 
was not too chipper about 
our indoor igloo. She pur-
chased some wooden logs 
from Ralphs to start a fire in 
the fireplace. 

My daughter suggested 
that we start ice fishing in the 
fountain on our patio. Our 
dog borrowed an Afghan from 

the couch and fabricated a 
homemade yurt. 

Being the detective that I 
am, I realized these were not 
so subtle hints.

What had I done? Or what 
hadn’t I done? Everything 
looked good—the thermostat 
was set at 70, but nothing was 
happening. 

So I called my friend 
Dave. Dave is a contractor, but 
more than that, he’s the James 
Bond of contractors. 

Did you see the open-
ing sequence in Spectre where 
Bond gets the girl, brings 
down a building, then escapes 
on a helicopter? That’s an 
easy morning for Dave, who 
is building a personal virtual 
reality theatre for a celebrity 
while creating a swimming 
pool with an underwater es-
cape hatch and finding a way 
to heat outdoor slate patio 
tiles. 

As Dave picked up his 
wireless, in the background I 
could hear a beautiful woman 
bubbling in his hot tub.

 “This had better be good,” 
he said. 

“No heat—need help,” I 
said.

Dave laughed the hearty 
laugh of a guy who actually 
knows the difference between 
12-year-old malt and 20-year 

old Scotch.
 “Are you looking at the 

right thermostat?” Dave asked.
 I was dumbstruck. Was 

there more than one? 
“You should be looking 

at the one by your downstairs 
closet,” said Dave. 

“What about the one up-
stairs near the linen closet?” I 
asked.  

“Bogus. It does noth-
ing,” said Dave.  “Use the one 
downstairs. The a/c and the 
heater are now attached.” 

Of course, he was right. 
Now if I could only figure out 
what kind of fiend would leave 
a bogus old thermostat hang-
ing on a wall to throw me off. 

Dave said that when the 
central a/c was added last 
summer the heating guys 
probably didn’t want to re-
plaster and re-paint a hole 
in the wall, so they just left 
the old thermostat suspended 
in perpetual uselessness—a 
brazen salute to ugly flesh-
colored plastic controls made 
by a company called Lutz in 
the 1970s.

Another mystery solved.
And once again, I’m 

warming up to my motto 
about home improvement: “If 
I can’t figure it out—and I 
know that I can’t—my friend 
Dave can.”

It was still chilly—no hot air was 
streaming from the wall vents. 

The only hot air came from my wife 
who was not too chipper about our 

indoor igloo.

I ❤ the L.A. 
Marathon
By Mike Pallotta
Ledger Contributing Writer

ECHO PARK—The Los An-
geles Marathon is February 
14th—Valentine’s Day—start-
ing at 6:55 a.m. at Dodgers Sta-
dium and finishing on Ocean 
Avenue in Santa Monica. 

Local mile markers include: 
Mile 6 Echo Park (Sunset Bou-
levard at the Glendale Boule-
vard Overpass), Mile 7 Silver 
Lake (Sunset at Silver Lake 
Boulevard), Mile 8 Virgil Vil-
lage (Sunset at Santa Monica), 
and Mile 9 Los Feliz (Holly-
wood Boulevard where it meets 
Sunset and Hillhurst Avenue).

The decision to move 
the marathon this year up to 
February, instead of its usual 
March timeframe, was due to 
the 2016 U.S. Olympic Team 
Trials Marathon were also 
scheduled in Los Angeles for 
February 13.

According to Ryan Cavin-
der, a spokesperson for the mar-
athon, hosting both on the same 
weekend means presents a rare 
opportunity to show off the city.

For a map showing the 
marathon’s route, visit 
losfelizledger.com 
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ECHO PARK  |  1621 1/2 Rockwood Street
web: 0286477 | $479,000    
2 bedroom, 1 bathroom top-floor condo. Large 
south-facing windows bathe the unit in natural 
light and provide stunning views of DTLA.
Jovelle Schaffer 213.718.1110

DOWNTOWN LA  |  267 S. San Pedro Street #617
web: 0286422 | $365,000    
Teramachi is a Senior 55 & over condo complex. 
Wonderful top floor view apartment with high 
ceilings, sun filled rooms, Fireplace and balcony.
Judy Dionzon 323.394.2330 

SILVER LAKE | 1949 Cummings Drive
web: 0286494 | $12,000/month
Live amongst the stars. Private gated Laughlin 
Park home. 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath + den + decks + 
views of downtown to the ocean.
Rosemary Low 323.660.5885

LOS FELIZ | 2747 Griffith Park Blvd.
web: 0286310 | $2,600/month
Cozy Cottage with 2bd/2ba single standing home 
on a big lot in a compound. Faux hardwood floors,   
above street level. Newer kitchen, single garage.
Judy Dionzon 323.394.2330

LOS FELIZ | Wallace Neff Villa | New Listing
web: 0286364 | Price Upon Request
Circa 1924 Masterpiece restored to vintage perfection. 
Spanish Colonial Architecture. 5bd/6ba, Pool, view. 
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

LOS FELIZ | 2763 Glendower Avenue
web: 0286488 | $3,250,000
First time on the market in over 50 yrs. Amazing 
courtyard Spanish has stunning 320 degree views.
Rosemary Low 323.660.5885

LOS FELIZ | 5152 Los Hermosos | SOLD
Listed at $2,565,000
Chic and stylish U-shaped Mid-Century modern 
4 bedrooms and 4 baths with pool and spec-
tacular views!
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

HOLLYWOOD HILLS EAST | 3382 Tareco Rd | SOLD
Listed at $1,995,000
Circa 1937 Traditional Colonial 4BD 4BA home in 
the hills on sprawling flat lot. Pool, spa, outdoor 
kitchen.
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

SILVER LAKE | 1618 Maltman Avenue 
web: 0286461 | $1,899,000
Located close to Sunset Junction, 6-unit, Span-
ish style, courtyard property. Consists of 2 - 
2bd/1.5ba units, and 4 - 1bd/1ba units.
Matthew Morgus 323.301.3041

HOLLYWOOD HILLS EAST | 6042 Rodgerton Dr. 
web: 0286492 | $1,899,000
1934 Spanish with swimmer’s pool , canyon 
views. 5 bedrooms + 4.5 baths + bonus spaces, 
built on 4 floors and awaiting your touch.
James Foreman 323.314.1906

MORENO HIGHLANDS | 2184 Moreno Drive
web: 0286365 | $1,799,000
4 bedrooms, 3 baths and huge family room. Bright 
natural light and a view that is serene. Great home 
with pool and gorgeous kitchen. 
Gail Crosby 323.428.2864

SILVER LAKE | 2490 Silver Ridge Avenue
web: 0286253 | $1,598,000
Exquiste contemporary 4 bedroom, 3.5 bathrooms 
with living, family and dining room, 2 master bed-
rooms with knock-out views.
Rosemary Low 323.660.5885

SILVER LAKE | 1461 Carroll Avenue
web: 0286473 | $1,299,000
Corner-lot triplex. Prestigious Angelino Heights 
neighborhood of Echo Park. Investment property 
or convert it to a single family Victorian home.
Matthew Morgus 323.301.3041

SILVER LAKE  | 3107 Scotland Street | SOLD
Listed at $1,155,000    
2bd + den/bonus room, dining room, great room 
and updated kitchen with breakfast nook, Cae-
sarstone counters and heath tile back splash.
K. Robertson 310.717.4313 | G. Crosby 323.428.2864

LOS FELIZ | Shepard Fairey Residence | 3656Lowry.com | web: 0286493 | $1,835,000 | New Listing
Iconic American artist, Shepard Fairey. A 1929 Mediterranean home tells a story; of love and HOPE.
Patricia Ruben 323.333.3801

LOS FELIZ | 2621 N. Commonwealth Avenue
web: 0286467 | $2,895,000
Over 5000 sq.ft. of dramatic living space on  1/3 
acre. 5bd/7ba, pool, spa, & outdoor kitchen. 
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

LOS FELIZ | 4115 Dundee Drive
web: 0286238 | $3,988,000
Quintessential 1927 Spanish Estate. Unique. 
Nestled on top of a hill with panoramic views.
Rosemary Low 323.660.5885
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[KEEN TO BE GREEN]

Capturing the Rain
By Meher McArthur, Ledger Columnist

When it rains, 
it pours. In 

drought-weary California, we 
have become so dehydrated as 
a state that for months now we 
have been eagerly anticipating 
the arrival of El Niño—the 
great storm system that will 
hopefully bless us with enough 
rainfall to replenish our reser-
voirs, watersheds and under-
ground aquifers. 

Now that the rains have 
begun, we mustn’t get compla-
cent and think our water wor-
ries are over. 

If we let that precious wa-
ter run off down our streets 
into storm drains and rivers, 
not only do we waste a pre-
cious resource, but we allow it 
to head towards the sea, car-
rying with it animal waste, 
trash, metals, automotive oils 
and other contaminants that 
pollute the ocean at the end of 
its journey.

Environmental groups 
have been working with local 
cities and government agencies 
to create storm water capture 
plans such as the one that the 
Los Angeles Dept. of Water 
Power (LADWP) drafted in 
2015.  

The plan includes a vari-
ety of projects including en-
hanced large-scale spreading 
grounds where water perco-
lates into groundwater basins 
for later pumping. 

Another project calls for 
smaller scale green streets that 
have less concrete, while still an-
other proposes rain gardens—
gardens that are planted near 
runoff sources to capture the 
rainwater and stop it from en-
tering the sewer system.

In collaboration with Tree 
People, the LADWP is also 
offering customers rebates for 
rainwater barrels. 

In addition, the City of 
Los Angeles has set up an in-
formative website to help indi-
viduals and businesses capture 
water and prevent the contam-
ination of run-off. 

Whether we build a rain 
garden, set up barrels below 
our gutters or place a few buck-
ets on our balconies, we can all 
do our bit to capture some of 
this precious water and save it 
for a not-so-rainy day. 

For more info, visit treepeo-
ple.org/resources/rain-barrels 
and lastormwater.org

notified when the voting win-
dow opens. Once the votes have 
been cast, Everyone Counts will 
then tabulate and post the re-
sults at the polling location and 
on EmpowerLA’s website. 

For the Silver Lake elec-
tion, which is May 14th, voter 
registration is currently open 
to any Silver Lake residents, 
workers, business or property 
owners at EmpowerLA.org. 

Once registered, voters 
can access the website and cast 
a ballot starting April 23rd 
via computer, tablet or mobile 
phone. Those registering on-
line will also have the option 
to cast their vote in person in-
stead, at a traditional polling 
location on election day.   

The Atwater Village 
Neighborhood Council vot-
ed not to offer online voting 
this year because, according 
to Torin Dunnavant, the 
council’s co-chair, not all the 
details for online voting had 
been worked out when the 
deadline came for the coun-
cil to commit. 

“We thought it better 
to allow it to be piloted else-
where  and not deal with any 
additional complications for the 
elections,” Dunnavant said.

According to Mark Mau-
ceri, vice president, adminis-

tration of the Los Feliz Neigh-
borhood Council (LFNC), 
Los Feliz also opted out of 
online voting for similar rea-
sons, stating that the process is 
unproven and untested. 

“[EmpowerLA] didn’t do 
any actual testing to work out 
the bugs. So, this early on, it 
could prove to be problematic 
for the election,” said Mauc-
eri. “[The LFNC] will look at 
the results,” Mauceri said and 
then make a decision about 
online voting going forward. 

Beginning January 30th, 
any community member in-
terested in running as a candi-
date in the Region 7 elections 
has until March 15th to file at 
EmpowerLA.org.Counts will 
then tabulate and post the 
results at the polling location 
and on EmpowerLA’s website. 

For the Silver Lake elec-
tion, which is May 14th, voter 
registration is currently open 
to any Silver Lake residents, 
workers, business or property 
owners at EmpowerLA.org. 

Once registered, voters 
can access the website and cast 
a ballot starting April 23rd 
via computer, tablet or mobile 
phone. Those registering on-
line will also have the option 
to cast their vote in person in-
stead, at a traditional polling 
location on election day.   

The Atwater Village 
Neighborhood Council vot-
ed not to offer online voting 
this year because, according 
to Torin Dunnavant, the 
council’s co-chair, not all the 
details for online voting had 
been worked out when the 
deadline came for the coun-
cil to commit. 

“We thought it better 
to allow it to be piloted else-
where  and not deal with any 
additional complications for the 
elections,” Dunnavant said.

According to Mark Mau-
ceri, vice president, adminis-
tration of the Los Feliz Neigh-
borhood Council (LFNC), 
Los Feliz also opted out of 
online voting for similar rea-
sons, stating that the process is 
unproven and untested. 

“[EmpowerLA] didn’t do 
any actual testing to work 
out the bugs. So, this early 
on, it could prove to be prob-
lematic for the election,” said 
Mauceri. “[The LFNC] will 
look at the results,” Mauceri 
said and then make a deci-
sion about online voting go-
ing forward. 

Beginning January 30th, 
any community member in-
terested in running as a candi-
date in the Region 7 elections 
has until March 15th to file at 
EmpowerLA.org.

VOTING from page 7
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[FROGTOWN]

Elysian Valley: It’s No Croaker
By Mike Pallotta, Ledger Contributing Writer

FROGTOWN—Between the 5 
Freeway and the Los Angeles 
River is the quiet neighbor-
hood of Elysian Valley, bet-
ter known among locals as 
Frogtown. The neighborhood 
is an oasis, mixing industrial 
warehouses and residential 
homes with lush plant life—
all peacefully coexisting.

Elysian Valley got its nick-
name “Frogtown” decades ago 
when flooding caused massive 
amounts of frogs to leap out of 
the river and into the neigh-
borhood. The last reported 
instance of any mass-frog-ex-
odus took place in the 1970s.

According to Steve Apple-
ton, longtime resident and 
owner of the LA River Kayak 
Safari, the river’s unique eco-
system has brought nature to 
an otherwise urban setting. 

“There are these amazing 
accidents from the hydrology, 

the high water table and the 
bends in the river in Elysian 
Valley that caused a lot of the 
concrete to lift up, so it ex-
posed the bottom and made it 
a better place for nature,” said 
Appleton. “It is really a very 

naturalized environment right 
in the city.”

Spanning the length of 
Frogtown is the Los Angeles 
River Greenway Trail, a two-
lane paved path created for cy-
clists and pedestrians to share. 
Locals can stroll up-and-down 
the trail at their leisure, taking 
in the sights and sounds of the 
neighborhood.

Starting at the north end 
of the trail, near Fletcher Drive 
and the 2 Freeway, is Marsh 
Park, a recreational area with 
a loop trail, 13 outdoor fitness 
equipment stations and a kid-
friendly skate park open from 
sunrise to sunset.

Along the river is a line 
of small businesses, each add-
ing their own personal flair to 
the pathway, including color-
ful murals and sandwich board 
signs inviting anyone to stop by.

Travelling south, the first 

business along the path is 
Spoke Bicycle Café. Spoke is a 
sort of one-stop-shop that not 
only offers coffee, water and 
snacks, but also bike repairs 
and bike rentals. There’s also 

an adjoining vintage 
shop for the cyclist 
who happens to be 
looking for vinyl or 
the must-have Family 
Feud board game. 

Winding through 
Spoke’s canopy-cov-
ered, open space are 
wooden benches for 

lounging. Designed and 
built by Burbank architecture 
students, the benches include 
slots in between panels, wide 
enough for a cyclist to park 
their bike, rather than locking 
it up out of sight. 

Further down the path is 

Wax Paper, a cozy little sand-
wich shop run by Peter and 
Lauren Lemos. “Cozy” and 
“little” might be putting it 
mildly, but what the husband-
and-wife operation lacks in 
space, it more than makes up 
for in healthy, delicious food 
and a familial vibe. And with 
so much natural beauty sur-
rounding the shop, you’ll want 
to eat outside anyway.

Wax Paper’s menu is some-
thing any modern progressive 
will appreciate too. Each sand-
wich takes its name from a 
National Public Radio (NPR) 
host, including Ira Glass, Larry 
Mantle, Lakshmi Singh, Audie 

Cornish and more.
Shops are emerging off the 

beaten path as well. Frogtown 
Brew Supply, for instance, 
opened its storefront last 
November on Gilroy Street 
among a row of industrial 

buildings. And, 
like so many 
other growing 
businesses in 
the neighbor-
hood, Frogtown 
Brew has lim-
ited hours of op-
eration. Owners 
Mike Voss and 
Adam Kestel 
say it’s partially 
because they’re 

busy converting an adjacent 
industrial warehouse store-
front into a microbrewery they 
said they hoped would open 
sometime in April. 

For now, they supply cus-
tomers with kits and ingredi-
ents necessary for brewing it 
at home. They also allow cus-
tomers to brew beer on their 
premises if they prefer more 
direct assistance.

FROGTOWN LOCATIONS

Marsh Park
2944 Gleneden St.

Spoke Bicycle Cafe/
Spoke Bicycle Shop
3050 N Coolidge St.
spokebicyclecafe.com 

Wax Paper
2902 Knox Ave.
waxpaperco.com 

Frogtown Brew Supply
2931 Gilroy St.
frogtownbrewery.com 

LA River Kayak Safari/
Frog Spot
2825 Benedict St.
lariverkayaksafari.org 
thefrogspot.org

 

Greenway Path

Wax Paper

Frogtown Brew Supply

Spoke Bicycle Cafe



Team Leader, Keller Williams Los Feliz 

proudly welcomes 

On behalf of the team I am excited to welcome you to 

our family at Keller Williams Los Feliz. I’m excited to be 

in business with you! 

garyreavis@kw.com    323.300 .1000 

Gary Reavis and the team at Keller Williams Los Feliz are 
delighted to announce that Matthew Kanner, Keller Williams 

Worldwide’s #1 Commercial Agent and overall Top 3 
Agent in sales out of over 135,000 agents, has joined the 

KW Los Feliz office.  

He is also a 2nd — generation Los Feliz native, Marshall High 
alumnus, who recently moved his home and office back to Los Feliz. 

For more than 15 years, Matt has established himself as one of 
the pre-eminent multi-family/investment real estate sales brokers 

in the city.  He specializes in providing the highest quality 
investment sales and value creation services. 

Matthew prides himself on maximizing the value of his clients’ 
investments through custom-tailored/client focused portfolio 

positioning consulting and asset-specific marketing campaigns 
which are supported by his intimate local market knowledge, 

innate deal-making skills, and the ability to build enduring 
relationships. 

His commitment to excellence and personal integrity are 
reflected in his ability to consistently and reliably provide 

unparalleled value to both buyers and sellers. 

and 

TheKannerGroup.com 
323-605-2114 2150

Hillhurst Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90027 

SENIOR COMMERCIAL DIRECTOR



NOURMAND & ASSOCIATES REALTORS

Nourmand & Associates Hollywood

Howard Lorey I Brokerage Manager 

323.462.6262 I hlorey@nourmand.com

6525 Sunset Blvd. Ste. G2 90028

T hr e e  O f f i ce s . 

O n e  Re sp e c te d  Nam e .

w w w. n o ur man d .co m

N o u r m a n d R E

@ N o u r m a n d L A

@ N o u r m a n d L A

2818 MOZART, LINCOLN HEIGHTS                  $639,000

 Lovingly maintained triplex in prime Lincoln Heights.

Tracy Fink                                      626.818.9478

4300 SUNSET DR, LOS FELIZ         $995,000

Corner lot triplex. 2+1 home on Sunset. One vacant unit in duplex.

Gina Isaac       323.829.8009

6503 LA MIRADA AVE, HOLLYWOOD       $879,000 

Gatsby Hollywood community tri- level single-family home.

Bonnie Paulter                                               214.558.3655

2038 VESTAL AVE, ECHO PARK                     $1,045,000

3+3 home in Micro-neighborhood in h i l ls  of  Echo Park. 

Cour tney  Smi th        323 .667.0700

4015 DEL MAR, SILVER LAKE             $669,000

Light-filled bungalow, 2+2, landscaped patio w/fire pit.

Alyssa Valentine                       323.667.0700

2180 COLDWATER CYN, BEVERLY HILLS $2,288,000

Newly remodeled modern retreat 4 bed 5 bath with pool.

Mary O’Grady           323.578.5158

3619 AMESBURY RD, LOS FELIZ         $1,489,000

Traditional two-story,3 bed/3bath,DTLA views,terr yard.

Gina Isaac       323.829.8009

2230 1/2 YOSEMITE DR, EAGLE ROCK             $689,000

10 Brand new SFR homes, 3+4, views, NO HOA, 2car grg.

Chris Furstenberg        323.422.2244

1754 KENMORE #301, LOS FELIZ           $549,000

Open Flr concept, lots of natural light, 2+2, top floor unit.

Shannon & Joey Fenton       310.365.6118

8430 EDWIN DR, SUNSET STRIP         $1,899,000 

Celeb owned off Mullholand 3+3 w/vus ,FRw/Ent.Cntr, Hwd.

Don Bozick                                310.721.7021

508 N. KILKEA, BEVERLY GROVE       $2,820,000 

Hollywood inspired, designer Spanish, 4+3.5, chefs kit & pool.

Carolyn Rae Cole                       323.359.7300

2266 EWING, SILVER LAKE                               $499,000 

Probate sale. . 2+1. First overbid will be at $415,250.

Alyssa Valentine                       323.667.0700

4005 MONROE ST UNIT #7, SILVER LAKE $629,000

Townhouse w/views of city lights, Griffith Pk & HW Sign.

Chris Furstenberg          323.422.2244

2220 STRATA LANE, EAGLE ROCK                 $665,000

10 Brand new SFR homes, 3+3, views, NO HOA, 2car grg.

Chris Furstenberg         323.422.2244

848 N NORMANDIE AVE, HOLLYWOOD.       $1,625,000

Great  b ldg on major  s t ,  c lose to  101 & Mel rose Ave.

Scott Campbell           323.252.9870
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Richard Stanley
Estates Director
Architectural and 
Historic Properties Specialist

rstanley@coldwellbanker.com
213 300-4567  cell / voice mail
©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark 
licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal 
Housing Opportunity.  Owned and operated by NRT LLC.  All rights reserved.  If your 
property is listed with another broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.  CalBRE license 
#:   00971211

Some Things Never Change

Historically, there are about 3,500 homes in Los Feliz.  Today, 
there are three times as many realtors per capita as when 
I started in real estate in 1987.  Competition for real estate 

business has never been more aggessive.  While I believe competion 
improves the breed, I also believe that good manners and mutual 
respect never go out of style.  For example:

- I won’t knock on your door unless invited.  Why people would 
open their doors in crazy, dangerous L.A. to complete strangers to 
discuss the management of their most significant investment baffles 
me.  You wouldn’t hire a cleaning person or gardener without a 
reference.  Why would you hire a Realtor off the street?  Besides, my 
mother taught me that it’s rude to drop by the neighbors unexpectedly.

- I won’t “cold call” 
you.  One of the 
greatest benefits of 
having a cell phone is 
never having to answer 
the land line. I won’t 
intrude upon your 
quality time, privacy or 
dinner any more than 
I would gratuitously 
discuss your religion, 
politics or how you 
make your money.  
Frankly, after  your 
mother dies, nobody 
really cares, and I’m not 
your mother.

- I won’t blight our 
neighborhood.  All 
billboards are blight—
trash on sticks—and 
that includes bus 
benches and open 
house signs.  As a small 
child, I was taught not 
to urinate in the wading pool.  Why Realtors blight the neighborhoods 
they serve eludes me.  I won’t pepper our neighborhood with curbside, 
self-promoting advertising from dawn to dusk every weekend.  Unlike 
some Realtors, I live here.

What I do:
- I aim to be your first-choice, best-choice, Realtor, which challenges 
me to be a better person—not a more aggressive person.
- I respect my clients by delivering the most, and the best, service 
obtainable anywhere—what I would do for myself.
- Having the opportunity to earn your respect drives me.  Earning your 
respect, makes me the happiest Joe Schmo in town.
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New Development Could Hurt 
Hollyhock Heritage Status
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer

EAST HOLLYWOOD—A de-
velopment proposed for con-
struction at the corner of 
Edgemont Street and Holly-
wood Boulevard, may hurt the 
Hollyhock House’s chances of 
gaining a prestigious spot on 
the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) 
World Heritage List, accord-
ing to Hollyhock House Cura-
tor Jeffrey Herr.

The Hollyhock House was 
nominated for inclusion on 
the list which includes cultural 
monuments of “outstanding 
value to humanity” worldwide, 
such as New York’s Statue of 
Liberty and the Acropolis in 
Athens, Greece, early last year.
In addition to prestige, inclu-
sion on the World Heritage List 
creates a spike in tourism that 
can add billions to a site’s local 
economy, according to Herr.  

There are currently only 
23 UNESCO World Heritage 
sites in the United States, and 
if approved, the Hollyhock 
House would become the first 
ever located in Los Angeles. 

 “I can’t think of any other 
site in Los Angeles that would 
qualify even to be nominated 
for the list,” said Herr.

The proposed develop-
ment, a six-story, mixed-
use building, would include 
commercial space and 200 
residential units, 40 of which 
would be designated as af-

fordable housing for low in-
come families. At issue is the 
impact the 83-foot tall build-
ing would have on the view 
from the Hollyhock House, 
located at the top of Olive Hill 
in Barnsdall Park. 

One of the criteria UNES-
CO uses to review nomina-
tions is whether a site has what 
they call “outstanding univer-
sal value.” The site’s viewshed 
is included in this evaluation. 

“The view from this site 
is critical to its outstanding 
universal value,” said Herr. 
“Monticello [United States 
President Thomas Jefferson’s 
Virginia home] is on the list. 
They’re also on a hill and 
they’ve bought anchorage 
miles in the distance to protect 
their viewshed.” 

According to Herr, al-
though the building would 
block the sightline at its pro-
posed height, it would still be 
an eyesore even at a reduced 
height.

“The basic issue is that it 
will create a huge visual blot on 
the landscape,” he said. “It’s not 
so much what it obscures…. 
Even if the heights were low-
ered so you could see over it, 
you’d still see it from above.”

The proposed building 
location currently houses 23 
residential units, a restaurant, 
medical office, warehouse and 
several surface parking lots.

According to Herr, “The 

current footprint blends in with 
everything around it,” but the 
new building would not. 

The Hollyhock House is 
one of 10 Frank Lloyd Wright-
designed sites included in the 
nomination, and according to 
Herr, the development could 
put the entire nomination—
including the other nine 
sites—at risk as well.

Yosemite and Redwood 
National Parks are currently 
the only two sites on the list 
located in California. If the 
Wright nomination—which 
also includes the Marin Coun-
ty Civic Center in Northern 
California—is successful, it 
will double California’s repre-
sentation on the list. 

The project is currently 
under review by the Los An-
geles Dept. of City Planning, 
and due to its size, would re-
quire multiple density and 
zoning variances before a per-
mit could be issued. 

An unrelated, standalone 
Orchard Supply Hardware 
(OSH) store was approved for 
construction on the same block 
by the Los Feliz Neighborhood 
Council in December.

According to Herr, the 

Hollyhock House does not yet 
have enough information to 
form an opinion on the OSH 
proposal, though he said they 
do not anticipate it causing an 
issue at this time. 

“We’re not opposed to de-
velopment [in general],” said 
Herr. “We’re only opposed to 
development that would nega-
tively impact the historical 
value of the neighborhood.”

Instead, she worried she would 
be ambushed at the event be-
cause of her firing decisions.

The Disneys, as well as 
other parents, had previously 
asked Plant why their children’s 
teachers had been let go. But ac-
cording to Plant, she could not 
legally provide any details. 

“We’re between a rock 
and a hard place,” she said. 
“Parents demand to know, but 
we’re not allowed to tell them.”

Ultimately, Plant sent an 
email to all Camelot parents 
indicating if they attended the 
Disney party, their children 
would be expelled. 

According to court docu-
ments filed on behalf of the 
Disneys, Plant reacted to the 
“proposed get together with 
open hostility and paranoia.”

According to the suit, the 
expulsion was intended to “pun-
ish” the Disneys for “[speaking] 
with other parents about the 
goings on at the school,” which 
the suit alleges runs contrary to 
Camelot’s promise of parental 
involvement—including pa-
rental get-togethers outside of 
school—outlined in the pre-
school’s parent handbook and 
constitutes fraud.

According to previous 
reports, some of Plant’s staff 
were opposed to new admin-
istrators she had hired who, 
under her direction, were in-
creasing student testing with 
the hope of receiving more 
grant funding. 

According to an interview 
that ran on jezebel.com in 
November, some of Camelot’s 
teaching staff disagreed with 

the testing, saying it “clashed 
with the spirit of Camelot and 
what attracted many teachers” 
to work there. 

According to the Jezebel 
article, parents were concerned 
about who would be teaching 
their children in the upcom-
ing school year, which was just 
days away, and simply wanted 
an explanation.

Plant and her husband and 
business partner Livinio Stuyck 
have filed their own legal docu-
ments challenging the validity 
of the Disney’s lawsuit.

“We are a private busi-
ness,” said Stuyck. “We are not 
a parent-run school.”

The Disneys are seeking 
unnamed monetary damages 
in their lawsuit. Their child 
has since enrolled at a differ-
ent preschool. 

CAMELOT from page 1



#1 in the neighborhoods I serve including Silver Lake, Echo 
Park, Los Feliz, Eagle Rock, Highland Park and surrounding 
communities. My knowledge and experience means you have 
the very best ally in your home search or sale.

We’re dedicated to our community and proud to support:

Looking to support local affordable housing? 

We are a home improvement store and donation center that would LOVE your donation of new 
or used building materials, furniture, appliances, and anything in working condition that can be 
used to improve or furnish a home. All revenue made from sales supports Habitat's homeownership 
programs. 
 
Have items that won’t fit in your vehicle? Let the ReStore team help you by scheduling a 
pick up today. (818) 550-7467. As a 501c3 affordable housing non-profit, all gifts are tax-
deductible with a receipt provided at the time of donation.
 
EVERY DONATION HELPS US ELIMINATE POVERTY HOUSING HERE IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA.

Atwater Village ReStore 
DONATE & SHOP TODAY!
OPEN Mon-Sat 9am-5pm 

5201 West San Fernando Rd
 Los Angeles, CA, 90039

Silver Lake Reservoirs Conservancy, Friends of Ivanhoe Elementary, Friends of Micheltorena Elementary, 
Friends of Glenfeliz Elementary, Children’s Hospital LA, Hollywood YMCA, LUXE Paws, Santé D'Or 

and Habitat for Humanity.

DONATE & SHOP at the Habitat for Humanity Atwater Village ReStore. 

FOR SALE

If you have questions, need feedback or want to discuss your goals, I would love to
hear from you. Call or text me directly at 323-842-4001, or email tracy@tracydo.com

 www.tracydo.com • 323.842.4001 • tracy@tracydo.com

tracy do real estate

Sales data collected from the MLS.

CalBRE #01991628



Looking for an apartment?

We can help! Leasing@clintlukensrealty.com

Selected Listings from ClintLukensRealty.com

Just Listed

RETAIL - SILVER LAKE
1 - 2 units

Type 20 Off Sale ABC Lic.
$2,200K or $3.25 / sq. ft.

FOR LEASE
Retail / Office

East Hollywood
$3.25 / sq. ft.

FOR LEASE
Retail - Silver Lake 

Type 20 Off Sale ABC Lic.
Reduced to $2.75 / sq. ft.  

FOR LEASE
Retail - Hollywood 
Near Metro Station

$2.50 / sq. ft . 

4427 Santa Monica Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90029

(323) 668-7500 ph  (323) 668-7501 fx
clukens@clintlukensrealty.com

www.ClintLukensRealty.com
BRE Lic #01367014

Call (323) 668-7500 x222 for a FREE Property Valuation and Analysis

VACANT, NON-RENT CONTROLLED 4-PLEX

ECHO PARK HILLS, 2- and 3-Bedroom Units,

Parking, Views. Email Joel for more details

jnass@clintlukensrealty.com
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NO ONE SELLS MORE HOMES
IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
THAN COLDWELL BANKER®

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service 
marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Broker does not guarantee the accuracy of square footage, lot size or other information concerning the condition or features of property provided by seller or obtained from public records or other sources, and the buyer is advised to independently verify the accuracy of that information through 
personal inspection and with appropriate professionals. 

facebook.com/ColdwellBankerHancockParkNorth

facebook.com/ColdwellBankerLosFeliz

facebook.com/ColdwellBankerHancockParkSouth facebook.com/ColdwellBankerDowntownLosAngeles

facebook.com/ColdwellBankerSunsetStrip

(323) 464-9272

(323) 665-5841

(323) 462-0867 (213) 406-9200

(310) 278-9470

HANCOCK PARK NORTH

LOS FELIZ

HANCOCK PARK SOUTH DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES

SUNSET STRIP
Connect With Us

ColdwellBankerHomes.comSEARCH FOR MORE LISTINGS AT

WEST HOLLYWOOD $979,000
European inspired 2+2 remodeled condo.
Danny Mahelka  (310) 887-0220

VENICE $2,395,000
New construction. 3BRs, Den/4thBR, 2.5BA
Isaac Fast  (323) 791-5553

SUNSET STRIP $9,995,000
Promontory panoramic city to ocean vus.
Victor Kaminoff  (213) 718-7718

SUNSET STRIP $2,195,000
Glamorous modern showcase w/city views.
Jane Schore  (323) 573-6562

SILVER LAKE $1,595,000
2 Duplexes, street to street lot
Esau Tenorio  (323) 906-2477

SILVER LAKE $699,000
2 craftsman houses on lot near Junction
Yolanda Querubin  (323) 210-1419

SHERMAN OAKS $1,249,000
5bd+3.5bath Design by William Melenthin
Vahan Saroians  (323) 497-6655

SHERMAN OAKS $775,000
Great Schools, Great Neighborhood!
Richard Stanley  (213) 300-4567

OUTPOST $2,888,888
Renovated/Restored www.1901elcerrito.com
Skyler Hynes  (310) 800-5111

LOS FELIZ $1,150,000
Mediterranean style Two Story Duplex
Esau Tenorio  (323) 906-2477

LOS ANGELES $3,850,000
Paul R. Williams Tudor, Updated Kitch
Chris Abbott  (323) 210-1430

LOS ANGELES $1,070,000
Observatory,Hollywood sign, city+mtn vus
Isaac Fast  (323) 791-5553

LOS ANGELES $750,000
1511Vermont.com | 4bd + 1bth + 1/2 bth
Kerry Marsico  (213) 700-6515

LAFAYETTE SQUARE $1,295,000
Newly restored to its finest. 4BD/4BA.
Erik Flexner  (323) 383-3950

HOLLYWOOD $1,499,000
Entertainer’s pool home w/guest house.
Frank Sullivan  (619) 249-2673

HANCOCK PARK $10,995,000
Magnificent Mediterranean estate, 7+8.
Betsy Malloy/ Brandon Cohan  (323) 806-0203

DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES $799,000
Beautiful turn-key 2 BR/2 BA.
Kerry Marsico  (213) 700-6515

BEVERLY HILLS PO $24,995,000
180 degree vus of SF Valley & mountains.
Ginger Glass  (310) 927-9307
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RCFE Lic. 197608468, 197608466, 197608467, 198601646, 565801746, 197608291 © 2016  Belmont Village, L.P.

belmontvillage.com

The Community Built for Life.®

BURBANK  |  ENCINO  |  HOLLYWOOD HILLS 

RANCHO PALOS VERDES  |  WESTWOOD  |  THOUSAND OAKS

Distinctive Residential Settings | Chef-Prepared Dining and Bistro

Premier Health and Wellness Programs | Award-Winning Memory Care

Professionally Supervised Therapy and Rehabilitation Services 

Aging together is a gift. Couples who call Belmont Village home 

celebrate every day in a luxurious setting alive with engaging 

activities, spirited friendships and award-winning wellness  

programs. Our licensure ensures that couples can continue  

to live together, even with differing care needs.  

Together. Like always.

Winner of the George Mason University Healthcare Award for the  
Circle of Friends© memory program for Mild Cognitive Impairment. 

LozFeliz_1_2016_couples.indd   1 1/21/16   7:56 PM

Deposition Scheduled In Perry vs. Hollister
By Allison B. Cohen

LOS ANGELES—A judge ruled 
January 19th that a business-
woman vying with Katy Perry 
to buy a former convent in Los 
Feliz must undergo a deposi-
tion with the singer’s attorneys 
by the end of February.

Perry, 31, filed a cross-
complaint September 24 in the 
ongoing litigation over the sale 

of a convent at 3431 Waverly 
Dr., that the court declare her 
company, Bird Nest LLC, has 
the “sole and exclusive right to 
acquire title to the property’’ 
under a deal she previously 
reached with the Archdiocese 
of Los Angeles. 

Local businesswoman 
Dana Hollister is a defendant 
in the cross-complaint, along 
with the archdiocese and the 
California Institute of the Sis-
ters of the Most Holy and Im-
maculate Heart of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary.
The date of the deposition 

has not been set. 
The archdiocese started 

the litigation by filing suit 
against Hollister June 19th, 
stating that the sisters did not 
have the authority to sell the 
property and therefore, that 
transaction is invalid. Around 

the same time, the Archdio-
cese had also entered into an 
agreement with Perry to pur-
chase the property.

The sale to Hollister is 
favored by two nuns who are 
members of the California 
Institute of the Sisters of the 
Most Holy and Immaculate 
Heart of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. The sale to Hollister 
was for $10 million, of which 
$100,000 has been paid, ac-
cording to the archdiocese. 

Hollister has previously 

indicated she wants to convert 
the property into a boutique 
hotel with a restaurant and 
bar, which would require a 
zoning change of the property. 
Local community leaders have 
said they would fight such a 
zoning change. 

Additionally, the archdio-
cese says the sale to Hollister 
does not provide for a solu-
tion to the Prayer’s House of 
Prayer, which is on the con-
vent’s property. The archdio-
cese says its lease of the priest 
retreat house has a remaining 
term of 77 years.  

The proposed sale to Perry 
would be worth $14.5 million, 
consisting of $10 million in 
cash and an agreement to pro-
vide an alternative property 
for the house of prayer worth 
$4.5 million, according to the 
archdiocese.

According to court docu-
ments, the archdiocese said 
selling the retreat house to 
Hollister lacked its approval 
as well as that of the Holy See 
and that it lacked a “solution” 
for the Priests House of Prayer. 

The Sisters of the Most 
Holy’s activities are overseen 
by the archdiocese under or-
ders issued in 2005 and 2013.

Hollister has previously indicated she 
wants to convert the property into a 
boutique hotel with a restaurant and 

bar, which would require a zoning 
change of the property. 

LABONGE from page 2

ances or ethical concerns from 
2012 to date by any person, 
named or anonymous, in ref-
erence to LaBonge.

But in a letter received 
by a policy analyst working 
for the commission, Lisa M. 
Ishimaru denied the Ledger’s 
request citing confidential-
ity against the public’s right 
to know, the right of privacy 
under the California Consti-
tution and “legal privileges in 
the interest of justice.”

The city’s General Ser-
vices Dept., however, did 
not respond to the Ledger’s 
request, which it is mandat-
ed to do within ten days by 
California law.

A request for comment 
January 21st from the depart-
ment’s General Manager, Tony 
M. Royster, was not returned.

Los Feliz residents and 
now-retired city attorneys for 
multiple Southern Califor-
nia municipalities, Michael 
Miller and his wife Stephanie 
Scher, also filed similar public 
records requests with the two 
agencies in December.

The Schers were also denied 
their request by the City’s Ethics 
Commission’s Ishimaru.

The couple said they are 
now intending to file a lawsuit 
for the records.  

According to Scher, the 
General Services department 
asked for more time to re-
spond to his request, which 
it has a legal right to do, and 
they now expect an answer by 
January 27th.

Meanwhile, in Decem-
ber Ryu asked the city’s Chief 
Legislative Analyst, with the 
assistance of the Los Ange-
les City Attorney’s office, 
to recommend a standard-
ized transition plan for city 
council offices, specifically 
during a transition when one 
councilmember is replacing 
another. 

“The Office of the Mayor 
has such a protocol for such 
transitions between admin-
istrations,” the motion read, 
“but the City Council does 
not have an official protocol 
for transitions.”

“We are looking toward 
the future based on our own 
experiences and what other 
council offices have shared,” 
Ryu spokesperson Estevan 
Montemayor said. “It would 
be beneficial…It would have 
been so helpful if we had had 
this,” before.

The Ledger reached out to 
other former LaBonge staffers 
in December asking if they 
could confirm their colleague’s 
account. None responded. 
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Griffith Park Adult Community Center Calendar

Sunset Hall - Curriculum and Advocacy 

Programs for 
free-thinking older 

adults (323) 660-5277

Conversational 
Spanish at GPACC on 
Thursdays at 3:00-4:30

Thanks to our ad sponsor Sunset Hall. They offer...

Wednesday, February 17th, 2016, 12:00 – 2:30 pm, 
Lunch, General Meeting and Program 

at Friendship Auditorium
You can sign up for lunch at GPACC between 10:30 and 11:30 am.

Start the New Year with a new interest: Learn Tai Chi, 
Gentle Yoga, Jewelry-Making, use social media, move with 
Hula Dancing, Latin Dancing, Line Dancing, Folk Dancing, 
sing with the Folk Singers, learn guitar, discuss the latest 

in Socrates Café and Current Events and much more. 
Call GPACC at (323) 644-5579 to get a newsletter and a 

schedule of all the activities that are offered. 

The Lunch Program: Lunch is served 5 days a week at the Center.  
$2 donation for those over 60 years. $4 for less than 60 years. 

Daily lunch served at 12 pm. Coffee and sign-in at 10:30.      

For Information on the Griffith Park Adult Community 
Club and getting a newsletter, call Stephanie Vendig at 

(323) 667-3043, or e-mail at vendig@sbcglobal.net

GPACC is located at 3203 Riverside Dr., just south of Los Feliz Bl.

[SENIOR MOMENTS]

Help in Our Home
By Stephanie Vendig, Ledger Columnist

As I am en-
tering my 
eighties, I 

keep thinking of the words, 
“Old age isn’t for sissies.” I re-
alize that aging is a reality, and 
with time, I may not have the 
physical or mental energy to 
do everything by myself. 

This may mean I have to 
consider moving into a facility 
that can tend to my needs and 
match my interests. 

On the other hand, I 
could stay in my home with 
the help of others doing those 
things I previously had no 
problem undertaking. 

Generally, it is family or 
friends who respond to this 
kind of need. As reported by 
the Family Caregiver Alliance, 
about 44 million Americans 
provide 37 billion hours of 
unpaid, “informal” care each 
year for adult family mem-
bers and friends with chronic 
illnesses or conditions that 
prevent them from handling 
daily activities on their own.  
Family caregivers, particularly 
women, provide over 75% 
of caregiving support in the 
United States.

Informal care can be 
stressful. Well-intentioned 
caretakers can feel pulled by 
other responsibilities—such as 
work and childcare—and be 
distracted from their caretak-
ing duties. Another risk in this 
kind of arrangement is that 
the caregiver may feel exhaust-
ed, isolated or separated from 
their social life if the hours are 
long.

Hiring professional care-
givers or using community 
resources for particular tasks 
can help reduce the workload 
and stress.

In general, a caregiver is 
hired to do light housework, 
assist with meals, drive, or 
manage personal finances. The 
caregiver’s hours depend upon 
the need. 

However, even when the 
family is available, a profes-
sional home health care pro-
vider with special training to 
help with medical needs might 
be needed for a person who is 
recovering from a hospital 
stay or who otherwise might 
be considered an appropriate 
candidate for a skilled nursing 
facility.

You can use an agency to 
hire a caregiver, hire a private 
caregiver someone has referred, 
or hire from an on-line database 
such as care.com. If you decide 
to go through an agency, you 
should know some terms.

A “home care” agency 
trains its workers for non-
medical needs and is respon-
sible for the quality of the care, 
although they are not licensed.

 Usually the caregivers are 
bonded—meaning that the 
agency has insurance cover-
ing loss or theft caused by the 
workers. If you have long term 
care insurance, it might cover 
the cost for these caregivers.  

A “home health” agency 
serves those with medical 
needs. These caregivers must 
have specific training and the 
agency must be licensed. Costs 
could be covered by Medicare, 
MediCal, or long-term care 
insurance, depending on your 
situation.

Finally, the home must 
also be safe. Most injuries 
of the elderly happen in the 
home, in spite of having care-
givers around. There may be 
need for modification or re-
molding in order to accom-
modate the limitations that 
are occurring during the aging 
process. 

[THE GOOD LIFE]

Explore Fun Red Wines
By Tara de Lis, Ledger Columnist

One of the fun 
things about 
wine is that no 

matter how many grape varietals 
you’ve tried, or blends of differ-
ent ones, there’s always some-
thing new to be discovered. 

Recently, I’ve tried three 
red wines that are appealing in 
unusual ways.

The 2014 Folk Machine 
Valdiguié hails from Redwood 
Valley. The Valdiguié grape 
traces its roots to Southwest-
ern France, and was once quite 
popular, but now plays only a 
supporting role in the region.

 It has a bit of a cult fol-
lowing in California.  This one 
is ruby red in color, while the 
tart taste is almost like a dried, 
candied apple. It works as a 
food-friendly wine, or just an 
evening sipper. 

An Italian grape varietal, 
Grignolino del Monferrato 
Casalese is deep and earthy. 
In the expression of the 2014 
Tenuta Migliavacca, the color 
consists of aged garnet. 

The nose can be described 
as freshly chipped wood meets 
floral violet. Rustic tannins 
make it a solid choice for ver-
satile food pairings. 

  Part of an ongoing series, 
The Les Vins Contes R14 is a 
red French blend that brings 
together lesser-known vari-
etals. It is a mix of Grolleau, 
Gamay and Pineau D’Aunis, 
in that order.

 Aromatically, the hall-
marks are chocolate, dark 
plum and mint. It’s deceptive-
ly dark in color, as the taste 
starts out big but mellows out. 
No need to decant. 

[OUR BREAD AND BUTTER]

Curves Silver Lake: Healthy Habits 
for the Community
By Kimberly Gomez, Ledger Contributing Writer

SILVER LAKE—Since Curves 
Silver Lake opened its doors 
in 2003, thousands of women 
have stepped through the door 
of the Hyperion Avenue store-
front and into a healthier life. 

In a town where fad 
workouts come and go, 
the Silver Lake Curves—
as well as the entire fran-
chise—has stayed remark-
ably current.

 That’s because, accord-
ing to members, it works. 
Curves members say they 
can count on burning up to 
500 calories in a 30-minute 
workout. 

Curves’ equipment is 
programmed with each 
member’s information, and 
provides moment-by-mo-
ment feedback. Equipment 
automatically adjusts to in-
dividual body endurance lev-
els, computes calories burned 
and outputs detailed prog-
ress reports giving members 
knowledge and motivation to 
reach their goals. 

Accessibility is one of 
Curves’ strongest assets. 
Tucked conveniently in the 
Gelson’s Market Center on 
Griffith Park Boulevard, 
Curves Silver Lake has be-
come a vital community cen-

ter for its members.
“It’s hard to drive by the 

gym on the way home and 
not do something for myself,” 
said Jennifer Almiron of Sil-
ver Lake, who credits Curves 

for helping her lose 28 pounds 
since the birth of her second 
child. 

“The instant I walked into 
Curves there was no pretense,” 
she said. “I felt comfortable 
right away.”

Working out with only 
other women means self-con-
sciousness is left at the door. 
As such, strong social bonds 
have grown from their diverse 
community, according to 

owner, Dyan Collings Ralph. 
Some come for the dance 

workouts led by long-time 
member, Gohar Chivichyan, 
whose enthusiasm for dance 
drives a high-energy session 
twice weekly. 

Others like Grace Iwa-
saki, a Curves member since 
2003, says she enjoys checking 
in with women she has grown 
close to over the years. 

“If we have 
time after exer-
cising, anywhere 
from six to eight 
of us Curves 
girls gather for 
coffee,” said Iwa-
saki. “When we 
started off, we 
didn’t know each 
other.” 

The Curves 
c o m m u n i t y , 
said Collings 
Ralph, stays ac-
tive throughout 
the year with 
food drives and 

collecting donations for distri-
bution at the Hollywood Free 
Clinic. A member potluck 
celebration brought everyone 
together during the recent 
holidays.

“For lot of people, this is 
all they need. They come ev-
eryday—and look fantastic,” 
said Collings Ralph. “It’s a 
springboard to building a hab-
it of exercise that parlays into 
every day of their lives.” 

Gohar Chivichyan leads a dance session at Curves Silver Lake.
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[HOLLYWOOD 
SCHOOLHOUSE] 

A New Year 
Has Arrived
By Isabella Payne, 
6th grade

Hello and 
Happy New 
Year! As a 6th 
grader, I know 
that this year is 
going to bring 

many new opportunities into 
my life, and as a whole, the 
6th grade class is going to ex-
perience many more things 
than ever before. 

For example, along with 
this new year comes the 
thought of graduation and 
middle school. We all have ap-
plied to different schools and 
we are anxious to see where we 
will go and what will happen 
next. It can feel like a lot of 
pressure. 

We are both sad and excit-
ed to move on from the Hol-
lywood Schoolhouse and into 
the next chapter of our lives. 
After everything that we have 
gone through together, soon 
we will be going our separate 
ways. 

This is my final year here 
at our school, and I will make 
the most out of it.

[IMMACULATE HEART] 

Never a Dull Moment!
By Ashley Conde ’17

With the holi-
days and se-
mester break 

now over, some might expect 
February to be an uneventful 
month, but not at Immaculate 
Heart! February is rife with 
tradition, reflection, and ath-
letic and academic excellence. 

Immaculate Heart’s annual 
Ring Ceremony this month is a 
cherished school tradition that 
celebrates the upper class status 
of the juniors. Members of the 
Class of 2017, their parents, and 
the seniors will participate in the 
festive February 5th event that 
will feature a liturgy, followed 
by the blessing and distribution 
of the class rings. The school 
ring is a beautiful symbol of the 
Immaculate Heart sisterhood, 
uniting generations of IH stu-
dents. The ring depicts a heart 
pierced by a sword surrounded 
by roses. This image was worn 
as a silver pin by the school’s 
founders, the Sisters of the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary. The 
class rings remind students of 
the school’s  rich history—now 
in its 110th year —and further 
binds juniors to the Immaculate 
Heart school community. 

February is also a month 

of remembrance and reflection 
for the student body. On Ash 
Wednesday, February 10th, 
students will prepare for the 
Catholic liturgical season of 
Lent. This time calls people of 
all faith traditions to solemnly 
reflect on their lives. The follow-
ing week, IH’s Campus Minis-
try Leadership Team (CMLT) 
will host the Sophomore Day of 

Recollection. Sophomores will 
be given the opportunity to take 
a break from school and focus 
on reflecting and bonding with 
their classmates. 

As the sports winter sea-
son comes to a close, the spring 
sports of track and field, swim-
ming, and softball will begin 
tryouts. Congratulations to all 
the athletes!

Immaculate Heart’s rigor-
ous academic curriculum con-
tinues to challenge students. 
Now in their second semester, 
students are busy applying 

what they learned in their first 
semester classes. While some 
take college admission tests, 
others study for the spring’s 
Advanced Placement exams. 
Students will also soon sched-
ule their classes for the next 
school year. Among the new 
offerings next fall will be the 
new AP Capstone course. 
College Board recently se-

lected Immaculate Heart to be 
among the handful of schools 
in Southern California to offer 
this innovative and challeng-
ing program. AP Capstone 
consists of two year-long foun-
dation courses, AP Seminar 
and AP Research. The course-
work will equip students with 
independent research, collab-
orative teamwork, and com-
munication skills. Both classes 
will provide students with the 
opportunity to practically ap-
ply their knowledge from all 
subjects.

The class rings remind students of the 
school’s  rich history—now in its 110th 
year—and further binds juniors to the 
Immaculate Heart school community. 

Architect & 
Urban Planner 
to Speak 
on L.A.’s 
Boulevards 

LOS FELIZ—Architect and 
urban designer Doug Suis-
man, author of Los Angeles 
Boulevard:   Eight X-Rays of 
the Body Public  will be the 
keynote speaker at the Ar-
chitecture & Beyond Lecture 
Series Thursday, February 18 
from 6:45 p.m. to 7:45 p.m. 
at the Los Feliz Library, 1874 
Hillhurst Ave.

In his book, Suisman ex-
plores how Los Angeles’s bou-
levards relate to the region’s 
communities and neighbor-
hoods.

Skylight Bookstore will 
be on hand for the selling 
and signing of Suisman’s 
book.

The free lecture series—
now in its 11th year—is sup-
ported by the Friends of the 
Los Feliz Library and the 
merchants of the Los Feliz 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict. 

For more information, call 
the Los Feliz Branch Li-
brary at (323) 913-4710.
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The best education of my life was here at Pasadena 
Waldorf School. It shaped my love for learning and 
spurred a desire for knowledge in my life. -PWS Alum

Early Childhood   Lower School   Middle School   High School• • •

www.pasadenawaldorf.org

IT ALL STARTS WITH A TOUR

A N  AW S N A  A C C R E D I T E D  M E M B E R  O F  T H E  I N D E P E N D E NT

S C H O O L S  O F  N O RT H  A M E R I C A

D I S C OV E R E D U C AT I O N

Contact our Admissions office at (626) 794-9564 or admissions@pasadenawaldorf.org

Preschool-Grade 8 
February 11, 2016
March 10, 2016

High School
January 28, 2016
March 12, 2016

Join our next high school tour Jan 28

[THOMAS STARR KING] 

Anatomy of an Article
By Max Oppenheimer, 8th grade

Earlier this 
week, after 

about a month’s effort of 
writing, I received a notice 
from the New York Times. 
My review of I Am Malala 
was one of the runners up 
in a countrywide student re-
view contest. 

Suffice it to say, my ini-
tial reaction was of surprise 
and pride. The article had its 
origins in a grant-funded field 
trip for a private screening of 
the film. In a class-wide analy-
sis of the film’s significant ele-
ments, I discovered the seed of 
what became my full opinion 
in the article. 

I was returned to a brief 
flashback of my work process 
building up to that moment; 

more than anything, it was a 
vigorous study of one article 
for what felt at the time like a 
hundred years. 

Making a true accom-
plishment out of this article 
was simply the conclusion of 
an extremely long lesson of 
what it truly takes to write. 
I’ve come to realize that writ-
ing, much like any creative 
work, is not simply a lesson, 
but a journey. 

To begin a piece of writing 
is to invest in it; to immerse in 
what it means, what it should 
be, and what needs to be ed-
ited, usually all considered si-
multaneously. In summary: no 
one ever said writing was easy. 
Then again, it is one of the fre-
est mediums there is today. 

[MOTHER OF INVENTION]

Talking to Your Kids About Homelessness
By Rita Mauceri, Ledger Columnist

Last November, actress 
Pauley Perrette—who co-stars 
on the CBS series “NCIS”—
was attacked near her Hol-
lywood Hills home by what 
she described as a “psychotic 
homeless man.” 

At the time, she told local 
news station KTLA that the 
act represented a “devastating 
irony” for her as a long-time ad-
vocate who has worked for years 
with and for the homeless.

More recently, a local resi-
dent posted on the online forum 
Next Door that he was alarmed 
at the increased number of 
homeless tents in the neighbor-
hood. Regardless of where you 
live in Los Angeles, homeless-
ness is a growing reality.

Reinforcing the issue 
further, the Los Angeles 
City Council met last Sep-
tember and declared a state 
of emergency, calling for 
$100 million to help allevi-
ate a crisis that CNN reports 
has dramatically worsened 
since 2013. According to 
the CNN report: “Since the 
mayor [Eric Garcetti] took 
office two years ago, home-
lessness in Los Angeles has 
increased 12%, according to 
figures released by the Los 
Angeles Homeless Services 
Authority. Los Angeles has 
one of the largest unsheltered 
populations in the country 
and more than an estimated 
25,000 homeless residents.”

The whys and hows of 
homelessness are complex is-
sues well beyond my scope. 
But as a mother, I find my-
self facing questions from my 
kids as they become more 
conscious of homeless people 

populating local streets, parks 
and parking lots.

On numerous occasions 
over the last year, I have been 
out with my children and en-
countered everything from 
angry cursing to full-on nu-
dity from a homeless indi-
vidual. While my children 
are accustomed to city life 
and the unexpected sights it 
sometimes brings, they have 
reacted to these more invasive 
and aggressive incidents with 
questions and concerns. As a 
parent, it has made me think 
about how I should talk to 
them about homelessness in a 
way that teaches both caution 
and compassion.

According to Huffington 
Post: “It is important to under-
stand that homelessness is not 
a ‘loaded’ issue for the child...
yet. His questions about a 
homeless person usually stem 
from genuine curiosity…He 
is not passing judgment; he 
is wondering.…As you an-
swer your child’s questions, be 
aware of the attitude you may 
be projecting.”

That said, if a homeless 
person exhibits strange behav-
ior or seems incoherent, it can 
be frightening for a child—
and difficult for adults to ex-
plain.

“When there is an un-
pleasant odor or an obvious 
lack of physical hygiene, there 
are more questions,” writes 
Huffington Post. “Why does 
she look like that? Why is he 
acting like that? Is he danger-
ous? Are we safe? Explaining 
mental illness is both tricky 
and important.”

All experts agree that the 

best course of action is to re-
spond to questions honestly and 
without projecting judgment. 
Encourage empathy and stick 
with explanations that children 
can understand—like the fact 
that paying for a home costs a 

great deal of money.
Explaining mental insta-

bility can be tougher, but child 
development specialist Betsy 
Brown Braun offers this talk-
ing point for youngsters. 

“Mental illness is when a 
person’s brain is not working the 
way it is supposed to. Just like 
people have problems with their 
bodies, sometimes a person has 
a problem with his brain.” 

She is also quick to point 
out, “It is important, for the 
sake of the child, to add that 
it is not common to have those 
kinds of problems.”

Last but not least, if you’re 
looking for something more 
extensive, the National Coali-
tion for the Homeless provides 
a wonderful fact sheet aimed 
at kindergarten through 2nd 
grade children.
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New Advertiser Special - Free Ad!

Libby Butler-Gluck at libby@losfelizledger.com 
or (323) 644-5536 for ad special details.

MAR 3, 2016
PAPER DELIVERY

FEB 18, 2016
AD RESERVATION DEADLINE

MARCH 2016 EDITION DEADLINES

CONTACT

[BETTER KNOW A BARTENDER]

Watch Out for that 1942 Tequila
By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer

Los Feliz is home to some 
of Los Angeles’ best bars and 
restaurants, but how well do 
you know the bartenders who 
help keep the party going? 
This month The Ledger sits 
down with Jackson Kuehn, 
bartender at Franklin and 
Company, to discuss his career 
and favorite drinks.

Age: 39
Hometown: Austin, Texas

How long have you been 
bartending? 
I’ve been bartending for about 
14 to 15 years. I started out in 
New York City. 

How’d you get into bartend-
ing?
I was going to college in New 
York, and like every college 
student, I needed money. 
So I just sort of fell into it. 
I started out as a bar-back 
(bartender’s assistant) for a 

lot of really cool bars in the 
East Village and that kind 
of transpired into being a 
bartender and here I am, 15 
years later, bartending.

What is the funniest, weird-
est, or most interesting thing 
you’ve seen in your bartend-
ing career?
I’ve seen a lot after bartending 
in L. A. and New York for 15 
years. Something that comes 
to mind is I always love when 
customers come in, have a few 
drinks and like these really 
astute guys are hanging out, 
playing Mr. Cool and they’ll 
look at me like “Check?” and 
I’ll close them out and every-
thing. Then a minute later 
they’ll look at me again like 
“Check?” and they just closed 
out. It gets pretty goofy. 

Another time, this cou-
ple came in. They were from 
the South—Florida or some-
thing. The girl was like, “I 
just love this kind of tequila. 
This tequila’s really good.” I 
look up on our shelf and say, 
“What tequila?” and she says, 
“Right there.” I say, “The 
Don Julio 1942?” and she 
says, “Yeah, yeah!” So, the 
guy with her was like, “I’ll 
have a shot of that too.” So, I 
poured two of those and the 
guy asks for another round, 
and another round and after 
five or six rounds, I swipe the 
card and give him the bill 
and I see the perspiration 
build up on his forehead be-

cause his bill was pretty large 
and he didn’t expect the te-
quila to be as pricey as 1942 
usually goes for. 

What drinks do you like to 
make and how do you make 
it?
Spiked milk shakes are pretty 
tasty stuff. We do the White 
Russian Milk Shake and the 
Old Fashioned and Car Bomb 
Milk Shakes also. I’d probably 
go for the White Russian. 

We also have a pretty 
solid cocktail program here: 
one that sells really well is the 
General. 

White Russian Spiked 
Milk Shake
1 oz Vodka
1 oz Kahlua
Vanilla Ice Cream
Blend and serve in a tall glass.

The General
1 oz Hendricks Gin
1 oz Lillet
½ oz Aperol (no more)

Muddle 2 cucumber slices 
in a cocktail shaker and add 
liquor ingredients. Shake and 
strain over a big ice cube in a 
rocks glass. Garnish with an 
orange twist.

5923 Franklin Avenue
11 a.m. until midnight, 
Sunday through Thursday and 
11 a.m. until 2 a.m. Friday 
and Saturday. 
franklinandcotavern.com

Jackson Kuehn shakes it up at Franklin 
and Company.

[OUT AND ABOUT]

February 2016
Edited by Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer

ART

Masters Of The American West 
Fine Art Exhibition And Sale 
Opening Day Every 
year the Autry hosts 75 
contemporary Western 
artists to exhibit their 
works. The opening 
day festivities include 
presentations by artists 
Logan Maxwell Hagege 
and George Carlson, 
a chuck wagon lunch 
and the presentation 
of awards. Tickets for 
opening day events 
start at $195, otherwise 
access to the exhibition 
is included with museum 
admission. The Autry 
National Center of the 
American West, Opening 
Day: Sat. February 6th, 
10:00 a. m., the exhibition 
will run through Sun. March 20th. 
4700 Western Heritage Way. 
Information: theautry.org

Reflections: The Visual Echo This 
juried photography exhibit features 
works dealing with reflections. 
Expect to see beautiful scenes 
reflected in puddles, the windows 
of skyscrapers and other reflective 
images. Free. 1650 Gallery, Sun. 
February 28th, 7:30 p.m. 
1650 Park Ave. 
Information: 1650gallery.com

BOOKS

Charlie Jane Anders The editor of 
the popular sci-fi and fantasy blog 
io9 reads from her debut novel All 
The Birds In The Sky, in which two 
childhood friends are reunited 
after years of estrangement just as 
the world teeters on the brink of 
destruction. Free. Skylight Books, 
Thu. February 4th, 7:30 p.m. 
1818 N. Vermont Ave. 
Information: (323) 660-1175. 
skylightbooks.com

MUSIC

Built To Spill American indie rock 
pioneers Built To Spill make a three 
night stand at the Echo performing 
classics like “Distopian Dream Girl” 
and newer material from their 2015 
record Untethered Moon. The Hand 
and Iceberg Ferg open all shows. 
Tickets start at $25. The Echo, Thu. 
February 11th and Fri. February 
12th, 8:30 p.m. and Sat. February 
13th, 6 p.m. 1822 Sunset Blvd. Info: 
(213) 413-8200 and theecho.com

Skamania Presents Ken Boothe 
Reggae icon Ken Boothe comes to 
Los Globos to perform his hits like 
“Puppet On A String”. The show’s 
bill also includes The Amalgamated, 
The Steady 45’s, Live Ska All Stars 
and Jackie Mendez. Tickets are $19. 
Los Globos, Sat. February 13th, 
8:00 p.m. 3040 Sunset Blvd. 
Information: clublosglobos.com.

THEATER

Forever House This new dark 
comedy by playwright Tony 
Abatemarco explores love, same-
sex marriage and, of course, 
real estate. Tickets start at 
$20. Skylight Theater through 
Sun. February 28th. 1816 1/2 
N. Vermont Ave. Information: 
skylighttheatrecompany.com

Bed This world premiere play from 
Sheila Callaghan is a racy musical 
comedy that explores ten years 
of romance in a quick 90 minutes. 
Tickets are $25. Atwater Village 

Theater, Sat. February 6th to Sun. 
March 13th. 3269 Casitas Ave. 
Information: (310) 307-3753 and 
echotheatercompany.com

SCIENCE AND TECH

All Space Considered The Griffith 
Observatory’s curatorial staff, 
led by curator Dr. Laura Danly, 
discusses the month’s most 
interesting news in astronomy and 
space science and share what the 
Observatory describes as “pretty 
pictures” of space. Free. Griffith 
Observatory, Fri., February 5th, 
7:30 p.m. 2800 E. Observatory 
Road. Information: (213) 473-0800. 
griffithobservatory.org

COMEDY

The Hot Tub Show Every week, 
comics Kurt Braunohler and 
Kristen Schaal invite some of 
their friends—who just happen 
to be some of today’s hottest 
comedians—to take part in a one of 
a kind variety show. Tickets are $5. 
The Virgil. Mondays at 8 p. m. 
4519 Santa Monica Blvd. 
Information: hottubshow.
tumblr.com

SPORTS

L. A. Marathon Stretching from 
Dodger Stadium to the Santa 
Monica palisades. The 26 mile 
course will mostly go along Sunset 
Boulevard, cutting through Echo 
Park, Silver Lake, Los Feliz and 
other parts of L. A. If you don’t feel 
like taking part in the race, cheer 
participants on from the sidelines. 
Registration starts at $200. 
L. A. Marathon, Sun. February 14th, 
race begins at 6:30, street 
closures earlier. 
Information: lamarathon.com

COMMUNITY

Coloring Club For Adults Here’s 
a whimsical way to destress: 
Coloring! Make a play date with 
your inner child and create the 
kind of masterpiece your parents 
will want to put on the fridge. 
Pens, pencils, crayons and coloring 
pages will be provided. Free. Silver 
Lake Library, Tues. February 2nd, 
6:30 p.m. and Tues. February 16th, 
6:30 p.m. 2411 Glendale Blvd. 
Information: (323) 913-7451. lapl.org
Adult Book Club This month, the 
Los Feliz Branch Library’s book club 
will read Marilynne Robinson’s 2014 
National Book Award nominated 
novel Lila. The novel follows the 
title character from her childhood 
life with a drifter to her adult life as 
a minister’s wife. Los Feliz Branch 
Library, Sat. February 6th, 11 a.m. 
1874 Hillhurst Ave. 
Information: lapl.org and 
(323) 913-4710.

Built to Spill will play three nights at the Echo in 
February. Photo: Warner Brothers Records.
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[A DOG’S LIFE]

Animal Abuse Registries 
on the Rise
By Jennifer Caloyeras, Ledger Columnist

As of Janu-
ary 1, 2016, Tennessee is the 
first state to have an animal 
abuse registry. While some cit-
ies have their own registries—
the first of these lists was cre-
ated in Suffolk County, New 
York in October 2010—this is 
the first statewide registry. 

Senator Jeff Yarbro is one 
of the bill’s sponsors. 

“We proposed this law 
not just to take a stand against 
animal cruelty,” said Yarbro 
to the Huffington Post, “but to 
take concrete action to prevent 
abuse and deter those who re-
peatedly engage in the torture 
and killing of animals.” 

The Tennessee Bureau of 
Investigation will collect the 
list. Perpetrators who have com-
mitted a crime against animals 
after January 1st will be listed 
and their information will stay 
on the site for two years. 

Currently, no government 
sponsored national registry 
of animal abusers exists. Op-
ponents of these lists include 
the Humane Society who be-

lieves that they work to publi-
cally shame as well as possibly 
prompt people to take personal 
retaliation against perpetrators. 

However, the Animal Legal 
Defense Fund of Cotati, Calif. 
is creating a nationwide data-
base of animal abusers in order 
to prevent animals from being 
adopted into the wrong hands. 

To confirm whether or 
not someone is on the list, one 
needs the first and last name 
and date of birth of the person 
in question. 

In addition, the FBI has 
recently announced that it will 
begin collecting data on animal 
cruelty through it’s National 
Incident-Based Reporting Sys-
tem, labeling these crimes as a 
Group A felony—equal to as-
sault, homicide and arson. 

The FBI defines ani-
mal cruelty as “intentionally, 
knowingly, or recklessly tak-
ing an action that mistreats or 
kills any animal without just 
cause”. The public can view 
the data that is currently being 
collected in 2017.

[RESTAURANT REVIEW]

Dune: An Oasis of Taste in Atwater Village
By Pat Saperstein, Ledger Restaurant Critic

With so many fashionable 
new restaurants opening in 
Atwater Village, many locals 
wonder if there will still be 
any affordable casual options. 
Fortunately, there are still new 
and old spots that have been 
able to brave the area’s sky-
high rents and are not quite as 
painful to the wallet, and the 
year-old Dune is a welcome 
addition to the area. 

Like the neighborhood 
itself, Dune is more stylish 
and healthy than other falafel 
stands, with organic ingredi-
ents and the obligatory house-
made pickles. It’s not strictly 
traditional Israeli or Lebanese 
food—more a groovy interpre-
tation of Middle Eastern fare 
with its own flavorful vibe. 

Though opened by Scott 
Zwiezen, co-owner of Echo 
Park’s vegetarian restaurant 
Elf, Dune is vegetarian friend-
ly but there’s a sprinkling of 
animal products on the menu. 
Pasture-raised lamb comes in a 
garlicky sandwich ($10.50) or 
on a hummus plate. Organic 
eggs and feta cheese make ap-

pearances in several items, but 
it’s also easy to go completely 
vegan with the falafel sand-
wich, toasts or hummus plates. 

Ingredients are carefully 
sourced and the selections pay 
off in flavor. Local bakers Bub 
and Grandma bake ciabatta 
and sourdough that add plen-
ty of body to the sandwiches 
without being too crusty and 
hard to chew. 

Trying the pickled beet, 
egg and feta sandwich ($10) 
is like finding a new food you 
never knew existed—that’s 
how unusual and compelling 
it tastes, with crunchy fried 
potatoes and marinated onions 
adding to the fun. But don’t 
ignore the green herb falafel 
sandwich, loaded with hum-
mus, tahini, fried potatoes and 
pickles in an updated approach 
to the classic Israeli version that 
stays faithful to the beloved 
sandwich’s character. 

The menu’s small, but 
there are still a few other cor-
ners to explore: A pickle sam-
pler plate makes a nice appetiz-
er with delicious bread, butter 

and garlic 
sauce (toum), or try the tab-
bouli with gluten-free organic 
quinoa instead of the tradi-
tional bulgur. 

Since Dune opens at 10 
a.m.—and stays open until 
9 p.m.—it’s easy to make a 
breakfast from items like the 
newly popular Middle East-
ern dish shashouka, with a 
poached egg on a bed of spiced 
tomatoes. Or try yogurt with 
honey, walnuts and apricots 
or avocado toast with tomato 
confit. 

To drink, there’s iced Mo-
roccan mint tea, iced coffee or 
warm chai and sometimes a 
homebrewed herbal soda. If you 
need hot coffee, stop in at Proof 
Bakery across the street first. 

The people-watching 
along Glendale Boulevard has 
become riveting, and the food 
is no less so at Dune, as eating 
options continue to improve 
in Atwater Village.

Dune, 
3143 Glendale Blvd., 
Atwater Village

[THEATER REVIEW]

“The Manor” Reenacts a Tragic Event in Los Angeles 
History at Greystone Mansion
By Marilyn Tower Oliver, Ledger Theater Critic

Downton Abbey has cre-
ated a thirst for delving into 
the lives of the wealthy that 
lived a fabled life in the not 
too distant past. “The Manor” 
taps into this desire by offering 
a peek into the lives of one of 
America’s wealthiest families 
in 1920s Los Angeles. 

The play, a production of 
Beverly Hills’ Theatre 40 com-
pany in association with the 
City of Beverly Hills Recre-
ation and Parks Department, 
is performed at Greystone 
Mansion and loosely tells 
of an actual murder-suicide 

that took place there when it 
was owned by the incredibly 
wealthy Doheny family. 

In this play, the MacAli-
ster family becomes the surro-
gate for the oil rich Dohenys, 
but the story echoes the actual 
incidents of the Teapot Dome 
scandal which involved an 
official of the federal govern-
ment granting oil rights to the 
elder Doheny in exchange for 
a bribe. The scandal ensnared 
the elder Doheny, his son and 
an employee.

The audience becomes a 
silent witness to the action and 

moves from room to room as 
the story unfolds. Scene one 
begins in the elegant living 
room where the actors are cel-
ebrating the wedding of the 
MacAlister son and his bride. 

Beneath the surface, ten-
sions bubble. The audience 
then travels to the library 
where the plot thickens as 
one of the guests, a high gov-
ernment official, asks the se-
nior MacAlister for a loan of 
$100,000 in return for mining 
rights in New Mexico. 

Moving on to a bedroom, 
the audience witnesses an am-

orous scene between Abby, the 
bride, and Sean, the groom, 
which is interrupted by Greg-
ory, a childhood friend from 
the wrong side of the tracks, 
who is love with Abby. 

Following an intermis-
sion, ten years have passed 
and the mining scheme has 
unraveled. The elder MacAli-
ster, his son and Gregory, 
now an employee of the fam-
ily, are facing prison for their 
involvement in the loan that 
is now considered a bribe. 
The audience is drawn deeper 
into the tragedy and ensuing 
mystery.

“The Manor” was writ-
ten by Kathrine Bates and 
produced by Bates and David 
Hunt Stafford, who is also the 
Artistic Director of Theatre 

40, a Beverly Hills repertory 
company that is in its 50th 
year of producing plays at the 
Reuben Cordova Theatre on 
the Campus of Beverly Hills 
High School.  

“This is the 14th season 
we have been presenting ‘The 
Manor” at Greystone,” Staf-
ford said. 

“The Manor” is usually 
produced several times a year 
and often sells out. Those on 
the waiting list are generally 
given advance notice of future 
performances.

“The Manor” at Greystone 
Mansion, 905 Loma Vista 
Dr., runs Feb. 1st, 2nd 3rd, 
and 5th at 6 p.m. $60. For 
reservations, call (310) 694-
6118. Free parking. 
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LET THE “MOST TRUSTED NAME IN LOS FELIZ REAL ESTATE” WORK FOR YOU. 

[EASTSIDE EYE]

Local Editor Earns Oscar Nod for Star Wars: 
The Force Awakens
By Kathy A. McDonald, Ledger Columnist

“Overwhelmed,” was 
Maryann Brandon’s first reac-
tion to her first-time Academy 
Award nomination, along with 
Mary Jo Markey, for editing 
Star Wars: The Force Awakens. 

The former Silver Lake, 
now Los Feliz, resident is a 
longtime collaborator of direc-
tor/writer J.J. Abrams. Bran-
don is also very good at keep-
ing secrets. 

While editing the most 
anticipated film of the year, 
she could not share any details 
of her assignment with friends 
or family until the film’s first 
trailer. 

The story was kept under 
wraps and the pressure to live 
up to the success of the earlier 
films was enormous. 

“We knew it would be 
big, but it’s been absolutely as-
tounding,” said Brandon who 
has worked with Abrams since 
the TV series Alias and edited 
his other films including Mis-
sion Impossible III and Star 
Trek Into Darkness.

As a film’s editor, it’s 
Brandon’s task to go through 
all the film’s dailies, select per-

formances and put the film to-
gether per the script and story.

What sounds simple 
enough is in reality an incred-
ibly complex assignment that 
must be executed within a 
compressed time frame under 
incredible stress. Her favorite 

scene in the film—the first 
spine-tingling Millennium 
Falcon chase—took a year to 
perfect. The entire sequence is 
approximately three minutes. 

“It was a really fun to see 
the Falcon up there again,” 
said Brandon.  

Brandon did not grow up 
in the film business. She stud-
ied film at New York Univer-
sity and her first professional 
gig was in the editing room of 
Francis Ford Coppola’s Cotton 
Club.

Like many editors, she be-
gan her career physically cutting 
film on movieolas—now all ed-
iting is done electronically. 

 “It would be an impos-
sible task to edit Star Wars on 
film with all the visual effects,” 
she says of the 19-month long 

edit that began in London and 
finished in Santa Monica.

Unlike many other depart-
ments in the movie business, ed-
iting is one field where women 
have made significant inroads 
and earned Academy Awards.

“Maybe it’s because there 
is more opportunity. There are 
more points of entry,” Bran-
don said. 

The upcoming 88th Acad-
emy Awards ceremony will be 
on February 28th at the Dolby 
Theatre in Hollywood. 

While editing the most anticipated film 
of the year, she could not share any details 

of her assignment with friends or family 
until the film’s first trailer. 

Los Angeles Police Department 
Explains Rise in 2015 Crimes
LOS ANGELES—In Janu-
ary, the Los Angeles Police 
Department (LAPD) held a 
press conference to address 
the rise in crime recorded in 
2015.

Several factors were cited 
to account for the increased 
number of reported violent 
and property crimes last year.

One cause was “po-
tential unintended effects” 
stemming from two recent 
laws—Proposition 47 and 
AB 109—which reduced 
penalties for certain offenses 
and promised services to pa-
rolees which have not yet ma-
terialized.

Stricter rules on the re-
porting of aggravated assaults 
also raised the numbers.   
Additionally, increased out-
reach to victims of domestic 
violence, traditionally an un-
derreported crime, resulted 
in more victims coming for-
ward.

Finally, the increase in 
the homeless population has 
increased the number of po-
tential victims vulnerable to 
property and violent crimes.

While acknowledging 
the rise in reported crime last 

year, police pointed out that 
crime in Los Angeles con-
tinues to be at historic lows.  
Overall, reported crime in 
2015 represented a 21% de-
crease in crime compared to 
ten years ago.

In addition, it was an-
nounced that strategies that 
have been recently put into 
place—in partnership with 
other City agencies and com-
munity groups—not only 
had a positive effect in late 
2015, but are designed to 
keep crime from escalating 
in 2016.  

These include increas-
ing the number of officers 
able to rapidly respond to 
crime spikes, expanding the 
outreach program for at-risk 
youth, and doubling the 
number of specially-trained 
officers who can respond to 
incidents involving a mental 
health issue.  

The number of Domestic 
Abuse Response Teams will 
also be doubled to better pre-
vent and respond to domestic 
violence incidents and police 
will combine with City and 
County efforts to help reduce 
homelessness.
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GREAT NEW PRICE! IN ESCROW

6317 Grape Place                                     Hollywood Hills                                             $929,000 
Hideway in the Hollywood Hills with 2 master suites and great outdoor space + a unique feature 
- an aviary (or instead could be a kitty santuary)! Gated & private. Living Room + one bedroom 
upstairs and downstairs a 2nd bedroom family room with a 2nd fireplace. Wonderful patio. 
Lovely views. Two car carport + 3rd parking space. Tucked away on a cul-de-sac. Very special!

2314 East Live Oak Drive                         Los Feliz Oaks                                           $1,329,000
California living at its best in this 1950’s Traditional home in the Los Feliz Oaks. 2 bedrms - each 
with private bath. Large open LR with fireplace leads out to the patio and pool. Formal Dining 
Room. Large kitchen center isle. Charming den & 3rd bath. Apprx 1932 sqft + home office w/own 
entrance. Pool and hot tub. Peaceful setting. With some TLC this home could be quite fabulous! 

Thank you.....

FOR SALE

1854 Redcliff Street                               Silver Lake                                                  $1,295,000
Sophisticated Contemporary in a great Silver Lake neighborhood. Living room w/high ceilings, 
hardwood floors and views of the city and greenery. Master with fireplace. Impressive cook’s 
kitchen with large center island, granite counters. Family room. Wonderful private gated 
outdoor areas - a spa with city view’s & large wood decks. Two bonus rooms. Approx 3396 sqft.

COMING SOON!  FOR LEASE

2408 Wild Oak Drive                        Los Feliz Oaks                Available In March      $12,500 
Grand & Gated 5+5 Spanish estate in the fabulous Los Feliz Oaks with incredible city views. 
Wonderful original details complimented with newly updated systems, including central AC & 
heat. Spacious LR opens to large private patios. Formal DR. Spacious eat-in kitch w/Sub Zero. 2 
fireplaces. Family room opens to a lovely terraced yard w/covered & open patios. Large studio.

Dear Eileen and Laura,
Thank you so much for being terrific realtors, for 
guiding me (and Matt) through the process of  finding a 
house (quite a journey!), making an offer, negotiating, 
and all the rest. You both went above and beyond our 
expectations and took such great care of  us right down to 
the very end; with the sewer permit, which we never would 
have thought of! We truly felt that you looked out for us 
throughout the entire process and it meant a lot to know 
that you had our best interest in mind. With gratitude 
from our family to yours,
                 Jennifer Greenhill & Matt Tanner

Congratulations To The Moreno’s!
2015 was a record breaking year ... 

in the 3rd quarter of  the year, 
you were 22nd out of  135,000 

Keller Williams Realtors nationwide!
Gary Reavis, Owner of  Keller Williams Los Feliz


