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Kids Get an 
Eyeful At Public 
Library
By Erin Hickey
Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELIZ—The parents of a 
group of Thomas Starr King 
middle students were recently 
surprised to discover their 
children had been exposed to 
more than just books at the 
Los Angeles Public Library 
(LAPL). 

According to King parent 
Greg Brouwer, his 6th grade 
son and several of his friends 
witnessed a library patron 
watching pornography on one 
of the nine computers in the 
main area of the library’s Los 
Feliz branch in September. 

Brouwer said the children 
often walk to the library to do 
their homework after school, 
as King offers no free after-
school program. 

“We thought [the library] 
would be a good option as a 

Troubled Trailhead to Stay Open, Ryu Says
By Andrew Davis, Ledger Contributing Writer

BEACHWOOD CANYON—
Despite nearly daily calls and 
an ongoing barrage of emails 
from residents to close the 
Beachwood Drive trailhead, 
Los Angeles City Council-
member David Ryu has said 
the trailhead will remain open, 
at least for the time being.

“At this time, we are not 
moving to close any access 
points,” said Estevan  Mon-
temayor, a spokesperson for 
Ryu.

The embattled trailhead 
leads into Griffith Park and 
offers easy access to the Hol-
lywood Sign. 

While once unknown to 
most outside the neighborhood, 
the advent of GPS technology 
and travel websites like Trip 
Advisor has made the trailhead 
a favorite route to the Holly-

wood Sign in recent years, fun-
neling an unprecedented num-
ber of tourists and hikers into 
the once bucolic Beachwood 
Canyon neighborhood.

News that the trailhead 
will remain open has angered 
many residents in the canyon 
who have spent years begging 
Ryu, and his predecessor Tom 

LaBonge, to limit Hollywood 
Sign tourist traffic in the inter-
est of public safety.

“I find it scandalous that 
they are leaving it open,” said 
40-year resident and local ac-
tivist Sarajane Schwartz. “It 
causes over 1,000 people per 
day—many of them chil-

see BEACHWOOD page 22 see RESERVOIR page 20

see LIBRARY page 19see GREEK page 20

Reservoir Will Be Refilled But More 
Time & Construction Needed
By Thor Benson, Ledger Contributing Writer

SILVER LAKE—Los Angeles 
Dept. of Water and Power 
(LADWP) officials confirmed 
in September the Silver Lake 
Reservoir will be refilled with 
a target start date of May 1st.

The issue of the future 
of the reservoir, which was 
emptied and taken offline as 
a source of water in 2015, has 
been at the forefront of com-
munity meetings and discus-
sions for some time. 

Some want the area to be 
transformed into a swimmable 
recreational area, while others 
have demanded the reservoir 
and the adjacent Ivanhoe Res-
ervoir remain empty, due to 
California’s long drought, now 
in its fifth year. 

During a September 20th 
meeting that brought over 200 

locals to Los Feliz’s John Mar-
shall High School, LADWP 
officials confirmed the refill-
ing would indeed happen and 
spent a good deal of time dis-
cussing methods of getting the 
water—and what kind—to 
the location. 

There has been much con-
cern over the fate of the Silver 
Lake Reservoir since it was 
emptied, also in 2015. 

For years now, dust has 
been flying up into the neigh-
borhood from the bottom of 
the reservoir, and many locals 
complain it’s generally an eye-
sore without water in it. 

While help seems to be 
on the way, officials confirmed 
there’s still a lot more work to 
be done.

City’s Greek 
Season
Successful By 
Many Accounts
Community relations 
strong and revenue up

By Allison B. Cohen

GRIFFITH PARK—Los An-
geles City Councilmember 
David Ryu is pleased with 
the city’s first season running 
the Greek Theater, according 
to his spokesperson Estevan 
Montemayor. 

“There were some hiccups 
at the early part of the season,” 
Montemayor said, “but things 
have worked well since.”

The city’s Recreation and 
Park’s General Manager Mike 
Shull verbally briefed Ryu Sep-
tember 19th on the season—
which started in April and will 
conclude October 29th—after 
the councilmember requested 
such through a formal City 

The Hollywood Sign can be seen here on the left and the nearby Sunset Ranch. 
The Beachwood trailhead is the only access point to the horse stable. 
Photo: Getty Images.
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[letteR fRoM the PuBlisheR]

After I unsuccessfully 
attempted to disband the 
Los Feliz Business Improve-
ment District (LFVBID) last 
March—the second attempt 
to do so in recent years—I 
promised to attend the orga-
nization’s monthly governing 
board meetings.

I have, so far, all but one. 
In a meeting earlier this year, 
the LFVBID indicated it was 
going to move its annual elec-
tions from December to Oc-
tober, a good move, as when I 
ran for a seat a few years ago, 
the ballots were sent out so 
late, I had already left the area 
for vacation and could not 
even vote for myself. 

But so far, there has been 
no outreach from the board for 
possible new candidates for this 
year’s election—whenever it 
may be.

 As a result, I offered to the 
LFVBID board at its September 
meeting, to provide free adver-
tising to them in this newspaper 
and requested someone on the 
board reach out to me to make 
that happen. 

I never heard from any-
one. 

Last March, when the Los 
Angeles City Council voted 
to renew the LFVBID, Los 
Angeles City Councilmember 
David Ryu (Council District 
4) pushed for that vote, but ad-
ditionally said he would be care-
fully watching the LFVBID 
and its activities going forward. 

To that end, I have re-
quested, twice now, a meet-
ing with the LFVBID, CD4 
and many of the concerned 
local businesses who would 
just rather see the LFVBID go 
away if it can’t be more trans-

parent and responsive to the 
300 or so businesses that make 
up its mandatory membership.

If the 2016 LFVBID elec-
tion ends up like the others I 
have witnessed over the years, 
I’ve learned through the Los 
Angeles City Clerk represen-
tative recently assigned to the 
LFVBID, that the Los Angeles 
City Council has ultimate au-
thority to either approve—or 
not—BID election results and, 
if unsatisfied, can ultimately ap-
point a governing board instead. 

With what appears to be 
little outreach to attract viable 
business owners in Los Feliz 
to run for the board, we hope 
that if the 2016 election results 
are the same as in previous 
years, and the same incum-
bents—the majority of whom 
do not own a business—are 
elected, Ryu will step in. 
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[stReet level]

What’s Your Favorite Halloween 
Get Up?

By Michael Darling, ledger Contributing Writer
As Halloween is nearly here, the Los Feliz Ledger asked people 

on the street “What’s your favorite Halloween costume you’ve 
ever worn?”

“I was a slutty 
ghost. It was a 
sheet with holes 
for the eyes and 
the word slut 
written on it.” 

– Grace O., outside Intelli-
gentsia on Sunset

“Red Fraggle 
from Fraggle 
Rock. I made 
the costume 
myself.” – 
Madison G., 

outside Intelligentsia on 
Sunset 

“I was working 
in a bar and 
turned the en-
tire staff into 
The Planet of the 
Apes. I made la-

tex masks for everyone. An-
other year, we were the Jedi 
Council.” – Jonathan M., 
outside Intelligentsia on 
Sunset

“Last year I 
dressed up with 
my kids as 
characters from 
Grease and I 
was Sandra 

Dee.” – Alisha B., outside 
Dean on Sunset

“One year, I 
wanted to be a 
Stormtrooper, 
but one of my 
r e l a t i v e s 
stepped on the 

mask. That actually made it 
look battle damaged, so it 
worked.” – Diego J., outside 
Dean on Sunset 
 

“Last year, I did 
a couple’s cos-
tume that was 
‘the cat’s meow.’ 
I was a cat and 
he was a speech 

bubble that said ‘meow.’” – 
Rachel D., outside the for-
mer site of the Silver Lake 
Conservatory on Sunset

Our Local Ghosts: Part 2
By Michael Darling, ledger Contributing Writer

Last year, the Ledger pro-
vided a creepy guide to some 
of the Los Feliz area’s allegedly 
haunted sites. For Halloween 
2016, we’re taking another 
look at the eastside’s spooky 
side with such ghosts as a spec-
ter that inspired Ghostbusters, 
an invisible guitarist and a 
Hollywood legend who still 
uses his old office.

The White Lady Of Ely-
sian Park This white lady has 
nothing to do with gentrifica-
tion. For decades, Elysian Park 
residents have reported seeing 
a spectral woman dressed in 
white. As with many ghost 
stories, the exact legend var-
ies. According to some ver-
sions, the White Lady is the 
a la llorona, the Mexican folk 
myth of a weeping ghost of 
a woman who drowned her 
children. Other stories say the 
White Lady is a pachuca who 
was murdered by Navy sailors 
shortly after World War II and 
her headless ghost comes after 
young lovers canoodling in 
the park after hours. 

Castillo del Lago This impos-
ing mansion overlooking Lake 
Hollywood has been the home 

of several colorful 
characters. Origi-
nally built in 1926 
for oilman Patrick 
Longdon, gangster 
Bugsy Siegel leased 
the house in the 
late 1930s and Ma-
donna owned it in 
the mid-1990s. The 
1994 book Holly-
wood Haunted by 
Laurie Jacobson 
and Marc Wana-
maker reports that 
Madonna warned 
friends that she felt an unsafe 
force in the house, while the 
house’s caretaker often heard a 
man’s voice calling his name. 
Photographer Tom Murray 
claims that he once tried to do 
a photo shoot in the house, but 
every photo from every cam-
era came out pitch black. 6342 
Mullholland Hwy.

The Kingswell Building The 
unassuming building at the 
corner of Vermont and King-
swell avenues now houses a 
skateboard shop, a tattoo par-
lor and a copy shop. However, 
from 1923 to 1926 it was the 
home of Disney Bros. Studios. 
Extra Copy owner Marine 

Ter-Pogosyan was quoted in a 
March 2016 Los Angeles Times 
article saying that she feels 
Walt Disney’s ghost on the 
property. “He is always here. 
And he is very happy,” she told 
the Times.

The Wolf ’s Lair Celebrities 
ranging from Debbie Reyn-
olds to Moby have lived at this 
1927 home built by eccentric 
developer Milton Wolf as a 
replica of a Norman castle. 
His pet monkey would of-
ten hide in the castle’s tur-
rets. Wolf allegedly died at 
his dining room table and it 
seems he never left the house. 

see GHOSTS page 4

Extra Copy owner Marine Ter-Pogosyan was quoted 
in a March 2016 Los Angeles Times article saying that 
she feels Walt Disney’s ghost on the property. “He is 
always here. And he is very happy,” she told the Times. 
4647 Kingswell Ave. Los Feliz. Photo: Michael Darling.
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Make Your Back to School Exam TODAY!

Dr. Michel N. Kahwaji
Dr. Roxana De la Rosa

•	 Comprehensive	Eye	Exams
•	 Treatment	of	Eye	Disease
•	 Vintage	&	Designer	Eyewear
•	 Contact	Lenses
•	 Free	Lasik	Consultation
•	 Retinal	Photography	for	Diabetic	
	 &	Hypertension	Patients

We	accept	VSP,	Medi-Cal,	Medicare	&	most	other	insurance

(323) 664-1996
2771	Rowena	Ave.	(corner	of	Glendale	Blvd.)

Los	Angeles,	CA		90039
www.silverlakeoptometry.com

SILVERLAKE Optometry

In 2012, talk show host Deb-
bie Matenopoulos appeared 
on Celebrity Ghost Stories and 
discussed her time living at 
the Wolf’s Lair. She claimed 
to have felt the presence of a 
maintenance man who died on 
the property. She said she even-
tually hired a priest to bless the 
house. Neighbors claim that 
on windy days you can hear a 
monkey’s screech coming from 
the turrets. 2869 Durand Dr. 

The Ghostbusters House 
While none of the Ghost-
busters films were filmed at 
this house, Dan Ackroyd has 
said that his time living in 
this haunted mansion inspired 
him to write the film. Ackroyd 
claimed to have once rolled 
over in bed to find a presence 
lying next to him. He believes 
this “big ghost” is that of for-
mer owner “Mama” Cass El-
liot. Actress Beverly D’Angelo 
has also claimed to have been 
visited by the late “Califor-
nia Dreaming” singer. 7708 
Woodrow Wilson Dr.

El Cid According to Gourmet 
Ghosts author James Bartlett, 
wait staff at Silver Lake’s fa-
mous flamenco bar have re-
ported everything from flick-
ering lights to the sight of beer 
bottles floating across the bar. 
He also says people have heard 

the ghost of flamenco guitar-
ist Gino D’Auri playing from 
time to time on the empty 
stage. 4212 W. Sunset Blvd.

The Beachwood Café In 
1932, actress Peg Entwis-
tle visited the Hollywoodland 
Drug Store (now the Beach-
wood Café) before walking to 
the Hollywood Sign to com-
mit suicide by jumping from 
the H. In a 1993 article for 
Far out Magazine, local histo-
rian Jim Dawson shared the 
story of a waitress cleaning 
up after the café closed who 
looked out the window to see 
Entwistle waving at her before 
walking up Beachwood drive 
towards the Hollywood Sign, 
which she also haunts. 2695 
N. Beachwood Dr.

Edendale This bar and res-
taurant is housed in the for-
mer Fire Station #56, and ap-
parently the firefighters who 
once worked there are still 
on watch. According to the 
Ghost Hunters of Los Ange-
les, one notable spirit at the 
restaurant is a firefighter who 
rushes through the kitchen 
and into the dining room on 
the way to save the day. 2838 
Rowena Ave.

To read last year’s list of 
haunted places, visit losfeli-
zledger.com

coupon code 122

210 N. Avenue 21, 
Los Angeles, CA 90031

www.svdpla.org 

* mattresses and cars are excluded.
Expires 11/1/16 — no photocopies — not to be used with other promotions.

St. Vincent de Paul’s 
54,000 square-foot thrift store 
offers clothing, shoes, furniture, 

housewares and appliances.

20% Off* with this Ad

[los feliz neighBoRhooD CounCil]

influencing Change
By Luke H. Klipp, LFNC Council President

S o m e t i m e s , 
you can influ-
ence change, 

even in short time—by the 
city’s standards. 

One example of this began 
this last summer, when resi-
dents approached the council 
with street safety concerns. 

The intersection of Mari-
posa and Alexandria avenues 
was the site of numerous peo-
ple ignoring stop signs and 
driving at unsafe speeds. 

After holding public 
meetings on the matter, the 
neighborhood council incor-
porated resident concerns into 
a letter to the city’s Dept. of 
Transportation (LADOT). 
And, as a result of serendipi-

tously timed street resurfac-
ing and direct communica-
tion between the LADOT, 
the LFNC and neighbors, this 
intersection now has a safer 
configuration. That’s about 
three months from the time 
neighbors raised these issues to 
the time that a reconfiguration 
had been installed.

Another example of quick 
turnaround took place in just 
the past month, when we 
learned of proposed changes 
to the Los Feliz DASH bus 
route and were given mere 
days to respond. 

The council pushed back 
and the city subsequently 
granted more time so that we 
could formally offer feedback. 

That feedback may or may 
not be incorporated into the 
city’s proposed DASH bus 
routes realignments, but at 
least our concerns will have 
a chance to be received and 
considered. [Editors note: read 
our article about the LFNC’s 
DASH feedback on page 22.]

The positions and deci-
sions of the neighborhood 
council are strongest when we 
hear from you. That is why we 
encourage you to sign up for 
our monthly newsletter (losfel-
iznc.org/newsletter), “like” us 
on Facebook facebook.com/
losfeliznc and attend any one 
of our stakeholder committee 
or governing board meetings. 
Hope to see you around!

griffith Park traffic & Parking Plan
Approved 
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer

GRIFFITH PARK—A long 
awaited plan to mitigate traf-
fic and parking issues near 
the Griffith Park Observatory 
and its surrounding residential 
neighborhoods was approved 
in September, and is expected 
to be implemented in time for 
this year’s holiday season, ac-
cording to Tracy James of the 
Los Angeles Recreation and 
Parks Dept. 

The plan was initially set 
to be finalized in June, but was 
delayed to accommodate addi-
tional public hearings. 

“We did extensive com-
munity outreach and we got 
overwhelming community sup-
port,” for the plan, said James at 
a September meeting of the Los 
Feliz Neighborhood Council. 

The Los Angeles Recre-
ation and Parks Dept. Board 
of Commissioners voted 
unanimously in September to 
approve the plan—now called 
the Griffith Park Observatory 
Circulation and Parking En-
hancement Plan, but previ-
ously referred to as the Griffith 
Park Action Plan—which 
would convert some streets in 
the park to one-way, and in-
crease shuttle and DASH bus 
service in the park.

Another key element of 

the plan is the implementation 
of paid parking in the Obser-
vatory parking lot, along West 
and East Observatory roads and 
along Western Canyon Road, at 
a cost of $4 per hour. 

However, free parking 
will still be available in auxil-
iary lots throughout the park, 
with complimentary shuttle 
service to the Observatory. 

The parking charges 
will, in part, help fund the 
proposed shuttle service ex-
pansion, which according to 
Recreation and Parks Super-
intendent Joe Salaices, will not 
be implemented until a later 
phase of the plan. 

No longer included, is a 
designated Hollywood Sign 
viewpoint near the Observa-
tory, initially included in the 
plan to help route tourist traf-
fic away from residential areas, 
such as Beachwood Canyon. 

“I am hopeful that we can 
continue to look for additional 
and multiple viewing locations 
of the Hollywood Sign away 
from our residential neighbor-
hoods to manage the over-
whelming demand of visitors,” 
Los Angeles City Councilmem-
ber David Ryu wrote in a let-
ter to the Recreation and Parks 
Dept. in support of the plan.

GHOSTS from page 1
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Our new ER 
 waiting room.

When you’re not feeling well, there’s no place like 
home. That’s why we’ve made it possible for you 
to wait at home until your estimated arrival time. 
Find out more at dignityhealth.org/glendalememorial.

1420 South Central Avenue, Glendale, CA 91204
InQuicker should not be used for life-threatening emergencies or children  
under the age of three. Call 911 immediately for more serious conditions.

ERWaitingRoom_LosFelizLedger_10x8 16_052GMH.indd   1 8/26/16   9:38 AM

Council Tackling Quality of 
Life Issues
By Anne-Marie Johnson
Silverlake Neighborhood Council Co-Chair

In 2013, I pre-
sented a motion to the Silver 
Lake Neighborhood Council 
(SLNC) to provide outreach 
and education regarding the 
illegal use of gas leaf blowers. 
Silver Lake residents have tak-
en advantage of our program, 
yet these nasty and noisy pol-
luting machines are still wide-
ly used. 

If you, too, are fed up 
with gas leaf blowers and re-
ally want to make a difference, 
visit www.silverlakenc.org. 
There you will find our down-
loadable, bilingual flyer with 
all the information you need 
to educate your neighbors and 
help eradicate gas leaf blowers.

The SLNC’s Neighbor-
hood Business Committee 
recently met for the first time 
at Say Cheese. SLNC Board 
Members Glenn Harrell and 
Tracey Woolfolk were elected 
co-chairs and Silver Lake busi-
ness owner Ben Crisologo, sec-
retary. This committee is the 
first of its kind for our council, 
and we are looking forward to 
meetings specifically targeted 
to our unique and independent 

shops and businesses in Silver 
Lake.   

A new restricted parking 
district has been added near 
the Silver Lake Reservoir, and 
signs will be soon installed. 
Throughout Los Angeles, 
there has been a significant 
increase in recreational vans 
and other oversized vehicles 
parking long-term on residen-
tial streets. Although residents 
are sensitive to the specific 
needs of those who may be 
living in these vehicles, con-
cerns regarding public health 
and safety must also be taken 
in consideration. The SLNC’s 
Homeless In Silver Lake Advi-
sory Committee will be meet-
ing with city representatives in 
the near future to discuss find-
ing safe and secure overnight 
parking lots to help accommo-
date the needs of those living 
out of their vehicles.  

The next SLNC monthly 
board meeting will be at 7 
p.m., October 5th in the Ivan-
hoe Elementary School Au-
ditorium. Please visit www.
silverlakenc.org for updated 
information and news. 

Schiff Seeks U.S. House Re-Election vs. 
Former Local Neighborhood Council Boardmember
By Thor Benson, Ledger Contributing Writer

The race for U.S. House 
Rep. California District 28 is 
between incumbent Democrat 
Adam Schiff and Republican 
challenger Lenore Solis, a for-
mer Atwater Village Neigh-
borhood Council boardmem-
ber.  

District 28 starts in the 
Hollywood/Los Feliz area and 
reaches north beyond Bur-
bank. 

Schiff, 56, was elected to 
the seat in 2013, and he cur-
rently sits on the House Per-
manent Select Committee on 
Intelligence. As such, he is 
often interviewed by national 
media outlets regarding ter-
rorism. He represented the 

27th and 29th Districts in 
the House of Representatives 
between 2001 and 2013.

According to Schiff, he 
is currently trying to get a 
bill passed that would fund 
Zika research and aid, and 
he wants Congress to pass a 
“No fly, no buy” gun control 
bill. 

Many have said such a 
bill could infringe on due 
process, as it would prevent 
citizens who are on a secret 

terrorist watch list from exer-
cising their Second Amend-
ment rights, but Schiff said 
those concerns can be ad-
dressed. 

“I think there are ways 
to make sure we’re observing 
ample due process,” he said in 
an interview. “We’ve been able 
to do that with the ‘No fly’ 
list and I think we can do that 
with the ‘No buy’ list,” too. 

On the House Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelli-
gence, Schiff has worked to de-
cide how privacy and national 
security can be balanced. 

“We’re in the midst of a 
big debate on encryption right 
now, which is at the heart of 

privacy and security,” he said.
That debate has led to re-

form of the telephone meta-
data program ending the 
practice of the government 
obtaining large amounts of 
domestic American call data, 
Schiff said, referring to the 
USA Freedom Act that reined 
in parts of the surveillance 
programs authorized by the 
Patriot Act.

Locally, Schiff is working 
to double the Santa Monica 
Mountains National Recre-
ation area, which has been 
supported by many environ-
mentalists. 

Schiff also said, if re-elect-
ed, he will continue to work to 
help the economy locally. 

“In my district, the efforts 
to help grow jobs, grow the 
economy is still by far the top 
domestic priority,” he said. “Un-
employment has come down 
substantially. We saw recently a 
boost in household income, but 
we’re still not back to where we 
were pre-recession.”

Solis, 57, is currently a 
business owner. She did not 
respond to a request for an in-
terview.
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Upgrading your 
appliances can lower
your energy bill.

Visit SaveEnergyLA.org for 
qualifying products and rebates.

Find Your Career 
and Dream Job!

 
•	 Parents...wanting to help your son or daughter launch 

their career?  

•	 Finishing a degree and embarking on your job search?

•	 Changing your career path after several years of 
experience?

•	 Wanting to make a transition in your current industry?
 

COMPLIMENTARY Introduction Session 
with Scott Turner!

 
I have over 20+ years of combined 
corporate and academic experience  
and offer career coaching services 
tailored to your individual goals, 
lifestyle, and personal needs. 

To learn more, visit my website at:  
www.findingyourcareer.org; 
or call to schedule your complimentary 
introductory session! (310) 486-6701.

 
#FindingYourCareer

[eleCtion 2016]

Ballot Taxes Could 
Add Up to $300 Annually for Locals
By Andrew Murphy Davis 
Ledger Contributing Writer 

 Amongst the 24 measures 
currently scheduled to appear 
on the November ballot for 
local voters, six either directly 
propose new taxes or will im-
mediately trigger a new tax if 
approved. 

Here’s a closer look at 
what these taxes may cost the 
average Angeleno if approved.

Starting at the local level, 
city voters will be asked to 
approve two bond measures, 
both of which would trigger 
property tax hikes in order to 
pay off the bonds. 

Homelessness Bond:
Placed on the ballot by the 
Los Angeles City Council, this 
measure asks voters to approve 
$1.2 billion in bonds that 
would finance the construc-
tion of housing for the city’s 
homeless—now estimated at 
nearly 26,000—as well as the 
construction of other facilities 
aimed at alleviating Los Ange-
les’s homelessness crisis. 

If passed, the measure 
would trigger an accompany-
ing property tax increase of 
roughly $9.84 per $100,000 of 
assessed property value, or $50 
per year on a $500,000 home, 
currently the city of Los Ange-
les’s median.

Community College Bond:
Placed on the ballot by the Los 
Angeles Community College 
District, this measure asks vot-
ers to approve $3.3 billion in 
bonds that would finance the 
construction of new commu-
nity college facilities and the 
renovation of existing ones. 

If passed, the measure 
would trigger a property tax 

increase of $12.50 to $15 per 
$100,000 of assessed prop-
erty value. Using Los Ange-
les’s current median price for 
a home, this would amount to 
about $60 to $75 a year for the 
average homeowner.

Representatives from the 
community college district, 
however, were unable to pro-
vide detailed information on 
the tax increase itself or why 
voters should approve the mea-
sure after multiple requests for 
comment.

In Los Angeles County, 
voters in November will be 
asked to approve two proposed 
tax increases. 

Parks Tax:
Placed on the ballot by the Los 
Angeles County Board of Su-
pervisors, this measure seeks 
to bring more parks to Los 
Angeles County’s most park-
starved residents. 

The measure asks voters 
to approve a new property 
tax of 1.5 cents per square 
foot, which would amount to 
$22.50 per year for the owner 
of a 1,500 sq. foot home. 

If passed, the measure is 
expected to generate $94.5 
million annually for both es-
tablishing new parks and up-
grading old ones throughout 
the county. 

In 2015, the county com-
missioned a “parks needs as-
sessment” analysis in advance 
of placing this measure on the 
ballot. 

The county worked with 
community members to put 
together potential project lists 

see TAXES page 16

two glendale City officials vying for gatto’s 
Assembly Seat
By Thor Benson, Ledger Contributing Writer

The race for California 
State Assembly District 43, re-
placing Mike Gatto, who will 
be termed-out, is between two 
Democrats. 

Glendale Councilmember 
Laura Friedman and Glendale 
City Clerk Ardy Kassakh-
ian are fighting to represent 
the district that encapsulates 
Glendale, Burbank and be-
yond. 

Friedman, 49, said her 
platform consists of curbing 
rising housing prices, the ris-
ing cost of childcare, unem-
ployment in Glendale and 
more.

“I’ve been a councilmem-
ber in Glendale for almost 
eight years, and I’ve worked 
very closely with constituents 
in this district on a whole host 
of regional issues, from water 
to public education to gun 
control,” Friedman said in an 
interview.

Friedman additionally 
cited homelessness in the dis-
trict as well as access to men-

tal health and substance abuse 
care as key issues she intends 
to focus on if elected, as well 
as an aging population.

 “I’m also extremely con-
cerned with what’s going to 
happen to seniors as the Baby 
Boomers get older and real-
ize that their assisted living 
and home care is not covered 
by their insurance and a lot 
of them don’t have retirement 
plans. I’m very, very concerned 
with what happens to all of us 
as we age,” she said.

According to Friedman, 
what separates her from her 
opponent is experience. 

“I’ve got a track record, 
a legislative track record and 
a whole series of accomplish-
ments that I’m very proud of,” 
she said. “I’ve taken a public 
stand on many controversial 
and important issues over the 
years. My opponent has never 
cast a vote on any of these is-
sues.”

But according to Kas-
sakhian, 39, he doesn’t think 

Friedman’s track re-
cord is something to be 
proud of. 

“I’ve been in lo-
cal government longer 
than my opponent has, 
but most importantly, I 
will not make cuts and 
reductions in public 
safety as she has while 
on the council,” he 
said, referring to 2011 
cuts in police salaries 
that he said Friedman 

voted for.
Additionally, Kassakhian 

said he’s received 13 endorse-
ments out of 15 current elect-
ed Glendale officials and that 
of Los Angeles Mayor Eric 
Garcetti and Los Angeles City 
Councilmember David Ryu, 
among others. 

Kassakhian said one of his 
biggest goals, if elected, is to 
stabilize education costs. 

According to Kassakh-
ian, he went to good public 
schools, specifically Glendale 
High School, and attended 
UCLA for only $3,900 a year. 
He said he wants to ensure 
young people have the same 
opportunities. 

“The other major issue 
is to make sure we have sus-
tainable job growth, that the 
economic recovery we’re ex-
periencing nationally touches 
everyone,” Kassakhian said.

Neither candidate was 
able to get enough delegates to 
receive the California Demo-
cratic Party endorsement. 

Ardy Kassakhian Laura Friedman
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WORRIED?
STRESSED?

DEPRESSED?
There are answers in this book.

BUY AND READ

DIANETiCS
T H E  M O D E R N  S C I E N C E  O F

 M E N T A L  H E A L T H

MAY YOU NEVER BE THE SAME AGAIN

THE #1 BEST SELLING BOOK ON THE HUMAN MIND

BY L. RON HUBBARD

PRICE: $25
4810 W. Sunset Blvd., LA CA 90027

Open daily: 9am - 10pm
www.scientology-losangeles.org/books

Bourbon Steak by Michael Mina  ·  Katsuya  ·  Din Tai Fung 

Trattoria Amici  ·  Bar Verde at Nordstrom  ·  Frida Mexican Cuisine 

Ombra Wine Bar  ·  Le Pain Quotidien  ·  Lemonade 

Coming Soon: The Tsujita  ·  The Pie Hole

LET’S TAKE THIS OUTSIDE

Glendale, CA 818.637.8982

[eDitoRiAl]

The Third Side of the Triangle
By David Goodwin

Regarding “The Other 
Side of the Triangle,” (Sep-
tember 2016), only a gradu-
ate student at an American 
university could write a piece 
so heartwarmingly shallow as 
Jordyn Rachel did: an inter-
view with Shama, a resident of 
the blighted triangle at Holly-
wood Boulevard and Vermont 
Avenue.

Rachel never asks Shama 
what she has done in the 18 
months she has lived at the 
triangle to try to get out of 
her situation, or if she has any 
plans for the next 18 months 
or whether she still be there in 
2025.  

Did Rachel offer to help 
Shama find a more productive 
existence? Or is Rachel con-
tent enabling Shama to con-
tinue her sad life?

Rachel never asks about 
other residents of the Trian-
gle and how long they have 
lived there and plan to con-
tinuing living there. Do any 
have criminal records, and if 
so, for what? Residential bur-
glary?  Assaultive crimes? Sex 
offenses?

Shama, in the piece, said 
she objects to the term “va-
grant,” commonly defined as 
“a person without a settled 
home or regular work who 
wanders from place to place 
and lives by begging.”

In the old days, a “va-
grant” would be told to move 
on, hence the wandering.  To-
day, Shama can remain in the 
median for years. 

Likewise, in days of yore 
such a person would be re-
duced to begging. Rachel nev-
er asks how Shama lives, but 
it is possible that instead of 
“begging,” requiring voluntary 
donations from the public, to-

day’s vagrant can demand sup-
port from the public in terms 
of entitlements. Forever?

Shama objects to the 
word, but has no shame living 
the life it describes.  

Rachel sees Shama as “in-
vesting” in the community by 
cleaning the triangle and help-
ing the other residents. This 
is not an “investment.”  It is 
slightly mitigating the nega-
tive impact of the tent city, 
the very problem the homeless 
residents created.  

If Shama wants to “in-
vest” in the community, let 
her landscape the rest of the 
triangle, or wash down urine 
drenched areas in front of 
Barnsdall, or get a garbage bag 
and pick up trash in Griffith 
Park for hours a day.

Homelessness is not vic-

timless. A homeless man 
named Steve lives in the door-
way of Copy Cat on Hillhurst 
Avenue. 

Every morning he walks 
up to Los Feliz, often ranting 
and threatening people sitting 
at one of our sidewalk cafes, 
telling them that one day they 
will be picking their teeth off 
the ground and other similar 
threats.  

I know of at least two 
former regular customers that 
one neighborhood café has lost 
because it is no longer pleasant 
to have their morning espresso 
there due to such rants. The 
owner works 10 hours a day to 
scrape by a living. The loss of 
the two customers amounts to 
a decline of $6 a day for the 
owner, or $1,800 a year. 

[ouR BReAD & ButteR]

The Rental Girl 
By Kimberly Gomez, Ledger Columnist

LOS FELIZ—It began in 2004 
when Liz McDonald, founder 
of The Rental Girl, had earned 
her real estate license and was 
asked to help a landlord find a 
renter for a vacant apartment. 

Twenty-four hours later—
barely more than it took for her 
to write the ad—she signed a 
deal with the new tenant. After 
this success, The Rental Girl 
had found a niche as a boutique 
real estate brokerage. 

Since then, McDonald’s 
cool marketing concepts and 
her easiest-to-navigate-ever 
website has matched hundreds 
of clients to homes.

“I was in my mid-20s, 
knew how to write a good ad, 
and related to renters’ experi-
ences, which is what makes us 
good at what we do,” said Mc-
Donald.

True to its business mod-
el, all of The Rental Girl’s leas-
ing agents work and live in 
the areas they represent, giv-
ing them the added connec-
tion to clients. Neighborhoods 
throughout Los Angeles are 
each operated by a unique in-
dividual California Licensed 
Real Estate agent.  

“Our agents are very in-
strumental in educating cli-
ents about the different neigh-
borhoods in Los Angeles,” said 
McDonald. “As a broker, the 
value that I bring is helping 
my agents market and brand 
themselves to set them apart 
from everybody else.” 

The Rental Girl’s solid 
can-do reputation for help-
ing customers on their rental 
search has grown to include 
customers looking to transi-
tion from renting to buying. 
McDonald works with agents 
one-on-one and provides her 
staff classes and resources to 
constantly improve their craft 
and hone their skills. 

“We were recruited from 

a bigger corporate 
company and we 
both really appre-
ciate that Liz has a 
ton of cool unique 
marketing ideas 
instead of the stale 
old school realtor 
mentality,” said 
agent Brita Kle-
ingartner, whose 
business with part-
ner, Mona Ghos-
sein has tripled 
in the six months 
since joining Mc-
Donald’s team. 
“We’ve grown as 
professionals and 
work with more 
confidence here.”

Team strat-
egy meetings and a 
collaborative work 
environment back 

up the strengths of The Rental 
Girl’s 18 agents. With some 
30,000 to 40,000 website hits 
a month, agents have a flour-
ishing platform to promote 
their listings. 

“She’s a mentor for all of 
us,” said Alexis Hilton, who 
has been with The Rental Girl 
for five years. “Our job is more 
creative and fun than I ever 
thought it could be.” 

McDonald said she addi-
tionally draws on the creativ-
ity of her staff. 

“We incorporate their 
ideas so they don’t need to 
check their personalities at the 
door,” she said. “I think what 
separates The Rental Girl from 
other brokerages is the agents 
all reflect the company and 
they embody who we are.”

Visit therentalgirl.com for 
rental listings or to find out 
more about joining The Rental 
Girl team.

The Rental Girl Marketing Team L-R: Brittany McDaniel, 
in-house graphic designer; Madilynn Beck Weant, Mar-
keting Director; Elizabeth McDonald, broker/owner 
and Dominique Hinman, executive assistant bring 
cool marketing and individuality to rental real estate. see EDITORIAL page 8
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3178 Glendale Boulevard,  L os Angeles, CA 90039   

323.906.0088    www.pilatesmetro.com

Visit us online for a Scary Good Deal !   
                   Save over $50!

Gelson’s Reboots
By Kathy A. McDonald, ledger Contributing Writer

SILVER LAKE—Now shop-
pers can wet their whistle 
with a cold craft brew or glass 
of wine before or after shop-
ping at the newly renovated 
Gelson’s market on Hyperion 
Avenue. 

The wine and beer coun-
ter, with a small tapas menu, 
replaces the magazine stand 
and table seating, and is one 
element of the store’s major in-
terior and exterior renovation.

“The wine and beer bar 
is a new concept for us at 
this location,” said Chuck 
Mayhugh, senior director 
of construction, design and 
maintenance at Gelson’s. “It 
was received very well at our 
Long Beach store,” he said of 
the decision to add 24 craft 

beers on tap in addition to 
wines by the glass. 

According to Mayhugh, 
the beer/wine bar is for pa-
trons 21-and-over only and 
consumption must be done in 
a designated area. 

The third and final 
phase of the months-long re-
model features a pizza oven 
and prepared items—salads, 
sandwiches and soups—by 
Wolfgang Puck; an expanded 
service deli; revamped meat 
and seafood cases; plus a poke 
(raw fish) bar and expanded 
sushi options. The popular 
salad bar is larger and has hot 
soups and chili, too.

At the store’s rear, newly 
installed refrigerated cases 
with LED lights replace open 

cases. The revised displays al-
low for more dairy and pre-
packaged deli selections, ac-
cording to Mayhugh. 

This is the first major re-
model of the facility since it 
was re-branded as a Gelson’s 
in 2003. The Arden Group has 
owned and operated the store 
for decades. 

Outside, there’s new 
paint, awnings and eventually 
outdoor seating. Also, coming 
soon to the shopping center: 
a Starbucks—with outdoor 
seating—in the corner long 
occupied by the Song Hay 
Inn. 

Expect the parking lot to 
be reconfigured somewhat in 
the coming weeks to accom-
modate Starbucks.

[theAteR RevieW]

A View From the Bridge is a 
New Take on an American Classic
By Marilyn tower oliver, ledger theater Critic

From the opening scene of 
A View from the Bridge, Arthur 
Miller’s 1950s tragedy now 
onstage at the Ahmanson, one 
has a feeling of impending 
doom. 

The story begins when Ed-
die, returning from his work 
as a longshoreman, is greeted 
by Catherine, his orphaned 
17-year-old niece, who leaps 
into his arms. It is evident that 
he has incestuous feelings for 
her.

Eddie becomes angry 
when Catherine says she is 
getting a job, but his wife cau-
tions him that Catherine is 
growing up and he needs to 
back off.

The tension is height-
ened when Marco and Rodol-
pho, two Sicilian relatives of 
his wife, arrive to stay in the 
house and work on the docks. 
Eddie become furious when 
he sees the immediate attrac-
tion between Catherine and 

Rodolpho.  
Eddie tells a family friend 

that he wants to protect his 
niece, but his tragic flaw is 
that he cannot acknowledge 
his forbidden obsession.

The stark set is reminis-
cent of a boxing ring, yet cre-
ates the feeling of an ancient 
Greek amphitheater. There are 
no props. A door at the rear 
opens into darkness.

A View from the Bridge 
was brought from London to 
Broadway, where it won two 
Tony awards in 2016 for Best 
Revival of Play and Best Di-
rection by Ivo van Hove. 

 
A View from the Bridge, 

Ahmanson Theatre, 135 
North Grand Avenue, through 
October 16th, 8 p.m. Tuesday-
Fridays; 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. Sat-
urdays; 1 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
Sundays. Tickets $25-$125. 
(323) 972-4400 or centerthe-
ater.org

Winner of two 2016 Tony Awards,  the production of Arthur Miller’s A View From 
the Bridge directed by Ivo Van Hove is now playing at the Ahmanson Theater. 
Photo courtesy of Center Theatre Group. 

Carol Carrig, IHM (Sister Mary Carol) died on August 20 in 
Santa Barbara.  Cancer claimed her life at age 83.  Carol had 
served as principal of Our Mother of Good Counsel School 
for seven years and attended several class reunions.  She 
was a member of the Immaculate Heart Community for 66 
years.

Carol was born on New Year’s day, 1933, in Omaha, NE, the 
only child of Betty and Charles Carrig, who moved to Los 
Angeles in 1936.  She attended Catholic elementary schools 
and was a graduate of Bishop Conaty H.S.  After graduation 
in 1950, Carol entered the Sisters of the Immaculate Heart; 
her first mission was to Our Lady of Fatima, Artesia; then, 
to Our Lady Queen of Angels H.S. in Los Angeles.  She then 
taught English and Journalism at Conaty H.S. and chaired 
the English Dept; then she was assigned to Our Mother of 
Good Counsel School.   It was there that Corita created the 
“Beatitudes” banner that was displayed at the Vatican Pa-
vilion in the 1964 World’s fair, NYC.  In Santa Barbara Carol 
was principal of Marymount School for four years.

Carol received her BA from Immaculate Heart College and 

her MA in Religious Studies from UCSB, where she began 
doctoral studies in confluent education.  She suspended 
work on her dissertation when she and her husband, Mi-
chael Terry, served in Uganda for four years as missionaries 
through the Volunteer Missionary Movement.  Returning to 
the U.S., Carol was employed at La Casa de Maria Retreat 
Center, then at Bishop Garcia H.S. Single again, Carol con-
tinued to pursue her interest in centering prayer and served 
as the Director of the IHM Center for Spiritual Renewal in 
Montecito for 13 years. At CSR she developed relationships 
with individuals and groups that experienced the hospital-
ity of the staff and renewed their spiritual life. 

Carol loved to travel, visit relatives and friends, and en-
joyed simple pleasures like walking on the beach, reading, 
listening to music.  She made time for private retreats and 
participated in programs at La Casa de Maria, nurturing her 
life of prayer and contemplation.  As a spiritual director she 
was guide and friend to many.  A gentle woman, Carol pos-
sessed a deep sense of gratitude and being blessed by the 
kindness and generosity of her many friends.  Her contacts 
and friendships spanned decades and distances. She created 
community wherever she served and graced the lives of all 
who knew her.

With gratitude, the Immaculate Heart Community acknowl-
edges the caring of many in the Santa Barbara community 
who comforted Carol and accompanied her in her final year 
and days on earth. 

A celebration of Carol’s life took place in the Chapel at La 
Casa de Maria in Montecito on Monday, September 5th 
and a liturgy to celebrating Carol’s life was held at Our 
Mother of Good Counsel Church, Los Angeles, on Saturday, 
September 24th.

To honor the life of Carol Carrig, IHM, donations may be 
made to Immaculate Heart Community, 5515 Franklin Ave., 
Los Angeles, CA 90028.

CAROL CARRIG, IHM   January 1, 1933 – August 20, 2016

Steve is not the only 
“shouter” who roams our 
area insulting and threaten-
ing people.  

And there’s more. 
Recently, I saw someone 

empty a garbage can looking 
for something. He did not 
replace the garbage back into 
the bin, which remained scat-
tered on the sidewalk. 

Others have been seen 
walking in the middle of the 
street, ranting and blocking 
traffic and my wife recently 
saw someone defecating on 
Kenmore near Franklin av-
enues. 

I take buses at least five 
days a week. When it is hot, 
it would be nice to have a 
bench to rest my aged and ar-
thritic joints. But many bus 
stops have been taken over by 
Shama’s extended family, like 

those at Echo Park and Sun-
set boulevards; Franklin and 
Vermont avenues and Ver-
mont Avenue and Hollywood 
Boulevard. The number of bus 
stops that I know that have 
become Metro-run Airbnbs is 
too long to list. 

Finally, in another article 
in the same issue of the Los Fe-
liz Ledger it is explained that 
the triangle was not intended 
to be a park, but a “median.” 

When I was in Tel Aviv 
many years ago I saw mini-
parks in intersections where 
multiple streets came together. 
They were charming spots 
where people would sit in the 
shade amid a landscaped area. 

I wondered why we 
couldn’t have that in the Unit-
ed States. Now I know.

Goodwin is a resident of Los 
Feliz. 

EDITORIAL from page 7
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[eAstsiDe eye] 

italian American Museum of l.A. opens
By Kathy A. McDonald, ledger Columnist

After two decades in de-
velopment, the Italian Ameri-
can Museum of Los Angeles 
(IAMLA) opened its doors 
to a new permanent home at 
the 108-year-old Italian Hall 
in August. The Italian Hall 
gleams again with a restored 
façade and interiors. In the 
early 20th century, it was the 
community center for Italian 
immigrants in the region. To-
day, it is part of the El Pueblo 
de Los Angeles Historic Mon-
ument, located on the west 
side and above the shops and 
restaurants of Olvera Street.

Interactive exhibits chron-
icle Italian immigrants’ contri-

bution to the city and nation’s 
arts, culture and political life. 

A local connection runs 
deep. Many Italians migrated to 
Los Feliz post-war –witness area 
restaurants like Sarno Bakery, 
Palermo and the long-gone Mi-
lano on Hillhurst Avenue. 

Silver Lake-raised Mari-
anna Gatto is IAMLA’s execu-
tive director. She spearheaded 
the museum’s build-out and 
programming over the course 
of 11 years.

“We’re information dense 
and quite proud of that,” said 
Gatto of the social history mu-
seum’s hi-tech, interactive ex-
hibitions.

The kinetic photographic 
displays are arranged chrono-
logically and thematical-
ly—from the birth of Little 
Italys in Southern California, 
through Prohibition, to the 
current day. 

There are close to 100 ar-
tifacts featured. Highlights in-
clude a Versace dressing gown 
on loan from Lady Gaga (born 
Stefani Joanne Angelina Ger-
manotta), Rudolph Valenti-
no’s typewriter and traditional 
garments brought by pioneer-
ing immigrant families.

Tablets connected to the 
displays allow visitors to fur-
ther explore themes from the 
pioneer days of the 1800s to 
contemporary contributions. 
Hollywood stereotyping is ex-
plored as well as prejudice di-
rected towards the group. 

“They were the immi-
grants of the day,” said Gatto, 
and often characterized as eco-
nomic and political threats.

During WWII, Italian-
Americans were declared en-
emy aliens, and more than 
600,000 were required to reg-
ister as such, including famed 
Yankee slugger Joe DiMag-
gio’s parents. 

They were also banned 
from fishing along the coast 
and had to move inland, much 
like Japanese-Americans. A 
mix of images, text and per-
sonal items bring these and 
other historic incidents to life.

Three galleries will host 
temporary exhibitions in the 
IAMLA’s Arts & Crafts-style 
interior complete with brick 
fireplace and refinished pine 
plank wood floors. The build-
ing’s original tiling is at the 
entrance and its century-old 
etched transom window is on 
display—an unexpected dis-
covery during the building’s 
seismic retrofit.

Complementing the brick-
pine floor-and-mortar mu-
seum is its online component 
and downloadable curriculum 
developed for educators. Gatto 
said she expects the museum’s 
entire collection to be search-
able online by the end of 2017.

“We showcase the city’s 
history through lens of the 
Italian-American immigrant 
experience,” she said.

Admission free. Open 
Tuesday-Saturday 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m., 644 N. Main St., Italian-
hall.org. The major fundraiser 
for the organization, Taste of 
Italy, will be held October 1 
from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. Tickets 
are available through the web-
site and at the door.

IAMLA chronicles the contributions Italian immigrants have brought to Los An-
geles. Photo: Courtesy of IAMLA.

Local BID
Seeks Triangle 
Proposals
By Erin Hickey
Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELIZ—The East Holly-
wood Business Improvement 
District (EHBID) is seeking 
proposals for the Vermont Tri-
angle median redesign, after 
their initial concept—which 
included the removal of four 
crosswalks to the median—
was poorly received on social 
media and by some neighbor-
hood organizations.

The redesign is intended 
to mitigate the influx of home-
less encampments at the Tri-
angle—located at the intersec-
tion of Hollywood Boulevard 
and Vermont and Prospect 
avenues—since its $800,000 
redesign in 2008. 

At a September 20th Los 
Feliz Neighborhood Council 
(LFNC) meeting, the board 
voted to send a letter to Los 
Angles City Councilmem-
bers David Ryu and Mitch 
O’Farrell opposing the EH-
BID’s concept.

Among the board’s prima-
ry concerns were issues of cost 
and safety. 

The LFNC objected to the 
see TRIANGLE page 16
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Griffith Park Adult Community Center Calendar

Sunset Hall - Curriculum and Advocacy 

Programs for 
free-thinking older 

adults (323) 660-5277

Conversational 
Spanish at GPACC on 
Thursdays at 3:00-4:30

Thanks to our ad sponsor Sunset Hall. They offer...

Wednesday, October 19, 2016, 12:00 – 2:30 pm, 
Lunch, General Meeting at Friendship Auditorium

Doors open at 11:45 
Program: “Measure M” The new LA City and County Metro 
Plan on the November ballot and its impact on older adults  

You can sign up for lunch at GPACC between 10:30 and 11:30 am 
or call (323) 644-5579

Join us at our annual Halloween Event – Friday, October 28
4:00 – 8:00 at GPACC 

Delicious Palermo’s Dinner ($20), Accordion Music by the Great Sherman, 
Costume Parade, Raffle Prizes, Decorated Pumpkin Contest, 

Bingo with Prizes and more

The Lunch Program: Lunch is served 5 days a week at the Center.  
$2 is the donation for those over 60 years. $4 for less than 60 years. 

Daily lunch is served at 12 pm. Come in for coffee and sign in at 10:30.

For Information on the Griffith Park Adult Community 
Club and getting a newsletter, call Stephanie Vendig at 

(323) 667-3043, or e-mail at vendig@sbcglobal.net

GPACC is located at 3203 Riverside Dr., just south of Los Feliz Bl.

[senioR MoMents]

Public and Private Collaboration Create 
More Community
By Stephanie Vendig, Ledger Columnist

Creating a 
“Livable Community” does 
not fall on the shoulders of 
the public domain alone. Cit-
izens, mainly through infor-
mal and formal associations, 
often provide the impetus 
for innovation or renewal. It 
is important to promote and 
acknowledge that individu-
als and groups in partnership 
with government entities are 
also implementing changes 
that make our communities 
more safe and enjoyable.  

Volunteers on neighbor-
hood councils, with help from 
the city, are focusing on mak-
ing government more acces-
sible to community needs. 

In many of our communi-
ties, neighborhood improve-
ment associations partner with 
the city to facilitate enhance-
ment of their neighborhoods. 
For example, the community 
can enjoy an exhibit of histori-
cal photos collected and orga-
nized by the volunteers of the 
Los Feliz Improvement Assoc., 
but it takes place at the local 
Los Feliz Library, a public en-
tity. This is partnership. 

Creating public spaces 

where people can gather safely 
and enjoy each other’s com-
pany is another way to form a 
public/private partnership that 

enhances a community’s liv-
ability. 

The Silver Lake Improve-
ment Assoc. (SLIA), founded 
in 1989, has partnered with 
the city to create and maintain 
the Sunset Triangle Plaza—an 
area now dedicated to outdoor 
cafes, a farmer’s market and a 
location that even shows mov-
ies during the summer. 

 Another project of the 
SLIA that utilizes public 
space and assistance is at 

Laurel and Hardy Park at 
900 Vendome St. Across 
the park, there is a special 
stairway, part of an exten-

sive system of Silver Lake 
stairways. This particular 
stairway is called “The Music 
Box Steps,” after Laurel and 
Hardy—movie icons of the 
‘20s—created the 1932 Os-
car-winning short film The 
Music Box, making the steps 
famous. 

The 29-minute film de-
picted this comedy team at-
tempting to deliver a player 
piano 133 stairs up to a hilltop 
house, with hilarious results. 

SLIA boardmember Vincent 
Brook got the idea in 1995 to 
create an annual free celebra-
tion of this film. 

With the assistance of Los 
Angeles City Council Dis-
tricts 4 and 13, the Silver Lake 
Neighborhood Council, non-
profit organizations and local 
businesses and residents, the 
22nd annual festival will take 

place Saturday, October 15th, 
from 12 noon to 4 p.m. to cel-
ebrate this film. 

In addition to multiple 
screenings of the film, the 
festival will feature Laurel & 
Hardy look-alikes, free food, 
a magic show, educational 
presentations and displays and 
raffle prizes, donated by res-
taurants and local businesses.

RCFE Lic. 197608468, 197608466, 197608467, 198601646, 565801746, 197608291 © 2016 Belmont Village, L.P.

belmontvillage.com

The Community Built for Life.®

BURBANK  |  ENCINO  |  HOLLYWOOD HILLS 

RANCHO PALOS VERDES  |  WESTWOOD  |  THOUSAND OAKS

Distinctive Residential Settings | Chef-Prepared Dining and Bistro

Premier Health and Wellness Programs | Award-Winning Memory Care

Professionally Supervised Therapy and Rehabilitation Services 

When the symptoms of dementia affect a loved one, it can  
be confusing and heartbreaking. Created in partnership with  
leading universities, Belmont Village memory programs help 

residents and family members focus on what is there — not what 
is lost. Through uniquely personalized care and research-based 

exercises and activities, our specially trained staff provides  
the structure and support you both need.

He'll always be your dad.

Winner of the Argentum 2016 Best of the Best and George Mason University Healthcare  
Awards for the Circle of Friends© memory program for Mild Cognitive Impairment.

LozFeliz_memory_2016.indd   1 7/14/16   10:09 PM

Long-time Silver Lake activist, Vincent Brook, dreamed up Music Box Day to cel-
ebrate a very special set of steps where Laurel and Hardy filmed their 1932 Oscar 
winning film short, “The Music Box.” Photo: Michael Locke.
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2720 Hollyridge Drive | $1,499,000

NEW LISTING

The Oaks of Los Feliz | $14,950,000

6464 Odin Street | $1,479,000 12065 Laurel Terrace | $1,299,000

5743 Spring Oak Drive | $2,725,000 9743 Elderidge Drive | $2,169,000

SHERRI ROGERS 

srogers@RSRrealestate.com 

323.810.1473

bre #01420104 

ANTHONY STELLINI 

astellini@RSRrealestate.com

310.963.4205 

bre #01710680

ELISA RITT

eritt@RSRrealestate.com 

310.308.4287

bre #01410040 www.RSRrealestate.com

PRICE REDUCTION IN ESCROW

NEW LISTING IN ESCROW

Condo Prices Down in our Area, Except for Los Feliz
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer 

Southern California real 
estate sales in August 2016 
were up 8% from July and 
up nearly 10% from the same 
time last year, according to 
Core Logic, a real estate analy-
sis firm out of La Jolla, CA.

The month’s strong sales 
were “the highest for August 
in a decade,” said Andrew 
LePage, a research analyst 
with CoreLogic, in a released 
statement. 

According to LePage, “job 
growth, low interest rates, 
household formation and oth-
er factors helped drive up ac-
tivity” for the month, as well 
as a timing advantage result-
ing from this July having “five 
weekends and fewer business 
days than usual, probably re-
sulting in a significant number 
of transactions being recorded 
in August rather than July.”

Prices, too, were up this 

August, more than 6% from 
August of last year, though 
they were unchanged from the 
previous month. The median 
price paid for homes sold in 
Southern California this Au-
gust was $465,000. 

According to LePage, 
“The median sale price has ris-
en on a year-over-year basis for 
nearly four and a half years, 
and the gain in August was 
right in line with the average 
year-over-year increase.”

However, said LePage, 
“[I]t’s possible that Southern 
California’s median sale price 
has already peaked for the 
year,” as August’s median of 
$465,000 “has held steady for 
the last three months. Histori-
cally, the median sale price has 
most often peaked in one of 
the summer months.”

Locally, August home 
prices were up across the board 

in our coverage area from last 
year, while condo prices were 
mostly down—with the ex-
ception of Los Feliz’s 90027, 
which saw a significant in-
crease in median condo prices 
from the same time last year. 

There were 86 single-family 
homes and 18 condos sold in 
our coverage area this August, 
according to Core Logic data. 

Echo Park’s 90026 zip 
code had the most homes 
sold, 28, at a median price of 
$830,000—up 11.6% from 
August 2015. 

The same area saw only 
two condo sales this July, at 
a median price of $531,000, 
down 13% from August 2015’s 
median. 

Meanwhile, In the Hol-
lywood Hills’ 90068 zip code, 
25 single family homes sold 
this August at a median price 
of $1.465 million, up more 

than 14% from last August. 
Additionally, six condos sold 
in 90068 for a median price 
of $493,000, a decrease of 
slightly more than 5% from 
last July. 

Los Feliz’s 90027 zip code 
saw 17 homes sell, for a me-
dian price of $1.525 million, 
up nearly 6% from August of 
last year.

The median condo price 
in the area went up from last 

August as well, a whopping 
52.9% to $630,000 for the five 
condos sold. 

16 homes sold in Silver 
Lake’s 90039 zip code, at a 
median price of $933,000, up 
3.6% from July of last year.

However, August condo 
prices for the zip code were 
down nearly 20% from the 
previous year, to a median 
price of $630,000 for the sev-
en sold. 

3167 Rowena Ave., a Los Feliz triplex, recently sold for $1.56 million. Barbara Al-
len with Coldwell Banker represented the buyer and Matthew Morgus with So-
theby’s International Realty represented the seller.



©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  
Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker Logo, Coldwell Banker Previews International® and the Coldwell Banker Previews International Logo, are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Broker does not guarantee the accuracy of square footage, lot size or 
other information concerning the condition or features of property provided by seller or obtained from public records or other sources, and the buyer is advised to independently verify the accuracy of that information through personal inspection and with appropriate professionals.

Wilshire Corridor 
$3,250,000
Chic NY inspired 2+den at The Carlyle w/ Priv Elev 
Access, FDR, Gran Kit, & Sweeping Vus!
James Hancock & Jane Siegal  (310) 777-6351

West Hollywood 
$588,000
Spacious sunny 1+1 condo in serene & coveted 
WeHo complex. Officially  a Walker’s Paradise
Richard H Parrot  (310) 278-9470

Sunset Strip 
$8,250,000
Iconic Entertainer’s dream home offering jaw-drop-
ping panoramic views above the Strip.
Stephan Sean Illouz  (424) 279-2477

Silver Lake 
$1,599,000
Prem SLK Quintessential Mid-Cent Arch in /Renov 
2+2 w/studio & mostly flat lot over 10K SF
Grace Gaerlan  (323) 428-9747

Miracle Mile 
$1,800,000
Monterey Colonial 2-Story, Amazing opportunity - 
first time on the market in 50 years!
Naomi & Leah  (323) 860-4259 x4245

Los Feliz 
$825,000
Resurgence of “Cool” in Los Feliz. 1bd + 2bth w/ 
views of Los Feliz hills to DTLA skyline.
Isaac Fast & Claudia Hipolito  (323) 791-5553

Los Angeles 
$899,000
Big house, spacious lot, endless possibilities! nearby 
everything Echo Park has to offer.
Yolanda Querubin  (323) 210-1419

Los Angeles 
$695,000
Amazing views provide perfect backdrop to this 
Highland Park duplex w/ great potential.
Vahan Saroians  (323) 497-6655

Los Angeles 
$489,000
Just Reduced! Lincoln Heights Duplex, close to 
shops & eateries with plenty of potential!
John Anthony Christopher  (323) 906-2468

Los Angeles 
$350,000
2 Detached single family residences on huge lot 
with great income and room for expansion!
Sergio Flores  (323) 665-5841

Hollywood Hills 
$5,795,000
2519 Carman Crest | Flawlessly updated 4+4 Mid-
Century modern with incredible views.
Galina Blackman  (310) 281-3642

Hollywood Hills 
$1,295,000
Fantastic Hollywood Dell view home. 3 bed/3 bath | 
kerrymarsico.com
Kerry Marsico  (213) 700-6515

Hancock Park 
$3,559,000
Architect Paul R. Williams. Grand style with sophis-
tication, updated kitchen and bathrooms
Chris Abbott  (323) 210-1430

Hancock Park 
$3,189,000
Luxury California indoor/outdoor retreat replete w/
pool & large deck.5+5. 639NorthJune.com
Loveland Carr Properties  (323) 460-7606

Hancock Park 
$2,299,000
Gorgeous Spanish Duplex In Desirable Hancock 
Park! Two 3bd+2bth units w/ amazing upgrades.
Tim Tighe  (614) 638-6418

Hancock Park 
$1,980,000
Beautifully remodeled, Traditional style home. 
4BD+4BA, Appx. 2,811 SF, 6,608 lot size.
June Ahn  (323) 855-5558

Hancock Park 
$1,699,000
Elegant 1925 Country English home on a tree-lined 
block.. Bonus studio space. 3bds+2bas.
James R Hutchison  (323) 460-7637

Encino 
$795,000
Elegant English Traditional in Encino. Enter This 
Inviting Updated House. 3bd+2.5baths.
Vahe A Shaghzo  (310) 777-6200

Elysian Valley 
$549,000
River community, Southwestern style bungalow. 
Great location near DTLA and Dodger Stadium.
Esau Tenorio & Peter Celli  (323) 906-2477

Beverlywood 
$879,000
Art Deco home on market for the first time in 70 
yrs! Rear yard w/ patio for entertaining
Ken Winick  (323) 906-2431
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HABITAT 6
LIVE WELL

6 MODERN HOMES 
BUILT FOR BETTER
LIVING

323-671-2304 
Habitat6.com

Co-listed with Sonya Coke
Sotheby’s International Realty

Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associated and are not employees of So-
theby’s International Realty, Inc. Boni Bryant CalBRE 01245334. Joe Reichling CalBRE 01427385. Sonya Coke CalBRE 01277084.

1829 N Kenmore Ave. Los Feliz

[house & holMes]

Closet Capers
By Rob Loos, Ledger Columnist

I hate that tele-
vision com-
mercial where 

the impossibly handsome 
couple gets dressed inside their 
spacious wood-paneled closet. 
In our house, everything is so 
tightly packed into our 1920s 
era closet that finding a piece 
of clothing is tough enough; 
physically standing inside the 
closet is an impossible goal. 

My wife and I recently 
gave up on the idea of shar-
ing a closet because it was 
much like trying to pack for a 
month-long trip in a tote bag. 

She offered to use the clos-
et in our bedroom and I would 
get the closet down the hall. 

I rearranged my shirts 
from dress shirts to golf shirts 
to T-shirts. Then I color-cod-
ed everything from white to 
khaki to all the way through 
the rainbow. I was proud as 
I loaded my super-organized 
hangers into our three-foot by 
four-foot hall closet.

Then I discovered a big-
ger problem. The hall closet 
did not have a working light. 
I replaced the bulb, but that 
wasn’t the snag. I used my 
handy-dandy Voltage Detec-

tor and confirmed my worst 
fear—the light socket was 
dead. 

I tried to use the closet 
without a light, but in the 
dark, all of the colors looked 

the same. This was a huge 
problem—and not just for my 
fashion sense. I couldn’t see 
what I knew to be the differ-
ent colored electrical wires at-
tached to the socket and had 
no idea what they actually did. 

Ever since I blew up our 
fuse box by using the micro-
wave, the toaster, and the 
blender at the same time, I’ve 
been confident that I should 
not be playing with electrical 
wires.

So I did what I always do 
when I am faced with a home 
improvement problem—I 
called my friend Dave. 

To say Dave is just a con-

tractor is like saying George 
Clooney is just a movie actor. 
Like Clooney, Dave makes his 
way through life with dashing 
good looks, an amazing sense 
of modesty, and the ability to 
make anything he says sound 
ingenious.

I told Dave my problem 
and luckily he had a better idea.

“Battery lights,” he said. 
I had no idea what he was 

talking about.
“Go to the hardware 

store,” said Dave, “and get 
those push lights that take two 
batteries and stick right onto 
the wall.” 

Dave was right.  I put two 
round battery lights in the 
closet and now I can easily 
tell my black T-shirt signed by 
Thomas Dolby from my white 
T-shirt signed by Captain 
Kangaroo. 

All of which once again 
goes to prove, if I can’t fig-
ure it out—and I know that I 
can’t—my friend Dave can.

[Keen to Be gReen]

Cucumber Conundrums & 
Date Dilemmas 
By Meher McArthur, ledger Columnist

Recently while 
at Trader Joe’s, I found myself 
standing frozen in front of the 
Persian cucumbers, unable to 
make a decision. This happens 
to me a lot when I try to buy 
organic food without heavy 
packaging. 

My problem was that the 
organic Persian cucumbers were 

sold in hard plastic “clamshell” 
containers, while the non-or-
ganic Persian cucumbers were 
less heavily packaged in Ziploc-
style plastic bags. 

I have had similar issues 
in a number of grocery stores, 
from Target to 365, when buy-
ing produce. Though I try to 
avoid fruit grown too far from 
here, it seems that even fruit 
and veggies produced rela-
tively close by seem to require 
more armor to protect them 
in transit than ever before. 
How damaged can a bunch of 

grapes or Medjool dates really 
get in a delivery truck? 

When I gently confronted 
a Trader Joe’s staffer about this 
conundrum, he kindly offered 
to recycle the container for me 
and let me take the cucumbers 
home container-less, but this 
doesn’t solve the problem. 

Valuable natural resources 

and energy are used first to 
make the container and then 
to recycle it, so it doesn’t mat-
ter whose blue trashcan the 
container is tossed into. 

The same staffer gave me 
the phone number for the cor-
porate office and agreed that if 
enough consumers complain, 
things will change. I called the 
office, but am still waiting for 
a response. I didn’t buy those 
over-packaged cucumbers. 
Perhaps if nobody does, gro-
cery stores will get the message 
and reduce the plastic.

Valuable natural resources and energy are 
used first to make the container and then to 

recycle it, so it doesn’t matter whose blue 
trashcan the container is tossed into.

Ever since I blew up our fuse box by using 
the microwave, the toaster, and the blender at 

the same time, i’ve been confident that i should 
not be playing with electrical wires.



LOS FELIZ BROKERAGE | 323.665.1700
Marc Giroux, Vice President | Brokerage Manager

1801 North Hillhurst Avenue | Los Angeles, CA 90027

sothebyshomes.com/losangeles 
Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks 

used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.

LOS FELIZ | 5510 Red Oak Drive | New Listing
web: 0285973 | $12,500/month
Gorgeous Spanish home, designed by Steve 
Mizuki in 2009, in the Oaks of Los Feliz. Boasting 
4bd/4ba, Oak plank floors, huge kitchen and more.
Rosemary Low 323.660.5885

LOS FELIZ |  1957 Laughlin Park Drive | New Listing
web: 0286758 | $15,900/month
Elegant 3bd/4ba and a media room contempo-
rary Mediterranean villa with park-like grounds 
and a large sparkling pool with hot tub.
Manvel Tabakian | Nadia de Winter 323.376.2222

LOS FELIZ | 3350 Wood Terrace | New Listing
web: 0286764 | $3,795/month
Wonderful Los Feliz cottage 2bd/1ba home on a 
private u shaped street on the foothills located 
below Los Feliz blvd. Very special.
Konstantine Valissarakos 323.252.9451

LOS FELIZ | 3279 Lowry Road
web: 0286583 | $1,800/month
Guest House. Private single home perched atop 
garages large single room, w/decorative fireplace 
& mantle, kitchen, stove & refrigerator. 3/4 bath, 
Judy Dionzon 323.394.2330

LOS FELIZ | 2340 North Vermont | New Listing
web: 0308735 | $4,490,000
Gated Mediterranean Estate Circa 1935. Gor-
geous pool & completely separate guest house.
Jeffrey Young 213.819.9630

LOS FELIZ | 2054 Dracena Drive | New Listing
web: 0286754 | $3,820,000
Lovely Traditional styled, 12 unit bldg. All 1bd/1ba 
apartments. Excellent growth potential.
Judy Dionzon 323.394.2330

LOS FELIZ | 1422 Talmadge Street | New Listing
web: 0286753 | $1,980,000
Contemporary 8 unit building. 1950’s built. 8 - 
1bd/ 1ba units. Great potential. Near restaurants, 
grocery stores, transportation and more.
Judy Dionzon 323.394.2330

VALLEY VILLAGE | 11566 Morrison Street | SOLD
Listed at $1,795,000
This celebrity-owned home, located on a Magnolia-
lined street, is a stunningly elegant newer 5 Bed 
and 4.5 Bath Contemporary Mediterranean
Manvel Tabakian | Nadia de Winter 323.376.2222

HOLLYWOOD HILLS EAST | 2644 Hollyridge Drive
web: 0286768 | $1,459,000
3bd/2ba Hollywoodland character Spanish circa 
1926 w/flat yard in a magical hilltop surrounded by 
spectacular views. A classic vintage home.
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

ECHO PARK | 2023 Lemoyne Street | SOLD
Listed at $1,250,000
At the top of Echo Park and its vistas of LA skyline, 
resides a mid-90’s architectural designed home w/
social mixing in mind. Modern concept, be home.
Jeffrey Young 213.819.9630

SILVER LAKE | 2201 India Street | New Listing
web: 0286760 | $939,000
2 units that are ideal for an owner occupier or for 
an investor. There are 2 separate houses , one 2 
bedroom, 1 bath and 1 bedroom, 1 bath.
Rosemary Low 323.660.5885

LOS FELIZ | 5652 Valley Oak | New Listing
web: 0308815 | $1,198,000
This Oaks address is an awe-inspiring retreat from 
the city & can be found among the most beautifully 
picturesque homes of Los Feliz and Hollywood.
Jeffrey Young 213.819.9630

PASADENA | 1588 Corson Street | SOLD
Listed at $798,000
Sold over asking. Lovingly redone California 
contemporary bungalow. 4bd/2ba, high ceilings, 
FDR, breakfast area, pool, spa and yard.
Rosemary Low 323.660.5885

ECHO PARK | 2375 North Alvarado Street
web: 0286727  | $695,000
Drive on to your own private gated circa 1921 
rustic mini compound in a great area of Echo 
Park! 2+1 main house with 1+1 guest.  
Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

SILVER LAKE | web: 0286771 | 1809 Lucile Avenue | Listed at $1,395,000 | New Listing
Modernist hillside duplex above Sunset Junction. Designed by architect Edward Richard Lind.
Rob Kallick 323.775.6305

HOLLYWOOD HILLS EAST | 3311 Ledgewood Drive
web: 0286746 | $2,950,000
Gated, private & serene Spanish Villa c. 1926 
with a mix of period details and updated luxury.
Mia Coveny 310.871.1607

LOS FELIZ | Wallace Neff Villa | New Listing
web: 0286641 | $4,397,000
Circa 1924 gated Spanish Colonial Masterpiece 
restored to perfection. 5bd/6ba, pool, view. 
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725



ELAS ROF

Four New Homes in Silver Lake with Panoramic Vistas   

1041 Manzanita St, Silver Lake 
3 BED |  3.5 BATH  |  CALL FOR PRICING

Enchanting Fourplex in Prime Silver Lake

2247 Glendale Blvd, Silver Lake 
5 BED + BONUS |  4 BATH  |  $2,150,000 

4427 Mont Eagle Pl,  Eagle Rock 
4 BED |  2.5 BATH  |  $1,199,000

Stunning Remodeled Fourplex with Views

1119 W. Kensington Rd, Echo Park 
7 BED |  5 BATH  |  $1,890,000

Architectural Home in Atwater Village

4280 Perlita Ave, Atwater Village

Tracy Do
–
Leading the way in Eastside 
home sales. Setting the standard. 
I provide exceptional service to 
every client, with a commitment 
to your goals and the resources 
to achieve them.   
 

Tracy Do
tracy@tracydo.com

323.842.4001

3 BED |  2.5 BATH  |  $895,000

www.tracydo.com

Eagle Rock Modern with Sweeping Views   

Mediterranean Revival with Old World Charm

1901 N. Hobart Blvd, Los Feliz 
4 BED |  3.5 BATH  |  $1,599,000

963 Lucile Ave,  Silver Lake 
4 BED |  1 BATH  |  $995,000

Contemporary Townhome in Silver Lake 

2139 Griffith Park Bl, Silver Lake 
2 BED |  2.5 BATH  |  $729,000

Silver Lake Craftsman, Ready to Shine   

CalBRE #01991628
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GRAND OPENING
6 NEW ARCHITECTURALLY-DESIGNED

SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES IN BEACHWOOD CANYON

From $1,049,000

32 3 .42 2 .2 244  |  panoramaho l l ywood .com

Chr i s  F u r s tenberg
bre#  0 1 208924

Furnished Model Home

1922 N. Carmen Avenue

Beachwood Canyon

Purchase by October 16, 2016 and 
Receive $10,000 in Closing Costs.*

*Buyer will receive a credit of $10,000 toward closing costs at the close of escrow if purchase 
by October 16, 2016 and obtain a loan through Wells Fargo Home Mortgage. Prices and terms 
subject to change. Please see sales representative for details.

I   
just turned 29!  Twenty-nine years in 
local real estate that is.  It’s been an 
“interesting” journey to say the least.  I’ve 
viewed thousands of homes—been in 

and out of major recessions—closed hundreds 
and hundreds of escrows—and helped clients 
on more blocks than I can count.  The pins on 
this map represent successful sales I’ve guided 
clients through—not counting the first ten years 
of my career!

Despite my years of experience, every 
transaction presents a new twist.  This sort of 
challenge keeps my blood flowing and affirms 
my belief that reasonable people can resolve 
extraordinary problems reasonably.  What gives 

lots of realtor choices when you likely make 
the largest and most complicated financial 
decision of your life.  When you make your next 
real estate move, consider my experience, my 
neighborhood expertise, my marketing skills, 
my professionalism,  my attentive personal 
service—and my track record.

Let’s work together!  

I’ve Been Around the Blocks, 
and Blocks, and Blocks, 
and Blocks…

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell 
Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and operated by 
NRT LLC.  All rights reserved.  If your property is listed with another broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.  
CalBRE license #:   00971211.

me joy is helping my neighbors solve the seemingly 
insoluble by sharing what I know works.  Everything else 
is a byproduct.

Today there are three times more real estate agents per 
capita than when I began my career.  I know you have 

Richard Stanley
#1 Agent - Los Feliz Office, 
2015 and 1995-2009
Estates Director
Architectural and Historic Properties 
Specialist

rstanley@coldwellbanker.com
213 300-4567  cell / voice mail

for every area of the city. 
Locally, funds from this 

tax, per that assessment, could 
be used for building a new 
park near the intersection of 
Normandie Avenue and Hol-
lywood Boulevard, repairing 
trails in Runyon Canyon and 
replacing the Elysian Valley 
Recreation Center.

In the greater Wilshire 
Hancock Park area, the funds 
could be used for building two 
new parks and replacing the 
aquatics facility at the Eleanor 
Green Roberts Aquatic Cen-
ter, south of the area on Pico 
Boulevard.

 Additionally, the poten-
tial project lists for all areas in-
cludes upgrading accessibility 
for the disabled and convert-
ing existing park lighting to 
LED lighting.

Construction of a youth 
baseball field in Griffith Park, 
which city officials have said 
no longer has enough fund-
ing to break ground, was not 
included in the county’s assess-
ment. The project was revised 
after a lengthy legal challenge to 
consist of one youth sized field, 
instead of two, in the Crystal 
Springs area of the park.

Transportation Tax:
Placed on the ballot by the 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority (MTA), this mea-
sure seeks to both expand and 
repair Los Angeles’s transpor-
tation infrastructure. 

According to Pauletta 
Tonilas, communications di-
rector at Metro, 2.4 million 

new residents are expected to 
move into the county over the 
next 10 years and all of these 
new residents will have trans-
portation needs. 

The measure asks voters 
across the county to approve 
a .5% sales tax increase that 
would be in place indefinitely. 

If passed, the measure 
would generate about $860 
million per year for street re-
pairs, highway improvements 
and new rail construction. It 
would also raise Los Angeles’s 
sales tax to 9.5%, making it 
the 8th highest city sales tax 
in the nation above both New 
York and San Francisco. 

 According to Tonilas, a 
study conducted by Metro es-
timates that the tax would cost 
the average Angeleno about 
$24 per year. 

Statewide voters will have 
the chance to approve three 
new taxes, all of which involve 
smoking. 

 
Cigarette Tax:
Known as Proposition 56, 
this measure would levy an 
additional tax of $2 on every 
carton of cigarettes sold in 
California. The tax would also 
apply to e-cigarettes and other 
tobacco products containing 
nicotine.

If approved, the tax is ex-
pected to generate more than 
$1 billion per year, most of 
which would be directed to-
wards health care providers 
and smoking prevention pro-
grams. 

This tax is just the latest 
of its kind in a longstand-

ing statewide policy to deter 
smoking by increasing the cost 
of cigarettes. 

Marijuana taxes: 
Already known and familiar 
to many, Proposition 64 is bet-
ter known for asking voters to 
legalize the recreational use of 
marijuana in California. 

However, the measure 
also hopes to cash in on this 
new market with two newly 
proposed taxes on the mari-
juana industry. 

The first is a staggering 15% 
tax on all marijuana sales. The 
second is a cultivation tax on 
growers of $9.25 per ounce. If 
passed, the second measure is 
initially expected to bring over 
$100 million per year in new 
revenue—a number that could 
jump to over $1 billion annually 
if the industry thrives. 

Beyond funding for mari-
juana related enforcement and 
substance abuse prevention pro-
grams, it is not yet clear exactly 
how state and local governments 
would plan to spend revenue 
from the marijuana measures. 

In total, Angelenos are 
facing three new property 
taxes, a sales tax hike, and two 
new sin taxes. If approved, the 
average Angeleno will likely 
pay about $175 more per year 
in taxes.

This estimate assumes 
that the average assessed value 
of a home in Los Angeles is 
$500,000, that the average size 
of owned homes in Los An-
geles County is 2,500 square 
feet, and that the homeowner 

does not plan to buy any ciga-
rettes or marijuana products. 

However, in areas like Los 
Feliz and Larchmont—where 
average home values are over 
$1,000,000—this added tax 

burden could balloon to near-
ly $300 per year. 

Renters in these areas may 
also see a rise in prices, as in-
creased property taxes would 
likely drive up landlord cost.

TAXES from page 6

plan’s “focus on obstructing 
access to the median” as well.

“The Vermont Triangle is 
public space in a city that does 
not have an abundance of pub-
lic space,” read the LFNC letter.

But the EHBID’s Jeff Zar-
rinnam, who drafted the un-
popular plan, said it was only 
meant as a jumping off point, 

intended to start the redesign 
conversation, not to be the fi-
nal word. 

“We know better than to, 
after three weeks, say, ‘This is 
our proposal,’” said Zarrinnam 
at the LFNC meeting. “We 
want proposals from everybody. 
Nothing has been decided at 
all. There is no formal proposal 
from anyone, especially not the 

East Hollywood BID.” 
But some members of the 

board said they felt that Zar-
rinnam had misrepresented 
his concept when he presented 
it at a September meeting of 
the LFNC’s Transportation 
Committee. 

“This [letter] isn’t coming 
out of nowhere,” said LFNC 

TRIANGLE from page 9

see TRIANGLE page 21



7133 HAWTHORN AVE #204, HW                  $724,900

S p a c i o u s  3 + 3  i n  N e w e r  C o n t e m p o r a r y  B u i l d i n g .

Adam Sires/Michael Nourmand           310.498.1024

2447 CLAREMONT AVE, LOS FELIZ           $1,395,000

Monterey-style, 3+3, Bonus Studio, Views, Remodeled.

Gina Isaac                                          323.829.8009

2720 HOLLYRIDGE, BEACHWD CYN        $1,499,000

2Beds/2Baths Rare Trad i t iona l  w/  unobst ructed v iews.

RSR Real Estate       310.888.3377

5743  SPRING OAK DR, LOS FELIZ              $2,849,000 

4 Bedroom Trad i t iona l  home w i th  l a rge  lush  lo t  &  poo l . 

RSR Real Estate                         310.888.3377

NOURMAND & ASSOCIATES REALTORS

Nourmand & Associates Hollywood

Howard Lorey I Brokerage Manager 

323.462.6262 I hlorey@nourmand.com

6525 Sunset Blvd. Ste. G2 90028

T h r e e  O f f i c e s . 

O n e  Re s p e c te d  N a m e .

w w w. n o u r m a n d .c o m

NourmandRE

@NourmandL A

@NourmandL A

3221 GLENHURST, ATWATER VLG                    $739,000

3 B R / 2 B A  n e w l y  r e n o v a t e d  t r a d i t i o n a l  h o m e .

Shannon Fenton/Joey Fenton                                  310.365.6118

941 N. AVENUE 63, HIGHLAND PARK              $899,000

A  C h a r m i n g  1 9 2 8  Tu d o r  i n  H i g h l a n d  P a r k .

Travis Bayles                                      626.230.4759

2260 EVERLEE, EAGLE ROCK                         $875,000

Brand new heyday development. 7 LEED certified homes.

Chris Furstenberg                                     323.422.2244

1922 N. CARMEN, BEACHWOOD CYN   $1,049,000+

6 new 3-s to ry  w/  roo f  deck .  Panoramaho l l ywood.com

Chris Furstenberg                             323.422.2244

1653 REDCLIFF ST, SILVER LAKE             $2,300,000

Investment opportunity. Triplex zoned RD2. North of Sunset.

Laura Epstein                        213.359.4711

2332 CABOT DR, FROGTOWN                        $749,000

I n d u s t r i a l  M o d e r n  B u n g a l o w.  3  B e d s  +  2  B a t h s .

Linda Chamberlain                                           323.828.7269

3347 MADERA AVE, ATWATER VLG           $799,000

2bed rooms/1ba th room Cha rac te r  home  w/  g rea t  ya rd . 

Shannon Fenton/Joey Fenton                                             310.365.6118

5666 MERIDIAN, HIGHLAND PARK                $579,000

C l a s s i c  1 9 1 2  C A  2 + 1  B u n g a l o w  i n  H i g h l a n d  P a r k . 

Howard Lorey                                                323.828.7269

656 S. HUDSON AVE, HANCOCK PARK       $5,195,000

Pr ivate ly gated estate on 1/2 acre of  land.

Mica Rabineau                           323.816.5868

3922 GLENFELIZ BLVD, ATWATER VLG         $899,000

Class meets funct ion in th is 3BR/1.5BA Spanish home.

Shannon Fenton/Joey Fenton             310.365.6118

3926 FILION ST, GLASSELL PARK        $729,000

Sweet  bunga low on  h i l l  w i th  v iews o f  ya rd .  2BR/2BA.

Margaret Arana/Joe Pasquale                          323.997.5339



Compass is a licensed real estate broker (01991628) in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only.
Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. To reach the Compass main office call 626.205.4040

compass.com 626.205.4040  compass compassinc  compass

Highland Park Charmer Call for Details

1245 Vin Scully Avenue $879,000 804 Mt Washington Drive $1,395,000

Moreno Highlands 4BR Call for Details

2226 Princeton Avenue $895,000

5190 Ellenwood Drive $650,000

1030 Le Gray Avenue $699,000

2452 Meadow Valley Terrace $989,000 5244 Los Franciscos Way $2,110,000

Courtney Smith
CalBRE #0140676

Kurt Wisner 
CalBRE #01431217

THE #1 AGENTS IN 90039 & 90026

323.667.0700 - 3169 Glendale Blvd., 90039
courtneyandkurt.com - buyinlosangeles.com 

COMING SOON

NEW LISTING

COMING SOON

IN ESCROW

NEW LISTING

IN ESCROW

JUST SOLD

JUST SOLD

NEW LISTING

Welcome Joe Lightfoot, Office Manager + Poet Laureate
We’re pleased to announce that Joe Lightfoot has joined the team at Courtney + Kurt Real Estate at COMPASS.  
Those of you who know Joe and have worked with him before know the high level of skill he brings to the table. Those 
of you who have yet to meet him—we know you’re going to be just as pleased to work with him as we are.  Joe will 
fill the role of team manager for us, applying his considerable experience and expertise to ensuring that every 
transaction we do is done to the highest standard of excellence, efficiency, and fair play.  Please stop by our office 
to say hi and wish Joe a warm welcome!
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In a continuous effort to make improvements, Anastasi Development Co, LLC reserves the right to change prices, optional items, floor plans, features, exterior designs, 
materials and specifications without prior notice or obligation. Lot sizes and square footage are approximate. Buyers to conduct and rely on their own investigation. See 
Sales Representative for details. Scott Anastasi Realty BRE Lic. #01375056

T H E  O N L Y  N E W  H O M E S  F O R  S A L E  A L O N G  T H E  L O S  A N G E L E S  R I V E R
P R I C E D  F R O M  T H E  $ 5 0 0 K ' S

2 9 7 0  R I P P L E  P L A C E ,  L O S  A N G E L E S ,  C A  9 0 0 3 9   •   3 2 3 . 6 6 4 . 1 9 9 0
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l ive . create . explore

safe place for the kids to go af-
ter school and do homework,” 
said Brouwer. 

And that seemed to be the 
case until last month, when ac-
cording to Brouwer, he went to 
pick his son up from the library 
and learned of the incident.  

“When my son got in the 
car he said, ‘Dad, some man 
was watching porn in the li-
brary,’” said Brouwer. 

King parent Christine Cra-
ven’s son is friends with Brouw-
er’s son, and according to her, he 
also saw the pornography. 

Craven said she called the 
library the next day to com-
plain, but the librarian she 
spoke with told her there was 
nothing she could do, beyond 
possibly asking the patron to 
move to a different computer. 

Additionally, said Craven, 
the librarian told her it was il-
legal for libraries to use Inter-
net filtering software. 

But according to Los An-
geles Public Library Public Re-
lations and Marketing Director 
Peter V. Persic, “Not using filters 
is a [Los Angeles] library policy, 
not a legal requirement.”

In some cases, libraries are 
actually required to use such 
filters. According to the Child 
Internet Protection Act—
which was signed into law in 

2000 and deemed constitu-
tional by the Supreme Court 
in 2003—libraries receiving 
specific types of federal fund-
ing must use software that fil-
ters out images considered to 
be obscene.

However, according to 
Persic, Los Angeles libraries 
receive no such funding, and 
can therefore choose whether 
or not to use blocking software.   

Persic said the library’s 
decision not to use filters is an 
issue of “balancing people’s 
legal right to access material 

that some may find controver-
sial or distasteful,” while still 
“maintaining a safe and wel-
coming environment.”

According to Persic, the 
library takes precautions to 
ensure children do not view 
age-inappropriate material, 
including installing privacy 
screens on all computers, and 
utilizing a program called 
Kids Path to curate—but not 

filter—the Internet on com-
puters located in the library’s 
children’s section.

However, due to space is-
sues, many of the computers at 
the small Los Feliz branch are 
clearly visible from the book 
checkout line, privacy screens 
notwithstanding, and accord-
ing to Craven, this is how her 
son was exposed to the por-
nography.

“Even the kids’ section is 
in very close proximity to the 
main area and computers,” 

said Craven.  
According to a 1997 reso-

lution by the American Library 
Assoc. (ALA), the use of filtra-
tion software is a violation of 
the First Amendment right to 
free speech, and could put li-
braries at risk for litigation. 

“Research demonstrates 
that filters consistently both 
over and under block the con-
tent they claim to filter,” accord-
ing to a 2015 ALA analysis. 

Further, according to the 
analysis, blocking public ac-
cess to certain sites disenfran-
chises those who cannot afford 
private Internet access, as well 
as certain minorities.

“[O]ften minority view-
points, religions, or controver-
sial topics are included in the 
categories of what is considered 
objectionable or offensive. Fil-
ters thus become the tool of bias 
and discrimination,” it reads. 

King parent Kirby Prin-
gle, whose son was also in the 
group of kids exposed to the 
pornography, said, due to the 
ubiquity of Internet access at 
schools and on smart phones, 
he doesn’t think filtering li-
brary computers would solve 
the problem.

“I do think that a library 
should be a safe space for kids 
where they shouldn’t be ex-
posed to [pornography],” he 
said. “But I also think it’s a 
bigger issue than that. I think 
[internet pornography] should 
be banned. I don’t think it 
should be streamed on the In-
ternet at all.”  

In 2011, the Los Angeles 
Times reported on a similar 
issue at the LAPL’s China-
town branch. In that case, the 
problem was resolved by reori-
enting the computers so that 
screens were not visible from 
common areas. 

When asked if a similar 
solution might work for the 
Los Feliz branch, LAPL Mar-
keting Director Persic said the 
library “could consider alter-
nate positions for the com-
puters,” but did not indicate 
whether they planned to do so. 

Los Feliz Branch Head 
Librarian Pearl Yonezawa de-
clined to comment on this 
story.

 According to a 1997 resolution by the 
American Library Assoc. (ALA), the use of 

filtration software is a violation of the 
First Amendment right to free speech, and 

could put libraries at risk for litigation.

“
”

LIBRARY from page 1
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Underground piping will 
need to be installed to get 
water to the reservoir from 
whichever source is chosen.  

And trees will be re-
moved—then replaced—near 
the reservoir to make room for a 
large pipe that will fill the reser-
voir when the time comes. 

Some residents, weary 
from the LADWP’s lengthy 
digging up of streets adja-
cent to the reservoir, were not 
pleased to hear of so much 
more construction to come.  

“If the planning process 
had been done properly, we 
would not be standing here 
months from completion 
talking about options that 
haven’t been fully permit-
ted and inspected,” one local 
resident said.

According to LADWP 
Assistant General Manager 
Marty Adams, the construc-
tion leading up to the reintro-
duction of water should begin 
after the December holidays. 

Despite the complaints of 
some residents, the water will 
not be potable, Adams said, 
because state, city regulations 
and other guidelines are forc-
ing the department to save 
potable water in any way pos-
sible, due to the drought. 

And according to officials, 
it could take as long as a year to 
fill the 795-million-gallon reser-
voir. Additionally, officials said 
they are still uncertain where 
the water will come from. 

According to Adams, 
storm water has been dis-
cussed, but there’s not cur-
rently adequate infrastructure 
to get enough of it to fill the 
reservoir and even if there 
were, its water quality is poor. 

Other possibilities floated 
by the LADWP are to use 
nearby wastewater and rec-
lamation plants, but that too 
would require building a 2.6-
mile pipeline from service 
wells located off Fletcher Drive 
near the Los Angeles River. 

That latter plan, accord-
ing to Adams, would require 
half a mile of pipe to be placed 
underground along Fletcher 
Drive, eventually connecting 
to existing pipelines closer to 
the reservoir. 

RESERVOIR from page 1

Council motion. 
According to Ryu, a 

formal written report from 
Recreation and Parks on its 
management of the 5,901-seat 
outdoor venue should be re-
ceived before Thanksgiving. 

But for now, “overall, the 
councilmember commended 
the department for their work 
so far working with Council 
District 4 staff and most im-

portantly the community,” 
Montemayor said.

Concerns from the resi-
dential neighborhood imme-
diately surrounding the iconic 
outdoor venue have been noise 
and traffic over the years. 

Nederlander, who had run 
the Greek since 1975 before 
losing the contract to do so in 
a long and contentious battle, 
had forged strong bonds with 
the neighboring community. So 
when the city decided to scrap 
Live Nation, the Beverly Hills 

based promoter who ultimately 
won the contract, and instead 
took over running the Greek in 
2015, some had concerns that 
what they had grown to expect 
with Nederlander would be lost. 

But according to Mon-
temayor, those concerns were 
unfounded.

“The councilmember feels 
the department has been do-
ing a good job working with 
the community with open 

dialogue,” as well as various 
advisory boards. 

Nyla Arslanian, president 
of the Los Feliz Improvement 
Assoc. did not respond to a re-
quest for comment on deadline.

Additionally, the current 
four-member Recreation and 
Parks Board of Commissioners 
voted September 21st to extend 
Philadelphia-based SMG’s con-
tract, the city’s chosen manage-
ment company for some Greek 
operations, but not the book-
ing of talent or events.

According to a report pre-
pared for the commissioner’s 
vote, the Greek’s 2016 season 
had 71 concerts, seven commu-
nity events and two film shoots. 

As of mid-September, offi-
cials estimated 2016 Greek at-
tendance at over 224,000. Ad-
ditionally, the report indicates 
the city’s Dept. of Recreation 
and Parks had received nearly 
$2 million in net revenue from 
operating the Greek through 
the end of July.

According to Recreation 
and Parks’ Shull, Nederland-
er’s income the last 10 years 
averaged $1.5 million for the 

entire season.
“We are thrilled,” said 

Shull, who was measured in his 
response. “But I never try and 
celebrate on things like this.... 
We have worked very hard and 
it’s going well.... We know there 
is room to improve.”

For Shull, having Rec-
reation and Parks take over 
management of the Greek was 
all about the revenue.

“It means a lot to me and 

the department to have this 
money coming in,” he said. 
“We need more support for 
the parks.... We can’t be sus-
tainable otherwise. I don’t 
want to [have fees placed] on 
the backs of people using the 
parks. I don’t want fees.” 

The report additionally 
indicated officials said “neigh-
borhood relations are positive,” 
through various outreach ef-
forts and that SMG staff were 
assigned and positioned in 2016 
in the neighborhood near the 
venue to assist in a variety of 
ways, including helping resi-
dents access their driveways, 
controlling traffic, picking up 
trash and assisting event patrons 
with a quiet exit out of the park. 

The report also indicates 
stricter requirements and pen-
alties will be implemented in 
2017 regarding sound lev-
els after an April 28th Iggy 
Pop concert generated more 
residential complaints to the 
LFIA in one night than it had 
received in the last three years.  

Some upcoming concerts 
in October include Chance 
the Rapper, ZZ Top and M83.

GREEK from page 1

As of mid-september, officials estimated 2016 greek attendance at over 224,000. 

Additionally, officials say the city’s Dept. of Recreation and Parks had received 

nearly $2 million in net revenue from operating the greek through the end of July. 

According to Recreation and Parks general Manager Mike shull, nederlander’s 

income the last 10 years averaged $1.5 million for the entire season.
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District One Barber’s Southern-Style Hospitality 
One Cut at a Time
By Pamela Chelin, Ledger Guest Contributor

FRANKLIN AVENE—
Seated inside their Los Fe-
liz barbershop, District One 
Barber, co-owners husband 
and wife Shawn and Miriam 
Grant, who hail from South 
Carolina, have created a mod-
ern but homey space for any-
one seeking a top notch hair-
cut delivered with a healthy 
dose of Southern charm. 

Though its doors have been 
open for just three months so 
far, the shop, booked to capac-
ity on this day, already feels 
like a neighborhood staple.

“Los Feliz was the first 
neighborhood we were drawn 
to when we first got to Los 
Angeles,” said Miriam. “It just 
felt like a community. Really, 
Los Feliz chose us.” 

In keeping with the com-
munity vibe, the pair—who 
designed and built the 550 
square feet space themselves—
built an outdoor patio where 
customers can sit and read a 
newspaper or engage with lo-
cals who are passing by. 

“In the South,” said Mir-
iam, “the front porch is where 
you sit and it also serves as an 
indication to everyone that 
walks by to come and have a 
sit down. So it was a special 
part of us to extend the South 
here to L.A.—hospitality from 
the outside in.” 

That hospitality, the own-
ers said, is extended to all.

“District One” is a sense 

of community, a sense of rela-
tionships and a place where you 
can go, like a hub. That is what 
the term ‘district’ encompasses 
for us,” said Shawn. “The term 
‘one’ is a sense of oneness, one 
love, there is no race or sex. 
There is just the human race. 
Everyone is welcome.”

Shawn, the sole barber at 
the shop, has been cutting and 
styling hair for over 15 years 
and his talented chops have 
been written about in Rolling 
Stone. 

He describes his approach 
as “deliberately distinctive.” 

“The most important part 
about being deliberate and dis-
tinctive is that it’s not about get-
ting you in and out as fast as I 
can,” he said. “The objective is 
to make sure we’re both on the 
same page and that we’re co-cre-
ating at the same time. I listen 
to what you are looking for, you 
give me room to explore a bit 
and we grow together.”

While jazz streams over 
the sound system, customers 
can sit and wait for their ap-
pointments in the stylish front 
room, which feels like a funky 
and cozy den. With local art 
displayed on the wall and a dis-
co ball hanging overhead, the 
waiting area—with its com-
fortable couch and chairs—
has a coffee maker for made-
to-order coffee, a giant jigsaw 
puzzle, magazines and jars of 
candy for a quick sugar fix.

From impeccable cuts to 
pompadours to old-school 
lathered and electric shaves; 
from blow-outs to compli-
mentary Jeanie Rub back mas-
sages, District One” Barber—
with its attention to detail and 
its added personal touch—is 
quickly proving itself to be a 
cut above the rest. 

“I’m a customer for life,” 
said one customer, named 
Stephanie, recently. “Here, it’s 
about quality and consistency 
which is exactly what you look 
for when you get your hair 
cut. And it is like being in the 
South but on the west coast”

4712 Franklin Ave. Open 
Tuesdays through Saturdays, 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. except Tuesdays and 
Thursdays until 10 p.m. Adult 
haircuts start at $30. Custom-
ers can call (323) 741-8399 to 
book an appointment or on-
line at dob.youcanbook.me

[RestAuRAnt RevieW]

Sawyer Brings Sea and 
Scene to Silver Lake
By Pat Saperstein, Ledger Restaurant Critic

Sawyer may be the quint-
essential restaurant for Silver 
Lake 3.0. 

The previous occupants, 
Indian restaurants Tantra and 
Naya, spent lavishly on im-
pressive decor and a loungey 
bar, but the restaurant was 
completely closed off to the 
street. 

With windows open to 
Sunset Boulevard, Sawyer rep-
resents where new neighbor-
hood folks wants to eat right 
now, with food that’s just seri-
ous enough to please its world-
ly clientele. 

It’s trying hard not to ap-
pear too formal, with a menu 
that features burgers and lob-
ster rolls alongside fresh fish 
entrees and a drink selection 
that includes fresh-pressed 
juice and kombucha alongside 
artisanal cocktails and a nice 
wine list.

 Sawyer shares the kitchen 
with neighbor Kettle Black, 
which skews more Italian 
but with a similar breezy ap-
proach. 

It all seems carefully engi-
neered to appeal to the young 
Eastside diner, but in a be-
guiling way that shows that 
owners Beau Laughlin and 
partners Brett Cranston and 
Jay Milliken have a handle on 
what’s appealing, from the de-
cor to the menu.

A long wood-topped bar 
is fronted with the very of-the-
moment Moroccan tile, while 
flowered wallpaper helps keep 
the mood light and bright. 

Modern white light fix-
tures complement warm wood 
tables and that inevitable but 
uncomfortable fixture of new 
restaurants, backless stools 
surrounding high tables. It 
gets noisy inside, but the back 
patio is tranquil with eclectic 
indie music and a fire feature 
for cooler evenings. 

To start, order up the dec-
adent duck fat popovers and 
one of the refreshing cocktails 
like Seconds Count with gin, 
champagne and bee pollen. 

A soft-shell crab sandwich 
makes an impressive entrance 
with a house-made coal-black 
bun colored with squid ink, 
and though messy, it’s a saucy 
delight. 

Ling cod isn’t seen that 
often on menus, but it’s nicely 
roasted—though the accom-
panying cauliflower puree 
seems more like a buttery 
sauce than an actual vegetable. 

The menu isn’t huge, but 
daily fish selections change 
from halibut to roasted black 
cod to tea-smoked albacore. 

Chef Alex McWilliams 
manages to inject even veg-
etable dishes with unexpected 
flavor notes, though nothing 
too hard to grasp: fried Brus-
sels sprouts are perked up with 
pungent bagna cauda sauce 
and an egg, while grilled octo-
pus comes with pine-smoked 
mayo(!).

At brunch, there are 
toasts, of course: avocado but 
also prosciutto and almond 
butter, along with crab bene-
dict and chicken and waffles. 

Happy hour from 4 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. every day has many 
local fans, with $6 wine and 
discounted snacks like oyster 
po’ boys. 

You could try to come up 
with reasons to dislike Saw-
yer—the clientele is too attrac-
tive, the reservations too hard 
to get, dinner for two adds up 
to $100 fast—but when you’re 
sipping chilled white wine on 
the greenery-lined patio, any 
quibbles are likely to fast dis-
appear.

Sawyer
3709 W. Sunset Blvd.
(323) 641-3709

District One Barber co-owner, Shawn 
Grant.

President Luke Klipp. “It was 
based on a specific presenta-
tion asking for support.”

When asked about the 
budget and timeline for the 
redesign, Zarrinnam had no 
concrete answers, emphasiz-
ing that the project was still in 
its public outreach phase, and 
asking members of the board 
what they thought would be a 
fair timeline. 

But LFNC Secretary Bry-
ant Edwards had reservations 
about what he called the “neb-
ulousness” of Zarrinnam’s re-
sponses.

“It leaves me feeling un-
easy,” he said. 

Ultimately, the board vot-
ed to send the letter, if only to 
go on record as being against 
the removal of crosswalks. 

Zarrinnam also presented 
his proposal at a recent Los Fe-
liz Business Improvement Dis-
trict (LFVBID) meeting. At 
that meeting, the idea of pos-
sibly erecting a large statue at 
the site or installing oversized 
tree planters was discussed. 

Some LFVBID board 
members also indicated an im-
mediate desire to have the me-
dian fenced off, which would 
carry through when a remodel 
is eventually undertaken. No 
action or vote was taken by the 
LFVBID.

TRIANGLE from page 16
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if the grass is always greener,  
you’re doing it wrong.
water your yard twice a week max.

the drop wishes they

could all be
California - friendly
landscapes.
trade in your lawn 

for a beautiful  
california-friendly garden

Call for a complimentary property evaluation

4427 Santa Monica Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90029
(323) 668-7500

clukens@clintlukensrealty.com
www.ClintLukensRealty.com
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Experience

Value
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Clint Lukens Realty manages over 

600 units in Los Angeles 24/7

dren—to walk on narrow, sub 
standard, winding streets with 
no sidewalks to get to this en-
trance.” 

Schwartz founded Home-
owners on Beachwood Drive 
United, which is currently su-
ing the city to shut down the 
trailhead.

These concerns were echoed 
by Jack Conrad, safety chair-
man for the Hollywoodland 
Homeowner’s Assoc., which 
represents the middle and upper 
portions of Beachwood Canyon 
closest to the sign. 

“[The Councilmember’s 
staff] keep saying they are con-
cerned about safety and that’s 
complete [nonsense],” Conrad 
said. “It’s going to take some-
body getting killed up here for 
them to take this seriously and 
then the homeowners are go-
ing to pile on in a lawsuit. It’s 
just absolutely nuts what’s go-
ing on up here.” 

However, Ryu claims that 
the decision to close the trail-
head may be out of his hands.

“Technically it can be il-
legal,” said Montemayor, “and 
we have been working with 
the City Attorney to discuss 
[the option of closing it], but it 
is probably not possible.”

Montemayor said a vari-
ety of state and local laws limit 
the council office’s ability to 
arbitrarily shut down any ac-
cess into the park. 

As a result, he said, any 
closure of the trailhead would 
require “an immense amount 
of community outreach [and] 
100% buy-in from the com-
munity,” and continued con-
sultation with the City Attor-
ney’s office.

This dedication to com-

munity buy-in has come as re-
lief to other residents in the area 
who worry that their neighbors’ 
obsession with limiting tourist 
traffic is threatening public ac-
cess into Griffith Park.

“I think it is the right 
course to keep the trail open,” 
said one resident who, fear-
ing backlash from neighbors, 
wished to remain anonymous. 
“The anti-access folks have 
gotten everything they want-
ed—parking districts, a gate 
with a guard at Beachwood, 
increased parking enforce-
ment—and still complain and 
want the access into the park 
closed.”

However, two lawsuits su-
ing for closure of the trailhead 
are currently working their 
way through the courts. 

 The first concerns Sun-
set Ranch, a horse ranch lo-
cated just up the hill from the 
Beachwood Drive trailhead. 

The ranch is suing the city 
for control over the trailhead, 
which it claims was granted as 
their private easement in the 
1940s for use as a driveway. 

In the second lawsuit, 
Schwartz and Homeowners 
on Beachwood Drive United 
are suing the city, claiming its 
promotion of the Beachwood 
Drive trailhead as a way to ac-
cess the Hollywood Sign—as 
well as actions taken by the 
city, like the installation of a 
new gate and hillside grading 
to make the trailhead more 
conducive to tourist traffic—
have violated state environ-
mental laws.

Both lawsuits are due 
to be decided later this year. 
Anti-access residents said they 
are confident at least one will 
prove successful.

BEACHWOOD from page 1

LFNC Has Different Ideas for Los Feliz DASH Line
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELIZ—The Los Fe-
liz Neighborhood Council 
(LFNC) voted in September 
to request changes to the Los 
Angeles Dept. of Transporta-
tion (LADOT)’s proposed re-
routing of the neighborhood’s 
DASH bus line.

The Ledger previously 
reported that an LADOT 
analysis recommended elimi-
nating DASH service north of 
Franklin Avenue on Vermont 
Avenue, and entirely from 
Hillhurst Avenue in favor of a 
new route, which would con-
nect Los Feliz to Silver Lake. 

However, per the LADOT 
plan, weekend service to the 
Griffith Observatory would 
continue on Vermont.

In light of the recently ap-
proved Griffith Park Obser-
vatory Circulation and Park-
ing Enhancement Plan—one 

component of which is ex-
panded weekday DASH ser-
vice to the Observatory (see 
our story on page 16)—in a 
draft letter to LADOT, the 
LFNC suggested “collapsing 
the Los Feliz and Observatory 
Shuttle DASH bus line into a 
single, daily line,” which they 
suggested be slightly rerouted 
to restore service on Hillhurst 
Avenue. 

Additionally, the LFNC 
requested DASH hours be 
extended past the current pro-
posed end time of 7 p.m., to 
accommodate those with later 
working hours and encour-
age evening patronage of local 
businesses.

For the route connecting 
Los Feliz to Silver Lake, mem-
bers of the board expressed 
concerns over the route us-
ing Rowena Avenue, which is 

already overcrowded due to 
the controversial “road diet,” 
which was implemented to 
slow traffic after a 2012 pedes-
trian fatality. 

Instead, the board amend-
ed their request to suggest re-
moving Rowena Avenue from 
the route and replacing it with 

service along Griffith Park 
Boulevard.

Additionally, the LFNC 
suggested rerouting to avoid 
the intersection of Franklin 
Avenue and St. George Street 
to mitigate congestion issues 
during Marshall high school 
pickup and drop off times. 

Advertise in the

Los Feliz Ledger
(323) 644-5536
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[iMMACulAte heARt]

Panda Morale Kindles fiery spirit 
By Lauren Berger, ‘18

Although 
the turning 
of leaves sig-
nals autumn’s 
arrival, not 
all students 
welcome the 

changing colors of the Harvest 
Season, for they realize their 
summer break from school is 
officially over. Facing taxing 
classes and social stress, many 
students struggle to achieve 
school-life balance. Luckily for 
the young women at Immacu-
late Heart, this is one struggle 
that is #unrelatable. 

With an assortment of 
spirited events to kick off the 
year, lingering apprehension 
butterflies into anticipation 
on the IH campus. Begin-
ning with Welcome Day, 
students celebrate sisterhood 
and embrace the incom-
ing freshmen by perform-
ing themed skits, dances, 
and songs. A community-
building tradition, Welcome 
Day eases new students into 
the Immaculate Heart fam-
ily, in addition to offering 
a day of earned celebration. 
The annual Welcome Dance 
follows, as Pandas across all 

grades catch Saturday Night 
Fever and let loose on the 
dance floor.

Join Day brings with it the 
chance for students to uncover 
their passions and get involved 
with Immaculate Heart’s 19 
diverse clubs, from Amnesty 
International to the Culinary 
Club to the Scribbler Literary 
Magazine. Quick on its heels, 
Spirit Week commences, and 
Panda Pride is flaunted as 
friendly rivalry initiates be-
tween the classes for the op-
portunity to win the coveted 
“Spirit Trophy,” awarded at 
the end of the year. 

Early Autumn festivities 
end on a high at the IH Fami-
ly Picnic on October 3rd. Sit-
ting on the grass and feasting 
on barbeque, students and 
their loved ones relish a day 
of mingling, memories, and 
a chance to reign supreme 
in the hallowed Pie Eating 
Contest. 

With such a support-
ive community to foster the 
heart and kindle the spirit, it 
is no wonder that Immaculate 
Heart students look forward 
to fall and flourish despite aca-
demic rigor. 

[letteR to the eDitoR]

The online article, “New 
City Council Document 
Policy the First in Decades,” 
repeats the quotes of Los An-
geles City Clerk Holly Wol-
cott, which demonstrate she is 
a substantial reason why Los 
Angeles records have been il-
legally destroyed. 

I take issue with the ar-
ticle’s statement that “the Los 
Angeles City Clerk initiated 
the action in August.”  

The City Council has 
been subject to the State Pub-
lic Records Act for decades, 
along with other sections of 
the Government Code that 
specify time frames and pro-
cedures for public record de-
struction. 

Her view that records re-
tention schedules did not ap-
ply to “offices” of the city is 
false. City codes have applied 
to city offices for a long time. 

The city clerk is wrong, 
making excuses and tak-
ing credit for something she 
flaunted (the law) while allow-
ing the illegal destruction of 
public records by City Coun-
cil offices to the detriment of 
the public.

Michael h. Miller 
Los Feliz
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JOHN MARSHALL HIGH SCHOOL
A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL

Welcome to the 2016-2017 school year! I am 
very excited about the work we are doing at 
Marshall. Our teachers and out-of-classroom 
staff are an incredibly dedicated group of profes-
sionals.

With 20 different Advanced Placement classes 
in the Sciences, Mathematics, Arts, History, and 
Languages we set high academic standards for 

our students while giving them a well-rounded high school experi-
ence. At the same time, our scholars have the opportunity to compete 
throughout the county in a variety of athletic events. We are equally 
proud to have a music program that includes not only a symphony and a 
jazz band, but an extremely talented group of rock bands. Our students 
perform each year at the Greek Theater in the spring.

Among our special programs, the School for Advanced Studies retains 
its “exemplary” status as a demonstration school. The School for Envi-
ronmental Studies works with a number of community partners that 
provide our students hands-on experiences and opportunities off-site 
to implement their learning in different settings. The Gifted/Highly 
Gifted Magnet continues to outscore charter schools and neighboring 
districts on state tests.

We introduced an innovative program this year to help our ninth graders 
feel an immediate sense of belonging at Marshall. Juniors and seniors, 
known as the Marshall Link Crew, led an orientation with freshmen and 
will continue to connect with them throughout the year to support them 
in success.

Our renowned Academic Decathlon team has been working all summer 
to make sure that we remain on top. Last year, our students won the 
national on-line competition and won eight of the nine scholarships of-
fered nationwide. We hope to exceed that achievement this year.

Marshall students graduate ready for college success. Eighty five per-
cent of our students gained acceptance to college or university last year, 
including prestigious universities like UCLA, Boston University, Yale and 
many UC and Cal State campuses. Our partner CollegePath LA brings in-
spiring speakers and helps every student craft college entrance essays.

I would like to thank the following people and organizations for their 
continued support:

·         Councilmember David Ryu
·         The Los Feliz Improvement Association,
·         The Franklin Hills Resident’s Association,
·         The Los Feliz Neighborhood Council,
·         The Silverlake Neighborhood Council,
·         The Elysian Valley Riverside Neighborhood Council,
·         CollegePath LA,
·         Friends of Marshall Magnet, and
·         Friends of Marshall SAS.

It is an honor to be a part of this community.

— Patricia Heideman, Principal

ADVERTORIAL

START 

YOUR  JOURNEY 

WITH US

3663 Wilshire Blvd 
Los Angeles, CA 90010    

Year-round 
rolling admissions!

wbtecc.org 
 

(213) 835-2125
ejgecc@wbtla.org

Erika J. Glazer Early Childhood Center

Our students matriculate to the top private 
elementary schools in the area, including 
Brawerman, Campbell Hall, Curtis,  
John Thomas Dye, Laurence, Mirman,  
Oakwood, and Turning Point. 

Visit us at our next prospective parent tours:
11/7, 11/15, 12/1

•  Baby & Me  
    (birth - 2 years) 

•  Nursery School  
    (18 months - 5 years)

•  New classrooms 
    and playground 

•  Open until 5 p.m.  

[Citizens of the WoRlD]

Preparing for Middle school
By Quinton Palmer, 5th grade

The fall semester at CWC 
Hollywood has begun! Stu-
dents are making new friends, 

seeing old 
friends, and 
meeting new 
teachers.

“I was 
pretty excited, 
but nervous,” 

said Sophia Kim, a fellow 
classmate. 

My teacher, Ms. Lopez, 
is very nice. She specializes in 
science, and also teaches writ-
ing class. This year, we have a 
new system in which 5th grad-
ers get ready for middle school 
by rotating between three 
classes: science, social studies, 
and math. 

Math is taught by Ms. 
Park and social studies by Ms. 
Bonsack. ”I am excited for our 

new 5th grade system,” said 
Ms. Lopez.

Other subjects are: writ-
ing, class game time (CGT), 
art, and reading. My favorite 
topic is writing. I enjoy creat-
ing literature.

This year, our coaches are 
Coach Abi and Coach Jessie. 
Our new enrichment teachers 
are Ms. Kholer and Ms. Sul-
livan.     

“I am looking forward 
to making new games for my 
first year teaching elementary 
school,” said Coach Abi, our 
CGT teacher, new to CWC.

At the end of the day, we 
have had so many amazing 
classes. It definitely felt great 
to get back to school, but it 
takes time to adjust.

“I felt tired,” said 5th 
grader Max Geiger.

[HOLLYWOOD 
sChoolhouse]

Big Changes 
at HSH
By Max Rubin, 6th grade

Hello! My 
name is Max 
Rubin, and I 
am the new 
student writer 
for Hollywood 
Schoolhouse! 

Another year has begun, and 
there have been big changes. An 
old building is gone, our main 
yard has doubled in size, a brand 
new building, which houses our 
1st and 4th grades, has been 
built and we even have a new 
Head of School, Ilise Faye! 

Sixth grade history has 
been very intriguing so far. 
We have been discussing an-
cient people, specifically the 
Egyptians, their pyramids 
and Stonehenge. We are also 
studying the cave paintings in 
Lascaux. I find cave paintings 
so interesting because they 
give us an idea of how people 
used to live and communicate.

I have attended this school 
since I was two, and one of the 
things that I have always loved 
is the fact that we have a zero 
tolerance policy for bullying. 
I believe that it is important 
that all students feel safe when 
they are at school. 

Something else I appreciate 
here is that our teachers are very 
approachable. If you don’t un-
derstand a lesson or homework 
assignment, you can always talk 
to your teacher. They are so pa-
tient and kind, it’s hard not to 
become friends with them. 
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Bilingual

Diverse Book a Tour!
Tours held weekly.

French-English bilingual curriculum from preschool through 12th grade
www.internationalschool.la

Burbank Los Feliz Orange County Pasadena West Valley

324 Madeline Drive, Pasadena, CA 91105
Westridge.org

November 5
January 7

OPEN HOUSE 
PROGRAMS:

For more information or to 
RSVP for an open house contact: 
626.799.1053 ext. 256 or 
admissions@westridge.org

Learn how Westridge girls take on academic challenges, are 
intellectually adventurous, and are prepared to succeed.

Bus transportation available from 
Los Feliz and the San Fernando Valley

[fRAnKlin eleMentARy]

Clinton & Trump Aren’t the 
Only Candidates This Year
By Amalia Mauceri, 5th grade

When you be-
come a fifth grader at my school, 
you are allowed to run for some-
thing called Service Club. The 
available positions are president, 
vice president, and secretary.

I decided to run for vice 
president. There were a total of 
six students running for each 
position. For VP, there were 
five girls and only one boy, so 
I knew that meant that the 
boy might get most of the boy 
votes (that’s how it works in el-
ementary school).

We made posters and 
hung them at school, and we 
were allowed to give speeches 
as well. Some kids gave out lol-
lipops and pins. I decided just 
to talk to people to try to get 
their votes.

The Service Club elections 

took place on September 14th 
but we did not get the results 
until two days later. I was so 
nervous that day. I knew I 
had some pretty big competi-
tion. When I heard the voice 
of Mr. Wong—the teacher 
who organizes the elections—
come over the loudspeaker, I 
nearly passed out from nerves. 
He said: “This year’s Service 
Club Vice President is…Tyler 
Cruz!” My heart sank.

I was disappointed that 
I lost, but at the same time I 
was very happy for Ty. I knew 
that I could always try again 
next year when I’m in middle 
school. On that note, I slapped 
a smile on my face and put it 
all behind me. I know fifth 
grade is going to be a great 
year no matter what.

[ouR MotheR of gooD Counsel]

Doing good Deeds at oMgC
By Gabriela Rubalcava, 5th grade

The Good 
Deeds Pro-
gram is about 

getting kids to do more good 
deeds because they have good 
hearts. That means when we 
do good deeds, we do them 
because we want to do them, 

not because we have to.  
When a teacher sees 

someone do a good deed, they 
give them a little blue slip with 
their signature on it. At the 
end of the week, those slips 
are turned into a raffle and the 
winner gets a free dress pass or 

a prize from the character trea-
sure box. 

When you are a good 
citizen and do what has to be 
done and make time to help 
others, you can get a good 
deeds slip. This is one of the 
ways at our school we have 
fun while doing good things! 
At OMGC, we focus on 
character and making good 
choices.
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Immaculate Heart’s New Principal 
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELIZ—As the new prin-
cipal of Immaculate Heart 
High School, Naemah Morris 
has some big shoes to fill—and 
if anyone can fill them, it’s her.  

Last August, Virginia 
Hurst announced she would 
retire from the position after 
19 years, sending shockwaves 
through the Catholic all-girls 
school’s tight knit community.

“I cried,” said Morris, 
recalling the day she heard 
Hurst would retire. “I think 
what all of us were worried 
about was someone coming 
into Immaculate Heart with 
no idea what we are and what 
we do here.”

Aside from its college pre-
paratory curriculum—which 

emphasizes writing and critical 
thinking skills—Immaculate 
Heart has long sought to foster 
“women of great heart and right 
conscience,” with strong leader-
ship skills and a commitment to 
community service.   

Morris said her job as 
principal is to serve as the 
“guardian of the school’s mis-
sion,” and few understand that 
mission better than she does. 

Morris attended Immacu-
late Heart as a student in the 
early 1990s, where she was a 
member of the speech and de-
bate team.

In 2000, at the suggestion 
of her former debate coach and 
mentor, Nancy Medina, she 
joined the faculty as a social 

studies teacher and the new 
debate coach. 

A few years later, Morris 
was promoted, first to social 
studies department chair, then 
to an administrative role as di-
rector of student activities.

Last year, she got an op-
portunity to teach a class—
Honors World Civilizations 
I—for the first time since 
2012, when she joined the ad-
ministration staff. 

“I knew I missed the class-
room, but I didn’t realize how 
much I had missed it until I was 
back with the girls,” she said. 

Although she will not 
have time to teach this year 
while she settles into her new 
role as principal, Morris said in 
the future, she hopes to teach 
a class each year to “maintain 
a connection” with the class-
room and the students. 

Additionally, she said, she 
plans to host open office hours 
where students can come chat 
with her over tea and cookies.

Morris’s effortless student 
rapport was on full display at 
September’s freshman welcome 
day event, where, according to 
Immaculate Heart Director of 
Communications Callie Webb, 
Morris was “surrounded by stu-
dents” for most of the day—in-
cluding members of the debate 
team, which Morris continued 
to coach until this fall. 

“I had very mixed feelings 
about giving up the team [to 
become principal],” said Mor-
ris. “Even when I was inter-
viewing for the job, [Immacu-
late Heart President] Maureen 
[Diekmann] said, ‘What’s go-
ing to happen to the debate 
team, Naemah?’ I didn’t even 
want to think about it.”  

But the team is in good 

hands with Ellen Ivens-Duran 
taking over as the new coach 
and David Dosch staying on 
as assistant coach. 

Meanwhile, Morris will 
remain involved in the de-
bate community—albeit in a 
different role—cheering on 
her son, a freshman at Loyola 
High School, who just joined 
that school’s team. 

Immaculate Heart Principal Naemah Morris shares a moment during the 
school’s Welcome Day with members of the Class of 2020, (left to right), Khafira 
Freeman, Catherine Denton and Angelica Limoanco. The annual tradition for-
mally welcomes the freshmen with themed student presentations, featuring 
skits, songs, and dances.
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[thoMAs stARR King]

GSA: Plans for the upcoming year 
By Valentina Argueta, 8th grade

On September 
8th, 2016, a 
group of 6th 
to 8th graders 
gathered in a 
classroom at 
King middle 

school. Our purpose? To dis-
cuss our plans for the GSA 
club and start the first meet-
ing of the year. GSA stands for 
Gay-Straight Alliance.  

As an icebreaker, the lead-
ing teacher Mr. Laguna told us 
to all stand up, say our names, 
and tell the rest of the class 
our preferred pronouns. After 
we all got to know each other 
a bit, the GSA “veterans” told 
us the upcoming plans for the 
future. One of the ones that 
really stuck was “MORP.”

MORP is an alternative 
prom for our Middle school; it 
is essentially a safe space where 
same sex or other types of 
couples can enjoy themselves 
without having to feel judged 
or unsafe. It is also a more ca-

sual dance than a real prom. 
Other than MORP, The 

Thomas Starr King Middle 
School GSA club has a field 
trip planned to Models of 
Pride and various workshops 
were those of us who are part 
of the LGBT+ community can 
learn our rights. We have many 
events planned, such as Day of 
Silence in honor of those still 
living in fear because of who 
they are. Our upcoming event 
is Coming out Day. Coming 
Out day is similar to a LGBT+ 
holiday. It basically celebrates 
those who have told the world 
who they truly are. It is also a 
chance for people to tell their 
loved ones about the hidden 
part of their identity. 

Though we may be young, 
the members of King Middle 
School’s GSA are determined to 
make a change in the world. We 
will keep fighting for this cause 
no matter what anyone thinks 
of us. And we will start by mak-
ing a change in our school. 

[MotheR of invention]

Standardized Stress
By Rita Mauceri, ledger Columnist

Another school year—an-
other set of standardized tests 
to prep for. Teachers seem to 
resent these government-man-
dated tests, parents distrust 
them and kids despise them. 
We’re not the only ones. Add 
to that list: school officials, 
federal and state policy mak-
ers, education reformers and 
President Obama.

According to a recent study 
by the Council of the Great 
City Schools, a typical Ameri-
can student takes 112 mandated 
standardized tests between pre-
kindergarten and 12th grade. 
The Washington Post comment-
ed: “By contrast, most countries 
that outperform the United 
States on international exams 
test students three times during 
their school careers.”

2001’s No Child Left Be-
hind was a turning point, as 
sweeping education reforms in-
stated by then-President George 
W. Bush set the stage for a sig-
nificant rise in the frequency 
of—and focus on—testing.  

Test scores are addition-
ally required to be public and 

now are used essentially as re-
port cards to judge the success 
of teachers and schools. 

Today.com reports that an 
“opt out” movement seems to 
be gaining momentum, with 
some 200,000 students in 
New York declining to take 
the tests last year, along with 
20,000 students in Illinois. 

According to the article, 
the consequences of opting 
out vary from state to state. 

“In California,” the article 
says, “parents can opt their 
children out as long as they 
write a letter. But in Louisi-
ana, students risk being held 
back a grade if they don’t take 
state tests.”

But, perhaps the strongest 
statements come from teach-
ers. In Florida, teacher Wendy 
Bradshaw resigned in protest 
over such testing. 

And an Indiana teacher 
wrote a letter to her students 
prior to testing saying: “The 
scores you will get from these 
tests will tell you something, 
but they will not tell you ev-
erything…These tests do not 
define you. There are many 
ways of being smart. YOU are 
smart! You are enough! You 
are the light that brightens my 
day and the reason I am happy 
to come to work each day. So, 
in the midst of all these tests, 
remember that there is no way 
to ‘test’ all of the amazing and 
awesome things that make 
you, YOU.”

Well put.



In Escrow

1545 Virginia Avenue              Northwest Glendale                                   $2,000,000
Elegant & Stately 1930’s 4 bd+6 ba English Tudor on a prestigious Northwest Glendale street. 
Designed by noted architect Gene Verge first time on the market in 40 years. Grand living room 
w/gorgeous paned window, fireplace, elegant sweeping staircase to spacious bedrooms. 4,353 
sq home w/sprawling 27,666 sq ft grounds with swimming pool & spa. A very special home. 

For Sale

4343 Finley Avenue #6                                     Los Feliz                                               $550,000
Stylish 2 + 1 Mid-Century condominium in the heart of Los Feliz Village. Great vibe in this 
spacious unit w/nice natural light, large bedrooms, spacious living rm. Large private balcony, 
lovely hillside, downtown & city vu’s! Charming vintage kitchen & dining area. Security building 
w/underground parking. Great location walking distance to great shopping and restaurants!

For Lease

1901 N Oxford Street                                    Los Feliz                                                       $5,250 
Gated 2-story 4 + 3.5 Mediterranean home w/many original details through out & surrounded 
by greenery & flowing fountains. Charming living room, large formal dining room and a 
charming den. Central air & heat. 3100 sq ft home with 2 large rooms on the 2nd level that open 
up to a large patio offering views of Griffith Park Observatory - a perfect spot for entertaining!

In Escrow

2509 Silver Ridge Avenue                                 Silver Lake Hills                            $1,499,000 
Gorgeous 4 + 4.5 w/ picturesque views from Los Feliz Observatory to San Gabriel mountains. 
LR with patio & views, large fam rm w/high pitched ceiling, hardwood floors, Cook’s kitchen, 
wonderful master suite w/views & sumptuous bath, home office too. Bedrooms all have en-suite 
baths. a wonderful spacious yard, fruit trees and patio too!  3400+ sqft. A definite winner!

In Escrow

946 Nordica Drive                                           Mt. Washington                                       $878,000              
Mt. Washington Hills 3+2.5 w/city & canyon vu’s. Sunlit open floor plan, w/high ceilings, maple 
wood floors & fireplace. Spacious living and dining areas open to great kitchen w/new counter, 
stainless appliances, breakfast bar. Cozy den. Great view balcony. Large master suite with high 
ceilings, gorgeous bath & huge walk-in closet. 2167 Sq Ft. Award winning school district!

Listed & Sold

4442 Farmdale Avenue                               Studio City                                             $1,149,000
Charming 3+2 Spanish on a nice residential street with great curb appeal & charm. Spacious 
living rm w/wood burning fireplace.  Bright & sunny kitchen opens to large dining room. Great 
master w/large walk-in closet & sumptuous bath.  Lovely archways & hardwd flrs. Master suite 
and dining rm open to the lovely backyard and patio. AC & heat. 1,901 sq ft. Two car garage. 
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