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[LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER]

I really enjoy our January 
edition when we take time to 
update and summarize im-
portant local stories that hap-
pened the year before. 

 With a 24-hour news cy-
cle and so many news outlets 
and social media competing 
for our attention, we can often 
lose track of an issue or a story, 
so we hope you enjoy our up-
dates in this edition.

Locally, a good deal hap-
pened in 2016. Our Los An-
geles City Councilmember 
David Ryu (Council District 
4) briefly considered a run for 
Congress, the battle for the 
Waverly Convent between a 
local businesswoman and su-
perstar Katy Perry continued, 
a couple of major developments 
were approved over significant 
concerns by residents and more 
than a few lawsuits were filed 
over numerous issues. 

Walter DeLeon, the un-

armed man who was shot 
by police in the summer of 
2015 on Los Feliz Boulevard, 
moved away from the area in 
2016, is under his sister’s care 
and continues extensive physi-
cal rehabilitation from his 
near-fatal injuries; St. Mary of 
the Angels still has not rented 
its empty commercial build-
ing once considered Los Fe-
liz’s unofficial town hall; and 
the highly controversial city 
takeover of the Greek Theater 
proved in 2016 to be finan-
cially successful for the city’s 
Dept. of Recreation and Parks. 

Sadly, 2016 saw the third 
anniversary of the murder of 
Silver Lake resident Joseph 
Gatto, the father of now re-
tired California State Assem-
blymember Mike Gatto. The 
murder remains unsolved. 

Who knows what will 
happen in 2017. It seems after 
the election of Donald Trump 

for president, almost anything 
is possible. 

Now that the conten-
tious presidential election 
has passed, we must turn our 
sights to upcoming city elec-
tions in March and May. 

Eric Garcetti’s mayoral 
seat is being challenged by a 
Windsor Square resident who 
has gained traction based on 
donations to his campaign 
and a handful of individu-
als are hoping to beat incum-
bent Councilmember Mitch 
O’Farrell for his Los Angeles 
City Council District 13 seat. 

Both races promise good 
community dialogue and we 
will be reporting and updat-
ing the races throughout the 
winter and spring. Stay tuned 
for updates on local candidate 
forums for the CD13 race.

For now, Happy New 
Year and here’s hoping all your 
news in 2017 is good. 

All Welcome!

Fine Mexican Food 
Since 1962

Updated Menu
New Vegan Section

Weekend Champagne Brunch
Private Party Rooms

Happy Hour Everyday 3-7pm
“Casita Live!” Music

Outdoor Patios

Free Parking (Valet after 5pm)

Casita del Campo Restaurant
1920 Hyperion Ave. Silverlake, Ca. 90027

323-662-4255
Open at 11am everyday

www.casitadelcampo.net

Cover Photo Captions
•	 City policies changed in 2016 and two lawsuits were 

filed	over	former	Los	Angeles	City	Councilmember	
Tom LaBonge’s destruction of documents as he left 
office	in	2015.

•	 St. Mary of the Angels’ Father Christopher Kelley won 
in court to resume control of his Finley Avenue church

•	 The Ledger highlighted throughout the spring and 
summer our fantastic hiking trails with a feature 
called “Day Trekking”

•	 The once bucolic Beachwood Canyon neighborhood 
has	seen	an	influx	of	Hollywood	Sign	tourism,	which	
residents say has caused safety and other issues.

•	 “Color Run” at Dodgers Stadium raised funds for 
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles and Back on My 
Feet, a charity that combats homelessness 

•	 Hancock Park resident and artist Tim Youd retyped 
John Rechy’s Numbers	at	Fern	Dell	in	Griffith	Park	

•	 The City Planning Commission approved a contro-
versial	Frank	Gehry-designed	mixed-use	project	on	

the Sunset Strip 
•	 The LFIA celebrated its 100th Anniversary with an 

exhibit	of	historic	Los	Feliz	photographs	throughout	
the Village in September

•	 “Music	Box	Day,”	was	once	again	celebrated	in	Oc-
tober,	honoring	Laurel	and	Hardy’s	1932	film	which	
saw the duo attempting to deliver a piano up these 
Silver Lake stairs

•	 The murder of Joseph Gatto remained unsolved in 
2016, but divided factions within the family were 
revealed and some questioned whether Gatto had 
rewritten his will shortly before his death

•	 After his Russell Avenue bungalow was determined 
not	to	be	of	historic	significance,	the	city	and	fans	
of Forest J Ackerman compromised and named the 
intersection in front of Los Feliz’s House of Pies 
after	the	sci-fi	legend	

•	 City Lights Los Feliz was approved in 2016. Develop-
ers hope to break ground near the end of 2017.
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(we honor them all)warranty
extended

[STREET LEVEL]

Besides the Election,
What Was the Biggest Story of 2016?

By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer

2016 was a busy year and not just because of the presidential election. After all, this was the year 
of the Flint water crisis, Bob Dylan’s Nobel Prize, Wells Fargo committing banking fraud and the 
Chicago Cubs’ World Series win. What do you think was the biggest non-election related story of 
2016?

“Probably the 
Dakota Access 
Pipeline 
because there 
were weeks 
where it wasn’t 

talked about, but it was so 
important.” 
– Josefina P., outside the Los 
Feliz 3 on Vermont Avenue. 

“Probably the 
Dakota Access 
Pipeline. There 
was little talk 
of the environ-
ment from 

either side in this election, so 
the Standing Rock protesters 
were very important.” 
– Ben R., outside Skylight 
Books on Vermont Avenue.

“The media 
acknowledging 
the killing of 
innocent black 
men by police 

officers is the biggest story.” 
– Stephanie S., outside 
Good Greek Grill.

“Dolly Parton 
giving $1,000 a 
month to the 
people in 
Tennessee who 
lost their 

homes in the wild fires.” 
– Jeff H., outside Good 
Greek Grill on Vermont 
Avenue. 

“The Dakota 
Access Pipe-
line, because 
even with the 
election going, 
people still 

talked about it and made sure 
it wasn’t forgotten.” 
– Lexi C., outside the Good 
Greek Grill on Vermont 
Ave.

“Syria’s a pretty 
big one. Also, 
Bowie leaving 
us.” 
– Shyla M., 
outside Sky-

light Books on Vermont 
Avenue. 

“Everyone 
[expletive] 
dying, includ-
ing our coun-
try!” 
– Jeremy M., 

outside Skylight Books on 
Vermont Avenue. 

January Community Meetings

Greater Los Angeles Homeless Count

Los Angeles Metro Area Count
January 26th

Various Locations
Visit theycountwillyou.org for details and to volunteer

Atwater Village Neighborhood Council

Governing Board
January 12th at 7 p.m.
3852 Edenhurst Ave.

East Hollywood Neighborhood Council

Governing Board
January 16th at 6:30 p.m.

1559 North Kenmore Avenue

Echo Park Neighborhood Council

Governing Board
January 24th at 7 p.m.

1711 Montana St.

Los Feliz Neighborhood Council

Governing Board
January 17th at 7:30 p.m.

4607 Prospect Avenue

Silver Lake Neighborhood Council

Governing Board
January 3rd at 7 p.m.
2828 Herkimer Street

Los Feliz Ledger
Read this month’s 

columns and other 

online-exclusive stories 

at losfelizledger.com
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IT’S TIME TO DO  

FLETCHER PILATES
First Lesson $45

(323) 522-6742 
pilatesbodyshopla.com 

 

Gelson’s Shopping Center  2732 Griffith Park Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90027

MAKE 
MONDAYS 
MATTER 
This year, discover more 
than a workout.

Start now and pay NO JOINING FEE on Mondays this January.

HOLLYWOOD YMCA  
1553 N Schrader Boulevard 

Hollywood, CA 90028
P 323 467 4161   

W ymcaLA.org/hw  

By Rita Mauceri, Ledger Columnist

New Year’s resolutions can be challenging. We all want to start 2017 on a good note, but if you aim 
too high, you inevitably fail to accomplish all that you set out to. Aim too low, and you’re cheating your-
self out of a chance to discover new things, meet new people, and push yourself towards a better and 
more meaningful life. 

January has traditionally become a rather somber month as all the festivity and frivolity of Novem-
ber and December fade away, replaced by bulging bellies, loads of holiday debt, and all-around winter 
doldrums.

Instead of punishing yourself, this year, turn January into an inspired and exciting time. Take 
charge and reinvent your resolutions. Focus on things that truly mean something to you, that are 
genuine, heartfelt, community-driven, and will improve your life…and maybe others’ lives too.

We’ve got a few ideas—40 to be exact—to get you started.

1. KICK THINGS OFF WITH A 
CLEANSE. After several months gorg-
ing on Halloween candy, pumpkin 
pie, stuffing, mashed potatoes, egg-
nog, and goodness knows what else, 
it’s time to push your body’s restart 
button. There are tons of cleanses 
out there, but the famous “Mas-
ter Cleanse” is a perennial favorite. 
Downing an elixir of lemon juice, 
cayenne pepper, and maple syrup (and 
nothing else) for 7+ days may sound 
more like torture than self-improve-
ment, but devotees love this regimen 
and claim to feel absolutely amazing 
after the 3-day mark. 

2. TRIM PORTIONS AND POUNDS. 
The average weight gain over the holi-
day season is less than five pounds, 
but it often feels like double that. To 
counter the extra lbs you may have 
gained from a few too many ginger-
bread men, try portion control instead 
of an all-out diet. When you order 
out, split your meal with a friend 
(most restaurants over-serve portions 
anyway) or eat dinner on a salad plate 
rather than a dinner plate (less food 
looks like more).

3. GO GLUTEN-FREE. Whether you 
have a gluten intolerance or not, con-

sider going gluten-free or reducing 
your intake. Forge a plan for 2017 to 
stick to a 95% gluten free diet. (And 
hit up Trader Joe’s, which carries an 
increasing array of GF products from 
sliced bread to pancake mix.)

4. SAY “SO LONG” TO SUGAR. Ac-
cording to Healthline.com, research-
ers are now saying sugar is more ad-
dictive than heroin and a whopping 
70% of Americans are consuming 
toxic levels. Not only that, but sugar is 
hidden in everything from salad dress-
ings to pasta sauces. Get informed and 
get on board with reducing your sugar 
in the new year.

5. PICK A TRAIL, ANY TRAIL. 4000 
acres, folks. In your backyard. Hiking 
in Griffith Park is a luxury we some-
times take for granted. If you’re look-
ing for new trails to explore, catch up 
on Mike Pallotta’s terrific series “Day-
Trekking,” which ran in the Ledger 
last year.

6. SWEAT IN STYLE. What’s your sweat 
style? The Hollywood YMCA is a 
popular choice for locals like real es-
tate agent Silke Fernald. “I love the 
Y because it is a gym for all ages, the 
staff is super-friendly, the classes—es-
pecially Gravity Pilates and yoga—

are amazing and 
with your mem-
bership comes 
kids’ care (for 
free),” she said. 

Or consider the historic Los An-
geles Athletic Club in Downtown, 
which offers world-class facilities 
including a lap pool, squash court, 
basketball court, fitness studios, 
and spa. For those on a budget, 
Griffith Park Yoga offers donation-
based classes in Ferndell Park.

7. MONEY UP. After the deluge of 
spending during December, it’s time 
to get your finances in order. Invest in 
a program like Quicken to track your 
monthly spending and make tax time 
easier. Or consider hiring a financial 
advisor like Rob Menz, a Los Feliz 
dad and neighborhood fixture who is 
heavily involved in the community. 

8. DETOX YOUR IN-BOX. Unsubscribe 
from any daily or weekly newsletters 
that you don’t actually take the time 
to read. Same for all those retail sites 
that you signed up for to get that 10% 
off your first purchase. Pick up the 
phone instead of email. Everything 
gets done faster.

9. SLIM DOWN ON SOCIAL MEDIA. 
We love Facebook and Pinterest and 
Snapchat and Twitter and [insert lat-
est social media craze here] as much as 
the next person, but if you’re on them 
for more than one hour a day, experts 
say it’s time for a change.

10. MANNERS, PEOPLE. Be polite. It’s 
alarming how widely good old-fash-
ioned manners have disappeared—

especially in 
kids and teens. Set a good example. 
Try and speak respectfully to every-
one you meet, from the barista to the 
checkout clerk at Target. 

11. MEDITATE. Start with 10 minutes 
a day and work your way up. If you 
need a beginner’s guide, try the app 
Headspace, which walks you through 
every step, or check out Dharma Punx 
in East Hollywood (near Los Angeles 
City College) and learn how to “sit.” 
Trust us, it’s worth it.

12. SAYONARA, SMOKING. Prop 56 
passed, bringing new taxes on ciga-
rettes, which means a pack of Marl-
boros will now run you around $7. So 
maybe it’s time to give them up, even 
if just for your wallet’s sake.

13. GET TO KNOW YOUR HEALTH IN-
SURANCE. If you’ve got a shiny new 
insurance card (thank you Covered 
California), use it. Lots of health in-
surance providers today pay for visits 
to the acupuncturist. Try Universal 
Family Wellness Clinic in Silver 
Lake, Balance Acupuncture on Ver-
mont, or Healing Hands on Larch-

SPECIAL SECTION

New Year, New resolutioNs: 
How to Make 2017 Inspired, Insightful, and Important
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MODERN AMERICAN RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE
WITH LIVE MUSIC –  SET IN CLASSIC ART DECO STYLE

Tuesday-Saturday: 6pm to Midnight • Sunday: 6pm to 11pm • Closed Monday

5168 Melrose Ave., Los Angeles 90038 (Corner of Wilton)
Visit TheEdmon.com to make a reservation or call (323) 645-5225 • 21 & over establishment

mont Boulevard. 

14. FORGIVE. 2016 was a contentious 
year for many, filled with hateful rhet-
oric and more downs than ups. Let it 
go. Forgive. Forgive. Even those who 
have hurt you the most. The outcomes 
will be amazing. 

15. ORGANIZE. Get your belongings in 
order with help from local services 
such as Into the Light or Odyssey Or-
ganizing. Or pick up a copy of Marie 
Kondo’s oh-so-trendy bestseller The 
Life-Changing Magic of Tidying Up 
and do it yourself.  

16. START A BULLET JOURNAL. This in-
creasingly popular method of organiz-
ing your life involves keeping your cal-
endar and task list in one place. Invest 
in an old-school journal, which ac-
cording to bulletjournal.com, “can be 
your to-do list, sketchbook, notebook, 
and diary, but most likely, it will be all 
of the above. It will teach you to do 
more with less.”

17. PROTECT YOURSELF ONLINE. 
Download and use a true encryption 
password program (that self-generates 
impossible-to-hack passwords.) Just 
remember to always have the program 
loaded on your desktop or phone be-
cause if you don’t you won’t remember 
any of your passwords. 

18. SAY NO TO TV NEWS. Less CNN, 
FOX News and MSNBC. If, like 
many, you watched ALL of the presi-
dential coverage several hours a night 
as well as ALL the debates, you could 
use a break from the outraged an-
chors, screaming “experts” and overly 
dramatic pundits.

19. SHOP LOCAL. We are so thankful for 
our local booksellers Iike Chevalier’s 
and Skylight, hardware stores like 
Baller, and clothing boutiques like 
Lake and Vamp Shoes. Skip Amazon 
and support your local artisans and 
shop owners.

20. SAMPLE SOME SYRAH. Grab a glass 
of wine with friends at Bar Covell. The 
sommeliers are great at recommend-
ing something to suit every taste.

21. JUMP ON THE POKE TRAIN. The 
Hawaiian raw fish dish took the foodie 
world by storm in 2016, and you’ll be 
seeing more poke bowl fever in 2017. 
Stop by Lemonade in Larchmont to 
sample Tuna and Avocado Poke with 
tangerines, icicle radish, and sesame or 
visit En Sushi in Los Feliz to try one of 
their seven different takes on the dish.

22. GET ARTSY AT THE BROAD. The 
Downtown art destination is a huge 
hit with adults and kids alike. Take in 
a wonderful array of pieces by modern 
masters including Cy Twombly, Rob-
ert Rauschenberg, and Andy Warhol.

23. GET FRESH AT A FARMERS’ MAR-
KET. Hit your local weekend market 
to load up on everything from nuts to 
farm-fresh eggs to fish to gourmet veg-
an spreads. Saturdays you can shop at 
the Silver Lake market, and Sundays 
at neighborhood favorites in Atwater 
Village and Larchmont Village.

24. TRY A WEEK WITHOUT WHEELS. 
Give your car a rest and try a week 
without driving. Use an alternate set 
of wheels and bike around town, or 
get some exercise by walking. You’ll 
also find it lowers your stress level not 
to deal with traffic and (ahem) bad 
drivers.

25. GO NATIVE. We’ve finally started 
getting a bit of rain and, hopefully, 
some relief from the ongoing drought 
in Southern California. Still, this is a 
great time to start researching native 
and drought-tolerant plants to add to 
your yard or garden.

26. TREAT YOURSELF. You work hard. 
You deserve a treat now and then. 
Take a few hours and escape to one of 
the many amazing local spas. Neigh-
borhood favorites include Olympic 
Day Spa, Natura Day Spa, Larchmont 
Sanctuary, The Raven Spa, and Dtox.

27. EXPLORE YOUR ROOTS. Potted, a 
funky little plant-filled shop on Los 
Feliz Boulevard, offers a range of 
fun workshops on everything from 
wreath-making to succulents. Check 
out their website for details.

28. HIT THE WALL. Stronghold Climb-
ing Gym is a Downtown gem where 
you can learn to indoor rock climb. 
They accommodate all levels and even 
offer birthday parties if you have a kid 
who becomes addicted to the sport.

29. ROCK OUT. You’ve always wanted to 
play the guitar? The cello? The drums? 
Silver Lake Conservatory of Music 
can teach you any instrument, so what 
are you waiting for? Sign up for indi-
vidualized lessons and unleash your 
inner Clapton. Or Yo-Yo Ma.

30. READ ALL ABOUT IT. “Read more” is 
one of those popular resolutions that 
we all make but don’t keep because 
we’re “too busy.” Set a reasonable goal 
for yourself. A book a week? Two a 
month? Explore fiction and non-fic-
tion and tap into your local library 
where you can reserve books, renew 
online, and download audiobooks all 
for free. The Hoopla app is also worth 
checking out if you’re into audio ver-
sions.

31. STRIKE OUT. More and more people 
are discovering the fun of bowling 
nights with friends or 
family. Pick your fa-
vorite spot from The 
Spare Room at the 
Hollywood Roosevelt 
Hotel to Highland 
Park Bowl or Lucky 
Strike at Hollywood 
& Highland.

32. HOLD A PRIVATE 
SHOWING. Film 
lovers, you can ac-
tually rent the Vista 
Theater in Los Fe-
liz for private events. 
Share the cost with 
a few friends, pick 
your favorite flick, 
send out invites and 
load up on popcorn 
and treats. It’s movie 
night done right.

33. V O L U N T E E R . 
Whatever cause in-
terests you most, be 
it pets, kids, or the 
homeless, make this 
the year to stop talk-
ing and start doing. 
826LA is a fantastic 
non-profit “dedi-
cated to supporting 
students ages 6 to 18 
with their creative 
and expository writ-
ing skills,” accord-
ing to their mission 

statement. Las Fotos Project  (LFP) 
is a community-based photography 
program focused on nurturing cre-
ative expression and bringing positive 
change to teen girls facing adversity. 
Volunteer work is rewarding on so 
many levels. “A friend of mine com-
mented on how many hours I devoted 
to my children’s school and suggested 
I put my efforts toward the greater 
good,” said Mary McCloud of LFP. 
“I can’t thank him enough for that 
suggestion. Over the past year, I have 
been proud to be a part of something 
bigger than myself, bigger than my zip 
code, that connects me to the greater 
Los Angeles community. I see myself, 
my daughter, and a brighter future in 
the work the girls create in photos and 
words each semester.”

34. UNPLUG FOR A DAY. We all know 
we need less tech in our lives but it’s 
hard to actually unplug. The best way 
to make it happen? Set aside one day 
a week (like Sundays) and go phone-
less. Your mind, body, and spirit will 
thank you.

35. GET CREATIVE. Art and photogra-
phy classes are available at a range of 
nearby hotspots including Barnsdall 
Arts Center, Wizard of Art in Los 
Feliz, Art Works in Larchmont, and 
LACMA in Mid-City. Hand & Ma-
chine Studio, located in El Sereno, is 
a design studio that offers a variety of 
classes in pottery, digital fabrication, 
and industrial design. 

36. COOK LIKE A PRO. Browse 
Pinterest or hit up one of the 
many incredible food blogs 
like 101 Cookbooks, Natu-
rally Ella, or Pinch of Yum to 
experiment with new dishes 
and flavors. Kiss your days of 
frozen pizza and canned soup 
buh-bye.

37. ADOPT A PET. Pets. They 
lower stress. They help us live 

longer. They make us happy. They 
need homes. Welcome a furry friend 
into your family this year. You’ll be so 
glad you did.

38. BUILD A VINYL COLLECTION. Start 
a collection or expand your existing 
one with a trip to one of our great lo-
cal record stores. Start with Jacknife 
Records and Tapes in Atwater, Vaca-
tion Vinyl and Rockaway in Silver 
Lake or Permanent Records and Cos-
mic Vinyl in Echo Park. 

39. INSTAGRAM YOUR LIFE. Yes, we are 
resolving to spend less time trolling 
on social media this year, but Insta-
gram has become something more—a 
downright art form. Don’t just dabble 
in Instagram. Make this the year you 
actually start creating a standout IG 
feed. Bring your unique, eye-catching 
perspective to life through amazing 
images that reflect who you are.

40. WRITE ABOUT YOUR LIFE. Not 
everyone is cut out to keep a diary 
(if you’ve ever seen the hysterical live 
show, “Mortified,” you know what 
we mean), but there are other op-
tions. Keep a watercolor journal, start 
your autobiography, or launch a blog. 
Whatever suits your personality and 
style, find a way to write about your 
life, your loves, your city. Create a liv-
ing, breathing record of 2017 so that 
when 2018 arrives, you can look back, 
reflect, and enjoy.
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CHA Hollywood Presbyterian 
Medical Center wishes our family, 
friends and community a very 
happy and healthy holidays!

We are committed to being 
the difference.

The difference to our patients.
The difference to our community.
The difference to you.

“It’s Been An Honor to Serve You” 
By Mike Gatto, California State Assemblymember

Always leave 
the campsite 
in better shape 
than when 
you arrived. 
This maxim 
guides the Boy 

Scouts, and it should guide 
legislators.

This month marks the 
end of my almost seven years 
as your Assemblyman. When I 
first took office, our state was in 
the grips of a terrible recession. 
While I can’t take credit for 
turning the economy around—
and any politician who does is 
lying to you—I hope I helped 

California survive the crisis and 
learn from it.

During my time in office, 
I strove to serve our commu-
nity with meaningful legis-
lation. I authored the Rainy 
Day Fund, forcing Sacramen-
to to sock away money when 
times are good, so we needn’t 
scramble so much when times 
are not. I authored landmark 
production tax incentives, to 
keep good entertainment jobs 
in our community. I authored 
the only substantive Prop. 65 
reform ever, which saved our 
local businesses from junk 
lawsuits. 

I was the co-author of 
the water bond, which brings 
$700 million to clean up the 
plentiful groundwater beneath 
our feet, which we haven’t 
been able to tap despite the 

drought, because it’s so pol-
luted. I authored a bill to allow 
families to avoid probate. And, 
on a more fun level, I authored 
the bill to bring back those 
classic black license plates that 
seem so popular now.

I endeavored to answer all 
e-mails I received: if someone 
asked me how I was going to 
vote, or why I voted a certain 
way, or simply asked for my 
opinion on the new flavor of 
milkshake at a local restau-
rant, I answered them. I didn’t 
take a walk on tough votes. In 
fact, I didn’t miss a vote for 
several years—over 10,000 

votes in a row—one of the 
longest streaks in the nation. 
And I tried to be bipartisan. 
There is no monopoly on good 
ideas.

Public office changed me 
a bit. I lost my father during 
my tenure, and if I have one 
regret, it is simply that I didn’t 
get to spend that much time 
with him. Other than that, 
I don’t regret much, even the 
head full of gray hairs that I 
acquired during my time in 
office.

Indeed, it has been an 
honor to serve you. And I re-
main available to help with 
whatever you need. So stay in 
touch, will you? You can (still) 
reach me any time at mike@
mikegatto.com. I hope I left 
the “campsite” that is our state 
in better shape.

Advertise in the 
2017 Restaurant Guide

Special Ad Rate February ONLY!

*ask about color fee

Advertising Space Deadline: January 17, 2017
Newspaper Delivers: February 2, 2017

Libby Butler-Gluck at libby@losfelizledger.com 
or (323) 644-5536 to reserve advertising

CONTACT

1/8 page - $150

1/4 page - $300

1/2 page - $600

full page - $1200

I endeavored to answer all e-mails I 
received: if someone asked me how I was go-
ing to vote, or why I voted a certain way, or 
simply asked for my opinion on the new fla-

vor of milkshake at a local restaurant, 
I answered them.
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•	 Access	your	data	everywhere,	on	your	PC,	
smartphone,	tablet	or	in	the	cloud.

•	 Migrate	your	data	to	a	new	computer.
•	 Troubleshoot	computer/smartphone	problems.
•	 Wi-fi	&	networking	issues.

•	 iPhone,	iPad,	Abdroid,	tablets	&	more.
•	 Remote	support	&	house	calls	available.
•	 Reasonable	rates.
•	 Plain,	non-technical	English.
•	 20	years	of	experience.

You have a PC Expert in your neighborhood!

Michael@michaelmartin.net		•		323-810-6453		•		www.michaelmartin.net

Tree Lighting Festival 
Atwater Village

A VERY MERRY THANK YOU TO…

Captain Ziola + LAFD Fire Station 50 (for rescuing + 
relighting our 70ft tree topper), Captain Sandoval 
@ LAPD (for rescuing Santa and Co in a squad car 
in time for the show), Janet @ Wells Fargo Bank, 
Catherine Dent, Chris Coyle @ Shakaboom, Louie 
+ Wanda @ Santa + Mrs Claus, Ava + Ella Brennan 
@ Santa’s Elves, Mitch O’Farrell + Mary Rodriguez 
@ CD13, Atwater Village Neighborhood Council, 
Bob + Jackie @ J&B Graphics, Courtney + Kurt 
Real Estate, Shannon + Joey @ Fenton LA, Alex @ 
Momed, Paul Pagnone, Tricia @ Bon Vivant, John 
@ Tam O’Shanter, Jill + Beth @ Common, Michelle 
@ Ultra Violet Kids, Ruth’s Pupusas, Na Young 
@ Proof Bakery, Sarah @ Salon Mix, Saralynne 
+ Michelle @ Treehaus, Claudio @ All’Acqua, 
Eileen, Lisa + Juan @ Atwater Ave Elementary, 
Holy Trinity School Choir, Peggy, Sammy + Bobby 
@ Jill’s Paint, James @ Box Brothers, Miss Molly + 
the Lunch Bunch kids @ A Place To Create, Allan 
@ Keepsake Photos, Weston @ Joymode, LAPD 
North East Cadets, Lions Club of Greater Griffith 
Park, Korean Christian Church, Patricia @ State 
Farm Insurance, Voices of Christmas Carolers, 
Jason Myers @ Atwater Ukulele Club. Bruce 
Fleenor, Matthew Weil, Gavin Brennan, Natalie 
Dankenbring, Grace Pyke, Oscar Varela @ The 
Atwater Art Co, Antonio, Ramiro + Jeff @ AAA 
Rents, and David Mast @ Outdoor Movies Inc

Heartfelt thanks to our merry volunteers of the TLC 
(Tree Lighting Committee): Courtney Morris Weil, 
Shelli-Anne Couch, Sandra Caravella, Emiliana 
Dore, Rueben Martinez, Mario Cardenas, Julia 
Mewbourne, Vanessa Noon, Daniel Agramon, Kei 
@ Friends of Glenfeliz Elementary, Michelle, Citlali 
+ Lily @ Friends of Atwater Elementary, Gene 
Gilbert and Brittany Harmon.

[CD13 ELECTION]

Candidates Weigh In On Ways to Help 
Small Businesses

By Allison B. Cohen and Andrew Davis

Five candidates qualified 
in December for the upcom-
ing March election, running 
against incumbent Mitch 
O’Farrell for the Los Angeles 
City Council District 13 seat.

Doug Haines, Jessica Sa-
lans, David De la Torre, Bill 
Zide and Sylvie Shain each 
met the city’s threshold for 
verified signatures by Decem-
ber 7th and will now be on the 
March 7th ballot, according to 
the Los Angeles City Clerk. 

Each month between now 
and an expected May 2017 
run-off, we will talk with 
the candidates about differ-
ent issues of the district. This 
month: small businesses.

O’Farrell has recently 
authored a series of motions, 
which he calls his “Open for 
Business Initiative,” to help 
small businesses in a variety 
of ways, including an online 
application for small business 
loans and creating a “Planning 
Case Manager”—a sort of con-
cierge to help small business 
owners navigate what O’ Far-
rell calls the city’s “byzantine” 

zoning code and the often 
contradictory city, county and 
state hoops they must jump 
through in order to open.

“What I want to do,” 
O’Farrell said in an interview, 
“is reduce the amount of red 
tape to help small businesses 
just to get open.”

O’Farrell previously 
served as a deputy to Eric 
Garcetti, who represented the 
district before becoming may-
or, and was elected as CD13 
representative in 2013. During 
his time serving the district, he 
said, the bureaucracy for small 
business owners has just got-
ten worse. 

“Year after year, there are 
more and more requirements 
that have been put on the 
books and taking them in to-
tal, it just adds up to a lot of 
frustrations and challenges,” 
he said. 

O’Farrell said the process 
just needs some attunement. 

“Right now,” O’Farrell 
said, “there is no coordina-
tion,” among agencies. “It can 
take over a year for a small 

business to just get open. Who 
is to say we can’t reduce that? 
Time is money.”

Another of O’Farrell’s 
proposals is to standardize 
the process for renewing con-
ditional use permits, such as 
those for serving alcohol.

Currently, such renewals 
can occur in 1, 5, 7 or even 
15-year intervals, according to 
O’Farrell’s June 2016 council 
motion. 

Such erraticism does not 
lend itself, O’Farrell said, to 
easy planning for an owner. 
He instead wants businesses in 
good standing to have a fixed 
timeline for their permit re-
newals of every 5 or 10 years. 
That way, he said, they can 
plan for it.

According to O’Farrell 
the cost for some restaurant 
owners can run between 
$15,000 and $30,000, just to 
go through the alcohol permit 
renewal process. 

“We can reduce that 
greatly for good operators,” O’ 
Farrell said.

see CD13 page 8

Advertise in the

Los Feliz Ledger
(323) 644-5536
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WORRIED?
STRESSED?

DEPRESSED?
There are answers in this book.

BUY AND READ

DIANETiCS
T H E  M O D E R N  S C I E N C E  O F

 M E N T A L  H E A L T H

MAY YOU NEVER BE THE SAME AGAIN

THE #1 BEST SELLING BOOK ON THE HUMAN MIND

BY L. RON HUBBARD

PRICE: $25
4810 W. Sunset Blvd., LA CA 90027

Open daily: 9am - 10pm
www.scientology-losangeles.org/books

3178 Glendale Boulevard,  Los Angeles, CA 90039   

323.906.0088    www.pilatesmetro.com

Unlimited Group Classes only $199 per month!

But candidate Doug 
Haines said permits should 
be harder, not easier to renew 
as the area becomes more and 
more saturated with liquor 
markets and restaurants that 
serve alcohol. 

Haines said he also wor-
ries that the fewer times the 
city has to evaluate if permits 
should be renewed, the worse 
for the public. 

“He may be promoting 
it as a way to help business,” 
Haines said, “but what it is, is 
a way to reduce public input. 
It stiff-arms the community.... 
Neighborhoods won’t really 
have the opportunity to have 
input [on whether an alcohol 
permit should be renewed] if 
there are problems.”

The key plank in Haines’ 
platform is that O’Farrell is 
overdeveloping the district, 
especially with luxury condos.

Even when it comes to 
the question of small business, 
Haines once again points to 
the overdevelopment, which 
has risen rents across the 
board.

“It’s the small businesses 
in the area suffer,” Haines 
said. “Like the small vacuum 
shop down the road.” 

He calls it the “Wal-Mart 
effect.”

“They suck the air right 
out of the room,” he said. 

Candidate Bill Zide said 
the streamlining of bureaucra-
cy that O’Farrell has proposed 
is a good start, but he said he 
sees the “interconnectedness” 
of a number of problems in 
the district—new luxury de-
velopment, rising rental and 
retail rents and homelessness, 
for example—that are hurting 
the area’s mom and pops. 

“What we like about our 
area,” Zide said, “are the cafés, 
the small restaurants. They are 
what make the neighborhood 

unique. Mitch O’Farrell is far 
more interested in bringing in 
development and bringing in 
the chain stores.”

Zide also pointed to the 
recent rise in commercial rents 
in the district, which has oc-
curred with gentrification.

“Casbah Café went out 

of business in Silver Lake,” he 
said. “If you don’t own your 
building and your landlord 
triples your rent, then what do 
you do?”

The popular eatery closed 
in December 2015 and left 
a note taped to its door. The 
first sentence read: “Casbah 
is a good example of a turn-
ing point in a neighborhood 
where reality switches from 
everyday common sense to the 
corporate world reason.”

Zide also pointed to the 
rise in homelessness in Coun-
cil District 13, which accord-
ing to the Los Angeles Home-
less Services Authority, saw a 
34% increase in 2016 from the 
year prior. The area’s homeless 
population ranked 3rd overall 
citywide in 2016. 

According to Zide, small 
business owners have told him 
the issue drives their custom-
ers away and they get no help 
from the city.

“When they bring the is-
sue up or call the [Los Ange-
les Police Dept. (LAPD)], the 
LAPD tells them we can’t do 
anything. The councilmem-
ber has told us not to enforce” 
existing ordinances that allow 
the city to remove a home-

less person’s possessions from 
public areas, Zide said. “It’s 
become very political. It’s very 
visible. People are angry. The 
businesses are livid.”

But, Zide said, nearly all 
the district’s problems stem 
from overdevelopment. 

“It bleeds over to every-

thing. [O’Farrell] wants to 
make Hollywood great again,” 
Zide said, borrowing Presi-
dent-Elect Donald Trump’s 
campaign slogan. “He gen-
erally feels that way. What’s 

happened to Manhattan and 
San Francisco. That could be 
our future.”

Candidate Jessica Salans, 
27, said she decided to get into 
the race after working on the 
Bernie Sanders presidential 
campaign.

“The election shook me 
up,” she said. “Bernie empow-
ered me to find my personal 
power.”

According to Salans, who 
is from the San Francisco Bay 
Area and has lived in the dis-
trict the last 2 1/2 years, Sand-
ers’ call to become more politi-
cally involved resonated. 

“How do we continue this 
political revolution?” she said. 
“What can this political revo-
lution look like?”

Salans, who has worked 
in theatrical management and 
said she abhors idleness, said 
the council district needs to 

work better and quicker than 
it currently does.

“I hear people say, ‘I had 
this problem and I called the 
council office and I didn’t hear 
back.’”

For Salans, her grassroots 
campaign is all about simpli-
fication—getting rid of the 
excess for a more streamlined 
efficiency, even fewer staff. 

In regards to small busi-
nesses, she said O’Farrell’s 
recent small businesses ini-
tiatives lack out-of-the-box 
thinking. 

“When you read the reso-
lutions,” she said, “you get 
to the final motions and it’s 
sort of like a downer.... It’s 
great common sense,” what 
O’Farrell is proposing, “but at 
the same time there seems to 
be a lack of vision overall.”

Salans said if elected, she 

CD13 from page 7

see CD13 page 29

“You need to go to your neighborhood 
council [for help.] That is where your 

power lives. It can be a one stop shop.”
— Candidate Jessica Salans
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INTERFAITH TRILOGUE
THOUGHTS FOR A NEW PRESIDENT 

JANUARY 22, 2017 AT 11:00AM

Join us during service as Dr. Colglazier welcomes 
Rabbi Steven Leder and Imam Jihad Turk for this 
interfaith exploration of belief and understanding, 
with a discussion focused on hopes and expectations 
for the incoming presidential administration.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF LOS ANGELES   
Dr. R. Scott Colglazier, Senior Minister • Rev. Laura Fregin, Associate Minister 
Dr. Jonathan Talberg, Director of Music • Dr. Christoph Bull, Organist-in-Residence
540 So. Commonwealth Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90020 
www.FCCLA.org  •  Tel: 213.355.5228
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK @ 1STCHURCHLA

2016 Rewind 
By Allison B. Cohen, Erin Hickey, Sheila Lane and Andrew Davis

Following are updates and 
reminders of some of the most 
important stories we covered 
in 2016.

RYU FOR CONGRESS?
In December, Los Ange-

les City Councilmember Da-
vid Ryu toyed with the idea 
of running in a spring 2017 
special election for Xavier 
Becerra’s 34th Congressional 
seat after Becerra was selected 
by Gov. Jerry Brown to replace 
state Attorney General Kama-
la Harris, who won U.S. Sena-
tor Barbara Boxer’s seat in the 
November 8th election.

But less than a week after 
the news was leaked, Ryu de-
cided against it.

“I have spent the last sev-
eral days talking to family, 
friends, and constituents about 
the future of our communities 
and our country, and I thank 
all those who encouraged me 
to run. However, after careful 
thought, it’s even more clear to 
me that my heart remains here 
in Los Angeles, in the neigh-
borhoods and schools where I 
grew up, and with the diverse 
communities I have the honor 

of serving. Therefore, I will 
not seek the 34th Congressio-
nal seat.”

The 34th District includes 
Koreatown and parts of Han-
cock Park and Larchmont 
Village as well as Eagle Rock, 
Echo Park, Mt. Washington 
and other communities.

Ryu was elected in May 
2015 to represent Los Angeles 
City Council District 4, former-
ly represented by termed-out 
councilmember Tom LaBonge.

 
CITY LIGHTS DEVELOP-
MENT IN LOS FELIZ 

A controversial apartment 
and retail complex at the six-
point intersection of Hillhurst 
Avenue and Hollywood and 
Sunset boulevards was ap-
proved by the Los Angeles 
City Planning Commission 
in September, and according 
to Corey Leff of developers 
Chandler Pratt & Partners, 
they hope to break ground 
on construction by the end of 
2017.

The project will be a four 
to six story building with 202 
apartments and 14,725 square 
feet of commercial space. 

The development was 
first announced in 2014 and 
throughout various iterations 
and presentations at public 
meetings, has been called by 
some locals “obscene” in size, 
“an abomination” and “cookie 
cutter” in design. 

“We spent a lot of time 
with the Los Feliz Improve-
ment District and the land 
use committee of the Los Fe-
liz Neighborhood Council 
(LFNC) as well its governing 
board,” said Leff. “We really 
tried to take in all the com-
ments we heard.”

Ultimately, at the LFNC’s 
request, the developers met 
in 2015 with local architects 
Brenda Levin and Michael 
Lehrer for input on the proj-
ect’s look.

According to Leff, some 
of the architect’s recommenda-
tions, including adding more 
retail along Hillhurst Avenue, 
have been included in the final 
design, but he was unspecific.

Leff additionally said 
plans now reduce the “big 
feeling of the building,” but 
“the exterior won’t change too 
much,” he said. 

Earlier in August, the 
developer received approval 
to combine 12 different land 
parcels and a public alley-
way into one parcel for the 
project. Some locals, espe-
cially those with children, had 
hoped the alleyway—which 
has been used by elementary 
and middle school students to 
ride their bicycles to and from 
school—would remain, but 
the city disagreed.

At the August hearing, 
a handful of locals spoke 
against the project, includ-
ing one Los Feliz resident 
who said she had about 1,300 
signatures against it.

According to Luke Klipp, 
president of the Los Feliz 
Neighborhood Council, “the 
developers’ revised proposal 
that came before [the] LFNC 
in June of [2015] included 
additional parking and re-
moved...variance requests, in 
response to the initial concerns 
of the LFNC when the project 
first came before the board in 
December 2014.”

However, some lingering 
concerns of the LFNC, like 
traffic and pedestrian crossing 

issues and a designated pocket 
right turn-lane heading south-
bound on Hillhurst Avenue at 
Hollywood Boulevard, were 
read into the record at the 
City Planning Commission in 
August, ostensibly to be con-
sidered later, as the commis-
sion’s hearing only concerned 
combining the various parcels 
at the site into one.

Because the project did 
not ask for anything beyond 
what is allowed by current city 
planning rules, a vote on the 
project was not required by the 
Los Angeles City Council.

8150 SUNSET BOULEVARD/ 
FRANK GEHRY PROJECT

The Los Angeles City 
Council approved in No-
vember a controversial Frank 
Gehry-designed mixed-use 
apartment complex on the 
eastern edge of the Sunset 
Strip at Crescent Heights 
Boulevard, but only after Los 
Angeles City Councilmember 
David Ryu sought changes to 
the project, including a height 
reduction and fewer residen-
tial units—229, down from 

see REWIND page 13
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SHERRI ROGERS 

srogers@RSRrealestate.com 

323.810.1473

bre #01420104 

ANTHONY STELLINI 

astellini@RSRrealestate.com

310.963.4205 

bre #01710680

ELISA RITT

eritt@RSRrealestate.com 

310.308.4287

bre #01410040 www.RSRrealestate.com

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

[REAL ESTATE]

2016 Rewind and 2017 Forecast
We asked our real estate 

advertisers their thoughts on 
buying and selling homes in 
2016 and what they think is 
in store for 2017. Here’s what 
they had to say in their own 
words: 

COURTNEY & KURT 
REAL ESTATE
COMPASS REAL ESTATE

Supply and demand was 
once again the theme for 2016 
as it has been for the past few 
years. More buyers were inter-
ested in moving to Northeast 
Los Angeles then sellers want-
ing to depart. 

While sellers took advan-
tage of this imbalance and 
cashed in on record sale pric-
es…buyers found themselves 
in heated competition for a 

place to call home. 
This year, a typical season-

al slowdown was compounded 
by a contentious election that 
caused us all to hold our col-
lective breath. Time to ex-

hale…it’s almost 2017. Interest 
rates will undoubtedly be a hot 
topic in 2017. 

Post-election trends could 
continue higher and directly 
affect purchasing power. This 
could bring the currently 

skewed seller/buyer scale more 
into balance and cause real es-
tate agents to work harder for 
their keep. 

Patience and skill will likely 
be tested during such a transi-

tion, so hiring a seasoned pro 
will be of upmost importance.

We’re super grateful to 
learn this year that according 
to the multiple listing service, 
Courtney has been reported as 
having closed more deals than 

any other agent in Northeast 
Los Angeles in 2016.

Community involvement 
is vital to our existence and 
so are our “We Heart NELA 
Give-Back Program,” and our 

Atwater Fruit Exchange. Our 
local volunteering will contin-
ue ahead in 2017. 

JOE REICHLING 
(PARTNER BONI BRYANT)
BRYANT | REICHLING 

REAL ESTATE 
 
The market in 2016 

showed above-average price 
appreciation in three of the 
areas we serve, including Los 
Feliz (+7% increase), Silver 
Lake (+12% increase) and 
Hollywood Hills East (+12% 
increase). 

This appreciation is calcu-
lated by the percent change in 
average sale price from 2015 
to 2016. The market was en-
couraged by very low interest 
rates, recent stock market ap-
preciation and a growing local 
economy.

Our prediction of the 
market in 2017 is continued 
appreciation, albeit perhaps 
not as robust as 2016. 

Real estate is a very local 

“Real estate is a very local industry, and we predict the 
influx of major businesses to Downtown Los Angeles 

(Warner Music Group, Zurich and Gensler) and Hollywood 
(Netflix and Viacom) will add to housing demand in our areas.”

— Joe Reichling of Bryant | Reichling Real Estate 

see REAL ESTATE page 15

“
”



compass.com 626.205.4040  compass compassinc  compass

Courtney Smith
CalBRE #0140676

Kurt Wisner
CalBRE #01431217

323.667.0700
courtneyandkurt.com

3169 Glendale Boulevard - Atwater Village

Leah Sternberg and Compass congratulate 
Courtney + Kurt REAL ESTATE for being 

#1 in Northeast Los Angeles! 

ATWATER VILLAGE
3789 Livia Ln
4261 Brunswick Ave
3732 Brunswick Ave
4164 Edenhurst Ave
3347 Madera Ave
4014 Garden Ave
3744 Glenfeliz Blvd
3731 Glenfeliz Blvd
2972 Sunnynook Dr
3532 Hollydale Dr
4021 Chevy Chase Ave
3723 Edenhurst Ave
2931 Acresite St
3227 Hollydale Dr
3701 Edenhurst Ave
3324 Casitas Ave
3068 Gracia St
3615 Glenfeliz Blvd
3051 Tyburn St
3167 Silver Lake Blvd

$1,155,000
$991,001
$945,000
$895,000
$891,000
$858,000
$835,000
$834,000
$822,000
$820,000
$818,000
$802,500
$800,000
$794,000
$735,000
$680,000
$675,000
$635,000
$630,000
$614,000

EAGLE ROCK
4427 Mont Eagle
5115 Lunsford Dr
4817 Round Top Dr
4651 Castle Crest Dr
3919 Wawona St
4849 Avoca St
5190 Ellenwood Dr

$1,221,000
$945,270
$905,000
$850,000
$790,000
$730,000
$650,000

ECHO PARK
2226 Princeton Ave
1886 Lucretia Ave
2034 Vestal Ave
2038 Vestal Ave
1896 Lake Shore Dr
629 Belmont Ave
1978 Landa St
2032 Blackbirds Wy
2034 Blackbirds Wy
798 Kensington Ave
1621 Armitage St
1860 Lucretia Ave 
2022 Vestal Ave
2108 Loma Vista Dr
1800 Ashmore Pl
2109 Loma Vista Dr
1960 Walcott Wy

$1,103,000
$1,089,000
$1,035,000
$1,030,000
$1,025,000

$995,000
$960,000
$910,000
$895,000
$870,000
$865,000
$847,000
$785,000
$750,000
$710,000
$522,000

$97,300

EL SERENO
3423 Winchester Ave
5013 Lathrop St
4912 Barstow Dr
3101 Chadwick Dr

$603,000
$600,000
$555,000
$530,000

GLENDALE
3729 Ramsdell Dr
2510 Gardner Pl
2548 Glenoaks Blvd
1218 Yale Dr
1937 Gardena Ave
1209 Berkeley Pl
1600 Marion Dr
640 Arden Ave
1516 Marion Dr
1508 Dixon St #E

$1,103,250
$885,000
$782,000
$775,000
$725,000
$655,000
$654,500
$595,000
$564,000
$440,000

HIGHLAND PARK
636 Avenue 56
5327 Raphael St
622 Aldama Ter
4830 Malta St
5656 Aldama St
6515 Pollard St
1400 Avenue 57
222 Avenue 64
523 Marie St
4752 York Blvd
1030 Le Gray Ave
1841 Phillips Wy
123 Avenue 42
1965 Phillips Wy
5409 Abbott Pl
1030 Le Gray Ave
5830 Benner St

$879,000
$850,000
$825,800
$805,000
$788,300
$788,000
$780,000
$756,000
$751,000
$750,000
$740,000
$735,800
$667,000
$650,000
$528,000
$450,000
$350,000

GLASSELL PARK
4111 Division Pl
2342 Avenue 31
3111 Estara Ave
4667 Avenue 40
1335 El Paso Dr
3102 Edward Ave

$825,000
$742,000
$725,000
$626,000
$610,000
$505,000

LINCOLN HEIGHTS
$420,000
$420,000
$391,000

360 Avenue 26 #101
2347 Prince St
3227 Darwin Ave

BURBANK
$1,115,000 
$843,000* 

612 Sparks 
415 Beachwood

SOUTH PASADENA
$850,000166 Monterey 

ALTADENA
$850,000 
$662,000

1012 Parkman  
3233 Alaca

SUNLAND/TUJUNGA

OTHER AREAS

$415,000 
$160,000

$737,000 
$580,000
$579,000
$570,000
$560,000
$530,000
$529,900
$465,000
$395,000

10122 Breidt 
10020 Fairgrove

18417 Minnehaha St 
27910 Doubletree Way
6621 Petit Ave
5051 Rosewood Ave #203
717 Vernon St
4714 W 28th St
3035 8th Ave
258 S Gramercy #309
12042 Hart St #3LOS FELIZ

$2,671,500
$2,110,000

$990,000
$775,000

1801 Rodney Dr
5244 Los Franciscos Wy
4011-4013 Sunset Blvd
3277 Rowena Ave

MONTECITO HEIGHTS
$725,000
$660,000
$606,000

4230 Berenice Pl
1066 Pagoda Pl
3521 Griffin Ave

MOUNT WASHINGTON
$1,335,000
$1,200,000

$890,000
$795,000
$726,500
$670,000
$130,000
$100,800

804 Mt Washington
1053 Nordica Dr
4107 Division Pl
4175 Palmero Dr
3358 Scarboro St
3361 Scarboro
3951 Glenalbyn Dr
3949 Glenalbyn Dr

SILVER LAKE
$2,000,000
$1,655,000
$1,479,500
$1,340,000
$1,200,000
$1,079,850
$1,077,000
$1,026,724
$1,005,000

$985,000
$960,000
$846,000
$798,000
$760,000
$755,000
$680,000
$631,000

2327 Moreno Dr
3210 Drury Ln
1726 Maltman Ave
1717 Dillion St
2452 Meadow Valley Ter
2278 Silver Ridge Ave
2601 Ivan Hill Ter
2657 Locklsey Dr
880 Lucile Ave
2310 Griffith Park Blvd
4248 Gateway Ave
1336 Occidental Blvd
2966 Scott Ave
2260 Ewing St
1332 Sanborn Ave
4015 Del Mar Blvd
2266 Ewing St

COURTNEY + KURT REAL ESTATE TEAM SALES IN 2016 
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Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s 
International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associated and are not employees of 

Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.  Boni Bryant CalBRE 01245334. Joe Reichling CalBRE 01427385.

INTRODUCING
5516 Green Oak Dr.

www.GreenOakResidence.com

S O P H I S T I C AT E D  R E P R E S E N TAT I O N
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249. The project will also have 
65,000 square feet of com-
mercial space with plans for 
a grocery store, retail and res-
taurants. 

During much public de-
bate on the project, some have 
derided its look and density, 
while others have said Gehry’s 
design is a masterpiece and 
will assist Los Angeles in be-
coming a world-class city. 

Complicating the is-
sue is the Lytton Savings and 
Loan Building—now a Chase 
bank—designed in 1960 by 
renowned architect Kurt Mey-
er and considered by many to 
be an important example of 
mid-century modern design. 
In December, the Los Angeles 
City Council voted to desig-
nate the structure an historic 
cultural monument.  

However, Lytton’s his-
toric designation does not 
negate  the council’s previous 
approval of the Frank Gehry-
designed project  proposed for 
the same location, which cur-
rently calls for the bank’s de-
molition.

Instead, the designation 
will initiate  an additional 
180-day review process before 
construction on the Gehry 
project can begin.

According to Brian Lewis 

of Marathon Communica-
tions, a spokesman for Town-
scape Partners, the developers 
of the Gehry project, Town-
scape has no intention of re-
vising the project to prevent 
Lytton’s demolition.

“Recognizing that the 
Historic Cultural Monument 
status merely adds additional 
time for us to implement our 
mitigation measures, we re-
main committed to moving 
forward with our approved 
project that will bring world-
class architecture to Holly-
wood, provide much-needed 
housing, attract great retail 
options for the area, and cre-
ate new jobs,” said Lewis in a 
written statement.

Additionally, three law-
suits were filed in 2016 against 
the city regarding the project, 
including one from the Los 
Angeles Conservancy over the 
Lytton issue and another by 
the activist group Fix the City, 
regarding the project’s density 
and scope, which petitioners 
say is not in scale with the sur-
rounding neighborhood.

LABONGE DESTRUCTION 
OF DOCUMENTS/
LAWSUITS

The First Amendment 
Coalition filed a lawsuit in 

REWIND from page 10

see REWIND page 18

[OUR BREAD AND BUTTER]

Reenergize Your Space With Into the Light 
Organizing Service 

By Kimberly Gomez, Ledger Columnist

As long as we are saying 
hello to a new year, what bet-
ter way to get a fresh start than 
to organize your home and of-
fice? Whether clutter gathers 
in closets, drawers, the garage 
or out in the open, most of us 
reach a point where we can no 
longer look the other way. 

“People call when there’s 
a crisis and something is bug-
ging them,” said Kathleen 
Wakefield, professional orga-
nizer and owner of Into the 
Light Organizing Service. 

The process of digging 
through it all can be daunt-
ing. When “I’m going to get to 
that” becomes a constant guilt 
trigger, you may need an out-
side perspective. 

Wakefield works one-on-
one with clients to conquer 
these vital projects by break-
ing the process down into 
manageable steps. 

“They see the big group of 
things that they don’t want, 
but they don’t know what each 
item is,” said Wakefield. “As 
we pick through, we choose 
one thing to focus on, then 
move on to another thing. 
Over time, clients realize it 

gets easier to let go of things.” 
Once pared down, Wake-

field works with clients to 
organize their treasures into 
user-friendly systems and de-
sign an environment that fits 
with their personality, habits 
and lifestyle.

Real estate agent Alexis 
Hall said she has called upon 
Wakefield to help out during 
crucial transition periods of 
her life, such as moving into a 
new home or office.

“When I first met Kath-
leen I had stacks of papers 
and I was always losing my 
keys,” said Hall. “Basically she 
helped me define my systems 
and habits so the whole orga-
nization process for my house 
and office is intuitive to me.” 

After more than 10 years 
of working with Wakefield 
on projects from renovating 
her kitchen to organizing her 
child’s room, many of the sys-
tems are still in place. 

“I think there is a beauty 
to having things organized 
and it can look aesthetically 
pleasing as well,” said Hall.

Working with an outside 
person to separate yourself 

from your items, said Wake-
field, is something that may 
be better than trying to do it 
yourself.

Wakefield honed her or-
ganizing skills growing up in 
a family heavily influenced by 
the Great Depression.

“My parents tried to keep 
everything nice, but never had 
the space for it,” said Wake-
field. 

After 15 years in business, 
Wakefield said that one of the 
most rewarding aspects of her 
work has been seeing the posi-
tive impact that getting orga-
nized has had on her clients. 

“People feel lightened and 
a more calm and relaxed per-
son emerges without pieces of 
memories surrounding them,” 
says Wakefield.

Through the process of 
organization, Into the Light 
has helped many to rediscover 
items of value, release what is 
obsolete in their lives, and re-
energize their space.

Into the Light 
OrganizingService
intothelightorganizing.com 
or (213) 247-0611
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Start 2017 off 
freshly organized with 

	  

✣ 
Into The Light Organizing Service 

(213) 247-0611 
Kathleen@intothelightorganizing.com 

Working throughout the L.A. area since 2002 
Member-National Association of Professional Organizers 

Past N.A.P.O-L.A. Director of Communications 
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Ready to Take the Helm?
“The Captain’s House”
1243 Brunswick Avenue
South Pasadena

High on a knoll 
in South 

Pasadena sits a 
remarkable home.  
“The Captain’s 
House”, so named 
for its commanding, 
wheelhouse views 
of the Arroyo Seco 
below and distant 
mountains, has been 
a local landmark for 
110 years.  

Not just a 
garden-variety 

Craftsman bungalow, 
this chalet-inspired 
home has unusually 
large rooms and 
many of them, 
including separate 
guest quarters.  Original character details abound:  rich panelling, 
hardwood fl ooring and built-ins accent such features as the 
clinker-brick inglenook; grand, winding staircase; formal dining 
room with stained glass and clubby offi ce alcove.  Numerous 
balconies open the interior to the treetops and vistas.  Terraced 
gardens caress the home and climb the hillside woodland.  
“The Captain’s House” is a magical experience awaiting your 
inspection.

• 5 bedrooms; 3 baths
• 3,591 square feet on a 12,324 square foot lot, 

both fi gures 
per the 
assessor.

• South 
Pasadena 
schools.

• Mills Act 
eligible.

$1,500,000

Richard Stanley
#1 Agent - Los Feliz Offi ce, 2015 
and 1995-2009
Estates Director
Architectural and Historic Properties 
Specialist

rstanley@coldwellbanker.com
213 300-4567  cell / voice mail
©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark 
licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal 
Housing Opportunity.  Owned and operated by NRT LLC.  All rights reserved.  If your 
property is listed with another broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.  CalBRE license 
#:   00971211

[HOUSE AND HOLMES]

In Hot Water
By Rob Loos, Ledger Columnist

I am con-
stantly in hot 
water when 

it comes to fixing anything 
around the house, but this 
month I was literally out of 
hot water. 

Our water heater used to 
be a tank that was bolted to 
the wall of our “California 
basement”—a subterranean 
room that’s only slightly big 
enough to fit the water heater, 
a furnace, and one small Cali-
fornian.

Since the old tank could 
barely heat up enough hot wa-
ter for our family, we switched 
to a “tankless” water heater.

How does this work? The 
way I understand it is that a 
regular water heater is kind of 
like a teakettle on the stove. 
The tank is filled with water; 
it’s heated by gas and stays per-
colating until you need it. 

A tankless heater is kind of 

like those hot coils that make 
your K-Cup coffee machine 
work so quickly—it super-
heats the water on demand. 

Everything was great for a 
few months after we switched. 
We had a seemingly endless 
supply of hot water when we 
needed it, while conserving 
our water use, of course.

Then came the fateful mo-
ment when we had visitors in 
the guest room, we all had to 
get showers and there was no 
hot water to be found in any 
of the showers or sinks.

I went outside to check the 
tankless marvel, which was no 
longer in the California base-
ment, but was now bolted to 
the side of our home.

I investigated the beige 
metal box and saw a gas line 
going in and a water line going 
out. That seemed logical. Then 
why wasn’t it working? I went 
inside and checked the kitchen 

range—the gas burners were 
working.  I was stumped.

I was hoping to solve this 
problem on my own, with-
out bothering my exceptional 
contractor friend Dave, but 
no such luck. I reached Dave 
on his cell phone while he was 
finishing up a tennis lesson.

I explained my situation 
while he hit backhands at his 
pro.

“Is it unplugged?” he 
asked.

“What?” I answered.
“The tankless water heater 

needs to have electricity to 
work,” said Dave.

I walked outside to the 
tankless contraption and no-
ticed that there was an electri-
cal cord leading to an outlet 
that I hadn’t noticed before.

I plugged the tankless wa-
ter heater back into the elec-
trical power and we are once 
again basking in hot water.

All of which once again 
goes to prove, “If I can’t figure 
it out—and I know I can’t—
my friend Dave can.”

[KEEN TO BE GREEN]

Constructive Crowing in the Year 
of the Rooster
By Meher McArthur, Ledger Columnist

A c c o r d i n g 
to the East 
Asian lunar 
calendar, this 
month we 
say goodbye 
to the Year of 

the Monkey. And what a mon-
key 2016 was—a monkey on 
a roller coaster setting off fire-
works.

We will undoubtedly be 
feeling the effects of the crea-
ture’s mischief for months and 
years to come, as we watch ill 
will among the country’s pop-
ulation continue to rise along 
with our planet’s temperatures 
and sea levels.

It is important that at the 
start of this new year—be it 
solar or lunar—we strengthen 

our resolve.
Perhaps we can take a cue 

from this year’s zodiac animal. 
On January 28th, we will enter 
the Year of the Rooster, a year 
that is believed to be charac-
terized by alertness, prepared-
ness, forward movement, hard 
work and commitment.

Of course, the rooster 
is neither shy nor silent 
when it comes to protecting 
his family and home; nor 
should we be. 

For me, this rooster year 
has to be a year of alert-
ness and readiness to speak 
up. My goal is to join other 
concerned individuals and 
groups for a year of construc-
tive, conservation-minded 
crowing.

industry, and we predict the 
influx of major businesses to 
Downtown Los Angeles (War-
ner Music Group, Zurich and 
Gensler) and Hollywood (Net-
flix and Viacom) will add to 
housing demand in our areas. 

Conversely, the increase 
in local homelessness will con-
tinue to have a negative effect 
on our quality of life and the 
perceived desirability of our 
neighborhoods. This is a key 
issue moving forward and one 
that is just getting the atten-
tion it requires.

In 2016, we are very proud 
to have contributed significant 
money from every closing 
(over $100 million in sales in 
2016) to Lamp Community, 
which is a homeless organi-
zation located on Downtown 
Los Angeles’s Skid Row. 

In addition, in 2016 we 
started supporting Holly-
grove, which assists children 

from low-income families 
right here in East Hollywood.

 
RICHARD STANLEY
COLDWELL BANKER/
LOS FELIZ

In 2016, a dramatic mar-
ket cool-down spread from 
the Westside to Los Feliz, 
especially in the upper price 
ranges. Speculators began sell-
ing short on their unfinished 
projects.  

Silver Lake and Northeast 
Los Angeles are still very hot, 
especially in the under-$1 mil-
lion price range where over-
bidding and rising prices con-
tinue. Much all-cash buying 
continued in 2016.

For 2017, expect anything 
to happen. If President Trump 
abolishes Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac, as his Treasury 
Secretary nominee would like 
to do, the lower-end, “con-
forming,” secondary mortgage 

market will stall as mortgage-
backed securities become of 
dubious quality. The effect 
will be higher loan costs to 
consumers.  

We can also expect in-
creasing inventory, softer 
prices and longer market 
times, especially in the 
higher-priced, discretionary 
niche. Additionally, there 
will be less affordability as 
interest rates rise but con-
tinued strong demand from 
first-time buyers. 

This latter scenario could 
change dramatically if the 
stock market “corrects” and 
investors move from equities 
to more tangible assets such as 
real estate. I remember what 
happened when the stock mar-
ket crashed in 1987.

I continue to be blessed 
by working with some of the 
nicest clients I have ever had, 
especially the under-35, first-
time buyers. 
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BEVERLY HILLS

Libby Shapiro I Brokerage Manager 

p: 310.274.4000 I f : 310.278.9900

421 N Beverly Dr. Suite 200, 90210

BRENTWOOD

Gavin Fleminger I Brokerage Manager 

p: 310.300.3397 I f : 310. 300.2000

11999 San Vicente Blvd. Ste 100, 90049

HOLLYWOOD

Howard Lorey I Brokerage Manager 

p: 323 .462.6262 I f : 323 .462.6264

6525 Sunset Blvd. Suite G2, 90028

2516
KENILWORTH 
AVENUE,*
SILVER LAKE
$2,100,000

4059 
CROMWELL 
AVENUE,
LOS FELIZ
$1,840,000

1932 
TALMADGE 
STREET,*
LOS FELIZ
$1,600,000

3438 
WAVERLY 
DRIVE,**
LOS FELIZ
$1,445,000

Sitting behind private hedges on one of Silver Lake’s 

most coveted streets, this 1940’s traditional charmer 

offers 4 bedrooms + 4 baths, including a master with 

custom-tiled bath, that rounds out the private living 

quarters. Located in Ivanhoe School District.

Classic and elegant, this English country home evokes 

an upscale feeling of bygone days. The gated hideaway 

is sited atop a rolling grassy lawn and private gardens. 

The formal living room, complete with a library and 

fireplace opens to a serene inlaid brick courtyard.

Tucked in a picturesque knoll of Franklin Hills, this 

1930s Traditional exudes period details and captivating, 

remodeled design. Features include oak floors 

throughout, 3-zoned A/C, a home office, flat grassy 

yard, and Franklin Avenue Elementary school district.

French windows and doors provide maximum natural 

light and wide-open floor plan. Beamed ceilings, 

fireplace, quarter-sawn hardwood floors and sconce 

lighting. Situated in Ivanhoe School District close to 

Los Feliz Village and Silver Lake’s neighborhood hub.

Completely reimagined and reinvented, 

this stunning Spanish property offers 5 

sizable bedrooms each with their en-suite 

bathroom, a dining room, a library and an 

office. Just minutes to quirky boutiques, 

restaurants, cafes, and much more.

Stunning 1937 Spanish/Mediterranean on 

street to street lot in fabulous Silver Lake 

location. This private, walled and gated 

beauty is perched above the street with 

views of verdant hills, the Ivanhoe Reservoir, 

Griffith Observatory, and Hollywood sign.

Features of this two-story include: beautiful 

foyer, step-down living room, formal dining 

room, fireplace, hardwood floors, den, 

3 beds, 3 Baths, laundry room, terraced 

private backyard and patio. Located above 

Los Feliz Blvd, overlooking city and ocean.

NOTABLE SALES OF 2016 

NOURMAND &
 ASSOCIATES

2019 N.
ALEXANDRIA,

LOS FELIZ
$2,802,500

2614 W.
LAKE VIEW TER,

SILVERLAKE
$1,910,000

3619 
AMESBURY,

LOS FELIZ
$1,420,000

Three Offices. 
One Respected Name.

www.nourmand.com
 

*Represented Buyer

**Represented Buyer & Seller

1100 WILSHIRE #3303, DTLA                      $799,000

Remodeled. One of CA tal lest residential. Skyl ine Views.

Mac Montgomery/Seth Perry                     310.429.7986

2273 COVE AVENUE, SILVERLAKE           $1,975,000

An oasis of calm in the best part of Silverlake w/ fantastic views.

Drew Bell            323.251.6652

2447 CLAREMONT AVE, LOS FELIZ           $1,329,000

Monterey-style, 3+3, Bonus Studio, Views, Remodeled.

Gina Isaac                                          323.829.8009

2720 HOLLYRIDGE, BEACHWD CYN        $1,499,000

2Beds/2Baths Rare Trad i t iona l  w/  unobst ructed v iews.

RSR Real Estate       310.888.3377

2670 BENEDICT ST, FROG TOWN              $949,000

1960’s Modern with 5bedrooms+3bathrooms. 2305 sqft.

L inda Chamber la in                                            323.330.6677

NOURMAND & ASSOCIATES REALTORS

Nourmand & Associates Hollywood

Howard Lorey I Brokerage Manager 

323.462.6262 I hlorey@nourmand.com

6525 Sunset Blvd. Ste. G2 90028

T h r e e  O f f i c e s . 

O n e  Re s p e c te d  N a m e .

w w w. n o u r m a n d .c o m

NourmandRE

@NourmandRE

@NourmandRE

1922 N. CARMEN, BEACHWOOD CYN   $1,049,000+

6 new 3-s to ry  w/  roo f  deck .  Panoramaho l l ywood.com

Chris Furstenberg                             323.422.2244

1653 REDCLIFF ST, SILVER LAKE             $2,300,000

Investment opportunity. Triplex zoned RD2. North of Sunset.

Laura Epstein                        213.359.4711

3423 FERNCROFT RD, ATWATER VLG         $799,000

Two character homes on a large lot in Atwater Vil lage.

Shannon Fenton/Howard Stevens                                310.365.6118

0 BROADVIEW TERRACE, HW HILLS            $550,000

Unique 4 parcel package. Great location in Hollywood Hills.

Howard Stevens                                     323.376.0005

837 W. KNOLL, WEST HOLLYWOOD             $639,000

Remodeled 2BR/2BA condo with over 1,100 square feet.

John Kostrey/Katharine Deering                     310.382.4908

2359 DALLAS STREET, FROG TOWN            $699,000

3+2 Bohemian Modern Bungalow, wooden floors, hedge & garage.

Linda Chamberlain                        323.828.7269

26814 MALIBU COVE COLONY             $10,999,000

Gorgeous 5+6 contemporary w/ 50ft of beach. Coastline views!

Myra Nourmand/Nicole Contreras      310.888.3333

3515 FERNCROFT ROAD, ATWATER VLG           $699,000

CA bungalow on a large lot .  4 beds/3 baths.  Great  ups ide!

Margaret Arana/Joe Pasquale                          323.997.5339

349 S MANSFIELD, HANCOCK PARK           $3,149,000

Arch i tec tu ra l  5  bed +  5  ba th  des igned by  Ami t  Ape l .

Mica Rabineau        323.816.5868

2260 EVERLEE, EAGLE ROCK                         $875,000

Brand new heyday development. 7 LEED certified homes.

Chris Furstenberg                                     323.422.2244
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John Chadbourne
(310) 892-3301

Los Angeles Superior Court in 
August against the city of Los 
Angeles, alleging it illegally 
destroyed public records and 
therefore has used taxpayer 
funds to “implement, enforce 
or otherwise carry out illegal 
policies and practices,” in do-
ing so.

The case is now wending 
its way through Los Angeles 
Superior Court with the next 
hearing on February 7, 2017.

The lawsuit seeks an in-
junction against the city from 
“destroying any public records 
less than two years old...and 
from spending the money 
of the [c]ity and the State of 
California in furtherance of its 
illegal policies and practices, 
which further the destruction 
of records that are less than 
two years old.”

The issue of the city’s de-
struction of public records 
came to light after former Los 
Angeles City Councilmember 
Tom LaBonge ordered the de-
struction of at least 113 boxes 
of documents from his office 
in the weeks prior to his last 
day in office in July of 2015. 

In court documents filed 
in October in response to the 
lawsuit, the city indicated: “In 
response to the actions by for-
mer City [C]ouncilmember 
Tom LaBonge, the [c]ity creat-
ed a formal disposition sched-
ule for [c]ity councilmembers 
and their offices.”

Disposition schedules 
are routinely used by cities 
across the country providing 
timelines of how long city of-
ficials’ and staff’s records and 
documents must be retained 
and then either destroyed or 
archived. 

The city of Los Angeles’s 
disposition schedules for elect-
ed officials were approved in 
September, the first such ap-
proval in decades.

“The City Council has not 
had a formal records retention 
schedule as a group that we can 
find for at least the last 30 years,” 
Los Angeles City Clerk Holly 
Wolcott wrote in an email to 
the Ledger September 4th.

The lawsuit was the sec-
ond known filing seeking rem-
edies related to the destruction 
of LaBonge’s documents.

In the first, a Hollywood 
Hills homeowner had request-
ed an approval of a land-use 
issue as a punitive measure 
against the city for allegedly 
allowing documents related 
to his case to be destroyed. 
A judge this summer ruled 
against the homeowner.

Additionally, Los Feliz 
residents  Michael Miller and 
Stephanie Scher, two retired 
city attorneys for multiple cit-
ies in Southern California, 
sent a demand letter to Los 
Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti 
on August 30th stating the 
mayor had failed in his duties 

overseeing the Los Angeles 
City Clerk’s office regarding 
the destruction of public re-
cords.

The five-page letter ad-
ditionally requested remedies 
regarding the city’s allowance 
of document destruction by 
elected officials including the 
termination of City Clerk 
Holly Wolcott for “violation 
of duties pursuant to being the 
custodian of [c]ity records.”

According to Miller, 74, 
he never heard back from 
Garcetti.

“Yes, you are a big city but 
the idea of not responding is 
just abhorrent to me,” Miller 
said in an interview.

Miller said he was pleased 
the city has now implemented 
procedures to prevent future 
destruction of public records. 
But, he said, he felt Garcetti 
could have taken more respon-
sibility regarding the issue, es-
pecially acknowledging that 
the city had been operating in 
violation of state and city law.

“Where is the statement?” 
Miller said. “I’ve not seen any-
where that what was done was 
improper and won’t be done 
again.” 

When LaBonge’s replace-
ment, David Ryu, took office 
in July 2015 he and other cur-
rent and former city staffers 
had said LaBonge left no doc-
uments behind.

The Los Angeles District 
Attorney’s office received a 
few complaints regarding La-
Bonge’s conduct. According 
to spokesperson Greg Risling, 
the issue remains under review 
regarding a possible investiga-
tion.

For his part, Ryu authored 
a motion, which is still being 
considered by a sub committee 
of city council, for the city to 
create official policy for transi-
tioning elected officials.

While that was not com-
pleted in 2016, according to 
Ryu spokesperson, Estevan 
Montemayor, the city has 
taken a major step by issuing 
disposition schedules for city 
councilmembers.

“The councilmember feels 
a major component of this has 
already been addressed by the 
document retention sched-
ules,” said Montemayor. “By 
finding a solution on that, 
[Ryu] hopes that any further 
issues [relative to transitioning 
councilmembers in the future] 
will be mitigated.” 

POLICE SHOOTING OF 
WALTER DELEON

Two important develop-
ments in the shooting of Wal-
ter DeLeon occurred in April 
of 2016. 

DeLeon was shot in the 
head by Los Angeles Police 
Dept. (LAPD) officers while 
walking down Los Feliz Bou-
levard in June 2015, after they 
mistakenly thought he was 

concealing a gun under a tow-
el draped over his arm. 

On April 5, 2016, attor-
neys for DeLeon filed a lawsuit 
against the city of Los Angeles, 
the LAPD and the two officers 
involved, alleging their client’s 
civil rights were violated and 
LAPD officer Cairo Palacios 
“acted unreasonably and with-
out privilege or justification,” 
when he shot DeLeon, which 
resulted in “catastrophic inju-
ries” to DeLeon.

According to legal docu-
ments, DeLeon’s injuries in-
cluded the loss of one pound 
of his brain, two weeks in a 
coma, the inability to walk 
and the loss of one eye and 
near-complete and permanent 
blindness in his other eye.

DeLeon has said he 
was only enjoying a walk 
near 4300 Los Feliz Blvd. June 
19th around 6:30 p.m. He said 
he often walked in and near 
Griffith Park, as he was stay-
ing with his sister, who lives 
nearby. He has also said he 
was carrying a towel only to 
wipe away perspiration.

Meanwhile, on April 
19th, the Los Angeles Police 
Commission found that of-
ficer Palacios was justified in 
the shooting. 

Spokespeople for the 
LAPD have said Palacios, a 

nine-year veteran of the force, 
and his still-unidentified part-
ner, feared the gray towel De-
Leon carried that evening was 
possibly concealing a weapon. 
They claim they shouted at 
DeLeon twice to put up his 
hands, and when he did not, 
Palacios opened fire.

DeLeon is being repre-
sented by the law firm of Gera-
gos and Geragos out of down-
town Los Angeles. Attorneys 
have said the commissioner’s 
ruling will have “no impact” 
on DeLeon’s civil rights law-
suit. 

 “The stakes have not been 
higher for the LAPD in over 
a generation,” said Ben Meise-
las, an attorney with Geragos 
and Geragos. “Walter DeLeon 
survived the unthinkable. In 
cases like this, usually there’s 
not a survivor. It’s usually the 
officer’s word versus a dead 
person’s word.”

The lawsuit on behalf of 
DeLeon requests a jury trial 
and unspecified damages.

GATTO’S CALIFORNIA 
ASSEMBLY REPLACEMENT

Glendale City Council-
member Laura Friedman will 
replace termed-out California 
State Assemblymember Mike 
Gatto (District 43) after beat-
ing Glendale City Clerk Ardy 

Kassakhian 65% to 35% in 
the November 8, 2016 election 
for the seat. 

Friedman, 49, ran on a 
platform of curbing rising 
housing prices, rising child-
care costs and unemployment 
in Glendale and more.

Friedman additionally 
cited homelessness in the dis-
trict as well as access to men-
tal health and substance abuse 
care and resources for the dis-
trict’s aging population as key 
issues if elected.

Kassakhian, who ran on a 
platform highlighting stabiliz-
ing education costs and ensur-
ing sustainable job growth, re-
ceived 13 endorsements out of 
15 current elected Glendale of-
ficials and that of Los Angeles 
Mayor Eric Garcetti and Los 
Angeles City Councilmember 
David Ryu, among others.

Thank you to Mike Gatto 
for your tireless work in Sac-
ramento on our behalf and al-
ways submitting your monthly 
column to the Ledger on time. 
Look to our February 2017 
edition to read Friedman’s first 
column as our new Assembly-
member. 

SCIENTOLOGY ANTENNA
When Scientology Media 

Productions opened in May 
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CALL 323.275.9273   CLICK  THERENTALGIRL.COM   OR COME BY 

TODAY 1822 HILLHURST AVE.  LOS ANGELES, CA 9 0027

The Rental Girl is here for you in 2017 to make sure 
you’re pu�ing your be� yes forward!

The Rental Girl doesn’t want a new you in 2017, 

we like you just the way you are! But, we do 

want you to know that there’s a world of 

amazing real estate opportunities out there and 

we can help you make 2017 the Year of Yes!

Having reservations, but want to buy your first home? 
Yes, you can! And The Rental Girl Sales Division can help.

Have a vacant unit and are tired of looking for the diamond Renter 
in the rough? Yes, they do exist! And The Rental Girl Leasing Division 

can help you find your gem.

Lost for ideas on how to make your house this year’s party 
destination? Yes, we have great renovation vendors in your 

‘hood that can get you ready in no time.

LINDSAY VICTORY, Leasing
( MOBILE ) 310.694.7577 | BRE#01970611

Silver Lake & Echo Park

CRISTINA BROW, Sales
( MOBILE ) 818.632.5400  | BRE#01964062

Silver Lake & Echo Park

MONA GHOSSEIN, Sales
( MOBILE ) 323.306.0521  | BRE#01342592

Los Feliz & Hollywood

JASMINE WARD, Leasing
( MOBILE ) 323.470.4635 | BRE#02005995

Los Feliz & Atwater Village



ELAS ROF

Six New Architectural Homes at Los Feliz Village 

www.thehampshirelosfeliz.com
3 BED |  3.5 BATH  |  CALL FOR PRICING

Angelino Heights Triplex with Views

786 E. Kensington Rd, Echo Park 
5 BED |  3.5 BATH  |  $1,050,000 

4831 La Roda Ave, Eagle Rock 
4 BED |  3.5 BATH  |  $1,500,000

Three Multi-Units on a Contiguous View Lot

764-776 Hyperion Ave, Silver Lake 
DUPLEX, TRIPLEX, FOURPLEX  |  CALL FOR PRICE

New Three-Level Home at Sunset Junction

1047 Manzanita St, Silver Lake

Tracy Do
–
Leading the way in Eastside 
home sales. Setting the standard. 
I provide exceptional service to 
every client, with a commitment 
to your goals and the resources 
to achieve them.   

 

 

Tracy Do
tracy@tracydo.com

323.842.4001

CalBRE #01350025

3 BED |  2.5 BATH  |  $1,039,000

www.tracydo.com

Beautifully Remodeled Triplex in Eagle Rock    

Mid-Century with Views and Pool 

1042 Olancha Dr,  Mt Washington 
4 BED |  3 BATH  |  $1,195,000

526 Avenue 39, Montecito Hgts 
4 BED |  3 BATH  |  CALL FOR PRICE

Off Market Opportunity in Highland Park  

4862 Lincoln Ave, Highland Park 
2 BED |  1 BATH  |  CALL FOR PRICE

Spacious Remodeled Craftsman with Views   



LOS FELIZ BROKERAGE | 323.665.1700
Marc Giroux, Vice President | Brokerage Manager

1801 North Hillhurst Avenue | Los Angeles, CA 90027

sothebyshomes.com/losangeles 
Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks 

used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.

SILVER LAKE | 904 Sanborn Ave. | New Listing
web: 0286740 | $875,000
Spanish style up-and-down duplex in prime 
Silver Lake neighborhood waiting for an owner-
user or investor. Each unit is 2bd/1ba.
Brad Lawrence 323.481.4700

SILVER LAKE | 1322 Westerly Terr. | New Listing
web: 0286801 | $798,000
Hipster Silverlake retreat 1 bedroom, 1 bath with 
1bd/1ba guest aptartment. Views of downtown, 
gated California bungalow,  loads of potential.
Rosemary Low 323.660.5885

SILVER LAKE | 900 Sanborn Ave. | New Listing
web: 0286740 | $725,000
Charming Craftsman side-by-side duplex in a 
great Silver Lake location. Each unit has two 
bedrooms and one bathroom. Well maintained.
Brad Lawrence 323.481.4700

HOLLYWOOD HILLS | 2718 Westshire Dr. | New
web: 0286872 | $6,995/month
Beachwood Village Hacienda 3bd/3ba.  Newly 
remodeled with exquisite character Spanish 
details. Amazing location steps to the village.
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

LOS FELIZ | 2031 North Oxford Ave. | New Listing
web: 0286774 | Price Upon Request
Carleton M. Winslow, Architect. This Italianate 
revival transports you back to the Roaring 20s.
Jacqueline Tager | Lynn Shepodd 323.697.3040

LOS FELIZ | Wallace Neff Villa | In Escrow
web: 0286848 | $3,997,000
Circa 1924 gated Spanish Colonial Masterpiece 
restored to perfection. 5bd/6ba, pool, view. 
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

LOS FELIZ | 5510 Red Oak Drive | New Listing
web: 0286801 | $3,200,000
Gorgeous Spanish home, designed by Steve 
Mizuki in 2009, in the Oaks of Los Feliz. Boasting 
4bd/4ba, Oak plank floors, huge kitchen and more.
Rosemary Low 323.660.5885

MORENO HIGHLANDS | 2485 Moreno Dr. | SOLD 
Sold at $2,250,000 
A pure preservation from rich architectural 
bones; 4 bedroom and 3 baths, swimmers pool, 
media, panoramic views. 
Patricia Ruben 323.671.2310

LOS FELIZ | 5216 Los Adornos Way 
web: 0286806 |$2,098,000
Lovingly restored and magically enhanced, this 
3 bedrooms, 3 baths, and den/4 bedroom, of-
fers a huge 1 story. 
Rosemary Low 323.660.5885

HOLLYWOOD HILLS | 2644 Hollyridge Dr. | SOLD
Listed at $1,459,000
3bd/2ba Hollywoodland character Spanish 
circa 1926 w/flat yard in a magical hilltop sur-
rounded by spectacular views. A vintage home.
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

LOS FELIZ | 3709 Effingham Place  | SOLD
Listed at $1,299,000
Spectacular 1940s traditional in the hills of Los 
Feliz. With incredible views of the mountains and 
beyond, this designer-done home with character.
Rob Kallick 323.775.6305

LOS FELIZ | 1961 N Normandie Avenue | SOLD
Listed at $1,350,000
Unlimited possibilities abound with this mostly 
original condition 1920’s Mediterranean home. 
Views of Downtown and west to the ocean.
Brad Lawrence 323.481.4700

SILVER LAKE | 2316 Panorama Terrace | SOLD
Listed at $1,180,000
Stunning traditional circa 1940 full of character. 
Views, great outdoor spaces, and close to one of 
the most desirable neighborhoods in town.
Rob Kallick 323.775.6305

SILVER LAKE | 3145 Silverado Dive | SOLD
Listed at $999,000
Hacienda in prime location.  3bd/2ba with char-
acter details and back flat yard. Living room 
with hardwood floors and fireplace. Rep buyers.
Konstantine V. | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

LOS FELIZ | 2177 Fern Dell Place | web: 0286801 | $3,198,000  | New Listing 
Immaculate Mediterranean 4 bedrooms, 6 bath home with fireplace. Spa and private, lush yard.
Rosemary Low 323.660.5885

LOS FELIZ | 2054 Dracena Drive 
web: 0286754 | $3,820,000
Lovely Traditional styled, 12 unit bldg. All 1bd/1ba 
apartments. Excellent growth potential.
Judy Dionzon 323.394.2330

LOS FELIZ | 2340 North Vermont | SOLD
Listed at $4,490,000
Gated Spanish Revival Compound c.1935. 
4bd/6ba and separate guest 1,100 sq.ft. (appx)
Jeffrey Young 213.819.9630

Happy New Year
From Sotheby’s International Realty!
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Call for a complimentary property evaluation

4427 Santa Monica Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90029
(323) 668-7500

clukens@clintlukensrealty.com
www.ClintLukensRealty.com

BRE Lic #01367014

Space for small business
in Eastside neighborhoods

2016 in the former KCET Stu-
dios on Sunset Boulevard in 
Los Feliz, along with it came 
the controversial addition of the 
church’s illuminated logo to the 
top of the site’s existing 150-foot 
communications tower. 

When church officials 
showed the logo design to 
the Los Feliz Neighborhood 
Council in 2015, a committee 
of the council recommended 
not approving it, as some local 
residents had complained the 
logo was “intrusive,” “an eye-
sore,” and would beam light 
directly into their windows.

The full council was to 
have weighed in on the issue 
in 2015, but a representative 
from the church asked that 
the item be withdrawn from 
hearing. Many had expected 
the church would represent re-
vised plans to the LFNC based 
on community concerns, but 
they never materialized. 

Ultimately, the church re-
ceived approvals from two city 
departments for the signage. 

CRYSTAL SPRINGS 
BALLFIELD

After years of litigation 
and then finally a compromise 
to build one larger ballfield 
south of the primary picnic 
area of the Crystal Springs 
area of Griffith Park instead 
of two smaller fields immedi-
ately adjacent to the area’s 117 
picnic tables, an internal city 
memo indicated the cost for 
the project—initially estimat-
ed at $500,000—was grossly 
underestimated by over $2 
million. 

In November 2016, vot-
ers approved a ballot measure 
for an additional annual prop-
erty tax of 1.5 cents per square 
foot—estimated at about 
$22.50 per year for a 1,500 
square-foot home—which 
would go towards improving 
existing city parks as well as 
creating new ones. 

Shortly after the ballfield 
funding shortfall was discov-
ered, in June 2016, Los Ange-
les City Councilmember Da-
vid Ryu indicated that funds 
from that ballot measure 
could possibly be used for the 
ballfield.

 “That is still our plan,” 
said Ryu spokesperson Este-
van Montemayor, adding that 
the council office is currently 
waiting for the county to an-
nounce its plan to prioritize 
projects now that the measure 
has passed. 

“When they announce the 
process,” Montemayor said, 
“Crystal Springs is definitely 
on our list of projects. Once 
they do that, we will move 
forward.” 

Griffith Park, which is 
4,200 acres, has one baseball 
field for high school or adult 
play, but none for children.

PERFORMANCE ARTS 
STAGE

A performance arts stage 
will now be built in the Old 
Zoo area of Griffith Park, after 
a Los Angeles Superior Court 
judge ruled in favor of the city 
of Los Angeles in October 
over the Griffith J. Griffith 
Charitable Trust and the non 
profit Friends of Griffith Park 
that the stage was “unobtru-
sive” and would not impose 
substantial negative impacts 
to the site. 

The judge’s decision was 
a victory for Los Feliz based 
Symphony in the Glen and 
the Independent Shakespeare 
Co., both of which have pro-
vided free performances at 
the site for years. But doing so 
required the costly and time-
consuming practice of build-
ing a stage and striking it each 
season, typically summertime.

In a released statement, 
a spokesperson for Friends of 
Griffith Park indicated settle-
ment talks with the city broke 
down when the city’s Dept. of 
Recreation and Parks would 
not agree to “operational limi-
tations,” specifically that per-
formances be free, that sound 
and light be kept at a low level 
to minimize the impact on 
wildlife, that performances 
end before the park closes at 
10:30 p.m. and that atten-
dance be capped at 2,500 per 
evening.

It is not clear when con-
struction of the stage will 
begin. Barbara Ferris of Sym-
phony in the Glen said she has 
not been alerted of any next 
steps and a spokesperson for 
the Los Angeles Dept. of Rec-
reation and Parks did not re-
turn a request for comment on 
deadline.

NUNS AND KATY PERRY 
A trial date of May 23, 

2017 has been set in the case of 
two nuns and local entrepre-
neur Dana Hollister versus the 
Los Angeles Archdiocese and 
singer Katy Perry over who has 
the right to purchase a convent 
on Waverly Drive in Los Feliz. 

The legal case dates back 
to June 2015, when the Los 
Angeles Archdiocese filed a 
lawsuit against nuns, Sisters 
Rita Callanan and Catherine 
Rose Holzman of the Cali-
fornia Institute of the Sisters 
of the Most Holy and Im-
maculate Heart of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, who had entered 
into an agreement to sell the 
property to Hollister, who 
wants to turn the property 
into a boutique hotel.  

The archdiocese, who 
wishes to sell the property to 
Perry, claims the nuns have no 
legal authority to enter into 
such an agreement. 

Elements of the case have 
been appealed to a higher 
court. In one instance, a panel 
of the 2nd District Court of 

Appeals ruled in September 
that a Los Angeles Superior 
Court Judge abused her dis-
cretion by not allowing the 
nuns’ attorneys time to pre-
pare for a hearing. The higher 
court’s ruling subsequently 
negated a previous ruling by 
Judge Stephanie Bowick that 
the sale to Hollister was void. 

FRANKLIN HILLS 
ANNEXATION 

After considerable con-
troversy concerning possible 
declining property values and 
potential home insurance 
hikes, the Franklin Hills Resi-
dents Assoc. (FHRA) has de-
clined to pursue extending the 
boundaries of Franklin Hills 
into a portion of Los Feliz, 
according to the association’s 
fall/winter 2016 newsletter.

Had the FHRA continued 

with its plans and received Los 
Angeles City Council approval 
to add a “community identity 
sign” at the corner of Tracy 
and Talmadge streets—there-
by changing the area’s city-
planned boundary—approxi-
mately 250 to 300 households 
in Los Feliz would have been 
annexed into Franklin Hills. 

According to the FHRA, 
they had simply wanted to add 
an 8th community identity 
sign for recognition of work 
the organization has done at 
and near that intersection. 

 
SILVER LAKE RESERVOIR 
REFILLING

The Silver Lake Reser-
voir will finally be refilled, 
with a projected start date of 
May 1st, officials from the Los 
Angeles Dept. of Water and 
Power (LADWP) confirmed 

in September. 
During a September 20th 

meeting that brought over 200 
locals to Los Feliz’s John Mar-
shall High School, LADWP 
officials confirmed the refill-
ing would indeed happen and 
spent a good deal of time dis-
cussing methods of getting the 
water—and what kind—to 
the location. 

At the very least, more un-
derground pipes will need to be 
installed and trees removed and 
replanted for the refilling. So 
more construction is on the way 
and could begin soon in 2017.

The Silver Lake Reservoir 
was emptied and taken off line 
as a city water supply source in 
2015.

For years now, dust has 
been flying up into the neigh-
borhood from the bottom of 
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West Hollywood 
$799,000
One of a Kind on Kings Road with approx 700 sq 
foot Jaw dropping Private Terrace
Jane Schore  (323) 573-6562

West Hollywood 
$779,000
Diamond in the rough! Bring your ideas and decora-
tors to make this one your own jewel!
Naomi & Leah  323-860-4245x4259

Sunset Strip 
$2,895,000
1737 Sunset Plaza Dr. Sweeping city to ocean views. 
www.DohenyLifestyles.com
Steven Spreafico  (323) 688-2175

Silver Lake 
$2,350,000
Premier Mediterranean home on one of the best 
streets in the Moreno Highlands.
Lisa Brende & Chris Corkum  (323) 445-1868

Silver Lake 
$1,729,000
Meticulously renovated and redesigned to fit 
today’s modern lifestyle. 5BD/3.5BA.
Grace Kim  (213) 700-6833

Silver Lake 
$1,300,000
Modern hillside home w/ soaring, loft-like spaces + 
great views. Ivanhoe School District.
Richard Stanley  (213) 300-4567

Silver Lake 
$699,000
Grab the opportunity to own a three bedroom and 
two bath home in desirable Silver Lake!
Yolanda Querubin  (323) 210-1419

Los Feliz 
$1,595,000
4BD/3BA Reduced $100K! Beautifully maintained 
split level designed house w/ great views!
Claudia Hipolito  (323) 906-2425

Los Feliz 
$1,049,000
2-sty Spanish Duplex in prime area of Los Feliz Vil-
lage! Each unit has 2 bedrooms & 1 bath
Marcus Kassin  (310) 948-1915

Los Angeles 
$4,295,000
Simply stated, there is nothing quite like this pent-
house. Large unit w/ priv. terrace.
Kerry Marsico  (213) 700-6515

Los Angeles 
$988,000
Incredibly rare opportunity! Fantastic 1905 crafts-
man completely renovated top to bottom.
Kerry Marsico  (213) 700-6515

Hollywood 
$1,175,000
Sexy, eclectic industrial loft. Designer Remodel. Full 
service. Pool. Gym. Awesome views.
Barbara Allen  (323) 610-1781

Highland Park 
$695,000
Amazing views provide perfect backdrop to this 
Highland Park duplex w/ great potential.
Vahan Saroians  (323) 497-6655

Hancock Park 
$3,559,000
Architect Paul R. Williams. Grand style with sophis-
tication, updated kitchen and bathrooms
Chris Abbott  (323) 210-1430

Hancock Park 
$3,145,000
Stately Mediterranean on sought after street. 
5beds+3.5bas. Guest house potential, Pool!
Lisa Hutchins  (323) 460-7626

Hancock Park 
$3,500/Mo
333 S. Manhattan Pl. #2 | TH style 3+3.5 in conve-
nient location. New appliances & wd flrs.
Thomas Finch II & Ruth Golod  (213) 840-8299

Echo Park 
$899,000
Big house, spacious lot, endless possibilities! nearby 
everything Echo Park has to offer.
Yolanda Querubin  (323) 210-1419

Downtown Los Angeles 
$675,000
880 W 1st St. Bunker Hill 2BR 2.5BA|2 sxs parking 
1500sf live/work approved for comm use.
Robert Cipolloni  (213) 399-9001

Beverly Hills 
$16,800,000
1083 N Hillcrest Rd. 1 story residence on expansive 
32,300 sq ft+ lot with 12 ft ceilings.
Ginger Glass  (310) 927-9307

Bel Air 
$1,699,000
3003 Greentree Court. Open Sun 1-4. Wonderful 2 
story residence 4bd+3ba. Over 3,600 sq ft.
Danielle Krant & Yar Meshkaty  (310) 385-3617
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the reservoir, and many locals 
complain it’s generally an eye-
sore without water in it. 

Locals are anxious to bring 
the lake back to life. Some 
have suggested transforming 
a refilled reservoir into “Silver 
Lake Plunge,” complete with 
swimming, a sandy shoreline, 
umbrellas and lap lanes, while 
others envision making the 
dam between the Silver Lake 
and Ivanhoe reservoirs an es-
planade.

GATTO MURDER
The third anniversary of 

the murder of Joseph Gatto, 
the father of now retired Cali-
fornia State Assemblymember 
Mike Gatto, passed in No-
vember 2016.

Earlier in the year, the 
Ledger reported Nicole Gatto, 
the daughter of Joseph and sis-
ter to Mike, was married the 
same day, November 12, 2013, 
her father was killed in his Sil-
ver Lake home. 

Additionally, in November 
2016, the Ledger reported the 
elder Gatto had confided in 
his cousin and his accountant 
that he had rewritten his will to 
exclude Nicole as a beneficiary. 
The sources indicated Gatto 
was displeased with Nicole’s 
relationship with her now hus-

band Mark C. Moreno. 
However, Nicole and 

Moreno both denied those ac-
counts, saying they were close 
with Gatto and remain dis-
traught over his death. 

Additionally, in Novem-
ber, the Ledger reported the 
family is now involved in pro-
bate hearings over a valuable 
wood cradle that Nicole, the 
estate’s executrix, wants to sell 
as part of her late father’s es-
tate, over her brother Mike’s 
claims their father had intend-
ed it be bequeathed to him.

Finally, in December, 
the Los Angeles Police Dept. 
released partial information 
from two police reports filed 
regarding a possibly related 
car burglary that occurred 
blocks away the same night 
Gatto was murdered. The re-
port indicated the suspect in 
the burglary, according to one 
witnesses was carrying a “blue 
semi-automatic handgun.”

That detail of the gun’s 
description, according to 
Mike Gatto, had never been 
released.

ST. MARY OF THE ANGELS 
LAWSUIT AND BUILDING 
LEASE

Nearly all of the ongoing 
legal issues involving St. Mary 
of the Angels Church, except 

for an appeal filed a year ago 
without any action, have been 
resolved. 

Most recently, a Los Ange-
les Superior Court Judge ruled 
on behalf of Father Christopher 
Kelley December 12, 2016 in 
a summary judgment that the 
petitioners fighting to remove 
him, including Los Feliz resi-
dent Marilyn Bush, “had no 
standing to initiate the litiga-
tion” according to Kelley.

Bush and others filed 
suit in 2012 to remove Kel-
ley and assume control of the 
church. Ultimately, the law-
suit morphed into four sepa-
rate cases, including a civil 
suit filed by Bush and others 
against Kelley and his family, 
which Kelley said was also dis-
missed last December 12th. 

“We have cleared the rub-
bish from the back past,” said 
Kelley in an interview. 

At one point during the 
3-½ year legal proceedings, 
Bush and others won control 
in court and took over the 
church, while Kelley and his 
supporters refused to leave. 

Locks were changed, se-
curity guards hired, and at one 
point the parish’s warring fac-
tions even operated from dif-
ferent floors inside the church 
building. 

Finally, a Los Angeles Su-

perior Court Judge ruled De-
cember 15, 2015 in Kelley’s 
favor and he and his support-
ers retook possession of the 
church in February of 2016. 

Bush and others did file 
an appeal shortly after that 
December 2015 ruling, which 
is the one legal challenge that 
remains. 

Kelley was the rector at 
St. Mary’s from 2007 until his 
firing in 2012 by the Anglican 
Church of America. 

The complex saga be-
gan  in 2011 after the  parish 
voted twice to exit the Angli-
can Church and become Ro-
man Catholic after then Pope 
Benedict XVI opened the door 
in 2009 for Protestant parishes 
to do so. 

Overlapping that is-
sue, was a vote, taken by the 
church’s governing body—
called a vestry—asking Kel-
ley to resign as their priest in 
2011. 

Kelley refused, indicat-
ing, in part, he and the church 
were  no longer under the ju-
risdiction of the Anglican 
Church, citing the parish vote 
to move to Roman Catholi-
cism. At that time, there was 
a so-called “holding tank”—a 
gray area, for lack of a better 
term—for parishes awaiting 
confirmation into the Roman 

Catholic faith.
Bush claimed in le-

gal filings that the vestry 
had reason to fire Kelley, 
mostly over church  financial 
wrongdoing.  However, court 
documents showed those 
claims were unfounded.

Regarding the lease of 
the church’s property—what 
locals still refer to as the old 
Citibank building—negotia-
tions to find a new lessee, Kel-
ley said, are still ongoing.

Citibank moved from 
the space in October 2015 for 
smaller quarters on Hillhurst 
Avenue.

According to Kelley, Box 
Brothers used the building’s 
downstairs space throughout 
the 2016 holiday season, but 
still, he said, there is no an-
nouncement for a new tenant.

“It’s taken a while,” Kelley 
said. “It’s been vacant for over 
a year.”

GREEK THEATER UNDER 
CITY MANAGEMENT 

Aside from a few early 
hiccups, the first city of Los 
Angeles-run Greek Theatre 
season was, by most measures, 
a resounding success, accord-
ing to an end-of-year report 
delivered December 14th at a 
meeting of the city’s Board of 
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Recreation and Park Commis-
sioners.

2016 marked the Griffith 
Park venue’s first season un-
der city management in four 
decades, following a contro-
versial decision not to renew 
long-time booking and man-
agement company Nederland-
er’s contract when it expired in 
October 2015. 

Instead, the city decided 
to maintain control of the 
Greek, and implement an 
“open venue” policy, which 
allows multiple promoters, in-
cluding Nederlander and Live 
Nation—who were initially 
being considered to take over 
running the venue—to book 
concerts there.

“We decided we would try 
for a year, then determine the 
long-term fate of the Greek 
Theatre,” said Recreation and 
Parks Chief of Staff AP Diaz. 

Now, one year later, Diaz 
said the department plans to 
continue its open venue model 
“long term.” 

Previously, Recreation 
and Parks General Manager 
Mike Shull said the primary 
motivation for taking over 
control of the venue was to 
generate more revenue for city 
parks, and the city seems to 
have achieved that goal. 

According to the report, 
under city control, the venue 
generated $5.2 million in prof-
it for the city’s Recreation and 
Parks Dept., compared with 
a previous 10-year average of 
annual $1.56 million in profit 
when Nederlander was run-
ning the venue. 

Additionally, the city 
made $1.5 million in reno-
vations during 2016 to the 
venue, including some needed 
structural reinforcements, cre-
ating a new entrance with lit 
signage and replanting the 
hillside behind the venue, af-
ter hundreds of trees died due 
to California’s now six-year 
drought. 

Now, “the trees are grow-
ing and healthy” thanks in 
part to new irrigation installed 
during the replanting, said 
Diaz.

Other improvements in-
clude increased offsite park-
ing and shuttle service to the 
venue, as well as a designated 
pick-up and drop-off area for 
rideshare services such as Lyft 
and Uber, to help mitigate 
some of the traffic and noise 
issues in the quiet residential 
neighborhood immediately 
surrounding the venue. 

The city will also imple-
ment stricter noise regulations 
and penalties for 2017, follow-

ing an April 28th Iggy Pop 
concert, which the Los Feliz 
Improvement Assoc. said gen-
erated more residential com-
plaints in one night than the 
last three years combined.

PATRONS REPORT BEING 
ROOFIED AT SILVER LAKE 
BAR

After a June tweet by stand-
up comedian Kate Berlant 
warned of women allegedly be-
ing “roofied”—or unwittingly 
dosed with a “date rape drug,” 
such as Rohypnol or GHB, 
slipped into their drinks—at 
Silver Lake bar Tenants of the 
Trees, several patrons came for-
ward saying they, too, had been 
roofied at the bar. 

In July, the bar’s co-owner 
Reza Fahim told the Ledger 
via email that the owners were 
taking allegations seriously, 
had reached out to police and 
were working to raise aware-
ness of the issue among their 
patrons. 

However, when asked for 
an update on their investiga-
tions, bar representatives did 
not provide a comment by our 
publication deadline. 

In July, the Silver Lake 
Neighborhood Council sent a 
strongly worded letter to the 
Los Angeles Police Commis-
sion, asking that they refuse 

the bar’s request for a new live 
music permit, citing the al-
leged druggings, along with 
noise, safety and other neigh-
borhood quality of life issues 
caused by the bar, which the 
council said exhibited “[a] lack 
of basic common decency to-
wards our community.”

The bar was granted the 
new permit in November by 
the Los Angeles Police Com-
mission. 

MULHOLLAND FOUNTAIN 
DAMAGE

A report on the extent 
of the damage to the Wil-
liam Mulholland Memorial 
Fountain—an historic cul-
tural monument and popular 
backdrop for wedding photos, 
located at Los Feliz Boulevard 
and Riverside Drive—caused 
by California’s drought is ex-
pected at the end of January, 
according to Amanda Parsons, 
Media Relations Manager for 
the Los Angeles Dept. of Wa-
ter and Power (LADWP).  

The 50,000 gallon foun-
tain, known affectionately as 
the “Kool-Aid” fountain for 
its brightly colored lights, be-
gan to dry out and crumble in 
fall of 2016, due to drought 
restrictions, that summer’s un-
usually high temperatures and, 
to a lesser extent, the draining 

and cleaning required after 
several instances of people us-
ing the fountain as a restroom. 

Pending the report, re-
pairs are expected to be com-
pleted by the summer of 2017, 
according to LADWP’s An-
selmo Collins.

HOMELESSNESS 
Los Angeles Homeless 

Services Authority (LAHSA) 
is gearing up for its annual 
Greater Los Angeles Homeless 
Count, which will take place 
January 24th through 26th at 
several locations throughout 
Los Angeles. 

The count will help de-
termine how to best allocate 
the city’s resources—includ-
ing the $1.2 billion housing 
bond measure HHH, passed 
by voters in the November 8th 
election—to combat home-
lessness.

The 2016 count revealed 
628 homeless individuals liv-
ing in Council District 4 
(CD4), which includes Los 
Feliz and part of Silver Lake, 
and 3,036 living in Council 
District 13 (CD13), which in-
cludes Atwater Village, East 
Hollywood and Echo Park.

These numbers represent 
an increase of just over 1% in 
CD4’s homeless population, 
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Griffith Park Adult Community Center Calendar

Sunset Hall - Curriculum and Advocacy 

Programs for 
free-thinking older 

adults (323) 660-5277

Conversational 
Spanish at GPACC on 
Thursdays at 3:00-4:30

Thanks to our ad sponsor Sunset Hall. They offer...

Wednesday, January 18, 2017 
12:00 – 2:30 pm, Lunch, General Meeting 

at Friendship Auditorium. Doors open at 11:45.  

Program: Bet Tzedek, a legal services organization, will 
explain health related Power of Attorney and Advanced 

Health Care Directives. You will also be able to sign up for a 
one-on-one session with volunteer attorneys to take place at 

GPACC in February.   
You can sign up for lunch at GPACC between 10:30 and 11:30 am. 

Sign up at GPACC or call (323) 644-5579.

Happy New Year!
The Lunch Program: Lunch is served 5 days a week at the Center.  
$2 is the donation for those over 60 years. $4 for less than 60 years. 

Daily lunch is served at 12 pm. Come in for coffee and sign in at 10:30.

For Information on the Griffith Park Adult Community 
Club and getting a newsletter, call Stephanie Vendig at 

(323) 667-3043, or e-mail at vendig@sbcglobal.net

GPACC is located at 3203 Riverside Dr., just south of Los Feliz Bl.

and a nearly 35% increase for 
CD13 from 2015, compared 
with a 6% increase citywide. 

Locally, that increase is 
perhaps most reflected in a 
recurring encampment at the 
three-point intersection of 
Hollywood Boulevard and 
Vermont and Prospect av-
enues, known as the Vermont 
Triangle, which sits in CD13, 
bordering CD4. 

The East Hollywood Busi-
ness Improvement District 
(BID) took over management 
of the Triangle, which has 
been host to a constant rota-
tion of homeless encampments 
and city-funded cleanups, 
from the Los Feliz BID in July. 

In August, the East Hol-
lywood BID drafted the first 
of many proposals to rework 
the Triangle—a controversial 
plan, which would have fully 
landscaped the median and re-
moved the four existing cross-
walks. 

But the East Hollywood 
BID’s Jeff Zarrinnam said in 
September 2016 that proposal 
was only meant as a jumping 
off point, and that the East 
Hollywood BID was actively 
seeking public input. 

“We want proposals from 
everybody,” said Zarrinnam. 
“Nothing has been decided at 
all. There is no formal propos-
al from anyone, especially not 
the East Hollywood BID.” 

A request for comment 
from Zarrinnam on public 
input received since last Sep-
tember and next steps for the 
Triangle was not returned on 
deadline. 

In May, Griffith Park’s 
Friendship Auditorium was re-
moved from a list of potential 
storage sites for homeless peo-
ple’s belongings at Los Angeles 
City Councilmember David 
Ryu (CD4)’s request.

The auditorium is a source 
of revenue for the Los Angeles 
Dept. of Recreation and Parks, 
renting for up to $1,750 per 
day on weekends and is also 
used regularly by the Los An-
geles Breakfast Club and the 
Griffith Park Adult Commu-
nity Center, as well as multiple 
neighborhood organizations.

The list of potential storage 
sites was part of Los Angeles 
Mayor Eric Garcetti’s Home-
lessness Strategy, released in 
January, after Garcetti de-
clared a “war on homelessness” 
in 2015.

COVE APARTMENT 
COMPLEX

Residents of Los Feliz’s 
Cove apartment complex, a 
three-story, 43-unit, rent 
controlled property on Com-
monwealth Avenue, learned in 
August of 2016 they would be 
allowed to stay at their build-
ing following a hard-won bat-
tle with developers. 

Tenants said trouble be-

gan when Ness Property Man-
agement purchased the build-
ing in May of 2015. Shortly 
thereafter, they said, Ness left 
notices on tenants’ doors, in-
forming them the building 
would be converted to condos 
in 90 days, and advising them 
to contact the on-site manager 
to negotiate a relocation fee.

These notices led tenants 
to believe that Ness was in-
voking the Ellis Act—a 1985 
California law originally in-
tended to allow landlords to 
retire from the rental business, 
but one increasingly exploited 
by investors and developers as 
rents rise—to evict them. 

However, upon further 
investigation, residents dis-
covered Ness had not filed any 
of the necessary paperwork 
for such a conversion, lead-
ing them to speculate that the 
notes were meant to get them 
to sign away their legal rights 
and move so that Ness could 
raise rents. 

According to Cove resident 
J.P. Lavin, the management 
company also conducted short-
notice unit inspections, ignored 
maintenance requests, had ten-
ants cited for hoarding and used 
other “bullying tactics” before 
Los Angeles City Councilmem-
ber David Ryu stepped in.

Ryu sent a strongly word-
ed letter to Ness, informing 
them that their practices vio-
lated both state law and city 
code, and assigned a deputy to 
assist tenants and monitor the 
situation.

“Ness did a complete 
180 when Ryu’s office got 
involved,” said Lavin, and 
ultimately the tenants who 
had chosen to stay and fight 
through the yearlong ordeal 
were allowed to stay. 

Those tenants continue 
to pay between $1,000 and 
$1,900 a month for their rent-
stabilized apartments, while 
the building’s new tenants 
pay $3,000 per month for the 
same, albeit renovated, units.

 
DEVELOPMENT AT 
BOB BAKER MARIONETTE 
THEATER

A 102-unit 110,000 
square-foot mixed-use apart-
ment complex called Mari-
onette Square, which would 
surround the historic Bob 
Baker Marionette Theater in 
Echo Park, was approved by 
Los Angeles City Council in 
September of 2016.

The plan would leave 
the theater’s party room and 
much of its performance space 
intact, but would eliminate 
the workshop area, its stor-
age space and a portion of its 
performance area, making the 
theater’s operational area sig-
nificantly smaller. 

GRIFFITH PARK TRAFFIC 
PLAN

Implementation of the long 

awaited “Griffith Park Observa-
tory Circulation and Parking 
Enhancement Plan,” intended 
to mitigate traffic and park-
ing issues in the park and its 
surrounding residential neigh-
borhoods, will begin March 1, 
2017 according to Rose Watson 
with the Los Angeles Dept. of 
Recreation and Parks.

Elements of the plan in-
clude the conversion of some 
streets in the park to one-way, 
increased shuttle and DASH 
bus service in the park and the 
implementation of paid park-
ing in the Observatory lot—
the most controversial element 
of the plan.

However, free parking 
will still be available in auxil-
iary lots throughout the park, 
with complimentary shuttle 
service to the Observatory. 

The plan was approved in 
September of 2016, after de-
lays caused by a longer-than-
usual community outreach 
period.

HOLLYHOCK HOUSE/
OLIVE HILL 

Consideration for a United 
Nations Educational, Scientif-
ic and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) World Heritage 
List nomination for the Frank 
Lloyd Wright-designed Holly-
hock House in Barnsdall Park 
was delayed by a year in Au-
gust of 2016, pending “a few 
needed tweaks” to the house, 
according to Hollyhock House 
Curator Jeffrey Herr.

Meanwhile, Olive Hill, 
the six-story mixed-use de-
velopment proposed for con-
struction at the corner of 
Hollywood Boulevard and 
Edgemont Street, which 
threatened to disqualify 
the Hollyhock House from 
UNESCO consideration by 
obstructing its view, has been 
indefinitely postponed, ac-
cording to Blake Lamb with 
the Los Angeles City Planning 
Dept.  

According to Hollyhock 
Curator Herr, if Hollyhock 
were to receive the UNESCO 

nomination, it could still be 
revoked at any time—even 
years later—if the Olive Hill 
development is built.

“We’re in a sort of tricky 
intersection,” said Herr. “We 
could be inscribed [on the 
World Heritage List] and 
within a year or two, we could 
be back defending our nomi-
nation.”

DISNEY V. CAMELOT
A hearing is scheduled for 

February to determine wheth-
er a lawsuit filed by Disney 
heirs Tim and Neda against 
Camelot Kids Child Develop-
ment Center and its director 
Renae Plant has merit. If the 
judge rules the lawsuit is valid, 
the case will go to a non-jury 
trial April 6th, according to 
court records.  

The Disneys filed suit in 
October 2015, claiming their 
then four-year-old daughter 
was wrongfully expelled from 
the preschool. 

According to the law-
suit, Plant fired four Camelot 
teachers in 2015 without ex-
planation and then expelled 

the Disneys’ daughter after 
they discussed the firings with 
other parents and on social 
media. 

The Disneys allege this 
constitutes fraud, since 
Camelot’s parent handbook 
encourages parental involve-
ment in the school.

In November of 2016, a 
judged ruled not to enforce a 
potential $12,000 settlement 
agreement, which Plant’s at-
torneys claimed was reached 
last February over email, but 
the Disneys’ attorneys said 
they never formally agreed to.   

PRIUS SCAM
In December, the Ledger 

reported on a phony car ac-
cident scam, in which sev-
eral Los Feliz and Silver Lake 
residents said they had been 
targeted by two men and a 
woman in a silver Prius with 
the license plate number 
7KLE343, who would honk at 
their victims until they pulled 
over, claim the victim hit their 
car, then demand money for 
repairs. 
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Now, another local, Kara 
Ford-Martinez, said she was 
targeted by the same scam-
mers in November, but this 
time they were driving a large 
black SUV. 

“There were two people 
in the vehicle and they looked 
exactly like the driver and pas-
senger that were described in 
the article,” said Ford-Marti-
nez in an email to the Ledger. 
“There are a ton of similar de-
tails like them following me 
and honking, asking me if I 
was okay…threatening to call 
the cops [and] mention of the 
lady’s mother who had ‘just 
passed away.’”

In the December article, 
Los Feliz resident Donna 
Gonz described the driver as 
a man about 6’ tall, heavyset 
and balding and his passenger 
as a woman about 5’4” and 
heavyset, with bleach blonde 
hair and blue eyes. Gonz also 
described a second male pas-
senger, who Ford-Martinez 
said was not present for her 
encounter. 

Several victims have said 
the scammers, who are still 
at large, attempt to emotion-
ally disarm and confuse their 
targets. 

FORD THEATERS HIKING 
TRAIL

Plans for a hiking trail 
that will wind around the John 
Anson Ford Theatres complex 
in the Cahuenga Pass remain 
on hold as sources for funding 
are still being explored.

The ¾ mile trail, estimat-
ed at just over $1 million to 

build, is just one element of a 
larger master plan that includ-
ed the $65.8 million refurbish-
ment of the John Anson Ford 
Theater that re-opened to the 
public in July of 2016. 

This past spring, the 
Ford Theatre Foundation 
approached the Discretion-
ary Funds Task Force of Los 
Angeles City Council Dis-
trict 4—an advisory board 
of community leaders who 
consider proposals request-
ing money from the Council-
member David Ryu’s discre-
tionary funds—and requested 
$250,000 to meet a matching 
grant offered by the state of 
California.

In July of 2016, Estevan 
Montemayor, a spokesperson 
for Ryu said both the task-
force and the councilmember 
were supportive of the hiking 
trail proposal, but that the of-
fice was reviewing its options.

“We’re looking at vari-
ous ways to fund it, includ-
ing discretionary funds,” 
said Montemayor, “but also 
exploring the possibility of a 
private donation, or multiple 
private donations and also 
whether it qualifies for Qui-
mby funds.”

Quimby funds are fees paid 
by developers, in exchange for 
approval of their projects, which 
are used to acquire new park-
land or fund capital improve-
ments at existing recreational 
and park facilities.

As of early December, 
both Kim Glann of the Ford 
Theaters and Montemayor 
said that those explorations are 
still in motion and that an an-
nouncement will be forthcom-

ing when funding is secured.

COYOTES
The city’s “Coyote Man-

agement Program” underwent 
review in 2016 resulting in new 
recommendations for commu-
nity outreach and enforcement 
and was approved by the Los 
Angeles City Council in No-
vember.

The program stresses the 
importance of educating the 
public on how to co-exist with 
coyotes. Tips include not leav-
ing food outside meant for 
pets and hazing techniques 
such as banging pots together 
to scare away coyotes.

Los Angeles policy does not 
advocate the killing of coyotes 
as a means of control, nor does 
it advocate “intensive hazing” 
techniques that might injure, 
but not kill, aggressive coyotes 
with tools such as paint ball 
guns, or rubber bullets.

Los Angeles City Coun-
cilmember Joe Busciano asked 
for the review last May after 
a spike of coyote sightings in 
parts of the city.

In the summer of 2016 the 
city’s Dept. of Animal Services 
responded with recommenda-
tions to improve the program.  

In late October, Los An-
geles City Councilmember 
Ryu authored a motion that 
built upon these recommen-
dations. The motion called for 
the city’s Bureau of Sanitation 
to work with Animal Services 
providing wildlife-proof trash 
containers, an exploration of 
the best ways to enforce laws 
that prohibit the feeding of 
coyotes and the placement 
of signs to educate the public 

about how to co-exist with 
coyotes.

Both the Animal Services 
plan and Ryu’s motion were 
approved last November.

ROWENA “ROAD DIET”
Los Angeles City Coun-

cilmember David Ryu has as-
sembled a group of Silver Lake 
residents to work with a con-
sulting firm to examine the is-
sues surrounding the Rowena 
Avenue “Road Diet.”

According to Estevan 
Montemayor, Ryu’s spokes-
person, members of the group 
have various views on the road 
diet and the traffic mitigation 
issues regarding Rowena Av-
enue and the adjacent area. 

“We brought them to-
gether,” said Montemayor, “to 
find common solutions that 
can benefit all constituents in 
Silver Lake.”

Montemayor said the con-
tract for the consulting firm is 
still being prepared, but is esti-

mated to be around $80,000. 
According to Montemay-

or, the consultant will conduct 
data gathering, community 
outreach efforts and imple-
ment potential solutions in 
2017.

The road diet was imple-
mented in 2013 as a response 
to a fatal pedestrian accident. 
Four traffic lanes were reduced 
to one in either direction, and 
bike lanes were added on ei-
ther side.

While some have heralded 
the diet as a success in reduc-
ing speeds and creating a more 
bike-friendly environment, 
others have said that the re-
sulting cut-through traffic on 
adjacent streets has become 
dangerously heavy.  

As the road diet is seen as 
a litmus test of how the city’s 
bike-friendly Mobility Plan 
2035 might play out, it has 
been closely watched.   
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� FREE, QUALITY PUBLIC EDUCATION
Educación Publica y Gratuita de Calidad

� COLLEGE PREPARATORY
Preparación para la Universidad

� VISUAL & PERFORMING ARTS PROGRAM
Programa de Artes Visuales y Teatro

� SOCIO-EMOTIONAL COUNSELING
Consejeria Socio-Emocional

� SPORTS LEAGUE (MIDDLE SCHOOL) & 
   CIF SPORTS (HIGH SCHOOL)
Liga deportiva (Escuela secundaria)

y deportes CIF (Escuela preparatoria)

� TUTORING & INSTRUCTION SUPPORTS
Tutoria Individual y Apoyo de Instrucción

� COMPREHENSIVE AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM
Programa de Curso Completo Despues de Escuela

*If the school receives more students than for which it has spots available, it is required by law to hold a blind lottery to determine which 
students will have the opportunity to attend. We will continue to enroll until all seats are filled. We accept waiting lists.

*Si la escuela recibe mas solicitudes que el numero de asientos disponibles, entonces por ley se debe de llevar a cabo un sorteo para determinar cuales estu-
diantes tendran la oportunidad de asistir. Nosotros continuaremos inscribiendo hasta que todos los asientos esten llenos. Aceptamos para la lista de espera.

The enrollment request window for our schools is December 12, 2016 - February 17, 2017.*
Note: The window for PUC Milagro Charter School is March 1 - April 7, 2017. 

Inscripciones para las escuelas empiezan el 12 de deciembre del 2016 al 17 de febrero del 2017.
Nota: Inscripciones para PUC Milagro Charter School empiezan el 1 de marzo al 7 de abril del 2017.* 

Interested in a school tour? 
Call any one of our schools to make an appointment today!

Interesado en un recorrido de las escuelas? Llame a cualquiera de las escuelas para hacer una cita hoy!

NOW ENROLLING 
FOR 2017-2018!

Ahora aceptando aplicaciones para el año escolar 2017 - 2018

P U C

PUC iPrep Charter Academy
Grades K - 1 (Spanish & Mandarin) & 6 - 7 (Spanish)

Note: At capacity, PUC iPrep will serve grades K-8. 
Grades 2 & 8 will be added in Fall 2018.

(866) 531-6048
1800 Colorado Blvd. • Los Angeles, CA 90041

Lottery Date: February 24, 2017

PUC Milagro Charter School
Grades K - 5

(323) 223-1786

1855 N. Main St. • Los Angeles, CA 90031

Lottery Date: April 21, 2017

PUC Excel Charter Academy
Grades 6 - 8

(323) 222-5010

1855 N. Main St. • Los Angeles, CA 90031

Lottery Date: February 24, 2017

NEW DUALIMMERSION SCHOOL!

PUC eCALS
Grades 9 - 12
(323) 276-5525

2050 N. San Fernando Rd. • Los Angeles, CA 90065

Lottery Date: February 24, 2017

PUC CALS Charter Middle 
& Early College High School

Grades 6 - 12
(323) 254-4427

7350 N. Figueroa St. • Los Angeles, CA 90041
Lottery Date: February 24, 2017

PUC Santa Rosa Charter Academy
Grades 6 - 8

(323) 254-1703

3838 Eagle Rock Blvd. • Los Angeles, CA 90065

Lottery Date: February 24, 2017

AVOCADO AND CITY 
REINSTATEMENT OF 
SPEED HUMPS

The city reinstated its 
speed hump program in 2016, 
which ceased in 2009 due to 
city budget cuts.

The city’s 2016-2017 bud-
get includes $540,000 for city 
salaries and for the creation 
of 30 qualifying high prior-
ity sets of the bumps on resi-
dential streets to discourage 
speeding—two from each of 
the city’s 15 council districts.

According to city officials, 
applications for consideration 
for the program will start in Jan-
uary and the speed humps will 
start to be installed for approved 
streets in late spring 2017.

Previously, local elected 
officials had sought speed 
humps for Avocado Street in 
Los Feliz. In 2011, then Los 
Feliz Neighborhood Council 
(LFNC) President Ron Os-
trow requested a traffic count 
be conducted for the street 
between Hillhurst Avenue 
and Rowena Avenue—before 
it turns into Lowry Road—
to former Los Angeles City 
Councilmember Tom La-
Bonge and wrote “cars have 
been observed to traverse this 
narrow, family-with-children 
populated [Avocado Street] 
at over 60-miles-per hour. In 
other words,” the letter said, 
“these cars are flying.”

Another LFNC board-
member brought up the is-
sue again with city officials in 
2013 with no results.

But now, with the city 
program back in place, per-
haps things might change. 

“[The] LFNC is preparing 
to do wider outreach around 
speeding issues in our neigh-
borhood, with the intention of 
taking into account as many 
constituent-provided speed 
hump requests as possible in 
order to provide some pri-
oritized locations to CD4 for 
their future action,” said cur-
rent LFNC President Luke 
Klipp. “This is going to be a 
future item coming up before 
the LFNC Transportation 
Committee.”

For info on how to sub-
mit an application for speed 
humps, visit ladot.lacity.org

 
DASH BUS SERVICE 
CONNECTING LOS FELIZ 
TO SILVER LAKE

Last September we report-
ed the city’s Dept. of Trans-
portation (LADOT) had 
recommended eliminating 
the DASH bus line north of 
Franklin Avenue on Vermont 
Avenue and entirely from 
Hillhurst Avenue, to provide 
service connecting Los Feliz 
and Silver Lake.

The elimination would 
mean connectivity of Los Feliz 
Village to Marshall High and 

Thomas Starr King Middle 
schools at the expense of ser-
vice north on Vermont Avenue 
to Los Feliz Boulevard and all 
service on Hillhurst Avenue, 
but would keep, as a separate 
line, the weekend “Observa-
tory Shuttle” with stops at the 
Observatory, in Griffith Park 
and at the Greek Theater.

DASH lines are bus routes 
intended to serve self-contained 
neighborhoods, as opposed to 
other lines that travel the length 
and breadth of the city.

In response, the Los Fe-
liz Neighborhood Council, 
also in September 2016, asked 
LADOT to consider a num-
ber of alternatives to its rec-
ommendations, including not 
eliminating service on Hill-
hurst Avenue and connecting 
Los Feliz to Silver Lake by way 
of Griffith Park Boulevard in-
stead of Rowena Avenue. 

According to LFNC 
President Luke Klipp, there 
has been no response from 
LADOT as of mid-December. 

HOLLYWOOD SIGN 
TOURISM CRUSH AND 
BEACHWOOD CANYON 

An ongoing battle over 
Hollywood Sign tourist traffic 
continued in Beachwood Can-
yon throughout 2016,  spark-
ing a fresh batch of controver-
sies and the continuation of 
two lawsuits. 

Beachwood Canyon sits 
directly below the Hollywood 
Sign, and since the advent of 
GPS in the late 2000s, the 
once bucolic neighborhood 
has become a magnet for hik-
ers and tourists seeking close-
up selfies with the sign. 

Some estimates place daily 
foot traffic at over 1,000 peo-
ple for the Beachwood Drive 
trailhead, which leads directly 
to the sign and sits at the top of 
the residential neighborhood’s 
one major thoroughfare. 

For years, a well-organized 
and vocal group of  residents 
have repeatedly asked the city 
to close the Beachwood Drive 
trailhead, claiming the high 
volumes of foot and car traffic 
it attracts create a public safety 
issue. But in  October  2016, 
Los Angeles City Council-
member David Ryu said the 
chances of closing the Beach-
wood Drive trailhead are slim 
due to legal issues. 

However, the future of the 
trailhead remains uncertain as 
two lawsuits filed in 2015 de-
manding its closure, remain 
in play. Both suits are current-
ly scheduled for trial in 2017. 

2016 also saw the imple-
mentation of  new parking 
restrictions along Beachwood 
Drive  on weekends and holi-
days, which Ryu approved  in 
January of 2016 despite fierce 
opposition from Beachwood 
Canyon’s local  small  business 
owners. 

REWIND from page 27

see REWIND page 29
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envisions one of her staffers 
would be charged specifically 
to liaise with business owners 
through the district’s neigh-
borhood councils, which she 
said she feels are currently un-
derutilized. 

“You need to go to your 
neighborhood council,” for 
help, Salans said. “That is 
where your power lives. It can 
be a one stop shop.”

She also envisions having 
town hall meetings bi-weekly 
or even weekly. 

 Doing so, she said, would 
help business owners and oth-
er constituents get their ques-
tions answered faster.  

 “What we need is a stage 
manager, like a production 
hand within the district office 
that says ‘we are here to lend 
you a hand,’” she said. 

And she said she thinks 
she can do it with a small, en-
ergized staff.

“I just think that more 
can be done with [staff] that 
is already there,” she said. “I 
don’t understand. They make 
it sound so much more com-
plicated than it is. It’s not 
about quantity of staff. It’s 
about quality.”

Sylvie Shain, an Echo Park 
resident and tenants’ rights ad-
vocate, said she is running for 
the council seat because she 

feels there is an accessibility 
problem with O’Farrell’s of-
fice.

“This is somebody who 
represented himself as a com-
munity spokesperson in his 
bid when he was first elected 
and I think he has lost the 
pulse of the community,” she 
said.

Shain entered the race fol-
lowing her fight to prevent the 
conversion of a Hollywood 
apartment building on Chero-
kee Avenue into a boutique ho-
tel after its renters were evicted 
under the Ellis Act, a state law 
often used by developers to 
evict tenants so buildings can 
be converted into more profit-
able condominiums. The 1985 
law was originally proposed to 
help “the little guy.”  

Shain said she worries that 
O’Farrell’s “Open for Busi-
ness” initiative may unfold in 
a similar way.

“When you are crafting 
legislation, it’s important to 
ensure that the law is meeting 
the intent…and it’s protecting 
the people it’s supposed to and 
it’s not just a loophole for the 
bad players to take advantage 
of the framework,” Shain said.

Shain said she agrees there 
are “legitimate concerns” over 
the city’s “hamstringing of 
small businesses.” 

However, she said she also 

worries that O’Farrell’s ini-
tiative fails to address serious 
gentrification issues threaten-
ing many of the district’s small 
businesses.

“Something that’s really 
important to me is to stem the 
displacement of people and 
businesses from their com-
munities,” Shain said. “What 
has been expressed to me from 
business owners is not just the 
strain of opening up a new 
business. It’s also the fear of 
losing your [existing] business 
because as property values in-
crease, commercial tenants…
are subject to rent increases 
that make it more difficult to 
operate. 

Shain said she will be 
releasing more information 
about how she plans to help 
small businesses as the cam-
paign ramps up.

Candidate David De la 
Torre, 47, is a commercial ac-
counts manager in stevedor-
ing at the Port of Los Ange-
les. He hails from the Elysian 
Valley and said he is running 
because he sees a disconnect 
between O’Farrell and the 
everyday people of Council 
District 13.

“I’m unhappy with where 
priorities lie at the present 
time,” said De la Torre. “I 
think too much has been lost 
in the most basic services and 

necessities and that life im-
pacting issues are overlooked.”

De la Torre was a found-
ing member of the Elysian 
Valley Neighborhood Council 
and is currently chair of the 
area’s neighborhood watch.

In reference to small busi-
ness, De la Torre said he wants 
small business to flourish in 
the district and that the city 
bureaucracy’s “obstructionist 
mindset” needs to change.

“Small business is impor-
tant,” he said. 

“We need to expedite the 
process to assist small business. 
But it cannot be done at the 
expense of permitting [as in 
issuing permits to] businesses 
not in line with what the com-
munity wants or needs.” 

De la Torre said he worries 
O’Farrell’s Open for Business 
Initiative could hurt rather 
than help communities in the 
long run. By making it easier 
for any business—regard-
less of how large or intrusive 
it may be—to open its doors 
without adequate community 
input. 

“I think at face value, it 
sounds like a step in the right 
direction, but,” he said, “...is it 
streamlining [the process] so 
we get quality projects in the 
community? Or is it a stream-
lining so that any project gets 
into a community?”

CD13 from page 8

The restrictions are de-
signed to limit visitor parking 
in the area, while homeown-
ers can buy permits allowing 
them to park at any time.

The business owners said 
they had been open to the 
parking restrictions, believing 
Ryu would help offset their 
impact by having the city in-
stall nearby diagonal and me-
tered parking and allowing 
business owners to purchase 
parking permits for use by 
their customers and employ-
ees—which is not currently 
allowed citywide. 

But in 2016 those ideas 
were either ruled out by city 
officials as not workable or 
by Ryu, due to a lack of con-
sensus by the business owners 
and the property owner from 
whom they lease. 

The business owners say 
Ryu betrayed them. 

“We were duped by our 
councilperson,” said Patti 
Peck, owner of the Beachwood 
Café. 

According to Peck, she has 
lost  almost  20% of her week-
end  business since the new 
parking restrictions were imple-
mented in March of 2016. 

She said this drop in busi-
ness  has hit her particularly 
hard because weekends have 
traditionally been the café’s 
busiest days.

REWIND from page 28
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Holy Trinity
School

323-663-2064 m 3716 Boyce Ave - Atwater Village
www.HolyTrinityla.com

NOW ENROLLING!

 All are welcome in a loving, supportive family environment
 Character, values, and service to others is paramount
 Small class sizes and personalized attention means students 
     grow to their highest potential
 Specialized classes and programs provide for a balanced 
     whole-child education

Now, imagine your child at Holy Trinity School

Imagine
a school where

Transitional Kindergarten-8th grade
Open House January 29th or call for a personal tour!

IMMACULATE HEART
For Girls Grades 6-12

“Educating the Hearts & Minds of Young Women Since 1906”

Now Accepting Applications!

Available Shadow Days 
through March 2017
Check IH website for select dates

Middle School Entrance Exam
Saturday, January 14, 2017 at 8:30 a.m.

High School Entrance Exam for Admission & Merit Scholarships
Saturday, January 21, 2017 at 8:30 a.m.

5515 Franklin Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90028 ♥ (323) 461-3651 ♥ www.immaculateheart.org

SUMMER
OPP   RTUNITIES 

FAIR

ONE OF THE LARGEST 
CAMP FAIRS ON 

THE WEST COAST! 

Saturday, February 4
10 a.m. - 3p.m.

ONE OF THE LARGEST 
CAMP FAIRS ON 

THE WEST COAST! 
• Meet camp directors & staff

• Day & overnight options for 
boys & girls K-12

WESTRIDGE SCHOOL 
324 Madeline Drive
Pasadena, CA 91105

Learn more at 
Westridge.org/SOF

Free 
Admission

Open to the 
Public

• Meet camp directors & staff
• Day & overnight options for 
   boys & girls K-12

 

 

Learn more at 
Westridge.org/SOF

[FRANKLIN AVENUE 
ELEMENTARY]

Gearing Up for 
the Talent Show
By Amalia Mauceri, 
5th grade

Every Janu-
ary, Franklin 
showcases its 
super-creative 
students in a 
talent show. 
Anyone can 

participate and it is one of the 
highlights of the year.

There are so many talented 
kids at Franklin and this is the 
only day of the year that they 
get to go onstage and express 
themselves for all the Franklin 
Foxes out there.

Over my years of being at 

[HOLLYWOOD SCHOOLHOUSE]

Ancient Civilizations
By Max Rubin, 6th grade

At Holly-
wood School-
house, we are 

learning about ancient Indian 
civilizations and cultures in 
our 6th grade History class. 
I find the subject extremely 
intriguing, specifically their 
belief in reincarnation. They 
thought that if you didn’t like 
your job, all you needed to do 
was be a good person, and in 
your next life you would have 
a better one. This topic fasci-
nates me.

In Math, we are learn-
ing about unit rates and ra-
tios. Mastering this concept 
will allow us to solve equa-
tions involving things like 

miles per hour or dollars per 
pound. Once we have mas-
tered this theory, will be able 
to tell if something is a good 
deal or not. This strategy will 
help us greatly in our day-to-
day lives.

Recently, we celebrated 
our annual Winter Festival. 
The 6th grade class got to run 
a bake sale to raise money for 
their graduation party. Anoth-
er highlight at the Winterfest 
was Sonic Boom, a rock band 
consisting completely of 6th 
graders, performing live on 
stage. The band is relatively 
new, but its members are very 
experienced. They put on a 
great a show. 

Make Your Back to School Exam TODAY!

Dr. Michel N. Kahwaji
Dr. Roxana De la Rosa

•	 Comprehensive	Eye	Exams
•	 Treatment	of	Eye	Disease
•	 Vintage	&	Designer	Eyewear
•	 Contact	Lenses
•	 Free	Lasik	Consultation
•	 Retinal	Photography	for	Diabetic	
	 &	Hypertension	Patients

We	accept	VSP,	Medi-Cal,	Medicare	&	most	other	insurance

(323) 664-1996
2771	Rowena	Ave.	(corner	of	Glendale	Blvd.)

Los	Angeles,	CA		90039
www.silverlakeoptometry.com

SILVERLAKE Optometry

see FRANKLIN page 31
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Preschool State License: 198018949, 198018875.  © 2016 Stratford Schools, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Los Angeles Melrose
1200 N. Cahuenga Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90038 
(323) 962-3075

Altadena Allen
2046 Allen Avenue 
Altadena, CA 91001 
(626) 794-1000

Accrediting Commission
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Schools
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@Stratford
Summer

  

OPEN 
HOUSE
January 21, 2017
10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Ready. Set. Grow.
Stratford School nurtures  
the joy of learning in children.
At Stratford, you’ll find a unique school environment  
where you child is seen and heard! With Stratford’s  
on-going admission, you can enroll your child in a school 
that inspires children to become tomorrow’s creative 
problem-solvers, innovators, and leaders. 

REGISTER NOW for our Open House 
StratfordSchools.com/SoCalOH

The curiosity to reach. The courage to grasp.TM

[GLENFELIZ BOULEVARD ELEMENTARY]

My School is Awesome
By Ernesto Contreras, 5th grade

My school is so amazing! I 
go to Glenfeliz Blvd. Elementa-
ry School for Advanced Stud-
ies. We are now a Farm to Ta-
ble and Culinary Arts School. 
We have so much fun planting 
in our garden, cooking, and 
eating the food we grow. 

The Food Forward pro-
gram taught us how to not waste 
food. Did you know an average 
family wastes over $2,000 a year 
just by throwing away uneaten 
food? It’s crazy when you think 
about how much food is thrown 
away each day.  

Another really cool pro-
gram was from our Common 
Threads friends. They brought 
a real Chef from Barilla Pasta 
to our school. He flew in from 
New York! 

We were the first school 
on the West Coast to have 
this opportunity. Our whole 
class made two dishes with 
Chef Chris. We made pasta 
salad and lasagna rolls that we 
packed up and we took them 
home to cook for dinner. 

There were so many 
healthy ingredients like basil, 
tomatoes, mushrooms, zucchi-
ni, and cheese. Chef Chris also 
taught us so many things like 
al dente means “to the tooth.” 
He also told us that in Italy 
(and the US), we don’t call 
pasta “noodles.” That would 
be insulting. Instead you call 
it pasta. He was really funny.

My school has changed 
so much and I love everything 
about it!  

[IMMACULATE HEART]

Work, Eat, Rest, Repeat 
By Lauren Berger, ’18

As a challeng-
ing first se-
mester draws 

to completion, students of Im-
maculate Heart anticipate the 
result of months of academic 
diligence. In the back of every 
IH Panda’s mind looms one 
formidable force: finals. 

Unique to Immaculate 
Heart, IHHS students take 
their semester exams upon re-
turning from Winter Break, 
allowing teachers more flexi-
bility in delivering lessons and 
(ideally) lessening any cram-

ming by students. 
After mastering finals, 

students will gain another 
deserved respite from instruc-
tion. Replenished, students 
will resume classes on the 
24th of January, ready to take 
on yet another semester full of 
challenges and triumphs. 

Meanwhile, some IH ju-
niors will return to classes a 
few days later as they spend a 
week in Washington, D.C. to 
experience the Close Up pro-
gram, which aims to educate 
young people on their demo-

cratic rights and civil respon-
sibilities. The IH trip features 
visits to the Basilica of the Im-
maculate Conception, Mount 
Vernon, the Capitol, and the 
Supreme Court. Students will 
also have an opportunity to 
meet their peers from high 
schools across the country. 

January is also an impor-
tant month for Immaculate 
Heart’s admission efforts. 
The Middle School’s entrance 
exam will take place Saturday, 
January 14th. A week later, 
the High School will have its 
entrance exam Saturday, Janu-
ary 21st. Check the school’s 
website or contact Immaculate 
Heart’s admissions depart-
ment for more information.

[THOMAS STARR KING]

Animation at King 
By Sameer Ameen, 8th grade

I feel very 
fortunate, be-
cause unlike 

many other kids in the vast 
county of Los Angeles, I have 
been given an opportunity. An 
opportunity to animate with 
a program known as Maya. 
Even the professionals use it. 

We were given a task at 
the beginning of the year: to 
create a story—any story that 

our minds could think of. Af-
ter drafting three different ver-
sions of our stories, we had to 
put them into script form, just 
like they do in Hollywood! 

Our teacher, Mr. Palayan, 
taught us the process of writ-
ing scripts, drafting stories, 
dialogue and storyboarding. 

We were given 16 boxes to 
fill with drawings of what we 
envisioned our story to look 

like. This is the storyboarding 
process. 

Once complete, we pre-
sented our stories to our class 
thoroughly with voiceovers 
of the characters. After going 
through the whole process, it 
was time to animate it all. 

We took to work, each of 
us envisioning what we want-
ed on our screens and making 
it happen. The process is a year 
long and each student will 
come out with the end result: 
a finished and fully animated 
story of their choosing. 

this wonderful school, I have 
seen some great acts, from 
comedy to a rock band. We 
have some incredible piano, 
guitar, violin, and flute play-
ers, along with dancers, sing-
ers, and gymnasts. Some kids 
show off their tae kwon do 
skills. Others do excellent 
magic tricks, sometimes even 
with live rabbits! Last year, 

our teachers participated too 
by doing a dance to “Uptown 
Funk.”

Every show is better than 
the last because we have so 
many new faces appearing at 
Franklin every year. I am very 
excited to see all the acts this 
year and I can’t wait to per-
form mine. What am I doing? 
Well, you’ll just have to wait 
and see.

FRANKLIN from page 30
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3755 Shannon Road                  Spanish              $1,795,000
Beautiful 4+3.5 Spanish residence w/picturesque views from 
the hills of Griffith Park to the Glendale city lights. Gracious 
LR w/fireplace & for your baby grand! Spacious Cook’s kitchen 
w/island & great hm office work space. LR & kitchen open to a 
fabulous patio. Beautiful master suite & private bath captures 
amazing views. 3000+sq feet! Loved by owners for 35 years!

1434 Norwich Drive         West Hollywood        $1,480,000
Adorable cottage perfect for fixing & adding on to or build your 
dream home . Located on one of the most desired streets of 
West Hollywood. 2+1.5 and home office with built-in bookcases. 
Central AC. Laundry room. Appx 1,123 square feet. Charming 
front yard & porch + fenced rear yard. Just steps away from 
many of the best restaurants and shops in West Hollywood.

In Escrow In Glendale

For Lease In Los Feliz Hills 

4124 Dundee Drive             Tuscan Villa            $2,350,000
Magical 4+3 circa 1928 Tuscan Villa. Impressive living rm with 
gorgeous F/P, & newly refinished hardwood floors and French 
doors to lovely patio, large pool, spa and lushly landscaped 
grounds. Formal dining room. Kitchen with breakfast room. 1st 
floor guest bedrm w/3/4 bath. Master suite with beautiful 
veranda. New AC & heat, alarm system. Apprx 2764 & 11,438 lot.  

3743 Amesbury Road          Los Feliz Hills                  $8,000
Views forever in this 4+2.5 Mediterranean home with guest apt 
w/addt’l bath. Spacious LR w/sweeping views and fireplace, large 
formal dining & updated kitchen. Master suite with spa like bath 
& walk-in closet. Large separate guest apt with it’s own entrance 
and bath. Hardwood floors. Apprx 3356 sq ft home. Dep. 2 car 
garage. Available immediately. 1st month rent + $16,000 Sec. 

Thank You, George, Eileen, & Laura

2307 Bancroft Avenue       Silver Lake Hills     $1,295,000      
Beautifully restored 2+2.5 Spanish with fabulous views. 
Spacious living rm w/gorgeous fireplace & picture window to 
enjoy the breathtaking vu’s. Great kitchen. Lovely vu terrace. 
2 master suites w/fabulous new baths. Deck and wonderful 
outdoor entertaining space. New roof, central a/c, plumbing 
& electrical. Apprx 1814 sq. ft. Good proximity to downtown.

748 Glenview Road             Spanish Revival          $1,299,000
Beautifully restored & preserved 4+4.5 1926 Spanish Hacienda 
adored by many of Hollywood royalty. Enter through a private 
lushly landscaped courtyard. Large living rm, expansive use of 
windows, beamed ceiling & offers a light & airy California feel. 
Formal dining rm & adjacent wine cellar. Enjoy a library, den & 
screening + guest house. Over 4500 sqft in this amazing home.

1908 Berendo Street                    Los Feliz       Call For Price 
Very charming 3 + 2.5 Spanish home in much desired Franklin 
Square neighborhood. Walking distance to Vermont & Hillhurst 
with great restaurants, shopping, and more. Updated eat-in 
kitchen. Formal dining room. Central air & heat. Alarm system. 
Finished garage. Great yard. Approx 1706 sq ft & 6500 sq foot 
lot. 1st month rent + 2 months security deposit. 1 year lease.

In Escrow In West Hollywood

2046 North Hobart Boulevard       Los Feliz     $1,499,000 
Beautiful Gated 3 + 2.5 Traditional home situated on spacious 
corner lot. Wonderful indoor and outdoor flow with large pool 
& patios for entertaining. Spacious living & dining room. 
Galley kitchen with breakfast area. 2 bedrooms & 2 baths are 
upstairs with 3rd bedroom downstairs converted to a den or 
home office. New AC & heat, roof & freshly painted.

1910 Redcliff Street         Silver Lake Hills       $1,050,000
Charm is the word for this sweet 2+2.5 bath 1920’s Traditional 
+ guest house w/views! Spacious living rm w/hardwd floors & 
high ceilings. Enjoy a family rm w/fireplace that opens to a 
deck to enjoy lovely scenic views of the Silver Lake hills and 
peek-a-boo of the hopefully soon to be filled reservoir. Cozy gst 
house w/kitchen & bath. Private deck to enjoy fabulous views.

Great New Price In Los Feliz Hills Coming Soon In Glendale

1521 Bel Air Drive                   Glendale              Call For Price 
So much potential in this 1950’s 3+2.5 Traditional home in prime 
Northwest Glendale. Nice living room with fireplace. Charming 
knotty pine kitchen w/breakfast area. Large yard. Room for pool 
& much more. Appx 1784 sq ft w/a generous lot of 8081. Close to 
Kenneth Village and Brand Park. Loved by the same family for 
45+ years.  Some TLC could make this home sweet home again!

Keller Williams 2150 Hillhurst Avenue  Los Angeles, CA 90027                 323.668.7600                                  georgeandeileen.com   

Dear George, Eileen, and Laura,
Mona and I want to thank you for your extraordinary assistance in selling our beloved home 
of  27 years.  As you know, it was a somewhat painful decision for us to sell it.  However, you 
made the process so easy and in the end, when the outcome turned out to be so far beyond our 
expectations, it all became quite pleasurable.  We are certain that no other agents in Los Feliz 
could have done nearly as fine a job as you did and we will always be indebted to you for your 
very kind help.   If  we ever have other real estate needs in the future, you are the only ones we 
will call and should someone we know need to be referred to the best real estate agents in Los 
Feliz, then it goes without saying that you are the only ones who fit that description.
We look forward to staying in touch and send you our warmest best wishes for the holidays and 
the coming New Year.                        
                           Endre and Mona Balogh , Sellers of  4124 Dundee Drive, Los Feliz Hills

Happy New Year!
Wishing You Health, Happiness & All The Best In 2017!

George, Eileen, & Laura Moreno
                                CABRE George 00560275 Eileen 01194455  Laura 01950438

For Lease In Los Feliz

Just Sold In The Los Feliz Hills


