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No: Bad for Our 
Neighborhood 
By Luke H. Klipp

While only a few people 
will vote this March, Measure 
S will impact every one of us. 

Billed as a way to slow or 
even stop development, it will 
cost Angelenos thousands of 
jobs and shut down construction 
projects that would have added 
thousands of new homes in our 
city—at the very time we have 
some of the fastest rising home 
prices and among the lowest 
rental vacancy rates of any city in 
the nation. And that’s not even 
why I oppose this measure.

The supporters of Mea-
sure S claim that even if their 
measure is approved in March, 

Measure S: Pro and Con

see NO ON S page 22see YES ON S page 10see PARKS FUND page 20

see HOLLYWEED page 9

“Hollyweed” 
No Joke To 
Authorities
By Andrew Murphy Davis
Ledger Contributing Writer

The New Year’s Day trans-
formation of the Hollywood 
Sign to read “Hollyweed” is 
still making waves amongst 
city authorities as they try to 
determine exactly how a local 
artist slipped past hundreds of 
thousands of dollars worth of 
surveillance equipment moni-
tored by the Los Angeles Po-
lice Dept. (LAPD) to breach 
the perimeter of the sign and 
get close to a city commu-
nication tower used by first 
responders in the event of a 
disaster, all without being ap-
prehended.

Zachary Cole Fernandez, 
30, the artist responsible for 
the prank, voluntarily surren-
dered to authorities January 
9th.

He was arrested, booked 

Untapped Fund Could Bring Parks 
to Los Feliz 
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer

The Los Feliz Neighbor-
hood Council (LFNC) de-
clared in January its intent to 
“call dibs,” as LFNC Recre-

ation Committee Chair Mark 
Mauceri put it, on a portion of 
the so-called Parks First Trust 
Fund, an as-yet-untapped city 
account of over $1.3 million in 

fees paid by developers specifi-
cally for the creation of pocket 
parks.

Per a 2001 city ordinance, 

residential developers wishing 
to build in the Vermont/West-
ern Station Neighborhood 
Area Plan (SNAP) district—
an approximately 2.2 square 

City Lights, a new Los Feliz development, will add another $800,000 to the 
Parks First Trust Fund this year. Photo: Getty Images/GPointStudio.

Yes: Save our 
Neighborhoods
By Jill Stewart

Measure S has a simple 
message: City Hall must work 
for the public interest, not the 
special interests.  

Measure S holds our city 
officials accountable to do 
their jobs and follow the rules. 
It ends growing corruption 
downtown by stopping pay-
to-play backroom deals with 
developers, while encouraging 
smart planning, done legally.

Measure S says no to rule-
breaking developers who have 
created gridlock, skyrocketing 
rents and human displacement 
using “spot zoning”—a trick 
in which City Hall grants an 

[CD13 ELECTiON]

Candidates 
On Affordable 
Housing
By Allison B. Cohen, 
Andrew Davis and 
Sheila Lane   

Five candidates qualified 
in December to run against 
incumbent Los Angeles 
City Councilmember Mitch 
O’Farrell for his seat repre-
senting Council District 13 
(CD13), which spans from 
East Hollywood to Glassell 
Park. As part of an ongoing 
series on campaign issues lead-
ing up to the March 7th elec-
tion, we interviewed O’Farrell 
and his challengers about af-
fordable housing in the dis-
trict. 

Since taking office in 
2013, O’Farrell has authored 
nine motions related to afford-
able housing, according to a 
review of his council files, as 
CD13 has become a hot bed 
of rising rents and land-use 
clashes.

The district, of about 
250,000 residents, has 80% 
renters and a majority of them, 
according to the U.S. Census, 
are spending well over a com-
fortable amount of their pay-
check on rent. 

The district also has an 
aging housing stock, which 
keeps some rents low due to 
rent control, but as a result, 
has attracted well-heeled de-
velopers anxious to do away 
with these aging duplexes and 
bungalows for shiny new—
and often luxury—housing. 

All of it adds up to a crisis.
“I would argue I have 

done more on this subject...
than arguably anyone else,” 
O’Farrell said in an interview.

But O’Farrell is especially 
proud of a 2014 motion he co-
wrote with Councilmember 
Jose Huizar, whose district in-
cludes downtown Los Angeles. 

The policy is called “Value 
see HOUSING page 3

Valentine’s Round-Up:  
Love sick or sick of love? 
We’ve got you covered, page 2

Locals made their mark on the Women’s March January 21st in D.C., Downtown Los Angeles and by creating the march’s 
most visible symbol of solidarity.  Top photo: Soo Hyun Chung (left) of Lincoln Heights and Emily Hughes of Silver Lake in 
Washington, D.C. (photo: Christine Kanter, of Echo Park); bottom left photo: the march in Downtown Los Angeles (photo: Allison B. 
Cohen) and bottom right: Kat Coyle, owner of Atwater Village’s Little Knittery, who designed the pink knitted hats worn 
by marchers nationwide (photo: Juliet Bennett Rylah).
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St. Vincent de Paul’s 
54,000 square-foot thrift store 
offers clothing, shoes, furniture, 

housewares and appliances.

20% Off* with this Ad

All Welcome!

Fine Mexican Food 
Since 1962

Updated Menu
New Vegan Section

Weekend Champagne Brunch
Private Party Rooms

Happy Hour Everyday 3-7pm
“Casita Live!” Music

Outdoor Patios

Free Parking (Valet after 5pm)

Casita del Campo Restaurant
1920 Hyperion Ave. Silverlake, Ca. 90027

323-662-4255
Open at 11am everyday

www.casitadelcampo.net

Valentine’s Day 2017 
Compiled by Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer 

FOR THE LOVE SiCK

GRiER MUSSER MUSEUM 
VALENTiNE TOUR 
Get a sense of what L.A. was like 
in the Victorian era by touring 
an authentic Victorian house. In 
celebration of Valentine’s Day, 
the museum will display a rare 
collection of Victorian Valentines, 
as well as vintage teddy bears 
and Kewpie dolls. Refreshments 
will be provided at the end of the 
tour. Tickets are $12. 

Grier Musser Museum
Sun. February 12th, 1 p.m. 
and 2:30 p.m. 
Info: griermussermuseum.org

SEx AND THE CiTY ZOO DiNNER 
Join the Greater Los Angeles 
Zoo Association for a romantic 
lecture and farm-to-table dinner. 
In celebration of Valentine’s Day, 
Zoo experts will discuss some 
of the animal kingdom’s more 
interesting mating rituals. Then 
enjoy a five-course meal with 
wine pairings from Foxen Winery, 
a sustainable winery based in 
Santa Maria. A reception with 
champagne and chocolate will 
precede the lecture. Tickets are 
$140 for the reception, dinner and 
lecture; $40 for just the reception 
and lecture. 

L.A. Zoo
Sat. February 11th, 
5 p.m 5337 Zoo Dr. 
Info: (323) 644-4200, lazoo.org

ViNTAGE VALENTiNE AT THE 
RiALTO 
Celebrate Valentine’s Day in a 
retro way at South Pasadena’s 
historic Rialto Theater (recently 
seen onscreen in La La Land). 
Dance to the sounds of vintage 
crooners performing with the 
Johnny Holiday Dance Orchestra 

and then enjoy a screening of 
Singin’ In The Rain. A speakeasy 
bar, as well as impersonators 
of stars like Marilyn Monroe, 
Groucho Marx and Charlie 
Chaplin will help keep the 
evening lively. Tickets start at 
$100. 

The Rialto Theater
Sat. February 11th, 5:30 p.m. 1023 
Fair Oaks Ave., 
South Pasadena. 
Info: vintagevalentine.org

CiTY LiGHTS 
On Valentine’s Day, you and your 
date should take an extended 
lunch and head to LACMA for 
a matinee screening of Charlie 
Chaplin’s romantic masterpiece. 
City Lights finds Chaplin’s iconic 
Little Tramp falling in love with 
a beautiful blind flower girl who 
mistakes him for a rich man. Our 
hero then sets about trying to 
find a way to raise money for a 
sight-restoring operation. Tickets 
are $4. 

LACMA, Tues. February 14th, 
1 p.m. 5905 Wilshire Blvd. 
Information: (323) 857-6010, 
lacma.org

FOR THOSE 
SiCK OF LOVE

MORTiFiED DOOMED 
VALENTiNE SHOW 
Mortified is a live storytelling 
show where brave people share 
their most embarrassing life 
stories. At this special edition 
of Mortified, the cringe will be 
cranked to 11 as it’s themed 
around Valentine’s Days that 
went amiss. Get ready for tales 
about romantic gestures that 
backfired and awkward sex-
related injuries. Tickets from $20. 

Wanderlust
Sat. February 11th, 
6:30 p.m. and 9 p.m. 
1367 N. Highland Ave. 
Info: getmortified.com

BROKEN HEARTS CiRCUS 
Who needs a Valentine when you 
could have a circus? Angel City 
Brewery hosts an all-day festival 
of music and performance. Enjoy 
a beer or three while taking in 
music from See-Ya, Supertall Paul 
and Blackwater Jukebox; as well 
as clowns, comics, acrobats and 
dancers. A magician will roam 
around the brewery performing 
close up illusions and circus 
treats like cotton candy and 
popcorn will be available. Free. 

Angel City Brewery & Public 
House, Sun. February 12th, 
1 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
216 S. Alameda St. 
Info: angelcitybrewery.com

BiRDS’ ANTi-VALENTiNE’S PARTY 
What becomes of the broken-
hearted on Valentine’s Day? They 
go to Birds and take part in the 
restaurant’s 23-year old tradition 
of celebrating Anti-Valentine’s 
Day. Pay “tribute” to whoever 
broke your heart by bashing male 
and female pinatas, take part 
in the “worst dumping” story 
competition and add your ex’s 
name to the communal voodoo 
doll. Free.

Birds
Tues. February 14th, 
9 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
5925 Franklin Ave. 
Info: birdshollywood.com
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Celebrating  
Healthy Hearts
No reservations necessary

Join Us for Our Annual “Kings & Queens  
of Hearts” Celebration
For more than 20 years, Dignity Health – Glendale 
Memorial Hospital has collaborated closely with our 
patients and families focused on their heart health – 
offering support during challenges and honoring each 
success. We invite you to applaud our “Kings and 
Queens” while enjoying multiple health screenings, 
lectures from our doctors, education and information 
on preventive care and health management, and a 
delicious lunch.

Thursday, February 23, 2017
9 – 11:30 a.m.  
Health Screenings 

10 – 11:15 a.m.  
Guest Lectures 

11:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.  
Lawrence O’Connor, M.D.  
“State of the Heart 2017” Presentation  
and Crowning of the Kings and Queens

12:15 – 1 p.m. 
Lunch and Raffle

Parking will be validated

818.502.2378

Lectures and presentations will be in the 
Glendale Memorial Hospital Cardiac Fitness 
Center, 2nd Floor.

1420 South Central Avenue, Glendale, CA 91204  |  dignityhealth.org/glendalememorial

KingsQueens_LosFelizLedger_10x8_17_001GMH.indd   1 1/6/17   2:28 PM

[STREET LEVEL]

How Those Resolutions 
Holding Up?

By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer

We’re one month into 2017. Did you make any New Year’s 
resolutions and, if so, how are they going so far?

“I resolved to 
not be irreso-
lute and it’s 
working so far.”  
- Robert R., 
outside Sky-

light Books on Vermont Av-
enue. 

“I did. My New 
Year’s resolu-
tion was to have 
more perspec-
tive and I’m do-
ing well so far.” 

– Martha C., outside Good 
Greek Grill on Vermont Ave.

“No resolu-
tions, but I 
think 2017’s a 
year to not put 
up with the 
bulls**t of 2016 

and to take our eyes off of our 
damn phones. But that’s just a 
fact, not a resolution.” – Trev-
or S., outside Good Greek 
Grill on Vermont Avenue.

“No, I never do. 
It just seems 
like too much 
of a calculated 
thing that cre-
ates too much 

pressure and deters from the 
intended goal.” – Gil K., out-
side Skylight Books on Ver-
mont Avenue.

“My resolution 
was to be hap-
py. It makes me 
happy to walk 
in Los Feliz 
where there is a 

mixture of nice people. Also, 
I’m helping the homeless.” 
– Rose E., outside Skylight 
Books on Vermont Avenue. 

“I started eat-
ing healthier 
and I’ve cut out 
coffee.” – Jus-
tin B., outside 
the Skylight 

Theatre on Vermont Avenue.

Capture” and would make it 
city law that developers must 
build low-income units as part 
of their projects, or pay into a 
city affordable housing trust 
fund in exchange for zoning 
changes, variances or other ex-
ceptions. 

The practice, in part, al-
ready occurs in the city based 
on a state law allowing projects 
to be denser than zoning rules 
allow in exchange for afford-
able housing or through case-
by-case city approvals, again 
despite zoning rules, after ne-
gotiations with developers. In 
both cases, some have cried 
foul that developers’ donations 
to elected officials tip the scale 
for the approvals they want.

O’Farrell and Huizar’s 
motion is still being stud-
ied and has not been voted 
on by the City Council, but 
O’Farrell said he expects it 
will be approved. 

“We don’t have an ordi-
nance that exists right now,” 
O’Farrell said. “It’s a pretty 
ground breaking initiative in 
that sense.”

But according to Doug 
Haines, who is one of five 
candidates running to replace 
O’Farrell in March, value cap-
ture is just a “gimmick” that 
only will take the community 

out of the process. 
Policies like this, he said, 

“are tricks to evade the city’s 
zoning laws. [This is] taking 
away the ability of the com-
munity to challenge any of 
these projects.”

Haines has been at the 
forefront of fighting one of 
O’Farrell’s most controversial 
projects, a Target store which 
currently stands half-built in 
the district at the corner of 
Sunset Boulevard and West-
ern Avenue.

The development is still 
embroiled in litigation, main-
ly over its proposed height, 
which exceeds zoning rules 
in the area, but which was 
approved by the Los Angeles 
City Council.

“Zoning is a social con-
tract,” he said, “No one gets 
special privileges.”

Candidate Bill Zide, who 
has served on both the Hol-
lywood Studio District and 
East Hollywood neighbor-
hood councils, said O’Farrell’s 
value capture policy is a good 
beginning but it does not go 
far enough.

“It’s a nice idea; it’s a good 
start,” he said, “but I would 
want to see real guarantees 
and guidelines that are all en-
forceable.” 

Zide said he advocates a 

three-prong approach to the 
affordable housing issue. The 
first step, he said, is maintain-
ing the rent-stabilized afford-
able housing stock already in 
existence.

According to Zide, Los 
Angeles is building about 
500 units citywide and losing 
2,000 rent stabilized units a 
year. 

Causes for that loss in-
clude abuses of the Ellis 
Act—a state law that allows 
landlords to evict tenants if 
they want to leave the rental 
business provided they don’t 
re-rent the units within five 
years—and are also “part-
ly due to construction that 
Mitch approved. They can 
never catch up,” he said. 

 He also wants to incen-
tivize developers to build af-
fordable housing and mandate 
that larger developments pro-
vide 15% to 20% of their units 
for affordable housing. 

According to Zide, devel-
opers respond to this kind of 
policy with the argument that 
it doesn’t “pencil out” for them 
to create so many affordable 
units, but the problem with 
that, he said, is that they never 
reveal their numbers.

“What they’re really say-
ing is ‘We’re not making as 

HOUSING from page 1

see HOUSING page 8
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FALL IN LOVE WITH SAVINGS 
Pay the day. The earlier you 
join the more you save! 

HOLLYWOOD YMCA  
1553 N Schrader Boulevard 
Hollywood, CA 90028
P 323 467 4161   
W ymcaLA.org/hw  

By Juliet Bennett Rylah 
Ledger Contributing Writer 

Our side of town has it all 
when it comes to eateries. 
Here’s a list of our favorites. 

ATWATER ViLLAGE

All’ Acqua
3280 Glendale Blvd.
(323)663-3280
allacquarestaurant.com

Neapolitan pizzas from a wood-
fired oven are a crowd-pleaser 
at this neighborhood Italian 
restaurant, but they also have 
plenty of other fare, including 
pasta, plus salumi and cheese 
plates. The bar offers craft 
cocktails, as well as an ample wine 
and amaro selection. Brunch is on 
Sundays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Momed 
3245 Casitas Ave.
(323) 522-3488

Much like its Beverly Hills 
counterpart, Momed Atwater serves 
Mediterranean fare, including 
shakshuka, khachapouri, chicken 
souvlaki and a rich duck shawarma. 
Burgers, sandwiches and wraps 
come with Momo chips, which are 
thinly sliced, lightly fried potatoes. 
Meals can be enjoyed inside, or on 
Momed’s lovely outdoor patio. Beer 
and wine is available. 

Link N Hops
3111 Glendale Blvd.
(323) 426-9049

True to its namesake, this 
gastropub serves sausages and 
beer. The links come in a variety of 
flavors, like smoked chicken and 
mango and Bavarian bratwurst, but 
they also have less conventional 
meats—including boar, pheasant 
and rattlesnake—as well as vegan 
options. They have 24 craft beers on 
tap, plus a few wines.

EAST HOLLYWOOD

Baroo
5706 Santa Monica Blvd.
(323) 929-9288
baroola.strikingly.com

This tiny, unassuming strip mall 
eatery from Chef Kwang Uh was 
rated the fifth best restaurant in 
the nation by Bon Appetit. The 
small, yet significant menu features 
Korean dishes with a strong focus 
on fermentation, plus house-made 
kombucha and tepache. Note, it can 
be difficult to find as it doesn’t have 
a sign. 

Jitlada
5233 1/2 W Sunset Blvd.
(323) 667-9809, jitladala.com

Authentic southern Thai cuisine can 
be found in this family-operated 
Thai Town strip mall eatery. The 
vast menu contains curries, soups, 
seafood, fried rice and noodles, 
but beware: these dishes can be 
very, very hot. Simpsons fans 
may note that Matt Groening is a 
Jitlada enthusiast, and has doodled 
several drawings that can be found 
throughout the dining room. 

Sqirl 
720 N Virgil Ave. #4
(213) 394-6526, Sqirlla.com

Brunch favorite Sqirl is known for 
its thick slabs of toast, but their 
full menu also features salads, 
sandwiches, and salubrious 
bowls. The sorrel pesto rice bowl 
and smoked whitefish tartine are 
favorites, but be sure save room 
for the ricotta toast with seasonal, 
home-made jam.  

ECHO PARK 

Brite Spot
1918 Sunset Blvd.
(213) 484-9800
www.britespotdiner.com

Opened in 1949 and renovated in 
2012, retro-chic Brite Spot serves 
elevated diner fare with a fair 
amount of vegan and vegetarian 
selections. Open daily, 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m. No alcohol.

Button Mash
1391 Sunset Blvd.
(213) 250-9903, buttonmashla.com

This popular hangout contains 
over two-dozen arcade and pinball 
games, and it’s also the new home 
of Asian fusion favorite Starry 
Kitchen (formerly of Chinatown). 
You can wash down crispy tofu 
balls, garlic noodles and double-
fried wings with one of Button 
Mash’s many craft beers, then 
work on securing the high score on 
Michael Jackson’s Moonwalker. 

Elf Cafe
2135 Sunset Blvd.
(213) 484-6829, elfcafe.com

This cozy cafe serves natural wine 
and organic, Mediterranean-
inspired vegan and vegetarian 
food. Dishes include plant-
based house risotto, fattoush 
and Moroccan spicy kale salad. 
Dinner only, and reservations are 
encouraged.  

Masa
1800 Sunset Blvd. 
(213) 989-1558
Masaofechopark.com

Masa is Spanish for dough, making 
it a fitting name for this Chicago 
deep-dish pizza parlor. They make 
their dough fresh each day, then 
top the two-inch-deep pizzas with 
organic ingredients, including 
sweet Italian sausage, sun-dried 
tomato and black forest ham. Beer 
and wine is available. 

Mohawk Bend
2141 Sunset Blvd
(213) 483-2337, mohawk.la

Decades ago, Mohawk Bend was 
a vaudeville theater. Now, it’s a 
neighborhood eatery where vegans 
and carnivores alike should find 
something they enjoy. They have 
a whole host of pizzas in complex 
flavors, plus soup, salads, burgers, 
sandwiches and a great buffalo 
cauliflower dish to share. There are 
over 70 craft beers on tap, wine and 
cocktails.

Ostrich Farm
1525 Sunset Blvd.
(213) 537-0657
Ostrichfarmla.com

This pretty storefront space only 
seats 50 guests at a time, but their 
American heritage food cooked 
over a wood-fired grill has bolstered 
Ostrich Farm’s reputation. Dinner 
offers roast chicken, grilled ribeye, 
pork chops and monkfish, with 
plenty of vegetable sides. Brunch 
items include healthy protein-rich 
bowls, tartines and a brioche French 
toast. Full bar. 

Winsome
1115 Sunset Blvd
(213) 415-1818
www.eatwinsome.com

The lovely Winsome is fetching 
in a mid-century modern palette, 

with pale gray, ribbed booths 
in front of a sprawling mural of 
Echo Park Lake. Dishes come both 
healthful and hearty, including a 
speck and comté grilled cheese on 
rustic toast, braised beef cheek 
and roasted bone marrow rösti at 
dinner, or buckwheat and semolina 
pancakes at brunch. Beer, wine and 
cocktails are available.

LOS FELiZ

Alcove
1929 Hillhurst Ave. 
(323) 644-0100, alcovecafe.com

Alcove shares a space inside two 
charming converted bungalows 

with Big Bar, whose knowledgeable 
bartenders whip up some of 
the best craft cocktails in town. 
American eats are served in sizable 
portions for breakfast, brunch, 
lunch and dinner, and each is best 
enjoyed on Alcove’s spacious patio.

Little Dom’s
2128 Hillhurst Ave. 
(323) 661-0055, littledoms.com

This neighborhood Italian-
American eatery is open for all 
three meals of the day, though 
you’ll find it most packed with 
diners in the early evening. They 
have pizza, pasta and other filling 
mains, and you can never go 

RESTAURANT GUIDE
SPECiAL SECTiON
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What happens when 
you celebrate love? 
Love grows!

Stop by our newly 
remodeled store and 
get ready to cherish 
your near and dear on 
Valentine’s Day. 

Choose a delightful 
dinner for two from 
Gelson’s Service Deli, 
known for its restaurant-
quality offerings. Or 
browse our store aisles 
to fi nd the freshest, most 
fl avorful ingredients for 
a truly memorable dinner 
you cook at home.

You’ll fi nd gourmet food, 
hand-dipped chocolate 
strawberries, wine, 
fl owers, gift cards, gift 
baskets, and more.

Remember to check 
out our fabulous wine 
bar and try our 
delectable menu.

Scope out your local 
Gelson’s. What’s not 
to love?!

Love tastes better here! 

your entire order 
of $25 or more*

VALENTINE’S SAVINGS

*Offer valid at Gelson’s Silver Lake only. Excludes 
pharmacy, dairy, tobacco, bakery, alcohol, 
gift cards, and postage stamps. Limit one 
coupon per customer per day. No cash back. 
No reproductions accepted; coupon must be 
surrendered when tendered.

Expires: 2/28/2017 PLU #8995

$5 off

www.gelsons.com

Our way of saying “Happy Valentine’s Day!!

Valentine's Day
Celebrate

Flowers speak a thousand words. Let 
Gelson’s help you express yourself! Our 
stunning, custom-made arrangements and 
hand-tied bouquets boast fresh and vibrant 
fl owers. Order now online at gelsons.com. 

We deliver!

Silver Lake/Los Feliz
2725 Hyperion Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90027
(323) 660-0387

wrong with the rice balls to start. 
On Mondays, you can get a three-
course meal for $18. They have a 
full bar with beer, wine and craft 
cocktails. 

The Dresden Restaurant 
1760 N Vermont Ave.
(323) 665-3294, thedresden.com

The Dresden has been around since 
1954, serving steakhouse staples, 
wine and cocktails. Live music occurs 
every night of the week, with beloved 
lounge act Marty and Elayne lighting 
up the dining room every Tuesday 
through Saturday night.

Figaro Bistrot
1802 N. Vermont Ave.
(323) 662-1587, figarobistrot.com

A charming French bistro 
offering buttered escargot, beef 
bourguignon, mussels and other 
classic fare at reasonable prices. 
A bakery case is flush with breads, 
pastries and tarts, and they have a 
full bar. Sidewalk seating is available. 

Fred 62
1850 N Vermont Ave.
(323) 667-0062, fred62.com

This friendly 24-hour diner serves 
fresh, casual cuisine suitable 
for every meal of the day—plus 
dessert—with plenty of vegan, 
vegetarian and gluten-free options. 
They’ve also got outdoor seating, 
where dog friends are welcome. 
Beer and wine are available.

HomeState
4624 Hollywood Blvd.
(323) 906-1122
myhomestate.com
HomeState is where a Californian 
can get Texas-style breakfast tacos, 

migas, loaded queso, or a Frito pie. 
They’re open every day from 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., and though there’s often 
a line, you can order online. 

Messhall Kitchen 
4500 Los Feliz Blvd.
(323) 660-6377
messhallkitchen.com

Messhall is a casual gastropub with 
a summer camp theme and a patio 
serving breakfast, lunch and dinner. 
Eats include southern and American 
comforts plus an oyster bar. A 
thriving cocktail program rounds out 
an unfussy date night spot. 

Rockwell Table & Stage
1714 N Vermont Ave.
(323) 669-1550, rockwell-la.com

Perfect for a dinner and a show, 
Rockwell features filling plates, 
including burgers, flatbreads and 
shareable apps, plus a full bar. 
The draw here is the diverting 
run of unique entertainment that 
ranges from light-hearted musical 
parodies to jazz with Jeff Goldblum 
and the Mildred Snitzer Orchestra. 
Open for brunch, lunch and dinner. 

SiLVER LAKE

Barbrix 
2442 Hyperion Ave.
(323) 662-2442, www.barbrix.com

Barbrix offers Mediterranean 
small plates, including charcuterie 
and vegetables, paired with a 
sophisticated wine list. Patio 
seating is available, which is 
perfect for their weekend brunch. 
Find a daily happy hour at the bar 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., offering 
half-off wine and beer, plus $1 
oysters on Mondays. 

Bowery Bungalow 
4156 Santa Monica Blvd. 
(323) 663-1500  
bowerybungalow.com

Inside a quaint bungalow with 
robin’s egg blue booths and a 
subway-tile-and-brick bar, you can 
score North African, Mediterranean 
and Middle-Eastern cuisine of 
the modern variety, including 
beef tongue Shawarma gnocchi, 
Istanbul-style lamb and baby back 
ribs rubbed with Middle Eastern 
spices and Turkish coffee. Open for 
dinner throughout the week and 
brunch on Saturdays and Sundays. 
Closed Mondays. 

Cliff’s Edge
3626 Sunset Blvd.
(323) 666-6116
www.cliffsedgecafe.com

There’s no better place to enjoy 
Los Angeles’ perpetually pleasant 
weather than Cliff’s Edge’s 
beautiful patio. Rustic California 
cuisine can be paired with a unique 
wine from their substantial list, or 
one of their craft cocktails. Brunch 
is served on Saturdays and Sundays 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Forage
3823 Sunset Blvd.
(323) 663-6885, foragela.com

Fresh seasonal produce is the 
hallmark of this counter-service 
lunch and dinner spot. Sandwiches, 
salads, bowls, reasonably priced 
proteins and vegetarian-friendly 
sides make for a nutritious, 
uncomplicated menu, and there are 
always several tempting desserts in 
the pastry case. No alcohol. Closed 
Sundays and Mondays. 

Hache LA
3319 Sunset Blvd.
(323) 928-2963, www.hachela.com

Simple, laid-back Hache LA offers 
French-style ground steak burgers 
served on a soft bun, connected at 
one end to help prevent the toppings 
from making a mess of your hands. 
All burgers are under $8, and the 
compact menu also offers fries, 
frozen custard, lemonade, beer and 
wine. Order at the counter, then dine 
on the airy patio.  

Kettle Black
3705 Sunset Blvd. 
(323) 641-3705, kettleblackla.com

This casual Italian restaurant 
offers an elegant space where you 
can order wood-fired pizzas and 
vibrant pastas, as well as a variety 
of grilled and roasted vegetable 
dishes. Craft cocktails and wine 
are available, and the house-
made vermouth is a delightful 
after-dinner treat. During happy 
hour—daily from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.—a 
margherita pizza and a glass of 
wine or beer is $15. 

Pine & Crane
1521 Griffith Park Blvd
(323) 668-1128
www.pineandcrane.com

Pine & Crane is a sun-drenched 
cafe that serves modern Taiwanese 
and Chinese cuisine with produce 
sourced straight from Chef Vivian 
Ku’s family farm. Expect, then, 
seasonal flare to noodle and rice 
dishes, and it’s impossible to 
go wrong with their beef roll or 
layered pork pancake as a starter. 
They serve beer, wine and tea (loose 
leaf, iced and boba). 

Night + Market Song
3322 Sunset Blvd.
(323) 665-5899
www.nightmarketsong.com

At the little sister of West 
Hollywood’s Night + Market, Chef 
Kris Yenbamroong offers Thai street 
food out of a small, yet vibrant and 
vivacious space. Spicy and flavorful 
Khao Soi, curry, larb and other bold 
dishes make up the menu, and don’t 
forget a side of coconut sticky rice. 
They don’t take reservations and 
there’s often a line, so book yourself 
some extra time. Beer, wine and sake 
is available. 

Tlayuda L.A. Restaurant
5450 Santa Monica Blvd.
(213) 261-4667, tlayudala.com

This colorful Oaxacan restaurant 
specializes in tlayuda, which, here, 
is a corn tortilla topped with beans, 
queso, and a combination of meats 
and/or veggies. Of course, there 
are also tacos, burritos and tortas, 
and they also serve breakfast. Start 
your day with a BrewChata, which 
is made from house-made horchata 
and cold brew coffee. 

Trois Familia 
3510 Sunset Blvd
(323) 725-7800
www.troisfamilia.com

They don’t do dinner, but this small, 
French-Mexican strip mall spot does 
breakfast and lunch very well. It’s 
a collaboration among chefs Ludo 
Lefebvre, Jon Shook and Vinny Dotolo 
of Trois Mec, with bites like churro 
French toast; a breakfast burrito 
with ham and truffle salt or bean, 
cheese and garlic brown butter; and 
carrot mole enchiladas. Open daily 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., no alcohol. 
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[REPRESENTATiVE SCHiFF]

Hollywood’s Magic 
Created Behind the 
Scenes
By U.S. Representative Adam Schiff

It’s award season, with the 
Golden Globes in the books 
and the Academy Awards a 
few weeks away. The whole 
world will once again be fo-
cused on the glitz and glamour 
of Hollywood. 

When people in Wash-
ington, D.C. find out I rep-
resent Hollywood, I usually 
receive questions about mov-
ie stars or famous directors or 
musicians. 

But what I always try to 
impress on people who ask 
what it›s like representing my 
district is that my constitu-
ents working in the enter-
tainment industry aren›t all 
well known celebrities—far 
from it. 

They›re also the ones 
working behind the scenes 
to make the magic happen: 
from carpenters and weld-
ers to drivers, visual ef-
fects artists to accountants, 
songwriters or screenwriters 
working two jobs to make 
ends meet.

Los Angeles is the undis-
puted entertainment capital of 
the world. 

In California, the film 
industry alone is responsible 
for 190,000 jobs and is indi-
rectly responsible for tens of 
thousands more through the 
economic activity it supports. 
The industry creates skilled 
jobs that employ people of all 
education levels and socioeco-

nomic backgrounds.
At a time when there›s 

great concern about outsourc-
ing overseas or automation, 
the entertainment industry re-
mains a strong employer here 
in the United States.  

Entertainment is one of 
our biggest exports—over 
$13 billion worth in 2015 
and growing quickly. Coun-
tries all around the world 
clamor for our latest releases. 
And that reach helps extend 
our «soft power» and influ-
ence all around the world by 
spreading American culture, 
attracting tourists to visit 
the United States and much 
more. 

While the entertain-
ment industry has always 
maintained a strong pres-
ence, for years we’ve suf-
fered from productions leav-
ing the state or country to 
jurisdictions with aggressive 
tax benefits. 

I was an early proponent 
of the successful push to ex-
pand the California Film Tax 
Credit to keep production in 
Los Angeles instead of states 
with much more generous tax 
benefits.

 Expanding the tax credit 
worked. The number of TV 
productions in California 
grew by almost 20% in the 
first year the expanded credit 
went into effect. That’s great 

[SiLVER LAKE NEiGHBORHOOD COUNCiL]

New Year Brings New Activities
By Anne-Marie Johnson, Co-Chair

The Silver 
Lake neigh-
b o r h o o d 
C o u n c i l 
(SLNC) is ex-
cited about 
new activities 

on the calendar.  
On Thursday, January 

26th, the SLNC will hold co-
chair elections for its Friends 
of Animals and Youth, Edu-
cation and Families advisory 
committees. 

If you’d like to get more 
involved with your communi-
ty, running for a co-chair seat 
is a great beginning. The meet-
ing will be held at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Laguna Apartments Com-
munity Room, 4201 Sunset 
Blvd.

In January, the SLNC Gov-
erning Board voted to provide 
funding for the Griffith Park 
Community Adult Center’s 

Spring 2017 Fair and the AT 
Center Saturday Matinee pro-
gram, which serves the LGBT 
community, veterans and home-
less dealing with addiction.

We also approved up to 
$2,500 for the creation and 
installation of Lending Librar-
ies—receptacles where people 
can exchange books.

We are also excited to an-
nounce the next CERT (Com-
munity Emergency Response 
Training) series that will take 
place at Ivanhoe Elementary 
School this spring. 

I’d also like to congratu-
late SLNC Urban Design 
and Preservation Committee 
Co-Chair and At-Large Rep-
resentative Scott Scott Plante 
on his election to the SLNC 
Co-Chairman seat. 

For further information, 
visit www.silverlakenc.org 

see SCHIFF page 7
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3178 Glendale Boulevard,  L os Angeles, CA 90039   

323.906.0088    www.pilatesmetro.com

Fall In Love With Our New Pilates Metro App!

Go to your app store and search 
Pilates Metro or scan the QR code.

AMERICA’S LEADING NATIVE AMERICAN  
THEATRE COMPANY PRESENTS

AUTRY MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN WEST
4700 Western Heritage Way 
Los Angeles, CA 90027
TheAutry.org/NativeVoices | @NativeVoices

In this romantic dramedy, two Native American law students 
juggle career and personal ambitions as they fight for 
communities besieged by man-made climate change.

NATIVE VOICES IS SPONSORED BY ACTOR’S EQUITY FOUNDATION, DEPARTMENT OF 
CULTURAL AFFAIRS (CITY OF LOS ANGELES), EDISON INTERNATIONAL, HBH FUND, LOS 
ANGELES COUNTY ARTS COMMISSION, NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS, THE 
NISSAN FOUNDATION, SAN MANUEL BAND OF MISSION INDIANS, SOCAL GAS, SONY 
PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT, THE WALT DISNEY COMPANY, AND WELLS FARGO. | MEDIA 
SPONSOR FNX | FIRST NATIONS EXPERIENCE

March 10–26 
Written by Mary Kathryn Nagle (Cherokee)

Directed by Jon Lawrence Rivera

New Leadership for the 43rd District
By California State Assemblymember Laura Friedman

Here we are. 
It is the begin-
ning of a new 
year and the 

start of the 2017-18 Legislative 
session. I want to formally in-
troduce our team and myself 
as well as give you a few up-
dates on my progress as your 
new Assemblymember. Thank 
you so much for allowing me 
this great opportunity to serve 
as your representative. 

Since taking the oath of 
office at the beginning of De-
cember, I have set up both my 
capitol and district offices and 
am ready to represent you at 
the state level. I have pulled 
together a strong team in Sac-
ramento and here at home that 
is ready to turn our ideas into 
action.

At the district level, I have 
built a team that reflects the 
diversity of our community 
with a focus on outreach so 
that every neighborhood has 
a voice. 

I want you to know that 
it will be through your voice 
and your ideas that our poli-
cies will be shaped, and for 
that reason we have assembled 
a district team ready to work 

with you. 
My goals remain the 

same. I want every resident of 
the 43rd Assembly District to 
have access to excellent public 
schools, quality health care, 
safe and reliable housing, 
transportation and sustainable 
economic growth.  

There is no shortage of 
challenges facing our district 
and our state. We have critical 
services that still haven›t re-
covered from the Great Reces-
sion. Our economy and jobs 
depend on a reliable public 
transportation infrastructure 
and yet it remains underfund-
ed and underdeveloped. Fami-
lies across the region are still 
struggling with a lack of af-
fordable housing and half of 
our state, our half, remains 
in an epic drought even after 
January’s heavy rains.

Recently, Gov. Jerry 
Brown released his budget 
proposal. True to form, he’s 
cautious about declining rev-
enues and any expansion of 
state programs. I agree that 
we are stewards of California’s 
resources and that our goal 
should be to avoid the boom 
and bust cycles that have led to 

devastating cuts to the safety 
net services that thousands 
rely upon.  

However, I also firmly be-
lieve that we have to acknowl-
edge successful programs, 
especially those that help fam-
ilies build a better tomorrow. 

Our support of higher 
education and particularly 
the landmark “Middle Class 
Scholarship program” has 
opened the door to opportu-
nity for thousands of students 
and their families. We’re lucky 
to have some of the leading 
universities and colleges here 
in California, but let’s face it, 
affordability is a problem. If we 
can help students earn the de-
gree they need for a promising 
career, and do it without piling 
debt upon them, it doesn’t just 
benefit that student, it boosts 
our overall economy.

Whether it’s balancing the 
state budget or considering 
the hundreds of bills that will 
come before the Legislature, 
complex challenges require 
thoughtful solutions. 

I›m ready to get to work in 
Sacramento on all of the issues 
you care about. 

As Californians, we›ve long 

been the pioneers and have led 
the nation in innovation. We›ve 
weathered adversity and grown 
only stronger. It›s time again 
for us to show the nation and 
the world all of the good that 
comes out of embracing our 
diversity of identities, perspec-
tives and ideas. 

 We have only a few more 
weeks to propose new legisla-
tion for this session. If you 
have any ideas or concerns 
that you would like to see ad-
dressed by the legislature we 
welcome you to share them 
with us. 

If we work together we have 
the best chance at the brightest 
future, and only together can we 
stand strong against the chal-
lenges we face now and down 
the road. I›m ready to work with 
you to protect the California 
Dream for all. 

You can reach us at our 
website to share your ideas, 
thoughts, or concerns at: 
https://a43.asmdc.org/

SCHIFF from page 6

for our local economy. 
I›ve also always priori-

tized combatting the theft of 
creative works through online 
piracy. 

There›s no silver bullet so-
lution, but we›ve made strides 
in recent years to cut off prof-
its from websites that traffic 
illegally pirated movies, films, 
and music created by people in 
our community. 

Working with advertis-
ers, payment processors, 
search engines and more, 
we will continue to make 
progress.

So while my colleagues in 
Congress are watching the Os-
cars, I›ll do my best to remind 
them that the lifeblood of the 
movie industry isn’t the people 
you see onscreen. 

It’s the thousands of men 
and women doing the hard 
work behind the scenes every 
day. I›m proud to represent 
them.



Los Feliz Ledger

Page 8 www.losfelizledger.com February 2017POLITICS

Make Your Back to School Exam TODAY!

Dr. Michel N. Kahwaji
Dr. Roxana De la Rosa

•	 Comprehensive	Eye	Exams
•	 Treatment	of	Eye	Disease
•	 Vintage	&	Designer	Eyewear
•	 Contact	Lenses
•	 Free	Lasik	Consultation
•	 Retinal	Photography	for	Diabetic	
	 &	Hypertension	Patients

We	accept	VSP,	Medi-Cal,	Medicare	&	most	other	insurance

(323) 664-1996
2771	Rowena	Ave.	(corner	of	Glendale	Blvd.)

Los	Angeles,	CA		90039
www.silverlakeoptometry.com

SILVERLAKE Optometry

WORRIED?
STRESSED?

DEPRESSED?
There are answers in this book.

BUY AND READ

DIANETiCS
T H E  M O D E R N  S C I E N C E  O F

 M E N T A L  H E A L T H

MAY YOU NEVER BE THE SAME AGAIN

THE #1 BEST SELLING BOOK ON THE HUMAN MIND

BY L. RON HUBBARD

PRICE: $25
4810 W. Sunset Blvd., LA CA 90027

Open daily: 9am - 10pm
www.scientology-losangeles.org/books

much money as we want to 
make,’” said Zide.

Finally, Zide wants to en-
sure data—including popu-
lation, income and vacancy 
rates—used to determine de-
velopment decisions is accu-
rate and based on the specific 
location of a given project.

For example, Zide said, 
as the median income in Hol-
lywood and in some areas of 
CD13 is lower than the me-
dian income of other parts of 
Los Angeles, that gap needs to 
be reflected in the prices set for 
affordable housing.

“So the question is what 
does [the rate] reflect?” said 
Zide. “Is it truly affordable,” 
for constituents of the district? 
“If we’re losing [rent stabilized] 
units, are we getting units that 
are a fair replacement?”

Candidate Sylvie Shain, 
a tenant’s rights activist who 
entered the race after fight-
ing to stop Ellis Act evictions 
at the Cherokee Apartments 
in Hollywood and who faced 
an Ellis Act eviction as a resi-
dent of the area’s Villa Car-
lotta, is widely respected by 
her fellow challengers as a 
seasoned advocate for afford-
able housing.

Shain said that O’Farrell 
has failed to make tangible 
progress addressing the dis-
trict’s affordable housing crisis 
since he took office. 

Instead, Shain said, 
O’Farrell and City Hall have 
focused on delivering rhetori-
cal victories that offer little 
real relief to district residents. 

“It’s like everybody’s starv-
ing so they throw a few bread-
crumbs of affordable units so 
that the local leadership can 
feel good and can hop on the 
PR train,” Shain said. 

According to Shain, a 
large majority of projects in 
the district are destroying af-
fordable units, rather than 
creating them. She criticizes 
O’Farrell and other city offi-
cials for what she calls a “hi-
jacking” of the term “afford-
able housing.”

New development proj-
ects, she said, are touted as vic-
tories for low-income renters 
because they include a hand-
ful of affordable units. 

But, she said, they often 
result in a loss of affordable 
units because the projects re-

quire the conversion or demo-
lition of more existing afford-
able units than they replace. 

“There isn’t an effort to 
really get serious about this, 
to have a number of different 
options, to look at each project 
on a singular basis to really de-

termine if we are giving more 
[affordable units] than [we are] 
taking away,” she said.

Challenger Jessica Salans 
said O’Farrell has not made 
affordable housing a priority. 

“I think what we are fac-
ing is an incumbent who has 

proposed incredibly weak leg-
islation across the board,” she 
said. 

Salans said she intends to 
fight high rents and overde-
velopment to ensure that even 
the district’s most disadvan-

HOUSING from page 3
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Griffith Traffic Plan Progresses 
Amid Objections 
By Erin Hickey and Andrew Davis
Ledger Contributing Writers

The Griffith Park Obser-
vatory Circulation and Parking 
Enhancement Plan—intended 
to ease traffic and parking is-
sues on the east side of the 
park, near the observatory, will 
finally be implemented March 
21st, according to park Super-
intendent Joe Salaices. 

Some of the plan’s ele-
ments include paid parking 
and other changes near the 
observatory, such as convert-
ing some streets to one-way 
and increasing bus service to 
and from the park. 

The plan was initially ap-
proved last September by an 
advisory board of the Recre-
ation and Parks Dept., but was 
stalled after some Beachwood 
Canyon and Lake Hollywood 
homeowners filed an appeal 
to Los Angeles City Council, 
saying the plan’s impact on 
their neighborhoods was not 
taken into consideration. 

According to some of those 
residents, changes made in one 
part of the park have a rippling 
effect—those who don’t want 
to pay to park near the observa-
tory, for example, may choose 
to park for free elsewhere—in-
creasing Hollywood sign tour-
ism in their already overbur-
dened neighborhood. 

“When you decrease the 
parking on the east side of the 
park by 43% and install park-
ing meters, do you think the 
public, with access to the in-
ternet and the way things are, 
are not going to go to an area 
where parking is free, where 
there are no meters, and where 
there is a better view of the 
[Hollywood] sign?” said ap-
pellant Crosby Doe, with the 
Committee to Save the Holly-
woodland Specific Plan.

But Don Ward of the 
group Keep Griffith Wild said 
he believes that by improving 
public transit, the traffic plan 
will help both sides. 

According to Ward, be-
cause tourists currently need 
to rent a car to get close to the 
Hollywood sign, they rely on 
GPS and wayfinding apps, 
which often direct them to 
Beachwood to view the sign, 
instead of the viewpoint near 
the observatory. 

“If you give them a path 
by public transit,” said Ward, 
“They’re going to take the 
public transit instead.” 

Ultimately, city council’s 
Arts, Parks and River Com-
mittee voted to reject the ap-
peal.

But Councilmember Da-
vid Ryu, whose district in-
cludes both Beachwood and 
Griffith Park, called the plan a 
“first step,” and said his office 
would continue to seek solu-
tions to Beachwood’s tourism 
problem.

“This is about the quality 
of life for residents…and visi-
tors to the park,” he said at a 
hearing on the issue in Janu-
ary. “This is a small piece of a 
much larger strategy. 

Also in January, Ryu in-
troduced a motion asking city 
officials to investigate ways to 
mitigate the impact of tourism 
on Los Angeles’s residents, in-
cluding the creation of visitors 
centers throughout the city 
(for more on this, see our story 
online at losfelizledger.com). 

Beachwood’s Doe said 
that while he felt the com-
mittee ruled unfairly, without 
fully considering the impacts 
the plan would have on sur-
rounding areas, the only way 
around the decision would be 
to sue the city.

But, said Doe, “We are 
not intending at this time to 
seek a legal solution. Hope-
fully…diplomatic opportuni-
ties—with the council and 
with the city of Los Angeles—
will open themselves to resolve 
the situation that we have.”

“We can’t let the market decide what is 
a basic human right. Everybody deserves 

a home over their head, something 
sustainable and livable that people can be 
safe in.” — CD13 Candidate Jessica Salans
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for misdemeanor trespassing, 
and released. According to 
spokesperson Frank Mateljan, 
the Los Angeles City Attorney 
is still deciding whether to for-
mally charge Fernandez.

To many across the world, 
the incident appeared to be a 
harmless prank. 

However, Los Angeles 
City Councilmember David 
Ryu, whose district encom-
passes both the sign and its 
surrounding neighborhoods, 
said he viewed it as a serious 
incident and is advocating for 
Fernandez to be prosecuted. 

“Pranks of this nature de-
plete the resources of our valu-
able public safety personnel, in 
both responding to the prank 
and in responding to the in-
creased crowds and copycat at-
tempts that these incidents gen-
erate,” Ryu said in a statement. 

Uncertainty over security 
surrounding the sign is a hot 
button issue in Ryu’s district, 
where crowds of sign seeking 
tourists have created, in recent 
years, public safety concerns 
for many of the residents liv-
ing in the sign’s shadow. 

Further, some fear that 
their neighborhoods could be-
come the target of a terrorist 
attack because of their prox-
imity to both the Hollywood 
Sign and the communication 
tower, used by city and county 
agencies to talk to one another 
in the case of a major disaster.  

“They were lucky on New 
Years Eve, that all the person 
did up there was change the 
sign and not blow it up,” said 
Sarajane Schwarz, a 40-year 
resident of Beachwood Canyon. 
“It was a major security breach 
that has huge implications.”

Other Beachwood Resi-
dents, however, enjoyed the 
prank.

“I just thought [it] was 
fabulous and laughed. A lot 
of people in the neighborhood 
just though it was great,” said 
another long-time resident 
who asked to remain anony-
mous. “We have to laugh 

at ourselves and enjoy these 
things. Nobody was hurt.”

Still, the LAPD appears to 
be taking the prank seriously.

“In my opinion, the sign 
as well as the towers are criti-
cal infrastructure,” said Man-
ny Sanchez, a LAPD senior 
lead officer in Hollywood.

The Hollywood Sign 
Trust, a private organization 
responsible for maintain-
ing the sign and purchasing 
its surveillance systems, also 
views the prank as a serious 
incident. 

“That morning, the 
neighborhoods exceeded their 
capacity with ‘lookey loos’ 
trying to take pictures of 
‘HOLLYWEED,’” said Chris 
Baumgart, chair of the organi-
zation’s board of trustees. 

“The people and their 
cars could have prevented an 
emergency vehicle getting to 
one of the residents in [a] time 
of need,” Baumgart said. “In 
that context, what may have 
seemed on the surface as a 
humorous prank was selfishly 
not thought through by the 
‘prankster’ in terms of unin-
tended consequences.”

Since then, the Sign Trust 
has had numerous meeting 
with Council District 4, the 
LAPD and other involved 
organizations about how the 
incident occurred and how to 
prevent something like it from 
happening again in the future. 

Right now, these groups 
are working to determine 
where the weak link occurred 
in the security chain, and are 
considering everything from 
the unusually rainy weather 
on the day of the incident to 
potential software issues with 
the security system and hu-
man error.

While much is still in 
question, the Sign Trust does 
know the on-site cameras were 
working.

“The prankster did not 
evade the surveillance system,” 
Baumgart said, “as there was 
extensive footage of the indi-
vidual.”

The Sign’s high tech sur-
veillance system has cost over 
$700,000 to build since 1993. 

The current generation of 
the system includes numerous 
security cameras monitoring 
the sign, as well as a more lim-
ited number of motion sen-
sors and infrared cameras tar-
geted towards specific areas. 
The feeds from this surveil-
lance system are monitored by 
LAPD officers nearby and in 
downtown Los Angeles.

“After this event, it is clear 
that we will be investing more 
in ‘high tech’ solutions in the 
weeks to come,” Baumgart 
said.

This investment will not 
likely come from public funds. 

While the city does pay 
for LAPD officers to monitor 
the sign’s surveillance cameras 
and can grant money to the 

Sign Trust for specific projects, 
the Hollywood Sign Trust is 
traditionally responsible for 
purchasing the hardware and 
software that makes up the 
sign’s surveillance system. 

The organization is funded 

by the Hollywood Chamber of 
Commerce, which holds the 
lucrative trademark rights to 
the Hollywood Sign’s image 
and receives royalties when the 
sign appears in television shows, 
movies and other media.

HOLLYWEED from page 1

The sign on New Year’s Day. Photo: Andy Chase.
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exemption from zoning to de-
velopers who often give our 
councilmembers campaign 
donations. That’s a troubling 
truth reported repeatedly in 
the Los Angeles Times in recent 
months.

When the city itself 
breaks the land-use rules, 
developers gain—with prof-
its often in the tens of mil-
lions of dollars—by building 
far bigger or taller than local 
zoning allows.

Measure S requires City 
Hall to update the city’s 
20-year-old General Plan and 
various community plans—
crucial blueprints that spell 
out our need for roads, parks, 
housing, safety services and 
infrastructure. 

Measure S requires key 
planning hearings to be held 
in the communities, at night 
and on weekends only, not at 
City Hall during the work-
day when nobody but devel-
opers and their lobbyists can 
attend.

Crucially, Measure S bans 
developers from writing their 
own environmental impact 
reports about the pollution, 
traffic, tree destruction and 
devastation they cause. This 
is a glaring conflict of interest, 
banned in other cities. Yes on 

Measure S assures that inde-
pendent city planners choose 
the experts who write these 
reports. And developers must 
still pay the costs.

Measure S recognizes that 
95% of developers honor our 
zoning laws. So, Measure S 
narrowly targets the 5% who 
seek to ignore the land-use 
rules by creating a two-year 
timeout, or moratorium, only 
on projects sought by these 
rule-breakers. 

During this brief time-
out, Measure S makes the 
City Council pivot back to 
its job—planning ahead for 
L.A. residents, not operating 
a Wild West system in which 
developers and city leaders 
have created a luxury housing 
glut with a huge 12% to 20% 
vacancy rate.

That growing glut, which 
the L.A. Housing Dept. has 
warned about officially, is sim-
ply not right in a city where 
even middle-class people can’t 
find a place to rent. Since 
2000, City Hall has allowed 
the loss of 22,000 irreplace-
able rent-stabilized units.

We all pay the price. 
Traffic has doubled in our 
neighborhoods in a few 
years, yet L.A.’s popula-
tion is growing at just 1.3%. 
Homelessness is skyrocket-

ing and rents are jumping 
monthly, as spot zoning and 
ill thought-out gentrification 
push low-income people to 
the streets.

Developers rarely even 
build the parks they are re-
quired to provide. L.A. is the 
most park-poor of the nation’s 
65 largest cities and develop-
ers are bulldozing thousands 
of mature trees each year that 
take 20 years to regrow. Yet 
even now, the City Council 
has decided that developers 
who build big housing projects 
can put their required parks 
10 miles away.  

Ten miles? That works 
out to putting a park in Ma-
rina del Rey or North Hol-
lywood if a developer is al-
lowed to jam yet another 
luxury tower into gridlocked 
Koreatown or in overcrowd-
ed MacArthur Park.

Measure S encourages af-
fordable housing during the 
short timeout on spot zoning, 
by exempting most 100% af-
fordable housing from the 
moratorium.  This reform 
works hand-in hand with 
Measure HHH, which funds 
homeless housing, but again, 
City Hall has no plan for 
where, how or when. 

As the L.A. Times reports, 
City Hall’s HHH strategy will 

actually take years “before the 
first units of housing are ready 
for occupancy.” Years for City 
Hall to complete this housing, 
amidst a severe emergency. 
Measure S encourages HHH 
funding be used quickly and 
legally. 

No elected leader, no mat-
ter how well meaning, can fix 
this unfortunately rigged and 
self-defeating system.

This broken system is 
bigger than any individual 
inside City Hall. In fact, our 
elected leaders have circled 
the wagons to fight the over-
due changes contained in 
Measure S, drawing in doz-
ens of companies, individu-
als, groups and associations 
who rely on City Hall for 
funding, contracts, endorse-
ments or other favors to fight 
this citizen reform.

We the voters are the only 
ones who can bring back sen-
sible governing, humane and 
smart planning. 

Save our neighborhoods 
and please vote Yes on Mea-
sure S on March 7th.  

Jill Stewart is the campaign 
director for the Coalition to 
Preserve L.A., which is behind 
the Measure S ballot measure. 
She formerly was the managing 
editor for the L.A. Weekly. 

YES ON S from page 1 Acapulco Joins 
El Chavo 
With Adios

LOS FELiZ—The Acapulco 
restaurant that sat on Sunset 
Boulevard near Hillhurst Av-
enue for nearly two decades 
shuttered in January, leaving 
the area with a dearth of Mex-
ican food once again.

The 10,180 square-foot 
building is now owned by 
Children’s Hospital Los An-
geles, though “development 
plans for [the] property have 
not been confirmed,” accord-
ing to the hospital’s Senior 
Vice President Gayathri Jith. 

According to multiple me-
dia reports, Acapulco’s parent 
company Real Mex—which 
also owns the El Torito and 
Chevy’s chains, among oth-
ers—has closed more than a 
dozen of its locations over the 
last several months as part of 
a rebranding effort. Real Mex 
did not respond to a request 
for comment.

Acapulco’s neighbor 
across the street, El Chavo, 
ended its nearly 50-year run 
of serving traditional Mexican 
fare in 2015, while the tempo-
rary mezcal and ceviche pop 

see ACAPULCO page 23
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4059 Cromwell Ave | $1,840,000

SOLD

6915 Camrose Drive | $4,250/month

6464 Odin Street | $1,521,000 2720 Hollyridge Drive | $1,249,000

7967 Woodrow Wilson | $2,659,000 5743 Spring Oak | $2,475,000

SHERRI ROGERS 

srogers@RSRrealestate.com 

323.810.1473

bre #01420104 

ANTHONY STELLINI 

astellini@RSRrealestate.com

310.963.4205 

bre #01710680

ELISA RITT

eritt@RSRrealestate.com 

310.308.4287

bre #01410040 www.RSRrealestate.com

SOLDLISTED SOLD

SOLD SOLD

[REAL ESTATE]

So Cal Median Price Hits New Highs and Silver Lake Prices on the Rise
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer

Southern California real 
estate sales in December 2016 
were up nearly 5% from No-
vember, but down nearly 3% 
from the same time last year, 
according to data from Core 
Logic, a real estate analysis 
firm out of La Jolla, CA.

“Southern California 
home sales in December 2016 
fell on a year-over-year ba-
sis for the first time since last 
summer, but there’s a caveat,” 
said Andrew LePage, research 
analyst with CoreLogic. “The 
number of deals recorded in 
December 2015 was artificial-
ly high, the result of then-new 
federal mortgage rules that 
caused delays for many trans-
actions that normally would 
have closed the prior month.”

Additionally, according to 
LePage, numbers were affect-
ed by December 2015 having 
one more business day than 

December 2016, as sales are 
not recorded on weekends. 

“Those factors outweighed 
whatever boost December 
2016 sales got from the presi-

dential election,” said LePage, 
despite “an initial surge in 
purchase mortgage applica-
tions as rising mortgage rates 
spurred some on-the-fence 
buyers to jump into the hous-
ing market before rates could 
edge higher.”  

Meanwhile, the median 
price paid for a home in South-
ern California in December 
was $470,000, up just over a 
percent from November, but 
nearly 7% higher than the pre-

vious year.
According to LePage, this 

marked Southern California’s 
highest median price since 
August 2007.

“The region’s median of-
ten peaks in summer, and 
occasionally late in the year,” 
said LePage. “Last month’s 
uptick in the median sale 
price reflects the same forces 
that have driven prices higher 
for several years, including a 
strengthening economy and a 
tight inventory. But the De-
cember 2016 median also got 
a boost from a shift toward 
a higher share of sales occur-
ring in the higher price ranges. 

December 2016 sales of newly 
built homes, which have a 
higher median sale price than 
resale homes, represented 
nearly 12 percent of all activ-

ity—the highest level in more 
than eight years.” 

Locally, there were 72 sin-
gle-family homes and 15 con-
dos sold in our coverage area 
this December, according to 
Core Logic. 

The Hollywood Hills 
proved hugely popular, with 
24 homes sold in the 90068 
zip code. The median price for 
the area went up just over 9% 
from the same time last year to 
$1.47 million. 

Five condos sold in the 
same area for a median price 
of $535,000, also up about 9% 
from December 2015.

Meanwhile, 19 homes sold 
in Los Feliz’s 90027 zip code, 
at a median price of $1.73 mil-
lion, up nearly 20% from De-
cember of last year.

December condo prices in 
90027 were up nearly 20% as 
well, with three sold at a me-
dian price of $675,000.

Echo Park saw 18 single-
family home sales in Decem-
ber, but the 90026 zip code 
saw a decline of about 14% in 
median price to $818,000.

Silver Lake and Atwater 
Village’s 90039 had 11 home 
sales in December, with me-
dian price for the area up over 
a quarter to $1.02 million. 
Condo prices were up as well, 
nearly 30% from the previous 
year to a median of $904,000.

The median price paid for a home in Southern California in 
December was $470,000, up just over a percent from November, 

but nearly 7% higher than the previous year.



Silver Lake Call for Details

COMING SOON

Glassell Park Call for Details

COMING SOON

1890 Los Encinos Ave $705,000

JUST SOLD

1726 Maltman Ave $1,479,500

JUST SOLD

Echo Park Call for Details

COMING SOON

Echo Park Call for Details

NEW LISTING

3723-3725 Edenhurst Ave $802,500

JUST SOLD

Highland Park Call for Details

COMING SOON

5102 San Rafael Ave $829,000

4248 Gateway Ave $960,000

JUST SOLD
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compass.com 626.205.4040  compass compassinc  compass

Courtney Smith
CalBRE #0140676

Kurt Wisner
CalBRE #01431217

323.667.0700
courtneyandkurt.com

3169 Glendale Boulevard - Atwater Village

Join C+K in posting a collective Valentine to 
NELA. We supply the paper heart, pen, and 
display window in Atwater Village—you supply 
the heartfelt sentiment to your community. 
Unleash your inner poet and share the love. 
February 1-14.

NEW LISTING

COMING SOON
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Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s 
International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associated and are not employees of 

Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.  Boni Bryant CalBRE 01245334. Joe Reichling CalBRE 01427385.

NEW LISTING
5516 Green Oak Dr. |  $3,389,000

www.GreenOakResidence.com

S O P H I S T I C AT E D  R E P R E S E N TAT I O N
For the Most Knowledgeable Home Sellers

BONI BRYANT & JOE REICHLING
Sotheby’s International Realty   |   323-671-2385   |   BryantReichling.com

Bryant Reichling Green Oak Ledger ad 10x8 version2.indd   1 1/18/17   11:13 AM

[HOUSE & HOLMES]

Wi-Fi iD-ioT
By Rob Loos, Ledger Columnist

Today tech-
nology and 
home im-

provement go hand in hand. 
I can’t wait for my “smart 
house” to go online, but un-
til that happens I am stuck 
surviving in a world where 
robots do not fix me break-
fast, digital assistants seldom 
get the right answer, and the 
battery-life of every new de-
vice runs out quicker than the 
previous one.

I have an issue with my 
IoT—Internet of Things. So 
many new devices depend on 
a solid, strong wireless Inter-
net signal to work correctly. 
Which, needles to say, our old 
house refuses to allow.

To say that Wi-Fi is a 
challenge in a hundred year 
old home is like saying that 
closet space is an issue—it’s a 
wild understatement. There is 
never enough of either one.

Considering our house 
was built before commercial 
radio became a popular fea-
ture in homes, this shouldn’t 
come as a big surprise, but it is 
a real problem.

 To try to achieve some 
semblance of wireless service, 

we switched to a new provider. 
They encouraged us to “bun-
dle” our phone, TV and inter-
net services.

The deal was good, the in-
stallation was fine, but the Wi-
Fi remained a problem. Every-
thing worked when I was near 
the “router,” a mysterious rect-
angular black box with flash-
ing green lights located in my 
home office, but in our living 
room—a mere 25 feet away—
the reception was so unreliable 
that I couldn’t even stream the 
latest episode of Silicon Valley 
on HBO GO.

I tried the known comput-
er tricks—rebooting my com-
puter, rebooting the router, 
rebooting my subscription to 
Scientific American, but noth-
ing worked.  Then I came 
up with a foolproof plan. I 
hardwired the Internet from 
the router into my desktop 
computer using an Ethernet 
cable.

My internet speed was 
flying and I was exceedingly 
proud of solving the issue on 
my own—until I realized that 
I still needed Wi-Fi reception 
on my smartphone, tablet, lap-
top, and my wife and daugh-

ter’s various devices and com-
puters.

I couldn’t attach an Eth-
ernet cable to every device. 
What to do?

Totally stumped, I did 
what I always do. I called my 
super-contractor friend Dave. 
I reached him on his cell 
phone, as he was finishing up 
plans for a guesthouse in the 
Palisades and explained my 
situation.

 “And why do you think I 
have an answer to an Internet 
problem?” said Dave.

“If anyone knows how to 
get a Wi-Fi signal though an 
old house made of wood, plas-
ter, and lathe it’s you, Dave.” 

He laughed.
“Have you tried a wire-

less booster?” Dave asked. “It 
takes your signal and makes it 
stronger.” 

Sure enough Dave was 
right. I jumped online and 
found numerous “booster” op-
tions.

I now have a healthy wire-
less signal all through the 
house. All of which once again 
goes to prove, “If I can’t fig-
ure it out—and I know that I 
can’t—my friend Dave can.”

Running for the Environment
By Meher McArthur

Since the presidential elec-
tion, environmentalists have 
experienced emotions ranging 
from panic to despair to anger, 
coupled with a desperate need 
to do something.

Many are wondering how 
to prevent the reversal of the 
country’s progress in energy 
efficiency, clean air and water 
and much more.

One of my eco-friends, 
Tenaya Wallace, is so fired up 
after the election that she has 
chosen not simply to donate 
money to environmental cam-
paigns and phone government 
representatives, but to run for 
Congress herself.

She is competing this year 
to replace Xavier Becerra of 
Los Angeles’s 34th district in 
a special election.

Armed with the mantra, 
“Engage,” Wallace has a varied 
platform. However, her great-
est passion is the protection of 
the environment and the pro-
motion of a green economy.

With a Masters in Public 
Policy from UCLA, experi-
ence helping to design the 
City of Santa Monica’s busi-
ness greening program and 
working for both non-profit 
and for-profit organizations, 

Wallace understands that true 
sustainable business practices 
don’t just benefit the planet, 
but also corporations and so-
ciety as a whole.

“If companies know that 
they need to cut down waste,” 
she explained, “they will find 
creative ways to do this, which 
helps their bottom line, too. 
This country could become a 
leader in green jobs if we make 
it a priority.” 

Currently working as an 
engagement strategist, Wallace 
deeply believes in the power of 
the individual to enact change 
and progress—even at a local 
level.

“Social change only hap-
pens when there is a commit-
ted vocal constituency,” Wal-
lace said. “Politicians don’t 
create movements, people do. 
So engage!

Tanaya Wallace, a candidate for the 
34th district congressional election, 
has a passion for environmental is-
sues. Photo by Irene Rubaum-Keller



They say you are known by the company you keep. 
Some of the area’s most successful luxury real estate agents keep company with us.

Congratulations to the Los Feliz agents of Sotheby’s International Realty 
for garnering the highest total sales volume in 2016 for the

Hollywood Hills East, Los Feliz and Silver Lake-Echo Park Communities.

4 0 %  H I G H E R 
T H A N  T H E  C L O S E S T  C O M P E T I T O R

*Data per MarketQuest for the dates ranging from 1.1.16-12.31.16 for Single Family Homes, Condos, and Townhomes for the areas of Hollywood 
Hills East, Los Feliz, Silver Lake - Echo Park. Real Estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales 
associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty. Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are 
registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair 
Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Office is Independently Owned And Operated.

S OTH E BY S HOME S . C OM / S O CA L
featured photo: 2637 creston drive, los angeles, ca | listed by: rob kallick | 323.775.6305 | web id: 0286874  
los feliz brokerage | 1801 north hillhurst avenue, los angeles, ca 90027 | 323.665.1700



LOS FELIZ BROKERAGE |  1801 NORTH HILLHURST AVENUE, LOS ANGELES, CA 90027 |  323.665.1700
MARC GIROUX, SENIOR V.P. |  BROKERAGE MANAGER

Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. Operated 
by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associates 
and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.

LANDMARK CELEBRITY MASTERPIECE  
LOS FELIZ | New Offering | Bela Lugosi Westshire Manor
Price Upon Request
Luxury & character meets Hollywood history. Architect Frank W. Green. One of a kind. 
Konstantine Valissarakos 323.252.9451

5510 RED OAK DRIVE 
LOS FELIZ
Offered at $3,200,000
4bd/4ba Spanish by Steve Mizuki. Views. 
Rosemary Low 323.660.5885

2637 CRESTON DRIVE  
HOLLYWOOD HILL EAST | New Listing
Offered at $1,395,000
2-story mid-century post & beam. Views.  
Rob Kallick 323.775.6305

1950 N WILTON PLACE  
LOS FELIZ | New Listing
Offered at $8,995/month
Restored Craftsman c.1908, 3bd/3ba, pool.  
Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

2031 NORTH OXFORD AVENUE  
LOS FELIZ
Price Upon Request
The Kilner House, by Carleton M. Winslow. 
Jacqueline T. | Lynn S. 323.697.3040

WALLACE NEFF VILLA  
LOS FELIZ | SOLD
Listed at $3,997,000
5bd/6ba Masterpiece restored. Views.  
Konstantine V. | Rick Y. 323.270.1725

112 -114 DETROIT  
HANCOCK PARK | New Listing
Offered at $1,800,000
Spanish Duplex. 2 units, 3bd/2ba + den.  
Jeffrey Young 213.819.9630

1737 SILVERWOOD TERRACE  
SILVER LAKE | New Listing
Offered at $895,000
3bd/3.5ba Spanish revival, c.1926, fixer. 
Jeffrey Young 213.819.9630

1825 N EASTERLY DRIVE  
SILVER LAKE | New Listing
Offered at $5,800/month
5bd/2.5ba home, high beamed ceilings.  
Rosemary Low 323.660.5885

5216 LOS ADORNOS WAY  
LOS FELIZ | New Listing
Offered at $2,098,000
3bd/3ba & den/4bd. 1 story contemporary.
Rosemary Low 323.660.5885

3308 HAMILTON WAY  
SILVER LAKE | New Listing
Offered at $1,077,000
Restored Spanish c.1929 3bd/3ba. Plus studio. 
Konstantine V. | Rick Y. 323.270.1725

2718 WESTSHIRE DRIVE  
HOLLYWOOD HILLS | New Listing
Offered at $6,995/month
Beachwood Village Hacienda, 3bd/3ba.  
Konstantine V. | Rick Y. 323.270.1725

2340 NORTH VERMONT  
LOS FELIZ | SOLD
Listed at $4,490,000
Spanish Revival Compound c.1935.  
Jeffrey Young 213.819.9630

2054 DRACENA DRIVE  
LOS FELIZ
Offered at $3,820,000
12 unit bldg. All 1bd/1ba apartments. 
Judy Dionzon 323.394.2330

2223 MICHELTORENA STREET  
SILVER LAKE | New Listing
Offered at $1,695,000
Modern tri-level 3bd/3ba with sunset views  
Rob Kallick 323.775.6305

1949 CUMMINGS DRIVE  
LOS FELIZ | New Listing
Offered at $12,000/month
Laughlin Park 3bd/3.5ba and city views.  
Rosemary Low 323.660.5885

4189 HOLLY KNOLL DRIVE  
LOS FELIZ | New Listing
Offered at $4,995/month
Remodeled 3bd/2ba furnished. City views. 
Manvel Tabakian 323.376.2222 

T H E  A R T  O F  L I V I N G

S O T H E B Y S H O M E S . C O M



Just One Home Left at Sunset Junction

1047 Manzanita St, Silver Lake
3 BED | 2.5 BATH | $1,039,000

Six New Architectural Homes in Los Feliz Village

www.thehampshirelosfeliz.com
3 BED | 3.5 BATH | CALL FOR PRICING

Mid-Century Modern with Views and a Pool

1042 Olancha St, Mt Washington
4 BED | 3 BATH | $1,195,000

Tracy Do
tracy@tracydo.com

323.842.4001
CalBRE #01350025

Best Priced 3-Bedroom Home 

3901 Eagle Rock Bl 17, Glassell Prk
3 BED | 3.5 BATH | $678,000

Tracy Do
-
Leading the way in Eastside 
home sales. Setting the standard. 
I provide exceptional service to 
every client, with a commitment 
to your goals and the resources 
to achieve them.

 
www.tracydo.com

Compass is a licensed real estate broker (01991628) in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only.
Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. To reach the Compass main office call 626.205.4040.
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3-Detached Units in Angelino Heights 

786 E. Kensington Rd, Echo Park
5 BED | 3.5 BATH | $1,050,000

Grand Craftsman with Magnificent Views

2341 Fellowship Pkwy, Echo Park
4 BED | 3 BATH | NOW OFFERED AT $1,574,000

Cal Bungalow with a Detached Studio

4862 Lincoln Ave, Highland Park
2 BED | 1 BATH | $725,000

Remodeled Hillside Home with Views

4191 York Blvd, Glassell Park
2 BED | 1 BATH | $649,000
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LAST 2 ARCHITECTURALLY-DESIGNED SINGLE-FAMILY 

HOMES LOCATED IN HOLLYWOOD HILLS

2.5% Broker Cooperation

Exclusively Represented by Chris Furstenberg

CalBre #01208924

Furnished Model Home

1926 Carmen Avenue, Hollywood Hills

323.422.2244 | panoramahollywood.com

• 3-Story, 3 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths

• Rooftop Terrace with Panoramic Views

• Gated Driveway

• Walkable to shops, cafes, restaurants, 

entertainment and more

• Close to DTLA, WeHo and the Westside

Lot #2

1,912 sq. ft.

$1,099,000

Lot #5

1,891 sq. ft.

$1,079,000

$5,000 BROKER BONUS**$10,000 CLOSING COSTS*

Buyer to receive a $10,000 credit toward closing costs if obtains home loan from Wells Fargo Home 

Mortgage and closes escrow by March 3, 2017.

Referring broker to receive 2.5% commission plus $5,000 if Buyer closes escrow by March 3, 2017. 

Prices and terms subject to change without notice.  Please see sales manager for details.

*

**

Is your farming starting to feel like
Groundhog Day? Call me!

John Chadbourne
(310) 892-3301

Happy Groundhog
& Valentine’s Day!

[EDiTORiAL: AFFORDABLE HOUSiNG]

Why Gen Y or Millennials Will Never Own a Home in Los Angeles
By Richard Stanley

Jessica and Jason are hy-
pothetical Gen Ys or Millen-
nials, born between 1981 and 
2000. Because of Los Ange-
les’s low real estate affordabil-
ity, Jessica and Jason will never 
own a home in Los Angeles. 
Here’s why.

The Los Angeles real es-
tate market is no longer lo-
cal. It’s not even regional. It’s 
global. The recent recession 
brought much pain to many 
Angelenos, but in some areas 
of the city, there was no reces-
sion at all. Housing prices ac-
tually rose through the latest 
recession years. 

Los Angeles enjoys the du-
bious distinction of being #10 
among the world’s most unaf-
fordable cities, along with Hong 
Kong, Vancouver, Sydney, San 
Jose, San Francisco, Melbourne, 
London, San Diego and Auck-
land. The median price home 
in Los Angeles costs eight times 
the median household income. 
How could this happen?

The early 1990s recession 
was like a tide that left all 
boats on shore. Even housing 
prices in bellwether Beverly 
Hills were slashed in half from 
1990 to 1995. 

This widespread drop in 
housing values enabled many 
locals to buy into that era’s tem-
porarily price-depressed inven-
tory in neighborhoods like Los 
Feliz and Hancock Park. The 
silver lining of the 1990s reces-
sion was that this new group 
became homeowners.

The recession of the last 
10 years afforded no such op-
portunity for locals.

Why? Foreign investment, 
mainly from China, artifi-
cially inflated prices in prime 
Westside and San Gabriel Val-
ley markets. 

This massive infusing of 
offshore capital into prime areas 
of Los Angeles had a ripple ef-
fect through adjacent markets, 
which, like a domino, in turn 

affected their adjacent markets. 
Local buyers were priced 

out of neighborhoods they 
once thought affordable. 
Homeowners decided not to 
move unless they absolutely 
had to, thus strangling supply. 

Not even the lowest inter-

est rates in decades could en-
able first-time buyers to quali-
fy for loans on purchase prices 
inflated by fiercely competi-
tive bidding. Lucky first-time 
buyers among the Millennials 
could borrow from the Bank 
of Mom and Dad.

But most priced-out Mil-
lennials are doomed to live in 
apartments with rents that are 
rapidly inflating, despite rent 
control. They are among the 
53% of 4 million Angelenos 
who are tenants.

Developers will not build 
“affordable” rental units vol-
untarily and no amount of 
government enticement will 
ever produce enough new af-
fordable rental units to satisfy 
demand. 

A side effect of Chinese 
real estate investment is Los 
Angeles has one of the low-
est rental vacancy rates in the 
United States. Tenant com-
petition for rentals has forced 
rents ever higher. And because 
Angelenos can’t afford to move 
to locations closer to their jobs, 
traffic is worse than ever.

What to do? 
The sole realistic solution 

to ameliorating housing af-
fordability in Los Angeles is 
to do what other cities in the 

same predicament around the 
world have done: to tax foreign 
investment in local real estate. 

Vancouver, British Co-
lumbia, recently adopted a 
15% tax on such investment. 
As a result, that city’s afford-
ability problem is already eas-

ing. London has had a similar 
law in effect, as well.

But who will pay such a 
tax? Offshore investors will. 
Most of these investors are 
driven by two factors: specula-
tion and visas. 

A look at aerial views 
on Google Earth of zip code 
90077—which includes the 
neighborhoods of Brentwood, 
Bel-Air and Beverly Glen—re-
veals what these offshore inves-
tors are building. The median 

foreign investor in the ultra lux-
ury residential real estate mar-
ket owns a shocking 19 houses. 
They are not building oversized 
“homes” to live in them. 

This local building boom 
enables parking dirty off shore 
money in a safe haven. Los 

Angeles has become a kind of 
Monaco for the world’s rich: a 
sunny place for shady people.

The other reason real es-
tate investors come to the U.S. 
is to acquire green cards by 
investing between $500,000 
and $1 million in the U.S. as 
an “alien entrepreneur.” 

Such a person need not ac-
tually reside in the U.S. to be-
come a “permanent resident.” 
The “entrepreneur’s” spouse 
and unmarried children under 

21 also get green cards as “per-
manent residents.”

Local residential real es-
tate purchases facilitate the 
acquisition of these visas, of 
which the U.S. government is-
sues about 10,000 per year. 

Another ploy favored by 
Chinese investors is to avoid 
payment of transfer taxes by 
hiding the true property owner-
ship and transfers of ownership 
within corporations and trusts. 
State and local tax withhold-
ing is also avoided by claiming 
spouses or student children as 
permanent residents.

In short, foreign specula-
tion in local real estate is the 
root of our housing affordabil-
ity problem.

Until this speculation is 
curtailed, Jessica, Jason and 
their generational peers are 
likely to remain renters in 
their hometown. 

If we Angelenos want to be-
come proactive in tackling this 
problem, we will have to dis-
courage speculation that erodes 
the American dream of owning 
a home of one’s own. All we 
need is popular demand, politi-
cal leadership and will.

Richard Stanley is a real estate 
broker with Coldwell Banker/
Los Feliz. He specializes in 
estate properties. 

The early 1990s recession was like a tide that left all boats on shore. 

Even housing prices in bellwether Beverly Hills were slashed in half 

from 1990 to 1995. This allowed many locals to buy into that era’s ex-

pensive neighborhoods like Hancock Park and Los Feliz. The recession 

of the last 10 years afforded no such opportunity for locals. Why?



BEVERLY HILLS

Libby Shapiro I Brokerage Manager 

p: 310.274.4000 I f : 310.278.9900

421 N Beverly Dr. Suite 200, 90210

BRENTWOOD

Gavin Fleminger I Brokerage Manager 

p: 310.300.3397 I f : 310. 300.2000

11999 San Vicente Blvd. Ste 100, 90049

HOLLYWOOD

Howard Lorey I Brokerage Manager 

p: 323 .462.6262 I f : 323 .462.6264

6525 Sunset Blvd. Suite G2, 90028

2516
KENILWORTH 
AVENUE,*
SILVER LAKE
$2,100,000

4059 
CROMWELL 
AVENUE,
LOS FELIZ
$1,840,000

1932 
TALMADGE 
STREET,*
LOS FELIZ
$1,600,000

3438 
WAVERLY 
DRIVE,**
LOS FELIZ
$1,445,000

Sitting behind private hedges on one of Silver Lake’s 

most coveted streets, this 1940’s traditional charmer 

offers 4 bedrooms + 4 baths, including a master with 

custom-tiled bath, that rounds out the private living 

quarters. Located in Ivanhoe School District.

Classic and elegant, this English country home evokes 

an upscale feeling of bygone days. The gated hideaway 

is sited atop a rolling grassy lawn and private gardens. 

The formal living room, complete with a library and 

fireplace opens to a serene inlaid brick courtyard.

Tucked in a picturesque knoll of Franklin Hills, this 

1930s Traditional exudes period details and captivating, 

remodeled design. Features include oak floors 

throughout, 3-zoned A/C, a home office, flat grassy 

yard, and Franklin Avenue Elementary school district.

French windows and doors provide maximum natural 

light and wide-open floor plan. Beamed ceilings, 

fireplace, quarter-sawn hardwood floors and sconce 

lighting. Situated in Ivanhoe School District close to 

Los Feliz Village and Silver Lake’s neighborhood hub.

Completely reimagined and reinvented, 

this stunning Spanish property offers 5 

sizable bedrooms each with their en-suite 

bathroom, a dining room, a library and an 

office. Just minutes to quirky boutiques, 

restaurants, cafes, and much more.

Stunning 1937 Spanish/Mediterranean on 

street to street lot in fabulous Silver Lake 

location. This private, walled and gated 

beauty is perched above the street with 

views of verdant hills, the Ivanhoe Reservoir, 

Griffith Observatory, and Hollywood sign.

Features of this two-story include: beautiful 

foyer, step-down living room, formal dining 

room, fireplace, hardwood floors, den, 

3 beds, 3 Baths, laundry room, terraced 

private backyard and patio. Located above 

Los Feliz Blvd, overlooking city and ocean.

NOTABLE SALES OF 2016 

NOURMAND &
 ASSOCIATES

2019 N.
ALEXANDRIA,

LOS FELIZ
$2,802,500

2614 W.
LAKE VIEW TER,

SILVERLAKE
$1,910,000

3619 
AMESBURY,

LOS FELIZ
$1,420,000

Three Offices. 
One Respected Name.

www.nourmand.com
 

*Represented Buyer

**Represented Buyer & Seller



5345 BRYNHURST AVE, LOS ANGELES         $540,000

4bedrooms/2baths Craf tsman sty le home. Needs TLC.

Mark Walker                    818.438.3342

339 S CITRUS AVE, HANCOCK PARK           $1,525,000

3+2 Spanish on tree-lined street in Hancock Park adjacent.

Libby Shapiro/Ryan King          310.993.4230

2447 CLAREMONT AVE, LOS FELIZ            $1,329,000

Monterey-style, 3+3, Bonus Studio, Views, Remodeled.

Gina Isaac                                          323.829.8009

2670 BENEDICT ST, FROG TOWN              $949,000

1960’s Modern with 5bedrooms+3bathrooms. 2305 sqft.

L inda Chamber la in                                            323.330.6677

1110 OBERLIN DRIVE, ADAMS HILL        $1,027,000

3+2 Post Modern Archit. w/ walls of glass. 2200 sqft. City views.

Howard Lorey                                              323.251.4553

NOURMAND & ASSOCIATES REALTORS

Nourmand & Associates Hollywood

Howard Lorey I Brokerage Manager 

323.462.6262 I hlorey@nourmand.com

6525 Sunset Blvd. Ste. G2 90028

T h r e e  O f f i c e s . 

O n e  Re s p e c te d  N a m e .

w w w. n o u r m a n d .c o m

NourmandRE

@NourmandRE

@NourmandRE

1922 N. CARMEN, BEACHWOOD CYN   $1,079,000+

6 new 3-s to ry  w/  roo f  deck .  Panoramaho l l ywood.com

Chris Furstenberg                             323.422.2244

1653 REDCLIFF ST, SILVER LAKE             $2,300,000

Investment opportunity. Triplex zoned RD2. North of Sunset.

Laura Epstein                        213.359.4711

2669 BRONHOLLY, BEACHWD CYN              $297,000

Bronson Cyn lot .  Approved plans for  mod 3BR/3.5BA.

Mika Lequericabeascoa                                323.309.0895

3015 EDGEHILL DR, LOS ANGELES               $639,000

Remodeled 2BR/2BA condo with over 1,100 square feet.

John Kostrey/Katharine Deering                     310.382.4908

2387 LAKE VIEW AVE, SILVER LAKE            $965,000

2bd/1ba+Bonus Studio unit. Prime Silverlake location w/ views.

Karen Sharpe/Drew Bell                  323.377.4067

3515 FERNCROFT ROAD, ATWATER VLG           $699,000

CA bungalow on a large lot .  4 beds/3 baths.  Great  ups ide!

Margaret Arana/Joe Pasquale                          323.997.5339

1221 ALTA PASEO, BURBANK              $1,099,000

Fantastic, fully upgraded home. Pool. Views. 3bd / 2ba.

John Podhor                                 323.592.9750

3625 EDENHURST AVE, ATWATER VLG       $679,000

Character Single family built in 1929. Currently a duplex.

Shannon Fenton                              310.365.6118

349 S MANSFIELD, HANCOCK PARK           $3,149,000

Arch i tec tu ra l  5  bed +  5  ba th  des igned by  Ami t  Ape l .

Mica Rabineau        323.816.5868

2260 EVERLEE, EAGLE ROCK                         $889,000

Brand new heyday development. 7 LEED certified homes.

Chris Furstenberg                                     323.422.2244
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Local Real Estate:
What Happened in 2016?  
What’s Next?

A year ago, the bellwether Westside market 
caught a cold.  The luxury end of the market 
slowed noticeably.  By last summer, this chill 

spread east to Los Feliz.  Zillow now calls Los Feliz 
a “Cool” market—and not in a hipster sense.  To 
Realtors®, a “cool” market is a buyer’s market.

There were exceptions:  Silver Lake, Northeast L.A. 
and just about anything under $1 million boomed.   
Properties under $1 million attracted intense multiple 
offer competition.  Sale prices zoomed over asking 
prices 15 to 20 percent.  One property I sold recently 
drew 18 offers in a week.

General Trends:  Rising numbers of houses for sale; 
longer market times; price reductions; expired listings; 
continuing rising prices everywhere; rising interest rates.  
Alpha markets:  Silver Lake - prices and the number of 
sales rose markedly; Atwater Village:  price appreciation 
slowed, but sales volume jumped; Northeast L.A. - still 
the battle ground for first-time buyers; sale prices far 
exceed most asking prices.

What’s next in 2017?  Higher, but still relatively 
low, interest rates.  Decreasing affordability will leave 
many Millennials in expensive rental units far from their 
employment.  If the new administration kills Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac, expect non-jumbo interest rates to 
jump—more bad news for Millennials.  Middle- and 
upper-market buyers may find bargains.  Steady upward 
price pressure on properties that sell.  Buyers will 
continue to be extremely particular about inspection 
issues discovered in escrow—if you’re a seller, leave 
some money in the deal to give up in escrow.  More 
patience and perseverance will be needed in 2017 than 
before!

Questions?  Call me for details!

Richard Stanley
#1 Agent - Los Feliz Office, 2015 
and 1995-2009
Estates Director
Architectural and Historic Properties 
Specialist

rstanley@coldwellbanker.com
213 300-4567  cell / voice mail
©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark 
licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal 
Housing Opportunity.  Owned and operated by NRT LLC.  All rights reserved.  If your 
property is listed with another broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.  CalBRE license 
#:   00971211

Call for a complimentary property evaluation

4427 Santa Monica Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90029
(323) 668-7500

clukens@clintlukensrealty.com
www.ClintLukensRealty.com

BRE Lic #01367014

Space for small business
in Eastside neighborhoods

mile area defined by its density 
and proximity to public tran-
sit, which includes parts of Los 
Feliz along with East and West 
Hollywood—must contribute 
$4,300 per housing unit to the 
fund before they can receive a 
building permit.  

The fund currently sits 
at just over $1.35 million but 
has gone virtually unspent for 
more than 15 years, save for 
one 2011 allocation that has 
yet to be disbursed, according 
to public records.  

According to the city’s 
Chief Legislative Analyst 
Sharon Tso, that’s because 
the fund was not large 
enough to tap until about 
five years ago.

“There wasn’t a lot of 
housing being built during 
the recession, and now there 
are a lot of more high-density 
projects being built all over the 
place,” said Tso.

According to public re-

cords, $984,542 was ear-
marked for use from the fund 
in 2011 for a community gar-
den in East Hollywood. 

That garden has been de-
layed repeatedly, as the con-
struction bid process, accord-
ing to public records, took 
“significantly longer than 
planned.”  

David Moss, a senior 
analyst with the Los Angeles 
Bureau of Engineering, said 
that money should finally be 
spent “within the next six 
months,” though plenty of 
money will still be available 
for other projects.

“There’s still money left 
over,” Moss said, “and there’s 
still money that’s coming into 
the account.”

An additional $800,000 
is expected to go into the fund 
from City Lights—a contro-
versial apartment and retail 
complex at the six-point in-
tersection of Hillhurst Avenue 
and Hollywood and Sun-

set boulevards, set to break 
ground this year.

Although the funds can 
be spent anywhere within the 
SNAP district, the LFNC 
made it clear in a January 17th 
letter to the city that they want 
Los Feliz to get a piece of the 
Parks First pie. 

“With over 36,000 resi-
dent stakeholders, Los Fe-
liz by comparison is larger in 
population that West Hol-
lywood, Beverly Hills or La-
guna Beach, yet we have no 
community centers…nor any 
playgrounds, parks or parklets 
outside of the regional Griffith 
Park,” the letter reads.

Additionally, members of 
the board claimed Los Feliz 
has been unfairly penalized for 
its proximity to Griffith Park, 
which offers significant golf, 
tennis and equestrian ameni-

ties, but few playgrounds or 
sports fields—a problem some 
said could finally be remedied 
through the Parks First fund.

“Now’s the time to ask 
the question, ‘What can we do 
with this money?’... 10 years 
of not spending money is 10 
years too long in a park-poor 
city,” said Recreation Com-
mittee Chair Mauceri at the 
LFNC’s January meeting, re-
ferring to the fund’s creation 
date in 2001 and its first allo-
cation in 2011. 

Area parents, too, have 
noted a lack of accessible play-
grounds in the area, some 
citing the difficulty of push-
ing strollers uphill to access 
Griffith or Barnsdall Art 
parks.  

“Griffith Park is wonder-
ful, but it’s really a regional 
facility. What we’re missing is 

somewhere we can walk to and 
meet our neighbors,” said Re-
becca Kalauskas of the Moms 
Offering Moms Support 
(MOMS) Club of Los Feliz 
in an interview. “There aren’t 
many options that are safe for 
little kids to run around.”

Looking ahead, Kalauskas 
said, while the MOMS Club 
has been scouting potential lo-
cal pocket park locations if the 
area does receive the funding, 
finding a central—and more 
importantly available—loca-
tion has proved difficult. 

“The challenge is really 
finding the space, because this 
is such a developed area and 
property values are very high,” 
she said. “We’ve been talking 
to property owners to gauge 
interest, and we have a few 
ideas, but nothing promising 
at the moment.”

PARKS FUND from page 1



©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC fully suppor ts the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Oppor tunity Act. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage of f ice is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® 
and the Coldwell Banker Logo, Coldwell Banker Previews International® and the Coldwell Banker Previews International Logo, are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Broker does not guarantee the accuracy of square footage, lot size or other information 
concerning the condit ion or features of proper ty provided by seller or obtained from public records or other sources, and the buyer is advised to independently verif y the accuracy of that information through personal inspection and with appropriate professionals. Real estate agents af f il iated 
with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.

SUNSET STRIP 
$2,145,000
The peak of chic 3+2 in the Strip. Spectacular city 
views!
Jane Schore  (323) 573-6562

SILVER LAKE 
$4,300,000
1346 W. Court St is a 43-unit apt. bldg. develop-
ment site, sold Ready to Issue!
Oron Maher  (310) 281-3917

SILVER LAKE 
$2,350,000
Premier Mediterranean home on one of the best 
streets in the Moreno Highlands.
Lisa Brende & Chris Corkum  (323) 445-1868

SILVER LAKE 
$1,729,000
Meticulously renovated and redesigned to fit 
today’s modern lifestyle. 5BD/3.5BA.
Grace Kim  (213) 700-6833

SILVER LAKE 
$4,400 / MONTH
Grand loft-like duplex unit in a prime Silver Lake 
neighborhood handy to everywhere.
Richard Stanley  (213) 300-4567

SANTA MONICA 
$1,750,000
101 California Ave #602 | Ocean/Coastline/ Moun-
tain and City view. 2BD/2BA.
Anne Austin  (323) 860-4260

MOUNT WASHINGTON 
$895,000
Prem Mt Wsh Mid-Cent /Renov 3+3 w/HW, hi-ceil, 
gls walls, sep sml stdio, Vus, & lg ter lot
Grace Gaerlan  (323) 428-9747

LOS FELIZ 
$1,595,000
4BD/3BA Reduced $100K! Beautifully maintained 
split level designed house w/ great views!
Claudia Hipolito  (323) 906-2425

HOLLYWOOD HILLS WEST 
$3,995,000
8509 Hollywood Blvd. Located above Sunset Strip. 
Ready for the most discriminating buyer.
Aouri Makhlouf  (310) 927-1046

HOLLYWOOD 
$6,499,000
1432 N Curson is a 2016-built 9-unit building, built 
with fine finishes & touches.
Oron Maher  (310) 281-3917

HANCOCK PARK 
$1,650,000
Lovely Spanish remodeled with quality & attention 
to detail. 3+2+converted garage+backyard
Betsy Malloy  (323) 806-0203

HANCOCK PARK 
$1,285,000
Windsor Square adjacent 2 story Mediterranean. 
4+3+gsthse. Located in Wilshire Park HPOZ.
Jenny Chow  (323) 460-7624

ECHO PARK 
$699,000
The interior of this home is oozing with charm and 
character. A true gem!
Yolanda Querubin  (323) 210-1419

ECHO PARK 
$559,000
California bungalow w/ upgrades on plumbing, 
electrical, roof, floors, kitchen, and bath.
Yolanda Querubin  (323) 210-1419

ECHO PARK 
$549,000
Looking for the perfect starter home & want to get 
into a great neighborhood? Here it is!
Chris Corkum  (213) 595-1824

DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES 
$1,350,000
Own a piece of history! 2100+ sqft live/work loft in 
the heart of the Arts District.
Kerry Marsico  (213) 700-6515

DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES 
$625,000
Beautiful, large, and open 1BD+1BR unit at Toy Fac-
tory Lofts. www.kerrymarsico.com
Kerry Marsico  (213) 700-6515

BRENTWOOD 
$6,995,000
120 N Layton Drive. Exquisite storybook home in 
guard-gated Brentwood Circle. 4bd+5ba.
Aram Afshar  (310) 702-0583

ALTADENA 
$545,000
2BD+2BR beautifully maintained mid-century ranch 
home. Original hardwood floors throughout
Brenda Berk  (323) 360-5419

LINCOLN HEIGHTS 
$499,000
Opportunity awaits at this duplex in one of the hot-
test neighborhoods, Lincoln Heights
John Anthony Christopher  (323) 906-2468
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“we can build a million more 
homes under the current plan-
ning code.” This is at least a tacit 
acknowledgment of our con-
tinued failure to create enough 
housing to meet our city’s ongo-
ing population growth. 

What they don’t say, how-
ever, is that those million more 
homes would come at a very steep 
price: the demolition of hundreds 
of thousands of existing homes, 
perhaps even mine or yours. With 
its two-year moratorium and 
its permanent restrictions after-
wards, Measure S locks us into 
our existing planning code. 

What’s so bad about that? 
It would mean that until 

35 community plans are up-
dated (in many cases a 10 year 
process), we could only build 
housing on land already zoned 
for housing. You tell me where 
we have land that is zoned for 
housing that we haven’t al-
ready built it. 

I live in Los Feliz, in a cen-
tury-old, single-family bunga-
low. But my property is zoned 
to allow two homes. Around 
the corner from me, the zon-
ing allows three houses to go 
up, and pockets throughout 
my neighborhood can accom-
modate even more. 

This is why we can “build 
a million more homes under 
existing zoning”—by demol-

ishing hundreds of thousands 
of our oldest and most special 
homes and buildings to ac-
commodate new housing—in 
the case of the home that my 
husband and I own—by de-
molishing one of our neigh-
borhood’s oldest houses to 
double an investor’s return.

Measure S would force us 
to preserve parking lots and 
warehouses for years, while 
any new housing would come 
with a steep price of demolish-
ing many of the homes that 
define our neighborhoods.

And then there’s what this 
measure would mean for the 
city at large. This past Novem-
ber, Angelenos overwhelming-
ly approved a bond measure 
to fund construction of thou-
sands of supportive homes for 
our city’s homeless. Much of 
that housing would be built on 
what are now little-used city-
owned surface parking lots. 

But guess what? Should 
Measure S pass, those proper-
ties would remain asphalt, while 
thousands of homeless individ-
uals remain on our streets.

Measure S would under-
mine plans to add hundreds of 
new homes atop the California 
Flower Market. It would force 
the Puente Learning Center in 
Boyle Heights to stay crowded. 
It would stop the construction 
of new supportive housing 

and shelter for LGBT seniors 
and youth in Hollywood and 
prevent affordable housing de-
velopers from remediating a 
brownfield that splits a South 
Los Angeles community in 
two. And it would halt con-
struction of homeless veterans’ 
housing in Skid Row. These 
are just a handful of examples 
among many more projects 
that would be stopped in their 
tracks because of Measure S.

There is much that we can 
do to improve our current plan-
ning process. Measure S, how-
ever, is absolutely the wrong ap-
proach at the wrong time. 

Between our efforts to re-
new the river, revitalize down-
town and reinvigorate our 
diverse neighborhoods, Los 
Angeles is poised to be a global 
leader in creative, adaptive and 
sustainable approaches. 

Measure S would under-
mine our city’s ability to meet 
the challenges ahead, and it 
would do so in a way that under-
mines the very things that make 
our neighborhoods so special. 

That is why I encourage 
you to vote NO on Measure S.

Luke Klipp is a resident of Los 
Feliz and the president of the 
Los Feliz Neighborhood Council 
(LFNC). His opinions are his 
own and do not represent any 
formal position of the LFNC.

NO ON S from page 1 Triangle Redesign in the Works
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELiZ—After months 
of public outreach and contro-
versial proposals, Los Angeles 
City Councilmember David 
Ryu (CD4) and the East Hol-
lywood Business Improve-
ment District (EHBID) have 
finally settled on a plan for the 
long-awaited redesign of the 
Vermont Triangle, a median-
turned-park, which has been 
host to a constant rotation of 
homeless encampments since 
its last redesign by then Coun-
cilmember Tom LaBonge in 
2008—at a cost of $800,000. 

The new plan, which 
should cost significantly less to 
implement—under $100,000, 
according to Ryu spokesper-
son Estevan Montemayor, 
though exact figures are not 
yet available—is to install 
large planters in the median, 
which would leave only a re-
quired five-foot, Americans 
with Disabilities Act-compli-
ant walkway through the me-
dian. 

“The planters would phys-
ically restrict pedestrian traffic 

[to one walkway] and narrow 
the area where people [have 
previously] set up tents,” said 
Montemayor, essentially mak-
ing the entire median legal 
public right of way and “mak-
ing it enforceable for [the Los 
Angeles Police Dept.]” to ask 
those who pitch tents to move. 

Jeff Zarrinnam of the 
EHBID, the organization that 
controls the Triangle and is re-
sponsible for its upkeep, said 
after extensive outreach to 
stakeholders, including the East 
Hollywood Los Feliz Homeless 
Coalition and the Los Feliz Im-
provement Assoc., he considers 
the planter plan to be a great 
“immediate solution.”

“We do have some longer-
term plans that we’re mulling 
around with,” said Zarrin-
nam, but “this is something 
that can be done right now. 
We’re looking forward to see-
ing everyone’s response.” 

Zarrinnam declined to 
provide specifics for such po-
tential long-term plans for the 
location. 
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belmontvillage.com

The Community Built for Life.®

BURBANK  |  ENCINO  |  HOLLYWOOD HILLS 

RANCHO PALOS VERDES  |  WESTWOOD  |  THOUSAND OAKS

Distinctive Residential Settings | Chef-Prepared Dining and Bistro

Premier Health and Wellness Programs | Award-Winning Memory Care

Professionally Supervised Therapy and Rehabilitation Services 

Aging together is a gift. Couples who call Belmont Village home 

celebrate every day in a luxurious setting alive with engaging 

activities, spirited friendships and award-winning wellness  

programs. Our licensure ensures that couples can continue  

to live together, even with differing care needs.  

Together. Like always.

Winner of the Argentum 2016 Best of the Best and George Mason University Healthcare
Awards for the Circle of Friends© memory program for Mild Cognitive Impairment.

Griffith Park Adult Community Center Calendar

Sunset Hall - Curriculum and Advocacy 

Programs for 
free-thinking older 

adults (323) 660-5277

Conversational 
Spanish at GPACC on 
Thursdays at 3:00-4:30

Thanks to our ad sponsor Sunset Hall. They offer...

Wednesday, February 15, 2017 
12:00 – 2:30 pm, Lunch, General Meeting 

at Friendship Auditorium. Doors open at 11:45.  
You can sign up for lunch at GPACC between 10:30 and 11:30 am. 

Sign up at GPACC or call (323) 644-5579.

Do Something New for 2017: 
Gentle or Chair Yoga, Tai Chi, Hula, Latin, or Line Dancing, 

Ukulele Lessons, Jewelry Making, Painting Lessons, 
Folk Singing, Hiking, Spanish Lessons      

Call GPACC for Schedule 

The Lunch Program: Lunch is served 5 days a week at the Center.  
$2 is the donation for those over 60 years. $4 for less than 60 years. 

Daily lunch is served at 12 pm. Come in for coffee and sign in at 10:30.

For Information on the Griffith Park Adult Community 
Club and getting a newsletter, call Stephanie Vendig at 

(323) 667-3043, or e-mail at vendig@sbcglobal.net

GPACC is located at 3203 Riverside Dr., just south of Los Feliz Bl.

[SENiOR MOMENTS]

is it Alzheimer’s?
By Stephanie Vendig, Ledger Columnist

As we get 
older, our 
bodies don’t 

always cooperate with our 
wants. We put up with lower 
energy, less agility, muscular 
aches, hearing loss or vision 
impairments that we didn’t 
have when we were younger. 

It is just part of living, we 
say. But the brain is one part 
of our being that poses a dif-
ferent problem. With aging, 
all of us experience our “senior 
moments.” Yet, it is scary, be-
cause those bits of forgetful-
ness could evolve into demen-
tia or even Alzheimer’s disease, 
a disease without a cure. 

Aging doesn’t automatical-
ly result in dementia.  However, 
the incidence of dementia does 
increase with age. The brain de-
generates over time due to dete-
rioration of nerve cells.

The nerve impulses slow 
down. Thus, by the time an 
individual is 85, there is a 33 
percent chance of dementia 
developing. 

Alzheimer’s disease is the 
most common form of demen-
tia, accounting for 60 to 70 
percent of cases. The National 
Alzheimer’s Organization re-

ports that 5.4 million people 
65 and older have the disease 
in the United States. 

They also suggest that 

these numbers will triple by 
2050, barring the development 
of a medical breakthrough.

 The condition is devas-
tating. Abnormal plaques and 
tangles start to develop around 
the nerve cells causing their 
death. With time, the accu-
mulation is believed to result 
into abnormalities of memory, 
thinking and behavior. 

Research and ways of 
treating Alzheimer’s have been 
evolving. Scientists in the field 
still do not have full under-
standing of how the decline 
works and what specifically 
causes it. 

Peter V. Rabins, M.D., 
M.P.H, editor of the Memory 

Disorders Bulletin, Scientific 
American Consumer Health, 
wrote that there have been 
three stages in Alzheimer’s re-
search. 

First, the identification 
of Alzheimer’s in 1906 con-
firmed that dementia was a se-
ries of diseases, rather than an 

inevitable result of aging. 
 Second, scientists learned 

that the disease could be bro-
ken down into stages, each 
with different symptoms re-
quiring different caregiving. 

Finally, for the past forty 
years, research has been asking 
these questions. Are there risk 
factors that encourage the cre-
ation of the disease? 

Are there drugs that re-
verse or keep the disease from 
progressing? Are there assess-
ment techniques that can pick 
up the symptoms early? 

The answers are still forth-
coming with a lot of research 
underway. We’ll get them 
eventually.

The National Alzheimer’s Organization 
reports that 5.4 million people 

65 and older have the disease in the 
United States.

up that sprang up to take its 
place closed in September.

Future plans for that lo-
cation, now owned by Omni 
Equities LLC, according to 
California Dept. of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control records, are 
unclear, as there is no publicly 
available contact information 
listed for the company. 

ACAPULCO from page 10
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Holy Trinity
School

323-663-2064 m 3716 Boyce Ave - Atwater Village
www.HolyTrinityla.com

NOW ENROLLING !

 All are welcome in a loving, supportive family environment
 Character, values, and service to others is paramount
 Small class sizes and personalized attention means students 
     grow to their highest potential
 Specialized classes and programs provide for a balanced 
     whole-child education

Now, imagine your child at Holy Trinity School

Imagine
a school where

Transitional Kindergarten-8th grade
Open House Dates: February 12 and April 16, 8:30am -12:30pm

� FREE, QUALITY PUBLIC EDUCATION
Educación Publica y Gratuita de Calidad

� COLLEGE PREPARATORY
Preparación para la Universidad

� VISUAL & PERFORMING ARTS PROGRAM
Programa de Artes Visuales y Teatro

� SOCIO-EMOTIONAL COUNSELING
Consejeria Socio-Emocional

� SPORTS LEAGUE (MIDDLE SCHOOL) & 
   CIF SPORTS (HIGH SCHOOL)
Liga deportiva (Escuela secundaria)

y deportes CIF (Escuela preparatoria)

� TUTORING & INSTRUCTION SUPPORTS
Tutoria Individual y Apoyo de Instrucción

� COMPREHENSIVE AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM
Programa de Curso Completo Despues de Escuela

*If the school receives more students than for which it has spots available, it is required by law to hold a blind lottery to determine which 
students will have the opportunity to attend. We will continue to enroll until all seats are filled. We accept waiting lists.

*Si la escuela recibe mas solicitudes que el numero de asientos disponibles, entonces por ley se debe de llevar a cabo un sorteo para determinar cuales estu-
diantes tendran la oportunidad de asistir. Nosotros continuaremos inscribiendo hasta que todos los asientos esten llenos. Aceptamos para la lista de espera.

The enrollment request window for our schools is December 12, 2016 - February 17, 2017.*
Note: The window for PUC Milagro Charter School is March 1 - April 7, 2017. 

Inscripciones para las escuelas empiezan el 12 de deciembre del 2016 al 17 de febrero del 2017.
Nota: Inscripciones para PUC Milagro Charter School empiezan el 1 de marzo al 7 de abril del 2017.* 

Interested in a school tour? 
Call any one of our schools to make an appointment today!

Interesado en un recorrido de las escuelas? Llame a cualquiera de las escuelas para hacer una cita hoy!

NOW ENROLLING 
FOR 2017-2018!

Ahora aceptando aplicaciones para el año escolar 2017 - 2018

P U C

PUC iPrep Charter Academy
Grades K - 1 (Spanish & Mandarin) & 6 - 7 (Spanish)

Note: At capacity, PUC iPrep will serve grades K-8. 
Grades 2 & 8 will be added in Fall 2018.

(866) 531-6048
1800 Colorado Blvd. • Los Angeles, CA 90041

Lottery Date: February 24, 2017

PUC Milagro Charter School
Grades K - 5

(323) 223-1786

1855 N. Main St. • Los Angeles, CA 90031

Lottery Date: April 21, 2017

PUC Excel Charter Academy
Grades 6 - 8

(323) 222-5010

1855 N. Main St. • Los Angeles, CA 90031

Lottery Date: February 24, 2017

NEW DUALIMMERSION SCHOOL!

PUC eCALS
Grades 9 - 12
(323) 276-5525

2050 N. San Fernando Rd. • Los Angeles, CA 90065

Lottery Date: February 24, 2017

PUC CALS Charter Middle 
& Early College High School

Grades 6 - 12
(323) 254-4427

7350 N. Figueroa St. • Los Angeles, CA 90041
Lottery Date: February 24, 2017

PUC Santa Rosa Charter Academy
Grades 6 - 8

(323) 254-1703

3838 Eagle Rock Blvd. • Los Angeles, CA 90065

Lottery Date: February 24, 2017

[HOLLYWOOD SCHOOLHOUSE]
By Max Rubin, 6th grade

This is 
a very excit-
ing time for 
Hol ly wood 
Schoolhouse. 
Tryouts for 
the spring 
m u s i c a l , 

James and the Giant Peach, 
which premiers in March, 
were last week. This is the first 
musical that our performance 
teacher, Mr. Ray, has led since 
he has returned to HSH. 
Based on how well our school’s 
winter concert went, I believe 
it will be a great success!

 In Ms. Abi’s English 
class we just finished the nov-
el, Out of My Mind, by Sharon 
Draper. The book describes a 
year in a life of a girl named, 

Melody, who has a disability 
that leaves her almost para-
lyzed and unable to speak. Al-
though nobody knows it, she 
is a genius. I had never read a 
book from the perspective of 
someone who was unable to 
communicate. It has taught 
me to look at things in a very 
different way. 

In Science, we are study-
ing the Earth, its layers, and 
how its layers affect the sur-
face. The mantle, the layer be-
low the crust where we live, is 
not quite solid nor liquid there-
fore, the continents that lay 
on it shift around very slowly. 
Like Roald Dahl said, “There 
are a whole lot of things in this 
world of ours you haven’t even 
started wondering about yet.” 

[iMMACULATE HEART]

A Short Month? Really?
By Lauren Berger ’18

Who says 
February is 
the shortest 

month? The first full month of 
the second semester promises 
a wide assortment of activities 
to keep IH Pandas busy. 

For starters, the Immacu-
late Heart Genesians, the high 
school’s theatre company, are 
already holding auditions for 
their spring production of Ro-
meo & Juliet. Meanwhile, mid-
dle school students are in final 
rehearsal for Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dream-
coat, which will be staged Feb-
ruary 17th on campus. Always 
riveting and fresh, Immacu-
late Heart’s unique renditions 
of popular plays and musicals 
never fail to delight and im-
press audiences.

Students will participate 
in several annual events this 

month. Members of the Soph-
omore Class will attend a Day 
of Recollection at St. Joseph’s 
Retreat Center in Rosemead. 
For Freedom from Chemical 
Dependence Week, Immacu-
late Heart will welcome sev-
eral guest presenters who will 
discuss their personal fight 
against substance abuse. Addi-
tionally, members of the Black 
Student Association will orga-
nize a special assembly in hon-
or of Black History Month.

Lastly in the month of 
February, the Junior Class will 
participate in the traditional 
Ring Ceremony where students 
will receive their class rings. 
Symbolizing their transition to 
upperclasswomen, Juniors will 
rejoice with family, friends and 
faculty, as they are presented 
with the coveted IH ring that 
distinguishes Panda sisterhood. 
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High School Sports Roundup
By Mike Guardabascio, Special to the Ledger

JOHN MARSHALL HiGH 
SCHOOL
The Barristers basketball 
teams both started off 9-11, 
but the boys soccer team 
could make some noise in 
Division III of the L.A. City 
Section. Marshall is off to a 
7-4-2 start.

iMMACULATE HEART HiGH 
SCHOOL 
The Pandas girls basketball 
team started the season 3-11 
and 0-3 in the Sunshine 
League while the girls soccer 
team started 9-5-1.

LOYOLA HiGH SCHOOL
It’s already been a success-
ful winter season for the 
Cubs, with the boys basket-
ball team off to a 12-6 start. 
Loyola lost in the champion-
ship game of the St. Ignatius 
Sand Dune Invitational in 
San Francisco, falling 53-52 
to James Logan. The Cubs 
stumbled out of the gate in 
the Mission League, drop-
ping a pair of games to Har-
vard-Westlake and Alemany, 
but rebounded to win their 
next four games, including 
overtime victories against 
Sherman Oaks Notre Dame 

and Chaminade. The Cubs 
are led by Khristion Cour-
seault (11.7 points per game) 
and Kevin Johnson (6.3 re-
bounds per game) and are 
ranked No. 5 in the CIF 
Southern Section’s Division 
1A poll. On the soccer field, 
Loyola started 9-7-3 but 
look good for a playoff berth 
out of the Mission League.

CAMPBELL HALL
The highlight of the winter 
so far for the Vikings has 
been the school’s boys soc-
cer team, which is ranked 
No. 8 in the CIF-SS’ Divi-
sion 6. Campbell Hall start-
ed 9-2-1 and will contend 
for a Gold Coast League ti-
tle with a 6-1 record, in the 
mix along with Windward 
(5-1), Brentwood (6-2), and 
Crossroads (5-2).

FLiNTRiDGE PREP 
(LA CAÑADA)
Perhaps no girls team in the 
area is playing as well as the 
Rebels girls basketball team, 
which started the season 16-
2. The Rebels are ranked No. 
2 in Division 3A and are led 
by the three-headed scoring 
monster of Renae Tamu-

ra (12.6 points per game), 
Taylor Yoshida (12.4 PPG), 
and freshman Kaitlyn Chen 
(12.3 PPPG). The Rebels are 
a likely Open Division selec-
tion. The Rebels girls soccer 
team started 16-3-3, with an 
area-leading 23 goals from 
Julia Gonzalez.

MARLBOROUGH SCHOOL
The Mustangs girls basketball 
team is hoping for a playoff 
run this year. Marlborough is 
off to an 8-7 start this season 
but is ranked No. 11 in the 
CIF-SS Division 2A poll. As 
of press time, the Sunshine 
League was only three games 
into its schedule, with the 
Mustangs starting 2-1. The 
Marlborough girls soccer team 
(5-5-1) and girls water polo 
team (2-11) both got off to 
rocky starts.

WESTRiDGE SCHOOL
With a 10-3-1 start, the Ti-
gers’ girls soccer team is just 
outside of the top ten rankings 
in the CIF-SS Division 4 poll, 
but Westridge will compete 
for a Prep League title later 
this winter. Junior Makala 
Thomas leads the Tigers with 
eight goals and seven assists, 
while freshman Isabel Araya 
has seven goals and two as-
sists.

NOTRE DAME HiGH 
SCHOOL
The Regal Gryphons girls bas-
ketball team is off to a 12-6 
start, led by 13.4 points per 
game from senior Dannielle 
Orteza. The Regal Gryphons 
are ranked No. 10 in Division 
2A and have started a perfect 
4-0 in the Sunshine League.

HARVARD WESTLAKE
The Wolverines are having a 
strong winter sports season, 
with both boys and girls bas-
ketball teams on the Open 
Division Watch List, mean-
ing they have a chance to be 
selected for the CIF-SS “best 
of the best” tournament at the 
end of the season, which pulls 
the top teams from across all 
divisions. The Wolverines boys 
basketball team is ranked No. 
2 in Division 1A, and are 12-9. 
They’re led by one of the best 
underclassmen in Southern 
California, Cassius Stanley, 
who is averaging 18.4 points 
per game and 7 rebounds per 
game. The Wolverines girls 
basketball team is No. 5 in Di-
vision 1AA and is a near lock 
for the Open Division. The 
team is 17-2.

Mike Guardabascio is the Prep 
Sports Editor for the Long 
Beach Press-Telegram

[FRANKLiN]

Looking Ahead 
to Middle 
School
By Amalia Mauceri 
5th grade

I have only 
four months 
left before 
I leave the 
place I am so 
used to and 
move on to a 

new school.
Deciding on a middle 

school is the first time I’ve been 
involved in choosing a school, 
and there are so many things to 
consider: big or small; public or 
private; in the neighborhood or 
somewhere farther away?

Where we spend the next 
few years becomes a bridge be-
tween grade school and high 
school, between being a kid and 
getting ready for college (that is 
crazy to even think about)!

I can’t wait to find out 
which middle school I got 
into. All of the schools I ap-
plied to are really great, but 
my number one choice would 
have to be Thomas Starr King.

It’s going to be so hard to 
say goodbye to my teachers and 
fellow Foxes. Change is scary, 
but it’s also part of life!



Los Feliz Ledger

Page 26 www.losfelizledger.com February 2017SCHOOL NEWS

Bilingual

Diverse

French-English
bilingual curriculum 
from preschool 
through 12th grade

www.internationalschool.la
or text BOOKTOUR to 31996

Burbank Los Feliz Orange County Pasadena West Valley

Now enrolling
preschool

at Los Feliz!

[THOMAS STARR KiNG]

Orchestra Together 
By Lemuel Disselkoen ignacio, 7th grade

Every day I 
walk into 2nd 
period ready 

to play some music. First I 
grab my music stand and take 
out my violin, and then the 
orchestra rehearses. It’s not as 
simple as it sounds, however. 

We have to work hard 
and need to practice a lot to 
achieve our goals and to sound 
good. To be honest, we aren’t 
the best musicians you will 
ever hear, but the experi-
ence of the class is amazing. 

Being able to play with 
other people every day is cool. 
It helps with cooperation and 

coordination between stu-
dents, most of whom have 
never played in a real orchestra 
setting before. 

If I were to describe our 
orchestra, I would say, “It’s full 
of brass, a lot of percussion, a 
bunch of strings, and even 
a saxophone.” This wide ar-
ray of instruments makes our 
pieces sound interesting and 
different, which makes the ex-
perience all the better. 

Soon we will perform the 
pieces we have prepared all se-
mester and the whole orches-
tra can’t wait to show off what 
we’ve done. 

Advertise in the Los Feliz Ledger (323) 644-5536

John Marshall High School students (from left to right) Prem Shelat, William 
Mori, Min Park and Clyde Sanvictores, pictured here at a January 21st scrim-
mage, will participate in the Los Angeles Dept. of Water and Power’s Science 
Bowl XXV February 25th, where they will compete to answer college-level math, 
science and technology questions.
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Los Angeles Melrose
1200 N. Cahuenga Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90038 
(323) 962-3075

Altadena Allen
2046 Allen Avenue 
Altadena, CA 91001 
(626) 794-1000

Accrediting Commission
for

Schools
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@Stratford
Summer

  

OPEN 
HOUSE
February 25
10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Ready. Set. Grow.
Stratford School nurtures  
the joy of learning in children.
With Stratford’s on-going admission, you can enroll your 
child in a school that inspires children to become tomorrow’s 
creative problem-solvers, innovators, and leaders. 

REGISTER NOW for our Open House 
StratfordSchools.com/SoCalOH

The curiosity to reach. The courage to grasp.TM

LFVBiD Has New President & Four New Members
By Allison B. Cohen

LOS FELiZ—Rafik Ghazarian, 
a realtor with Berkshire Ha-
thaway/Los Feliz, was elected 
president of the Los Feliz Vil-
lage Business Improvement 
District (LFVBID) and four 
newcomers were seated to its 
governing board in January, 
as a result of the organization’s 
elections held in December. 

Ghazarian, 56, replaces 
long time President Chris Ser-
rano, who will remain on the 
governing board as treasurer. 

“Chris has worked very 
hard on the BID.... I am 
thankful for what she has 
done. The new board will take 
what was previously done and 
keep working harder,” said 
Ghazarian.

According to Ghazarian, 
his focus for the LFVBID this 
year will be more outreach to 
local businesses to help them 
see the value of the LFVBID 
and to increase business rev-
enue for all the LFVBID’s 
businesses through more mar-
keting, public relations and 
communication, especially so-
cial media. 

“We just had someone 
elected, it seems, by tweet-
ing,” Ghazarian said referring 
to President Donald Trump. 

“We should be able to in-
crease” revenue for our local 
businesses with more social 
media, he said.

The LFVBID’s recent 
election had a ballot return 
rate of 13.6%. Four candidates 
ran for four seats, all winning. 

A fifth boardmember Clint 
Lohr, resigned after the election, 
leaving the current number of 
seats on the board at 10. 

The new boardmembers 
and their vote counts were: 
Sarah Loveless along with her 
business partner Mary Love-
less, owners of Glaze Fire on 
Hillhurst Avenue, 25 votes; 
Ziad Richa of Desert Rose 
owner and general manager, 
with 22 votes; Dino Panta-
zis, Good Greek Grill owner 
and general manager, with 23 
votes; and Rosa Marie Spinoso, 
owner of Rocco’s Italian Mar-
ket and Deli, with 32 votes. 

The four new board members 
replaced Claudio Hipolito, 
John Abreu, Chris Diamond 
and Dustin Lancaster. 

The governing board also 
presented last month its es-
timated spending budget for 
2017, specifically: $40,000 for 
cleaning, trash collection, tree 
trimming and new trash cans; 
$10,400 for its website, news-
letter and member directory; 
$15,553 for a holiday festival, 
other marketing events, mix-
ers or member meetings and 
about $11,000 for administra-
tive costs including insurance, 
for a bookkeeper and a 6% 
payment—of $4,600—for the 
city’s administrative role. 

According to a 4Q report, 
the LFVBID spent a little over 
$37,000 in 2016 on activities 
and had another $23,500 pro-
jected for spending by March 
of 2017.

“We just had someone elected, it seems, by 
tweeting,” Ghazarian said referring to Presi-
dent Donald Trump. “We should be able to 
increase” revenue for our local businesses 

with more social media.

taged residents have access to 
housing.

“We can’t let the market 
decide what is a basic human 
right,” she said. “Everybody 
deserves a home over their 
head, something sustainable 
and livable that people can be 
safe in.”

Salans is pressing for a 
wider-reaching rent stabiliza-
tion ordinance and the cre-
ation of neighborhood boards 
with diverse socio-economic 
membership that could rate 
proposed development proj-
ects. 

She said she also wants 
to work to repeal the Costa-
Hawkins Rental Housing Act, 
which allows landlords to raise 
rents after a renter leaves to 
any amount they want and the 
Ellis Act—two state laws that 
affordable housing advocates 
have been fighting for years.

Salans said she wants to 
go on the offensive with de-
velopers as well, holding them 
accountable to the recently 
passed Measure JJJ—which 
requires developers to build 
more affordable housing if 
they get exceptions from zon-
ing rules. 

Candidate David De la 
Torre was a founding member 
of the Elysian Valley Neigh-

borhood Council and is cur-
rently chair of the area’s neigh-
borhood watch.

De la Torre said that he 
thinks O’Farrell’s value cap-
ture proposal is good insofar 
as it would mandate develop-
ers to contribute to afford-
able housing solutions, but 
disagrees that collected funds 
should go to a city trust.

“Let’s give it to the com-
munities,” said De la Torre, for 
example to the Council Dis-
trict in trust of a community 
or directly to neighborhood 
established non-profits.

“The city has shown 
not to be moneywise,” De la 
Torre said. “I’d rather trust 
that money being placed with 
[the] community as it relates 
to tangible improvements and 
benefits that they can breathe, 
touch and appreciate,” he said.

De la Torre said he is also 
in favor of creative solutions 
for affordable housing that are 
“outside the box of traditional 
housing.” 

“Accessory Dwelling 
Units, best known as back-
yard homes or ‘granny flats’ 
are a prime example,” he said. 
“We need to update the local 
ordinance to facilitate these 
housing units which can serve 
to alleviate the city’s housing 
needs.” 

HOUSING from page 8



Just Sold in Silver Lake

In Escrow In Silver Lake

In Escrow In Los Feliz

3755 Shannon Road                  Spanish              $1,795,000
Beautiful 4+3.5 Spanish residence w/picturesque views from 
the hills of Griffith Park to the Glendale city lights. Gracious 
LR w/fireplace & for your baby grand! Spacious Cook’s kitchen 
w/island & great hm office work space. LR & kitchen open to a 
fabulous patio. Beautiful master suite & private bath captures 
amazing views. 3000+sq feet! Loved by owners for 35 years!

1434 Norwich Drive         West Hollywood        $1,480,000
Adorable cottage perfect for fixing and adding on to or build 
your dream home here! Located on one of the most desired 
streets of West Hollywood. 2+1.5 and home office with built-in 
bookcases. Central AC. Laundry room. Appx 1,123 square feet. 
Charming front yard & porch + fenced rear yard. Just steps away 
from many of the best restaurants and shops in West Hollywood.

Just Sold In Glendale

For Lease In Los Feliz Hills 

3743 Amesbury Road          Los Feliz Hills                  $8,000
Views forever in this 4+2.5 Mediterranean home with guest apt 
w/addt’l bath. Spacious LR w/sweeping views and fireplace, large 
formal dining & updated kitchen. Master suite with spa like bath 
& walk-in closet. Large separate guest apt with it’s own entrance 
and bath. Hardwood floors. Apprx 3356 sq ft home. Dep. 2 car 
garage. Available immediately. 1st month rent + $16,000 Sec. 

2307 Bancroft Avenue       Silver Lake Hills     $1,295,000      
Beautifully restored 2+2.5 Spanish with fabulous views. 
Spacious living rm w/gorgeous fireplace & picture window to 
enjoy the breathtaking vu’s. Great kitchen. Lovely vu terrace. 
2 master suites w/fabulous new baths. Deck and wonderful 
outdoor entertaining space. New roof, central a/c, plumbing 
& electrical. Apprx 1814 sq. ft. Good proximity to downtown.

748 Glenview Road               Glendale                    $1,463,000
Beautifully restored & preserved 4+4.5 1926 Spanish Hacienda 
adored by many of Hollywood royalty. Enter through a private 
lushly landscaped courtyard. Large living rm, expansive use of 
windows, beamed ceiling & offers a light & airy California feel. 
Formal dining rm & adjacent wine cellar. Enjoy a library, den & 
screening + guest house. Over 4500 sqft in this amazing home.

1908 Berendo Street                    Los Feliz                   $4700 
Very charming 3 + 2.5 Spanish home in much desired Franklin 
Square neighborhood. Walking distance to Vermont & Hillhurst 
with great restaurants, shopping, and more. Updated eat-in 
kitchen. Formal dining room. Central air & heat. Alarm system. 
Finished garage. Great yard. Approx 1706 sq ft & 6500 sq foot 
lot. 1st month rent + 2 months security deposit. 1 year lease.

In Escrow In West Hollywood

2046 North Hobart Boulevard       Los Feliz     $1,499,000 
Beautiful Gated 3 + 2.5 Traditional home situated on spacious 
corner lot. Wonderful indoor and outdoor flow with large pool 
and patios for entertaining. Spacious living and dining room. 
Galley kitchen with breakfast area. 2 bedrooms & 2 baths are 
upstairs w/3rd bdrm downstairs converted to a den or home 
office. New HVAC & roof. 2 car garage. Close to Griffith Park.

1910 Redcliff Street         Silver Lake Hills       $1,235,000
Charm is the word for this sweet 2+2.5 bath 1920’s Traditional 
+ guest house w/views! Spacious living rm w/hardwd floors & 
high ceilings. Enjoy a family rm w/fireplace that opens to a 
deck to enjoy lovely scenic views of the Silver Lake hills and 
peek-a-boo of the hopefully soon to be filled reservoir. Cozy gst 
house w/kitchen & bath. Private deck to enjoy fabulous views.

In Escrow In Los Feliz Hills

In Escrow In Glendale

1521 Bel Air Drive                   Glendale                  $755,000
So much potential in this 1950’s 3+2.5 Traditional home in prime 
Northwest Glendale. Nice living room with fireplace. Charming 
knotty pine kitchen w/breakfast area. Large yard. Room for pool & 
much more. Appx 1784 sq ft w/a generous lot of 8081. Close to 
Kenneth Village and Brand Park. Loved by the same family for 45+ 
years.  Some TLC could make this home sweet home again!

For Lease In Los Feliz

2100 Hollyvista Avenue             Los Feliz                   $5,500
Walls of glass allow you to enjoy incredible views from this  
3+2 contemporary home. Open LR w/fireplace & opens out to a 
deck w/sweeping views of the hills, Observatory and to the 
Westside. Updated eat-in kitch w/built-in stainless appliances 
and center island. Master suite has a private full bath. Central 
AC and heat. Cute yard with hot tub. Franklin School District! 

For Lease In Los Feliz

The Moreno Team
George, Eileen, & Laura Moreno

Keller Williams Realty Los Feliz
2150 Hillhurst Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90027

323.668.7600
moreno@georgeandeileen.com

georgeandeileen.com

2016 Was A Great Year For Our Clients...
We Expect 2017 To Be Even Better!

We Look Forward To Hearing From You
If We Can Assist You With Any Of Your 

Real Estate Needs in 2017!


