
Los Feliz Ledger
Read by 100,000+ Residents and Business Owners in Los Feliz, Silver Lake, 

Atwater Village, Echo Park & Hollywood Hills
June 2017Vol 12. No. 12

FATHER’S DAY: 
Don’t Forget Dad June 18th, 
page 8

METRO DAYCATION: 
This month we explore Little 
Tokyo/Arts District, page 6

SCHOOL NEWS: 
Who is the funny tweeter behind 
@losfelizdaycare?, page 26

REAL ESTATE: 
Beachwood Canyon Free Speech 
Flare Up, page 19

EASTSIDE EYE: 
Guess? who has a new museum, 
page 8

[AFFORDABLE 
HOuSINg]

Program Abuses
Being Fixed, 
Officials Say
By Michael Aushenker
Ledger Contributing Writer

Facing criticisms from the 
city’s top accountant regarding 
the so-called “Density Bonus 
Program”—which incentiv-
izes developers to include low 
and moderate income hous-
ing units in their market-rate 
projects in exchange for the 
city relaxing zoning codes—
overseeing agency Los Angeles 
Housing + Community In-
vestment Dept. (HCIDLA), 
say they have made improve-
ments to stop abuses in the 
future. 

The agency is respond-
ing to a report, released last 
January and authored by Los 
Angeles City Controller Ron 
Galperin, which said the city’s 
program has been abused, 

see HOUSING page 15

Cable cars and tramways are ubiquitous worldwide, like the one pictured above in Locarno, Swit-

zerland. Could one be a possible solution for Griffith Park’s tourism woes? Photo: Getty Images.

garcetti’s 
gondola 
Fizzling?
By Andrew Murphy Davis
Ledger Contributing Writer

BEACHWOOD CANYON—
Los Angeles Mayor Eric 
Garcetti’s idea for a gondola 
to shuttle tourists directly to 
the Hollywood Sign made big 
waves in local press in May, 
but since then, the idea ap-
pears to have fizzled.

Garcetti floated the gon-
dola idea during an inter-
view on a May 8th episode 
of ABC7’s Eyewitness News-
makers. 

His suggestion was just 
the latest in a years-long saga 
to try and bring relief to resi-
dents living below the sign, 
some of whom say selfie-seek-
ing tourists have overrun their 
once bucolic neighborhood 
since the advent of GPS tech-
nology in the late 2000s. 

see GONDOLA page 24

[OBITuARY]

Bittersweet Farewell to Beloved John Forrester 
By Steve Meek, Ledger Contributing Writer

Beloved local resident 
John Michael Forrester suc-
cumbed to cancer Janu-
ary 17th, after a courageous 
seven-year battle fought with 
the quiet, valiant, undaunted 
spirit that defined his life. He 
passed away two days after his 
50th birthday. 

Long-term friends Denise 
Saker and Laima Sturonas 
planned a moving, well at-
tended Memorial Mass and 
Reception for Forrester at Our 
Mother of Good Counsel in 
Los Feliz May 20th. 

Father Tom Davis, who 
had given last rites at Glendale 
Memorial Hospital, presided. 

Sturonas invited Vita 
Vilkas who attends Los Fe-
liz’s St. Casimir Lithuanian 
Catholic Church to sing “Ave 

Maria” and one of John’s fa-
vorite songs, “Songbird” by 
Fleetwood Mac.

Saker, who had planned a 
decade of Los Feliz Street Fes-
tivals with Forrester, offered 
the eulogy for her close friend, 
with dignity, grace and love. 

“I recall the day I was in-
troduced to John,” Saker be-
gan. “Not only was he one of 
the nicest and most humble 
and kind people I had ever met, 
he had the bluest and most 
soulful eyes I had ever seen. I 
remarked out loud, ‘John you 
are an angel,’ and later learned 
not only was he an angel, he 
could recognize those others in 
his life that were.”

Through Saker, Forrester’s 
life unfolded. 

He graduated from Ka-

lamazoo College in 1989, hav-
ing earned a degree in Interna-
tional Business. He spent a year 
abroad living and studying in 
Spain and became fluent in 
Spanish. His travels took him 
to Europe and Mexico many 
times. One of his favorite trips 
was to exotic Sri Lanka. 

He moved to Los Angeles 
over 25 years ago. His words 

see FORRESTER page 20
see BUKOWSKI’S page 17

Bukowski’s to Finally Open
But Lawsuit Looms
By Erin Hickey, Leger Contributing Writer

LOS FELIZ—Bukowski’s, a 
new beer and wine bar hon-
oring late author Charles Bu-
kowski, has finally gotten all 
of its city permits approved 
and is set to open this summer 
at the corner of Kingswell and 
Vermont avenues.

But now the bar faces a 
different legal hurdle: a lawsuit 
filed in late April by artist Mon-
te Thrasher—best known for 
his graphic design work for the 
television series Star Trek: The 
Next Generation—over a mural 

A detail from Monte Thrasher’s “Six Heads.” Photo: Donielle, Flickr Creative Commons.
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Corrections & 
Amplifications
In our May 2017 cover 

photo, we incorrectly 

included the wrong photo 

credit. The photo was 

taken by Alexander von 
Wechmar. We regret the 

error. 

If you believe we have 

made a mistake in our 

publication, please 

contact Publisher Allison 
B. Cohen at (323) 741-0019 

or via email at acohen@

losfelizledger.com

All Welcome!

Fine Mexican Food 
Thank You L.A.!

55 Years Serving the community!
Since 1962 - Silver Lake

Updated Menu
New Vegan Section

Weekend Champagne Brunch
Private Party Rooms

Happy Hour Everyday 3-7pm
“Casita Live!” Music

Outdoor Patios
Free Parking (Valet after 5pm)

Casita del Campo Restaurant
1920 Hyperion Ave. Silverlake, Ca. 90027

323-662-4255
Open at 11am everyday

www.casitadelcampo.net

June Community Meetings

Atwater Village 
Neighborhood Council

Governing Board
June 8th at 7 p.m.

3852 Edenhurst Ave.

East Hollywood 
Neighborhood Council

Governing Board
June 19th at 6:30 p.m.

1559 North Kenmore Ave.

Echo Park 
Neighborhood Council

Governing Board

June 27th at 7 p.m.
1711 Montana St.

Los Feliz 
Neighborhood Council

Governing Board
June 20th at 7 p.m.
4607 Prospect Ave.

Silver Lake 
Neighborhood Council

Governing Board
June 7th at 7 p.m.
2828 Herkimer St.

[LETTER FROM THE PuBLISHER]

We’re thrilled to an-
nounce Steve Meek as the 
newest member of our adver-
tising sales staff.

Steve moved to Los Fe-
liz at age 12 in 1972 and at-
tended Thomas Starr King, 
John Marshall High and then 
UCLA as a theatre major. 

Before attending college, 
he was a frequent actor at the 
old Cultural Arts Center on 
Riverside Drive, with friends 
Oscar and Nyla Arslanian 
among others. 

He was an active member 
of the Los Feliz Lions Club for 
10 years and a member of Mar-
shall’s Alumni Board for five. 

Steve published the Los 
Feliz & Silver Lake Commu-
nity Guide and the Hollywood 
Community Guide for 13 years.

He has traveled the coun-
try for the past 2½ years with 
an aloe vera skin care company 
writing about his adventures 

and finding time to visit veter-
ans organizations nationwide. 

Missing the smell of ink 
on paper, he decided to call 
the Los Feliz Ledger. 

“Even though we were two 
completely different publica-
tions, folks always confused 
the two, and thought I worked 
for the Ledger so it makes per-
fect sense that I’m here now,” 
Steve said.

It’s also ironic that Steve’s 
first job in advertising was 
at The Desert Sun in Palm 
Springs in the 1980s, which is 
also where I had my first news-
paper job. Life really brings us 
full circle sometimes. We’re 
happy to have him.  

We’ve also hired Katy 
Tipton, whose children attend 
Franklin Avenue Elementary 
and King and who spends much 
of her time in our local area. 

Katy’s career has centered 
on film and television produc-

tion. She joins the staff as an 
advertising sales representative 
and will be learning the ropes, 
in the office for a while, as-
sisting our advertising clients 
each month. 

Again, we are thrilled 
Katy is joining our team!

We also want to take this 
time to congratulate the many 
John Marshall High and Im-
maculate Heart students who 
are graduating this June and 
wish them the very best in 
their future. 

One story, very special to 
me in this month’s edition, is 
“A Concrete Solution For A 
Difficult Move,” on page 17. 

Sometimes people do just 
extraordinary things and a cer-
tain real estate couple I know 
did just that for a family who 
had heavy remorse about leav-
ing behind a sentimental item 
when they sold their home. I 
hope you read it. 
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Our new ER 
 waiting room.

When you’re not feeling well, there’s no place like 
home. That’s why we’ve made it possible for you 
to wait at home until your estimated arrival time. 
Find out more at dignityhealth.org/glendalememorial.

1420 South Central Avenue, Glendale, CA 91204
InQuicker should not be used for life-threatening emergencies or children  
under the age of three. Call 911 immediately for more serious conditions.

ERWaitingRoom_LosFelizLedger_10x8 16_052GMH.indd   1 9/26/16   10:00 PM

[STREET LEVEL]

Father’s Day is Coming up, 
So What Are Your 

Favorite Father’s Day Memories?
By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer

“Probably a 
family scuba 
diving trip to 
Cozumel, Mex-
ico. We got to 
spend a week 

together diving, exploring the 
town, riding mopeds and eat-
ing lots of delicious Mexican 
food. You can’t beat that.” 
– Sydney T., outside of the 
Council District 13 office on 
Sunset 

“I have a father 
and we cele-
brate Father’s 
Day, but I can’t 
really think of 
anything spe-

cific. I remember buying cards 
and ties as a kid, although re-
ally it was my mom picking 
out the ties. Haha. One of my 
memories of my dad is going 
to Subway. For some reason 
that was something he and I 
would only do together and I 
don’t know why, but it felt spe-
cial.” – Greg G., outside Out 
of the Closet on Sunset 

“I took my 
dad’s cigarettes 
away one year 
in May to en-
courage him to 
quit smoking, 

but then I gave him cigars for 
Father’s Day, so it didn’t ex-
actly work.” – Kevin K., out-
side Blue Bottle Coffee on 
Sunset 

“I have fond 
memories of my 
father. I mean, 
he’s still alive. 
He taught me 
how to make 

Dagwood sandwiches. That’s 
useful.” – Stefan M., outside 
El Clasico Tattoo on Sunset 

“When I lived 
in Raleigh, 
North Caroli-
na, we’d go to a 
lake and feed 
ducks with 

bread and eat banana popsi-
cles. Pretty classic father-son 
image.” – Edward A., outside 
El Clasico Tattoo on Sunset 
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Dr. Michel N. Kahwaji
Dr. Roxana De la Rosa

•	 Comprehensive	Eye	Exams
•	 Treatment	of	Eye	Disease
•	 Vintage	&	Designer	Eyewear
•	 Contact	Lenses
•	 Free	Lasik	Consultation
•	 Retinal	Photography	for	Diabetic	
	 &	Hypertension	Patients

We	accept	VSP,	Medi-Cal,	Medicare	&	most	other	insurance

(323) 664-1996
2771	Rowena	Ave.	(corner	of	Glendale	Blvd.)

Los	Angeles,	CA		90039
www.silverlakeoptometry.com

SILVERLAKE Optometry

The Power of Community Involvement
By Laura Friedman, California State Assemblymember

In my 2012 
State of the 
City speech, 
while serving 

as the Mayor of Glendale in a 
time when much of the coun-
try was still struggling to re-
cover from the recession, I ad-
dressed a key reason as to why 
Glendale was able to weather 
the financial crisis.  

While many cities turned 
to raiding their reserves, Glen-
dale was able to make austere 
cuts to spending while main-
taining a strong quality of life. 
Glendale has always had a long 
list of non-profits and active 
community groups. In hard 

times like the recession, these 
community anchors were es-
sential partners with the city 
in serving the public. 

In my speech, I said that 
“the strength of the city is not 
measured by what its govern-
ment can give to its people, 
but how much the people give 
to their community”. 

Good cities have commu-
nities that are built on both 
self-reliance and solidarity. 
As your Assemblymember, I 
have learned that this is not 
unique to Glendale. We live in 
a phenomenal Assembly Dis-
trict, composed of strong cities 
and unincorporated areas that 
have long-running and vibrant 
traditions of community in-
volvement.

From Los Feliz, Silver 

Lake, Hollywood, Burbank, 
Montrose, Sunland-Tujunga, 
La Cañada-Flintridge, La Cre-
scenta, to Glendale—we have 
active chambers of commerce 
that encourage and guide en-
trepreneurs as they establish 
and grow their businesses.  We 
have active, informed neigh-
borhood councils and home-
owners’ associations who care 
deeply about their community 
and who take action to protect 
their way of life. 

The 43rd District is espe-
cially blessed with a rich pleth-
ora of non-profits and service 
organizations that serve the 
community and meet a wide 

variety of pressing needs. For 
example, you may not know 
that Glendale’s AYSO (Ameri-
can Youth Soccer Organiza-
tion) chapter is one of the 
largest and most active in the 
country—and it is run entire-
ly by volunteers, who coach 
thousands of local youth every 
year.

By devoting time and re-
sources and directing attention 
to specific issues and ideas, 
these organizations contribute 
immeasurably to the quality of 
our civic and social life. Where 
would we be without our Ro-
tarians, Kiwanis, Soroptimists 
and Elks? The YMCAs and 
YWCA of the district provide 
vital services for our fami-
lies and seniors. For those of 
you who are already pouring 

in your time and energy into 
community causes, I would 
like to thank you, deeply, for 
your service. 

And for those who have 
considered but haven’t taken 
the steps toward community 
involvement, I strongly en-
courage you to join in. There 
is no greater way to feel a part 
of a community. There is no 
better way to make life-long 
friendships, while dramati-
cally improving the quality of 
life for us all. 

The success of these or-
ganizations is proof that the 
effects of civic participation 
are profound and measurable. 
These organizations cross par-
tisan lines, age groups, ethnic-
ities, and socio-economic di-
vides and show the true power 
of what we can achieve when 
we work together. 

Because of our rich com-
munity traditions, there are 
groups that encapsulate nearly 
any interest, be it art, clean 
streets, taking care of the 
homeless, public safety, busi-
ness, youth, historical preser-
vation, etc. If you can’t find a 
group that is specific to your 
own unique interests, you can 
start one, and it’s almost guar-
anteed that people will join in. 

I couldn’t be more proud 
to be your Assemblymem-
ber—and I look forward to 
all the good work we can do 
together.

You are all always wel-
come to reach out to my dis-
trict office to include us in 
your group’s activities or to 
seek our help. For those who 
would like to get more in-
volved and are not sure where 
to begin—my office would be 
more than happy to connect 
you to the great organizations 
in our community.

District Office: 
(818) 558-3043
Website: 
https://a43.asmdc.org/

The Power To Declare War
By Adam Schiff, u.S. Representative

Three days 
after we were 
attacked by 
al Qaeda on 
9/11, and nine 
months into 
my first term 

in Congress, I was faced with 
one of the most consequential 
votes of my career—whether 
to authorize the country to go 
to war.  

The text of the resolu-
tion authorizing war was only 
60 words, but it provided the 
President sweeping authority 
to take the fight to those who 
had attacked us. Along with 
nearly every other member of 
Congress, I voted to give the 
commander in chief those 
powers.

More than 15 years later, 
that resolution has remained 
and Congress has been un-
willing to debate any repeal, 
modification or addition to 
this authority, even as the 
circumstances have changed 
dramatically. It’s a responsibil-
ity Congress has abdicated for 
too long.

No one voting for that 
resolution expected it would 
remain more than a decade 
later and be used to justify 
force against terror groups that 
didn’t even exist at that time. 

While the threat has 
changed, the language of the 
war resolution has not, and 
Congress has stubbornly re-
fused to reexamine that au-
thority or craft a new one.  

For several years, I have 
worked to repeal the 2001 
“Authorization for Use of 
Military Force” (AUMF), 
and enact a new authoriza-
tion that reflects the changing 
battlefield that appropriately 
describes our current terrorist 
threat and how to meet it. 

I began this work dur-
ing the last administration 
because I believed that Presi-
dent Obama was giving an 
overly broad interpretation to 
the AUMF for the use of force 
that a Congress had clearly not 
intended. 

The same justification is 
now being given by the Trump 
Administration to go after 
ISIS, an organization that 
didn›t exist on September 11, 
2001. 

That›s also why, in the days 
following President Trump’s 
airstrikes against Bashar Al-
Assad›s forces in Syria, Sena-
tor Tim Kaine and I wrote to 
President Trump asking him 
to explain the legal justifica-
tion for the strikes. We’ve not 
heard back.

Now, I have proposed new 
legislation to repeal the 2001 
authorization and replace it 
with a measure that would 
target ISIS, al Qaeda and the 
Taliban.  

While my proposal gives 
the president the authority to 
fight these groups, it also in-
cludes important provisions 
ensuring Congress can vote 
to approve or disapprove of 
ground forces in a combat role.  

My proposed legislation 
would also sunset automati-
cally after three years to ensure 
Congress never again goes a 
decade and a half without de-
bating these critical issues.

We are now three years 
into the war against ISIS and 
16 years into the war with al 
Qaeda and the Taliban and 
are still using the war author-
ity passed just three days after 
9/11.

It›s long past time for 
Congress to reassert its consti-
tutional prerogative, with this 
President and any other.

And for those who have considered but 
haven’t taken the steps toward 

community involvement, I strongly en-
courage you to join in. There is no greater 
way to feel a part of a community. There 
is no better way to make life-long friend-
ships, while dramatically improving the 

quality of life for us all. 
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(323) 309-2477

Choose Your Issue and Stay Engaged
By Nyla Arslanian, Los Feliz Improvement Assoc. President

Regardless of 
your opinion 
about the re-

sult of November’s election, 
there’s no doubt that it has 
energized citizens into action. 
If it helped remind us that our 
votes do matter and we need 
to pay attention to what’s go-
ing on, my Pollyanna nature 
thinks that’s a good thing.

What isn’t a good thing 
is a 20% voter turnout rate 
for our local elections. While 
those in Washington certain-
ly do have our lives in their 
hands, it’s our councilmem-
ber, mayor, assemblymember 
or state senator that reaches 
our community and into our 
pocket more frequently.

I’ve been active in com-
munity affairs for over 30 
years and the most valuable 
lesson I’ve learned is that our 
elected officials come and go, 
but we’re still here. In compar-
ison with the relatively static 
4th District (until David Ryu’s 
election), the 13th District’s 
five councilmembers versus 
two (Ferraro and LaBonge) 
looks like a revolving door.

The other thing I’ve 

learned is that politics is never 
easy. There are always at least 
two sides or factions and the 
tough choices aren’t fun or 
easy. And, although I staunch-
ly believe that our elected rep-
resentatives are OUR repre-
sentatives, I’m not always on 
the winning side and at those 
times, it’s critically important 
not to go away angry. Not 
much good comes from bad 
relationships. 

So, what am I trying to 
say here? 

We can’t just rely on our 
elected representatives. Not 
that they are not capable, hon-
orable and trustworthy, they 
are only as good as we make 
them. Our vital role is to en-
gage, share our opinions and 
be in dialogue. Sure, we can 
blow off steam, rant and com-
plain to our friends and neigh-
bors, but a lot of good that 
does. It’s the phone call, email 
or letter sent to City Hall that 
helps inform our city’s leaders 
and lets them know that we’re 
alert and watching.

My grandmother settled 
in East Silverlake in 1917 and 
never hesitated to let her coun-

cilmember know what was on 
her mind. Once, after a call 
downtown, she was told, “We 
have a name for you, Mrs. 
McPheeters.” Without skip-
ping a beat she said, “It can’t 
be half as bad as the name I 
have for you!” The point be-
ing, if she had a complaint 
about the neighborhood, she 
directed it to those who she 
thought could do something 
about it—City Hall. 

There’s never a dull mo-
ment in our community—
new developments, bike 
lanes, access to Griffith Park, 
homeless encampments, 
street repair, pot holes, and 
traffic, traffic, traffic. Pick 
and choose your issue and 
stay engaged. Our commu-
nity and quality of life is ev-
eryone’s business. 

Naturally, I encourage all 
residents to become members 
of the LFIA, which represents 
over 2,000 residents of Los Fe-
liz and has a 100-year record 
of accomplishment. That gives 
us a big voice, but it’s still a 
numbers game. So, stand up 
and be counted. You can and 
do make a difference.

Anatomy of a 
Neighborhood Council 
By Anne-Marie Johnson
Co-chair Silver Lake Neighborhood Council

I’m often 
asked to describe the Silver 
Lake Neighborhood Council 
(SLNC) and explain what the 
council does. These are impor-
tant questions and very easy to 
answer.  

Neighborhood coun-
cils were created by the City 
of Los Angeles in the early 
2000’s to help eliminate the 
communication and service 
gap between residents and 
city government. Like the 
Los Angeles City Council 
and the County Board of 
Supervisors, constituents 
directly elect neighborhood 
council board members. 
More importantly, neighbor-
hood councils are charged 
by the Los Angeles Charter 
to represent all residents and 
stakeholders in their desig-
nated communities.

The 21 regional and at-
large members of the SLNC 
board represent residents, 
businesses and stakehold-
ers within the boundaries of 
Silver Lake. Among other re-
sponsibilities, the SLNC and 
its 14 advisory committees 
insure that the community is 

fully informed about pertinent 
issues and that information is 
shared transparently. We also 
provide guidance, facilitation 
and mitigation to the commu-
nity and support (or not) for 
myriad Silver Lake residential/
commercial developments, 
new businesses, and licenses. 

Neighborhood coun-
cils receive an annual bud-
get, which can be used for 
grants, project funding and 
operational expenses. And un-
like community groups and 
homeowners or improvement 
associations, neighborhood 
councils and their advisory 
committees must adhere to 
the Ralph Brown Act, with all 
meetings open to the public 
and all meeting minutes and 
agendas publicly published.

There’s not enough space 
in this letter to list everything 
the SLNC has done, is doing 
and will be doing in the fu-
ture. For more information, 
please visit www.silverlakenc.
org and sign up to receive our 
fantastic newsletter.

We hope to see you at our 
next board meeting on June 
7th.

On-Demand Doctor House Calls
8 am to 8 pm, 7 days a week including holidays

Pay only your nomal PPO co-pay with:

Our licensed Pediatricians, Internists, and Family Doctors are  
experts in preventive, primary, and urgent care. 

No insurance, no problem. A Heal visit is $99 without insurance. 

To book a visit, go to heal.com or download the app

King Student Films Hit 
the Big Screen

Thomas Starr King Mid-
dle School will host their 
14th Annual Animation and 
Film Festival Sunday, June 
4th, at the Vista Theater in 
Los Feliz. 

The event will take place 
from 9:45 a.m. until noon, 
and will feature animation 
and film projects made by 
King students.

Students whose work is 
shown will receive Starlight 
Award certificates, signifying 
the relentless creative drive it 

takes to create a film.
The festival was founded 

in 2004 by Computer Ani-
mation teacher Kirk Palayan. 
Initially, it was held in the 
school’s auditorium, but the 
school was able to secure the 
iconic Vista Theater the fol-
lowing year, and it has taken 
place there each year since. 

Thanks to support from 
Lance Alspaugh of Vintage 
Cinemas and the Los Feliz Im-
provement Assoc., the festival 
is free to attend.  
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Metro Daycation: DTLA’s Little Tokyo/Arts District
By Juliet Bennett Rylah, Ledger Contributing Writer

Welcome to Metro Dayca-
tion, our series exploring Los 
Angeles’s Metro system. Each 
edition will present a host of 
entertainment and cultural op-
portunities, all located within 
one mile of a Metro stop.

The Gold Line services 
two side-by-side neighbor-
hoods that each offers their 
own delights: Little Tokyo 
and the Arts District. 

One is a wealth of Japa-
nese cuisine and culture, while 
the other is a mural-lined des-
tination for art and design. 

Get there by taking the 
Metro Red or Purple Line 
to Union Station, where you 
can transfer to the Gold Line. 
Take the Gold Line towards 
East Los Angeles and get off at 
the Little Tokyo/Arts District 
stop. 

BREAKFAST

Aloha Cafe
410 e 2nd Street

213-346-9930

eatatalohacafe.com

For a casual and affordable 

breakfast, try Aloha Cafe. Formerly 

located in Monterey Park, Aloha 
now opens daily at 8 a.m. in Little 

Tokyo’s Honda Plaza to serve up 
Hawaiian fare. Their breakfast 

menu includes French Toast made 

from Hawaiian bread, omelettes 
and spam & eggs. 

JiST
116 Judge John Aiso Street

213-792-2116

jistcafe.com

Chef Glen Ishii’s mother was 
in the restaurant business in 

Little Tokyo long before he and 

business partner Caroline Shin (a 

co-founder of Kogi BBQ) opened 

JiST Cafe. The cute eatery offers 

hearty breakfast and lunch 

items including their chashu 

hash skillet, katsu sandwich and 

TCHO chocolate chip and banana 
pancakes. They have both indoor 

and outdoor seating. Closed 

Mondays. 

MuSEuMS & ART

Japanese American National 
Museum
100 N Central Avenue

213-625-0414

janm.org

The Japanese American National 

Museum celebrates Japanese 

American history and art and 

culture through a variety of 

exhibits and programs. Current 
shows include an exhibit on the 

life of actor George Takei and a 

paper crane folded by Sadako 

Sasaki, a 12-year-old girl who was 

diagnosed with leukemia a decade 

after she survived the bombing 

of Hiroshima. Sasaki folded some 
1,300 cranes after hearing a legend 

stating that anyone who would 

fold 1,000 would be granted a 

wish. Though her wish to be cured 

was not granted, her legacy lives 

on. JANM is the only institution 

on the West Coast to have one of 

Sasaki’s surviving cranes. 

Visitors to the museum may also 

visit the Chado Tea Room at the 

Terasaki Garden Cafe, featuring 

over 300 teas from around the 

world. Admission to the museum is 

$10 for adults, free every Thursday 

from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Get $2 off and 

a 10% discount if you take Metro. 

The geffen Contemporary at 
MOCA
152 N Central Avenue

213-625-4390

moca.org/visit/geffen-

contemporary

once a police car warehouse, 

this massive, 40,000-square foot 

space now houses some very cool 

contemporary exhibitions, such as 
SoFT WoRK, a fabric installation 

from artist Sterling Ruby and 

Catherine Opie’s captivating 
photos of the 2009 inauguration of 

44th President Barack Obama—all 
taken of spectators and the scene, 

but not the inauguration itself. If 

you take the Metro here, you can 

get two-for-one admission.  

 

Hauser & Wirth Los Angeles
901 e 3rd Street

213-943-1620

hauserwirthlosangeles.com 

In addition to a rotating selection 

of contemporary exhibits, this 
gallery also offers a bookstore 

and the beautiful restaurant 

Manuela. order a cocktail and 

enjoy it in the public garden where 
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the chickens that lay Manuela‘s 

eggs can be found clucking in their 

pen. Recent exhibits have included 
artist‘s Jason Rhoades‘ fascinating 

and frenetic installations, while 

upcoming shows will feature work 

from Japanese artist Takesada 

Matsutani and Polish artist Monika 
Sosnowska. 

LuNCH

Kula 

333 e 2nd Street

213-290-9631

kulausa.com

For a very cheap lunch, hit up 

Kula Revolving Sushi in Japanese 

Village Plaza. Small plates of sushi 
go round and round on a conveyor 

belt. Grabbing a plate releases it 

from the belt and the plates go into 

a special slot when you’re finished. 
Specialty items can be ordered via 

an iPad. Most plates are around 
$2, meaning you’ll have cash left 
for mochi ice cream at nearby 

Mikawaya.

 

Sushi gen
422 e 2nd Street

213-617-0552

Sushi Gen has been around over 

30 years and there are still lines of 

people waiting for their popular 

$17 sashimi lunch special on a 

regular basis. Yet once you’re 
inside, the service is fast and tidy 

and regulars rave about the quality 

of the fish. Closed Sundays and 
Mondays. 

The Smile’s Di Alba
827 e 3rd Street 

213-620-6244

eatdialba.com

This charming, sun-drenched 

eatery offers salads, focaccia and 

exceptionally pretty desserts. 
Slide up to the marble counter and 

peruse their thick slabs of focaccia 

with toppings including smoked 

salmon and egg or fontina and 

mushrooms. For dessert, there’s 
the blood orange polenta cake or 

the moist rye brownie with a hint 

of smoked salt. 

SHOPPINg

Japanese Village Plaza 
335 e 2nd Street 

 

Japanese Village Plaza has just 
as many interesting shops as it 

does restaurants. There’s Kool’s 
Clothing Store for vintage-inspired 

fashions, while the Japangeles 

kiosk sells cleverly screen printed 

T-shirts, jackets and sweatshirts. 

Hello Kitty and all her friends can 
be found at the Sanrio Store, while 

the nearby Anime Jungle offers a 

wide selection of action figures, 
toys, DVDs, posters and more. 

One Santa Fe 
300 S Santa Fe Avenue 

 

A relatively new addition to the 

Arts District, one Santa Fe has a 

few unique shops worth checking 

out. Get books on art and design at 

Hennessey + Ingalls; comics, games 
and collectibles at A Shop Called 

Quest; or high-end housewares and 
fashions at The Voyager Shop. 

ENTERTAINMENT

Max Karaoke 

333 S Alameda Street, #216 

310-421-2550

maxkaraokestudio.com

Sing to your heart’s content at Max 
Karaoke Studio. Private karaoke 
rooms are relatively cheap to rent 

by the hour with prices as low as $4 

an hour per person during weekday 

happy hour (1 p.m. to 8 p.m.) or if 

you have a party of 25 or more.  

XLanes 

333 Alameda Street 

213-229-8919

xlanesla.com 

 

XLanes has all the family-friendly 

entertainment options one could 

desire: bowling, karaoke rooms, 

pool, virtual dart machines, 

and video games, as well as a 

restaurant serving American bar 

food, beer, wine and cocktails. It 

can get crowded in the evenings 

and on weekends, but reservations 

can be requested in advance 

online.  

SCRAP Real Escape Games
123 Astronaut ellison S. onizuka 

Street, unit 200 

realescapegame.com 

 

SCRAP was one of the very first 
escape room games to pop up in 

Japan and they’ve since brought 
their craft to Los Angeles. Teams 

must find clues and solve a variety 
of puzzles to escape a room or 

complete a task. SCRAP changes 
their room themes often, from 

time travel adventures to murder 

mysteries. The experience usually 
takes an hour—or less, if you are 
quick with the puzzles. Tickets 

typically range between $30-$45 

per person.

DINNER

Baldoria Bar + Kitchen 
243 S San Pedro Street 

baldoriadtla.com 

 

This modern restaurant is casual 

and sleek with a small patio out 

front. Find pizzas, share plates and 

bottled cocktails here. Favorite 

items include the 3-meat polpetti, 

the duck wings, ricotta toast and 

the Lil Tokyo Steak pizza topped 

with miso-marinated steak, yuzu 

kosho, mushrooms, tomatoes, 

onion and mizuna.  

Daikokuya
327 e 1st Street 

213-626-1680 

dkramen.com 

 

A hot, comforting bowl of ramen 

with a healthy dose of garlic is 

a great end to a day of running 

around in Little Tokyo. Daikokuya 

has been around since before 

trendy ramen shops with iPads 
for ordering were everywhere, yet 

there’s still often a line of people 
waiting to slurp down their rich 

broth. Cash only. 

 

Fritzi 
814 Traction Avenue 

213-537-0327 

fritzidtla.com 

 

Fritzi is a small eatery that serves 

burgers, salads and potato waffles, 
but they’re best known for their 
chicken, which can be enjoyed 

fried or rotisserie-style. The trick 

is to order through the take-

out window inside Arts District 

Brewing Co. so you can wash it 

down with a beer brewed on-site.

 

DRINKS

Westbound
300 S Santa Fe Avenue 

213-262-9291 

westbounddtla.com 

 

Westbound sits on the former site 

of Santa Fe Railway’s La Grande 
Station. Appropriately, this elegant 

cocktail bar’s handsome decor is 

inspired by train travel. They serve 

an ever-changing menu of seasonal 

share plates, which pair well with 

their sophisticated craft cocktails. 

Far Bar 

347 e 1st Street 

213-617-9990

farbarla.com 

Casual Far Bar is great for post-

work cocktails and catching up 

with friends, especially on their 

cute, tucked-away patio. During 

happy hour, which is Monday 

through Friday from 3 p.m. to 7 

p.m., they serve $5 bar bites, $5 

wells and $7 cocktails. 

EightyTwo 

707 e 4th Street 

213-626-8200 

eightytwo.la 

 

enjoy arcade games and craft 

cocktails at eightyTwo, a spacious 

bar featuring 50 classic and 

modern pinball machines and 

video games. They don’t serve 
food, but there’s usually a food 
truck parked nearby to keep 

patrons fueled as they pursue 

high scores.
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[EASTSIDE EYE]

Marciano Art Foundation Brings New Life 
To Masonic Temple
By Kathy A. McDonald, Ledger Columnist

The Scottish Rite Masonic 
Temple on Wilshire Boulevard 
is one of those local landmarks 
that appears to be from anoth-
er time. Although it was built 
in 1961 and designed by archi-
tect Millard Sheets (known for 
his mosaics and Home Savings 
Buildings), it echoes grand 
monumental architecture of 
the past. However, the Wind-
sor Square-adjacent build-
ing sat vacant and for sale for 
nearly two decades.

Enter art collectors Mau-
rice and Paul Marciano, broth-
ers who achieved success via 
the family’s self-made fashion 
enterprise, Guess? Inc. 

In 2013, they bought the 
Temple and began the long 
process of restoring the histor-
ic edifice. Kulapat Yantrasast, 
of the design firm wHY, had 
the task of converting the inte-
riors into striking galleries for 
the foundation’s contempo-
rary art holdings of more than 
1,500 objects.

“This is a dream come 
true,” Maurice Marciano said 
when introducing the building 
to visitors on a preview day in 
May. 

Marciano said his inten-
tion is for the space to serve as 
a forum for artistic expression. 

The 110,000 square foot 
building was the headquarters 
for local Masons, a fraternal 
order, and once held an up-
stairs ballroom, theater, offices 
and several private rooms. The 
designer envisioned the three-
floors of galleries as an artist’s 
playground.

“Millard Sheets’ architec-
ture was closed and private; 
our challenge was to make it 
open and welcoming,” Yan-
trasast explained.

To that end, the former 
auditorium is now a triple 
height gallery with cement 
floors and walls. The Mason’s 
elaborate stage has been trans-
formed into sunken room, 
called the Black Box. Current-
ly the all-black space is occu-
pied by a dramatic site-specific 
installation: Adrian Villar Ro-
jas’ 17-foot replica of Michel-
angelo’s David statue, entitled 
Two Suns (II), rests on its side 
in the most theatrical of poses. 

Jim Shaw: The Wig Muse-
um occupies much of the first 
floor. Painted stage backdrops 
(repurposed from the Masons), 
standing wooden cutouts and 
yes, even some wigs, are some 
of LA-based artist Shaw’s id-
iosyncratic and politically 
charged works on display.

The third floor is where 
the meeting of old and new is 
most visible. A balcony with 
sliding doors overlooks Han-
cock Park’s greenery; inside 
under arched steel beams is an 
expansive 13,600 square foot 
gallery. A Cindy Sherman mu-
ral, Goshka Macuga’s black 
and white wool tapestry and 
a series of Takashi Murakami 
paintings are just a few of the 
highlights in this temple to 
contemporary art. 

The Marciano Art Foun-
dation (4357 Wilshire Blvd.) 
is open to the public Thursday-

Saturday. Tickets are free and 
released each month on the 1st 
for the next month. Make ticket 
reservations via marcianoart-
foundation.org. Parking is also 
free. School groups are welcomed 
on Wednesdays at no charge and 
the foundation provides trans-
portation reimbursement for LA 
County Public School visits. 

Time for Dear Old Dad
Complied by Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer

Here are some of our fa-
vorite things to do with dad 
on Father’s Day, June 18th.

PASADENA CHALK FESTIVAL:
This Father’s Day Weekend 
tradition turns 25 this year 
and is pulling out all the stops. 
The sidewalks near the Paseo 
Colorado will be transformed 
into art by some of the world’s 
best chalk artists, including 
a “Chalk of Fame,” featuring 
movie posters and scenes rec-
reated in chalk, a classic car 
show and an area where kids 
can make Father’s Day cards. 
Free. Around the Paseo Col-
orado Sat. June 17th and Sun. 
June 18th, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
280 E Colorado Blvd., Pasa-
dena. Information: pasade-
nachalkfestival.com

FATHER’S DAY AT THE 
PETERSEN 
For Father’s Day, the Peters-
en will offer some rare oppor-
tunities to enjoy their collec-
tion of classic cars. You’ll be 
able to get a family photo in 
one of the Petersen’s vintage 
cars and some vehicles will 
have their hoods up so you 
can examine their engines. 
Meanwhile, in the Discov-
ery Center, kids will be able 
to create a #1 Dad trophy. 
Dad will particularly enjoy 
that you’ll save money with 
a special Father’s Day dis-
count: Buy one adult ticket 
and get one child ticket free. 
Free with museum admis-
sion. Petersen Automotive 
Museum, Fri. June 10th, 11 
a.m. 6060 Wilshire Blvd. In-
formation: petersen.org

AuTRY FAMILY SuNDAY
Celebrate Father’s Day at the 
Autry with a guided tour of 
the museum and gold pan-
ning. This Father’s Day will 
be extra special as it’s open-
ing day of the Autry’s new 
partially interactive exhibi-
tion on the history of toys 
and games in the West, Play! 
Free with museum admission. 
The Autry National Center 
of the American West, Sun. 
June 19th, Brunch: 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m.; Western Music Asso-
ciation Showcase: 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. 4700 Western Heritage 
Way. Info: theautry.org

ANDELL FAMILY SuNDAYS: 
FOLLOW THE RAINBOW 
Spend Father’s Day with the 
family creating and looking at 
art. First you’ll take a guided 

tour of colorful art in LAC-
MA’s permanent collection in 
the exhibit An Irruption of the 
Rainbow: Color in 20th-Centu-
ry Art. Then, the whole family 
will make art inspired by the 
exhibit. While you’re there, 
show the kids the moving cars 
of Chris Burden’s Metropolis II 
and perhaps even hold a picnic 
on the luscious Hancock Park 
grass. Free with LACMA gen-
eral admission. LACMA, Sun. 
June 18th, 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 
p.m. 5905 Wilshire Blvd. Info: 
(323) 857-6010, lacma.org

DRAMS FOR DADS 
How does your dad feel about 
horse racing, whiskey or 
brunch? If he likes all three, 
then you should take him to 
Santa Anita for Father’s Day. 
You’ll enjoy a tasty Father’s 
Day brunch buffet with profes-
sional racing handicappers. In 
addition to the complimentary 
drink you’ll receive upon ar-
rival, you can participate in a 

whiskey tasting session hosted 
by Woodford Reserve with a 
commemorative glass you can 
take home. 21 or older only. 
Tickets $95. Santa Anita Park, 
Sun. June 18th, gates open at 11 
a.m. brunch and first post are at 
1 p.m. 285 W. Huntington Dr., 
Arcadia. Info: santaanita.com

The Takashi Murakami room at the Marciano Art Foundation, which is now open. 

Photo: Michael Aushenker.
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[OuR BREAD AND BuTTER]

Hollywood Presbyterian Neuroscience Institute: 
Bringing the Highest Level of Care to the Community
By Kimberly gomez, Ledger Columnist

In the event of a major 
brain or spine injury, getting 
help fast is critically important. 
The Neuroscience Institute 
at Hollywood Presbyterian is 
designed to bring world-class 
care to the community rather 
than force patients to drive out 
of the area for the kind of care 
often available only in univer-
sity settings. 

Dr. Joung Lee and Dr. Sun 
Lee, both surgeons and leaders 
in the field of clinical neuro-
logical care, have been charged 
with assembling an elite team 
of neurological brain and spine 
specialties professionals togeth-
er under one roof. 

“Within the Neuroscience 
Institute, we are developing a 
comprehensive spine center, a 
brain tumor center, and also a 
skull base center, which I spe-
cialize in,” said Dr. Joung Lee. 

Their mission, says Lee, 
is for the multi-disciplinary 
team to serve to the commu-
nity the highest level of care 
possible, spanning over several 
different subspecialties that 
deal with all neurologically re-
lated illnesses. 

CHA Hollywood Pres-
byterian Medical Center 
(HPMC), has been a vital 
community based hospital to 
Hollywood and the surround-
ing neighborhoods of Los Fe-
liz, Koreatown and Silver Lake 
since its founding in 1923. 

A 10-year, $200 million 
plan to expand and modern-
ize its facility, including a new 
emergency department, has al-
ready begun to furnish medi-
cal staff and other clinicians 
with the tools they need to de-
liver top-notch medical care. 

Heading HPMC’s Neu-

roscience Institute not only 
brings Dr. Joung Lee back to 
be closer to family, it’s the re-
alization of life-long objective. 
Lee was six when he suffered 
a brain injury that left him in 
a coma for three days. He’d 
also lost a beloved aunt when 
she died after a brain surgical 
treatment. 

But it wasn’t until he was 
16 years old that Dr. Joung 
Lee, then a student at Fairfax 
High School, learned about a 
student who’d become para-
lyzed from an athletic injury, 
which finally set him on a path 
to become a neurosurgeon.

“That’s when everything 
clicked and it became my sin-
gular goal in life,” he said.

Dr. Joung Lee’s colleague, 
Dr. Sun Lee, also has a person-
al stake in the profession.

“Every neurosurgeon has 
a background and personal 
story on why they became 
one,” said Dr. Sun Lee, whose 
own father passed away from 
a neurologically related illness. 
It was this early experience, 
he said, that has driven him 
to develop some of the new-
est treatment methods used by 
surgeons worldwide.

“We chose [HPMC] for 
the neuroscience center be-
cause the location is very 
good,” said Lee. “This can’t be 
the university teaching institu-
tion that UCLA and USC are, 
but we can be a Cedars Sinai 
and bring the training, exper-
tise and experience to the com-
munity so patients won’t have 
to leave the neighborhood.”

“Five to 10 years from 
now when people say Hol-
lywood Presbyterian, they’ll 
have heard of the Neurosci-
ence Institute here,” said Dr. 
Joung Lee. “We want to be 
synonymous with highest level 
care in neurological illnesses.”

[THEATER REVIEW]

Inspired by Chekhov, Species 
Native to California Hits Atwater
By Marilyn Tower Oliver, Ledger Theater Critic

Noted playwright Doro-
thy Fortenberry’s new play, 
Species Native to California, 
explores the bonds between 
a landowning family in the 
Northern California wine 
country and the undocument-
ed mother and son who live 
with them. 

As the play opens, Skip, 
the family patriarch and for-
mer philosophy professor, 
expounds on karma with 
his daughter Zo, a New Age 
young woman who has ties 
to the land. He tells her that 
karma has a way of working 
things out—perhaps a predic-
tion of future action.

The formerly prosperous 
estate has fallen on hard times. 
The aging vines have stopped 
producing grapes, and the 
family is deeply in debt. Mara, 
a second daughter, arrives with 
her wealthy boyfriend Jeff who 
owns a technology start-up 
in Palo Alto. She is greeted 
by Gloria, an undocumented 
Mexican woman who lives on 
the estate with her college-age 
son Victor, who was only three 
years old when he crossed the 
Rio Grande with his mother. 

The sisters are at odds. Zo 
wants to restore the vineyard, 
but Mara hopes to bring in 
development to get the family 
out of debt. As the two argue 
about how to save the estate, 
Gloria tells the Mexican leg-
end of La Llorona, a woman 
who drowns her children in 

vengeance for her 
Spanish lover’s 
infidelity. Her 
ghostly figure now 
haunts the estate. 
As the plot thick-
ens, the characters’ 
relationships be-
come contentious. 
When their real 
feelings surface, 
the veneer of civil-
ity cracks.

Fortenberry, whose most 
recent work is The Handmaid’s 
Tale for Hulu, was inspired by 
Chekhov’s The Cherry Orchard 
when writing Species Native to 
California believing that many 
of Chekhov’s themes involv-
ing the land and those who 
live and work it are still valid 
today. 

Although the play is in 
English, much of the dialogue 
is also in Spanish.

The acting is strong. Espe-
cially memorable are Melissa 
Stephens idealistic Zo and 
Margeaux Susi’s more strident 
characterization of her older 
sister Mara. Tonatiuh Elizar-
raraz is convincing as the 
young Victor. Eileen Galindo’s 
monologue describing her per-
ilous trip across the border is 
especially gripping. 

I did have a few problems 
with the play. The setting—
just before the November 2016 
election—is perhaps a little too 
specific given the more timeless 
themes explored in the story. I 
also found La Llorona (Murielle 
Zuker) a confusing character, 
as in the end her influence was 
rather vague. 

Species Native to Califor-
nia runs through June 11th at 
Atwater Village Theatre, 3269 
Casitas Ave, Los Angeles. Fri-
day, Saturdays at 8 p.m.; Sun-
days at 7 p.m. Tickets $30 
(323)380-8843 or www.ia-
matheatre.com. Free (limited) 
parking.

Distinguished neurosurgeons, Joung H. Lee, MD and Sun H. Lee, MD, PhD, are 
leading the Hollywood Presbyterian Neuroscience Institute to bring world-class 
care and all of the neurological brain and spine specialties together under one 

roof. Photo Credit: Kimberly Gomez

Gloria (eileen Galindo) advises her son Victor (Tonatiuh 

elizarraz). Photo: Dean Cechvala.

WORRIED?
STRESSED?

DEPRESSED?
There are answers in this book.

BUY AND READ

DIANETiCS
T H E  M O D E R N  S C I E N C E  O F

 M E N T A L  H E A L T H

MAY YOU NEVER BE THE SAME AGAIN

THE #1 BEST SELLING BOOK ON THE HUMAN MIND

BY L. RON HUBBARD

PRICE: $25
4810 W. Sunset Blvd., LA CA 90027

Open daily: 9am - 10pm
www.scientology-losangeles.org/books

3178 Glendale Boulevard,  L os Angeles, CA 90039   

323.906.0088    www.pilatesmetro.com

Download Our New Pilates Metro App!

Go to your app store and search 
Pilates Metro or scan the QR code.
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Griffith Park Adult Community Center Calendar

Sunset Hall - Curriculum and Advocacy 

Programs for free-thinking older adults (323) 660-5277

Beginning Conversational Spanish 
Wednesdays 3:30-4:30 & Advanced Thursdays 3:30-4:30

Thanks to our ad sponsor Sunset Hall. They offer:

Wednesday, June 21, 12:00 – 2:30 pm, 
Lunch, General Meeting and Program

at Friendship Auditorium.  
Program:  

Volunteer Recognition and Live Music 
Doors open at 11:45.

You can sign up for lunch at GPACC between 10:30 and 11:30 am. 
Sign up at GPACC or call (323) 644-5579.

The Lunch Program: Lunch is served 5 days a week at the Center.  
$2 is the donation for those over 60 years. $4 for less than 60 years. 

Daily lunch is served at 12 pm. Come in for coffee and sign in at 10:30.

For Information on the Griffith Park Adult Community 
Club and getting a newsletter, call Stephanie Vendig at 

(323) 667-3043, or e-mail at vendig@sbcglobal.net

GPACC is located at 3203 Riverside Dr., just south of Los Feliz Bl.

[SENIOR MOMENTS]

Another Solution to Tackle Affordability 
By Stephanie Vendig, Ledger Columnist

Both the city 
and county 
of Los An-

geles have “stepped up to the 
plate” to confront the crises of 
homelessness, scarcity of hous-
ing, and the diminishment of 
affordable housing. All of us in 
Los Angeles County have been 
confronted with the enormity 
of this problem. How can you 
ignore those tent encampments 
or individual makeshift shelters 
that alarm and offend all of us?  

The older adult is very 
vulnerable to becoming home-
less. For example, I have heard 
stories from seniors who are on 
the verge of homelessness due 
to the fact that rents keep ris-
ing and they are on a fixed in-
come. I also hear of evictions 
because of gentrification. Then 
there is the older person who 
is applying for senior housing 
but finds a long waiting list. 
One friend told me the wait-
ing list numbered 800 where 
she applied.  

Recently, voters have cho-
sen to do their part by raising 
the sales tax in order to increase 
housing construction and to 
provide multiple services for 
some 50,000 people in Los 

Angeles County who are out 
of a home. Because the city has 
lost 75% of its state and federal 
funding for affordable housing 
since 2010, the City Council, 
in June, will vote on a proposal 
to levy a “Linkage Fee” on all 
new developments, including 

new residential construction. 
The fee would be linked to the 
size of the building. The pur-
pose is to offset the additional 
need they are creating for af-
fordable homes. The fees will 
establish a permanent source 
of local funding for affordable 
housing. 

More than 150 cities in 
California, such as San Fran-
cisco, San Jose, Santa Monica 
and San Diego already have 
this fee. The revenue would be 
used to fund construction of 
new units, or for rehabilitation 

and preservation of existing 
affordable units. It also could 
be used for down payment as-
sistance for affordable owner-
ship. It is expected to generate 
up to $92 million in funds 
each year. 

Affordability of hous-

ing has become a huge prob-
lem in Los Angeles especially 
since the city has the fourth 
highest percentage of rent-
ers in the country. According 
to a study released last year 
by Harvard Joint Center for 
Housing Studies, more than a 
quarter of Los Angeles house-
holds are spending more than 
half of their incomes on a 
place to live. Now that voters 
have committed to help pay 
for housing, the Linkage Fee 
would ask developers to pay 
their fair share too.

Sign up for the 

Los Feliz Ledger 

email newsletter 
in between  our regular 

publication dates.

To start receiving yours, please 

register at www.losfelizledger.com or

 email us at: newsletter@losfelizledger.com

 According to a study released last year by 
Harvard Joint Center for Housing Studies, 
more than a quarter of Los Angeles house-
holds are spending more than half of their 

incomes on a place to live.

RCFE Lic. 197608468, 197608466, 197608467, 198601646, 565801746, 197608291 © 2017 Belmont Village, L.P.

belmontvillage.com

The Community Built for Life.®

BURBANK  |  ENCINO  |  HOLLYWOOD HILLS 

RANCHO PALOS VERDES  |  WESTWOOD  |  THOUSAND OAKS

Distinctive Residential Settings | Chef-Prepared Dining and Bistro
Premier Health and Wellness Programs | Award-Winning Memory Care

Professionally Supervised Therapy and Rehabilitation Services 

When the symptoms of dementia affect a loved one, it can  
be confusing and heartbreaking. Created in partnership with  
leading universities, Belmont Village memory programs help 

residents and family members focus on what is there — not what 
is lost. Through uniquely personalized care and research-based 

exercises and activities, our specially trained staff provides  
the structure and support you both need.

He'll always be your dad.

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS!

LozFeliz_memory20years_2017.indd   1 5/15/17   5:17 AM
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SHERRI ROGERS 
srogers@rsrrealestate.com 

direct: 323.810.1473

bre #01420104 

RSR REAL ESTATE
www.RSRrealestate.com

assistant@rsrrealestate.com

office: 310.888.3377

ANTHONY STELLINI 
astellini@rsrrealestate.com

direct: 310.963.4205 

bre #01710680

ELISA RITT
eritt@rsrrealestate.com 

direct: 310.308.4287

bre #01410040

DOWNTOWN LA | OFFERED AT $1,699,000

940 2ND STREET #38

[REAL ESTATE]

Locally, Echo Park Surpassed the Hollywood Hills in Popularity this April
Regionally, A Familiar Tune: SoCal Sales were Low, but Prices Were High 

Southern California real 
estate sales in April 2017 were 
down 8.4% from March and 
4.8% from the same time 
last year to a total of 20,244 
homes or condos sold, accord-
ing to data from Core Logic, a 
real estate analysis firm out of 
La Jolla, CA.

These numbers marked 
the lowest sales for the month 
of April since 2014, and put 
this April 14.5% below the re-
gional average since 1988.

But according to Andrew 
LePage, a research analyst 
with CoreLogic, the drop isn’t 
necessarily cause for concern.

“At first glance, Southern 
California’s April 2017 home 
sales seem a bit underwhelm-
ing, especially after a strong 
start to the homebuying sea-
son this March when sales 

hit a decade-high for that 
month,” said LePage “How-
ever, compared with this 
April, March 2017 had three 
more business days and April 
2016 had one more business 
day on which deals could be 
recorded. When measured by 
the average number of trans-
actions recorded daily, last 
month’s sales were roughly 
the same as in March 2017 
and April 2016.”

Additionally, newly con-
structed homes and condos 
saw much lower sales than 
resale properties—new sales 
were about 39% below the 
April average, while resale 
properties were just over 11% 
below the average. 

Meanwhile, the median 
price paid for a home in South-
ern California this April was 

$485,000, the highest since 
August 2007. This April’s me-
dian was up 1% from March 
and 6.2% from April of the 
previous year. 

“Inventory remained 
low, and job and stock mar-
ket growth, coupled with low 
mortgage rates and strong con-
sumer confidence, continued 
to drive housing demand and 
keep pressure on prices,” said 
LePage. “The median price for 
a home hit an all-time high in 
April 2017 in Orange and San 
Diego counties, and it tied the 
record set a decade ago in Los 
Angeles County.”

Locally, there were 83 sin-
gle-family homes and 14 con-
dos sold in our coverage area 
this April.

After several months of 
the Hollywood Hills taking 

the lead for local home sales, 
Echo Park surpassed the 
90068 ZIP code in a photo 
finish, with 27 homes sold 
this month in 90026, com-
pared to 90068’s 26. The me-
dian price for the area was up 
too, about 4% from last year 
to $991,000. Echo Park’s 
condo sales did not fare as 
well, with only one selling 

this April for $440,000—
nearly 30% below last year’s 
median. 

Meanwhile, the 26 homes 
sold in the Hollywood Hills 
saw a 7.4% jump in median 
price, to $1.45 million. That 
neighborhood’s condo prices 
also took a hit, albeit a less dras-
tic one, of about 13% to a me-

1338 N Coronado St., a two bedroom, three bathroom, 1,380 square-foot echo 

Park home recently sold for $1.225 million.

see REAL ESTATE page 17



©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully suppor ts the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Oppor tunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker Logo, Coldwell Banker Global Luxury and 
the Coldwell Banker Global Luxury logo service marks are registered or pending registrations owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Broker does not guarantee the accuracy of square footage, lot size or other information concerning the condit ion or features of proper ty provided by seller or obtained 
from public records or other sources, and the buyer is advised to independently verif y the accuracy of that information through personal inspection and with appropriate professionals.

WEST HOLLYWOOD 
$1,850,000
622 N. Laurel Ave | 3br, 2ba + artist studios steps 
from Melrose.
Christophe Collet  (310) 739-2466

TARZANA 
$1,189,000
First time on market in almost 50 years, this mid 
century has that ideal floorplan.
Jane Schore  (323) 573-6562

SUNSET STRIP 
$1,999,000
1374 Miller Pl. Lots of charm, head on sweeping city 
views, in lower hills on best street.
Steven Spreafico  (323) 688-2175

SILVER LAKE 
$759,000
Opportunity to own a three bedroom and two bath 
home in desirable Silver Lake!
Yolanda Querubin  (323) 210-1419

SILVER LAKE 
$589,000
Large 2+2 pet friendly unit located in Cedar Lodge 
complex in the heart of Silver Lake.
John Anthony Christopher  (323) 906-2468

PACIFIC PALISADES 
$4,450,000
Apx 4,100sf of Traditional Architecture w/contemp 
finishes. 6,500sf lot. 5+5.5 smart home.
Brenda Catalano  (310) 777-6240

OUTPOST 
$4,995,000
2401 Outpost Dr | Open Sun 2-5 | Stunning Con-
temporary Home. 5bd+5.5ba & Theater Room
Tom Scrocco / Randy Isaacs  (310) 259-7355

MIRACLE MILE 
$1,899,000
Wonderful 1930’s Spanish duplex near the Grove 
w/ 2 bdrms, 2 baths. Delivered vacant.
Rick Llanos  (323) 460-7617

MID CITY 
$1,495,000
Fully remodeled Mid Century Modern in red hot 
historic Wellington Square. 5Bd/4BA.
Erik Flexner  (323) 462-0867

LOS FELIZ 
$1,579,000
Modern contemporary w/ stunning Observatory to 
ocean views in the coveted Franklin Hills.
Ross Carter  (323) 210-2380

LOS FELIZ 
$899,000
Great property in prime Los Feliz Village. Property 
needs work.
Laura Markosian  (323) 333-1431

KOREATOWN 
$699,000
Amazing opportunity to acquire a FOURplex in ideal 
Koreatown. 1Bd + 1Ba each units
Grace Kim  (213) 700-6833

HANCOCK PARK 
$2,100,000
Lovely side by side Duplex near Larchmont & Para-
mount Pictures.  4 bedrooms in each unit!
Lisa Hutchins  (323) 460-7626

GLENDALE 
$818,000
Absolutely stunning two bedroom, two bathroom 
Spanish home in prime Glendale.
Claudia Hipolito  (323) 906-2425

ECHO PARK 
$959,000
Echo Park duplex nestled in the hills. Griffith Park 
Observatory and Hollywood Sign views.
Peter Celli  (323) 665-5841

EAGLE ROCK 
$1,199,000
Premium Eagle Rock Tri-level Offers Views Unsur-
passed, 4+4, HW, & Renovated Interiors.
Grace Gaerlan  (323) 428-9747

DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES 
$3,795,000
One-of-a-kind penthouse boasting panoramic 
views. southparkpenthouse.com
Kerry Marsico  (213) 700-6515

DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES 
$1,495,000
Stunning 2+3 town home in the heart of South Park. 
Blocks from Staples Center and LA Live.
Kerry Marsico  (213) 700-6515

BEVERLY GROVE 
$3,695,500
806 N Stanley. Open Sun 2-5. New construction, 
5+5.5, office,theater, Gourmet kitch, pool.
Or Brodsky  (310) 623-2319

ATWATER 
$799,000
Spacious 3+2 home with detached studio in great 
neighborhood of Atwater.
Chris Corkum  (213) 595-1824
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Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s 
International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associated and are not employees of 

Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.  Boni Bryant CalBRE 01245334. Joe Reichling CalBRE 01427385.

For the Most Knowledgeable Home Sellers

BONI BRYANT & JOE REICHLING
Sotheby’s International Realty   |   323-671-2385   |   BryantReichling.com

NEW LISTING
2501 Nottingham Ave.
www.2501Nottingham.com

S O P H I S T I C AT E D  R E P R E S E N TAT I O N

[HOuSE AND HOLMES]

Sink, Sank, Sunk
By Rob Loos, Ledger Columnist

Whatever the 
etymology, I 
know there 

is no upbeat meaning for the 
word “sink.” People sink in 
quicksand … Leo and Kate 
sink while Celine sings about 
the Titanic … stock prices 
sink when the President tweets 
in the middle of the night. But 
until last week I thought our 
kitchen sink was an old pal 
who helped me wash a thou-
sand plates. 

Our kitchen sink looked 
so harmless—one of those 
stainless steel models with 
two sides that’s been dropped 
into the countertop—I think 
the technical term is bottom-
mounted, which is not a phrase 
I will ever use at a hardware 
store. I had never harbored a 
bad thought about my kitchen 
sink until it sunk me.

It was ten o’clock at night 
when I noticed that the Mexi-
can tiles on our kitchen floor 
were compromised by a stream 

of moving water—both sinks 
were cascading dirty liquid 
over the countertop, down the 
cabinets, and onto the tiles. The 
dishwasher was overflowing too.

Without hesitation, I 
speed-dialed my super-con-
tractor friend Dave, who was 
at his beach club staring at the 
moonlight on the waves with 
his girlfriend. 

“This had better be good,” 
he answered. 

“It’s bad, really bad!” 
I talked faster than a the-

atre patron cursing the price of 
Hamilton tickets. 

Dave tried to assess the 
situation, “So your drain is 
clogged and it’s flooding your 
kitchen?” 

Since the faucet was off, I 
answered, “Yes.” 

“What did you put down 
the disposal?” 

I mentioned pasta, orange 
rinds, and eggshells. 

“Bad. Did you use those 
pods in your dishwasher too?” 
asked Dave. 

“How did you know?” I 
answered. 

“You clogged your drain. 
Remember that drainage re-
lease cap we put outside under 

the kitchen window?” 
Honestly, I didn’t have 

a clue what he was talking 
about. 

Dave sent me outside our 
kitchen window and there was 
a small plastic cap about one 
and a half inches wide secured 
over the end of a pipe in the 
exterior wall. 

“Release the holder, get 
out of the way, and it should 
drain. I’ll send one of my guys 
with a snake in the morning.” 

I opened the cap and a 
strange concoction of dirty 
water, debris, and tiny bits 
of pod shells exploded onto 
the lawn. The kitchen sinks 
drained. 

The next morning Dave’s 
guy arrived carrying what 
looked like a twenty-five foot 
metal garden hose coiled in a 
reel. He “snaked” the pipe to 
the street. The sinks drain per-
fectly now, but after a slimy 
cleanup, my bigger flotsam 
and jetsam is headed for the 
trashcan. 

But no more sunk sink, 
which once again goes to 
prove, “If I can’t figure it out—
and I know that I can’t—my 
friend Dave can.”

[KEEN TO BE gREEN]

Defending America’s 
Natural greatness
By Meher McArthur, Ledger Columnist

For the last 
100 years, 

the National Parks Service 
has taken care of some of 
our country’s greatest trea-
sures. Currently it oversees 
409 parks, 23 national scenic 
and historical trails, many 
rivers and iconic monuments 
like the Statue of Liberty 
and Mount Rushmore. These 
sites welcome some 300 mil-
lion visitors annually. Though 
many visitors are foreign tour-
ists, many Americans surely 
agree with prize-winning 
novelist Wallace Stegner, who 
declared, “National parks are 
the best idea we ever had. 
Absolutely American, abso-
lutely democratic, they reflect 
us at our best rather than our 
worst.” 

Stegner, also an environ-
mentalist, understood that 
preserving nature, sacred sites 
and historic monuments is part 
of what makes a country great. 
However, President Trump 
recently signed an Executive 
Order reviewing all designa-
tions of national monuments 
greater than 100,000 acres 

created since 1996, threaten-
ing the status of between 20 
to 40 parks and monuments, 
including Bears Ears in Utah 
and Giant Sequoia in Califor-
nia. Calling their recent desig-
nation “a federal land grab,” he 
promised to “end these abuses 
and return control to the peo-
ple,” primarily by giving states 
control over the land, increas-
ing the likelihood of local 
property development and oil 
drilling.    

At a time when visi-
tor numbers to our national 
parks are on the rise, instead 
of shrinking federally protect-
ed lands and freezing federal 
hiring, maybe we could cre-
ate more jobs in these parks. 
Meanwhile, this summer we 
should all get out and sup-
port our National Parks, enjoy 
them we still can, and make 
sure to send all our federal rep-
resentatives a postcard.

Advertise in the

Los Feliz Ledger
(323) 741-0019
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SHANNON & JOEY FENTON  |  www.fentonla.com

YOUR NEIGHBORS AND 
LOCAL REAL ESTATE AGENTS

SOLD | 3135 LARGA AVE | $750,000

IN ESCROW | 5671 HUB ST  | $729,000

shannon@fentonla.com

310.365.6118

bre#:01906521

joey@fentonla.com

323.605.2780

bre#:01929905

 Nourmand & Associates |  6525 Sunset Blvd. ,  Suite G2, Los Angeles,  CA 90028

FOR SALE  |  3418 GREENSWARD RD | $769,000 IN ESCROW  |  3650 VERDUGO VISTA TER | $675,000

SOLD  |  5676 HUB ST | $900,000COMING SOON | ATWATER VILLAGE

including some instances of 
designated affordable housing 
units being leased for rents 
higher than allowed or to ten-
ants whose income far exceed 
the program’s limits.

The city launched the 
Density Bonus Program in 
2008 in response to a lack of 
affordable housing citywide.

According to Galperin’s 
report, the city is not only be-
hind reaching its goal to estab-
lish 100,000 new units of af-
fordable housing by 2021, but 
has also encountered program 
violations. 

In an audit titled “In-
come-Restricted Affordable 
Housing Units in Los Angeles: 
A Review of the City’s Density 
Bonus Program and Overall 
Oversight,” Galperin ana-
lyzed the program’s inception 
through 2014. 

In nearly 1,500 units stud-
ied—or slightly over 5%—
landlords charged higher rents 
to tenants than allowed, while 
over 450 units had tenants 
whose income exceeded the 
program’s guidelines. 

In more than two-thirds 
of those cases, tenant’s in-
comes exceeded the maximum 
allowed by $5,000, while one 
particular case revealed an in-
come excess of $149,000.

The report also indicated 
the HCIDLA failed to verify 
tenant incomes in about 4% of 
all affordable units before ten-
ants moved in.

“Better oversight tools are 
needed,” the report concluded. 

James Nash, a Galperin 
spokesperson, emphasized in 
an interview the study’s criti-
cisms related to a relatively 
small percentile of the nearly 
1,500 units studied.

“I would point out that 
the controller’s audit found 
reasonably adequate monitor-
ing and a 93% compliance 
rate with the terms and con-
ditions of the Density Bonus 
Program,” he said.

He also added that the 
city controller does not expect 
remedies overnight. 

HCIDLA Executive Offi-
cer Laura Guglielmo said too 
much weight has been heaved 
onto her department by the 
report.

“We think that programs 
that help these affordable 
housing projects get built 
are worth supporting, but we 
can’t expect one program to 
solve all of the city’s housing 
challenges,”  Guglielmo said 
by e-mail. 

Why there wasn’t tighter 
oversight of the program from 

HOUSING from page 1

see HOUSING page 19

Call for a complimentary property evaluation

4427 Santa Monica Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90029
Office: (323) 668-7500

CLukens@ClintLukensRealty.com
www.ClintLukensRealty.com

BRE Lic #01367014

We help 
people buy 
and sell
investment
property!

Advertise in the Los Feliz Ledger (323) 741-0019



Let us help you

F I N D  Y O U R  P E R F E C T
 1714 HILLHURST AVENUE  |  LOS ANGELES  |  CA 90027 

bhhscalifornia.com

©2017 Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices California Properties (BHHSCP) is a member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates LLC. BHH Affiliates LLC and BHHSCP do not guarantee accuracy of all data including measurements, conditions, and features of property. Information 
is obtained from various sources and will not be verified by broker or MLS. CalBRE 01317331

 
CHRIS SERRANO, LOS FELIZ BRANCH MANAGER, PROUDLY WELCOMES  

THESE AMAZING SALES ASSOCIATES TO OUR FAMILY

Are you currently studying for your real estate exam or thinking of getting your real estate license……
Call Chris at 323.671.1200 to discuss our tuition reimbursement program.

Mark Johnson
323.687.6343 
CalBRE: 02026351
mark.johnson@bhhscal.com

Grace Park
714.478.8580
CalBRE: 01904799
gracepark@bhhscal.com

Grant Sharp
323.482.6905
CalBRE: 02030525
grant@grantsharp.la

Trent Slatton
213.949.7957
CalBRE: 01805305
trents@bhhscal.com

$780,000  |  4455 Los Feliz Boulevard #601, Los Angeles |  2BD/2BA 
Rafik Ghazarian |  323.371.1511

$799,000  |  1907 N Alvarado Street, Los Angeles  |  3BD/2BA 
Victor Vasquez  |  310.562.5355

$798,000 |  5321 Candace Place, Los Angeles  |  3BD/1BA 
Brian Moore/Dan Mancinelli |  323.255.2600

$1,250,000  |  5915 Tuxedo Terrace, Los Angeles  |  2BD/2½BA 
Holly Purcell  |  310.890.4023
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Karen Lower

3 BED | 3.5 BATH | 1,928 SQFT  

2753 La Cuesta Drive 
Over Asking $1,500,000 with Multiple Offers

3 BED | 2 BATH | 2,000 SQFT  

2248 Kenilworth Ave, Silver Lake 
$1,399,000 with Multiple Offers

5 BED | 3.5 BATH + 1 BED | 1 BATH APT | 2,858 SQFT  

2242 Canyon Drive, Los Feliz 
$1,699,000 with Multiple Offers  

— 
Estate Director
karen.lower@compass.com
M: 323.804.8043

Exceptional services,
expert market knowledge, 
and Compass’ cutting edge 
real estate technology
offers a next generation 
experience.

3 BED | 2.5 BA + 1 BED | 1 BA APT + STUDIO | 2,860 SQFT  

2162 Lyric Ave, Franklin Hills 
$1,489,000

Just 
Listed

Sold Pending Pending

BUKOWSKI’S from page 1

on the building housing the bar. 
At issue is “Six Heads,” 

a mural Thrasher painted in 
1992, which the lawsuit claims 
was illegally destroyed nearly 
three years ago, when it was 
painted over and replaced with 
a mural depicting author Bu-
kowski, “ostensibly to promote 
[the] bar.” Thrasher is seeking 
$250,000 in damages.

Although it is not illegal for 
a building owner to paint over a 
mural, the Visual Artist Rights 
Act (VARA), a 1990 federal law, 
mandates the artist receive 90 
days’ notice in order to docu-
ment and preserve their work.

But the suit alleges bar 
owner Marci Siegel made no 
attempt to contact Thrasher 
before covering his mural. 

“Perhaps most shock-
ing is the fact that Thrasher’s 
email address appears on ‘Six 
Heads,’ and he could have 

been contacted,” read the suit.
Representing Thrasher is 

attorney Eric Bjorgum. 
Bjorgum previously rep-

resented artist Kent Twitch-
ell, who received a $1.1 mil-
lion dollar settlement in 2006 
when his downtown Los An-
geles mural “Ed Ruscha Mon-
ument” was painted over in 
violation of VARA. 

In an April 2016 inter-
view, Bjorgum had said his 
ideal outcome would have 
been to take no legal action 
against the bar. 

Instead, he said he would 
prefer, with Siegel’s blessing, 
to remove the new layers of 
paint and restore Thrasher’s 
mural, which he said could be 
done with relative ease.

Siegel said in a previous 
interview she “would not con-
sider restoring the previous 
mural,” and she declined to 
comment on this story. 

A Concrete Solution For a Difficult Move
By Allison B. Cohen

The emotional difficulties 
when selling a family home 
can be gut-wrenching for 
many, but for Endre Balogh, 
they were in concrete.

In late 1999, Balogh, his 
wife Mona and his father and 
children placed their hands in 
cement in the family’s Los Fe-
liz backyard during some con-
struction work.

“The cement was wet,” 
Balogh said. “It was near the 
millennium. I said, let’s stick 
our hands in it.”

But a handful of years lat-
er, Blogh’s son Antal, then 11, 
was killed in an accident.

So, when the house sold 
recently and it came time to 
leave, Balogh found walking 
away, for the last time, very 
hard. 

“I didn’t want to go,” he 
said. “I didn’t want to leave 
those handprints.”

Just before departing, 
Balogh said he snapped a pho-
to of the handprints.

“That’s the last time I’ll ever 
see that,” he said to himself. 

Enter realtors George and 
Eileen Moreno. They were 
hired to list and sell Balogh’s 
house, but they ended up do-
ing so much more. 

As a surprise, they had 
the handprints unearthed—
no easy task—and moved 
to the Balogh’s new home in 
Chatsworth. 

“It was quite a scene,” get-
ting the handprints removed, 
George said. 

Initially the realtors esti-
mated the concrete—about 4 
feet by 3 feet—weighed about 
50 pounds. 

As a crew worked to un-
earth the handprints, the 
weight was adjusted to about 
200 pounds. Finally, when the 
handprints were loaded into 
a contractor’s truck, everyone 
agreed they weighed more like 
500 pounds. 

“I try and never take no 
for an answer,” said Eileen. “I 
knew this would mean every-
thing to the family.”

The contractor who over-
saw the move was David 
McWhirter, and rather than 
charging the Moreno’s, he told 
them he was just “paying it 
forward.”

Now the handprints 
are safely re-planted in the 
Balogh’s new backyard sur-
rounded with river rocks. 

“[George and Eileen] are 
the sweetest people on the 
planet,” Balogh said. “They 
are extraordinary people and 
nursed us through the whole 
thing.”

The Balogh family handprints are now safely in the backyard of the family’s new 
home in Chatsworth, thanks to Los Feliz realtors George and eileen Moreno. 

From left to right the handprints belong to Endre; his wife Mona; children Csilla, 
Antal (now deceased), Katalin and the children’s grandfather, Ferenc. 
Photo: Courtesy of Eileen Moreno.

dian of $490,000 for the 5 sold. 
Los Feliz saw 16 homes sell 

in the 90027 ZIP code for a me-
dian price of $1.65 million—
the highest median home price 
in our coverage area, but still 
about 6% lower than the previ-
ous year’s median for the area. 
The area’s condos saw a price in-

crease of about 7% to $846,000 
for the 6 sold. 

In Silver Lake, 14 homes 
sold for a median of $790,000, 
about 20% lower than the 
previous year. Only two con-
dos sold in the area, but the 
median price for those was 
up 16.5% from last year, to 
$676,000.

REAL ESTATE from page 11



NOURMAND & ASSOCIATES REALTORS

Nourmand & Associates Hollywood

Howard Lorey I Brokerage Manager 

323.462.6262 I hlorey@nourmand.com

6525 Sunset Blvd. G2, Los Angeles, CA 90028

T h r e e  O f f i c e s . 

O n e  Re s p e c te d  N a m e .

w w w. n o u r m a n d .c o m

NourmandRE

@NourmandRE

@NourmandRE

6158 TEMPLE HILL, BEACHWOOD CYN      $1,845,000

1920’s Spanish 3bd/3bth. Great City views and original details.

Elena Jovis                           310.866.7385

6801 IRIS CIR, HW HILLS EAST                          $1,645,000 

1920s emotional Spanish with great character details on a large lot.

Eric Smilay                           310.600.9172

1534 PARMER AVE, ECHO PARK              $1,399,000

Hilltop gem w/ amazing veiws, 3bd/3ba, 2,228 SF, Built in 2009.

Gina Isaac                             323.829.8009

141 S AVENUE 57, HIGHLAND PARK                 $3,250,000 

LA Historic - Cultural Monument in the Higland Park HPOZ district.

Christine Bullard                            323.896.1186

5350 NEAL DRIVE, EAGLE ROCK               $2,300,000

Mid-Century, 5bed/5bath, 4,600 sq ft, 12k lot updated w/ pool.

Travis Bayles               626.230.4759

6823 PACIFIC VIEW DR, HW HILLS WEST        $1,179,000

3+3 contemporary architectural home near Runyon Cyn.

Karen Sharpe/Drew Bell                        323.359.5024

2381 W 31ST ST, JEFFERSON PARK                     $799,000

Gorgeous two-story Craftsman on peaceful tree-lined street.

Jennifer Eckert                                 323.543.3697

1311 WATERLOO ST, SILVER LAKE          $890,000

Development Opportunity in residential area near Silver Lake.

Elena Jovis                           310.866.7385

4040 VIA MARISOL, MONTEREY HILLS             $468,000 

Gorgeous condo with views of LA basin & city lights. Unit #322

Patricia Donnelly                             310.200.8181

1335 N AVENUE 45, EAGLE ROCK                       $649,000 

Classic 1922 tradit ional home above a tree-l ined street.

Joanna Suhl/Richard Michalowski                        213.494.7362

3367 SILVER LAKE, ATWATER VLG          $695,000

2+1 Mid-Century, open-beamed ceiling w/ open floor plan.

Eric Smilay                                   310.600.9172

3650 VERDUGO VISTA, GLASSELL PARK    $675,000

Amazing 2bed/1bath Glassell Park home with views and a yard.

Shannon/Joey Fenton           310.365.6118

6001 CARLTON WAY #PH405, HW        $695,000

Crisp and contemporary home in Hollywood. Penthouse unit.

John Podhor                               323.592.9750

3418 GREENSWARD RD, ATWATER VLG      $769,000

Updated classic 1925 craftsman in the heart of Atwater Village.

Shannon/Joey Fenton           310.365.6118

2603 CANYON DR, BRONSON CYN                   $899,000

Original condition character 2+1.5 Cottage in Bronson Cyn. 

Daniel Q Carson                        213.507.3030
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We do not guarantee accuracy of square footage, lot size, condition, features, or income provided by sellers, third parties, or public records.  Buyers are advised to verify accuracy of all information through independent inspection by professionals.  Buyers and sellers are advised to seek legal and tax advice when purchasing or selling real property.  Broker does not guarantee specific school availability.  Each office is independently owned and operated.
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John Chadbourne
(310) 892-3301

Working late?
Call me for details.

1st Amendment Fight Flares 
In Beachwood Canyon
By Andrew Murphy Davis, Ledger Contributing Writer

BEACHWOOD CANYON—
The Hollywoodland Home-
owners Assoc. is now requir-
ing petitioners gain approval 
from the association’s board 

and obtain $280 liability in-
surance to set up a folding 
table to gather signatures in a 
small public plaza, called the 
Village Green, that the asso-
ciation said it maintains. 

Petitioners were recently 
gathering signatures to try 
and convince city officials to 
remove parking restrictions 
that the homeowner’s group, 
which represents residents in 
the upper and middle portion 
of Beachwood Canyon near 
the Hollywood Sign, had ad-

vocated for in 2015. 
“I think it is unfair that 

there is a homeowners asso-
ciation that thinks they can 
determine for the entire [area] 

what happens on a small trian-
gle of land that belongs to the 
city and whether or not there 
is free speech on that cor-
ner,” said Eda Hallinan, who 
founded Beachwood Canyon 
United, the group circulating 
the petition in question. 

Requiring citizens to pay 
for insurance to exercise their 
right to petition, Hallinan 
said, is like putting a “price 
tag” on free speech.

Hallinan, who has lived 
see BEACHWOOD page 20

the get-go boils down to too 
much city bureaucracy and 
too small a staff, according to 
officials.

“Oversight of a Den-
sity Bonus Program in a city 
as large as Los Angeles is 
extremely challenging and 
requires a great deal of com-
munication and coordination 
between the developers and 
the city departments,” Gug-
lielmo said. “It also requires 
adequate staffing.”

HCIDLA is currently 
short staffed by almost half, 
typically with about a dozen 
employees. 

Guglielmo bristled at the 
notion that the percentage of 
violations found in the city con-
troller’s report constitutes any 
sort of abuse of the program.

 “Although we have iden-
tified and implemented nec-
essary improvements, 100% 
compliance 100% of the time 
is not realistic and does not in-
dicate abuse,” she said.

HOUSING from page 15

The local homeowners association says those  setting up tables on the Village 

Green, pictured above, must buy liability insurance.

Los Feliz Ledger
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in the lower portion of the 
canyon for 63 years and is not 
represented by the homeowner’s 
association, was made aware of 
these requirements when she set 
up her folding table to gather 
signatures at the village green 
on the first weekend in April. 

Shortly after, she said, a 
former board member of the or-
ganization approached her, took 
pictures of her table and asked if 
she had permission to be there.

According to Hallinan, 
later that week, she arrived 
home to find a letter from the 
homeowners association stat-
ing that she would need to seek 
approval from the association 
in the future if she wanted to 
petition further with her fold-
ing table on the Village Green. 

“These types of func-
tions must be approved by the 
[homeowners association] in 
advance and carry a liability 
insurance waiver,” the letter 
stated. “If there is a failure to 
comply you will be required 
to remove your event from the 
Village Green.” 

Hallinan later learned 
that obtaining the insurance 
waiver would cost $280.

“I think that there are 
people in the homeowners as-
sociation that want to keep 
restricted parking and they 

want to silence anybody who 
opposes that,” Hallinan said.

But the organization said 
the issue has nothing to do 
with free speech.

“We aren’t trying to pre-
vent her from petitioning. But 
since we carry the liability on 
the Hollywoodland Village 
Green, we needed her to get li-
ability insurance and indemnify 
Hollywoodland Homeowners 
Association and the city of Los 
Angeles,” said Tara Stephenson, 
president of the association. 

According to Stephenson, 
setting up a table qualifies as 
an event on the Village Green 
and the association routinely 
requires people holding events 
there to purchase insurance—
even the neighborhood’s year-
ly Easter egg hunt. 

“If she wants to stand there 
with a clipboard, she can do 
that all day,” Stephenson said.

But some free speech ad-
vocates said the homeowners 
association has no right to im-
pose these restrictions on pe-
titioners.

“Given that the Village 
Green is on land owned by 
the city of Los Angeles and the 
City Council motion estab-
lishing it made clear that the 
purpose of this village green 
was to be something akin to 
a traditional public square or 

public park, the homeown-
ers association has no right 
or authority to require people 
who want to engage in first 
amendment activity to notify 
the homeowners association 
in advance or show proof of 
liability insurance,” said Peter 
J. Eliasberg, Chief Counsel 
for the ACLU Foundation of 
Southern California.

The Los Angeles City 
Council motion establish-
ing the Village Green in 1996 
describes the small plaza as a 
“minipark” that would be “a 
place for people to congregate,” 
be “a model of a traditional 
village square,” and “serve an 
enormous public purpose.” 

The motion gave the 
homeowners association per-
mission to create the Village 
Green using a “revokable per-
mit,” which is a versatile per-
mit often used to allow private 
use of public right of ways, like 
sidewalk dining for example. 

But in this case, the mo-
tion calling for the permit ex-
plicitly stated that the home-
owner’s association would be 
“creating a park for the city.”

According to the ACLU, 
free speech protections are 
highest in areas considered to 
be traditional public forums 
like streets, sidewalks and 
public parks.

BEACHWOOD from page 19FORRESTER from page 1
and actions always matched. 
He was a keeper of confidences 
and loved to sing. His favorite 
musical artist was Stevie Nicks 
and his favorite sound was that 
of rain. 

He was a person you could 
count on. Forrester knew the 
value of giving back and used 
his expertise in public rela-
tions to raise money for the 
Multiple Myeloma Research 
Foundation and for the tsu-
nami victims of Sri Lanka. He 
owned John Forrester Com-
munications. 

“He was funny and 
charming and loved all the 
textures and flavors that made 
up his life,” Saker said. “John 
was a soldier of grace and 
courage, defying all odds dur-
ing his seven-year battle with 
cancer. He fought with intel-
ligence and valor, for he had 
an unstoppable passion for 
life. He studied long and hard, 
becoming a wellness expert, 
and was often called upon to 
counsel other cancer patients 
on holistic modalities.”

A reception, following the 
mass, was held at Michelange-
lo’s Ristorante in Silver Lake, 
where John’s friends filled the 
room with love and remem-
brances with common themes 
of “kind,” “humble,” and “full 

of grace.” 
 “John Forrester was my 

dearest friend—passionate, 
committed, professional, bril-
liant and a lover of life,” tal-
ent agent Gregory Mayo said. 
“Through John’s journey, I 
learned compassion, under-
standing, and acceptance. His 
influence guided me to become 
a better person—more hopeful 
and loving. John was an amaz-
ing and thoughtful person. No 
gentler soul will there ever be.”

 I was not blessed enough 
to have known John well. I re-
membered him fondly though, 
from the 1990’s, when Saker 
had the Rosetta Stone Gallery 
on Hillhurst Avenue, a gath-
ering place for creative types, 
artists and poets. 

John had a pleasant smile 
for all he encountered, from my 
memory of the times we inter-
acted at artist parties and such. 

Los Feliz Ledger Publisher 
Allison Cohen also liked For-
rester, whom she worked with 
forming a non-profit to help 
promote the communities of 
Los Feliz, Silver Lake and East 
Hollywood. 

“We were working on this 
project,” Cohen said, “and 
I had no idea of his illness. 
He sent me an email in early 
January saying he needed to 

see FORRESTER page 30
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THE HYDRA HOUSE 
HIGHLAND PARK | 5815 E. Springvale Drive
Offered at $1,480,000 | New Listing
This 2017 creation is the opportunity for flawless aesthetics with new construction ownership. 
Michelle St. Clair 213.304.4943 | Joey Kiralla 323.702.7001

1677 LUCILE AVENUE 
LOS FELIZ | New Listing
Offered at $1,784,262
New Mid-century 3bd/2.5ba + den and views. 
Rosemary Low 323.660.5885

5763 CAZAUX DRIVE
LOS FELIZ | New Listing
Price Upon Request
Los Feliz Oaks cul-de-sac. Canyon views.
Lynn Shepodd | Ann Saucier 323.301.6331

2558 CORRALITAS DRIVE  
SILVER LAKE | SOLD
Offered at $1,049,000
Spanish circa 1931 3bd/2ba with views.
Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

1643 QUEENS ROAD 
SUNSET STRIP | In Escrow
Offered at $2,297,000
4bd/5ba circa 1925 Spanish Villa with pool.
Konstantine V. |  Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

2184 MORENO DRIVE  
SILVER LAKE | In Escrow
Offered at $1,897,000
4bd/3ba with open floor plan and bright light.
Jeff Young 213.819.9630

1936 N. GRAMERCY PLACE  
LOS FELIZ | In Escrow
Offered at $1,595,000
Single level Mid- Century Modern 5bd/4ba.
Konstantine V. |  Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

1441 N BENTON WAY  
SILVER LAKE | SOLD
SOLD at $1,225,000 
Romantic 2bd/2ba, 1920s Spanish with views.
Rob Kallick 323.775.6305

2110 ROSELIN PLACE 
SILVER LAKE | New Listing
Offered at $869,000
Charming 3 level home with views. 
Rosemary Low 323.660.5885

1482 ANGELUS AVENUE 
SILVER LAKE | New Listing
Offered at $1,599,000
1960s mid-century modern remodeled.
Rob Kallick 323.775.6305

2415 PANORAMA TERRACE 
SILVER LAKE | In Escrow
Offered at $1,389,000
4 bedrooms, 3 bath and approx. 2,698 sq.ft.
Jeff Young 213.819.9630

2618 GREEN OAK PLACE 
LOS FELIZ
Offered at $1,020,000
2bd/2ba + den Los Feliz Oaks fixer with views.
Jeff Young 213.819.9630

2226 MORENO DRIVE
SILVER LAKE | New Listing
Offered at $1,997,000
3bd/ 3ba Spanish Colonial c1929 Lake Views 
Gail Crosby | Rick Yohon 323.428.2864

1942 LEMOYNE STREET 
ECHO PARK | New Listing
Offered at $1,895,000
Unique. 3 parcels & over half an acre of land.
Rob Kallick | Tatiana Tensen 323.775.6305

2209 CREST WAY  
HOLLYWOOD HILLS EAST | In Escrow
Offered at $1,497,000
3 bedroom  3 bath  Magnificent remodel.
Konstantine V. |  Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

6336 WEIDLAKE DRIVE  
HOLLYWOOD HILLS EAST | In Escrow
Offered at $1,089,000
Flexible Mid-Century post and beam 2bd/2ba.
Konstantine V. |  Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

1902 MICHELTORENA  
SILVER LAKE | New Listing
Offered at $9,500/month
Designer furnished 3 master suites, 3 baths 
Jeff Young 213.819.9630

T H E  A R T  O F  L I V I N G
S O T H E B Y S H O M E S . C O M

1917 N. WILTON PLACE  
LOS FELIZ
Offered at $1,989,000
Circa 1920 restored 4bd/4ba with pool.
Konstantine V. |  Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

4840 GLENCAIRN ROAD  
LOS FELIZ | New Listing
Offered at $1,900,000
Views of downtown to Wilshire Corridor.
Rosemary Low 323.660.5885



A Silver Lake Jewel with Panoramic Views

3421 Landa St, Silver Lake
3 BED | 3.5 BATH | $2,500,000

Luxury Living in The Oaks

2177 Fern Dell Place, Los Feliz
4 BED | 6 BATH | $3,499,000

Your Private Compound in Eagle Rock 

5025 College View, Eagle Rock
2 BED | 2 BATH | $849,000

Tracy Do
tracy@tracydo.com

323.842.4001
CalBRE #01350025

Architectural Home in Los Feliz Village  

1759 N New Hampshire, Los Feliz
3 BED | 3.5 BATH | $1,079,000

Tracy Do
-
Leading the way in Eastside 
home sales. Setting the standard. 
I provide exceptional service to 
every client, with a commitment 
to your goals and the resources 
to achieve them.

 
www.tracydo.com

Compass is a licensed real estate broker (01991628) in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only.
Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. To reach the Compass main office call 626.205.4040.
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A Silver Lake Craftsman, Ready for a New Day

863 Hyperion Ave, Silver Lake
3 BED | 2 BATH | $995,000

Corner Penthouse at Barker Block

527 Molino St # 401,  Arts District
2 BED | 2 BATH | $1,598,000

Altadena, 1964 

107 E Palm St, Altadena
3 BED | 2 BATH | $719,000

10 Modern Homes with Rooftop Decks 

1433 Waterloo St, Silver Lake
3 BED | 3.5 BATH | $1,059,000



Los Feliz Ledger

June 2017 www.losfelizledger.com Page 23Su Casa ReAL eSTATe

“The BUCK STOPS Here”

Harry Truman, my favorite Modern president, was 
famous for displaying a sign on his Oval Office 
desk that read, “The BUCK STOPS Here”.  Truman 
knew that the president, or any responsible person, 

including a Realtor®, is one who makes decisions:  “No one else 
can do the deciding for him. That’s his job.”  

Times may have changed since the Truman Administration, but 
not the need for personal service—especially in real estate sales.  
Many Realtors® today adopt a way of “passing the buck”—
technology and assistants—as shortcuts to success.  Here’s 
how some Realtors®, in my experience, pass the buck:

the property after taking the listing—not during the showings, 
inspections, appraisal or at the final verification of condition by 
the buyer.

as much work as possible, including showings, filling out 
disclosures, answering email and agent-to-agent contact.

supervision.

seller’s house to prospective buyers.  

calls.

I don’t work this way; never have; never will.  When you hire me 
as your Realtor, you get hands-on personal service from me, not 
a Realtor®-turned-micro-office-manager or a spear carrier.  

The BUCK STOPS with me.

Richard Stanley
#1 Agent - Los Feliz Office, 2015 and 1995-2009
Estates Director
Architectural and Historic Properties Specialist

rstanley@coldwellbanker.com
213 300-4567  cell / voice mail

©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark 
licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal 
Housing Opportunity.  Owned and operated by NRT LLC.  All rights reserved.  If your 
property is listed with another broker, this is not intended as a solicitation. CalBRE 
license #:   00971211

Silver Lake Chef of Trois Familia Nominated for “Oscars” of Food Award
By Michael Aushenker, Ledger Contributing Writer

Several local chefs were 
nominated for the 2017 James 
Beard Foundation Award, a 
prestigious epicurean honor 
often shorthanded as the “Os-
cars of the food world.”

Ludo Lefebvre of Silver 
Lake’s Trois Familia and the 
Hancock Park-adjacent Trois 
Mec on Highland Avenue and 
Michael Cimarusti of Provi-
dence just north of Hancock 
Park on Melrose Avenue, were 
each nominated for Best Chef 
of the West.

The category pitted the 
chefs against each other and 
versus Jeremy Fox of the Santa 
Monica restaurant Rustic Can-
yon; Travis Lett of the Venice 
eatery Gjelina and counter-
parts at a pair of San Francisco 
establishments: Dominique 
Crenn of Atelier Crenn and 
Corey Lee at Benu, who ulti-

mately finished in front. 
In other categories, Mar-

garita Manzke of La Brea Av-
enue’s République was nomi-
nated for Outstanding Pastry 

Chef alongside national rivals 
from New York, Cambridge, 
New Orleans and Birming-
ham, Alabama.  

Ultimately, Manzke—
who co-owns Republique 
with husband and chef Walter 
Manzke—lost the category to 
Ghaya Oliveira of Daniel in 
New York. 

The James Beard Awards 
have been awarded annually 
in May since 1990. 

Named after “the Dean 
of American Cookery,” late 

cookbook author James Beard, 
the New York-based James 
Beard Foundation was formed 
in 1986 by Peter Kump, a for-
mer student of Beard’s and the 
founder of New York’s Insti-
tute of Culinary Education.

The 2017 winners were 
announced at a May 1st black-
tie ceremony in Chicago host-

ed by “Modern Family” star 
Jesse Tyler Ferguson.

The James Beard Foun-
dation also honored Su-
zanne Goin with the 2017 
Who’s Who award. Goin, in 
past years a multiple James 
Beard award-winner, is the 
chef—with partner Caroline 
Styne—behind Angeleno fa-
vorites A.O.C. Wine Bar in 
Beverly Grove, Lucques in 
West Hollywood and Tavern 
in Brentwood. 

 “It truly is an amazing 
and somewhat of a daunting 
honor to be included with 
so many incredibly talented 
people, some of them former 
chefs of mine and others who 
are heroes I have worshiped 
for years,” Goin said in an in-
terview, ticking off such lumi-
nary culinary figures as Julia 
Child,  Jean-Georges Vongeri-

chten, Judy Rogers, Nancy Sil-
verton and Jacques Pépin. “It 
feels surreal to be included on 
the list with them.” 

Goin said the awards at-
tention is exciting but ulti-
mately, she said, she wants to 
“keep cooking the foods I love 
and working with my beloved 
staff. That’s my biggest profes-
sional reward.” 

Recently, Goin and Styne 
partnered with the France’s 
“Sodexo” to provide fine din-
ing at the Hollywood Bowl.  

Goin said Los Angeles’s 
dining scene has changed 
so much since she and Styne 
opened Lucques nearly two 
decades ago. 

“[There has never] never 
been so many small, interest-
ing, chef-driving, eclectic and 
diverse restaurants in Los An-
geles,” Goin said.

Soundgarden’s Cornell Buried at Hollywood Forever 
By Michael Aushenker, Ledger Contributing Writer

Chris Cornell, front man 
for the alternative rock groups 
Soundgarden and Audioslave, 
was interred at Hollywood 
Forever Cemetery May 26th.

The 52-year-old vocal-
ist and songwriter was found 
dead on May 17th in a Detroit 
hotel room while on tour with 

Soundgarden. 
While Cornell’s death has 

been ruled a suicide by hang-
ing, his family was challeng-
ing the coroner’s report at press 
time, noting that the singer 
had a prescription for the anti-
anxiety drug Ativan and may 
have impaired his judgment by 

taking a high dosage.
“Without the results of 

toxicology tests, we do not 
know what was going on with 
Chris—or if any substances 
contributed to his demise,” 
Cornell’s family said in a state-
ment.

Formed in 1984, Sound-
garden—alongside Nirva-
na, Pearl Jam and Alice in 
Chains—was at the forefront 
of rock’s Grunge movement. 

Soundgarden became the 
first of that genre on a major 
label when the band signed 
with A&R Records in 1988.

In 2001, Cornell formed 
Audioslave with Rage Against 
the Machine members Tom 
Morello, Tim Commerford 
and Brad Wilk.

Playing rhythm guitar in 
both bands, Cornell became 
best known for such songs as 
“Black Hole Sun,” “Spoon-
man,” “Like a Stone” and 
“Rusty Cage.”

Ludo Lefebvre of Silver Lake’s Trois Familia and 

the Hancock Park-adjacent Trois Mec on Highland 

Avenue and Michael Cimarusti of Providence just 

north of Hancock Park on Melrose Avenue, were 

each nominated for Best Chef of the West.
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“I think we need to have 
access to the Hollywood Sign, 
both for residents and people 
who come here,” Garcetti said 
in the ABC7 interview. 

“One of the ideas I’m 
looking at … is what could we 
do to actually bring people to 
the summit, to where the Hol-
lywood Sign is, without going 
through the neighborhoods 
to the south. Could we come 
up from Universal Studios? 
Could we even have a gondola 
that goes up there or some-
thing that brought people 
there, [that] would earn mon-
ey that we could put back into 
traffic mitigation and improv-
ing [Griffith] [P]ark?”

But Garcetti’s aides a few 

weeks later would not commit 
to whether or not the Mayor 
is pushing for a gondola or 
tram to ferry hikers, pedes-
trians and tourists to the 
Hollywood Sign, but only of-
fered this comment: “Mayor 
Garcetti is open to exploring 
ideas that ease congestion and 
encourages creative thinking 
when looking at ways to give 
Angelenos and tourists bet-
ter access to the Hollywood 
Sign and other iconic land-
marks and destinations,” said 
George Kivork, Garcetti’s 
press secretary. 

The gondola idea quick-
ly became the biggest story 
coming out of Garcetti’s 
wide ranging, 20-minute in-
terview with the local televi-
sion station—sparking arti-
cles in the Los Angeles Times, 
Curbed LA, LAist, Los Angeles 
Magazine and other publica-
tions. Additionally, the topic 
was also discussed on local 
radio.

But just weeks later, the 
idea appears to have no legs. 

“Are people still talking 
about that? I thought that 
was all over and done with 
two weeks ago,” said Mar-
ian Dodge, vice president of 
Friends of Griffith Park, a 
non-profit organization that 
promotes preservation of and 
access to Griffith Park. “It 
does not solve the basic issue 
of public access to the park,” 
Dodge said. “It does not 
get the Beachwood Gate re-
opened.”

In mid-April, the city 
closed the Beachwood Gate, a 
popular entrance to the Hol-
lywood Sign’s hiking trails at 
the end of Beachwood Drive. 

The closure was the result of 
a lawsuit between the city 
and the Sunset Ranch, a lo-
cal horse stable located beyond 
the Beachwood Gate entrance 
to Griffith Park.

Dodge said a gondola 
could also compromise the 
very thing that makes the park 
so special.

“What many people say 
they like about Griffith Park is 
the urban wilderness, it’s that 
you can live in a huge urban 
area and be away from it all in 
just a few minutes and having 
a gondola swinging over your 
head destroys the urban wil-
derness atmosphere,” she said.

The Hollywoodland 
Homeowners Assoc., which 
represents many households 

in the upper portion of Beach-
wood Canyon closest to the 
Hollywood Sign, however, 
said they would be open to the 
gondola idea.

“We support and look for-
ward to working with the city 
towards anything that will 
alleviate the stress not only 
on our neighborhood, but on 
all the neighborhoods that 
abut Griffith Park,” said Tara 
Stephenson, the association’s 
president.

Stephenson said her orga-
nization has heard many ideas 
over the years to solve the Hol-
lywood Sign issue, and that 
they would be open to such a 
solution if the idea were to re-
gain traction. 

“I’m not saying: yes, the 
gondola is the solution. [But] 
we want to work with the city 
to find a plan,” Stephenson 
said.

The idea for a gondola or 
tramway has been discussed 
over the decades, most recent-
ly in 2005, when a consultan-
cy group called Melendrez rec-
ommended it again in a new 
“Master Plan,” for the park, 
commissioned by then Los 
Angeles City Councilmember 
Tom LaBonge.

Melendrez also recom-
mended other changes to the 
park including a destination 
restaurant, a hotel and a so-
called “Pleasure Pier” over the 
Los Angeles River connecting 
Griffith Park to Atwater Vil-
lage. 

The consultancy’s recom-
mendation was widely panned, 
with many saying such chang-
es would overly commercialize 
the park, likening it to “Dis-
neyfication.” 

GONDOLA from page 1

“I’m not saying: yes, the gondola is 
the solution. [But] we want to work 

with the city to find a plan.”
— Tara Stephenson, President, 

Hollywoodland Homeowners Assoc.

Hollywood Presbyterian 
NEUROSCIENCE INSTITUTE

Hollywood Presbyterian Neuroscience Institute is dedicated to providing 
advanced neurosurgical treatment in a compassionate and caring 
environment. Our neurosurgeons are highly experienced in all aspects 
of advanced neurosurgery, including skull base surgery, complex spine 
surgery, and minimally invasive surgery. In fact, they are the experts 
who developed some of the newest treatment methods used by other 
surgeons worldwide.

Led by distinguished neurosurgeons Joung H. Lee, MD, and Sun H. Lee, 
MD, PhD, Hollywood Presbyterian Neuroscience Institute will provide 
you with the experience, expertise, and personal attention when you 
need us most.

Sunset Blvd

Fountain Ave

Hollywood Fwy

101

Ve
rm

on
t A

ve

Santa Monica Blvd

1300 North Vermont Avenue
Doctors Tower, Suite 100 
(Specialty Care Center)
Los Angeles, CA 90027

Call us today for an appointment 
or second opinion 323.913.4356.

Joung Lee, MD, is an internationally renowned authority in the field of skull 
base surgery. Dr. Lee served as the Professor and Founding Director of the 
esteemed Cleveland Clinic Skull Base Surgery Center, where he established 
one of the largest skull base surgery programs in the world. A noted leader 
in the treatment of meningioma, Dr. Lee has accumulated one of the largest 
experiences in the world in meningioma surgery, having performed more than 
1,200 cases.

   Joung H. Lee, MD

Sun H. Lee, MD, PhD, is a fellowship-trained, board-certified neurosurgeon 
specializing in complex spine and brain tumor surgery. Most notably, Dr. Lee 
served as Professor of Neurosurgery at Rutgers State University of New 
Jersey - Robert Wood Johnson Medical School. Prior to that, he was on the 
faculty at the prestigious Thomas Jefferson University in Philadelphia, where 
he completed a second full set of neurosurgical residency and spine fellowship. 
Dr. Lee’s extensive experience and training in complex spine and brain surgery 
has distinguished him as one of the leaders in this arena, performing more than 
4,000 complex operations throughout his esteemed career.

   Sun H. Lee, MD, PhD

Expert care 
when you 
need us most

Joung H. Lee, MD, and 
Sun H. Lee, MD, PhD
Hollywood Presbyterian 
Neuroscience Institute

Expert care 
when you 
need us most
Joung H. Lee, MD, and 
Sun H. Lee, MD, PhD
Hollywood Presbyterian 
Neuroscience Institute
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John Marshall Wins Prestigious 
gold Ribbon Award
By Michael Aushenker, Ledger Contributing Writer

FRANKLIN HILLS—Los Feliz-
based John Marshall High 
School has been named one 
of the 275 California middle 
schools and high schools rec-
ognized this year by the state’s 
Gold Ribbon Schools Awards 
Program.

“These terrific schools are 
leading the way in embracing 
our new rigorous academic 
standards and showing others 
how to help students succeed 
on their way to 21st century 
careers and college,” said State 
Superintendent of Public In-
struction Tom Torlakson in a 
statement. “I look forward to 
travelling the state to honor 
these schools and to help share 
the programs, methods, and 
techniques that are working.” 

John Marshall was among 
the 477 middle schools and 
high schools to apply for the 
2017 honor.   

The California Dept. of 
Education created the Cali-
fornia Gold Ribbon Schools 
Award in place of the erstwhile 
California Distinguished 
Schools Program. 

The recently installed 
Gold Ribbon Awards recog-

nizes California schools that 
have made gains in imple-
menting the academic content 
and performance standards 
adopted by the State Board 
of Education, including the 
California Standards for 
English Language Arts and 
Mathematics, California Eng-
lish Language Development 
Standards and Next Genera-
tion Science Standards. Gold 
Ribbon awardees also include 
Title I schools, recognized as 
Academic Achieving Schools.  

Patricia Heideman—now 
finishing up her third year 
as principal at Marshall—is 
proud of the school’s achieve-
ments under her watch. 

Marshall was invited to 
apply to the Gold Ribbon pro-
gram based upon student per-
formance on the “Smarter Bal-
anced Assessment Consortium” 
state assessments. 

Marshall students out-
performed the state average in 
both mathematics and Eng-
lish, according to Heideman, 
who said she has seen test 
scores at the Los Feliz campus 
improve.

“What has made the dif-

ference in recent years is the 
implementation of the Com-
mon Core Curriculum,” she 
said. “The necessary shift in 
teaching practices to meet the 
new state standards created 
the opportunity for teachers to 
examine current practice more 
closely.”

However, she believes 
that what really worked in 
Marshall’s favor to earn Gold 
Ribbon status has been an ac-
ademic structure in the form 
of consolidations of teachers 
and curriculum that make for 
a more intimate and specific 
educational focus.

“Marshall identified the 
collaborative structures we 

have put in place as a major 
factor,” Heideman said. 

The principal refers to 
these groups as Professional 
Learning Communities—
small teams of teachers pro-
viding instruction on the same 
or similar subjects. 

“Teachers collaborate in 
these small teams to capitalize 
on their collective intelligence 
and experience,” Heideman 
said. “They review curriculum, 
create unit plans and common 
assessments and examine stu-
dent achievement data in their 
[learning communities] in or-
der to provide a rigorous expe-
rience for the students.”

At Marshall, students can 

also choose among four small 
“academies:” Marshall Gifted/
Highly Gifted Magnet, Mar-
shall Liberal Arts, School for 
Advanced Studies and the 
School for Environmental 
Studies.  

“These academies help 
students establish a sense of 
belonging at the school by 
providing more personalized 
instruction and interaction 
between adults and students 
strengthening student connec-
tion to the school,” Heideman 
said. 

This is not the first time 
that John Marshall has won 
awards and accolades, Heide-

see MARSHALL page 27

John Marshall High School (pictured) was recognized as one of this year’s California Gold Ribbon Schools. 
Photo: johnmarshallhs.org



Los Feliz Ledger

Page 26 www.losfelizledger.com June 2017SCHOOL NEwS

The Brains Behind 
@losfelizdaycare
By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer

Since 2013, comedian Ja-
son Shapiro has been in charge 
of Los Feliz Daycare. But be-
fore you start filling out an ap-
plication, you should know it’s 
not an actual school. 

Los Feliz Daycare, or 
more accurately @losfelizday-
care is a satirical Twitter ac-
count razzing hipster parents 
and the news of the day and 
has over 88,000 followers. The 
Ledger sat down with Shapiro 
to talk about the account and 
how he keeps it fresh.

What’s your comedic back-
ground?
I’ve been working in TV since 
2009. I was an assistant on 
shows like Lost and Parks and 
Recreation and then a writ-
er’s assistant on Once Upon 
A Time. I also took classes 
at the Upright Citizen’s Bri-
gade. I was trying to get spec 
scripts and stuff out there 
through the normal entertain-
ment industry routes, but also 
through Twitter. I’ve had a 
number of different parody ac-
counts. When I was on Once, 
I started an account called @
SciFiBoy2 who’s basically an 
angry 14-year-old kid and I’d 
use that to prank the writers. 
I’d tweet, “Hey Dan, you’re 
the worst writer ever. Sarah 
Connor Chronicles was a terri-
ble show.” I hoped the writers 
would start talking about this 
angry kid and it happened. 

Are you from Los Feliz?
I’m from a suburb of Minne-
apolis and came out here in 
the summer of 2009. When I 
started the account in 2013, it 
was more of an outsider’s per-
spective.

How did Los Feliz Daycare 
get started?
I worked on the spin-off show 
Once Upon A Time In Wonder-
land and in the writers’ room, 
they’d spend a lot of time 
talking about their kids. A co-
worker came in talking about 
her kid’s pre-school where she 
was scolded for sending white 
bread in the lunch. I started 
this account to try to trick the 
writers. The first couple tweets 
were trying to poach them 

from their current pre-schools. 
I was like “We’re a progressive 
school. We don’t believe in 
the color red, it’s too violent.” 
It lasted a day before I came 
clean (to my parent/writer 
friends), but I was having so 
much fun and got good feed-
back and I ran with it.

What are the rules for writ-
ing the character of Los Feliz 
Daycare?
That’s the fun part. I love to 
contradict myself. I love to 
create a rule and then have a 
tweetstorm of backlash. There 
was a tweet once where I said 
an almond was found on cam-
pus, so it was a “Code Beige” 
and we’re moving all the kids 
to the cellar. From there, I 
thought it would be funny if 
parents didn’t like beige for the 
code, so I started apologizing 
for that. The most fun I have 
with the character is when 
it’s clear we don’t have rules. 
It’s kind of new agey, touchy-
feely. I’m a 29-year old dude 
with no kids, so I’m imagining 
what these schools are like and 
sometimes I hit it dead on. 

Did you ever think you’d 
still be doing this account 
four years later?
I didn’t. What’s fun is that it’s 
something that’s clearly not go-
ing away. I hope it’s something 
that will be even more fun when 
I am a parent. It’s kind of an ev-
ergreen thing, so I can keep it 
topical. It started as “Here are 
the rules of the school” and 
now it’s “What’s going on in 
the news and what’s the Los Fe-
liz Daycare spin on this?” Like 
Fyre Festival, that’s the Los Fe-
liz Daycare trustafarian kids in 
10 or 15 years. 

Have you ever been mistak-
en for a real school?
Someone reached out to me 
from Indiana, this woman who 
was a state regulator. She was 
tweeting to me, really interested 
in the philosophy of the day-
care. Up until 2015, I got emails 
at least once a month from fam-
ilies interested in checking out 
the school. I wouldn’t respond 
because I know it’s stressful (for 
parents finding daycare for their 
kids) and I didn’t want to create 
any bad karma. 

Has the account helped your 
career?
I sold a pitch in 2015 to write a 
pilot based on LFDC. It didn’t 
end up getting made, but that 
experience led me to a really 
cool company in Venice called 
Knock Knock. I’ve writ-
ten a satirical guided journal 
for them called The Memory 

Jason Shapiro

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

John Marshall  
High School  
Class of 2017 

 
 
 

Accepted to the Following Institutions 
 

American University Paris Macalester College 

Arizona State University Middlebury College 

Azusa Pacific University Mt. St. Mary’s University 

Bard College New York University 

Beloit College Occidental College 

Brandeis University Oregon State University 

Brown University Reed College 

Carnegie Mellon Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 

Centre College Ripon College 

Chapman University Rochester Institute of Technology 

Clark University Sarah Lawrence College 

Cornell University Simmons College 

CSU Fullerton Swarthmore University 

CSU Northridge Syracuse University 

CSU, Dominguez Hills Tulane University 

CSU, Long Beach UC Merced 

CSU, Los Angeles UC Riverside 

CSU, Monterey Bay UC San Diego 

CSU, Northridge UC, Berkeley 

CSU, Pomona UC, Davis 

CSU, San Francisco UC, Irvine 

CSU, San Jose UC, Merced 

CSU, San Luis Obispo UC, Riverside 

CSU, Stanislaus UC, San Diego 

Daeman College UC, Santa Barbara 

Dartmouth University UC, Santa Cruz 

Goucher College UCLA 

Guilford College University of Oregon 

Gustavos Adolphus College University of Rochester 

Harvey Mudd College University of the Pacific 

Hollins University University of Southern California 

Howard University Vanderbilt University 

Kalamazoo College Washington & Jefferson 

Knox College Washington University in St. Louis 

Lewis & Clark College Wesleyan University 

Los Angeles City College Whitman College 

Loyola Marymount University Whitworth University 

MA College of Liberal Arts Willamette University 

 Worcester Polytechnic Institute 

The Faculty and Staff of John Marshall High School wish 
you the very best.  We know that you will make us proud. 

GO BARRISTERS! 

see DAYCARE page 28



Los Feliz Ledger

June 2017 www.losfelizledger.com Page 27SCHOOL NEwS

WESTRIDGE SCHOOL CL ASS  o f  2017

Members of the 
Westridge Class of 2017

will continue their 
educational pursuits at the 

following institutions:

Congratulations

W E S T R I D G E  S C H O O L    • An independent, forward-thinking girls’ school committed to educating  
     intellectually adventurous thinkers, and courageous, compassionate leaders.
324 MADEL INE DRIVE,  PASADENA,  C AL IFORNIA 91105 • 626.799.1153 • WWW.WESTRIDGE.ORG

Boston University  (3)
University of British Columbia  
California Baptist University
California Institute of Technology  
California Polytechnic State  
 Univ., San Luis Obispo (3)
University of California at:
 Berkeley (9)
 Los Angeles  
 Santa Cruz

Carnegie Mellon University (2)
Chapman University
University of Chicago (2)
Claremont McKenna College  
Univ. of Colorado Denver
Columbia University  (2)
Cornell University  
Davidson College  
University of Delaware  
Georgetown University (2)

Howard University 
Johns Hopkins University 
Lehigh University  
Loyola Marymount University 
New York University  (4)
Northeastern University 
Northwestern University (2) 
Occidental University (2) 
Ohio Wesleyan University 
Pasadena City College  

University of Pennsylvania   
Pomona College  
Purdue University 
Rice University
Rose-Hulman Institute of  
 Technology
Scripps College (3)
Univ. of Southern California  
St. Olaf College (2)

Stanford University (3) 
Swarthmore College   
Tulane University (2) 
Vanderbilt University 
Vassar College 
Washington University 
 in St. Louis  (2)
University of Washington  
Willamette University

High School Sports Roundup
By Mike guardabascio, Special to the Ledger

HARVARD WESTLAKE
Every season is Wolverine 

season at this point, as Har-
vard-Westlake dominated the 
spring the same way they did 
the fall and winter.

The Wolverines baseball 
team finished the regular sea-
son 22-5 under head coach 
Jared Halpert. A promising 
season ended with a major up-
set in the first round of the Di-
vision playoffs, though, with a 
loss to Dana Hills.

The softball team fin-
ished the regular season 14-11 
with an undefeated Sunshine 
League championship. The 
Wolverines won their first-
round playoff game 17-3 and 
are hoping to settle in for a 
long postseason run.

Another H-W team already 
sitting on top of the hill is the 
Wolverines tennis team, which 
capped a dream season with a 
Division 1 CIF championship. 
They fell in the D1 title last 
year but got revenge on the Los 
Alamitos team that defeated 
them in 2016 with a 10-8 win 
in the quarterfinals, and a 10-8 
championship win over Penin-
sula in the D1 final. The Wol-
verines finished the regular sea-

son with a record of 25-2.

JOHN MARSHALL 
HIgH SCHOOL

The Barristers boys and girls 
own the diamond, and both 
won Northern League champi-
onships this season, making it a 
spring to remember.

The Barristers baseball 
team finished 21-10 after a 
surprising first-round playoff 
loss under head coach Shane 
Gerard. 

The softball team was also 
knocked out of the first round 
of the playoffs after winning 
the league title, ending their 
year 17-9 under head coach 
Orquidea Labrador. 

IMMACuLATE HEART 
HIgH SCHOOL

It was a sad spring for the 
Pandas, whose softball team 
finished 7-13 overall and 1-6 
in the Sunshine League, miss-
ing the playoffs under head 
coach James Mohr.

LOYOLA HIgH SCHOOL
After a dream regular 

season, the Loyola boys’ vol-
leyball team had a heartbreak 
in the CIF Division 1 champi-
onship. The Cubs were ranked 

No. 1 in the nation and came 
into the championship match 
against Corona del Mar with a 
record of 27-1.

CdM lost to the Cubs in 
last year’s D1 championship 
and avenged that loss by up-
setting the Cubs in a sweep, 
25-22, 32-30, 26-24.

The Sea Kings overcame 
10 kills from Loyola’s J.P. 
Reilly, who has signed a schol-
arship with Stanford.

CAMPBELL HALL
The Vikings baseball team 

remains a small school power-
house and rolled into the CIF-
SS Division 5 playoffs as a top 
5 team. Campbell Hall won 
its playoff opener over Buck-
ley, 1-0. The Vikings are led by 
senior Naar Sahakian (.406), 
senior Ryan Croutch (.409), 
and sophomore Charlie Stern 
(.364). On the mound RJ Col-
lins has an ERA of 3.00 and is 
off to a 7-0 start.

FLINTRIDgE PREP 
(LA CANADA)

The Rebels finished third 
in the Prep League after some 
close losses down the stretch, 
and made the playoffs under 

head coach Guillermo Gonza-
lez, but lost in the first round. 
The Rebels finished the year 
with a 14-8 record.

MARLBOROugH SCHOOL
The spring saw the Mus-

tangs swim team set several 
records with six different 
swimmers qualifying for the 
CIF-SS meet. The Marlbor-
ough softball team finished 
the regular season 5-13-1.

NOTRE DAME HIgH SCHOOL
The Regal Gryphons soft-

ball team finished the season 
10-10 with a second-place fin-
ish in the Sunshine League. 
Notre Dame was led by Alyssa 
Gonzales, who hit .471 on the 
season. The Regal Gryphons 
made it to the playoffs but lost 
in the first round.

WESTRIDgE SCHOOL
After a strong winter the 

spring hasn’t been as memo-
rable for the Tigers, with their 
softball team finishing the 
year 5-10 under head coach 
Ginny Garofalo. 

Mike Guardabascio is the Prep 
Sports Editor for the  Long 
Beach Press-Telegram.

man noted.
Marshall’s  Academic De-

cathlon team has consistently 
placed at the top in state com-
petitions and its music program 
placed as a semi-finalist for the 
2016 GRAMMY Signature 
Schools Enterprise Award.  

“Our orchestra conductor 
is currently a quarter-finalist 
for the 2018 GRAMMY Mu-
sic Educator Award with final 
awardees to be announced in 
June,” Heideman said.

Marshall has been educat-
ing area teens since its January 
26, 1931 opening. 

The school—which has 
appeared in many films, tele-
vision shows, videos and com-
mercials, including Raiders of 
the Lost Ark, Grease, School of 
Rock, Role Models, Room 222 
and the video for Van Halen’s 
“Hot for Teacher”—is named 
after iconic Chief Justice of 
the United States Supreme 
Court John Marshall, consid-
ered the principal architect of 
America’s system of constitu-
tional law.

Torlakson and the state of 
California honored the 2017 
Gold Ribbon schools—in-
cluding John Marshall—at 
regional ceremonies held 
throughout May in Los Ange-
les, Sacramento, Costa Mesa, 
Santa Clara and Visalia. 

MARSHALL from page 25
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[MOTHER OF INVENTION]

Motherhood in the Age of Anxiety
By Rita Mauceri, Ledger Columnist

I recently spoke with 
writer Elizabeth Aquino, a 
remarkable woman who has 
been a full-time caretaker for 
her daughter for two decades. 
At three years old, her daugh-
ter began having nearly 100 
seizures a day and was subse-
quently diagnosed with refrac-
tory (drug-resistant) epilepsy. 

Another mom I’ve known 
since preschool just found out 
her son has Crohn’s disease. 
Still another is heavily in-
volved in alternative therapies 
to help her young daughter 
with autism. The list goes on 
and the conditions range from 
Asperger’s to ADHD to cys-
tic fibrosis to brain cancer. As 
different as the stories and the 
mothers are, there are some 
distinct similarities, and what 
has struck me is the seemingly 
super-human strength and de-
termination that these women 
exhibit.

In honor of Mother’s Day 
last month, SickKids Hospital 
in Toronto released a heart-

wrenching video entitled 
“SickMoms vs. MomStrong.” 
Watch it—even if you are not 
a mother. The short PSA man-
ages to capture something re-
markable and is based on the 
real-life stories of five mothers.

This has left me thinking 
a great deal lately about how 
truly strong we are as mothers. 
How we step up to do what is 
needed, no matter how diffi-
cult it may be. What I think 
we sometimes don’t realize is 
the toll that it takes on us to 
channel all that energy, emo-
tion, and even anxiety.

Author Judith Warner 
evaluated a group of 20- to 
40-year-old, upper-middle-
class, college-educated women 
for her book Perfect Mad-
ness: Motherhood in the Age of 
Anxiety, and concluded that 

mothers are more stressed out 
than ever before. She has her 
own thoughts on why that 
is, blaming everything from 
second-wave feminism to 
“mainstream media, detached 
fathers, and controlling, ‘hy-
peractive’ mothers who cre-
ate impossible standards for 
themselves, their children, and 
the community of other par-
ents around them.” 

No one who enters the 
realm of motherhood assumes 
it’s going to be easy, but life 
(and society and corporate cul-
ture) certainly do not make it 
any easier. Getting back to the 
idea of motherhood and how 
its challenges take us from the 
mundane (mountains of laun-
dry, school functions, cleaning, 
cooking, etc.) to the life-chang-
ing (discovering your child has 
a devastating disease), there’s no 
doubt that we all need—and 
deserve—to give ourselves a 
break now and then.

Bridge from Griffith Park to 
Atwater Receives City Approvals

A bridge over the Los An-
geles River between Griffith 
Park and Atwater Village, for 
use by pedestrians, equestrians 
and bicyclists, moved a step 
closer to reality in May.

The Los Angeles City 
Council’s Transportation 
Committee approved May 
24th what they are calling a 
“shovel-ready” proposal for the 
project, which will now go be-
fore the full council.

The bridge, which would 
help link the equestrian stables 
in Atwater Village to 56 miles 
of horse trails in Griffith Park, 
has been in the works since as 
far back as 1998, when then-
Councilmember John Ferraro 
introduced a motion to build 
such a span.

The cost of the project has 
since escalated, going from an 
estimated $5 million in 2011 
to a now $16.1 million, ac-
cording to city officials.

But officials say the proj-
ect is fully funded with mon-
ey from the state, the Public 
Works Trust Fund and a do-
nation from real estate mogul 
Mort La Kretz.

One of the goals of the 
bridge is to improve the area 
safety-wise for equestrians, who 

must go through the river in or-
der to cross between the eques-
trian stables of Atwater Village 
and trails in Griffith Park.

The bridge proposal now 
under consideration dates to 
2013 and was introduced by for-
mer City Councilmember Tom 
LaBonge, who represented the 
Griffith Park area until 2015. 

The project was initially in 
the hands of River LA, a non-
profit originally called the Los 
Angeles River Revitalization 
Corp.

La Kretz offered in 2011 
to donate $5 million for the 
bridge, which at the time 
was estimated to cover all the 
costs. As the costs started to 
rise, River LA was unable to 
find all the money needed and 
handed the project over to the 
city last year.

Should the full city coun-
cil and Mayor Eric Garcetti 
approve the plan, the bridge 
could be completed by 2019, 
according to city officials.

A second $11.4 million 
prefabricated bridge design 
was also considered but reject-
ed as officials said that design 
had a funding shortfall and 
would take two years longer to 
construct.

Hoarder’s Journal which came 
out earlier this year. I’m now 
working on another script I 
can’t really talk about. Hope-
fully, I’ll have my own show at 
some point. In short, it’s led to 

a ton more opportunities. 

Editor’s Note: It was announced 
May 26th, shortly before publi-
cation, that Los Feliz Daycare 
was optioned by Hulu as an 
animated series.

DAYCARE from page 26
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[IMMACuLATE HEART]

The End of the Year: 
Say it Ain’t So
By Lauren Berger ’18

After wrap-
ping up final 

exams, Immaculate Heart stu-
dents come together one last 
time before summer break for 
Class Day! 

A time for yearbook sign-
ing and picture taking, Class 
Day marks the last official day 
in the 2016-17 school year. 
The school community gath-
ers to recognize the achieve-
ments of the seniors and to 
say farewell. Following Class 
Day, members of the Class of 
2017 will graduate at the Hol-
lywood Bowl on Tuesday, June 
6th. An honored tradition, the 
107 seniors, dressed in white, 
will each receive a diploma 
and a bouquet of roses as they 
grace the same stage where 
icons such as Frank Sinatra 
and The Beatles once walked. 

Many students will be 
back on campus June 7th-
8th when Immaculate Heart 
kicks off its “Jump Start to 
College” program, where ris-
ing seniors will take part in 
skill-building workshops. 
There, students will review 
techniques as they prepare 
to write essays and complete 
college applications. 

Just days later, another 

group of students will join 
faculty for a Costa Rica trip. 
More than a vacation, stu-
dents will participate in an 
immersive cultural experi-
ence in which they learn 
about Costa Rican life and 
history. A time to bond and 
explore with their Panda sis-
ters, students are addition-
ally provided an excuse to 
break out their Español and 
practice their language skills.

Upon their return, sum-
mer school commences on 
the 19th of June. Students are 
able to take for-credit courses 
or engage in new enrich-
ment classes. Courses offered 
include 9th-11th grade reli-
gion, Drawing and Painting, 
Physical Education, Film, and 
more. Immaculate Heart’s 
Middle School will also offer a 
summer school program with 
a full slate of offerings catering 
to a range of interests.

Meanwhile, condition-
ing for fall sports teams is 
under way, and IH athletes 
may be spotted running 
through the Los Feliz neigh-
borhood. A busy school year 
may have come to a close, but 
the campus is still a hub of 
activity.

Immaculate Heart
A Private, Catholic, College Preparatory School for Girls Grades 6 – 12

5515 Franklin Avenue  ♥  Los Angeles, CA  90028  ♥  (323) 461-3651  ♥  www.immaculateheart.org
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Congratulations to the Class of 2017!
   Our graduates have been accepted at universities and colleges across the country, including:

American University
Bard College
Brandeis University
Boston College
Boston University
California State Universities
Cal Poly Pomona
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
Carnegie Mellon University
Claremont McKenna College
Columbia University
Cornell University
DePaul University
Emerson University
Fordham University
Georgetown University
George Washington University
Gonzaga University
Harvey Mudd College
Kenyon College
Lafayette College
Loyola Marymount University
Loyola University Chicago
Macalester College
Marquette University

Middlebury College
Mount St. Mary’s University
New York University
Northeastern University
Occidental College
Parsons School of Design
Pratt Institute
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Rhode Island School of Design
Reed College
Santa Clara University
Savannah College of Art & Design
School of the Art Institute of Chicago
Seattle University
Smith College
St. Olaf College
Syracuse University
Texas Christian University
The New School

University of Alabama
University of Arizona
University of California, 
   All Campuses
University of Chicago
University of Oregon
University of Portland
University of Rochester
University of San Diego
University of San Francisco
University of Southern California 
Vanderbilt University 
Vassar College
Wellesley College
Wheaton College
Whitman College
Yale University

Cinespia Celebrates Anniversary with Jurassic Park, 
Dirty Dancing and The Wizard of Oz
By Michael Aushenker, Ledger Contributing Writer

Cinespia, the summer 
movie screening series at Hol-
lywood Forever Cemetery, 
celebrates its 5th anniversary 
this season with a program 
spanning from Memorial Day 
weekend through 4th of July 
weekend, culiminating—as is 
tradition—with Steven Spiel-
berg’s game-changing horror-
sci-fi epic Jurassic Park and a 
fireworks display.

This summer’s program 
launched Memorial Day 
Weekend with Alfred Hitch-
cock’s iconic 1959 thriller 
North by Northwest and Amy 
Heckerling’s contemporary 
teen comedy classic Clueless 
from 1995.

On Saturday, June 3rd, 

Penelope Spheeris’ 1992 com-
edy Wayne’s World screens, 
followed by the classic 1939 
MGM musical fantasy The 
Wizard of Oz (Saturday, June 
10th), Bryan Singer’s 1995 
breakthrough crime caper The 
Usual Suspects (Saturday, June 
17th) and the 1997 Jennifer 
Lopez-starring biopic Selena 
(Saturday, June 24th).

On Saturday, July 1st, the 
1987 musical romance Dirty 
Dancing, starring Patrick Swa-
zye and Jennifer Grey, kicks 
off the July 4th weekend, ac-
companied by a fireworks 
show. 

Jurassic Park and fire-
works follow on Tuesday, July 
4th. Originally released in 

1993, the Michael Crichton 
novel adaptation ushered in a 
new era of sophisticated digi-
tal effects. 

The blockbuster, which 
starred Jeff Goldblum and 
Laura Dern, went on to gross 
more than $1 billion and 
spawn two sequels and an 
equally successful 2015 re-
make.

Gates open at 7:15 p.m. 
and movies start at 9 p.m. At 
press time, Clueless, Wayne’s 
World and Selena were already 
sold out.

Hollywood Forever Cem-
etery: 6000 Santa Monica 
Blvd, Los Angeles. For more 
information: cinespia.org.

slow down because of illness. 
He died soon after. He put Los 
Feliz Village on the map. I am 
honored to have known him, 
worked with him, and more 
importantly, been his friend.”

Towards the end of the 
reception, as red wine, laugh-
ter and tears flowed freely, I 
couldn’t help but think that 

if a person’s life is defined by 
those who surround him at the 
end, then John Forrester had a 
rich, full, life well beyond the 
years he was offered.

John is survived by his 
parents, Jack and Gretchen 
Forrester; three sisters; nieces 
and nephews and too many 
friends to list within the con-
fines of this publication.

I
I

Holy Trinity
School

323-663-2064 m 3716 Boyce Ave - Atwater Village
www.HolyTrinityla.com

NOW ENROLLING !

 All are welcome in a loving, supportive family environment
 Character, values, and service to others is paramount
 Small class sizes and personalized attention means students 

     grow to their highest potential
 Specialized classes and programs provide for a balanced 

     whole-child education

Now, imagine your child at Holy Trinity School

Imagine
a school where

Transitional Kindergarten-8th grade
Call for a Tour Today!

FORRESTER from page 20
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[THOMAS STARR KINg]

King Student News Channel   
By Rafael Kaye-Lew, 8th grade

This past year, 
I have been 
lucky enough 
to have my 
own segment 
on KSNC, an 
online broad-

casting service for our school 
that airs every Friday. 

KSNC consists of dif-
ferent segments, including 
an “Introduction on What’s 
going on Around School,” 
“Worldwide News,” “KSNC 
Riddles” (the segment I take 
part in), “Food Feud,” “The 
Hot Minute,” “KSNC Trivia,” 
“Today In History,” “Where 
in the World is Villis,” and 
“Behind The Scenes.” 

Throughout my time on 
the show, I have taken part in 
three segments. I started with 

“Things I Hate,” in which I 
complained about petty things 
that grind my gears and throw 
me off. Then I began the show 
“King Conspiracy Theories” 
with my friend Stella Lansill, 
in which we went over some 
of the juiciest conspiracy theo-
ries floating around the web 
recently. Finally, I am part of 
the segment “Riddles” with 
my friend Noah Kennedy, in 
which we recite riddles and ask 
the audience of our show to 
solve them to win free candy. 

This show and my time 
at KSNC have allowed me to 
express myself creatively and 
critically. I have always been 
interested in the idea of hav-
ing my own segment and play-
ing around with film and the 
show business. 

[HOLLYWOOD SCHOOLHOuSE]

Wrapping up the Year
By Max Rubin, 6th grade

As we are 
drawing closer 
to the end of 

our 6th grade school year at 
Hollywood Schoolhouse, we 
have a few more exciting class 
projects and class field trips 
planned. In our Science class, 
we will be making movies 
about volcanoes. These films 
will be made in the form of 
documentaries. We will create 
the volcanoes out of papier-
mâché, and the videos will 
depict them erupting, leaving 
much damage to their sur-
roundings. 

In our art class, we are 
studying contemporary artists. 
We will first write a research 
report on them with our Lan-

guage Arts teacher, then recre-
ate a piece of work in our art 
class using the artist’s primary 
medium. This will culminate 
in an indoor art walk.  

An anticipated class trip 
that we went on recently was 
AstroCamp. AstroCamp has 
been one of my all time fa-
vorite trips at HSH. My class-
mates, chaperoning teachers 
and I bonded while having an 
amazing time. We were able 
to zip-line, rock climb, and 
launch bottle rockets. We also 
filled balloons with hydrogen 
and blew them up. Sadly, this 
was the last overnight field trip 
for my class. I will miss these 
hands on learning experiences 
so much.

LOS FELIZ CHARTER SCHOOL FOR THE ARTS 
is a a free elementary Charter Public School.

We engage children in an inspiring, challenging, and civically active 
educational experience that embraces learning through arts.

FIELD TRIPS – TECHNOLOGY –ARTS – COMMUNITY PROJECTS
PHYSICAL EDUCATION – FREE AND REDUCED LUNCH PROGRAM 

SPECIAL EDUCATION – RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION

Currently Enrolling for the 2017-18 School Year
www.losfelizarts.org | (323) 539-2810

Fridays at Little Knights LA......Take a Break! 
 

Parent's Day Out!

Leave your precious bundle with us while you take care of yourself! 
Meet up with your partner, run errands, take a nap. 

 
 

Plus, we have local "hot spot" deals from your favorite 
businesses in Los Feliz + beyond. 

littleknightsla.com/parents-day-out | 323.662.2663  
 

Get a little Kid-Free time this summer!

You have 2 hours totally child-free!

[FRANKLIN ELEMENTARY]

My Real Education About School
By Amalia Mauceri

As I sit writ-
ing this, I 
am counting 

down my final days in elemen-
tary school. 18, 19, 20—only 
20 more days until summer! 
Although I’ve spent five years 
at Franklin, in a way I feel like 
I started yesterday.

If there is one thing I have 
realized in my time here, it is 
that school is a lot more than 
just a place to learn. This build-
ing is where I learned to read 
and write, paint and draw, play 
four-square and handball. And 
it is where I learned to stand 

up for myself, make friends 
and be a good friend, work 
through disagreements, and 
campaign for student body. It 
is where I participated in holi-
day concerts, talent shows, and 
art exhibits. This is where I dis-
covered that I’m not really cut 
out to play the cello, but I’m 
good at trying!

Franklin is a lot more than 
a collection of classrooms. It’s 
an amazing community. 

Even though I am excited 
for sixth grade, I’m also very 
sad to be leaving Franklin. I 
have been there for so long and 

all of my teachers have taught 
me so much. I can’t wait to 
meet all the new people and 
learn all the new things that 
King Middle School has to of-
fer, but I’m going to miss the 
place that I have been at since 
I could barely write my own 

name. My home away from 
home, some might call it.

I can’t wait to take an-
other big step into my future, 
but I also have to thank all the 
people who have helped make 
Franklin much more than 
arithmetic and ABCs.

Don’t see your 

school in the paper? 

Contact 

erin@losfelizledger.com 

if you’d like to run a student 

column for the upcoming 

2017-2018 school year.



SOLD In Sherman Oaks

14636 Round Valley                    Contemporary                                        $1,500,000
Impressive and beautifully renovated 4 + 3.5 home nestled in the hills, offering an open living 
space. Fabulous Cook’s kitchen w/center island, breakfast bar, Viking range and stainless appl. 
Huge master suite with luxurious spa-like bath and dreamy walk-in closet. 3 additional upstairs 
bdrms + laundry room. Nice outdoor patios & some garden area too. 2 car gar + 1 more space.

COMING SOON In The Los Feliz Hills

3824 Carnavon Street                         Mid-Century Post & Beam                        Call For Price
Stunning, gated & tastefully restored 1950’s 3 bed 3.5 bath residence in the hills with views. 
Open floor plan & walls of glass to let the sweeping city & mountain views in. New state of the 
art kitchen w/Miele appliances. Den & the wonderful master suite opens to a huge Mangaris 
wood deck & yard. Other features are home office & screening room. 2 fireplaces, AC. It’s a 10!

1037 Laurel Ave  #13                              Modern Architectural                                  $885,000
Laurel Court Lofts. 3-level in heart of West Hollywood w/16’ ceilings, walls of glass, concrete and 
hardwood flrs. Spacious living & dining area, large kitchen. 1st level bedrm and bath.  2nd level 
master suite and bath. Upstairs fabulous hm office with spectacular views.  Private roof top deck 
with amazing views. Appx 1220 sq feet. Minutes to the Sunset Strip, the Grove, and restaurants.

4563 Finley Avenue #3                                  Los Feliz Village                                    $764,650
Extremely hard to find 3 bedroom 2 bath condominium in the heart of Los Feliz. Charming 6 unit 
1960’s building. This 1st floor unit offers a spacious living room with fireplace & wood floors. 
Charming kitchen and dining area which opens to a cute patio. Master suite with walk-in closet 
& private bath.  Freshly painted interior & new flooring in baths. 2 parking spaces in gated area.

Keller  Williams
2150 Hillhurst Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90027

323.668.7600
moreno@georgeandeileen.com
georgeandeileen.com
B.R.E. 00560275, 01194455, 01950438

 Atwater Village  Echo Park  Beachwood Canyon  Hollywood Hills

SOLD In Los Feliz

THANK YOU GEORGE AND EILEEN!
George and Eileen have represented us as sellers for two homes that we 
have sold in Los Feliz and Glendale during the past five years, and also 
represented us as buyers twice.  In all cases, both sales and purchases, 
we found them to be helpful, efficient & always available. They are also 
very nice, and are just good people. Most importantly (because, frankly, 
when selling what you care most about is a clean escrow for a good 
price), for both sales, our homes sold very quickly, well over the asking 
price and with multiple offers. We would definitely recommend them!                                                     
                                                                         Paul Iannicelli Amy Mcclune

IN ESCROW In West Hollywood

UNDER CONTRACT In The Los Feliz Oaks

2001 N. Gramercy Place                         Mediterranean Villa                                $3,295,000
Romantic and gated 4 + 4.5 Mediterranean in the Los Feliz Oaks. Gorgeous living room with 
fireplace, wood floors & great window seat to enjoy the westerly views. Spacious kitchen leads 
to a magical patio & large dining room surrounded by views of the lush greenery. Wonderful 
family rm. 3 bdrm suites + sep guest quarters. 3 fireplaces. 3900+sq & 10,127 lot. So special!

SOLD In Eagle Rock

2431 Hill Drive                                           Mediterranean                                         $1,240,000 
Waite Residence designed by noted architect Henry Harwood Hewitt. Elegant 3 bedroom and 
4 bath 2-story residence with impressive curb appeal & great original details thoughout. 
Gorgeous living and dining rooms. Beautiful batchelder tiled fireplace in living room, great 
original windows with French doors to the yard. 2 master suites. Large lot. A special home.


