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Power Outages 
Concern Area 
Residents 
By Carl Robinette 
Ledger Contributing Writer

Silver Lake had lost elec-
trical power 16 times by Sep-
tember in 2017, with recent 
outages lasting up to 10 hours 
for some over Labor Day 
weekend.

Social media was buzzing 
for answers when 9,300  Los 
Angeles Dept. of Water and 
Power  (LADWP)  custom-
ers had no power as a string 
of outages plagued Silver 
Lake and Los Feliz September 
2nd through 4th.

Many  locals said  power 
loss, and its frequency in  the 
area, is a growing concern. 

“I’ve always felt the elec-
trical grid was very fragile here 
because in  exceptionally  hot 
weather or other high-load 
circumstances it often  fal-
ters,” said Silver Lake resident 

see OUTAGES page 16see ROAD DIET page 17

see RECYCLA page 9 see LABONGE page 12see APPEALS page 17

City Settles 
Lawsuit Over
LaBonge Doc 
Destruction
By Allison B. Cohen

The city of Los Angeles 
settled a lawsuit September 
20th filed by the First Amend-
ment Coalition regarding the 
non-profit’s civil complaint 
that the city had illegally de-
stroyed public records. As part 
of the settlement, the city has 
agreed to preserve city records 
for at least two years.

The San Rafael, CA based 
organization’s lawsuit was 
filed in 2016, after it was re-
vealed  former  Los Angeles 
City Councilmember Tom 
LaBonge ordered at least 113 
boxes of documents from his 
office be destroyed in the final 

A ROCKIN’ GOOD TIME: The Los Feliz Improvement Assoc. hosted a “Sock Hop for Schools,” fun-
draiser September 23, raising an estimated $13,000 for John Marshall High School, Thomas Starr 
King Middle School, Franklin Avenue Elementary, Los Feliz STEMM Elementary Magnet and Los 
Feliz Charter School for the Arts. 

Pictured back row (left to right): Standolyn Robertson; Ella Bandouveris, 16, Grand Arts High School; Marta 
Alcumbrac; Tessa Bandouveris, 14 Marshall High School; Florie Savage; Demian Wyma; Donna Kolb, Mica 
Campbell and Isabella Savage, 14, Campbell Hall. 

Pictured front row (left to right): Lilah Bandouveris, 11, King Middle School; Wyatt Ruth, 10, and Oliver Sav-
age, both Los Feliz Charter School for the Arts. LFIA Sock Hop Committee members not pictured: Joanna 
Erdos and MaryBeth Sorenson. Photo: Allison B. Cohen.

Locals React to City’s Proposed 
$13K Appeals Fee Hike
By Allison B. Cohen and Brian Chernick

LOS ANGELES—The possi-
bility the city may raise the 
cost to file an appeal over its 
land-use decisions from $89 to 
$13,538—in order to recover 
its full cost to process such ap-
peals, officials say—has raised 
ire from many community 
activists trying to fight, what 
they say, is the city’s ongoing 
disregard for its own planning 
rules and guidelines.

According to city officials, 
without such a spike in the 
fees, it has to dip into the city’s 
general fund—which is used, 
in part, to cover costs for pub-
lic works and transportation 
projects, health and sanita-
tion and for cultural and rec-
reational services—for about 
$8.5 million annually, to cover 

its handling costs.
But the possible 15,000% 

fee increase has left some 
scratching their heads.

“It is impossible to be-
lieve that an appeal costs the 
city $13,000,” said Barbara 
Ringuette, who provided pub-
lic comment on the issue as 
an individual, but who also 
holds the title of budget advo-
cate and co-chair of govern-
mental affairs with the Silver 
Lake Neighborhood Council. 
“Having appealed a matter ... 
and having knowledge of how 
[c]ity government works, I 
cannot visualize how that sum 
was arrived at.”

City officials have said the 
increases are needed to pay 

recycLA Roll Out Aggravates 
Area Businesses
By Carl Robinette, Ledger Contributing Writer

Amid outcry from some 
owners of businesses and 
multi-unit residential build-
ings that their trash pick up 
costs have doubled while ser-
vice has diminished under 
the city’s new “recycLA” trash 
collection program, the Los 
Angeles City Council directed 
the city’s sanitation depart-
ment in September to recom-
mend fixes.

According to Luis Lo-
pez, executive director of the 
Atwater Village Chamber of 
Commerce and owner of Luis 
Lopez Automotive, under the 
new program his trash pick up 
costs will nearly double, from 
$150 to $290 a month. 

“It’s really a wowzer,” Lo-
pez said.

Andy Hasroun, who 
owns commercial property 

“Road Diet” 
Opponents 
Awaiting Study
By Erin Hickey Pinheiro
Ledger Contributing Writer

SILVER LAKE—Amid talks 
of recalling Los Angeles City 
Councilmember Mike Bonin 
over nine miles of lane reduc-
tions in his district—including 
a hugely unpopular and recent-
ly reversed so-called “road diet” 
on Playa del Rey’s beachside 
thoroughfare Vista del Mar—
and a July motion by Coun-
cilmember Gil Cedillo to halt 
all road diets in his Northeast 
council district, the Rowena 
road diet remains intact.

Implemented in 2012 by 
then Los Angeles City Coun-
cilmember Tom LaBonge af-
ter a fatal pedestrian accident, 
the road diet removed two car 
lanes from a half-mile stretch 
of Rowena Avenue and re-
placed them with bike lanes.

Since then, it has become 
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Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti pos-
ing in a sanitation truck February 
16th as part of his “Clean Streets” 
initiative, which includes the recycLA 
program.
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Corrections & 
Amplifications

In our September 2017 article, 
“Some Local Schools Below 
State Vaccination Rate,” we 
incorrectly stated the number 
of vaccination exemptions 
as whole numbers, when, 
instead, they were reported 
by the state as percentages. 
As a result, Pasadena Waldorf 
School does not have 16 such 
exemptions, but instead 16% 
of its kindergarten population 
has exemptions. The Waverly 
School, also in Pasadena, does 
not have 8 exemptions, but 
instead 8% of its kindergarten 
class has vaccination 
exemptions; Turning Point 
School in Culver City has 6% 
(or two exemptions, per school 
staff) and the Brentwood 
School, 5%, not five. We regret 
the error.

Live Latin Jazz every Wednesday 
night from 7-10pm

Fine Mexican Food 
Thank You L.A.!

55 Years Serving the community!
Since 1962 - Silver Lake

Updated Menu
New Vegan Section

Weekend Champagne Brunch
Private Party Rooms

Happy Hour Everyday 3-7pm
“Casita Live!” Music

Outdoor Patios
Free Parking (Valet after 5pm)

Casita del Campo Restaurant
1920 Hyperion Ave. Silverlake, Ca. 90027

323-662-4255
Open at 11am everyday

www.casitadelcampo.net

Recipient of the Los Angeles County Medical 
Association Lifetime Achievement Award
Dr. Horowitz, a local physician and member of the hospital’s 
Governing Board, was honored by the Los Angeles County Medical 
Association with their Lifetime Achievement Award — only the 
fifth time this prestigious award has been granted.

This award is for distinguished public service to the community and 
the County Medical Association.  Dr. Horowitz was selected based on 
his outstanding commitment to the health and safety of all Angelenos.

Thank you, Dr. Horowitz, for being the difference! We congratulate 
and applaud you for your dedication and commitment to our entire 
community.

We are committed to being the difference. 

CHA Hollywood Presbyterian 
Medical Center Congratulates 
Thomas L. Horowitz, D.O.

[LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER]

When I 
first learned 
the city was 
c on s i d e r-
ing raising 
the cost to 

file an appeal over any of its 
land-use decisions from $89 
to $13,538, I thought it was a 
typo. It’s not. 

The city is actually con-
templating such an exorbitant 
fee hike because that is how 
much it costs, officials say, for 
city employees to process such 
appeals. 

Other cities (see our 
front page story) don’t seem 
to be having such a problem. 
How can cities like Long 
Beach ($50), San Diego 

($102), Burbank ($127), San 
Francisco ($600) and Glen-
dale ($2,000) process appeals 
for much less? What’s going 
on in Los Angeles and why 
would the same process cost 
so much more? 

Something is really wrong 
here. City officials need to fig-
ure out a way to work more 
efficiently before agreeing to 
what amounts to economi-
cally silencing the public on 
land-use approvals that often 
affects appellants, especially 
those living near a project, the 
most. 

Or, the city could just 
follow its own land-use rules. 
Now that would really cut 
down on costs. 
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We Ship Picassos
Yes, we ship art. No matter what your taste, we’ll 
fit your budget. 
 
At art openings, we use words like, “Intriguing,” 
“Revealing” and “Postmodern”... but our clients’ 
favorite words are “Fragile” and “Priceless... but 
we’re on a fixed income.”  We hear you... Even if 
we had only one ear... but that’s another guy.
 
And if you’re feeling a little off or asymmetrical, 
so to speak... if you feel like your nose is on the 
wrong side of your face, or even sliding off your 
face... our friendly and courteous staff will bring 
a smile to it... even if slightly askew. 
 
We like to think we bring out the best in you. 
 
No matter what your shipping needs, we’ll 
straighten you out. 

FAST PICK UP & DELIVERY SERVICES AVAILABLE

LOS FELIZ 323.662.9000 • ATWATER 323.661.4100
HOLLYWOOD 323.464.9200 • * FROGTOWN 323.642.9000

1920 Hillhurst Ave., L.A. 90027 • www.BoxBrosLA.com
               info@BoxBrosLA.com

FA M I LY O W N E D  &  FA M I LY R U N

Quick and Professional Service • Plenty of On-Site Parking
Moving Boxes and Shipping Supplies

Professional Packaging of Fragile Breakable Art, Antiques and Furniture
UPS • FedEx • DHL • US Mail • Freight Services Air and Ocean

Mailbox Rentals • Free Amazon Drop Off Center

Boxes • Packaging • Shipping

coupon code 122

210 N. Avenue 21, 
Los Angeles, CA 90031

www.svdpla.org 

* mattresses and cars are excluded.
Expires October 31, 2017 — no photocopies — not to be used with other promotions.

FREE TRUCK PICKUP OF DONATIONS: 800-974-3571

St. Vincent de Paul’s 
54,000 square-foot thrift store 
offers clothing, shoes, furniture, 

housewares and appliances.

20% Off* with this Ad

[STREET LEVEL]

When’s the Last Time
You Went to a Movie Theater?

By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer

This past summer’s movie box office 
total was the worst in 10 years and when 
adjusted for inflation, 20 years. What 
do you think was the reason behind 
this slump and when did you last see a 
movie in a theater?

“Lots of things 
to watch on 
television and 
movies aren’t 
that great—es-
pecially the 

ones produced by Hollywood 
lately—and life is very busy. 
The show times are no good. 
They’re either too early or too 
late. Life dictates that an 8:00 
p.m. show is ideal. 6:30 p.m.? 
I’m taking care of grandkids. 
9:30 p.m. is too late. I haven’t 
been to a theater in six or 
seven months.” 
– Fred A., outside the 
Skylight Books Annex on 
Vermont Avenue.

“I last saw a 
movie probably 
like six months 
ago. I think the 
access to stuff 
online is 

responsible.” 
– Mackenzie G., outside 
Sumi’s on Vermont Avenue.

“The last time I 
went to a 
theater was a 
few months 
ago. I don’t 

even remem-
ber what it was. I usually only 
see movies around Oscar 
season. I think now there are 
too many remakes.” 
– Stacy O., outside Sumi’s 
on Vermont Avenue.

“The last movie 
I saw was 
Wonder Woman 
[a few months 
ago] and I 
think it’s 

because everyone’s streaming 
at home.” 
– Karen R., outside the Los 
Feliz Theatre on Vermont 
Avenue.

“I haven’t really 
seen a movie in 
a theater in a 
long time. I 
can’t even 
recall how long 

and I don’t really pay atten-
tion to what’s coming out. 
Sorry.” 
– Cloe V., outside Good 
Greek Grill on Vermont 
Avenue.

Halloween Fun for Boys and Ghouls
Compiled by Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer

Boo at the Zoo The L.A. 
Zoo celebrates Halloween 
with a pumpkin patch 
and a special focus on the 
zoo’s “most mysterious, 
feared and freaky animals.” 
Additionally, every Saturday 
and Sunday in October will 
feature pumpkin carving 
demonstrations and spooky 
arts and crafts. Free with 
paid Zoo admission or GLAZA 
membership. L.A. Zoo, Thu. 
October 1st to Sat. October 
31st, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 5337 
Zoo Dr. Information: (323) 
644-4200, lazoo.org/boo.

Los Angeles Live Steamers 
Halloween Ghost Town 
A 1/8-scale model train 
passes through 30 elaborate 
Halloween themed displays. 
It’s frightful fun for the 
whole family. Tickets are $20. 
Travel Town, Fri. Sat, and 
Sun. from Fri. October 13th 
to Sun. October 29th and 
Mon. October 30th and Tues. 
October 31st. 5202 Zoo Dr. 
Information: lals.org.

Pumpkin Festival This 
community festival features 
houses of both the bouncy 
and haunted varieties, a 
kids’ costume parade and 
musical performances. Free, 
but donations encouraged. 
Micheltorena Elementary 
School, Sat. October 28th. 
1511 Micheltorena St. 
Information: (323) 661-2125.

DANSE MACABRE

KCRW Masquerade Ball 
KCRW’s annual costume 

ball takes over Westlake’s 
historic MacArthur. The 
station’s roster of DJs will 
spin party jams in three 
different rooms; and will be 
joined by buzzy musicians 
like Moon Boots and 
Matthew Dear. Tickets start 
at $125. The MacArthur, Sat. 
October 28th, 9 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
607 South Park View Street. 

Information: kcrw.com/
masquerade.

Goblin Italian prog-
rockers Goblin are best 
known for their horror 
movie soundtracks. Their 
collaborations with director 
Dario Argento on the chilling 
soundtracks to films like 

see HALLOWEEN page 12
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valid until 12/31/17

31st Annual

St. Casimir Parish
2718 St. George Street
Los Angeles, CA 90027

  

  
    

SEPT. 30-OCT. 1, 2017 
11am-11pm Saturday

12pm-5pm Sunday

  

ltdays.com

$15 Adults 21-64
$10  Seniors 65+
$10 Youth 13-20

Free for children 12 and under

LITHUANIAN DAYS

• Lithuanian music, singers &
  folk dancing
• Traditional food, beer & spirits
• Amber jewelry, artwork & crafts

THE HOLLYWOOD/LOS FELIZ KIWANIS CLUB 
CONGRATULATES OUR SOFTBALL TEAM ON 

WINNING THE CHAMPIONSHIP! 

If you’d like to join our winning team in serving 
the community, we meet every Tuesday for lunch 

and service projects.  

Email HwoodLFKiwanis@gmail.com for more info, 
or visit us on Facebook at HollywoodLosFelizKiwanisClub.

[CALIFORNIA STATE ASSEMBLY]

Update from Sacramento
By CA State Assemblymember Laura Friedman

When it comes 
to issues that 
affect the 
quality of life 
of residents, 
access to parks 
and open 

space is a too-often ignored and 
crucial component of public 
health. Living near, or having 
convenient access to, a park has 
been proven to greatly improve 
the physical and mental health 
of communities. 

It is no secret that in our 
region many of our parks 
and public open spaces are 
“locked” away from residents 
either by development or be-
cause of our extensive road in-
frastructure. For many in the 
43rd Assembly District, parks 
and all the health benefits that 
accompany them are just not 
a part of their lives—and this 
is predominately due to a lack 
of access. 

One of the most signifi-
cant public parks in our dis-
trict, Griffith Park, features 
over 4,300 acres of open space. 
Griffith serves as one of our 
district’s greatest gems—a vast 
and services-rich park that 
is the pride of Los Angeles. 
Glendale is a large city with 
many park-poor areas, partic-

ularly below the 134 freeway. 
Although Glendale is in close 
physical proximity to Griffith 
Park, many residents lack safe 
and easy access to this terrific 
amenity.  

This is why I decided to 
fight, fortunately successfully, 
for $20 million in funding to 
complete the third and final 
phase of the Glendale Nar-
rows Riverwalk: a pedestrian 
and bicycle bridge spanning 
the Los Angeles river between 
Glendale and Griffith Park.

Originally opening in 
2012, the Riverwalk in its first 
phase provided a mile-long 
recreational trail, two parks, 
public art installations, and an 
equestrian facility. The second 
phase, completed in 2014, in-
troduced additional park areas, 
a small bridge, and bike paths. 
For both phases the infrastruc-
ture was constructed solely 
along the north bank of the 
LA River. The final phase is a 
bridge to provide the 100,000 
residents who live within one 
mile of the Riverwalk project 
safe and convenient access to 
Griffith Park and the LA River 
Bike path, which leads to Hol-
lywood, downtown Los Ange-
les, and eventually all the way 
to Long Beach.

Currently to access 
Griffith Park or the LA River 
bike path, cyclists have to 
risk detours through congest-
ed city streets through Los 
Angeles or Burbank. With 
the 134 freeway being the 
only way for Glendale drivers 
to directly access the park, 
many of us find the trip too 
inconvenient. The final phase 
of the Riverwalk will fix this 
problem and give residents 
direct and safe access to what 
has been called “The Central 
Park of Los Angeles.”

I was able to secure the 
$20 million in funding by 
negotiating it to be a part of 
SB 5, which creates a bond 
to fund the expansion and 
preservation of our parks and 
natural resources and will go 
to voters in November 2018. 

The completion of this 
bridge will connect networks 
of bike and pedestrian paths 
on both the Los Angeles and 
Glendale side of the river. But 
this bridge will do more than 
unify bike and pedestrian 
paths, this bridge will unify 
our communities. With the 
completion of the Riverwalk 
we will open those living on 
the north bank of the river to 
one of our district’s greatest 
treasures, and as a result, we 
will greatly improve the qual-
ity of life for thousands who 
call the 43rd their home. 

[UNITED STATES CONGRESS]

Congress Must Act Now 
to Protect DREAMers
By U.S. Representative Adam Schiff

For hundreds 
of thousands of young people 
in California and across the 
nation, early September was a 
dark and confusing period.

President Trump’s deci-
sion to end the Deferred Ac-
tion for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) program cast the 
futures of hundreds of thou-
sands of California DREAM-
ers into profound question, 
and did so in order to placate a 
narrow constituency and erase 
the legacy of his predecessor. 

Though the President 
claimed that the step was nec-
essary because a group of far-
right state Attorneys General 
had threatened to file a lawsuit 
against DACA,  there is noth-
ing in the law or constitution 
that compelled him to take this 
step—only cynical politics. If 
the President supported protect-
ing these young people and felt 
Congressional action was neces-
sary, he should have urged Con-
gress to act long before now. 

Instead the rug was pulled 
out from under the DREAM-
ers, even after public reassur-
ances that they had nothing to 

worry about.
For many DREAM-

ers, America is the only home 
they’ve ever known. Brought 
across the border by their fami-
lies when they were only chil-
dren, more than half of them 
at younger than six years old, 
these young people have grown 
up in America, gone to school 
in America and made plans for 
their futures in America. 

They have gone to school, 
paid their taxes, served in the 
military and done everything 
right. They are as American as 
anyone else, except in writing. 
But the President would throw 
that all away. 

There are nearly a quarter 
of a million DACA recipients 
in California alone. And if 
DACA workers are deported, 
our state would lose an esti-
mated $11.6 billion dollars in 
annual GDP, according to the 
Center for American Progress, 
a non-partisan policy institute 
based in Washington, D.C.

When the DACA program 
was created, America made a 
promise to these DREAMers 
that they would be protected. 

The President’s action shat-
tered this promise. Now, hun-
dreds of thousands of young 
people are left wondering what 
the future holds for them and 
whether they’ll be ripped away 
from their friends, families, 
jobs and communities.

Congress cannot sit pas-
sively by while families are 
torn apart. We must act. Less 
than 12 hours after President 
Trump announced he would 
end DACA, House Repub-
licans blocked my amend-
ment, which would have de-
funded any effort to deport 
the DREAMers targeted by 
Trump’s decision. 

Speaker Ryan has voiced 
support for DREAMers, but 
he can’t have it both ways—
expressing sympathy but pre-
venting a vote to protect them. 
Why hold the office of Speaker 
if you are unwilling to lead on 
such a vital and moral issue? 

Since the President has 
failed to do his job, it is long 
past time for Congress to do 
ours and pass the DREAM 
Act as soon as possible.

My staff and I are here 
to help DREAMers. If you 
have any questions about your 
DACA status, work permits or 
renewals, please contact my 
office at  (818) 450-2900 or 
(323) 315-5555.
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Dr. Michel N. Kahwaji
Dr. Roxana De la Rosa

•	 Comprehensive	Eye	Exams
•	 Treatment	of	Eye	Disease
•	 Vintage	&	Designer	Eyewear
•	 Contact	Lenses
•	 Free	Lasik	Consultation
•	 Retinal	Photography	for	Diabetic	
	 &	Hypertension	Patients

We	accept	VSP,	Medi-Cal,	Medicare	&	most	other	insurance

(323) 664-1996
2771	Rowena	Ave.	(corner	of	Glendale	Blvd.)

Los	Angeles,	CA		90039
www.silverlakeoptometry.com

SILVERLAKE Optometry

[SILVER LAKE NEIGHBORHOOD 
COUNCIL]

New Faces and Old Habits
By Anne-Marie Johnson, Co-chair 

While we are 
exper iencing 

fantastic Southern California 
weather, let’s remember resi-
dents of the Caribbean Islands 
and our southern states who 
are dealing with historic rain-
fall, floods and destruction. 
And please be certain you and 
your family are prepared if 
a natural disaster strikes Los 
Angeles. It is important to 
have a family plan and store 
drinking water, non-perish-
able food, spare batteries, and 
emergency kits in your home 
and cars.

Congratulations to newly 
appointed Silver Lake Neigh-
borhood Council (SLNC) 
Region 4 Representative Kate 
Hudson, who was elected 
to the Governing Board on 
September 6th. I’d also like 
to congratulate the co-chairs 
of the 17 committees that 
will work with the Govern-
ing Board to accomplish the 
SLNC’s mission and purpose 
during the 2017-2018 Neigh-
borhood Council year. 

Here is just one example 
of how dedicated committee 

members serve their commu-
nity. During the September 
meeting of the Transporta-
tion and Neighborhood Safety 
Committee, newly elected 
co-chairs Tony Michaelis and 
incumbent and SLNC board 
member Doug Loewy intro-
duced LADWP representa-
tives who explained how they 
are addressing the frequent 
power outages in Silver Lake. 
LADWP answered many 
questions from attendees, pro-
viding transparency on how 
this problem is being resolved. 

Old habits are hard to 
break. But it’s never too late 
to change. Our four legged 
friends have been prohibited 
from the Silver Lake Mead-
ow and the open space at the 
Silver Lake Recreation Cen-
ter for some time. To remind 
pet owners that taking dogs 
in these areas is a violation of 
Los Angeles Municipal Code 
63.44B2, the SLNC sponsored 
new signs and banners that 
have been placed throughout 
the complex. Dogs are wel-
come in the Dog Park and on 
all walking paths.

3178 Glendale Boulevard,  L os Angeles, CA 90039 * not to be combined with any other offer    

323.906.0088    www.pilatesmetro.com

Unlimited Group Classes only $199* per month! 

[LOS FELIZ IMPROVEMENT ASSOC.]

The Long View
By Nyla Arslanian, LFIA President

I’m proud of 
my local heri-
tage—grand-

parents living on a stair street 
in east Silver Lake and mother 
graduating with the first class 
of Marshall High. 

While there’s been new 
projects and infill on the occa-
sional empty lot, by and large 
Los Feliz has remained intact 
for decades and as a result is a 
very special place.

Rather than wax nostal-
gic over the “good old days,” I 
choose to live in the here and 
now enjoying the luxury of the 
long view—the history, wis-
dom and experience that only 
years lived provide. While that 
can frustrate, it can also amuse 
and mystify.

For instance, when our 
city embarked on promot-
ing its diverse culture and 
neighborhoods, establishing 
councils and promoting our 
differences, many who helped 
preserve the qualities that cre-
ated the specialness of these 
communities met city rules 
that give rights to newcomers 
and few rights to those who, 
by their efforts, helped make 

the community so desirable in 
the first place.

In 2001, anticipating the 
growth that would arrive on 
the rails of the new subway, 
the Vermont/Western Tran-
sit Oriented District Specific 
Plan (SNAP) was drafted with 

considerable citizen input. Es-
sentially it dictates how a large 
area with easy access to pub-
lic transportation would be 
developed. While Hollywood 
boomed, Los Feliz remained 
under the radar until today. 
Now, the secret is out and our 
area is ripe for development.

Within the next few 
months, the revised Holly-
wood Community Plan will 
come to City Council for ap-
proval. It incorporates SNAP, 
but there’s still much to be 
done to fully protect Los Feliz 

as we move into this century. 
We’ve seen it happen in Holly-
wood both in the commercial 
core and in neighborhoods. 
We’ve been given some protec-
tion with both SNAP and re-
cently enacted mansionization 
ordinances. Still, it’s time to 

look to other ways to protect 
all of Los Feliz.

We’re not talking NIM-
BYism. By and large, I believe 
community has a big heart 
and welcomes the new, diverse 
and younger residents desiring 
both single and multi-family 
living. But how we develop, 
design and retain the essence 
of this place as we grow re-
quires not only the long view 
but the careful and deliberate 
view as we work to preserve 
Los Feliz—the best of the best 
for years to come.  

While there’s been new projects and infill 
on the occasional empty lot, by and large 
Los Feliz has remained intact for decades 

and as a result is a very special place.

Police Search for Sikh Temple 
Vandalism Suspect

LOS FELIZ—Police released 
the name of an at-large suspect 
Sept. 19th allegedly caught on 
video vandalizing a Sikh Tem-
ple in Los Feliz.

The suspect—identified 
as 27-year-old Artyom Ma-
nukyan—allegedly wrote a 
rambling message on Aug. 
31st on a wall outside the Hol-

lywood Sikh Temple at 1966 
N. Vermont Ave., according to 
the Los Angeles Police Dept. 
(LAPD).

Manukyan, who has lived 
with family in the Glendale 
and Los Feliz areas, also al-
legedly threatened to slit the 
throat of the person who re-
corded the video, police said.

“The direct mentioning of 
the Sikh community and the 
derogatory terms, combined 
with him threatening to slit 
someone’s throat, I think ob-
viously makes him a serious 
suspect that we’ve got to take 
of the streets,” LAPD Capt. 
Bob Long said at an afternoon 
news conference.

Manukyan had not been 
apprehended at press time. 
Anyone knowing his where-
abouts is urged to call (877) 
LAPD-24-7. Anonymous tips 
can be submitted through 
Crime Stoppers by calling 
(800) 222-TIPS.

Sign up for the 

Los Feliz Ledger 
email newsletter 

in between  our regular 
publication dates.

To start receiving yours, please 

register at www.losfelizledger.com or

 email us at: newsletter@losfelizledger.com

LAPD are circulating this photo of the 
suspect, Artyom Manukyan, posted 
by a Facebook user who witnessed 
the vandalism September 1st.
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[EASTSIDE EYE]

Behind Yayoi Kusama’s 
Infinity Mirrors
By Kathy A. McDonald, Ledger Columnist

Avant-garde Japanese art-
ist Yayoi Kusama continues to 
work productively at almost 
90 years old. Her art is mes-
merizing, unforgettable and 
relies on a repetition of im-
ages and themes via immersive 
installations, sculptures and 
paintings. Many in Los Ange-
les have braved the wait at The 
Broad to step into her Infinity 
Mirrored Room—The Souls of 
Millions of Light Years Away; 
for a minute or so. 

In late October, Los An-
geles will be have the chance 
to experience six of Kusama’s 
mirrored rooms via Yayoi 
Kusama: Infinity Mirrors when 
the exhibition opens at the 
Broad. (The first round of 
50,000 tickets sold out almost 
immediately and the museum 
has extended hours and in-
creased ticket numbers to ac-
commodate demand.) Beyond 
the rooms, the show chronicles 
her mid-1960s art happenings 
and features a retrospective 
of her earlier abstract works 
including her wildly shaped 
cloth sculptures. 

Yayoi Kusama: Infinity Mir-
rors was originally organized by 

the Smithsonian’s Hirshhorn 
Museum; it then travelled to 
the Seattle Art Museum where 
museumgoers lined up for 
hours before opening to see the 
sold-out show. 

Visitors to the Seattle 
Art Museum were allowed a 
timed thirty seconds to step 
into Kusama’s kaleidoscopic 
playful chambers. Recurring 
abstract shapes are the artist’s 
hallmarks. Favored motifs in-
clude primary colored dots and 
the pumpkin (as seen in the 
Infinity Mirrored Room—All 
the Eternal Love I Have for the 
Pumpkins, a seemingly infinite 
field of glowing dotted pump-
kins). The Obliteration Room 
engages, as visitors are welcome 
to add vibrant circle-shaped 
stickers to the apartment-sized 
room filled with furniture.

Yayoi Kusama: Infinity 
Mirrors opens at The Broad 
on October 21, 2017 and runs 
through January 1, 2018. A 
limited number of same day 
tickets will be available at the 
museum on first-come first-
serve basis. Additional tickets 
will also be sold online via the-
broad.org on Oct. 2. 

[RESTAURANT REVIEW] 

Kismet Keeps Los Feliz Stylish
By Pat Saperstein, Ledger Restaurant Critic

Middle Eastern and espe-
cially Israeli tastes are abso-
lutely the hottest food trend 
in Los Angeles right now, and 
Kismet is at the white-hot epi-
center.

A collaboration between 
Sara Kramer and Sarah Hy-
manson, New York transplants 
who run the terrific Mad-
capra stand in Grand Cen-
tral Market, and Los Angeles 
restaurant empire kings Jon 
and Vinny of Animal fame, 
Kismet took over the Mother 
Dough space on Hollywood 
Blvd. and opened at the begin-
ning of 2017.

The Saras are devoted to 
bright flavors—swathes of 
tart labneh (thickened yo-
gurt), sprinkles of spices like 
tangy sumac and tangles of 
fresh herbs—in a way that 
truly does elevate some famil-
iar Middle Eastern favorites. 
And that’s what’s key: making 
better food than we’re already 
getting.  

Because in L.A., the fla-
vors of Armenia, Lebanon, 
Iran and Israel are the flavors 

we grew up with. Even diners 
whose families aren’t native to 
the Middle East weaned their 
children on Zankou roast 
chicken and had family din-
ners at Carousel and Marouch. 
So restaurants who want to 
do “modern Middle Eastern” 
can’t just switch out the bul-
gur for quinoa and parsley for 
kale and call it a day. 

Kismet takes on the chal-
lenge and succeeds, if you’re 
willing to take it on its own 
terms. Many find it just too 
expensive for what you get, 
and some also find the 20% 
service charge presumptuous, 
though it’s an increasingly 
popular trend. 

Brunch or lunch for two 
can easily run $75 without 
ordering anything particularly 
indulgent, and dinner will be 
quite a bit more, should you 
choose the rabbit for two at 
$80. 

At dinner, only a few 
other dishes involve animal 
protein, like lamb belly and 
clams in broth. Start by order-
ing some barbari bread, which 
takes a few minutes to get 
ready, and a refreshing cock-
tail like the rhubarb spritz, or 
a glass of wine from the small 
but knowing menu.

Kuku is the perfect 
brunch dish, a frittata-like 
wedge sometimes seen as a 
sandwich filling in Persian res-
taurants. Dotted with white 
beans and flecked with Swiss 
chard, it’s topped with a hand-

ful of greens. 
Shakshuka, the tradi-

tional dish of stewed toma-
toes topped with poached 
eggs that’s suddenly on every 
brunch menu, comes with the 
delectable bread from Bub and 
Grandma’s for sopping up the 
deeply flavored gravy.  

Flaky, lemony chicken 
and pine nut pies make a good 
starter, while the “Salad-y” 
choices are lovely composi-
tions of combinations, like 
cucumbers and melon with 
labneh or lettuce with plums 
and lentils, that put the focus 
on carefully selected produce.

The Turkish-ish break-
fast—yes, the names can be a 
little cutesy—makes it fun for 
a few people to snack on vari-
ous combinations of olives, 
eggs, bread, cucumbers and 
other things. 

Ditto the rabbit, which 
comes with plenty of accom-
paniments to (partially) jus-
tify the $80 price, but can be 
divided among several people. 
Jeweled crispy rice with egg 
yolk, another Persian-influ-
enced dish, is a good side for 
catching any stray sauces. 

For dessert, don’t miss the 
honey mousse with filo brittle 
and caramelized figs. 

Kismet brings together 
food that feels healthy while 
still bursting with flavor in a 
stylish setting, and it can also 
serve as a gateway drug to ex-
ploring the area’s wealth of 
OG Middle Eastern spots.

[THEATER REVIEW]

Walking to Buchenwald Explores 
America’s Changing Image
By Marilyn Tower Oliver, Ledger Theater Critic

I didn’t know quite what 
to expect when I went to see 
Tom Jacobson’s provocative 
new play, Walking to Buchen-
wald at the Atwater Village 
Theatre. The title intrigued 
me. Although the grim history 
of one of the Nazis’ most no-
torious concentration camps 
plays a role in the drama, the 
play’s main focus deals with 
the way Americans are per-
ceived in today’s Europe since 
last year’s presidential election.

A young couple, Schiller 
and Arjay, are taking Schiller’s 
aging parents on their first trip 
to Europe. 

As the group travels to 
England, France and finally 
Germany, they meet various 
young men, all amazingly por-
trayed by Will Bradley, whose 
quick costume changes and 
distinctive accents allow him 
to realistically change from 
one character to another. His 
multiple characters reflect the 
way Americans are viewed 
in a world that no longer ad-
mires the U.S. In one notable 
sketch, he is completely nude 
representing a statue in a Ber-
lin museum. In another as an 
Algerian waiter in a legendary 
Paris café, he refuses to serve 
the group when he discovers 

that they are Americans. Al-
though there is enough comedy 
to keep the audience’s interest, 
there is a serious undercurrent, 
which comes to a head when 
the group unexpectedly arrives 
at the walls of the former con-
centration camp.

Fine acting, notably by 
Laura James as Mildred and 
Ben Martin as Roger, make 
the play sizzle, and director 
Roger Menzies utilizes a stark 
set to create a moving story. 

Walking to Buchenwald 
presents many serious issues, 
which will intrigue liberals 
and probably offend conser-
vatives. While I thoroughly 
enjoyed the play, there were 
perhaps too many sub-themes, 
which detracted from the 
primary focus of America’s 
changing role as a beacon of 
freedom and democracy since 
the 2016 election.

Walking to Buchenwald, 
a production of the Open 
Fist Theatre Company, 
runs through October 21st. 
Thursdays, Fridays, Satur-
days at 8 p.m.; Sundays at 
7. Atwater Village Theatre, 
32-69 Casitas Ave., Los An-
geles. $30 (323)882-6912 
or www.openfist.org
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Compiled by Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer

THEATER

Actors Co-Op 
Patrick Barlow’s The 39 Steps, 
a comedic reworking of John 
Buchan’s novel (and Alfred Hitch-
cock’s film) performed by just 
four actors, runs until October 

29th. actorsco-op.org

Atwater Village Theatre 
The Echo Theater Company, in 
residence at the Atwater Village 
Theatre, present the world pre-
miere of Fixed by Dani Alvarez, 
a comedy about a drag queen 

in Los Angeles’ Historic Filipi-
notown, which runs until October 
22nd.  echotheatercompany.com

The Complex 
The Hollywood Fringe Festival 
hit Slashed!, a musical parody of 
1980s slasher movies, returns for 

an encore run from October 5th 
to 15th at the Complex’s Ruby 
Theater. 
complexhollywood.com

Fountain Theater 
Jeremy J. Kamp’s, post-Katrina 
family drama Runaway Home 

runs through November 5th. 
fountaintheater.com

RESTAURANTS AND 
BARS WITH LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT

Catalina Bar and Grill 
Legendary singer, dancer and 
actor performs two evenings; 
October 20th and October 21st. 
catlinajazzclub.com

Cavern Club Celebrity 
Theater at Casita del Campo 
From October 13th to October 
21st, iconic ‘80s Valley girl Julie 
Brown stars in The Homecoming 
Queen’s Got A Gun – The Musical, 
based on her similarly named 
1983 novelty hit. 
cavernclubtheater.com

The Dresden 
Marty and Elayne have been 
playing their unique mix of jazz 
standards and slightly more con-
temporary covers every Tuesday 
through Sunday at the Dresden 
for 35 years. Every Monday night 
the L.A. Underground Superstars 
show features a rotating group of 
unsigned local acts. 
thedresden.com

El Cid 
Netflix’s hit supernatural drama 
gets a musical parody in the form 
of Stranger Things: The Musical. 
This limited production is per-
formed every Tuesday in October. 
elcidsunset.com

Harvard and Stone 
Every Friday and Saturday night 
in September the H&S House 
Band play garage rock favor-
ites and back the bar’s famous 
burlesque performers. Sundays 
in August are Honkytonk Sun-
days with music from Johnny 
Travis Jr. & the Delta Dawns. 
harvardandstone.com

Joe’s Great American Bar & Grill 
Legendary surf guitarist Dick 
Dale takes the stage October 7th. 
joesgreatbar.com

The SmokeHouse 
Rat Pack Ricky performs selec-
tions from the Great American 
Songbook on October 19th. 
smokehouse1946.com

The Virgil 
Kurt Braunohler and Kristen 
Schaal host the weekly Monday 
night comedy show Hot Tub, 
typically with famous guests. 
thevirgil.com

see DINING page 8
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Lauren Thompson and Kevin Shewey star in the Actors Co-Op’s production of 
The 39 Steps. Credit: Matthew Gilmore.

Camille Spirlin and Maya Lynne Robinson star in Runaway Home, playing at the 
Fountain Theater. Credit: Ed Krieger. 
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natural wine craft beer.

We’re your neighborhood bar. We have 
fun wines, delicious beers and tasty food. 

Come on by - we would love to meet you!

20% off
your entire bill

expires 10/30/17

@tabularasabar

5125 Hollywood Blvd 90027
(between Normandie & Winona)

Live jazz every Sunday
6-9pm

Wine Tastings every Wednesday
5-8pm

HAPPY HOUR DAILY 5-7PM

Viva Cantina 
Every Thursday night at the 
Cantina, the Glen Roberts Big 
Band puts on a swingin’ show. 
Windsorlivemusic.com

MUSIC AND COMEDY

Groundlings 
On October 3rd, actress Edi Pat-
terson appears in One!, a fully 
improvised one woman spoof 
of dramatic one person shows.
groundlings.com

The Echoplex 
Notable names playing the Echo-
plex in October include Nosaj 
Thing & Jacques Greene (10/1), 
the Skatalites (10/11) and the 
Budos Band (10/14). 
spacelandpresents.com 

The Improv 
Filmmaker Kevin Smith does a 
live recording of his Hollywood 
Babble-On podcast October 13th 
and 27th. 
hollywood.improv.com

Largo at the Coronet 
Whitney Cummings does a three 
night stand as part of her I’m 
Fine … And Other Lies tour from 
October 9th to 11th. 
largo-la.com

Los Globos 
On October 15th, Los Globos 
hosts Felarama, a tribute to 
legendary Nigerian musician 
Fela Kuti. 
clublosglobos.com

The Satellite 
Neil Hamburger, the demented 
anti-comedic lounge lizard per-
sona created by Gregg Turking-
ton, celebrates ten years at The 
Satellite with help from special 
guests on October 29th. It’ll be a 
very confusing, hilarious night. 
thesatellitela.com

The Second City 
2017 Hollywood Fringe Festival 
Encore Award winning musi-
cal sci-fi political satire Trump 
In Space runs every Friday in 
October. 
secondcity.com

Upright Citizen’s Brigade 
Franklin 
UCB’s weekly Tuesday night 
stand-up showcase, Put Your 
Hands Together with hosts Cam-
eron Esposito and Rhea Butcher, 
features some of L.A.’s best com-
ics for just $7. 
franklin.ucbtheatre.com

Upright Citizen’s Brigade Sunset 
UCB’s long running long form im-
prov show Asssscat is performed 
on Sunday nights. 
sunsetucbtheatre.com

DINING from page 7

Johnny Travis Jr. & the Delta Dawns perform weekly at Harvard and Stone’s 
Honkytonk Sundays. Credit: Harvard and Stone.

Chris Aguila, Allen Lucky Weaver and Boni B. Alvarez in Fixed at the Atwater Vil-
lage Theatre. Credit: Darrett Sanders.
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This is not an offer for extension of credit or a commitment to lend. Minimum FICO, reserve, and other requirements apply. Programs are subject to 
change at any time until locked in.  LTVs are based on appraised value.  Not all applicants will qualify.  Mortgage Capital Partners, Inc. is a lender under 
California Real Estate License #01858965. NMLS #239902. © 2017 Mortgage Capital Partners, Inc.

1708 Hillhurst Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90027

Ready to make your next move? Get your Verified 
Pre-Approval and have the confidence to close. 
Contact us to find out how or visit 
thomasandmicah.com.

(626) 636-5061
teamthomasbayles@mortgcap.com

Larisa Lutes, Thomas Bayles and Micah Raff
NMLS #367680          NMLS #365181                            NMLS #952625

Silver Lake  |  Schindler (The Walker Residence)
sales price

$1,795,000 Hollywood  |  The Estes Residence
sales price

 $1,639,500

Eagle Rock
sales price

$1,285,000 Burbank
sales price

$887,000

Just Financed in the Neighborhood

[REAL ESTATE]

Hollywood Hills Still Leading Local Home Sales

There were 78 single-fam-
ily homes and 15 condos sold 
in our coverage area this Au-
gust, according to data from 
Core Logic, a real estate analy-
sis firm out of La Jolla, CA.

The Hollywood Hills 
once again boasted the high-
est sales for the area, with the 
90068 ZIP seeing 28 home 
sales this August at a median 
price of $1.5 million, about 
2% higher than the same time 
last year. Ten condos also sold 
in 90068 for a median price 
of $518,000, about 5% higher 

than last August’s median.
Meanwhile, 20 homes 

sold in Echo Park’s 90026 
ZIP. The median price for the 
area was up nearly 15% from 
last August to $950,000. Only 

one condo sold in the area for 
$630,000, about 18% higher 
than last year’s median price.

In the 90039 ZIP code, 
which includes parts of Silver 
Lake, Los Feliz and Atwater 
Village, 16 homes sold for a 
median price of $883,000 mil-
lion, about a 5% decrease from 
the previous August—and a 

possible indicator that July’s 
staggering $1.349 million me-
dian price for the ZIP code 
was more anomaly than trend. 
Three condos sold in 90039 
this August at a median price 

of $800,000, up 27% from 
last year’s median. 

Los Feliz saw 14 homes 
sell in its 90027 ZIP code for 
a median price of $1.9 mil-
lion, about 25% higher than 
the previous August. The same 
area had one condo sale for 
$656,000, a 4% increase from 
last August. 

The Hollywood Hills once again boasted the highest sales 

for the area, with the 90068 ZIP seeing 28 home sales this 

August at a median price of $1.5 million, about 2% higher 

than the same time last year.

and Link N Hops, also in 
Atwater Village, said his costs 
will go from $300 a month 
for trash pickup six days a 
week to $848 for just four 
days weekly.

But Hasroun, Lopez and 
others aren’t just balking at the 
price increase. 

Many have said the city’s 
new, mandatory program of-
fers reduced service, has had 
scheduling problems and 
missed pickups and that it re-
duces competition.

“They told us it was going 
to be wonderful and ‘we’re go-
ing to organize it in a way that 
we’re literally going to save you 
money,’” Lopez said. “Well 
they’re offering one supplier 
and it’s given us less service at 
higher costs, as often happens 
in a monopoly.”

Los Angeles Mayor Eric 
Garcetti has championed the 
program in an effort to in-
crease recycling to a goal of near 

“zero waste” by 2025 to reduce 
trash in landfills and to make 
trash pick up more efficient and 
less costly across Los Angeles. 

The program, for the first 
time, provides trash pick up 
to about 80,000 Los Angeles 
commercial and large resi-
dential buildings. Previously, 
without any such service of-
fered by the city, business 
owners and landlords negoti-
ated and contracted for their 
own trash pick up. 

Businesses and landlords 
will now receive blue, black and 
green bins, just like city resi-
dents do, or dumpsters in the 
same colors. The colors signify 
recycling, solid and landscaping 
waste, respectively. A business 
that currently has one dump-
ster, for example, will now have 
two—one blue and one black—
under the program. 

According to Tony Ar-
ranaga, spokesperson for Los 
Angeles City Councilmember 

RECYCLA from page 1

see RECYCLA page 26
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Your Neighbors and 
Local Real Estate Agents

Sold | 5350 Neal Dr | $2,115,000

In Escrow | 2824 W Ave 30  | $749,000

Shannon Fenton
shannon@fentonla.com
310.365.6118
bre#:01906521

Joey Fenton
joey@fentonla.com
323.605.2780
bre#:01929905

Nourmand & Associates
6525 Sunset Blvd. Ste G2 
Los Angeles, CA 90028
323.462.6262

Sold  |  3418 Greensward Rd | $855,000 Sold |  3650 Verdugo Vista Ter | $756,000

In Escrow  | 5934 Matilija Ave | $989,000 Just Listed | 2245 Loma Vista Pl | $799,000

[HOUSE AND HOLMES]

BAR-B-Qs?
By Rob Loos, Ledger Columnist

We’ve been 
waiting to 
buy a new 

outdoor grill until autumn, 
when the prices drop as hard-
ware stores make room for 
cornhusk scarecrows, pimple-
covered gourds, and giant in-
flatable pumpkins.

My wife let me choose the 
BBQ grill, then asked me if I 
thought it would be a good idea 
to have the store assemble and 
deliver it. I scoffed at the notion 
of paying extra money for a grill 
we got our hands on for such 
a super deal. But quickly, I felt 
like a bag of candy-corn the day 
after Halloween. 

The first thing you need 
to remember is that gas grills 
come unassembled, which in 
grill-language means “impos-
sible to put together unless 
you’re an aerospace engineer.” 
The second thing is that the 
box is a lot bigger in your car 
then it looks on display in the 
store. The third thing is that 
the six-foot-four inch hulk 
who stuffs the grill crate into 
your SUV has no plans to 
stick around to help you get 
it out of the car. Even after a 
generous two-dollar tip.

So after arriving home and 
spending 45 minutes wrestling 
the grill box partially out of the 
car, I decided that I would car-
ry the smaller grill pieces into 
our house for quick assembly. 
After 12 trips, my 127-piece 
dream grill was spread across 
the living room floor. As I tried 
to match the diagrams to the 

bizarrely worded assembly in-
structions, I realized that there 
might have been some wisdom 
in paying the hardware store to 
assemble and deliver the beau-
ty. But five short hours later, 
the assembly was completed 
and our black and chrome grill 
was ready for action.

As darkness fell we had 
a special family bonding mo-
ment as we wheeled the grill 
outside. I placed the propane 
tank from our old grill into 
position, attached it, opened 
the grill lid, and tah-dah. 
Nothing. The grill would not 

light. There stood my beauti-
ful wife with a plate filled with 
burgers and corn ready to be 
BBQ’d, but the grill was as 
cold as my preseason bet that 
the Patriots wouldn’t lose a 
game this season.

So I did what I always do 
in these situations, I called my 
friend Dave, the super-con-
tractor and wizard of all things 
home improvement. I reached 
him as he was downing an 
energy drink after his polo 

lesson. He quizzed me on all 
of the pertinent assembly in-
structions, then asked an espe-
cially probing question: “How 
heavy is your propane tank? If 
it’s heavy, it’s filled with pro-
pane, if it’s light, you’re out 
of gas.” I picked up my nearly 
weightless propane tank, re-
visited the hardware store and 
exchanged it for a very heavy 
tank, then returned to cook 
my family a great grilled meal 
at 9:30 that night. Which goes 
to once again prove, “If I can’t 
figure it out—and I know that 
I can’t—my friend Dave can.”

[KEEN TO BE GREEN]

Options for an 
Eco-Afterlife?
By Meher McArthur, Ledger Columnist

As we ap-
proach Hal-

loween, we pay more attention 
to graveyards than perhaps at 
other times of the year, but 
the traditional graveyard may 
soon meet its own demise. 
Recently, as our resources be-
come scarcer and more people 
become conscious of the waste 
and potential toxicity of tradi-
tional burials, more people are 
turning to natural burials.

In most burials in the 
United States, bodies are em-
balmed, often using chemi-
cal substances such as form-
aldehyde, a smelly gas that, 
according to the EPA, can 
“cause adverse health effects.” 
Caskets are often constructed 
from hardwoods, steel, cop-
per and bronze and vaults 
are typically built of steel and 
concrete—all materials that 
are dwindling as the world’s 
population booms. Even cre-
mations, which I had assumed 

were more eco-friendly, also 
involve wooden caskets and 
emit such noxious substances 
as carbon dioxide, contribut-
ing to climate change.

According to the Natural 
Burial Association of Califor-
nia, “a natural burial is the act 
of returning a body as naturally 
as possible to the earth.” The 
body is not embalmed or cre-
mated but instead buried in a 
simple, biodegradable casket or 
shroud in a hand-dug grave in 
a protected green space. Many 
green burial providers work 
with the Green Burial Council, 
which partners with land trusts 
and park service agencies to help 
provide green burials. 

With some thoughtful 
planning ahead with such pro-
viders, it is possible to arrange 
for a tree to be planted to 
mark a grave instead of a head-
stone—less spooky at Hallow-
een perhaps, but far less scary 
for the environment too.

My wife let me choose the BBQ grill, 
then asked me if I thought it would be a 

good idea to have the store assemble 
and deliver it. 

Advertise in the

Los Feliz Ledger
(323) 741-0019



Tranquil Traditional on a Corner Lot 

3666 Mimosa Dr, Glassell Park
3 BED | 2 BATH | $875,000

Mid-Century Elegance

590 Crane Blvd, Mt Washington
3 BED + DEN | 2 BATH | $1,025,000

Compass is a licensed real estate broker (01991628) in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only.
Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. To reach the Compass main office call 626.205.4040.

Mid-Century Modern + Guest Unit

5716 Haneman St, Highland Park
3 BED | 2 BATH | $1,025,000

l

New Homes, Rooftop Decks | theGlenLA.com

13103 Victory Blvd,  Valley Glen
UP TO 4 BED | 3.5 BATH | HIGH $600,000

For Lease Mid-Century Modern View Home

3249 Tareco Dr, Hollywood Hills
3 BED | 3 BATH | $6,500/MO

New Homes with Views | CollineEchoPark.com 

1513 Lake Shore Ave, Echo Park
3 BED | 2.5 BATH | CALL FOR PRICING

Reserve Your New Home Today at www.theerb.com

Offering mixed-use and single-family residences in Eagle Rock. Up to 3 bedrooms + 2.5 bathrooms. Private 2-car 
garages, rooftop decks with gorgeous views. Prices starting in the high $700,000’s. Arrange your private tour and 

reserve your home today. Contact us at 323-842-4002 or info@theerb.com. 

House + Guest Unit on a Large Lot  

2236 W Ave 33, Glassell Park
4 BED | 1.5 BATH | $899,000

Spacious Contemporary View Home

1800 Silverwood Ter, Silver Lake
4 BED | 3 BATH | $1,089,000

Tracy Do
CalBRE #01350025

tracydo.com
323.842.4001
tracy@tracydo.com
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Monterey Style in Laughlin Park

2020 Laughlin Park Drive
Laughlin Park, Los Feliz

6 Bedrooms
3.5 Baths
Family room; pool.
3,370 square feet per public records.

Web site with fl oor plan:  www.2020laughlinpark.com.
YouTube video tour:  search “2020 Laughlin Park”.

Pristine, 6-bedroom Monterey-style home in the gated, high-
profi le community of Laughlin Park.  Long, separately-gated 

driveway sweeps up half-acre lot to fl at, private terrace with 
city, mountain and Observatory views.  3-car garage with brick 
motor court.  Mature specimen trees; pool with entertainment 
patio.  Impeccably maintained; high quality fi xtures and fi nishes 
throughout including Smallbone kitchen.  Grand-scale living 
room; high ceilings; wrap-around bedroom-level balcony; master 

bedroom suite 
with fi replace 
and adjoining 
offi ce/den; wine 
cellar.  Find 
here an elegant 
hideaway in the 
heart of one of 
Los Angeles’s 
most desired 
neighborhoods.

$3,500,000

Richard Stanley
#1 Agent - Los Feliz Offi ce, 2015 
and 1995-2009
Estates Director
Architectural and Historic Properties 
Specialist

rstanley@coldwellbanker.com
213 300-4567  cell / voice mail
©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark 
licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal 
Housing Opportunity.  Owned and operated by NRT LLC.  All rights reserved.  If your 
property is listed with another broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.  CalBRE license 
#:   00971211

Suspiria and Profondo 
Rosso changed the way 
cinematic terror was scored. 
They come to town just 
after Halloween to give 
the people one last shot of 
the sinister. Tickets start at 
$23.50. The Regent Theater, 
Thurs. November 2nd, 8 p.m. 
448 S. Main St. Information: 
spacelandpresents.com/
events/regent-theater-dlta

DO YOU LIKE 
SCARY MOVIES?

Shriekfest L.A.’s oldest 
horror and sci-fi film fest 
celebrates 17 years with a 
slate of independent genre 
films. The festival features 
a mix of shorts and feature 
films, including some world 
premier screenings. Full 
festival passes are $120. 
Raleigh Studios, Thu. 
October 5th to Sun. 
October 8th. 
5300 Melrose Ave. 
Info: shriekfest.com

Night Of The Living Dead 
Cinespia presents a newly 
restored print of George 
Romero’s genre-defining 
1968 zombie movie. Truly 
the best way to celebrate 
Halloween is by watching a 
zombie movie in a cemetery! 
Tickets are $16. Hollywood 
Forever Cemetery, Tues. 
October 31st, gates at 5:15 
p.m., film starts at 7 p.m. 
6000 Santa Monica Blvd. 
Information: cinespia.org

The Phantom Of The Opera 
For those who want to 
celebrate All Hallow’s Eve in 
a fancy way, the Los Angeles 
Phil will proudly continue 
its Halloween tradition of a 
classic silent film with live 
organ accompaniment by 
organist Clark Wilson. This 
year’s film features Lon 
Chaney Jr. in his most iconic 
role, as the Phantom of the 
Opera takes over the concert 
hall. Tickets start at $32. 
Walt Disney Concert Hall, 
Tues. October 31st , 7:30 p.m. 
111 S. Grand Ave. 
Information: laphil.com

MORE 
MONSTROUS FUN

Los Angeles Haunted 
Hayride For its ninth year, 
the Haunted Hayride puts 
guests face to facepaint with 
creepy clowns. The event 
will also feature a twisted 
trick or treat area that’s not 
for kids, a pitch black maze 
in a demonic house and the 
Purgatory village featuring 
a “scary-go-round.” Tickets 
start at $30. Griffith Park Old 
L.A. Zoo, Fri. September 29th 
to Tues. October 31st. 
4730 Crystal Springs Dr.
losangeleshauntedhayride.
com.

Dia De Los Muertos 
Hollywood Forever’s 18th 
annual family friendly Day 
of the Dead festival will 
feature music, art, food and 
a traditional procession with 
Aztec blessings. Highlights 
of the event will include over 
a hundred altars created 
by community members 
honoring their ancestors 
and four stages of music. 
This year the event pays 
tribute to J.G. Posada, 
who created the famed La 
Catrina associated with 
modern Day of the Dead 
celebrations. Colombian 
rockers Arteciopelados 
headline the event. Tickets 
are $20. Hollywood Forever 
Cemetery, Sat. October 28th, 
noon to midnight. 
6000 Santa Monica Blvd. 
Info: ladayofthedead.com 

The Last Podcast on the 
Left’s Samhain Gala The 
Last Podcast On The Left 
is Webby Award winning 
comedic exploration of all 
things terrifying, whether 
it be real serial killers, 
cryptozoological creatures 
or creepypastas (internet 
folklore). Halloween is the 
podcast’s favorite time of 
the year and the perfect 
time for a live show. Tickets 
start at $40. The El Rey, 
Sat. October 28th, 9 p.m. 
5515 Wilshire Blvd. 
Information: theelrey.com

HALLOWEEN from page 3

weeks of his term in 2015.
“It’s a victory for transpar-

ency in Los Angeles,” said the 
coalition’s Executive Director 
David Snyder of the settle-
ment. “We think [the settle-
ment]  will prevent the  de-
struction of records,” in the 
future.

According to court docu-
ments, the city’s argument was 
that California law does not 
specify public records must be 
retained. 

City attorneys also ar-
gued  only department heads, 
like those for the city’s depart-
ment of Recreation and Parks, 
police and fire, for example, 
must follow state rules regard-
ing destroying or altering pub-
lic records, not publicly elected 
officials.

The city also argued the 
notion of keeping every single 
record for years was unruly 
and impossible to manage, 
asking in court documents, 
is the “[c]ity  liable if one of 
its thousands of employees 
deletes an email or throws 
away a scrap of paper?»

The issue of LaBonge’s or-
der to destroy so many docu-
ments was felt most by his 
successor current Los Angeles 
City Councilmember David 
Ryu.

Soon after Ryu took office 
in July of 2015, some close to 
him indicated there was not a 
scrap of paper left behind  by 
outgoing LaBonge.  Addition-
ally, they said, little communi-
cation, if any, occurred during 
the transition between the two 
lawmakers.

Ryu, considered a long 
shot when his campaign 
kicked off, defeated LaBonge’s 
former Chief of Staff Carolyn 
Ramsay.

In the fall of 2015, a mo-
tion by Ryu was approved by 
the Los Angeles City Council 
to create a protocol for the or-
derly transitions between city 
elected officials and “to ensure 
that our city prioritize[s] trans-

parency and access to infor-
mation,” he said  in a released 
statement regarding the settle-
ment.

Los Feliz resident Steph-
anie Scher along with her 
husband  Michael Miller, 
both former city attorneys 
for multiple cities in South-
ern California who have spo-
ken out against LaBonge’s 
actions and have worked to 
get other agencies like the 
Los Angeles District Attor-
ney’s office and the Califor-
nia State Attorney General 
involved in the issue, said, 
“We are pleased to see the 
city of Los Angeles is going 
to comply with state law and 
its too bad it took litigation 
to get them to do so.”

While Scher said such a 
settlement is better than noth-
ing at all, she said the city’s 
interpretation of state law is 
flawed.

“City councilmembers 

can’t unilaterally destroy doc-
uments,” she said. “The city 
owns the document, not the 
councilmember.”

According to Los Angeles 
municipal code, the city clerk 
is responsible for the reten-
tion and destruction of public 
records, including those “of a 
public official ... existing at the 
termination or expiration of a 
public official’s term of office.”

“An argument that city 
councilmembers are not cov-
ered by this is just silly,” Scher 
said. “It makes no sense that a 
councilmember can do what-
ever he wants with city docu-
ments.”

As part of the settlement, 
the city will pay the coalition’s 
$20,000 in attorney fees and 
promised the organization it 
would consult with the non-
profit if it wants to change any 
of its rules for records reten-
tion and destruction over the 
next five years.

LABONGE from page 1
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T H E  F U L L E R  F O U R
Coming soon in Hollywood.  www.Fuller4.com

CalBRE(s) 01245334/01427385. Compass is a licensed real estate broker (01991628) in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. 
Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. To reach the Compass main office call 310.230.5478

BONI BRYANT & JOE REICHLING
323.395.9084   |   BryantReichling.com

2516 MOUNT BEACON TERRACE

THE LOS FELIZ OAKS                 $2,650,000

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1ST  |  1:00PM-5:00PM

4 BEDROOMS  •  3.25 BATHROOMS  •  3,037 SQ FT
GATED + PRIVATE  •  VIEWS OF THE HOLLYWOOD SIGN

This material is intended as informational only and not as a solicitation. All information contained has been provided by the Realtor and 
even where intended to be reliable is in no case a guarantee to accuracy of the information contained.

realtor® | calbre #01316789

cell 323.630.0373 
direct 323.463.2663
email robintcollins@gmail.com

ROBIN COLLINS

Locals Seek to Stop “By-Right” Mansion
By Erin Hickey Pinheiro, Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELIZ—After the Los 
Angeles Dept. of Building and 
Safety denied their appeal Au-
gust 29th, a group of hillside 
homeowners are now seek-
ing other remedies to prevent 
the construction of a 16,346 
square-foot home on Glen-
dower Avenue in the hills near 
Griffith Park.

Residents opposed to the 
project, which would combine 
two properties owned by ce-
lebrity hairstylist Chaz Dean 
into one six-bedroom, five-
bathroom estate, complete 
with an underground gym, 
sauna and bowling alley, cite 
both scale and safety issues 
with the development they say 
would dwarf nearby homes. 

Leading the charge 
against the project is Ann 
Whitford Paul, who lives near 
the development on Catalina 
Street. 

Paul has compared the 
project to “a whale surrounded 
by minnows” and “a bowling 
ball in a game of marbles.” In 
other words, it’s big—much 
bigger than any other home 
in the area and, according to 
Paul, much too big for the 
neighborhood. 

Paul and some of her 

neighbors, who share those 
concerns, contacted their city 
councilmember, David Ryu. 
The councilmember was able 
to delay a city hearing on the 
project and held two commu-
nity meetings on the topic, 
but said there was little else he 
could do. 

“The intention of these ... 
meetings was to come up with 
compromises that were suit-
able for the neighbors,” said 
Ryu spokesperson Estevan 
Montemayor. 

And while some compro-
mises were reached—includ-
ing a reduction in the amount 
of dirt being removed for the 
project’s construction, a phone 
number for residents to call 
with any issues during con-
struction, and attendants to 
direct traffic around the con-
struction site—Montemayor 
said the council district’s 
hands were tied in regards to 
restricting the project’s size. 

“The applicant’s project is 
‘by-right,’” said Montemayor, 
meaning it is legally permitted 
under zoning laws, so neigh-
bors have little recourse to pre-
vent it from being built.  

At issue is the city’s Base-
line Hillside Ordinance, 

neighborhood-specific con-
struction guidelines created in 
2008 to prevent out-of-scale 
development and excessive 
hillside grading. The ordi-
nance was updated in March 
2017 with more stringent 
height, square-footage and 
grading limits. 

Although Dean’s project, 
if submitted today, would not 
be allowed under the current 
restrictions, because it was sub-
mitted prior to the update, the 
project was grandfathered in 
under the old version of the law. 

So some area homeowners 
appealed the haul route—the 
path construction trucks will 
drive to and from the site, pro-
posed to go along Glendower 
Avenue, Catalina Street and 
Los Feliz Boulevard—claim-
ing it would cause significant 
inconvenience as well as po-
tential safety issues. 

“The applicant is request-
ing removal of 8,500 cubic 
yards of dirt in 85 days,” the 
August 4th appeal, written by 
Paul on behalf of herself and 
others, reads. “If each truck 
carries 10 cubic yards of dirt, 
this would amount to a total 
of 1,700 trips … or 20 trips a 

see MANSION page 17

Sister Cities Seeks Host Families

GRIFFITH PARK—In celebra-
tion of the 50th anniversary 
of the establishment of Sister 
Cities of Los Angeles’s relation-
ship with Berlin, a delegation of 
eight German forestry students 
and two professors will visit Los 
Angeles from Oct. 13th – 27th 
to plant trees and restore infra-

structure in the Berlin Forest 
section of the park. Sister Cities 
is seeking families living near 
Griffith Park who would like 
to host a student or teacher. 
German language skills are 
not required. Contact Te-
resa Dahl (323) 552-8999 or 
tdahl@sistercitiesofla.org.



LOS FELIZ BROKERAGE |  1801 NORTH HILLHURST AVENUE, LOS ANGELES, CA 90027 |  323.665.1700
MARC GIROUX, S.V.P. |  BROKERAGE MANAGER

Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with 
Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. *Data per MarketQuest for the dates ranging from 1.1.2011-09.7.2017 for Single Family 
Homes, Condos, and Townhomes for the area of 90027.

2185 PONET DRIVE 
LOS FELIZ | New Listing
web: 0286774 | Price Upon Request

c. 1949 Post and Beam. 15,000 sf lot. Rare romantic hidden artist retreat in the heart of the Los Feliz Oaks. Sited on a premiere street, a long private 
driveway leads to a landing pad and two-car garage. Meander up the lushly vegetated steps thru the 15000+ lot with straight on Downtown Views. 2 +1 
Mid-century mountain magic. Beamed ceilings, library wall,  wood burning fireplace, Douglas fir floors, and white washed walls. Master Bedroom enjoys 
full downtown Views. A glorious place to read and write, and co-habitate with bluebirds. A home to dwell in nature.

4848 LOS FELIZ BLVD 
LOS FELIZ | SOLD
Offered at $4,200,000
Gated compound. Private parking for 12 cars, 
4 covered. c. 1921 Arthur R. Kelly.

4000 CROMWELL AVENUE
LOS FELIZ | SOLD
Offered at $2,485,000
cContemporary home where all main living 
spaces take center stage.

P A T R I C I A  R U B E N
T H E  # 1  P R O D U C I N G  A G E N T  I N  L O S  F E L I Z *

2329 E LIVE OAK DRIVE  
LOS FELIZ | SOLD
Offered at $3,825,000
Gated, in the Oaks. Flat 11,000+sf lot. Grand 
Traditional East Coast gated compound.

2549 CANYON OAK DRIVE  
LOS FELIZ | SOLD
Offered at $2,497,000
Architect Tony Ngai, c. 1984. On an 
untraveled Los Feliz OAKS street.

2017 SELECT SOLDS

Patricia Ruben
323.671.2310
Patricia.Ruben@sothebyshomes.com
CalBRE: 01262286



LOS FELIZ BROKERAGE |  1801 NORTH HILLHURST AVENUE, LOS ANGELES, CA 90027 |  323.665.1700
MARC GIROUX, S.V.P. |  BROKERAGE MANAGER

Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. Operated 
by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associates 
and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Sotheby’s International Realty CalBRE#: 899496

2285 N HOBART BLVD.
LOS FELIZ
Offered at $3,897,000
3bd/ 4ba circa 1976 u shaped architectural.
Konstantine V. |  Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

2353 CANYON DRIVE 
LOS FELIZ | New Listing
Offered at $1,699,000
3 bd/3.5ba, 1927 Country English home.
Brian Moore 310.849.4990

1342 BENTON WAY 
SILVER LAKE | New Listing
Offered at $1,350,000
Silver Lake bungalow circa 1919 with views.
Rob Kallick 323.775.6305

2110 ROSELIN PLACE 
SILVER LAKE
Offered at $798,000
Charming 3 level home with views.
Rosemary Low 323.660.5885

2400 WILD OAK DRIVE 
LOS FELIZ | In Escrow
Offered at $3,385,000
4bd/4ba Spanish, media room & DTLA views.
Jeff Young 213.819.9630

4840 GLENCAIRN ROAD  
LOS FELIZ | SOLD
Offered at $1,829,000
Views of downtown to Wilshire Corridor.
Rosemary Low 323.660.5885

3519 FERNWOOD AVENUE
SILVER LAKE
Offered at $1,599,000
4bd/3ba stunning contemporary Spanish
Rob Kallick 323.775.6305

2012 OAKSTONE WAY 
LAUREL CANYON | SOLD
Offered at $997,000
3bd/2ba Country English among trees in canyon.
Konstantine V. |  Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

3313 DESCANSO DRIVE 
SILVER LAKE | New Listing
Offered at $7,500/month
Luxury Spanish 4bd/4ba, city views.
Lynn Shepodd, Ann Saucier 323.301.6331

2828 WESTSHIRE DRIVE
HOLLYWOOD HILLS EAST
Offered at $1,649,000
4bd/4ba stunning Mediterranean. Views.
Konstantine V. |  Rick Yohon 323.270.1725.

1929 N NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE
LOS FELIZ
Offered at $1,165,000
Strong bones awaiting to fulfill its potential.
Michelle St. Clair 213.304.4943

3237 CANYON LAKE DRIVE 
HOLLYWOOD | New Listing
Offered at $10,000/month
Lake Hollywood 3bd/3ba + den and pool.
Jeff Young 213.819.9630

2549 CANYON OAK DRIVE
LOS FELIZ | SOLD
Offered at $2,497,000
Architect Tony Ngai, c. 1984. Los Feliz Oaks.
Rick Yohon| Patricia Ruben 323.270.1725

1118 GLEN OAKS
PASADENA | New Listing
Offered at $1,798,000
Architectural purity and completeness.
Michelle St. Clair, Joey Kiralla 213.304.4943

2320 BERKELEY AVENUE 
SILVER LAKE | New Listing
Offered at $1,398,000
5bd/4ba architectural, + loft, & bonus room.
Patti Ruben | Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

4314 LA CLEDE AVENUE
ATWATER VILLAGE | ‘The Cottage’
Offered at $850,000
c 1923 character; 2bd/1ba w/park-like grounds 
Rick Yohon 323.270.1725

2036 BALMER DRIVE
SILVER LAKE | LEASED
Offered at $5,400/month
1930’s Spanish 4bd/2.5 ba
Rosemary Low 323.660.5885

T H E  A R T  O F  L I V I N G

S O T H E B Y S H O M E S . C O M

2226 MORENO DRIVE
SILVER LAKE | SOLD
Offered at $1,997,000
3bd/ 3ba Spanish Colonial c1929 Lake Views 
Gail Crosby | Rick Yohon 323.428.2864

3145 SILVERADO DRIVE
SILVER LAKE | New Listing
Offered at $1,853,000
3bd/ 3ba U-shaped Hacienda c1936 w/pool.
Konstantine V. |  Rick Yohon 323.270.1725.

2054 DRACENA DRIVE
LOS FELIZ 
Offered at $3,780,000
12 unit bldg. 1bd/1ba apartments. Potential.
Judy Dionzon 323.394.2330
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3 BED | 2.5 BATH | POOL | VIEWS 23,000+  LOT 

2633 La Cuesta
Private. Stunning East Coast Farmhouse.  
List Price: $2,695,000
www.2633LaCuesta.com

 BED |  BATH |  SQFT  

�orgeous �rounds. Pool. �ated � Private
Call for details.

4 BED | 2 BATH | 2,848 SF 

2201 Panorama Terrace  
List Price: $�,9��,000
www.220�Panorama.com

Exceptional services, expert 
market knowledge, and Compass’ 
cutting edge real estate 
technology offers a next 
generation experience.

— 

Estate �irector
m: 323.�0�.�0�3
karen.lower�compass.com
karenlower.net
Cal��E 0�29655�Classic �raditional �ome with Pool and Spa

Call for details. 

ACTIVE

of 30 years, Barry Isaacson, 
who  said he  followed updates 
regarding  the  outages  on 
Nextdoor.com. “This [past] 
summer it’s been  in melt-
down.” 

He said many locals come 
to expect power outages every 
summer. 

 “I don’t want to be quoted 
as ragging on DWP because 
they’re good guys doing a very 
difficult job,”  said Isaacson. 
“But the infrastructure is com-
pletely  [expletive]. Excuse the 
French.” 

Much of the under-
ground  electrical  infrastruc-
ture on which Silver Lake and 
surrounding areas depend 
was built between  1930 and 
1960. That infrastructure was 
intended  for smaller homes 
with fewer electricity require-
ments than  those of  many 
current homes in the area, ac-
cording to a spokesperson for 
the LADWP. 

Isaacson said some fault 
belongs to consumers, who he 
believes overburden the sys-
tem with bigger and more ap-
pliances.  

But he still questions why 
a “sophisticated” city like Los 
Angeles “seems to have a third-
world electrical grid.” 

“It’s part of the social 

compact isn’t it?” Isaacson 
said. “You pay your taxes ... so 
you expect the electrical ser-
vice you receive to be robust 
and able to adjust to extreme 
circumstances. To have some-
thing in reserve.” 

Issaccson’s power was out 
for about 24 hours in July. He 
said it makes a person feel less 
secure in their home when the 
power goes out for that long. 

“We’re used to getting fluc-
tuations and brown outs and 
outages at the height of summer, 
but this summer was so bad 
that I think it almost reached a 
breaking point in terms of what 
the community was willing to 
put up with,” he said.

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
from  the  LADWP  ad-
dressed community con-
cerns about the recent outages 
at a Silver Lake Neighborhood 
Council  (SLNC)  commit-
tee meeting in September. 

“We had been receiving 
some complaints or questions 
about it,” said  SLNC  board-
member  Jerome  Courshon. 
“When the power goes out 
for many hours it impacts 
the businesses that are af-
fected by that outage,  and 
obviously it affects people’s 
lives. So we wanted to know 
what was going on. ... Sixteen 
power outages in literally eight 

months  is  kind of ridiculous, 
you know.”

Increased burden on  ag-
ing utility  systems in hot 
months  can create prob-
lems,  said David  Siew-
ert,  a  LADWP district su-
pervisor. But “not all old 
infrastructure is bad in-
frastructure,” he said,  and 
it  is only one of many factors 
that lead to power outages.  

Damage from corrosion, 
from tree limbs or roots, and 
mylar balloons interfering 
with cables are often inciting 
factors of power failures,  he 
said.  

“Unfortunately  [restoring 
power is] more than just some-
one going out to flip a circuit 
breaker, like they would do 
in their house,”  Siewert  said. 
“Most times it requires a 
skilled crew to go out and as-
sess and diagnostically find 
the problem.” 

According to the  LAD-
WP, 70% of the 2017 outages 
in Silver Lake have been the 
result of faulty infrastructure 
and the utility  currently  has 
more than $1 million  bud-
geted  to replace underground 
cable in the Silver Lake area.

“What we’ve done is 
identify the problem areas, 
write  the required infrastruc-
ture replacement jobs and 

we’re now in the process of do-
ing it,” said  Siewert.  Some of 
those jobs could take a year or 
more to complete, he said. 

Work will  include cable, 
transformer and pole replace-
ments.  

According to  Siewert, 
there  is  no quick fix  and re-
placing that much  infra-
structure  requires skilled 
engineers  and crew work-
ers,  especially in the case of 
aged infrastructure. 

Silver Lake is not alone 
with its power outage prob-
lems. According to the LAD-
WP, Los Feliz and Atwater 
Village have each experienced 
six power outages so far in 
2017.  

“I think the DWP needs 
to figure out what to do be-
cause there is frequency in 
this,” said Los Feliz resident 
Rafik  Ghazarian. “In the 
summer when there’s high 
demand for electricity, they 
need to figure out how to 
ramp up the grid and the 
transformers.” 

Ghazarian,  who  said 
he followed Twitter and Next-
door for updates on the black-
outs, said there’s more to be 
concerned about than just the 
lights and air conditioner.  

According to  Ghazarian, 
he spent 45 minutes helping 

his mother, who is in her 80s, 
climb the stairs to her bedroom 
when the  elevator  at her Los 
Feliz  condominium  stopped 
working during one of the 
most recent blackouts. 

Brooke Delaney, who 
lives near Rowena Avenue and 
Griffith Park Boulevard, said 
her power went out multiple 
times in the days before and 
during the Labor Day week-
end, once for 10 hours. 

“Mainly I tried to fol-
low  [LADWP] on Twitter 
because it seemed more up-
to-date and easier than try-
ing to get somebody on the 
phone,” she said. 

According to Delaney, she 
has lived in the area for about 
three years and this year was 
the first time she experienced 
an outage. 

“I was mostly concerned 
for our neighbors, because 
a lot of them are a lot old-
er  and  couldn’t  really  handle 
the heat wave as it was,” she 
said. 

Delaney said she had fam-
ily staying with her during the 
outages in her 1,000 square 
foot apartment. 

“I didn’t know what I was 
going to do with our guests,” 
she said. “Were we going to 
lose all the food in the refrig-
erator? We didn’t know.” 

OUTAGES from page 1
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John Chadbourne
(310) 892-3301

Liens and Judgements 
giving you a scare?

Call me.

city staff salaries and benefits; 
operating services and sup-
plies; and department, divi-
sional and citywide overhead 
in processing the appeals, 
which amounted to 266 filed 
last fiscal year—June 2016 to 
July 2017.

The issue is currently 
pending in two City Hall 
committees.

Los Angeles City Coun-
cilmember David Ryu said he 
does not support such a drastic 
increase, while Councilmem-
ber Mitch O’Farrell indicated 
he supports “reasonable in-
creases” and will evaluate best 
practices of other cities and 
counties.

The public was given an 
opportunity to express its point 
of view over the summer.

In a written statement 
on the issue, the Echo Park 
Neighborhood Council said 
raising the fees so drastically 
“is a dereliction of one of the 
primary duties of govern-
ment—to provide a fair and 
impartial system of reviewing 
decisions ... accessible to all 
citizens, including minority 
voices, and not just those with 
wealth and power.”

And the Hollywoodland 
Homeowners Assoc. said sim-
ply, the city should consider 
“pension revamping,” before 
making such a change. The as-
sociation also said the appeals 
process performs a vital role in 
city planning and should not 
be silenced.

“We have experienced 
mistakes that planning and 
building and safety have 
made in project approvals that 
needed correction through the 
appeals process,” the associa-
tion’s letter stated. 

The costs in question are 
for appeals filed by anyone 
other than the applicant—in 
most cases, a project’s devel-
oper. Applicants vying for city 
approvals already have to pay 
over $13,000 to file an appeal.

A review of other cities’ 
appeal fees for non-develop-

ers reveal Burbank charges 
$127 and Long Beach $50, on 
the low side, while Glendale 
charges $2,000. San Francisco 
charges $600 for such appeals.

San Diego officials recent-
ly increased the cost to file an 
appeal to its city council from 
$102 to $1,000 but all other 
appeal fees remain at $100. 

James O’Sullivan, Presi-
dent of the Miracle Mile 
Residential Assoc., said he 
has been following the city’s 
efforts to increase appeal fees 
for years and suggests they are 
attempts to silence opposition. 

“They tried this for years,” 
O’Sullivan said. “It’s just one 
more effort to push the little 
guy down. ... It’s just mean 
spirited.”

But according to Doug 
Haines, who unsuccessfully 
ran to unseat current Los Ange-
les City Councilmember Mitch 
O’Farrell earlier this year, the 
cost to truly appeal a develop-
ment can be much higher than 
just the one filing fee. 

For instance, he said, 
there are multiple levels of ap-
peals that can be made as a 
potential project wends its way 
through city approvals.

“There are potentially 
three times you would have 
to appeal,” a project, he said, 
“in order to exhaust your rem-
edies. If you have to appeal all 
over the place, that could cost 
over $40,000.” 

Haines, who is also with 
the La Mirada Avenue Neigh-
borhood Assoc. and sits on 
two neighborhood councils, 
one for which he is chair of 
its planning committee, has 
filed multiple appeals over the 
years, he said, “to protect my 
neighborhood.” 

“I don’t buy their num-
bers,” he said. “It does not 
make any sense. ... It’s all a 
ruse, an excuse to bar people 
from exercising their rights.”

While the city’s adminis-
trative officer has recommend-
ed such a drastic price jump, 
its Dept. of Planning has 

APPEALS from page 1
day, or [four] per hour, or one 
truck every fifteen minutes.” 

But according to the ap-
peal, what would simply be an 
inconvenience on an ordinary 
street, presents a safety hazard 
on the narrow, winding roads 
that characterize the hills of 
Los Feliz. 

“The prospect of having 
heavy dump trucks driving 
around these blind curves … 
is alarming and unsafe,” the 
appeal reads. “In addition, 
there is the danger and incon-
venience of many dump trucks 
trying to turn from Catalina 
Street onto highly trafficked 
Los Feliz Boulevard at an in-
tersection where there is no 
traffic signal.” 

Additionally, the appeal, 
which the city ultimately de-
nied, cites geological concerns, 
claiming landslides occurred 
in the area during previous 
construction and rains. 

That is the primary con-
cern for Nyla Arslanian, who 
lives on Edgemont Street, di-
rectly below the project on the 
downslope of the hill. 

According to Arslanian, she 
and her husband have poured 
thousands of dollars, at the rec-
ommendation of a geologist, 
into reinforcing the hillside they 

share with Dean, which she said 
has a “50-year history of prob-
lems with landslides” between 
the two properties.

“We’ve also experienced 
water seeping into our garage 
and under the house during 
rainy season[s] and a few times 
when the property above was 
overwatered,” Arslanian said 
in an email.

Arslanian said she wor-
ries the removal of so much 
dirt to build the project could 
further destabilize the hillside 
and cause more damage to her 
property.

“With this history, you 
can see why we have been very 
concerned about the planned 
grading and changes to the to-
pography of the hillside,” Ars-
lanian said. “Although we have 
been assured that the retaining 
walls being planned will ‘make 
the hill better,’ we are forced to 
trust the builder and the city 
that that is in fact true.”

But despite their disagree-
ment, Arslanian said, she still 
likes Dean.

“Chaz [Dean] has been 
our neighbor for 10 years, and 
we’ve considered him a good 
neighbor,” she said. “He’s not 
a bad person, and I tried to 
assure him it wasn’t anything 
personal. We’re just opposed 

to the project.”  
According to Arslanian, 

Dean made a verbal prom-
ise to her that he would pay 
for any damage caused to her 
property. Now, she said, she 
seeks to get that promise in 
writing. 

As for Paul, she and her 
neighbors along the haul route 
are looking into other options.

“We are exploring, with 
an attorney, to see if there 
might be a case based on en-
vironmental or procedural is-
sues,” she said. 

Dean declined to be in-
terviewed, but issued the fol-
lowing statement through a 
spokesperson: “I love Los Feliz 
and have called it my home for 
10 years. As a member of the 
community, who supports the 
community, I have ensured 
that we are fully compliant 
with the Hillside Ordinance 
and the municipal code of Los 
Angeles. Safety is the number 
one priority and we have put 
safeguards in place to limit 
the impact on neighbors and 
stabilize the property from po-
tential risk.”

Dean’s spokesperson did 
not respond to a request to 
clarify what specific safe-
guards would be implemented 
on deadline. 

MANSION from page 13

one of the neighborhood’s 
most contentious issues, with 
road diet supporters claim-
ing it has reduced speeds and 
increased safety on Rowena 
and detractors saying wors-
ened traffic has pushed speed-
ing cars onto residential side 
streets, only to create new 
safety issues there.  

Like Rowena’s lane reduc-
tion, the Vista del Mar road diet 
was a response to a pedestrian 
fatality, after a teenage girl was 
struck by a taxi near Dockweiler 
State Beach in 2015. 

But unlike Rowena, Vista 
del Mar’s road diet, imple-
mented this June and reversed 

in July, lasted only one month.
Waverly Drive resident 

Jerome Courshon has been a 
vocal opponent of the Rowena 
road diet since it was imple-
mented five years ago.

According to Courshon, 
his once peaceful street, which 
has no sidewalks, has now 
been made dangerous by cut-
through traffic from Rowena 
Avenue.

“The Waze [wayfinding] 
app takes you down all these 
quiet—well, formerly quiet—
neighborhood streets,” said 
Courshon. “People with stroll-
ers won’t walk [on Waverly] 
anymore during rush hour” 

ROAD DIET from page 1

see ROAD DIET page 24

see APPEALS page 27



©2017 Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices California Properties (BHHSCP) is a member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates LLC. BHH Affiliates LLC and BHHSCP do not guarantee accuracy of all data including measurements, conditions, and features of property. Info. is 
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Let us help you

F I N D  Y O U R  P E R F E C T bhhscalifornia.com

$345,000  |  267 S San Pedro St #502, Downtown L. A.  |  1BD/1BA 
Thomas Inatomi  |  323.671.1249

$2,900,000  |  5502 Tuxedo Terrace, Hollywood Hills  |  4BD/3½BA 
Holly Purcell  |  310.890.4023

$949,000  |  2248 E Chevy Chase Dr, Glendale  |  3BD/3BA 
Margaret Cashion  |  310.795.2200

$738,000  |  1900 Vine St #403, Hollywood Hills  |  2BD/1¾BA 
Plouffe/Abreu  |  323.662.3800

$829,000  |  5806 Waring Ave #8, Hollywood  |  2BD/2BA 
Kirk Gerou  |  323.671.1272

$775,000  |  2202 Polyscope Pl, Silver Lake  |  2BD/3BA 
Kirk Gerou  |  323.671.1272

$975,000  |  4628 Nob Hill Drive, Mount Washington  |  2BD/2BA 
Kirk Gerou  |  323.671.1272

$1,049,000  |  1545 Duane St, Echo Park  |  Triplex 
Henry Plascencia  |  323.671.1275



1307-1309 S Rimpau Blvd $1,849,000

JUST LISTED

Echo Park 2+1 Call for Details

COMING SOON

3535 Cazador St $799,000

JUST LISTED

2716 Glendale Blvd $936,100

JUST SOLD

Atwater Village Duplex Call for Details

COMING SOON

2322 Valentine St $899,000

JUST LISTED

1329 Angelus Ave $1,499,000

JUST LISTED

2165 Lemoyne St $1,895,000

JUST SOLD

119 N Mountain View Ave $599,000

JUST LISTED

Atwater Village 4+2 Call for Details

COMING SOON

3023 Tatum St Call for Details

JUST LISTED

2393 Silver Lake Blvd #4 $730,000

JUST SOLD
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compass.com 626.205.4040  compass compassinc  compass

Courtney Smith
CalBRE #0140676

Kurt Wisner
CalBRE #01431217

323.667.0700
courtneyandkurt.com

3169 Glendale Boulevard - Atwater Village

REAL ESTATE TEAM



NOURMAND & ASSOCIATES REALTORS

Nourmand & Associates Hollywood

Howard Lorey I Brokerage Manager 

323.462.6262 I hlorey@nourmand.com

6525 Sunset Blvd. G2, Los Angeles, CA 90028

T h r e e  O f f i c e s . 

O n e  Re s p e c te d  N a m e .

w w w. n o u r m a n d .c o m

NourmandRE

@NourmandRE

@NourmandRE

3201 BONNIE HILL DR, HW HILLS              $1,899,000

Quiet  4+3 cul-de-sac home with panoramic c i ty  v iews.

Carolyn Rae Cole                                 323.359.7300

700-702 N DILLON ST, SILVER LAKE               $1,200,000

3bed + 1bath SFR + Duplex, ample parking, gated yard.

Brian Treitler                                       323.440.3304

141 S AVENUE 57, HIGHLAND PARK                 $3,250,000 

LA Historic - Cultural Monument in the Higland Park HPOZ district.

Christine Bullard                            323.896.1186

6308 QUEBEC DR, HW HILLS EAST           $1,595,000

HW Hills Mid-century, 3bed/3bath + office. Panoramic views.

Howard Stevens/John Podhor                                      323.592.9750

2630 N. VERMONT AVE, LOS FELIZ                $8,900,000

Historic 1925 Van M Griffith estate. Montecito style guest house.

Howard Lorey/RSR Real Estate                             323.251.4553

1623 VIEWMONT DR, SUNSET STRIP               $6,995,000

Stunning 4 bed, 4.5 bath new construction w/ explosive views.

Brett Miller                                 310.435.3998

4130 PARVA AVE, LOS FELIZ                  $3,795,000

5+6 Modern Tour De Force made perfect for entertaining.

RSR Real Estate                                       310.963.4205

1311 WATERLOO ST, SILVER LAKE          $750,000

Development Opportunity in residential area near Silver Lake.

Elena Jovis                           310.866.7385

4312 LATONA AVE, MONTECITO HEIGHTS        $630,000

Classic Spanish style duplex set in desirable Montecito Heights.

Carrie Bryden             323.829.1158

2245 LOMA VISTA PLACE, SILVER LAKE            $799,000

2 bed + 2 bath on Silver Lake’s famed “step streets.”

Shannon Fenton/Joey Fenton                          310.365.6118

924 N SERRANO AVE, HOLLYWOOD                $549,000

Gorgeous 1/1 w/den. Private renovated Hollywood bungalow.

Jennifer E Eckert                                          323.543.3697

355 S. MANSFIELD, HANCOCK PARK              $3,249,000

Custom Architectural 4 beds + 6 baths in Hancock Park.

Mica Rabineau                              323.816.5868

6043 ROY STREET, HIGHLAND PARK                $649,000

Classic CA Bungalow high above an idyllic Garvanza street.

Joanna Suhl/Rich Michalowski                      323.208.1827

2209 MEADOW VALLEY, SILVER LAKE       $1,699,000

Mid-Century, 3 Beds + 2 Baths, 2,200 square feet with pool.

The Kostrey Collection                   310.621.4341

2423 LAKE VIEW AVE, SILVER LAKE                $1,595,000

New listing, 3bd/4ba, ~3,000 sf, Pool, 15,600 sf lot, private.

Chris Furstenberg                 323.422.2244



©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully suppor ts the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Oppor tunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker Logo, Coldwell Banker Global Luxury and 
the Coldwell Banker Global Luxury logo service marks are registered or pending registrations owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Broker does not guarantee the accuracy of square footage, lot size or other information concerning the condit ion or features of proper ty provided by seller or obtained 
from public records or other sources, and the buyer is advised to independently verif y the accuracy of that information through personal inspection and with appropriate professionals.

SUNSET STRIP 
$7,995,000
Iconic Entertainer’s dream home offering jaw-drop-
ping panoramic views above the Strip.
Stephan Sean Illouz  (424) 279-2477

NORTH HOLLYWOOD 
$525,000
Contemporary remodeled 3 bed/3 bath townhouse 
with attached garage and laundry inside.
Lisa Brende & Chris Corkum  (323) 445-1868

MURRIETA 
$160,000
Top of the hill in Golf Knolls .HOA has a 
clubhouse,pool, spa, golf course. 2BD/ 2BA.
Sergio Flores  (310) 922-4026

LOS FELIZ 
$3,500,000
Gated Laughlin Park, Monterey style home, 6 BD/ 
3.5BA; den; pool; Observatory Views!
Richard Stanley  (213) 300-4567

LOS FELIZ 
$1,715,000
Los Feliz Hills Mid-Century Modern post-and-beam 
home with walls of glass!
Richard Stanley  (213) 300-4567

LOS FELIZ 
$1,389,000
1930’s retreat with views in the Franklin 
Hills.3BR/2.5BA+home office. 1849Hollyvista.com
Ross Carter  (323) 210-2380

LOS FELIZ 
$600,000
Large 2 + 2 Condo in great Los Feliz location. Sunny, 
front corner unit with wide balcony.
Richard Stanley  (213) 300-4567

LOS ANGELES 
$1,998,000
Exquisite 4+5 w/Pool, Views, & Sep Guest Offers 
Sophisticated LFZ Village Lifestyle!
Grace Gaerlan  (323) 428-9747

LOS ANGELES 
$999,000
Well maintained Glassell Park Tri-Plex with great 
upside potential.
John Anthony Christopher  (323) 906-2468

HOLLYWOOD HILLS 
$1,829,000
6969 Woodrow Wilson | Soaring ceilings, walls of 
glass, wide open spaces & spectacular vus
Neal Baddin  (323) 793-7405

HANCOCK PARK 
$4,249,000
Magical Estate! 4+3.5 + guest studio w/ba; gour-
met kit w/ fam rm. Nearly 18k lot w/pool!
Lisa Hutchins  (323) 460-7626

HANCOCK PARK 
$3,995,000
Mediterranean on prime street with 4 bedrooms, 2 
new baths up, kitchen & yard with pool.
Rick Llanos  (323) 460-7617

HANCOCK PARK 
$2,650,000
640 S Arden | Open Sun 2-5 | Impressive Tradition-
al home w/ 4BR, 4.5BA. 3rd St Schl Dstrct
June Ahn  (323) 855-5558

HANCOCK PARK 
$1,599,000
Spanish remodeled with the highest of quality and 
attention to detail. 3BD/3BA.
Betsy Malloy  (323) 806-0203

ECHO PARK 
$995,000
Tree Top Oasis Nestled in the Echo Park Hills. Ad-
ditional Art Studio with Superb views.
Cindy Gunadi  (323) 665-5841

DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES 
$899,000
Large Sophisticated 2+2 Corner Unit w/ Views. 
kerrymarsico.com
Kerry Marsico  (213) 700-6515

DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES 
$649,000
880 W 1st St. Bunker Hill 2BR 2.5BA|2 sxs parking 
1500sf live/work approved for comm use.
Robert Cipolloni  (213) 399-9001

CANYON COUNTRY 
$469,000
Located in a quiet neighborhood. BBQ area and sit-
ting outdoors. 3BD / 2BA.
Jason Cook  (310) 278-9470

BRENTWOOD 
$9,995,000
475 Halvern Drive. Walled and gated Contemporary 
Mediterranean estate. 5bd+7ba.
Valerie Fitzgerald  (310) 285-7515

BEVERLY HILLS PO 
$6,950,000
13331 Mulholland Dr. 6,700+ sf. interior. 53,000+ sf. 
lot. 4BR 6BA w/views.
Peter Whyte  (310) 777-6327
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[HOLLYWOOD SCHOOLHOUSE]

Inspired Learning, Fearless Curiosity
By Lane S. Lee, 6th grade

My name is 
Lane S. Lee, 
and I am a 

sixth grade student at Hol-
lywood Schoolhouse. During 
the eight years I have attend-
ed HSH, I have seen that the 
administrators, teachers, and 
staff work their hardest to pre-
pare future graduates to move 
on to exceptional secondary-
schools and future endeavors. 

Being an upper classman, 
I get the opportunity to attend 
special class trips. For instance, 
I am eager to experience Out-
door Education, which will be 
in Santa Barbara this school 
year. I am also looking for-
ward to participating in the 
Science Fair, during which 
students showcase a string of 
projects that pertain to a topic 
of their choosing. 

Recently, Hollywood 
Schoolhouse has made some 
big changes. For example, 
each morning we will spend 
a couple minutes practicing 
mindfulness and meditation. 
Starting our day off with 
mindfulness is very beneficial 
for us because you end up feel-
ing less stressed. 

Also, we have a new school 

logo and catchphrase, “In-
spired Learning, Fearless Curi-
osity.” To me, this line means 
we share ideas, which inspires 
us to learn new things. Also, 
each and every student at HSH 
has a sense of fearless curiosity. 

They’re not afraid to ask for 
help or try new activities. 

Overall, Hollywood 
Schoolhouse is a wonderful 
school, and I am very delighted 
to experience all the things that 
come with being a sixth grader. 

323.663.2064 | holytrinityla.com

• Fully accredited by the Western Association 
of Schools and Colleges and the Western 
Catholic Education Association.

• Transitional Kindergarten – 8th Grade
• Small class sizes for individual attention
• All New iPad Program
• Hands-on STEM activities
• Affordable family tuition plans
• Before and After-school Programs

Setting up our students to be

Now Enrolling – call for a tour or more information

OUTSTANDING

[HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS ROUNDUP] 

HARVARD-WESTLAKE
The Wolverines are set up 

for what could be the best Fall 
of all, as every single Harvard-
Westlake sports team has gar-
nered a spot in the CIF South-
ern Section’s top 10 rankings.

Football is No. 9 and is 
off to a 4-0 start led by quar-
terback Jameson Wang, a tal-
ented sophomore. Girls’ vol-
leyball is No. 8 and started 
11-5 and will be a contender 
for the Mission League. Wa-
ter polo is ranked No. 5 and 
has already beaten two teams 
ranked ahead of them. Tennis 
is No. 6, and even both cross 
country teams are ranked, 
with the girls No. 10 and the 
boys No. 6.

Harvard-Westlake is the 
only school of the more than 
500 CIF-SS member schools 
to have every single sport 
ranked.

LOYOLA HIGH SCHOOL
The Cubs football team 

isn’t ranked in CIF, but Loyola 
is off to a 3-1 start under first-
year head coach Rick Pedroar-
ias, having beaten Fairfax, St. 
Augustine, and Cathedral. 

Loyola’s only loss came to 
Santa Margarita, an under-
standable defeat given that the 

powerhouse Trinity League’s 
programs were 23-1 to start 
the year.

The Cubs’ water polo 
team is ranked No. 9 and the 
boys’ cross country team start-
ed the year ranked No. 2, with 
a strong chance at a CIF title.

CAMPBELL HALL
The Vikings football team 

started 3-1 and earned the No. 
7 spot in the CIF’s Division 13 
rankings, as head coach Den-
nis Keyes continued his team’s 
turnaround since taking over 
a team that went 1-6 in 2013. 

Campbell Hall’s girls’ ten-
nis team is the top-ranked pro-
gram in CIF, while the boys 
cross country team is No. 4.

FLINTRIDGE PREP 
(LA CAÑADA)

The Rebels look like strong 
CIF championship contenders 
in the pool, where their boys’ 
water polo team is the top-
ranked team in Division 5. The 
Flintridge Prep cross country 
teams are both ranked No. 1 in 
Division 5 as well.

Russell White’s Rebels 
8-man football team got off to 
a 2-2 start.

see SPORTS page 23
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[THOMAS STARR KING]

A Life in Six Words
By Madeline Kimmel, 8th grade

For the past 
week or so, 
my English 
class has been 
exploring six 
word stories, 
an idea in-

vented by the author Ernest 
Hemingway when he was 
challenged to write a novel us-
ing only six words. 

He wrote: “For sale: baby 
shoes, never worn.” Since then, 
six word stories have become 
their own genre. 

We were given a few days 
to write 30 six word stories. I 
wrote all of mine the night it 
was assigned. 

I usually like writing a 
lot, but I felt that six words 
was not enough for anybody 
to write any story (unless you 
were older than 13, or an ac-
claimed writer). 

I admit a lot of my sto-
ries were cliche like, “Lucky 
to be alive right now,” 
which is not very original 
if you check the marquee at 

the Pantages Theater. 
I had close to zero con-

fidence in my stories, but I 
couldn’t do anything about it. 
As a matter of fact, one of my 
stories was: “This is stressing 
me out. Help,” which should 
tell you something. 

However, after revising 
my top six stories in class, I 
was able to pick my best story. 
The story I wrote was: “I’m a 
stranger in the mirror.” It’s a 
little too sad for my taste; I am 
a generally happy person after 
all, but I think it’s sounds okay 
if you read it a little slowly like 
it’s a poem. 

Looking back on this now, 
this was a fun project and I’m 
glad I did it. I learned about 
word choice, fluency and tone, 
which I had never before taken 
into consideration. 

I think everyone should 
be challenged to tell their 
story under the limits of six 
words. Here’s one last story 
I wrote just now: “I told my 
story. Your turn.”

[IMMACULATE HEART]

Back to School, Headlong
By Lauren Berger ’18

How to ease 
back into the 
school year? 

Don’t ask Immaculate Heart. 
Launching its 112th school 
year in mid-August, IH got 
down to business with an 
Opening Liturgy and then a 
Welcome Back Luau, a week-
end BBQ sponsored by the 
high school’s athletic depart-
ment. 

Next, students welcomed 
freshmen, transfer students, 
and new faculty members 
on Welcome Day. A day of 
themed skits, songs, and 
dances, Welcome Day fosters 
both creativity and a healthy 
dose of competition as class-
es compete for the coveted 
Spirit Trophy. This year’s 
themes featured the Back to 
the Future Freshmen, Super 
Sophomores, Jazzercise Ju-
niors, and Seventies Seniors. 
On the coattails of Welcome 
Day came the popular Wel-
come Dance, 2.0 Glow.

Join Day soon followed 
with students signing up 
among Immaculate Heart’s 30 
clubs and organizations, rang-
ing from the Film Society to 
the Great Outdoors to String 
Theory (knitting). 

The freshman class then 
commenced on its first re-
treat. Designed to help bond 
members of the Class of 
2021, the overnight retreat 
offered a centering balance 
to the stress of transitioning 
into high school. 

By the end of September, 
IH Pandas rallied their enthu-
siasm for Spirit Week, culmi-
nating in the Walk Kick Off 
for the annual fundraiser. 

After an exciting and busy 
first month of school, IH stu-
dents still have much to look 
forward to in October. The 
weeklong Senior Kairos Re-
treat, overnight Junior Em-
maus Retreat, and the end of 
the 1st quarter all await those 
at Immaculate Heart. 

IMMACULATE HEART
A Private, Catholic, College Preparatory School For Girls Grades 6-12

“Educating the Hearts & Minds of Young Women Since 1906”

5515 Franklin Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90028 ♥ (323) 461-3651 ♥ www.immaculateheart.org

Academic Playday for Eighth Graders
Saturday, November 4, 2017 at 9 a.m.

Middle School Open House
Saturday, December 2, 2017 at 1 p.m.

High School Open House
Sunday, December 3, 2017 at 1 p.m.

Middle School Entrance Exam
Saturday, January 13, 2018 at 8:30 a.m.

High School Entrance Exam for Admission & Merit Scholarships
Saturday, January 20, 2018 at 8:30 a.m.

BullyProof your child with the life skills of PANTHER Martial Arts.
EMPOWERING • DISCIPLINE • SELF DEFENSE

www.PantherLA.com
5555 Hollywood Blvd. | Hollywood, CA  90028

(323) 301-8731

[GLENFELIZ BOULEVARD ELEMENTARY]

30,000 Days
By Timothy Obole, grade TK

C h a r a c t e r 
Day is a holi-
day that many 

people don’t know about. 
We learned about it in class 
and watched a video called 
“30,000 Days.” 

Character Day is a time 
when we celebrate our char-
acter strengths. Most peo-
ple would think “It sounds 
pointless! I know I have char-
acter strengths,” but it is not 
pointless. You just have to 
look closer. During Charac-
ter Day, we also help others 
by sharing these traits and 
strengths. 

The average lifespan of a 
human being is 50-82 years 
or an average of 30,000 days. 

Most people would spend 
this time trying to make 
money. Others use this time 
to travel or just live normal 
lives. No matter what, we all 
have this average of 30,000 
days. 

During the Axial Age, 
three Greek Philosophers 
named Aristotle, Plato, and 
Socrates, all came up with 
a new way of thinking that 
would improve how people 
treated others. Then times 
changed and these ideas went 
away. Over two thousand 
years later, we are back to find-
ing a new way of thinking 
and call it the New Axial Age. 
With new technologies, scien-
tists have discovered different 

ways in how people think and 
how character strengths work 
to improve how we treat each 
other. 

So Character Day at its 
core is an important holiday. 
Character Day altogether 
celebrates people’s character 
strengths and how they will 
spend their 30,000 days on 
Earth. It celebrates how they 
will share their strengths with 
others to celebrate the New 
Axial Age, or the new age of 
thinking. How will you spend 
your 30,000 days?  

JOHN MARSHALL 
HIGH SCHOOL

Fourth-year head coach 
Clay Johnston is in the midst 
of a remarkable turnaround 
with a Barristers team com-
ing off back-to-back 3-8 sea-
sons. Marshall is already 3-1 

this year, on pace to have its 
first winning season in six 
years.

Daniel Soto has thrown 
for 778 yards and 10 touch-
downs already, while Brian 
Cuevas and Johnny Hernan-
dez have rushed for a pair of 
scores each.

SPORTS from page 22

Student reporters wanted!

Contact Erin Hickey Pinheiro 

at erin@losfelizledger.com

for details.
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Little Jokester Gets Published
Helping Other Families with High Health Costs
By Brian Chernick, Ledger Contributing Writer

A comedic star is born in 
Los Feliz. 

Mateo Justin Hargrove, 
3, is the area’s newest and 
youngest breakout star, hav-
ing recently made his come-
dic writing debut in the chil-
dren’s book Little Book—Big 
Laughs published by the 
UnitedHealthcare Children’s 
Foundation.

Mateo—along with other 
children across the nation—
submitted jokes to the founda-
tion in hopes of being selected 
for publication. 

And he was. 
Mateo’s joke tickled the 

funny bone of the foundation’s 
staff enough to be published 
along with other young come-
dic writers.

The fame hasn’t gotten to 
him just yet. He is still shy and 
bashful and finds joy in play-
pens with zip-lines and eating 

ice cream.
The genesis of 

Mateo’s now-pub-
lished joke came last 
year, when his pre-
school class at Hol-
lywood Presbyterian 
Children Center was 
rehearsing for a holi-
day performance of 
the Twelve Days of 
Christmas. 

While singing 
along, Mateo dis-
covered the value of 
wordplay and later in-
corporated it his now 
published joke, using 

the classic “knock, knock” 
framework.

“Knock, knock!”
“Who’s there?”
“Hannah.”
“Hannah, who?”
“Hannah Partridge in a 

pear tree!”
“He loves to make up 

jokes,” said Mark Abulencia, 
Mateo’s father. “I guess it was 
really in his head and one day 
we were rehearsing [the song] 
... “and he sang ‘Hannah Par-
tridge in a pear tree,’” instead 
of the usual line: And a par-
tridge in a pear tree.

Both of Mateo’s parents, 
Mark and Michael Hargrove 
said they are proud their son’s 
sense of humor has been rec-
ognized.

The foundation’s joke 
books are part of a series—
Cool Jokes For Summer, Eats, 
Treats & Sweets and Birthday, 

Holiday & Celebration, which 
features Mateo’s joke.

The books were released 
in September, coinciding with 
National Literacy Month.

The publications are part 
of an effort by the healthcare’s 
foundation to spread awareness 
of their services, including of-
fering families financial assis-
tance for medical costs for their 
children. Book proceeds go to-
ward helping those families.

“The response has been 
great,” said UnitedHealthcare 
spokesperson Will Holman. 
“Kids are very excited to be 
published authors and pro-
ceeds,” are vital for families 
struggling with the high costs 
of healthcare.

Last year the foundation 
awarded funds to over 60 Cal-
ifornia families each averaging 
$2,200.

According to Holman, 
the foundation has awarded 
over 12,000 grants totaling 
over $35 million in the last 10 
years. 

Families looking to apply 
for grants can visit uhccf.org.

The joke books can be 
purchased on the website as 
well. 

“As a father of two chil-
dren you learn first hand and 
early on about how important 
healthcare is for your family,” 
Holman said. “We want to get 
the word out that grants are 
available in addition to pro-
viding laughs.”

Los Feliz’s Mateo Justin Hargrove, 3, is now a pub-
lished comedic writer. Photo: Brian Chernick.

Neutra Place Celebrates 25th Year
By Erin Hickey Pinheiro, Ledger Contributing Writer

SILVER LAKE—The Neutra 
Institute for Survival Through 
Design will host a block party 
October 9th to celebrate the 
25th anniversary of the renam-
ing of Neutra Place, formerly 
Argent Place, but changed to 
honor the late modernist ar-
chitect Richard Neutra, who 
designed eight of the street’s 
12 houses. 

According to Dion Neu-
tra, Richard’s son and also an 
architect, the street—which 
overlooks the Silver Lake Res-
ervoir—was originally a col-
lection of eight lots owned by 
the Los Angeles Dept. of Wa-

ter and Power. 
In the late 1940s, on 

Richard’s advice, a developer 
purchased the entire parcel 
for $50,000 and began selling 
the lots to prospective home-
owners with the contingency 
a Neutra-designed home be 
built there. Eight such homes 
were built between 1948 and 
1962.

“We’ll never know if 
the people [who bought the 
homes] really wanted a Neutra 
or if they just wanted the site,” 
Dion said, laughing. 

Whether or not the origi-

because of speeding cars. 
City Councilmember Da-

vid Ryu, who represents the 
area affected by the road diet, 
contributed $88,850 from his 
discretionary funds in May to 
pay for an independent con-
tractor to evaluate such cut-
through traffic, according to 
public records. 

Although Courshon said 
he planned to wait for the re-
sults of that study before tak-
ing any action, he said the res-
toration of lanes on Vista del 
Mar proves that constituents 
still have a voice.

“I think it certainly shows 
that with community pressure, 
reversals can be achieved through 
the city,” said Courshon. 

Anne-Marie Johnson 
is part of a working group 
formed by Ryu to evaluate po-
tential solutions to the traffic 
problems on Rowena, which 
voted to hire the contractor.

“We’re doing what should 
have been done prior to the 
installation of the road diet,” 
said Johnson of the study. “We 

are the poster child and the 
litmus test for [road diets city-
wide], but it’s got to be done 
correctly and it wasn’t.”

Although according to 
Johnson, the group does not 
yet know when the indepen-
dent contractor’s evaluation 
will be completed, she said 
even a slow study is better 
than no study. 

“I’m disappointed that it’s 
moving at a snail’s pace, but at 
least there’s a snail,” she said. 

Johnson also co-chairs 
the Silver Lake Neighborhood 
Council, which she said has 
taken a neutral “wait and see” 
position on the lane reductions, 
pending the results of the study. 

The Rowena road diet’s 
once vocal opponents seem to 
have taken a similar approach, 
even in light of Vista del Mar’s 
lane restoration.

According to Ryu spokes-
person Estevan Montemayor, 
there has been “no uptick” in 
Silver Lake complaints since 
Playa del Rey residents’ suc-
cessful push to reverse their 
road diet.

ROAD DIET from page 17

see NEUTRA page 25

Bus transportation available from Los Feliz and the San Fernando Valley
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belmontvillage.com

The Community Built for Life.®

BURBANK  |  ENCINO  |  HOLLYWOOD HILLS  |  RANCHO PALOS VERDES 
WESTWOOD  |  THOUSAND OAKS  |  OPENING 2018 CALABASAS

Distinctive Residential Settings | Chef-Prepared Dining and Bistro

Premier Health and Wellness Programs | Award-Winning Memory Care

Professionally Supervised Therapy and Rehabilitation Services 

The best breakfast is one prepared by someone who understands 

your needs. Dining at Belmont Village means enjoying delicious, 

healthy options crafted by chefs who know the importance of good 

nutrition at every age — and the lasting impression of a friendly smile.

Chef-Prepared Dining. Five-Star Friendships.

LozFeliz_2017_dining_icons.indd   1 9/18/17   1:45 AM

Griffith Park Adult Community Center Calendar

Sunset Hall - Curriculum and Advocacy 

Programs for free-thinking older adults (323) 660-5277

Beginning Conversational Spanish 
Wednesdays 3:30-4:30 & Advanced Thursdays 3:30-4:30

Thanks to our ad sponsor Sunset Hall. They offer:

Wednesday, October 18th, 2017   
12:00 noon – 2:30p.m., Lunch and General Meeting 

at Friendship Auditorium
Program: Learn about a special cultural institution in our 
community! Ciara Moloney, Curator of the Los Angeles Municipal Art 
Gallery, Los Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs, will make a Power 

Point presentation about Barnsdall Art Gallery, its history and mission, and 
the ways community members can be involved.  

Doors open at 11:45 a.m. You can sign up for lunch at GPACC 
between 10:30a.m. and 11:30a.m.

Or call (323) 644-5579 to sign up and for more information

The Lunch Program: Lunch is served 5 days a week at the Center.  
$2 is the donation for those over 60 years. $4 for less than 60 years. 

Daily lunch is served at 12 pm. Come in for coffee and sign in at 10:30.

For Information on the Griffith Park Adult Community 
Club and getting a newsletter, call Stephanie Vendig at 

(323) 667-3043, or e-mail at vendig@sbcglobal.net

GPACC is located at 3203 Riverside Dr., just south of Los Feliz Bl.

[SENIOR MOMENTS]

Changing a Lifestyle
By Stephanie Vendig, Ledger Columnist

As I found 
out with 
my late hus-

band’s ordeal with bone mar-
row failure, two factors deter-
mine our survival—one is our 
own body’s internal script and 
the other is based on our life-
style. My husband’s lifestyle 
was considered healthy. How-
ever, in his body there was a 
cell that had mutated, or gone 
bad. No matter how well he 
took care of himself, his body 
had its own agenda.

 But if we know what we 
are risking, perhaps we can 
reduce the consequence of ill 
health just by changing our 
lifestyle. For example, it is well 

known that smoking is linked 
to lung cancer, but not all 
smokers get lung cancer and 
there are people who get lung 
cancer without ever having 
smoked. But we can still agree 
it makes sense to avoid smok-
ing to minimize the risk of 
getting lung cancer. It’s smart 
to do what you can.

I was recently diagnosed 
with prediabetes and that 
made me “sit up and take no-
tice.” Diabetes is a condition 
in which the hormone insulin 
is out of balance—there is too 
much or too little, or it’s not 
working properly. What we 
eat turns into glucose which 
goes to our cells; it requires the 

help of insulin, which is made 
in the pancreas to create the 
energy we need to function. 

Type 1 diabetes refers to 
little or no insulin to do the 
job, often seen in children and 
young adults. Type 2 diabe-
tes is mostly associated with 
adults. In this situation, there 
is enough insulin but the body 
doesn’t use it in the right way. 
Prediabetes is considered a 
warning sign that you are at 
risk for moving into type 2. 
The condition yields little or 
no symptoms. 

The lab test showing my 
blood sugar too high is called 
A1C blood test. The results 
are shown as a percentage. 
The normal range is 4.8% to 
5.6%. If it is between 5.7% 
and 6.4%, you are considered 
to have prediabetes. If you are 
above 6.4%, the diagnosis is 

type 2 diabetes. So, what are 
the risk factors for the devel-
opment of this very prevalent 
health condition? And can you 
modify these factors?

According to researchers, 
some risk factors such as fam-
ily history can’t be modified. 
But there are other major risk 
factors, such as being over-
weight and lacking physical 

activity, that can be reversed 
to get your insulin back into 
proper balance. 

That’s what I had to do—
change my lifestyle. I have 
chosen to lose excess weight, 
increase my physical activity 
and choose healthy food for 
my diet. My glucose level is 
going down slowly. And that 
feels great!

nal buyers intended it, each 
of the homes’ current owners 
now owns a piece of archi-
tecture history—history the 
Neutra Institute is doing its 
best to commemorate, both 
with the block party and a re-
cently published coffee table 
book, The Neutras at Neutra 
Place vol. 1, which collects 

photographs of the street’s 
eight Neutra homes and two 
others nearby. 

But the institute is far 
from stuck in the past. A sec-
ond volume of the book is 
planned to catalog how the 
homes have changed over the 
years, and emerging artists are 
frequently showcased at the 
Neutra Institute’s Glendale 

Boulevard art gallery.
The block party will take 

place from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Oc-
tober 9th along Neutra Place. 
All are welcome, and the event 
is still seeking sponsors. 

It will be preceded by 
a celebration of Dion’s 91st 
birthday October 8th at the 
Neutra Museum at 2379 
Glendale Blvd. 

NEUTRA from page 24
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Ghosts of the Eastside (Part III) 
By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer

As is Halloween tradition, 
it’s time once again for the 
Ledger to explore eerie East-
side’s haunted hotspots and its 

creepiest crimes. 
This year, we share the 

stories of Dracula’s apartment, 
the “Bat Man of Los Angeles” 
and the spookiest section of 
Dodger Stadium. 

Dodger Stadium: 

In Mickey Bradley and Dan 
Gordon’s book Haunted Base-
ball, Dodgers employees reveal 
that the loge level may be the 
creepiest spot in the ball park. 
One employee reported hear-
ing a child running around 
that level long after a game 
was over. Others have felt cold 
winds and taps on the shoul-
der while cleaning out the 
loge. A mysterious fog is also 
sometimes seen hovering over 
the Dodgers’ bullpen. 

The Hollywood Tower: 

This apartment complex 
loosely inspired The Twilight 
Zone Tower Of Terror ride at 
Disney theme parks. Many 
members of the film industry 
lived at the tower during Hol-
lywood’s Golden Age and it 
seems some still do. In 2013, 
manager April Brooks told 
The Hollywood Reporter, “a lot 
of people report the ghost of a 
man standing on the seventh 
floor, in 30s period cloth-
ing, staring at the Hollywood 
Hills. Then he disappears.” 
6138 Franklin Avenue. 

Bob Baker Marionette 
Theater: 

This theater, on the edge of 

Echo Park, opened in 1963 
and is the country’s oldest 
puppet theater. Apparently, 
some of the theater’s original 

puppeteers still appear at the 
theater—in spectral form. 
According to the blog “Ghost 
Hunters of Urban Los Ange-
les,” one ghost puppeteer is 
sometimes seen watching the 
staff from the eastside of the 
theater while another is seen 
in mirrors in the wings. Also, 
instrument strings breaking 
during performances are usu-
ally blamed on specters voic-
ing their displeasure. 1345 W 
1st Street. 

Bela Lugosi’s Apartment:

 Cinema’s most famous Dracu-
la lived in this apartment dur-
ing his final year, eventually 
suffering a heart attack while 
lying in his bed on August 16, 
1956. Hollywood legend says 
that during Lugosi’s funeral 
procession, the hearse inexpli-
cably turned onto Hollywood 
Boulevard, passing by Lugosi’s 
favorite cigar shop. Lugosi was 
buried in full Dracula garb 
in Culver City’s Holy Cross 
Cemetery. 5620 Harold Way.

Public Storage Building:

This ornate storage building 
was opened in 1928 by Ameri-
can Storage. At the time, the 
top floor was home to a club 
called The Thirteenth Heaven, 
which featured waiters with 
angel wings and a doorman 
dressed like St. Peter. When 
Prohibition hit, the club be-
came a speakeasy with mob 
ties, which is why ghost his-
torian Richard Carradine 
believes the elevator shaft is 

haunted. As he told creepyla.
com, “Staff hear screams from 
the abandoned elevator shaft 
as if someone were falling to 

their death.” 3636 Beverly 
Boulevard.

Dolly Oesterreich’s House:

In 1913, Milwaukee house-
wife Walburga “Dolly” Os-
terreich began an affair with 
repairman Otto Sanhuber. 
Their affair was first held in 
hotels, but eventually Oester-

reich moved her lover into her 
home’s attic. In 1918, Oes-
terreich’s unaware husband 
decided they should move to 
Los Angeles and she insisted 
their new home have an attic. 
Sanhuber was sent ahead and 
when the Oesterreichs moved 
to this Silver Lake house, the 
affair resumed. This arrange-
ment lasted until 1922 when 
Sanhuber overheard the Oes-
terreichs having a fight and he 
ran downstairs and shot and 
killed Oesterreich’s husband. 
The press was fascinated by the 
bizarre case and Sanhuber was 
dubbed “The Bat Man of Los 
Angeles” for his attic-dwelling 
lifestyle. 858 North La Fayette 
Park Place.

Mack Sennett Studios: 

It was here that silent film di-
rector Mack Sennett pioneered 
slapstick comedy with the 
help of his muse Mabel Nor-
mand, Charlie Chaplin and 
the Keystone Cops. In a 2014 
interview with Galore Maga-
zine, Jesse Rogg, the current 
president of the studio space, 
confirmed that the building 
has some happy haunts. “Con-
sidering all of the serendip-
ity and positive energy within 
these walls, I am 100% certain 
that whatever spirits are here 
they’re more than welcoming,” 
said Rogg. 1215 Bates Avenue.

To read installments I and II, 
visit losfelizledger.com 

The Hollywood Tower apartment building is said to be haunted by the ghost of one of its old tenants.  Photo: Michael Darling.

Mitch O’Farrell, while await-
ing any proposed fixes from 
the city’s sanitation depart-
ment, the councilmember has 
also asked his staff to evaluate 
other options to help ease any 
potential financial burden on 
business owners. 

“In the meantime,” Ar-
ranaga said in an email, “we are 
encouraging stakeholders with 
questions or concerns to connect 
with our office or the Bureau of 
Sanitation Customer Care Cen-
ter,” at (800) 773-2489.

Under the new program, 
the city has contracted with 
seven exclusive trash haulers 
servicing 11 different areas of 
the city. Businesses and multi-
unit buildings are required to 
use the assigned trash-hauling 
contractor for their areas. 

According to city officials, 
the program is designed to en-
courage recycling. Trash pick 
up costs are based on the size of 
the trash bin or dumpster while 
there is no additional cost for 
picking up recycled trash. 

In theory, officials say, 
commercial and multi-unit 
residential owners can save 
costs by recycling more, which 
should result in needing small-
er black solid waste trash bins 
or dumpsters. 

The program is the largest 
single transition of its kind for 
the city and a massive logisti-
cal undertaking, said Enrique 
Zaldivar, the city’s director of 
sanitation. “So this is perhaps a 
bit of a new and even surprising 
initiative for [business owners].”

According to Zaldivar, a 

RECYCLA from page 9

see RECYCLA page 27
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[LETTER TO THE PUBLISHER]

HPOZs Burdensome and Unnecessary 
By Michael H. Miller and Stephanie R. Scher

The last two editions of 
the Ledger included columns 
by Nyla Arslanian, President 
of the Los Feliz Improvement 
Assoc. concerning her interest 
in applying the Los Angeles 
Historic Preservation Overlay 
Zone Ordinance (HPOZ) to 
Los Feliz. Her columns are re-
plete with a mistaken view of 

the HPOZ, and as residents 
of that neighborhood we are 
sending this letter in rebuttal 
to Ms. Arslanian’s viewpoint. 

My wife and I are both 
members of the LFIA and 
were active city attorneys and 
land use lawyers before retire-
ment. We have written our 
position to Ms. Arslanian, and 
her last column in your paper 
referred to me as the land use 
attorney who responded to 
her. Her statements about my 
viewpoint also require rebuttal 
in the same paper. 

Like Ms. Arslanian, in re-
cent years we have had several 
land use projects in our imme-
diate neighborhood, including 
a complete rebuild right now. 
Yes, they sometimes disturb 
things, but that is life in any 
community. It has been more 
than worth it; the improve-
ments, some of which took 
over a year, greatly enhanced 
the neighborhood including 
both aesthetic and property 
values. 

Her personal experience 

and that of her neighbors as 
reported in her column dealt 
with what she termed a double 
lot project, a “by right” proj-
ect in Los Angeles. It is a very 
large project without city miti-
gation. This is the problem: 
the lack of meaningful statutes 
and enforcement in Los Ange-
les for large residential prop-

erty. In addition, a 2014 edi-
torial by the Los Angeles Times 
notes that the HPOZ process 
is bogged down. It is a process 
that is more concerned with 
preserving properties that have 
certain historical significance 
as opposed to stopping devel-
opment that you don’t like. 

In fact, the HPOZ process 
imposes a board, historical 
standards, and surveys to de-
termine its application, if any. 
It will not be applied or used 
without these requirements, 
which are doubtful for the 
whole Los Feliz area, or even 
parts. Instead, other statutory 
measures are more expeditious 
and can specifically deal with 
the out of scale projects of her 
concern.   

HPOZs apply a burden-
some, unnecessary ordinance. 
It is classic overkill, not nec-
essary, and will lead to a slow 
down on improvements and 
a diminishment of property 
rights and values, without re-
ally dealing with the reported 
concerns. 

In reality the subject mat-
ter dealt with in the two col-
umns by Ms. Arslanian can 
be handled by what is termed 
an “Anti-Mansionization Or-
dinance,” which many cities 
have been implementing for 
years. These along with grad-
ing provisions, line of sight 
regulations, and related build-

ing code provisions, help as-
sure a case-by-case application 
of rational standards that don’t 
result in the blanket foreclo-
sure of all improvements to 
residences in Los Feliz. 

Los Angeles needs to work 
on these provisions and related 
property maintenance statutes 
to accomplish a fair ordinance 
and get the results she really 
seeks. The fact that the city 
is behind the times on some 
of this does not mean they 
cannot work towards the ac-
complishment of reasonable 
protection that deals with real 
problems. Reliance on HPOZs 
is a mistake. 

The above summarizes 
our position and that of our 
neighbors, most of whom are 
LFIA members. 

VISIT THE CHURCH OF SCIENTOLOGY

ALL ARE WELCOME!

OPEN 9AM - 10PM
EVERYDAY

OPEN HOUSE
Come tour our Public Information Center and get 
answers to common questions about Scientology 

beliefs and practices, the life of Founder L. Ron Hubbard 
and our community programs

4810 W Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90027
(323) 953-3206

www.scientology-losangeles.com
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ATTEND A SCIENTOLOGY 
SUNDAY SERVICE
EVERY SUNDAY AT 11AM
B BRUNCH SERVED A

HPOZs apply a burdensome, unnecessary ordinance. 
It is classic overkill, not necessary, and will lead to a slow down 

on improvements and a diminishment of property rights and 
values, without really dealing with the reported concerns. 

RECYCLA from page 26

get $2
back per
sq. ft.

Variety is the
spice of landscapes.
swap your lawn for sustainable landscaping and get
$2 back per sq. ft through december 31st

“few glitches” in the roll out 
were almost to be expected, but 
they were “only a few” and the 
program is moving forward.

The program started in 
some areas in July and city of-
ficials expect it to be fully im-
plemented by February 2018. 

“At the moment I’m going 
to try it out, see how it works 
out,” said Vincent Amador, 
owner of Atwater Screen and 
Glass. 

He and many other Atwa-
ter businesses started receiving 
service under the new program 
in September. 

“As it is right now they’re 
not doing a good job. They 
have no schedule, they were 
supposed to pick up Tuesdays 
and Fridays and they haven’t 
been on time one day yet. So 
I’m going to give them another 
week and then figure out who 
I have to contact.”

Amador said his collec-
tions costs will now be $100 
more per month, but he said 
his biggest concern is the poor 
service and the way the pro-
gram was forced on him.

“It would have been nice to 
have been notified with more 
than just a month’s time that 
this was going to happen. We 
had no choice in the matter. We 
should have been able to vote on 

it or something,” he said.’’
Tricia La Belle, owner of 

several Los Angeles businesses 
including Bon Vivant market 
and café in Atwater Village 
and Boardner’s lounge in Hol-
lywood said she estimates her 
monthly trash collection costs 
will increase by $300. 

“I’m livid over this, ab-
solutely livid,” she said. “To 
throw another $300 a month 
on a small business owner 
who is already being inun-
dated with costs and taxes 
in this city, this is just crazy, 
absolutely crazy. It’s more 
and more incentive to leave 
this city. We’re pushing busi-
nesses out.”

La Belle said that over the 
years she has faced a pattern of 
increasing costs and reduced 
freedom. She said the way re-
cycLA rules have been written 
and enforced without reaching 
out to businesses for input is 
part of that pattern.

“Where’s the anti-trust? 
Where’s the free commerce in 
America? It’s crazy,” she said. 
“I don’t feel like I’m in Ameri-
ca anymore.”

Currently, the program 
is ramping up in more areas, 
including Los Feliz. Business 
owners and landlords there 
began receiving notices of the 
program in mid-September.

suggested the fee be raised to 
$271, though doing so would 
only minimally help offset 
what the city says are its han-
dling costs.

According to an August 
report from the city’s interim 
city administrative officer, the 
city’s 2017-2018 budget as-
sumed a jump in such fees to 
the higher $13,538 amount.

APPEALS from page 17



COMING SOON - EAGLE ROCKCOMING SOON - MT. WASHINGTON

UNDER CONTRACT - NW GLENDALE

SOLD - LOS FELIZ LEASED - SILVER LAKE

FOR LEASE - LOS FELIZ LISTED & SOLD - THE LOS FELIZ OAKS

LEASED - LOS FELIZ

Keller Williams 2150 Hillhurst Avenue  Los Angeles, CA 90027                   323.668.7600                                  georgeandeileen.com   

COMING SOON - LOS FELIZ

“The Moreno’s are by far the BEST team in the area!
Eileen is so professional and she really understands what it takes to make a house 
sell quickly. She has an eye for interior design that helps with the preparation of 
taking a home to market. George is a GREAT communicator on all levels. George 
and Eileen got us the dollar value that we knew our house was worth and it sold 
in the first week. If you want a team that will fight for you and give you honest 
and knowledgeable advice, then the Morenos are the realtors that you want. 
Thank you, George, Eileen, & Laura!”                                
Niels & Stephane Kokot 3824 Carnavon Way, Los Feliz Hills

3352 Scarboro Street    Re-invented Modern     Call For Price
Fun living in this super cool, recently renovated 3+2 1960’s 
home with a great indoor/outdoor feel. Set high upon the 
hill to take advantage of the fabulous views. Updated and 
open kitchen w/center island leads u into the loft style LR 
w/high ceilings. It leads out to a view deck. Private master 
with a bath & walk-in closet. Beautifully landscaped with a 
variety of Cal. native planting. 4 outdoor areas to enjoy!

1821 Las Flores Drive             Bungalow                Call For Price                             
Charming, gated 3+2 1920’s California Bungalow just a 
short stroll to Colorado Blvd. Living rm with gas fireplace & 
hardwood floors. Period kitchen with eat-in area & laundry. 
Master w/new ¾ bath. The large brick patio is the perfect 
spot for dining and entertaining. Mature pomegranate and 
fig trees. You’ve found the perfect little starter home to get 
you into the much sought after Eagle Rock neighborhood!

1424 El Miradero Avenue      Mediterranean        $1,275,000
Enter past the gates into the lovely courtyard of this very 
special 4+2 Spanish home. Gorgeous LR with fireplace, 
beamed ceiling & picture window. If you don’t cook now, 
you’ll want to learn so you can use the fabulous Cook’s 
kitchen. Formal DR. Beautifully tiled character baths. Appx 
2665 sq ft. Lovely yard & patio with pergola and fireplace. 
Detached garage. Close to Kenneth Village & Brand Park. 

3751 Tracy Street            Monterrey Spanish                  $6,500
Furnished 2 + 2 Monterey Colonial offering a great indoor 
outdoor flow out to the charming patio. Living room with 
open beamed ceiling, fireplace, built-in bookcases and  
hardwood flrs. Spacious renovated Cook’s kitchen with center 
island. Stainless appl and marble counter tops. Dining room. 
Sexy master suite w/one of a kind bath. AC. Plus separate 
bungalow. Patio and hot tub. Can be rented unfurnished.

5752 Spring Oak Terrace           Mediterranean          $1,450,000 
Newer 2007 constructed 4 + 3.5 Mediterranean on a lovely 
cul-de-sac in the Los Feliz Oaks. Two larege master suites. 
One located on the entry level. Great Cook’s kitchen with 
custom cabinetry. Beautiful picturesque views from many of 
rooms. Spacious living room with a fireplace and view 
balcony - leads to a charming patio. Cental A/C & heat, Pella 
windows. 2 car garage with direct access. Great location!

3917 Sunset Drive          Arts & Crafts Duplex             $965,000
Charming Arts & Crafts Duplex on a great cul-de-sac in 
the Franklin Hills. Views from the upper unit. Lovely 
outdoor space. Lower unit has wonderful architectural 
details such as wood beams and arched window. Upstairs 
per 2 bedroom apt was remodeled in the 40’s giving it a 
Mid-Century flair w/free standing retro fireplace, picture 
windows and a quaint upper garden off the kitchen. 

2924 Rowena Avenue #4               Architectural                  $4,200
Stylish and never lived in 2+2 Tri-level townhouse. LR opens 
to cute private patio. Eat-in kitchen with new appliances and 
quartz tops. Baths with generous showers, quartz tops and 
Moen fixtures. Plush carpeting in bedrooms. 2 car garage with 
direct access. Washer and dryer incl. Security system with    
cameras and state of the art technology package. Central air 
and heat. In Ivanhoe School District. Great walkable area.

1908 Berendo Street                    Spanish                              $4,800
Very charming 3 + 2.5 Spanish home in the much desired 
Franklin Square neighborhood. Walking distance to Vermont 
and Hillhurst with great restaurants, shopping, and much 
more. Updated eat-in kitchen. Formal dining room. Central air 
and heat. Security system included. Finished garage. Great 
yard. Approximately 1706 sq ft home & 6500 square foot lot 
size. 1st month rent + 2 months security deposit. 1 year lease.

3992 Prospect Avenue             Traditional           Call For Price 
Come fall in love with this 2+2 1936 built charmer in the 
Franklin Hills. Nice spacious living room with high ceilings, 
nice built-ins and a fireplace. Step up to the dining room 
which leads into the cute retro kitchen with white Shaker 
style cabinets, gas range & laundry. Newly refinished 
hardwood floors. 1 year new central air and heat. Detached 
garage. Lovely backyard. The perfect starter home! 


