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February 2017
Locals made their mark protesting the new 
Trump Administration at the Women’s March, 
January 21st in Washington, D.C. and Downtown 
Los Angeles, and by creating the march’s most 
visible symbol of solidarity: pink caps designed 
by local Little Knittery owner Kat Coyle. 

March 2017
Angelenos were inundated with March 7th 
election mailers, mostly for Measure S, a 
controversial ballot initiative that sought to 
change the way city officials approve some 
housing developments. The measure lost, 
resoundingly. 

April 2017
City officials announced Silver Lake’s Reservoir 
will be filled sooner and faster than expected 
due to 2017 winter storms. 

May 2017
Issues regarding public access to Griffith Park 
through a trailhead near the Beachwood Canyon 
residential area continued in 2017. About 60 
people gathered April 15th to protest the city’s 
upcoming court-ordered April 18th closure of 
a gate at the end of Beachwood Canyon Drive, 
which had become a favorite access point to 
Griffith Park and the iconic Hollywood Sign. 

June 2017
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti floated the idea 
of a cable car (like the one pictured in Locarno, 
Switzerland) for Griffith Park as a possible 
solution to Beachwood Canyon’s ongoing woes 
of floods of tourists inundating their residential 
community to see the Hollywood Sign.  

July 2017
The Independent Shakespeare Co. had another 
successful season of free Shakespeare in Griffith 
Park. 

August 2017
Summer in Los Angeles was hotter than usual 
with 25 days between June and October with 
recorded temperatures 90 degrees or above and 
six days recorded above 100 degrees.

September 2017
An analysis of vaccination rates for Los Angeles 
area kindergarteners in both public and 
private schools showed 28 in our coverage 
area were below the 95% vaccination rate 
experts say is required to reach what is known 
as “herd immunity” and prevent the spread of 
transmissible diseases, like measles.

October 2017
The Los Feliz Improvement Assoc. hosted a 
“Sock Hop for Schools,” fundraiser in September, 
raising an estimated $13,000 for John Marshall 
High School, Thomas Starr King Middle School, 
Franklin Avenue Elementary, Los Feliz STEMM 
Elementary Magnet and Los Feliz Charter School 
for the Arts. 

November 2017
Nine housing developments, which will add 
1,649 new apartments—and lots of street level 
retail—are currently in the planning stages 
locally. 

Katy Perry
Pop star Katy Perry won her long-fought 
lawsuit against Silver Lake entrepreneur Dana 
Hollister to buy a former convent, owned by 
the Los Angeles Archdiocese, in Los Feliz. A 
jury also ruled Hollister must pay Perry and 
the archdiocese nearly $15 million in legal and 
punitive fees over the issue. 

Chris Laib
Long time Los Feliz activist and resident Chris 
Laib was found to have acted inappropriately 
towards a city staffer for touching her with 
a plastic plate during an embrace at a Greek 
Theater breakfast meeting, prompting three 
Laib allies to resign their Griffith Park advisory 
roles in protest. Read our story on page 6.
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2017 Year in Review
By Erin Hickey Pinheiro 
and Allison B. Cohen

HOMELESSNESS
Los Angeles County will once 
again hold a count of the re-
gion’s homelessness in January. 

In 2017, Los Angeles 
Homeless Services Authority 

data released in May revealed 
some local areas had greater 
gains in homeless population 
than the city as a whole. 

Homelessness grew 20% 
citywide from 2016 to 2017 
according to the data, which 
was collected in January. 

But in Council District 4, 
which includes the communi-
ties of Los Feliz, Silver Lake, 
East Hollywood, the growth 
in 2017 outpaced the city at 
25%. 

The district also saw a 
200% increase in homeless 
persons with HIV or AIDS, 
compared to a citywide in-
crease of 86%; a 316% increase 
for those with developmental 
disabilities, compared to the 
city’s increase of 90%; and a 
38% increase in homeless per-
sons with physical disabilities, 
compared to the citywide in-
crease of 11%.

Meanwhile, Council Dis-
trict 13, which includes por-
tions of Hollywood, Atwater 
Village, Echo Park and Sil-
ver Lake, also outpaced city 
homeless numbers about 33% 
of the time, according to the 
data, including in the areas of 
those identified as chronically 
homeless, those with veteran 
status, transgender individu-
als, those who are white, those 
who are elderly and those with 
health issues including sub-
stance disorders, brain injuries 
and HIV/AIDS.

When asked for comment 
at the time, both Los Angeles 
City Councilmember David 
Ryu, who represents CD4, 
and Councilmember Mitch 
O’Farrell, who represents 
CD13, indicated relief was on 
the way thanks to voter ap-
proved ballot measures, which 
passed in 2016 and 2017. 

Additionally, In January 
2017, a city of Los Angeles 
ordinance went into effect al-
lowing people to sleep in their 

cars during the day along most 
local residential streets and 
overnight on some streets in 
business districts. 

Previously, living in one’s 
vehicle was against the law, 
with complaints against ve-
hicle dwellers from residents 
usually revolving around 

trash, improper dumping of 
sanitation waste and the steal-
ing of water from residents’ 
property, an LAPD spokesper-
son said at the time.

The January law, intended 
to alleviate the city’s worsening 
homeless crisis allows people to 
live in their vehicles during the 
day in most areas of the city. 
However, they must move to 
non-residential areas between 
9 p.m. and 6 a.m. and cannot 
be within 500 feet of licensed 
schools, preschools, day-care 
facilities or public parks.

According to city maps, 
sleeping in cars is allowed lo-
cally on Sunset Boulevard be-
tween Hillhurst and Fountain 
avenues, Hyperion Avenue 
between Monon Street and La 
Paz Drive, and on Santa Mon-
ica Boulevard at Manzanita 
Street through Sunset Boule-
vard to just short of Edgecliff 
Drive.

According to 2016 data 
from the Los Angeles Home-
less Services Authority, 7,100 
people live in their vehicles in 
the city of Los Angeles.

VERMONT TRIANGLE
No changes were made to the 
so-called Vermont Triangle—
which sits at the intersection of 
Vermont Avenue and Sunset 
and Hollywood boulevards—
in 2017, though the issue was 
much discussed and a plan to 
place large planters at the loca-
tion in an effort to discourage 
homeless encampments was 
approved in February.

The Triangle has hosted 
a steady rotation of homeless 
encampments since its costly 
conversion to a park in 2008 
by then Los Angeles City 
Councilmember Tom La-
Bonge, with regular city clean-
ups doing little to mitigate the 
problem.

The February plan, cham-

pioned by the East Holly-
wood Business Improvement 
District, was promised as an 
“immediate solution” to the 
Triangle’s problems. 

But according to Los An-
geles City Councilmember 
David Ryu, that plan was a 
“reactionary” solution to the 
problem.

“The situation was so egre-
gious,” said Ryu, leading peo-
ple to support the first viable 
solution that was presented. 
“Now that it’s clean, people 
are reevaluating and coming 
up with new ideas.”

One such idea is to turn 
the median into an urban 
park, similar to Silver Lake’s 
polka-dot-painted plaza on 
Sunset Boulevard, though 
Ryu said that is just one of sev-
eral community suggestions. 

According to Ryu, “There 
are a lot of different stakehold-
ers who have different visions” 
for the Triangle, including 
the Los Feliz Neighborhood 
Council and the East Holly-
wood Business Improvement 
District, which makes it dif-
ficult to select a plan once and 
for all.

For now, “The good news 
is the Triangle is clean,” said 
Ryu. “We will be continuing 
to monitor the situation … in-
cluding [cleanups and] getting 
services to the homeless people 
living there.”

As for when community 
members can expect a more 
permanent solution, that re-
mains to be seen.

“We’re hoping sooner 
rather than later,” said Ryu.

KATY PERRY MOVING
TO LOS FELIZ 
The years-long battle between 
singer Katy Perry and local 
restaurateur Dana Hollis-
ter over a former convent on 
Waverly Drive seems to have 
finally come to an end, and it 
looks like Perry will soon be 
moving to Los Feliz. 

A jury in December or-
dered Hollister, who owns 
Cliff’s Edge restaurant in Sil-
ver Lake and had hoped to 
turn the Waverly Drive prop-
erty into a boutique hotel, 
to pay nearly $10 million in 
punitive damages on top of 
more than $5 million in legal 
fees they ruled she must pay in 
November for interfering in 
the sale to Perry. 

 The convent, which is 
owned by the Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles and once housed 
the Sisters of the Most Holy 
and the Immaculate Heart 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
(IHM), an order of retired 
nuns, became vacant in 2011, 
when the sprawling property 
became too expensive for the 

sisters to maintain. 
The sisters agreed to sell 

the property to Hollister for 
$10 million, $100,000 of 
which would be paid up front, 
with a promise to pay the re-
mainder at a future date. 

Meanwhile, the archdio-
cese—who a judge later ruled 
had the legal right to sell the 
property, not the sisters—had 
accepted a deal from Perry 
to purchase the property for 
$14.5 million, $10 million of 
which would be paid in cash, 
with the remaining $4.5 mil-
lion to purchase a new house 
of prayer at a different loca-
tion.  

Although a judge initially 
ruled to invalidate the sale to 
Hollister—clearing the way 
for Perry to purchase the con-
vent—in 2016 and then once 
again this March, lawyers for 
Hollister and the nuns pushed 
for a jury trial, extending the 
litigation into December. 

FRANKLIN AND WESTERN 
DEVELOPMENT
The Los Feliz Neighborhood 
Council (LFNC) voted in 
June to support a controver-
sial development at the corner 
of Franklin and Western av-
enues, called the “1860,” pro-
vided developers increase the 
project’s number of affordable 
units from 16 to 22. 

The LFNC had previously 
voted to oppose the develop-
ment in April, citing traffic and 
safety concerns, the project’s 
five-story height, the amount 
of zoning exemptions required 
and the precedent an approval 
might set for other potential 
developers in the area. 

The Los Angeles City 
Planning Dept. has yet to vote 
on the project, after a hearing 
originally scheduled for April 
was indefinitely postponed at 
the developer’s request. No 
hearing is currently scheduled. 

REF RODRIGUEZ
A preliminary hearing for 
Los Angeles Unified School 
District Board of Education 
Boardmember Ref Rodriguez, 
46, who faces charges of perju-
ry and campaign money laun-
dering among others, has been 
postponed until at least Febru-
ary in light of new conflict of 
interest allegations, according 

to various media reports.
Rodriguez plead not guilty 

in October to more than two-
dozen criminal counts—in-
cluding felony counts of con-
spiracy to commit assumed 
name contribution, perjury 
and procuring and offering a 
false or forged document—for 
allegedly funneling $25,000 of 
his own money into his 2015 
campaign by listing phony do-
nors on a campaign disclosure 
form.  

A December hearing on 
the matter was continued to 
February 7, 2018, where the 
court will set a preliminary 
hearing date on the matter. 

Rodriguez stepped down 
from his role as president of 
the school board in Septem-
ber, but has refused to resign 
from the board even as three 
of his fellow board members, 
including current President 
Monica Garcia, have asked 
him to step down.

At the December hearing, 
about 40 parents held a press 
conference outside the crimi-
nal courts building in down-
town Los Angeles asking Ro-
driguez to resign. 

“There is a clear matter 
of right and wrong here,” said 
Josh Rutkoff who said he has 
two sons that attend Aldama 
Elementary School in High-
land Park. “His behavior was 
unethical.” 

“As a parent, I need to 
have trust everyday that all 
working within the school sys-
tem are operating with the ut-
most integrity,” Rutkoff said. 
“We have a court system that 
can decide what is legal, but I 
can tell you, as a parent, what 
he did was wrong.”

According to city Eth-
ics Commission documents, 
shortly after Rodriguez began 
his campaign for the school 
board seat in November 2014, 
he “provided $26,000 of his 
own money to [Elizabeth] 
Melendrez, his cousin and a 
key campaign volunteer, with 
instructions to funnel that 
money into his campaign ac-
count by asking family mem-
bers to make contributions.”

According to the Ethics 
Commission, Rodriguez filed 
a campaign disclosure state-
ment on January 12, 2015, and 
that statement included the 25 
donations that had been reim-
bursed.

“In that statement, Rodri-
guez certified under penalty of 
perjury that he had raised a to-
tal of $51,001 in contributions 
from other people. However, 
nearly half of the reported 
funds were actually Rodri-
guez’s own money,” according 
to the Ethics Commission.

see REVIEW page 8

A homeless man sleeping on the streets of Downtown Los Angeles. 
Photo: Getty Images.

Ref Rodriguez
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Volunteer in the New Year with 826LA!
 
826LA is looking for experienced volunteers to become weekly mentors for local 
students. We need volunteers like you, who are committed and passionate about 
education, community engagement, and youth literacy. When you volunteer with 826LA, 
you will see how your mentorship encourages youth to become more confident writers 
and students. 

To volunteer in the New Year, Call (213) 413-3388 or visit 826LA.org/volunteer.

By Rita Mauceri
Ledger Columnist

2018 is officially here, and 
many of us (most of us) are more 
than happy to bid farewell to 
the chaotic, controversial roller 
coaster that was 2017. The idea 
of a fresh start and 12 brand-
spankin’-new months filled with 
possibility and adventure is just 
too irresistible. 

As we kick off January, it’s 
inevitable that we also start to 
rack up our annual list of reso-
lutions. Last year’s Ledger list 
included a whopping 40 resolu-
tions including: Instagram your 
life (check), adopt a pet (check), 
build a vinyl collection (check) 
and go gluten-free (not quite yet, 
but still working on it).

This year, our list is all about 
making the most of the amazing 
city we live in—exploring it, thriv-
ing in it, supporting its artisans 
and businesses. As we usher in a 
new year, here are the foods, fes-
tivals, family outings, and other 
feel-good things on our to-do list.

GET DOWN WITH THE DOG. 
2018 is the year of the Earth Dog 
in Chinese astrology. What does 
that mean? KarmaWeather.com 
sums it up this way: “Many voices 

around the world rise to highlight 
the importance of the  universal 
values of dialogue and solidar-
ity... Selfishness, greed and igno-
rance being a major source of in-
equalities on Earth, only a social 
and cultural impulse, at the indi-
vidual and collective level, can 
give a new hope to the millions of 
people in the world who are still 
suffering from neglect, indiffer-
ence and the rejection from their 
community.” Brace yourself and 
be bold. Download an iPhone app 
like DailyHoroscope to track per-
sonal projections.

TREAT YOURSELF TO SOME 
TLC. 30 years ago, writer and 
feminist Audre Lorde wrote, “Car-
ing for myself is not an act of self-
indulgence, it is self-preserva-
tion.” The more stressful life gets, 

the more it becomes 
essential to tend to 
your body and spirit. 
Whether your budget 
allows for morning 
meditations, monthly 
manicures, or some-
thing more indulgent, 
make the time. For 
under $30, you can 
soak your troubles 
away at one of the 
amazing local Ko-
rean spas like Olym-

pic, Natura, or Wi. Or stay in and 
browse sites like Well+Good and 
the Chalkboard for easy at-home 
ways to rest and rejuvenate.

EMBRACE THE ARTS. From 
free Shakespeare courtesy of the 
neighborhood merrymakers at 
Independent Shakespeare Com-
pany, to indie film festivals, an 
endless array of affordable arts is 
one of the best things about liv-
ing in this part of the city. On Jan-
uary 25th, the Los Feliz 3 Theater 
hosts the 2018 LA Dance Film 
Festival. $20 gets you access 
to a showcase of short films 
plus a filmmaker panel.

EAT, DRINK, AND DO GOOD. 
On March 1st, Planned Parent-
hood celebrates their annual 

Food Fare featuring top chefs 
and local gourmands serving 
up all the goodies you can eat. 
A tradition since 1979, it’s the 
oldest culinary event in LA with 
over 100 eateries taking part. 
While food is clearly a big draw, 
the real reason people flock is to 
support Planned Parenthood Los 
Angeles, which provides every-
thing from birth control and STD 
treatment to cancer screenings. 
Travel to Barker Hangar in Santa 
Monica to join in the fun—it’s 
worth the trip.

CELEBRATE FAILURE. For 
those who enjoyed 2017’s Insta-
gramable Museum of Ice Cream, 
there’s a quirky new traveler in 
town, this one celebrating the 
sweet smell of…failure. Through 
February 4th, head downtown 
to the Arts District and visit the 

Museum of Failure, which Time-
out describes as a “hall of fame 
for bad ideas.” Get a firsthand 
peek at some of the world’s worst 
inventions, most terrible tech-
nology, and more than 100 truly 
disastrous ideas including frozen 
beef lasagna by Colgate and Co-
ca-Cola’s infamous Blak.

SKIP THE SUGAR. Full disclo-
sure: This was on our resolutions 
list from last year. But every time 
we cruise by McConnell’s, the tub 
of Salted Caramel Chip beckons. 
According to Healthline.com, 
sugar is more addictive than 
heroin and a whopping 70% of 
Americans are consuming toxic 
levels. If you need more moti-
vation, participate in an online 
sugar-free challenge like the one 
at PinchofYum.com, and say ‘so 
long’ to sugar.

2018 New Year’s Resolutions Guide

2018 is the year of the Earth Dog in Chinese astrology.
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NEIL HARRIS GALANTER 
Concert Pianist/Composer/Professor

Music Instruction: Piano, Composition, Theory
Lessons both in Studio and House Visits

All ages and levels taught 

Call or Email for New Year’s Special: 
213-804-1009 • ngalanter@gmail.com

www.neilgalanter.com

Got a 
New Year’s 
Resolution 

that includes 
music? 

How about 
some music 

lessons?

Advertise in the Los Feliz Ledger (323) 741-0019

WRITE YOUR STORY. Writing 
Workshops Los Angeles offers 
classes, taught by local pros, in 
everything from Young Adult (YA) 
lit to memoirs. The small, hands-on 
workshops typically take place in 
the homes of the instructors from 
Los Feliz to Echo Park and points 
in between. “Classes are small and 
always fun, and there are refresh-
ments (wine, sparkling water, cof-
fee), and sometimes even gourmet 
cheeses and tasty snacks, to keep 
us going.” A new set of offerings 
launches in February so check the 
website for details.

PERSONALIZE YOUR PAD. We 
were as excited as anyone when 
the mammoth Ikea opened its 
doors in Burbank last year, but it’s 
time to move beyond the Vangsta 
dining table and Vintergata lamp. 
The antidote to prefab, build-
your-own furnishings? La Com-
mune General in Atwater Village. 
The charming, colorful collection 
of vintage home goods, expertly 
curated by Carri Dillon, has be-
come a favorite with top LA de-
signers from Emily Henderson 
to Courtney and Bob Novogratz. 
Pay a visit and discover why.

GET INTO HEAVY METAL. Ever 
wanted to grab a 6000-degree 
flame torch and go to town? Us 
too. Which is why a beginner’s 
welding class at Molten Metal 
Works in Glendale is on our list. 
Start with their 3-hour Welder 
Tasting Class.

MUNCH ON MIGAS. Ah, Home-
State. We love everything about 
it except the loooooonng lines al-
most every morning. Everything 
on the menu is worth sampling—
from Frito Pie to brisket—but the 
Migas is especially addictive. The 
Tex-Mex egg special is, as Ree 
Drummond (The Pioneer Woman) 
puts it, “a delightfully flavor-
ful scrambled egg dish made 
fabulous with the addition of 
bell peppers, jalapenos, onions, 
cheese, and—the best part—fried, 
chopped corn tortillas.” For days 
when you can’t get to HomeS-
tate, try making Migas at home. 
Check out Drummond’s site for 
the recipe.

GET INK’D. The Natural History 
Museum’s Tattoo exhibit is spec-
tacular, and around until April 
15th. An exhibition “5,000 years in 
the making,” it looks at the fasci-
nating art form and explores “the 
history, technique, motivation, 
and sheer artistic genius that are 
connected to one another by ink.”

TENNIS, ANYONE? Last year, 
we resolved to take full advan-
tage of Griffith Park’s numerous 
hiking trails. This year, we’ll do it 
again and take up tennis as well! 
In our own backyard, we can hit 
the courts at Riverside Park or 

off Vermont, so grab a partner 
and summon your inner Serena. 
If hiking is more your bag, check 
out our own Mike Pallotta’s terrif-
ic series “Day Trekking” for ideas.

BEAT BULLYING. Please, no 
more victims. No more youth sui-
cides due to bullying that could 
and should have been stopped. 
Read the heartbreaking Los An-
geles Times story about Inland 
Empire teen Rosalie Avila, and 
vow to help stop bullying. 

SHOP LOCAL. Stroll down Ver-
mont or Hillhurst avenues and 
imagine what it would be like to 
not be able to browse for books 
at Skylight, find the perfect gift 
at Sumi’s, or treat your toddler to 
a new toy from the Reckless Uni-
corn. Skip Amazon and support 
local makers and shop owners. 
They deserve it and we reap the 
benefits.

GO BIG. We’re not always fans 
of big stadium concerts, but with 
some amazing performers com-
ing to Staples Center this year, 
we’re saving up our dollars to join 
in the spectacle. Take your pick: 
Lorde on March 14th, Pink on 
May 31st, or Sam Smith on Au-
gust 28th. Or all three. Because 
sometimes, you’ve got to go big 
or go home.

DITCH YOUR DRIVE. Give the 
car a rest and use an alternate (fu-
el-free) set of wheels for a week. 
Biking offers a workout and low-
ers stress levels. For $1 an hour, 
you can even rent a dockless bike 
in Griffith Park now, thanks to 
bike rental app “ofo.” Download 
the app, find a nearby bike, scan 
the barcode, and go!

LAUGH ‘TIL YOU CRY. Los An-
geles is home to an ever-growing 
pool of talented, comedians—and 
if we’re being honest, there’s al-
ways something to laugh about 
in this town. @OverheardLA we’re 
looking at you! Check out some 
of the best and brightest at lo-
cal venues like Upright Citizens 
Brigade and the iO Theater. We 
recently had a chance to see the 
enormously talented Tig Notaro, 
who did a sold-out fundraiser at 
Micheltorena Elementary. She’s 
living proof: Laughter truly is the 
best medicine, so make it part of 
your regular routine in 2018.

LEND A HAND. As busy as we 
all are, volunteering can some-
times feel like one more thing to 
squeeze in, but the community-
building, life-affirming perks are 
so worth it. Local nonprofits like 
826LA are working to bring cre-
ative opportunities to kids, while 
shelters like Sante d’Or are saving 
abandoned or abused animals. 
So squeeze a few hours a month 
into your packed calendar and be 
part of the good.

Try your hand (back and fore) at ten-
nis this year on one of Griffith Park’s 
public courts. 

Learn from the pros at Writing Work-
shops Los Angeles’s small, hands-on 
workshops. 
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D J  D a i s y  O ’ D e l l
P h o t o b o o t h

Fo o d ,  D r i n k s  &  G a m e s

a d u l t s  o n l y $ 1 0 0  p e r  p e r s o n
To  p u r c h a s e  t i c k e t s  v i s i t :  E v e n t b r i t e  /  C a m e l o t

L A  R i v e r  S t u d i o s
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Camelot  Kids Celebrates

# L O N G L I V E C A M E L O T

F e b r u a r y                               ,  2 0 1 8
A N N I V E R S A R Y

ANGEL CITY
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

50% OFF
FIRST TIME

OFFICE VISIT
DENTAL

CLEANINGOR
4364 Fountain Ave.

LA, CA 90029
323.522.3134
ANGELCITYVET.com

Close to Los Feliz!

First time visit only, cannot be combined or with other offers. Expires 2-28-18

Wellness Routine Dentistry
Vaccinations Advanced Dentistry
Mircrochips Radiology (x-rays)
Lab work Orthopedic Surgery 
Geriatric care In-house pharmacy
Nutritional care Soft Tissue Surgery
Health certificate Emergency Surgery

Three Resign Over Laib Ouster 
The prominent community activist was asked to step down from multiple city advisory 
boards over “inappropriate behavior,” but some say the allegation was an overreach.  

By Allison B. Cohen

In the wake of the #metoo 
movement—where women, 
and in some cases men, have 
alleged sexual harassment, 
rape, and other inappropriate 
behavior by high ranking poli-
ticians, the Hollywood elite 
and once esteemed members 
of the news media—a recent 
local allegation of impropriety 
has some community mem-
bers calling foul. 

Long time Los Feliz com-
munity leader and activist 
Chris Laib was asked to step 
down from his advisory roles 
with the city of Los Angeles, 
after an internal city investiga-
tion ruled December 8th he 
had acted inappropriately to-
wards a female city staffer.

A surveillance video ob-
tained by the Ledger December 
22nd via California Public Re-
cords Act request shows Laib, 
63, tapping Greek Theater 
staffer Adriana Smith on her 
backside with a plate at a break-
fast meeting for the Greek The-
ater on November 21st. 

Additionally, while the 

video does not include audio, 
the complaint filed is believed 
to have indicated Laib made 
a comment to Smith, report-
edly, “You’re being naughty,” 
said jokingly in response to 
the staffer cutting in front of 
him in line, which the city 
ruled as inappropriate.

Laib has refuted he made 
such a comment.

The complaint was made 
by Los Angeles Recreation 
and Parks Commissioner Pilar 
Diaz, appointed to her posi-
tion in 2016 by Los Angeles 
Mayor Eric Garcetti.

In what is known as a 
“third-party” complaint, Diaz 
attended the breakfast gather-
ing, observed the interaction 
between Laib and Smith and 
reported it to Garcetti’s office.

Multiple requests seeking 
confirmation from the May-
or’s office and requests to in-
terview both Diaz and Smith 
were not returned.

According to Laib, he was 
in the breakfast buffet line—
consisting of pastries, fruit and 
coffee—at the Greek’s Hospi-
tality Room, November 21st 

when Smith, whom he said he 
has known for two years, cut 
the line in front of him.

According to Laib he said, 
jokingly, something to the ef-
fect of, “Oh, no. Not today. 
I’m hungry,” and then, per 
Laib’s account, Smith went to 
hug him.

According to Laib, he had 

his hands full: one hand held 
utensils and the other a plastic 
plate and when he and Smith 
embraced, the plate in one of 
his hands either tapped her hip 
or backside.

However, no such hug ap-
peared in the 20-second video 
clip of the incident provided to 
the Ledger.

According to multiple 
sources, two human resources 
staffers from the city’s Dept. of 
Recreation and Parks eventu-
ally interviewed Laib as part of 
an investigation into the com-
plaint, on November 30th, but 
only after he was asked to step 
down.

Ultimately, the internal 
investigation concluded that 
Laib had acted inappropriately 
based on “complaints from 
third parties,” as well the vid-
eo surveillance tape.

see LAIB page 19
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We Ship Picassos
Yes, we ship art. No matter what your taste, we’ll 
fit your budget. 
 
At art openings, we use words like, “Intriguing,” 
“Revealing” and “Postmodern”... but our clients’ 
favorite words are “Fragile” and “Priceless... but 
we’re on a fixed income.”  We hear you... Even if 
we had only one ear... but that’s another guy.
 
And if you’re feeling a little off or asymmetrical, 
so to speak... if you feel like your nose is on the 
wrong side of your face, or even sliding off your 
face... our friendly and courteous staff will bring 
a smile to it... even if slightly askew. 
 
We like to think we bring out the best in you. 
 
No matter what your shipping needs, we’ll 
straighten you out. 

FAST PICK UP & DELIVERY SERVICES AVAILABLE
LOS FELIZ 323.662.9000 • ATWATER 323.661.4100

HOLLYWOOD 323.464.9200 • * FROGTOWN 323.642.9000

1920 Hillhurst Ave., L.A. 90027 • www.BoxBrosLA.com
         info@goodmanshipping.com

FA M I LY O W N E D  &  FA M I LY R U N

Quick and Professional Service • Plenty of On-Site Parking
Moving Boxes and Shipping Supplies

Professional Packaging of Fragile Breakable Art, Antiques and Furniture
UPS • FedEx • DHL • US Mail • Freight Services Air and Ocean

Mailbox Rentals • Free Amazon Drop Off Center

Boxes • Packaging • Shipping

[CALIFORNIA STATE ASSEMBLY]

Why So Many Bills?
By Assemblymember Laura Friedman

Next month, 
thousands will 
once again fill 

the halls of the State Capitol 
Building when the legisla-
ture reconvenes on January 
3rd. For the next few months 
legislators, staffers, lobbyists, 
and advocates will zip in and 
around the Capitol, the result 
of which will be upwards of a 
thousand new bills, all vying 
to become law. 

Sacramento is undoubtedly 
a bill factory; each year produc-
ing tens of thousands of pages 
of legislation which could cre-
ate hundreds of new laws and 
changes to existing law. 

After all, this is the prima-
ry purpose of a legislature—to 
make, change, or repeal laws. 

However, in my first year as an 
assemblymember I have spent 
a lot of time thinking about 
how we can improve our pro-
cess. One thing I have won-
dered: do we really need to 
produce so many bills?

For legislators, there is an 
instilled expectation to pro-
duce; often it can feel as if the 
professional capacity of a leg-
islator is dependent upon the 
number of bills authored, co-
authored, and passed. 

In terms of creating and 
reviewing the actual language 
of the law itself, the process 
works. Where I see room for 
improvement is in what hap-
pens after the law is passed.

When a bill becomes law, 
it can take state departments 

years to develop the regula-
tions to actually implement 
the changes. We can end up 
with a backlog of passed leg-
islation just waiting to be 
implemented, slowed down by 
the mechanics of the process, 
while more and more changes 
are piled on top.

This is largely due to the 
nature of how legislators have 
had to operate over the years. 
Since term limits were im-
posed in the ‘90s, legislators 
have had their careers depen-
dent on getting as much passed 
as possible. However, after the 
passage of Proposition 28 in 
2012, members elected in or 
after 2012 now have the ability 
to serve up to twelve years in 

see FRIEDMAN page 25

[UNITED STATES CONGRESS]

Fostering Accountability
By Rep. Adam Schiff

In recent 
months, a 
string of high 

profile revelations about sexual 
assault, harassment and other 
misconduct have sparked a 
long overdue national con-
versation. From Roger Ailes, 
Harvey Weinstein, and Roger 
Moore to Donald Trump, a 
common denominator is men 
in positions of power abusing 
that power to harass or assault 
women. This abuse has proven 
prevalent across entertain-
ment, media, and politics, but 
we should not ignore the fact it 
occurs with equal frequency in 
industries that receive far less 
attention like hospitality, re-
tail, food service, and domes-
tic work. 

Clearly, with accusations 
against several members of 

the House of Representatives 
and Senate, this issue extends 
to Congress as well, where a 
number of members have been 
forced to retire or resign. There 
are still others, including the 
President, who remain in of-
fice despite the credible allega-
tions against them.  

This month the House 
passed a bill requiring all 
members and staff to undergo 
anti-harassment and anti-
discrimination training. I co-
sponsored this bill, and hope it 
is the first step towards creat-
ing a more transparent and ac-
countable system in Congress 
that protects victims. 

I support the effort be-
ing led by my colleague Jackie 
Speier and others to modern-
ize Congress’s antiquated and 

see SCHIFF page 25

see SLNC page 25

[SILVER LAKE NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL]

By Anne-Marie Johnson, Co-Chair

In November, 
the Homeless-
ness in Sil-
ver Lake and 

Youth committees co-spon-
sored a successful hygiene 
assembly kit event, which 
brought residents of all ages 
together to help those who 
are homeless. Over 800 kits 
were assembled and will be 
handed out throughout Sil-
ver Lake. From Girl Scouts 
to those enjoying retirement, 
all supported a much-needed 
cause.

The third installment of 
the “Words Can Help … And 
Hurt” series, co-sponsored by 
the Silver Lake Neighborhood 
Council (SLNC) and the Sil-
ver Lake Library, featured a 
dynamic panel representing 
the LGBTQI community. All 
who attended learned, shared 
and left feeling even better 
about the neighborhood we 
all call home. Our next dis-
cussion, “The Legacy of Mar-
tin Luther King: In the Era 
of Trump, is the Dream Still 
Alive?” will be held on January 

13th at the library.
The SLNC recently co-

hosted, along with the Silver 
Lake Wildlife Sanctuary and 
Joymode, a screening of “The 
Cat Who Changed America.” 
The documentary features 
the famous mountain lion 
P-22 and other wildlife, and 

Read this month’s 
Los Feliz Neighborhood 
Council report online at 

losfelizledger.com
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Buy one dinner bowl 
and get one for FREE! 
with the purchase of any 2 beverages
must be used by 1/31/2018 • one per table 
present ad when seated

Gobi Mongolian BBQ + Beer House in Silver Lake since 2008
2827 W. Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90026

{ MONGOLIAN BBQ HOUSE IN SILVER LAKE }

Dr. Michel N. Kahwaji
Dr. Roxana De la Rosa

•	 Comprehensive	Eye	Exams
•	 Treatment	of	Eye	Disease
•	 Vintage	&	Designer	Eyewear
•	 Contact	Lenses
•	 Free	Lasik	Consultation
•	 Retinal	Photography	for	Diabetic	
	 &	Hypertension	Patients

We	accept	VSP,	Medi-Cal,	Medicare	&	most	other	insurance

(323) 664-1996
2771	Rowena	Ave.	(corner	of	Glendale	Blvd.)

Los	Angeles,	CA		90039
www.silverlakeoptometry.com

SILVERLAKE 
Optometry

VISIT THE CHURCH OF SCIENTOLOGY

ALL ARE WELCOME!

OPEN 9AM - 10PM
EVERYDAY

OPEN HOUSE
Come tour our Public Information Center and get 
answers to common questions about Scientology 

beliefs and practices, the life of Founder L. Ron Hubbard 
and our community programs

4810 W Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90027
(323) 953-3206

www.scientology-losangeles.com

© 2017 CSLA. All Right Reserved. Scientology is a trademark and service mark owned by Religious Technology Center and is 
used with its permission. Print in USA.

ATTEND A SCIENTOLOGY 
SUNDAY SERVICE
EVERY SUNDAY AT 11AM
B BRUNCH SERVED A

THE HOLLYWOOD/LOS FELIZ KIWANIS CLUB 
CONGRATULATES OUR SOFTBALL TEAM ON 

WINNING THE CHAMPIONSHIP! 

If you’d like to join our winning team in serving 
the community, we meet every Tuesday for lunch 

and service projects.  

Email HwoodLFKiwanis@gmail.com for more info, 
or visit us on Facebook at HollywoodLosFelizKiwanisClub.

Rodriguez has never pub-
lically refuted the allegations.

BEACHWOOD TRAILHEAD 
CLOSURE
As part of a settlement of a 
lawsuit with the Sunset Ranch 
Stables, the city closed the con-
troversial Beachwood Trail-
head to Griffith Park in April, 
providing relief for some area 
residents, but outraging some 
local activists, who in turn 
filed their own lawsuit to have 
it reopened.

Meanwhile, restricted 
parking in Beachwood’s small 
commercial center, first initi-
ated by former Los Angeles 
City Councilmember Tom 
LaBonge before he was termed 
out of office in 2015, had an 
impact on at least a few busi-
nesses. 

According to Beachwood 
Cafe owner Patti Peck, an an-
tique shop that had been there 
for 20 years and a dry cleaner 
both closed in 2017, Peck said, 
due to “reduced business due 
to the [parking restrictions.]”

“I’m tired of the politics of 
all this,” said Peck in an email, 
“... so I am no longer engaged 
in trying to fight City Hall. 
But they are making it extra 
hard for small businesses to be 

viable up here. I feel like the 
businesses are being punished 
in favor of a few residents who 
supported [now Los Angeles 
City councilmember] David 
Ryu during his campaign.”

Regarding the fresh law-
suit filed in 2017 by Friends 
of Griffith Park, the Griffith 
J. Griffith Charitable Trust 
and the Los Feliz Oaks 
Homeowners Assoc. over 
the city’s closure of access to 
Griffith Park via the Beach-
wood Trailhead, attorneys 
and the city are currently in 
“limited negotiations,” over 
the issue, according to Mike 
Gatto, one of the attorneys 
representing the three groups 
in the matter.

“We feel confident,” Gat-
to said in an interview, “that 
there will be increased and 
safe access [at the location], 
which every neighborhood 
can get behind.”

Barring a settlement, the 
issue will go to trial in March 
2018. Opening briefs on the 
matter are to be filed by Janu-
ary 11, 2018.

In the Sunset Ranch law-
suit, a judge ruled the ranch 
did not have exclusive use of 
an easement at the Beachwood 
Trailhead, but that the city 
had interfered with the ranch’s 

business by encouraging tour-
ists and hikers to access the 
trail, which leads to the famed 
Hollywood Sign. The judge 
ruled the city should instead 
provide public access to the 
Hollyridge Trail “at a loca-
tion closest to the start of the 
subject easement ... as is prac-
ticable.”

The latest lawsuit claims 
the city hastily closed all ac-
cess through the Beachwood 
Canyon gate, and by doing so 
channeled traffic through an-
other neighborhood. 

SCHOOL VACCINATION 
RATES
In September, we reported 
over two-dozen local public 
and private schools were be-
low the state’s recommended 
95% vaccination rate, despite 
a relatively new state inocula-
tion law. 

Some of those rates have 
improved in the months since.

According to Ellen Mor-
gan, a spokesperson with 
the Los Angeles Unified 
School District, the Los Fe-
liz STEMM Magnet is now 
at 100% (up from 65%) 
and Ivanhoe Elementary is 
currently at 96% (up from 
94%). 

According to a representa-

tive from Silver Lake’s Ivan-
hoe Elementary, their vacci-
nation has stayed the same at 
94%, while a representative 
from Pilgrim School indicated 
theirs has improved to 100% 
(up from 89%).

Vaccination rates at the 
Lycee International de Los 
Angeles Los Feliz campus are 
now at 80% (compared to 
72% in September). 

According to Emily An-
sinelli, the school’s marketing 
and communications director, 
the school has five students 
out of 55 kindergarteners that 
are medically exempt from 
vaccinations and another 11 
that are playing catch up. 

“Our school welcomes stu-
dents from overseas, and more 
specifically from France,” said 
Ansinelli in an email. “As you 
may well know, the vaccina-
tion requirements and sched-
ules differ from country to 

country. The 11 students that 
are missing doses are under 
U.S. physician care with a pre-
defined schedule to get them 
to catch up to the California 
required vaccination schedule. 
As such, we are constantly im-
proving our vaccination rate.”

Some schools, however, 
did not return our requests for 
updated information, includ-
ing Citizen’s of the World Hol-
lywood, which we reported as 
having a 32% vaccination rate 
in September, the Pasadena 
Waldorf School (45%) Los Fe-
liz Charter School for the Arts 
(88%) and St. Teresa of Avila 
(83%).

 
1ST AMENDMENT 
COALITION LAWSUIT
The city of Los Angeles set-
tled a lawsuit September 20th 
filed by the First Amendment 
Coalition regarding the non-

REVIEW from page 3

see REVIEW page 12
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Your Neighbors and 
Local Real Estate Agents

Sold | 5350 Neal Dr | $2,115,000

Sold | 3203 Hollydale Dr  | $720,000

Shannon Fenton
shannon@fentonla.com
310.365.6118
bre#:01906521

Joey Fenton
joey@fentonla.com
323.605.2780
bre#:01929905

Nourmand & Associates
6525 Sunset Blvd. Ste G2 
Los Angeles, CA 90028
323.462.6262

In Escrow  |  2284 Hidalgo Ave | $2,195,000

Sold |  2824 W Ave 30 | $768,000 Sold  | 1079 W Kensington Rd | $735,000 

Sold | 2245 Loma Vista Pl | $850,000

[REAL ESTATE]

2017 Local Market Recap
By Richard Stanley
Special to the Ledger

SUMMARY
The past year in the greater 
East Side Los Angeles market 
saw steady price appreciation. 

Prices to-
day are about 
20% higher 
than the 2007 
peak and 
more than 
double what 

they were at the bottom of the 
Great Recession (2009-2012).  

Trends stayed the same: 
record low inventories (down 
72% from the 2007 high); low 
interest rates and low afford-
ability, especially for first-time 
buyers.

COOLING MARKETS
The over $1 million market 

continued to cool locally in 
2017. 

Only the most attrac-
tive and compellingly priced 
luxury properties sold in this 
more-discretionary market 
segment. Rather than move 
up or down, many owners of 
properties worth more than $1 
million are electing to stay put 
or to remodel.  

INVESTORS, AFFORDABILITY 
AND AVAILABILITY
Local real estate investment 
by “flippers” has been on the 
wane for more than a year. I 
suspect fear of a correction—
there will be one upcoming 
to be sure—and the cooling 
of the high-end market are on 
the minds of speculators.  

Plus, finding distressed 
properties to flip that do not 
need major repairs in our old-

er neighborhoods is ever more 
difficult.

Cash available for invest-
ment in real estate continues 
to feel unlimited. This cash 
comes not just from over-
seas—now that Los Angeles, 
including our neighborhoods, 
attracts global investors seek-
ing cash havens and green 
cards—but also from Baby 
Boomer parents who are 
bankrolling their Millennial 
children’s first houses. 

Small investors are buying 
single-family homes and con-
dos for rental income, includ-
ing for short-term rental pur-
poses, and longtime owners, 
who might in the past have 
downsized, are now convert-
ing their single family resi-
dences into rental units. 

Our neighborhoods are 
scattershot with “Airbnb hous-

es” that undermine commu-
nity vitality, exacerbate inven-
tory shortages and diminish 
housing affordability. 

A recent study indicated 
that for each 1% of single-
family houses that are inves-
tor-owned, a 3% to 4% reduc-
tion in the inventory of houses 
for sale results.

PRICE TRENDS AND 
HOT SPOTS
Currently, attractive proper-
ties priced under $1 million 
will likely elicit competing, 
multiple offers. 

The number of offers typi-
cally translates to the percent-
age over the asking price that 
the successful buyer will pay, 
for example, 20 offers are like-
ly to inflate the sale price by 
20%. 

This phenomenon stalls, 
however, as the $1-million 
mark is exceeded.  

An outstanding house 
priced at $799,000 might sell 

for $1 million with multiple 
offers, while a $1-million-ask-
ing-price house might sell for 
the same amount due to a lack 
of multiple offers.

The chart on page 10, 
from real estate data vendor 
Infosparks, shows how over-
the-asking-price bidding af-
fected sale prices in November. 
Note the $1 million threshold. 

The neighborhoods with 
homes selling under $1 mil-
lion, like Echo Park, Atwater 
Village and Northeast Los An-
geles show the most incidents 
of overbidding. 

Also note how the Hol-
lywood Hills East neighbor-
hood compares to Los Feliz. 
In the past, these two neigh-
borhoods’ sales statistics were 
like tweedle dee and tweedle 
dum. No more. Prices are 
lower now and there is more 
inventory in the Hollywood 
Hills East neighborhood due, 
presumably, to the nuisance of 

see REAL ESTATE page 10



Los Feliz Ledger

Page 10 www.losfelizledger.com January 2018Su Casa REAL ESTATE

Service, please!

Richard Stanley
Celebrating 30 years of
successful local service! 

DRE# 00971211

rstanley@coldwellbanker.com
213 300-4567  cell / voice mail
©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark 
licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal 
Housing Opportunity.  Owned and operated by NRT LLC.  All rights reserved.  If your 
property is listed with another broker, this is not intended as a solicitation. 

Teams of Realtors® are the rage lately.  There 
are several reasons why.  Successful “star” 
agents often burn out and want to share the 
workload with a group of subordinates.  In 
medicine, this idea is called a clinic.  These 

stars shift their attention from real estate client service 
to team management and client lead generation.  Team 
members’ sales are attributed to the star to enhance the 
star’s sales record—valuable when courting new clients.  
The star delegates client workload responsibilities 
to many different subordinates.  In my experience, I 
often never meet a team star, as they tend not to hold 
open houses, to show or to view property, to attend 
inspections nor even to sign documents, some of which 
must be signed by a real estate licensee only.  These 
stars are mainly managers, not client service providers.

While some teams are professional and well-run, 
many are not.  Recently, I sold a house represented 
by a team of five.  The star was in Cancun during the 
entire transaction.  Upon closing this escrow, the five 
team members spent a day finding the house key for 
my buyers.  Team inexperience and inattention have led 
to sensational law suits lately.  Brokerages tend to look 
away from unprofessional team practices so long as the 
commissions flow in.  Nevertheless, brokerages that 
spawn teams sometimes rue their progeny’s success.  
Other brokerages court top teams with seven-figure 
signing bonuses for the stars alone—another reason to 
form a team.  Producing an efficient profit center rather 
than enhancing client service seems, in my view, the 
most common team goal. 

[HOUSE AND HOLMES]

Lighting Up The New Year
By Rob Loos, Ledger Columnist

This New 
Year I made 
a resolution 

that I would be a lot smarter 
with my home renovations 
and less dependent on my su-
per contractor genius friend, 
Dave. My new mandate got a 
quick test as I spent time with 
my mom who lives in Ohio. 

She actually lives, eats, 
and breathes Ohio. She insists 
the word “Ohio” comes from 
an Indian word meaning: 
“The most beautiful place in 
the world.” I remember that 
I learned in 4th grade that 
“Ohio” was the Iroquoian 
word for the “big creek” that 
separated the state from Ken-
tucky, but I quickly realized 
that you don’t argue with 
Mom, especially after she’s 
had painful knee surgery.

She lives in a housing de-
velopment where the home-
owners association mows the 
grass, rakes the leaves, and 
plows the streets when it snows. 
Unfortunately, they don’t do 
anything inside the house. 
When I arrived, Mom proudly 
boasted that she recently had 
“the web installed.” I showed 

her how to magically connect 
a smartphone to Wi-Fi; she 
was impressed that after all my 
years in Hollywood I finally 
learned something useful.

I was honored when she 
asked me, and not my mechani-
cal engineer, I-can-fix-anything, 
brother-in-law Jay, to tackle a 
special challenge in her garage. 
She pointed to two overhead 
sockets with burned out light 
bulbs. Could I replace the bulbs? 
“Of course,” I crowed.

I immediately wondered 
how I’d reach the 14-foot-tall 
ceiling to change the glass 
orbs. One bulb was mounted 
to the chain-drive electric ga-
rage door opener and the other 
to the ceiling. Maybe I could 
stack several storage boxes and 
use them as a plastic ramp? Or 
I could situate the firewood 

like Lincoln logs and climb a 
log mountain? Or maybe I’d 
just use my Hollywood super-
powers and shoot webs from 
my wrists to swing up there 
like Spidey.

So I did what I always do 
in pressure situations: I broke 
down and phoned my ace con-
tractor friend Dave. I reached 
him as he was helping his su-
per-model girlfriend pick out 
the perfect Lhasa Apso. 

I whispered into the 
phone and quietly asked for 
his help. He laughed and re-
sponded, “Everybody in that 
development has the same 
house so they all have the same 
problem replacing lights. Ask 
her neighbor if you can bor-
row a folding ladder.” I snuck 
next door to my Mom’s neigh-
bor, Frank, borrowed his lad-
der, and successfully replaced 
the lights. Which once again 
goes to prove, “If I can’t fig-
ure it out—and I know that I 
can’t—my friend Dave can.”

[KEEN TO BE GREEN]

A Numbers Game
By Meher McArthur, Ledger Columnist

At the start 
of 2018, the 
population of 

the world has now reached a 
staggering 7.6 billion people. 
Though much of this growth 
is in countries like India and 
China, where consumerism 
is less widespread than here, 
those cultures are catching up 
to us fast. 

With consumerism comes 
lots of plastic in the form of 
packaging and single-use con-
tainers, so, increasingly, when 
we toss a plastic Starbucks cup 
in the trash in Los Angeles, we 
can be pretty sure this action 
is being mirrored by millions 
of other people all over the 
world. That’s millions of plas-
tic cups trashed every day!

And very little of it is be-
ing recycled. National Geo-
graphic recently reported that 
only 9% of the world’s plastic 
is actually being recycled, and 
according to Greenpeace, over 

12 million tons of plastic is 
thrown into the oceans each 
year, not only harming sea 
creatures, but also contami-
nating the seafood that we 
consume. 

We may feel that there is 
little we can do as individuals 
to reduce the plastic trash in 
our landfills and oceans. 

But we can work with fam-

ily and friends to cut down our 
plastic consumption by refusing 
to buy heavily packaged foods, 
using our own containers and 
petitioning our grocery stores to 
reduce packaging. 

We can also join plastic-
free movements like Green-
peace’s Plastic Free Friday 
Campaign. I am not sure 
about limiting these efforts to 
a single weekday, but since we 
are playing a numbers game 
with our environment, if 
many people cut down plastic 
trash one day at a time, this 
may be a good place to start. 

the Hollywood Sign, and the 
resulting flood of traffic and 
tourism. I expect Griffith Ob-

servatory-bound tourist traffic 
will affect Los Feliz similarly, 
as the site becomes an increas-
ingly popular destination.  

FORECAST
Will there be a real estate 
crash in 2018? 2019? Forecast-
ing one is like forecasting an 
earthquake. Who knows?

A recent industry report, 
however, lists metropolitan 
Los Angeles—with an annual 
price jump from last year of 
7%, as the third most “over-
valued” U.S. housing market, 
behind Las Vegas and Denver.  

Most analysts are opti-
mistic and foresee continued 
growth in our local real estate 
market in 2018—which seems 

a cautionary sign of a bubble, 
to me.

The cloud on the horizon 
is the new Federal tax legisla-

tion (being finalized as I write 
this article) that surely will 
foment great confusion and 
anxiety in high-cost/high-tax 
states such as California. 

The National Assoc. of 
Realtors predicts the new tax 
bill will cause housing prices 
to fall in every state (which 
will make our real estate even 
more attractive to foreign in-
vestment) and will implode 
the second-home market. 

New, higher capital 
gains taxes will create a two-
tier tax system for present 
and future homeowners that 
will be a disincentive to sell, 
thus exacerbating the local 
area’s already low inventory 
of houses for sale. 

Under the likely new law, 

disposable income will shrink 
for many Californians earning 
$86,000 to $300,000—the 
backbone of the residential 

real estate industry. 
Many local folks are 

small-business owners or inde-
pendent-contractors who will 
see present tax deductions re-
duced or eliminated. Among 
local winners will be large, 
private-equity landlords, be-
stowed with new tax benefits, 
who will enjoy increased com-
petition for rental units from 
tenants priced out of home 
ownership, which is already 
at an all-time low. Like it or 
not, the New Year appears to 
be the start of a new order of 
austerity.  

Richard Stanley is a local real-
tor with Coldwell banker with 
30 years’ experience. 

REAL ESTATE from page 9

 Median 
Sale Price

Median $/
Square Foot

% of Last 
Asking Price

Months 
Supply

Los Feliz $1,550,000 $780 100% 3.5

Hwd Hills East $1,430,000 $675 98% 15.3

Silver Lake $1,202,000 $740 101% 1.7

Echo Park   $958,000 $753 106% 10

Atwater Village   $835,000 $617 105% 1.4

Northeast L.A.   $768,000 $578 102% 2

According to Greenpeace, over 
12 million tons of plastic is thrown into 

the oceans each year.



NOURMAND & ASSOCIATES

Three Offices. 

One Respected Name.

www.nourmand.com

Hollywood Office

Howard Lorey I Brokerage Manager

hlorey@nourmand.com

6525 Sunset Blvd Ste G2

Los Angeles, CA 90028

office: 323.462.6262

NourmandRE

@NourmandRE

@NourmandRE

2423 LAKE VIEW AVE, SILVER LAKE                $1,595,000

New listing, 3bd/4ba, ~3,000 sf, Pool, 15,600 sf lot, private.

Chris Furstenberg                 323.422.2244

2338 HOLLYRIDGE DR, BEACHWOOD CYN   $3,750,000

Private 4 bed + 3 bath view home formerly owned by  Louis Zamperini.

Nicole Contreras                 310.614.4952

7546 DEVISTA DR, HW HILLS EAST             $2,849,000

Remodeled Contemporary 4 bed / 4 bath. 7546devistadrive.com 

Gavin Fleminger                 310.850.8053

1000 N SERRANO AVE, HOLLYWOOD            $4,250,000

24 units/1 bdrms/owned laundry/nr upcoming Hwd Central Park.

Scott Campbell    323.252.9870

2929 WAVERLY #217, SILVER LAKE                     $459,000

Perfect for a 1st-time buyer or someone seeking a pied-à-terre.

The Kostrey Collection                                          310.621.4341

2284 HIDALGO AVE, SILVER LAKE                    $2,195,000

3+2.5 Architectural in Silver Lake with stunning views and pool.

Shannon/Joey Fenton                           310.365.6118

6308 QUEBEC DR, HW HILLS EAST             $1,595,000

HW Hills Mid-century, 3bed/3bath + office. Panoramic views.

Howard Stevens/John Podhor                                      323.592.9750

6640 WHITLEY TER, HOLLYWOOD                  $2,199,999

Private celebrity owned villa with stunning views, pool & spa.

Mica Rabineau                       323.816.5868

2630 N. VERMONT AVE, LOS FELIZ                $8,900,000

Historic 1925 Van M Griffith estate. Montecito style guest house.

Howard Lorey/RSR Real Estate                             323.251.4553

6070 W STUDIO CT, HOLLYWOOD              $1,179,000

Sleek & stunning 3 bed/3.5 bath home in the heart of Hollywood.

Jennifer Eckert/Mary O’Grady                                      323.543.3697

2726 AUBURN ST, SILVER LAKE                         $1,149,000

Well-appointed 3+3 home in the idyllic Silver Lake neighborhood.

Christopher Furstenberg                         323.422.2244

2206 AVON ST, ECHO PARK                                $1,175,000

Triplex – 3 separate cottages, close to shops, restaurants & DTLA.

The Kostrey Collection                                 213.215.2563

1416 N KENMORE AVE, HOLLYWOOD          $2,500,000

10 units/Good mix/owned laundry/nr Los Feliz & All Hospitals.

Scott Campbell        323.252.9870

3510 N KNOLL DR, LAKE HOLLYWOOD                    $925,000

The Nelson House c. 1954, designed by Greta M. Grossman.

Daniel Q. Carson                                 213.507.3030

2145 GRIFFITH PARK BLVD, SILVER LAKE        $1,199,000

3 bed + 2 bath home zoned R-2, large and private backyard.

Gina Isaac                                 323.829.8009
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Karen Lower

Karen Lower
Estate Director
323.804.8043
karen.lower@compass.com
karenlower.net
CalBRE 01296557 / 01882773

Happy New Year
Compass is a licensed real estate broker (01991628) in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in 
price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. 

4798 Glenalbyn Drive, Mount Washington
3 Bed | 3 Bath | 2,735 SF | $1,028,000
4798glenalbyn.com
Sophisticated contemporary view home.

3514 Amesbury Road, Los Feliz
3 BED | 2.5 BATH | 2,265 SF | $1,850,000 (LIST PRICE)
3514amesbury.com
Storybook traditional.

3 BED | 2.5 BATH + OFFICE 1,900+ SF 
PLUS SEPARATE 1 BED | 1 BATH APT. 660 SF
PLUS SEPARATE STUDIO 265 SF
Call for details.

2268 Ben Lomond Drive, Los Feliz
3 BED | 3 BATH | 2,349 SF | 4,706 SF LOT | $1,750,000
2268benlomond.com

2633 La Cuesta Drive, Hollywood Hills
3 BED | 2.5 BATH | 2,890 SF | $2,695,000
2633lacuesta.com   
Canyon Retreat. Pool and views.

1427 N Camden Avenue, #102, Westwood
3 BED | 3.5 BATH | 2,670 SF | $1,350,000
1427camden102.com  
Gorgeous 2-story condo in great Westwood location..

Active Active Active

SoldIn
Escrow

Pocket
Listing

profit’s civil complaint that 
the city had illegally destroyed 
public records. As part of the 
settlement, the city has agreed 
to preserve city records for at 
least two years.

The San Rafael, CA based 
organization’s lawsuit was 
filed in 2016, after it was re-
vealed  former  Los Angeles 
City Councilmember Tom 
LaBonge ordered at least 113 
boxes of documents from his 
office be destroyed in the final 
weeks of his term in 2015.

As part of the settlement, 

the city will pay the coalition’s 
$20,000 in attorney fees and 
promised the organization it 
would consult with the non-
profit if it wants to change any 
of its rules for records reten-
tion and destruction over the 
next five years.

ELECTED OFFICIALS, 
NEW AND OLD
In March, Rep. Adam Schiff, 
who represents California’s 
28th Congressional District, 
which includes Los Feliz, Sil-
ver Lake, Atwater Village, 
Echo Park and other local ar-

eas, was live on CNN, deliv-
ering the opening statement 
during a hearing on alleged 
Russian interference in the 
2016 presidential election. 

But Schiff, the ranking 
member of the House Per-
manent Select Committee 
on Intelligence, also made a 
big mark this year in a much 
smaller medium—one that up 
until recently was restricted to 
140 characters or less. 

The congressman gained a 
following on Twitter, which he 
has used as a platform to speak 
out against the Trump admin-

istration and respond to some 
of the president’s more inflam-
matory tweets. 

One of Schiff’s most pop-
ular tweets was sent on Feb-
ruary 4, 2017 in response to 
Trump derisively calling U.S. 
District Judge James Robart a 
“so-called judge” after Robart 
temporarily blocked Trump’s 
travel ban. 

Schiff tweeted, “The ‘so-
called’ judge was nominated 
by a ‘so-called’ President & 
was confirmed by the ‘so-
called’ Senate. Read the ‘so-
called’ Constitution.”

In a March interview, 
Schiff said he sees Twitter as 
a vital tool for informing his 
followers of issues happening 
in real-time, for opening up a 
dialogue with his constituents 
and for speaking out about “a 
number of issues the world 
cares deeply about that we 
don’t hear from our president.”

Find Schiff on Twitter as 
@RepAdamSchiff.

Local California State As-
semblymember Laura Fried-
man, who took over former 
assemblymember Mike Gat-
to’s 43rd District seat last De-
cember, has just completed her 
first year in office.

Friedman, a former Glen-
dale city councilmember who 

ran on a platform that includ-
ed curbing unemployment, 
rising housing prices and ris-
ing childcare costs, beat out 
fellow democrat Ardy Kas-
sakhian for the seat. 

In June, Friedman was ap-
pointed chair of the Assembly 
Rules Subcommittee on Ha-
rassment, Discrimination and 
Retaliation Prevention and 
Response, a committee which 
has taken on an even greater 
role in recent months as sexual 
assault allegations against sev-
eral high profile figures, in-
cluding Harvey Weinstein and 
several politicians, have come 
to light. 

Over the past year, Fried-
man authored several bills, 
four of which were signed into 
law by Gov. Jerry Brown. 

Those bills were AB766, 
which provides funding to aid 
foster youth with living ex-
penses while attending college; 
AB1286, allowing more time 
for airports to collect rental 
car fees, which go towards up-
dating facilities and reducing 
air pollution; AB 1400, which 
sets higher environmental 
standards for backup electric-
ity generators and AB1414, 
which reduces fees and red 
tape for consumers wishing to 
install solar panels. 

REVIEW from page 8

see REVIEW page 16



1044 W Edgeware Rd Call for Details

COMING SOON

2130 Apex Ave Call for Details

    COMING SOON

1341 Edgecliffe Dr

IN ESCROW

compass.com 626.205.4040  compass compassinc  compass

Courtney Smith
CalBRE #0140676

Kurt Wisner
CalBRE #01431217

323.667.0700
courtneyandkurt.com

3169 Glendale Boulevard - Atwater Village

Echo Park Echo Park Silver Lake $1,299,000
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Only
With Us

onlywithus.com

local expertise
global reach
brand heritage
extraordinary 
marketing
pr powerhouse
proven results

®

LOS FELIZ BROKERAGE |  1801 NORTH HILLHURST AVENUE, LOS ANGELES, CA 90027 |  323.665.1700
MARC GIROUX, S.V.P. |  BROKERAGE MANAGER

Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with 
Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Sotheby’s International Realty CalBRE#: 899496

Happy New Year
from Sotheby’s international realty



SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY, LOS FELIZ BROKERAGE |  1801 NORTH HILLHURST AVENUE, LOS ANGELES, CA 90027 |  323.665.1700

Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with 
Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Sotheby’s International Realty CalBRE#: 899496, CalBRE#: 1023114 & 1276405.

OFF MARKET HISTORIC SALE
LOS FELIZ  | Sold at $12,500,000 | Represented the buyers

2656 ABERDEEN AVENUE
LOS FELIZ  |  Sold at $4,865,000

K O N S T A N T I N E  &  R I C K

2285 N. HOBART BLVD.
LOS FELIZ  | Sold at $3,650,000

LANDMARK CELEBRITY MASTERPIECE 
BEACHWOOD CANYON  |  Sold at $2,815,000

4087 WOKING WAY
LOS FELIZ  | Sold at $2,500,000 | Represented the buyers

1643 QUEENS ROAD
SUNSET STRIP  |  Sold at $2,280,000

2618 N. COMMONWEALTH AVENUE 
LOS FELIZ  |  Sold at $2,200,000 | Sold Over Asking

6304 BRYN MAWR DRIVE 
HOLLYWOOD HILLS EAST  |  Sold at $2,170,000

1917 N. WILTON PLACE 
LOS FELIZ  |  Sold at $1,989,000

3145 SILVERADO DRIVE 
SILVER LAKE  |  Sold at $1,853,000

Konstantine and Rick, luxury Realtors of Sotheby’s International Realty Los Feliz, are the area’s top producers selling luxury real estate in the areas 
of Los Feliz, Silver Lake – Echo Park, and Beachwood Canyon. Proudly representing properties of distinction, Konstantine and Rick have over 

$1 billion in sales. No one understands high-end real estate and the needs of luxury home buyers and sellers, like Konstantine and Rick. 

SELECT LISTINGS & SOLDS FROM 2017

P R O P E R T I E S  o f  D I S T I N C T I O N
c o m e  i n  m a n y  S T Y L E S  a n d  s i z e s .

Contact Konstantine and Rick Yohon for a confidential consultation at 323.252.9451 | 323.270.1725
konstantinevalissarakos.com | rickyohon.com
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CalBRE 01245334/ 01427385. Compass is a licensed real estate broker (01991628) in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material 
presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, 
condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. To reach the Compass main office call 310.230.5478

Boni
Bryant
323.854.1780
boni.bryant@compass.com

Joe
Reichling
323.395.9084
joe.reichling@compass.com

Your best real 
estate decision.

4115 Holly Knoll Dr. Los Feliz 
4 BED | 3 BATH | $2,075,000 | WWW.4115HOLLKNOLL.COM

Friedman additionally 
secured $20 million in fund-
ing for the completion of a pe-
destrian and bicycle-bridge as 
part of the Glendale Narrows 
Riverwalk, which would con-
nect Glendale with Griffith 
Park, and provide a safe con-
nection from Glendale to the 
Los Angeles River bike path. 

By providing Glendale 
residents bicycle and pedestri-
an access to Griffith Park, “the 
amount of traffic reduction on 
Los Feliz Boulevard could be 
significant,” said Friedman. 

Such efforts have gained 
Friedman a reputation as an 
environmentalist, a character-
ization she says is accurate. 

“We all see what’s happen-
ing with the effects of climate 
change,” said Friedman. “It’s 
real, and we have to take it se-
riously.” 

As for next year, Friedman 
said she hopes to focus on get-
ting a package of three wa-
ter conservation bills passed, 
which would “radically change 
the way water is thought of in 
California.”

Additionally, she said, she 
will continue to serve on the 
state’s Universal Health Care 
Committee and will continue 
her work to combat her dis-
trict’s affordable housing crisis. 

Two new boardmembers 
were elected to the Los Feliz 
Village Business Improvement 
District (LFVBID) December 
4th, and two existing board-
members were reelected to 
their seats.

Hillhurst Avenue dentist 
Dr. George Hanna, DDS and 
Ruth Salonga of Sotheby’s In-
ternational Realty were newly 
elected with 32 votes and 20 
votes respectively, while Berk-
shire Hathaway Los Feliz Re-
altor Rafik Ghazarian and Los 
Feliz Ledger Publisher Allison 
Cohen were reelected with 30 
and 28 votes respectively.  

Cohen joined the board 
in May, replacing Butter Cake 
Shoppe’s Ariadna Ordowskji, 
and taking on the role of 
Communications and Public 
Relations Committee Chair. 

Last January, Ghazarian, 
who was originally elected as 
a boardmember in 2013, was 
elected board president. 

Ghazarian replaced long-
time president Chris Serrano, 
also with Berkshire Hathaway, 
who remained on the LFV-
BID governing board as trea-
surer. 

Since his election, Ghazar-
ian ramped up the LFVBID’s 
marketing efforts, increas-
ing the board’s social media 
presence and expanding their 

advertising reach within the 
Greater Los Angeles area in an 
effort to bring new visitors to 
the Los Feliz Village area.  

According to Ghazarian, 
in 2017 the LFVBID also add-
ed several new trashcans, im-
proved the regularity of street 
sweeping and increased voter 
turnout for this year’s board 
election twofold. 

“This last year was a really 
good year for us,” said Ghazar-
ian. “We were able to work on 
our administrative process and 
really streamline the BID’s op-
erations.” 

Additionally, said Ghaz-
arian, the board came in “way 
below budget” for marketing 
and public relations, due to 
new committee chair Cohen’s 
habit of insourcing design and 
other services. 

According to Ghazarian, 
that funding surplus helped 
the LFVBID to secure some of 
the board’s future marketing 
at a lower cost. 

For 2018, Ghazarian said 
the board’s primary focus 
will be to bring more visitors, 
shoppers and diners to local 
businesses.

“The only reason we’re 
here is to bring in more busi-
ness for them,” he said. 

LA KRETZ BRIDGE
The North Atwater Bridge, 

a pedestrian, equestrian and 
bicycle bridge, which will 
connect Atwater Village to 
Griffith Park, was officially ap-
proved by the city of Los An-
geles in May.

Known colloquially as the 
La Kretz Bridge due to a $3.67 
million gift in 2011 from phi-
lanthropist Morton La Kretz 
to fund its construction, the 
bridge is now estimated to 
cost $16.2 million—more 
than four times the original 
estimate. 

When originally pro-
posed, the bridge was to be 
fully funded by La Kretz’s gift 
and an additional $300,000 
secured by then Los Angeles 
City Councilmember Tom 
LaBonge to offset the cost of 
fees and city permits.

But six years later, rising 
construction costs and project 
delays, including a re-design 
to offset flood risk, had qua-
drupled the cost. 

Although city council-
members David Ryu and 
Mitch O’Farrell, whose coun-
cil districts the bridge con-
nects, were each critical of the 
bridge’s growing cost, both 
councilmembers ultimately 
voted in support of the project. 

DASH BUS EXPANSION
Los Angeles Mayor Eric 
Garcetti allocated $14 million 

in his 2017-2018 city budget, 
which went into effect in July, 
for additional DASH bus op-
erating costs, paving the way 
for several Los Angeles Dept. 
of Transportation (LADOT) 
recommended route changes 
to go into effect, including 
some locally.

The biggest change would 
be a major extension of the 
DASH Los Feliz route into Sil-
ver Lake via Rowena Avenue, 
eliminating service north of 
Franklin Avenue between Ver-
mont and Hillhurst avenues to 
do so.

According to LADOT’s 
Oliver Hou, that change will 
not be implemented until 2018 
or 2019, pending Los Angeles 
City Council approval. 

Another notable change, 
implemented in March, was 
the inclusion of weekday and 
extended operating hours for 
the DASH Observatory route 
as part of a larger traffic reduc-
tion plan for Griffith Park.

As of September, the line’s 
daily ridership had increased 
more than 50% as a result of 
the change.

OBSERVATORY
TRAFFIC PLAN
With the first phases of a plan 
to mitigate traffic and parking 

REVIEW from page 12

see REVIEW page 17
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Hollywood
sale price

$1,585,000 Mt. Washington
sale price

 $1,200,000

sale price
$937,700 Highland Park

sale price
$548,000

issues near the Griffith Park 
Observatory implemented, 
the city is now ready to begin 
phase two, according to Los 
Angeles City Councilmember 
David Ryu. 

Phase one of the plan, 
which was approved in Sep-
tember 2016, included the 
controversial implementation 
of $4-per-hour paid parking in 
the Griffith Observatory lot—
though parking in other park 
lots remains free of charge—
and a more popular plan to 
expand DASH bus service to 
the park.

The next step, accord-
ing to Ryu, is to incorporate 
quiet and eco-friendly electric 
shuttle busses—to be paid for 
with the new parking fees—

and augment DASH service 
to offset the line’s newfound 
popularity.

The DASH bus expan-
sion was almost “too much of 
a success,” said Ryu, who said 
he often sees the Observatory 
DASH filled to capacity with 
long queues waiting for the 
next bus. 

According to Ryu, the city 
is currently seeking proposals 
from shuttle bus companies to 
operate within the park.

Eventually, according to 
Ryu, the city’s goal is to inter-
connect the entire park, from 
the Zoo and the Autry, to the 
Carousel and Fern Dell, and 
to secure an Observatory bus 
“park and ride” lot below Los 
Feliz Village.

“The ultimate goal is to 

not have anyone driving into 
the park,” said Ryu.

  
RYU DISCRETIONARY 
FUNDS
Los Angeles City Council-
member David Ryu (Council 
District 4) is currently seek-
ing five new members to serve 
two-year terms on his Discre-
tionary Funds Task force, a 
nine-member, hand-selected 
committee created by Ryu af-
ter his election in 2015 to help 
ensure oversight and trans-
parency of his discretionary 
spending.

Each of the city’s 15 coun-
cilmembers receives approxi-
mately $1.5 million annu-
ally from a variety of funding 
sources, including from ads 
placed on bus benches and ki-
osks, for example. 

Councilmembers can 
spend these funds on district 
improvements at their discre-
tion.

Ryu spent approximately 
$860,000 of his discretionary 
funds in fiscal year 2016-2017, 
according to an analysis of 
public records by the Ledger. 

Of that, $730,000 was 
spent without task force input, 
while another $130,000 was 
recommended for funding by 
the task force. 

When the discretionary 

task force was formed, it was 
believed it would review and 
make recommendations for all 
of Ryu’s discretionary spend-
ing.

However, the committee 
only meets six times a year, 
so Ryu must often make his 
own decisions on spending the 
funds before the task force has 
a chance to review them.

Some of Ryu’s larger ex-
penditures from last year in-
cluded funding for additional 
police enforcement for high-
tourism residential areas near 
the Hollywood Sign, street 
and sidewalk repairs, traf-
fic control measures and tree 
trimming, among others. 

POCKET PARKS
The Los Feliz Neighborhood 
Council (LFNC) last January 
requested to use a portion of 
the Parks First Trust Fund, a 
city account of over $1.3 mil-
lion in fees paid by develop-
ers for the creation of “pocket 
parks,” small parks in other-
wise urban areas.

Per a 2001 city ordinance, 
residential developers wishing 
to build in the Vermont/West-
ern Station Neighborhood 
Area Plan (SNAP) district—
an approximately 2.2 square 
mile area defined by its density 
and proximity to public tran-

sit, which includes parts of Los 
Feliz along with East and West 
Hollywood—must contribute 
$4,300 per housing unit to the 
fund before they can receive a 
building permit.

But aside from one com-
munity garden in East Holly-
wood, the city has yet to build 
any new parks in the SNAP 
district.

According to LFNC Rec-
reation Chair Mark Mauceri, a 
huge part of the issue is secur-
ing land.

“The market is hot and 
people are buying up every-
thing,” said Mauceri. “By the 
time the city identifies a piece 
of land [to turn into a park], 
it’s already been sold.”

One such parcel is 4544 
Franklin Ave., the former 
home of goth/punk/heavy 
metal legend Glenn Danzig. 

According to Mauceri, he 
alerted the city to the prop-
erty—an ideal location for a 
park, near a school and a li-
brary, he said—as soon as it 
hit the market, but by the time 
city officials looked into it, it 
had already been purchased. 

“All the good intentions 
in the world will not get us a 
piece of land,” said Mauceri, 
who suggested one solution 
could be for the city to enter 

see REVIEW page 19

City officials, including Seleta Reynolds with the Dept. of Transportation, John 
Sasana, Chair of the Metro Board, City Councilmember David Ryu, Mayor Eric 
Garrcetti and Recreation and Parks General Manager Mike Shull, rode the newly 
expanded DASH Observatory line in March. Photo: Courtesy Council District 4.
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COLDWELL BANKER

Johannes Steinbeck 
213.258.5525 
CalRE#01980423

Topanga  |  $2,895,000
Approx. 29 acres of private and gated gentlemen’s 
ranch atop Topanga w/ stunning views.

Richard Stanley 
213.300.4567 
CalRE#00971211

Silver Lake  |  $779,000
Remarkable 2+1+studio starter in prime Silver 
Lake area; spa; close to Junction and Lake.

Richard Stanley 
213.300.4567 
CalRE#00971211

Los Feliz  |  $3,500,000
Gated Laughlin Park, Monterey style home, 6 
BD/ 3.5BA; den; pool; Observatory views!

Claudia Hipolito 
323.906.2425 
CalRE#01138517

Los Feliz  |  $1,190,000
Newly built 3Bd/4Ba architectural residence w/ 
stunning 360-degree view rooftop deck

John Anthony Christopher 
323.906.2468 
CalRE#01416388

Los Angeles  |  $1,249,000
Modern 3 bed/2.5 bath residence offers the 
opportunity to own a stunning newly-built home.

Johannes Steinbeck 
213.258.5525 
CalRE#01980423

Los Angeles  |  $999,000
Tri- level townhouse style 3 bed / 2.5 bath corner 
SFR w/ rooftop terrace in Silver Lake!

Ross Carter 
323.210.2380 
CalRE#01190160

Los Angeles  |  $749,000
Prime Mount Washington Post and Beam Retreat 
- 2BR/1.75BA - 587Crane.com.

Lisa Brende 
323.445.1868 
CalRE#01392940

Los Angeles  |  $599,000
Beautiful 2 bed/1 bath bungalow in the heart of 
Glassell Park with a garage & fruit trees.

Atsuko Kimoto 
310.990.9951 
CalRE#01842262

Los Angeles  |  $435,000
Downtown LA beautiful condo! The building 
close to Metro Gold Line, Union Station,freeway.

Richard Stanley 
213.300.4567 
CalRE#00971211

Hollywood Hills  |  $1,200,000
1963 Mid-Century time capsule never on market, 
2+2; deep lot; views; pristine cond.

Terri McCortney 
323.460.7612 
CalRE#01161421

Hollywood Hills  |  $699,000
1Bd+1Ba hillside bungalow w/ views of the city 
plus verandas, porches & landscaped garden.

Erik Flexner 
323.383.3950 
CalRE#01352476

Hancock Park  |  $3,399,000
Lovely, historic Spanish estate with beautiful 
landscaping on quiet corner. 5Bd / 3Baths.

Loveland Carr Properties 
323.460.7606 
CalRE#00855785

Hancock Park  |  $2,200,000
Impressive 4 beds + 4.5 baths + huge entertainment 
room + guest house. 4205west6th.com

Paulo Chun 
213.280.2966 
CalRE#01963370

Hancock Park  |  $1,699,000
Modern, luxurious townhome close to Larchmont 
Village! New construction, 4br, 4.5ba.

June Ahn 
323.855.5558 
CalRE#01188513

Hancock Park  |  $920,000
421 S Van Ness Ave #16 | Townhome Style 3+3, 
Apx. 1,960 Sft, 3rd St School.

Chana Firestone 
213.703.6272 
CalRE#01939330

Hancock Park  |  $399,999
358 S. Gramercy Pl #207 spacious 1bd/1ba, 
remodeled w/ new appliances, 1 parking.

Lisa Brende & Chris Corkum 
323.445.1868 
CalRE#01392940, CalRE#01480053

Glassell Park  |  $599,000
2528 W Avenue 34. Character 2 bed, 1 bath 
California Bungalow.

Danny Mahelka 
213.359.4097 
CalRE#01170359

Echo Park  |  $1,200,000
1324 Quintero St | 4-New Stunning Modern SFR 
Homes in Echo Park with Views!

Christophe Choo 
310.777.6342 
CalRE#01027350

Beverly Hills  |  $58,888,000
Revel in European opulence on nearly 1.68 
magical acres at Maison 808. 8bd+15ba.

Meg Ostrow 
310.497.7199 
CalRE#01495358

Beverly Hills  |  $9,500,000
Breathtaking views set the tone of this classic, 
sophisticated & recently renovated home.

Los Feliz 323.665.5841  |  1917 Hillhurst Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90027  |  Hancock Park North 323.464.9272  |  251 N Larchmont Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90004 

Hancock Park South 323.462.0867  |  1199 N Larchmont Boulevard, Los Angeles 90004  |  Downtown Los Angeles 213.406.9200  |  500 S Grand Avenue, Suite 100, Los Angeles, CA 90071 

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the 
Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. ©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker  
Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  CalBRE# 00616212
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John Chadbourne
(310) 892-3301

into a “first right of negotia-
tion” agreement with owners 
of properties that are not yet 
for sale, but would make good 
locations for future parks. 

Such an agreement, he 
said, would give the city a 
chance to make an offer on 
an appropriate parcel before it 
went on the market. 

According to Rebecca Ka-
lauskas, a member of the Los 
Feliz MOMS Club, which has 
been working with the LFNC 
to identify possible park loca-
tions, one idea that has been 
floated is to close off a portion 
of the street and transform the 
“Vermont Triangle” median, 
located at the intersection of 
Vermont Avenue and Sunset 
and Hollywood boulevards, 
into an urban park similar to 
Sunset Boulevard’s green pol-
ka-dot Silver Lake Plaza.  

 
GRIFFITH PARK BASEBALL 
FIELDS
According to Los Angeles City 
Councilmember David Ryu, 
the issue of whether a base-
ball field will ever be built in 
Griffith Park is “at the pur-

view of [the city’s Department 
of Recreation and Parks.”

“There is going to be a 
baseball diamond,” for youth 
in Griffith Park, Ryu said in 
an interview, citing a 2016 le-
gal settlement with Friends of 
Griffith Park and the Griffith 
Charitable Trust, where an 
agreement was made that one 
youth baseball field be built—
instead of two—and be lo-
cated in an area south of the 
park’s Crystal Springs Picnic 
area.

After the settlement, how-
ever, the city indicated it no 
longer had money to fund the 
construction of the ballfield.

But according to Ryu, 
funding could be available 
through the recently voter-
passed Measure A, a county 
tax on improved property that 
is estimated to bring in $94.5 
million a year.

“We are going after Mea-
sure A dollars aggressively for 
all we can,” Ryu said in an in-
terview. 

Additionally, Ryu said, 
there are current discussions 
underway with Los Angeles 

REVIEW from page 17

see REVIEW page 20

LAIB from page 6

The quickly moving events 
around Laib spurred all three 
officers on the seven-member 
park advisory board to resign 
in protest, saying Laib was 
being politically targeted, the 
allegation was overreach and 
that their colleague was not 
given due process to speak to 
the allegation prior to being 
asked to step down.

“This was the last straw,” 
said Kris Sullivan, one of the 
resignees. “Obviously this is a 
microcosm of what is going on 
nationally, but that does not 
mean we have to stop think-
ing. ... There is no common 
sense here.”

Another boardmember 
who also resigned, Don Selig-
man, agreed, calling the turn 
of events surrealistic, unjusti-
fied and a “travesty of logic 
and due process.”

“I feel highly threatened. 
If a third party can accuse 
someone of sex harassment 
at an official Recreation and 
Parks event, then every one of 
us is vulnerable. I am not will-
ing to take that risk. I don’t 
want to put in a position of 
being accused by anyone of 
anything for any reason, and 
I am not willing to volunteer 
my time to an organization 
that can let that happen,” said 
Seligman.

Some have said they feel 
the call for Laib’s removal 
was political, citing his recent 
request the city hold a public 
meeting, set now for Decem-

ber 14th, on the recently ini-
tiated process of having venue 
managers bid for a new Greek 
Theater contract.

Before Laib’s request for 
such a public meeting, the city 
had none scheduled.

According to Recreation 
and Parks General Manager 
Mike Shull, who released 
what’s called a Request for 
Proposals—or RFP—regard-
ing the future management 
of the Greek in early No-
vember,  he had not initially 
planned for a public meeting 
on the document, because he 
felt it was not needed, but later 
changed his mind.

However, he said, Laib’s 
calling for the meeting had 
nothing to do with his being 
asked to step down. 

“It is absurd that people 
are saying” the harassment 
complaint against Laib has 
anything to do with issues 
involving the Greek’s man-
agement, said Shull. “We 
received a complaint and we 
[investigated it] as we should. 
... We take things like this 
seriously.”

According to USC Law 
Professor Stephen Rich, “third 
party complaints,” such as 
Diaz’s are not uncommon and 
in fact are encouraged and po-
tentially “more durable,” than 
an alleged victim’s complaint, 
as an alleged victim may be 
too distraught to file such a 
complaint or may be from a 
socially disadvantaged group.

However, Rich wondered, 

if Laib had been a woman, 
would the commissioner have 
made the complaint?

Additionally Rich indi-
cated based on his knowledge 
of the incident, without hav-
ing seen the surveillance foot-
age, that a “reasonable person 
would not have thought of this 
as harassment.”

Laib, who is gay and has 
been in a long-term relation-
ship for decades, said he feared 
the incident would tarnish his 
reputation forever, as his name 

would be swept up with those 
like Harvey Weinstein, Matt 
Lauer and others.

“There are men dragging 
women into bathroom stalls 
and exposing themselves, 
which is reprehensible,” said 
Laib. “So every time I go to 
the grocery store or the park 
or take a run … I don’t want 
to spend the rest of my life see-
ing people whisper, ‘That’s the 
guy,’ and assume I did some-
thing like Matt Lauer or Har-
vey Weinstein.”

Laib has served for de-
cades on multiple volunteer 
city advisory and private board 
boards including the Greek 
Theater board, the Griffith 
Park advisory board, the Los 
Feliz Improvement Assoc. and 
Friends of the Observatory.

A longer version of this story 
and a letter on the subject 
from Los Feliz Improvement 
Assoc. President Nyla Arslanian 
are available online at 
losfelizledger.com
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Unified School District to 
possibly open more school-
owned fields on weekends for 
public use. 

“That is something we are 
always looking to do, to lever-
age and have more open and 
green space,” he said. 

OLYMPIC BID GETS 
YOUTH SPORTS FEE
As part of an agreement for the 
city to step aside and host the 
Olympics in 2028 instead of 
2024, city officials negotiated 
with the International Olym-
pic Committee to receive $160 
million from the organization 
to be used to offset registra-
tion fees for families for city 
sports programs, in what Los 
Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti 
said he hoped would “bring 
youth sports for free in every 
zip code.”

Jeff Millman, chief com-
munications officer with 
LA2028, initially indicated 
the city would start receiving 
the funds in 2018 and hopes 
to start implementing the cost 
savings program for families 
“as soon as possible” until the 
games begin in 2028.

According to Millman, 
LA 2028 and the city will 
develop the youth sports pro-
gram in 2018 and 2019. 

Additionally, Millman 
said in an email, the city has 
already begun a pilot program 
at six recreation centers.

“The program will include 
adapted sports, so young An-
gelenos with disabilities can 
develop their athletic abilities 
and share in the benefits of 
sports,” Millman said.

PEDESTRIAN TUNNEL
TO CLOSE
Los Angeles City council-
members David Ryu (Coun-
cil District 4) and Mitch 
O’Farrell (Council District 
13) are awaiting a new cost es-
timate from the city’s Bureau 
of Engineering for the closure 
of a pedestrian tunnel under 
Hollywood Boulevard at New 
Hampshire Avenue, which the 
councilmembers called for in 
an August motion.

According to several com-
munity members, the tun-
nel, one of many in the city 
originally constructed during 
the early part of the 20th cen-
tury to provide safe passage 
for schoolchildren, has since 
become a source of blight, 
attracting homeless encamp-
ments, graffiti and piles of de-
bris. 

Even the school the tun-
nel was originally constructed 
to serve sees little value in it. 

Los Feliz STEMM Mag-
net Elementary School Prin-
cipal Katherine Pilkinton said 
in August the school has re-
quested the tunnel be closed 
for years, calling it an “eye-
sore” and a safety hazard. 

Additionally, said Pilkin-
ton, there is now a crosswalk 
at the intersection, rendering 
the tunnel obsolete.

According to Pilkinton, 
the city previously agreed to 
close the tunnel about eight 
years ago, but never did so due 
to lack of funding. 

Now, it seems, funding 
may become an issue once 
again, as “the initial cost es-
timate [from the Bureau of 
Engineering] was very high,” 
according to Ryu, who said he 
has requested the bureau come 
back with a new analysis. 

“We’re trying to see if we 
can get something lower,” he 
said.  

Cost estimates for closing 
such a tunnel—generally done 
by demolishing the entrance 
and filling it with concrete 
or similar materials—can 
vary wildly, a Dept. of Pub-
lic Works spokesperson said 
in August, depending on the 
method and materials used to 
fill it, and whether Americans 
with Disabilities Act-compli-
ant curb ramps are required.

However, according to the 
spokesperson, maintenance 
costs for unclosed tunnels can 
also be quite high—especially 
when hazardous materials 
such as human waste or hypo-
dermic needles are present. 

 
BUSINESSES PUSH BACK 
AGAINST NEW CITY 
RECYCLING PROGRAM 
RecycLA, a new Los Angeles 
City trash program, designed 
to dramatically increase recy-
cling in the city, launched in 
July to the chagrin of many lo-
cal business owners, who said 
their trash hauling service had 
diminished while their costs 
had increased—in some cases 
doubling, tripling or even 
quadrupling—under the pro-
gram.

At issue is the program’s 
requirement that each busi-
ness use a designated service 
provider for their area, elimi-
nating their ability to shop 
around for lower costs and bet-
ter service, along with a lack of 
clarity surrounding new fees 
and surcharges associated with 
the program. 

In December, Los Angeles 
City councilmembers Mike 
Bonin (Council District 11) 
and Mitch O’Farrell (Council 
District 13) authored a motion 
calling for a comprehensive 
Los Angeles Bureau of Sani-
tation review of the program 
and its rollout.

“Since the initial rollout 
of [the] RecycLA program, 
City Council offices have been 
inundated with calls and cor-
respondence from small busi-
nesses, landlords, and home-
owners associations,” read the 
December 5th motion. 

“They’ve expressed a 
thread of complaints and con-
fusion regarding sudden and 

sharply increased costs, con-
fusing new fees and surcharges 
and inaccurate bills. Their 
concerns also include frequent 
and repeated lack of service, 
lack of notice and widespread 
poor customer service from 
the waste haulers.” 

Such problems, accord-
ing to the motion, have not 
improved since the program’s 
July rollout.

Although the motion does 
not include a timeline for the 
sanitation department’s re-
port, the council is hoping to 
receive it by early 2018, ac-
cording to Bonin spokesper-
son David Graham-Caso.

AVOCADO STREET 
SPEEDING
Two speed humps were in-
stalled on a portion of Avo-

cado Street in late October, 
after six years of requests from 
residents, the Los Feliz Neigh-
borhood Council and two Los 
Angeles City councilmembers, 
David Ryu and his predecessor 
Tom LaBonge. 

Residents of the small 
side street said the humps, 
which were installed between 
Commonwealth and Rowena 

REVIEW from page 19
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avenues, have made a big dif-
ference for both safety and 
quality of life on the street.

But some residents say the 
street needs additional humps 
one block west between Hill-
hurst and Commonwealth av-
enues, where they say motor-
ists still drive at unsafe speeds.

“I think people want to 
rush through our block before 
they have to drive slow,”  said 
one resident in November. 

MURAL LAWSUIT
A judge issued a default ruling 
in August against local busi-
ness owner Marci Siegel for 
failing to respond to two July 
summonses in an April lawsuit 
filed by artist Monte Thrash-
er over the destruction of his 
Kingswell Avenue mural “Six 
Heads.”

In his suit, Thrasher al-
leges Siegel, who owns retail 
store Co-Op 28 and yet-to-
open beer and wine bar Bu-
kowski’s, illegally replaced 
Thrasher’s mural with one 
of author Charles Bukowski 
without providing him proper 
notice. 

According to the suit, 
Siegel’s action constituted a 
violation of the Visual Art-
ist Rights Act (VARA), a 
1990 federal law protecting 

muralists that mandates an 
artist receive 90 days’ notice 
in order to document and 
preserve their work before its 
destruction.

In his lawsuit, Thrash-
er requested an unspecified 
amount of damages as well as 
the opportunity to restore his 
mural. 

According to court re-
cords, Thrasher’s attorney had 
been in conversation with a 
Siegel representative about po-
tentially reaching a settlement 
in the matter prior to the rul-
ing. 

Damages in the Bukows-
ki’s case have not yet been as-
sessed, though fines in such 
VARA suits can be high. 
Thrasher’s attorney, Eric Bjor-
gum, previously represented 
artist Kent Twitchell, who 
received a $1.1 million dollar 
settlement in 2006 when his 
downtown Los Angeles mural 
“Ed Ruscha Monument” was 
painted over in violation of 
VARA.

According to Siegel, she 
never received either July sum-
mons and was not aware of the 
judgment against her. Court 
records indicate she was out 
of the country when the sum-
monses were served. 

SCHOOL NEWS

Join us for our
JANUARY EVENTS
Nurturing high expectations leads to extraordinary results.
At Stratford School, we inspire children to become creative  
problem-solvers, imaginative innovators, and confident leaders.  
Discover more for your child at one of our upcoming events!

Kindergarten Overview 
Wednesday, January 10   |   8:30 a.m.   |   Altadena Campus 
Thursday, January 11   |   8:45 a.m.   |   Los Angeles Campus

January Tour Week 
Tuesday, January 16 – Friday, January 19   |   9:30 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. 
All Campus Locations

Twilight Open House
Wednesday, January 17   |   5:00 - 7:00 p.m.   |   Altadena Campus 
Thursday, January 18   |   5:00 - 7:00 p.m.   |   Los Angeles Campus

Elementary Overview
Friday, January 19   |   9:00 a.m.   |   Altadena Campus

Register now for our events!

Find a Stratford School near you, visit  
StratfordSchools.com

Preschool State License: 304371162.  Copyright © 2017 Stratford Schools, Inc.

Now Enrolling 
Preschool – 8th Grade

Accrediting Commission
for

Schools
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Summer

  

Los Angeles Campus 
1200 N. Cahuenga Blvd. 
Call (323) 962-3075 
Online at  
StratfordSchools.com/Melrose

Altadena Campus 
2046 Allen Avenue 
Call (626) 794-1000 
Online at  
StratfordSchools.com/Altadena

REVIEW from page 20[HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS ROUNDUP]
By Mike Guardabascio, Special to the Ledger

HARVARD-WESTLAKE
It’s shaping up to be a momen-
tous winter sports season for 
Harvard-Westlake, where the 
Wolverines have four teams 
recognized in the first CIF 
Southern Section rankings.

The star of the season may 
very well be the Wolverines’ 
girls’ basketball team, led by 
the twin post powerhouses, 
Jayda and Jayla Ruffus-Mil-
ner. The duo, who are verbally 
committed to play at Pepper-
dine next year after graduat-
ing, are averaging a combined 
24 points, 13 rebounds, 5 as-
sists, and 3 steals per game.

Highly-touted freshman 
Kiki Iriafen adds another tal-
ented post player, and she’s 
averaging 20 points and 12 
rebounds per game.

The Wolverines started 
the year 4-1 and are ranked 
No. 1 in Division 1.

Harvard-Westlake’s boys’ 
team is making noise as well, 
off to a 9-1 start and ranked 
No. 12 in Division 1. 

The Wolverines are led 
by Johnny Juzang, a talented 
sophomore averaging 24.5 
points per game and 10 re-
bounds per game.

The Wolverines girls’ soccer 

team is receiving votes but just 
outside of the top 10 in Division 
1, while their girls’ water polo 
team is ranked No. 7 in Divi-
sion 3 after a 4-0 start.

FLINTRIDGE PREP 
(LA CAñADA)
Flintridge Prep is headed for 
a great winter season with its 
girls’ basketball, boys’ soc-
cer, and girls’ soccer teams all 
drawing CIF rankings. But 
the Rebels’ cross-country sea-
son was one of the most suc-
cessful in history and deserves 
its own praise.

Flintridge Prep won a 
fourth consecutive Division 
5 state championship, mak-
ing the Rebels just the fourth 
school in state history to win 
four straight titles in the 
sport. They did it with ease, 
beating San Francisco Uni-
versity High by a wide mar-
gin of 74-120.

The boys’ team didn’t win a 
state team title but senior Evan 
Pattinelli won the individual 
Division 5 state championship, 
becoming the second in school 
history to do so while clock-
ing a blazing time of 15:38 on 
the 5,000-meter course. It was 
the first time in school history 

that first-place finishes were 
notched by the boys’ and girls’ 
squads on the same day.

LOYOLA HIGH SCHOOL
Loyola’s powerhouse boys’ bas-
ketball team is unranked in Di-
vision 1 at the start of the sea-
son, but that could change after 
a 6-2 start. Juniors CJ Jones 
and James Keefe are averaging a 
combined 30 points per game, 
backed up by 10 points per 
game from Neil Owens.

The Cubs’ boys’ soccer 
team is a major-division CIF-
SS championship contender 
this year, ranked No. 3 in 
Division 1 at the start of the 
season. The Cubs are off to a 
5-1-3 start.

JOHN MARSHALL 
HIGH SCHOOL
The Barristers’ boys’ soccer 
team is ranked No. 5 in Divi-
sion 6 and has started 3-2 un-
der head coach Joseph Gomez. 
The Barristers defeated Char-
ter Oak and Arleta earlier this 
year and will begin Northern 
League play in January.

Mike Guardabascio is the 
Prep-Sports Editor for the 
Long Beach Press Telegram see REVIEW page 22
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[OUR MOTHER OF GOOD COUNSEL]

School Newspaper and Open House
By Gabriela Rubalcava, 6th grade

This year 
as an OMGC 
student, I am 

participating in our school’s 
newspaper program. Newspa-
per is a great way for all of our 
school students to learn about 
upcoming school events, the 
new top trending things that 
are happening locally as well 
as globally and so much more. 

Every month we try to 
print at least one school news-
paper. Each month we pick an 
inspirational person and write 
all about them and what they 
do—big or small. 

Our team consists of ten 

students and our teacher Miss 
Wareham. Every person on 
the team has a different spe-
cialty. We have format design, 
entertainment, news, photog-
raphy and more. 

This year I am in charge 
of photography. Each week we 
all have to do our part and we 
email our work to our teach-
er’s school email. That Friday 
we take out the work from her 
email and our format designer 
plans out the newspaper on a 
dedicated laptop computer. 

Our teacher then prints 
out the papers, and we give 
them to every teacher to give 

to all of the students. We 
think that this is a great way 
to let the students know what 
is going on, and they think 
so too.

You can meet Miss 
Wareham, our newspaper 
team, and see all of the great 
things we’re doing at OMGC 
at our open house on Sunday, 
January 28th.  Our school is 
open 11:00AM-1:00PM and 
the Kona Ice truck will be 
there too!

Parking will be available 
in the OMGC Church park-
ing lot at 2060 N. Vermont 
Ave.

Private tours are available on request

[LYCEE INTERNATIONAL DE LOS ANGELES]

Singing My School’s Praises
By Tulia Temple, 4th grade

My school is 
cool because it 
is bilingual—

French and English.
My favorite activity is 

STEM—that stands for Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Math. One day we 
learn in English and the next 
day in French. We’ve made 
fascinating creations such as a 
coded game and a miniature 
roller coaster.

In December the stu-
dents perform a Winterfest 
show. Every year it’s a differ-
ent theme. This year the theme 
is Cinema! Each class gets to 

perform a quaint piece of cho-
reography with singing and 
dancing.

I also adore my theater 
classes. We are rehearsing 
Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory in French! My role is 
Charlie and I’ve learned all of 
my lines.

In 4th grade there are a 
lot of interesting projects that 
involve using a computer. In 
French we just completed a slide 
project about Los Angeles. It 
was a very exciting experience.

My favorite subjects are 
creative writing, history, vo-
cabulary and French. Writing 

comes very naturally to me 
because my mind always takes 
me to far away places. 

History is great fun. You 
get to learn about amazing 
events that have really hap-
pened in the past. Sometimes 
I can’t believe that they have 
actually taken place. 

I love reading so vocabulary 
is easy. Even though I am not 
French, I adore the language.

LILA is the best school 
ever! The teachers are so kind, 
the environment is very peace-
ful and I have so much fun 
with my wonderful friends 
each week!

REVIEW from page 21

BUKOWSKI’S 
A highly anticipated new 
Kingswell Avenue beer and 
wine bar called Bukowski’s 
is expected to open soon, 
pending a beer and wine li-
cense from the City of Los 
Angeles, according to owner 
Marci Siegel.

Touting itself as an “intel-
lectual’s dive bar,” the proposed 
900-square-foot 23-seat bar 
would serve as a tribute to late 
author Charles Bukowski and 
feature wine and craft beer, po-
etry readings and acoustic mu-
sical performances.

Siegel said she is hoping to 
open the bar in January, but 
does not yet know when she 
will receive the permit, which 
she applied for in October 
2016.

The bar received all of its 
building permits in March, 
and according to Siegel, con-
struction is almost completed.  

SIKH TEMPLE VANDAL
The Los Angeles Police Dept. 
did not respond to multiple 
requests for an update on 
whether Artyom Manukyan, 
a suspect wanted for the Au-
gust vandalization of a Sikh 
Temple in Los Feliz, had been 
apprehended. 

Manukyan, 27, was alleg-
edly caught on video writing a 
rambling anti-Sikh message on 
the wall of the temple. The sus-
pect, who has lived with family 
in the Glendale and Los Feliz 
areas, also allegedly threatened 
to slit the throat of the person 
who recorded the video, police 
said in September. 

COFFEE, COFFEE, COFFEE! 
In October, a new Starbucks 
Reserve—a more upscale ver-
sion of the ubiquitous coffee 
chain, with higher-end food 
and beverage offerings and 
a midcentury modern aes-

see REVIEW page 23
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[THOMAS STARR KING]

King Voice Competition
By Rheanna Mae Ocampo, 7th grade 

I recently par-
ticipated in 
the King Voice 

competition and won second 
place. This was a voluntary 
activity in which students 
chose whether they wanted to 
perform in front of a big audi-
ence and showcase their inner 
voice. 

Students who wanted to 
perform were required to audi-
tion with one of their strongest 
songs and meet with the judg-
es about what they were look-
ing for in the performance. 

On the day of the perfor-
mance, the singers went to the 
auditorium to practice sing-
ing a one-minute section of 
their chosen song. Then, we 
changed into outfits that fully 
described the meaning of the 
songs of our choice.

The judges looked for 
stage presence and a “non-
boring” energy in contestants. 
For example, they loved when 
singers moved around the 
stage and interacted with the 
crowd. 

The majority of the scores 
were based on interpretation 
and singing quality. The judg-
es were very articulate with 

their decision-making and 
could tell the difference be-
tween a girl not showing effort 
versus a girl singing her heart 
out on stage. 

The judges also exam-
ined audience reaction to the 
performances. The scores ran 
from 1 to 100 describing how 
well the contestant’s perfor-
mance was. 

After they wrote their 
numbers down, the judges 
gave their results to two Lead-
ership students, who calcu-
lated the average of all of the 
scores. By the end of the com-
petition, they gave awards to 
the top three contestants who 
got the highest scores. Then, 
the judges themselves were 
dared to get on stage and per-
form! 

King Voice takes place ev-
ery year in December and is 
the highlight of the fall semes-
ter. Teachers come and watch 
their students perform. It was 
a great experience for me and a 
lot of fun.

[IMMACULATE HEART]

Holidays & A New Year 
By Lauren Berger ’18

I m m a c u l a t e 
Heart capped 
2017 with 

its annual IHHS Christmas 
Program. Always equal parts 
merry caroling and prayerful 
gratitude, this year’s festivi-
ties featured songs and dances, 
including a “Charlie Brown 
Christmas” skit performed by 
our Genesians theatre compa-
ny. It was a fitting way for IH 
students to celebrate their last 
official school day of the year 
with festive jubilance. 

Following the Christmas 
Program, students attended 
the IH equivalent of Home-
coming: Winter Formal. After 
dancing the night away, many 
dedicated Pandas also woke 
up early the next day to deliver 
gifts as part of the Adopt-A-
Family program. Aimed at 
providing relief for low-in-
come families in downtown’s 
Skid Row, Adopt-A-Family 
brings Christmas to over 200 
families in the spirit of the sea-
son of giving. 

Returning from win-
ter break, IHHS now wraps 
up the first semester of the 
2017-2018 school year by 
participating in our pilot Cu-
mulative Assessment Period 
(CAP). An alternative to tra-
ditional finals, CAP is a two-
week-long window in which 
students take in-class final as-
sessments. CAP offers teach-
ers more flexibility with the 
medium in which they test 
their students (final exam, 
project, and/or presentation), 
tailoring the ideal form of 
assessment to each class. A 
departure from the jumbled 
mass-testing auditoriums, 
CAP promises a more prac-
tical, individualized method 
for final exams. 

The start of the New Year 
is also the time when prospec-
tive students take entrance ex-
ams on campus. The middle 
school’s entrance exam will 
take place at 8:30 a.m. on Sat-
urday, January 13th. The high 
school’s entrance exam for ad-
mission and merit scholarships 
is scheduled at 8:30 a.m. on 
Saturday, January 20th. Good 
luck to our future Pandas, and 
a Happy New Year to all!

thetic—opened in the former 
Tangier restaurant location, 
for a grand total of seven cof-
fee shops along a half-mile 
stretch of Hillhurst Avenue. 

Ledger Restaurant Critic 
Pat Saperstein evaluated the 
six other Hillhurst coffee 
shops in August, rating each 
in categories ranging from 
coffee quality and ambience to 
dog-friendliness. 

SILVERLAKE 
CONSERVATORY
Local music education non-
profit Silverlake Conservatory 
of Music, which moved to Los 
Feliz from the Sunset Junction 
in 2016, received two awards 
in one week in June.

California State Assem-
blymember Laura Friedman 
named the music school, co-
founded by Michael “Flea” Bal-
zary of the rock band Red Hot 
Chili Peppers, “Nonprofit of the 
Year,” just days after it received 
an architecture award from the 
Los Angeles Business Council.

LOCAL TWITTER ACCOUNT 
OPTIONED BY HULU
In May, popular Twitter ac-
count @losfelizdaycare, a sat-
ire of hipster parents and fussy 
preschools, was optioned by 

REVIEW from page 22
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Little Knights 101 programs feature a new, messy + fun 
class each week. Classes are designed as a 4 week series. 

SIGN UP + JOIN in the LOCAL FUN!
littleknightsla.com/kids-classes | 323.662.2663 | #lkla

Morning
+ 

Afternoon 
classes!

0-30 mo. 
w/ 

Parent or 
Caregiver

streaming network Hulu for a 
potential animated series. 

According to local com-
edy writer Jason Shapiro, the 
man behind the Twitter ac-
count, the project is still in 
development, with a finished 
first script that has not yet 
been sent to animators.

“I’m really excited to be 
working with [Executive Pro-
ducer] Adam Pally, [Producer] 
Ben Stricof and [Showrunner] 
Erik Richter,” said Shapiro. 
“It’s a great team and we’re re-
ally hopeful. We like working 
with Hulu and we’re hoping to 
go to pilot.”

Other irons in Shap-
iro’s fire include an interac-
tive book called The Memory 
Hoarder’s Journal, published 
in January 2017, and an up-
coming appearance on Los 
Feliz: The Podcast’s live show 
at the Lyric Hyperion Theater 
this January. 

A PODCAST OF OUR OWN
In June, Los Feliz got its very 
own podcast. Appropriately 

named Los Feliz: The Podcast, 
the show is hosted by local 
comedy writers Morgan Mur-
phy and Robin Shorr, who 
interview local “celebrity” 
guests, from Los Angeles City 
Councilmember David Ryu to 
Baller Hardware owner Craig 
Cowie about issues relevant to 
the neighborhood. 

Bookended by a theme 
song recorded by Los Feliz 
resident and famed songwriter 
Aimee Mann, the local news 
podcast is characterized by 
Murphy and Shorr’s witty 
banter, and a rallying cry of, 
“Hey neighbor!”

Los Feliz: The Podcast will 
host a live show at the Lyric Hy-
perion Theater January 10th. 

LOS FELIZ GETTING 
BRIGHTER?
A February street lighting 
initiative by the Los Feliz 
Neighborhood Council’s Pub-
lic Works and Neighborhood 
Beautification Committee 
known as “Brighten Up the 
Village!” stalled midyear when 
the committeemember who 
was spearheading it relocated 
to Chicago, according to Pub-
lic Works Committee Chair 
Matthew Luery. 

According to Luery, the 
move caused the committee 

to pivot away from the plan 
to bring decorative lights—
similar to those in Burbank or 
downtown Los Angeles’s Old 
Bank District—to Los Feliz’s 
business districts on Vermont 
and Hillhurst avenues, instead 
refocusing their efforts on a 
July “Adopt-a-Tree” event.  

The committee will estab-
lish their 2018 goals at their 
January 23rd meeting, said 
Luery, at which point they will 
know more about the Brighten 
initiative’s future. 

GLENDOWER MANSION
The path is now clear for ce-
lebrity hairstylist Chaz Dean 
to build his 16,346 square-
foot dream home on Glen-
dower Avenue in the hills near 
Griffith Park, after a group of 
neighbors opposed to the proj-
ect decided not to pursue liti-
gation in the matter, according 
to Ann Whitford Paul, who 
lives near the development on 
Catalina Street. 

At issue is the city’s “Base-
line Hillside Ordinance,” 
neighborhood construction 

guidelines that were updated 
in March. 

Although the project, 
which would combine two 
properties into one six-bed-
room, five-bathroom estate 
with an underground gym, sau-
na and bowling alley, would not 
be allowed if proposed today, 
it was submitted prior to the 
changes and therefore grand-
fathered in under the old rules. 

Residents opposed to the 
project filed an appeal with the 
Los Angeles Dept. of Building 
and Safety in August, citing 
both scale and safety issues 
with the development, but 
were ultimately unsuccessful. 

 
ATWATER TREE LIGHTING
After months of uncertainty 
over its future and a last-min-
ute venue and date change, 
this year’s Atwater Village 
Tree Lighting Festival, which 
took place December 10th, 
was well-attended and an 
overall success, according to 
Courtney Morris, one of the 
event’s co-organizers. 

When Wells Fargo, who 
had hosted the event in their 
Atwater Village Branch park-
ing lot for the past 25-years, 
suddenly pulled out in Au-
gust, citing a policy change, 
event organizers feared that 

would mean the end for their 
beloved holiday tradition. 

After three months of try-
ing and failing to find an alter-
native location, things looked 
even bleaker for organizers 
when police arrived to shut 
down a November 9th protest 
outside the bank.  

But the owners of 
All’acqua, a local Italian res-
taurant whose parking lot is 

next door to Wells Fargo’s, 
took notice of the protest and 
decided to offer up their own 
lot for the tree lighting. 

According to Mor-
ris,  event organizers had ini-
tially chosen not to ask  the 
restaurant to host for fear they 
would feel obligated to say yes 
to the request, so the offer was 
a welcome surprise.

Despite the initial hiccups 

caused by the venue change, 
Morris said community feed-
back post event was “over-
whelmingly positive” and 
All’acqua’s lot turned out to be 
an improvement over the pre-
vious location. 

“The location actually 
worked out better” than the 
Wells Fargo lot, said Morris. 
“You can’t get a better view of 
the tree.”’

IMMACULATE HEART
A Private, Catholic, College Preparatory School For Girls Grades 6-12

“Educating the Hearts & Minds of Young Women Since 1906”

5515 Franklin Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90028 ♥ (323) 461-3651 ♥ www.immaculateheart.org

Middle School Entrance Exam
Saturday, January 13, 2018 at 8:30 a.m.

High School Entrance Exam for Admission 
& Merit Scholarships
Saturday, January 20, 2018 at 8:30 a.m.

REVIEW from page 23

Los Feliz: The Podcast hosts Robin Shorr and Morgan Murphy. Photo: Steven Meiers.



Los Feliz Ledger

January 2018 www.losfelizledger.com Page 25COMMUNITY NEWS

Opportunities Fair 

• Meet camp directors & staff
• Day & overnight options for 
   boys & girls ages 5-18

Saturday, February 3
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

WESTRIDGE SCHOOL
324 Madeline Drive 
Pasadena, CA 91105

ONE OF THE LARGEST 
CAMP FAIRS IN 
THE COUNTRY! 

Free 
Admission

Open to the 
Public

Learn more at Westridge.org/SOF

Tai Chi from Chen Village 
where Tai Chi was created

 

Tai Chi Los Feliz/
Chen Bing Taiji Academy USA

2724 Griffith Park Blvd.
Los Angeles, 90027

(Right next to Gelson’s and above Starbucks)
323.953.5908

Check out our website for class schedule:
(Bookings through website only)

www.ChenBing.org

either house. Meaning if con-
stituents choose to continu-
ally elect their state legislators, 
those assemblymembers and 
senators have over a decade to 
do the work they were initially 
elected to do. 

Because of this, I think it 
is appropriate that we re-think 
the way we operate, moving 
away from the impetus of pro-
ducing volumes of laws and 
toward a role that involves 
overseeing the implementation 
of those laws. 

An oversight role would 
return power to the people—
instead of simply proposing 
changes, legislators would be 
accountable for the changes, 
to ensure the law is truly work-
ing. We would also be able to 
take our time to develop well 

thought out legislation instead 
of running bills just to beat the 
term limit clock.  

If the thousands of laws 
authored, debated, revised, 
then voted on each year prove 
anything, it’s that Sacramento 
is a tremendous machine. We 
could use that power to not 
only write the best and most 
necessary laws possible, but to 
also take our time in ensuring 
that those laws end up work-
ing to the benefit of the people 
of California. 

What do you think? As al-
ways, I would love to hear your 
thoughts on this idea, please 
feel free to share them with me 
by emailing me or calling my 
district office.

Email: Assemblymember.
Friedman@Assembly.ca.gov; 
District Office: 818.558.3043

FRIEDMAN from page 7SLNC from page 7

[LOCAL LIT]

Placing the Work of Novelist Peter Gadol 
By Julia Ingalls, Ledger Columnist

Although Pe-
ter Gadol’s 
novel Silver 

Lake remains one of the most 
evocative portraits of the 
neighborhood, he still hesi-
tates when asked if he consid-
ers himself an Angeleno. 

“I feel like I’m unclear on 
what it is to be an Angeleno,” 
he explains. “I think there are 
a lot of different versions, but 
I do feel that I’m completely 
spoiled by the place.”

The New Jersey-born and 
Harvard-educated novelist 
has lived in Los Angeles since 
1992, and has published six 
novels including the exquisite-
ly rendered Silver Lake, which 
is currently being developed 
into a film by producer Brian 
Pines. 

In a bold move, Gadol’s 
seventh novel The Stranger 
Game, which will be pub-
lished by Hanover Square 
Press in October, purposely 
avoids naming specific set-
tings. While Gadol took 

inspiration from local sites 
such as a tennis court near 
Griffith Park, he doesn’t di-
rectly call them out in the 
book, preferring to construct 
a familiar yet imagined me-
tropolis, similar to Spike 
Jonze’s take on the relation-
ship between technology 
and space as portrayed in the 
2013 movie Her.

The novel, which trans-
mutes the concept of “fol-
lowing” on social media into 
a kind of real-life game with 
its own set of taboos, was con-
ceived while Gadol was stuck 
in traffic on the 110 freeway 
near downtown. “I was think-
ing ‘following’ is such an in-
teresting word—what if we 
take what’s going on in the 
virtual world as actual, what 
would that mean?”

Much as Silver Lake 
delved into the lives of a couple 
experiencing problems after 
twenty years of both personal 
and professional partnership, 
Gadol once again explores the 

turning point of an intimate 
relationship in The Stranger 
Game, this time from the per-
spective of a woman who sus-
pects that her ex-boyfriend, 
who disappeared mysteriously 
a few months before, is fol-
lowing her throughout the 
city. There are three rules to 
the game: you pick someone 
at random, you can’t have any 
contact with that person, and 
you can’t follow that person 
again. Naturally, as Gadol re-
veals, “these rules become per-
verted and monetized.”

Although The Stranger 
Game places more empha-
sis on emotional, as opposed 
to geographical landscapes, 
Gadol notes that there is a 
great deal about Los Angeles, 
and Los Feliz and Silverlake in 
particular, that makes certain 
scenes possible.

“I’m really, really drawn 
to place. I want a place to have 
a character to it, and for that 
character to resonate,” said 
Gadol.

byzantine complaint process. 
We must reform the process 
that requires victims to sign 
non-disclosure agreements 
and end the secret, taxpayer 
funded payments to victims. 
This process has failed victims 
of sexual harassment and as-
sault—we must do better.

More broadly, the prob-
lem of sexual harassment and 
assault is one that we must 
meet head on as a society. We 
must ensure that workplaces 
are hospitable to all employees. 
No one in America, female or 
male, should feel scared, in-
timidated or disrespected at 
work. 

While Congress and the 
public must make reforms to 
ensure workplaces are safe and 
respectful for all, I find it ap-
palling that our President, who 
has been accused of sexual ha-
rassment by sixteen different 
women, continues to sit in the 

Oval Office. Even the Access 
Hollywood tape, in which 
Trump admits to sexually as-
saulting women, was not pow-
erful enough to prevent him 
from being elected to the na-
tion’s highest office. The leader 
of our country should be a 
role model for the nation, but 
Trump has repeatedly debased 
the office. I recently signed 
a letter led by more than 50 
Democratic women Repre-
sentatives to ask for an inves-
tigation into the allegations of 
assault and harassment by the 
President. I am proud that 150 
of my Democratic colleagues 
have joined this letter. 

I recognize the bravery that 
survivors of sexual harassment 
and assault must summon to 
speak out about their experi-
ences in the workplace, and I 
thank them for their courage. I 
hope this watershed moment in 
our country proves meaningful, 
effective and lasting.

SCHIFF from page 7

illustrates their struggle to 
stay alive and flourish in ur-
ban settings. An informative 
panel discussion followed the 
screening.

A quick reminder: Gas 
powered leaf blowers are 
against the law in Los An-
geles. If you, your gardener 
or your neighbors use these 
air and noise polluting tools, 
switching to electric blowers 
or a simple broom and dust 
pan will help save our precious 
planet and eliminate this irri-
tating nuisance. If you’d like 
more information about our 
Anti-Gas Leaf Blower pro-
gram, please visit www.silver-
lakenc.org.

From the SLNC to all of 
our stakeholders, Happy Holi-
days!
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Distinctive Residential Settings | Chef-Prepared Dining and Bistro

Premier Health and Wellness Programs | Award-Winning Memory Care

Professionally Supervised Therapy and Rehabilitation Services 

As a lifelong dancer, Alice has always projected confidence 
and grace. Sidelined by injuries and illness, she worried that 

she would never dance again. As a Belmont Village resident, 
Alice stays active every day in a holistic wellness program that 

includes personalized fitness, therapy, and rehab programs 
developed by experts in senior health.

Bring your sparkle back.

belmontvillage.com

The Community Built for Life.®

BURBANK  |  ENCINO  |  HOLLYWOOD HILLS  |  RANCHO PALOS VERDES 
WESTWOOD  |  THOUSAND OAKS  | OPENING 2018 CALABASAS 

RCFE Lic. 197608468, 197608466, 197608467, 198601646, 565801746, 197608291, 197609518 (Pending) © 2018 Belmont Village, L.P.

LozFeliz_fitness_2018.indd   1 12/14/17   2:28 PM

Griffith Park Adult Community Center Calendar

Sunset Hall - Curriculum and Advocacy 

Programs for free-thinking older adults (323) 660-5277

Beginning Conversational Spanish 
Wednesdays 3:30-4:30 & Advanced Thursdays 3:30-4:30

Thanks to our ad sponsor Sunset Hall. They offer:

Wednesday, January 17th, 2018
Lunch, General Meeting and installation of 

GPAC Club officers at Friendship Auditorium 
Doors open at 11:45a.m.  You can sign up for lunch at GPACC between 

10:30a.m.-11:30a.m.

Make a New Year Resolution: Start a new hobby, 
learn a new skill, volunteer to help or lead.  

Check out GPACC activities for exercise, art, dancing, 
walking, music, needlework, writing, computer skills.

 
Share your skills or passion with others.  

Call Monty Sutherlin, Facility Director of GPACC at (323) 644-5579
 for more information

The Lunch Program: Lunch is served 5 days a week at the Center.  
$2 is the donation for those over 60 years. $4 for less than 60 years. 

Daily lunch is served at 12 pm. Come in for coffee and sign in at 10:30.

For Information on the Griffith Park Adult Community 
Club and getting a newsletter, call Stephanie Vendig at 

(323) 667-3043, or e-mail at vendig@sbcglobal.net

GPACC is located at 3203 Riverside Dr., just south of Los Feliz Bl.

[SENIOR MOMENTS]

Keep on Reaching 
By Stephanie Vendig, Ledger Columnist

It’s that time 
of year when 
we are sup-

posed to make our New Year’s 
resolutions. Like many people, 
I wonder if I can achieve the 
goals set. At my age, going 
on 82 in 2018, one thinks I 
will be lucky if there are no 
problems just getting through 
another year. However, it is 
important to aspire to achieve 
goals, regardless of what may 
happen. Goal-achieving is not 
always a sure thing anyway.

Making future goals at 
my age is different than when 
I was younger and there was 
plenty of time to get there. So, 
my thinking must be more 
immediate and in my mind, 
more plausible. For example, 
losing weight is overwhelm-
ing when you focus on your 
total amount. But the goal 
can become more achievable 
when you break it down to an 
amount below the total. Once 
you get to that level, you can 
set the next level. 

In 2017 I made a personal 
goal of getting out of the cat-
egory of prediabetes by losing 
weight and increasing my activ-
ity. I lost weight, but am not yet 

out of the category. So, for 2018 
I am making it a goal to de-
velop a lifestyle pattern of “por-
tion control,” concentrating on 
healthy food and more walking. 
And I have made progress: I do 
not browse the aisle of cookies, 
breads and chips in the grocery 
stores any more! 

My other personal goal for 

2018 is to downsize by clear-
ing out all the paperwork that 
piles up surrounding all the 
things that are not relevant 
to my current life. This is not 
easy. I have been living in my 
house since 1966 and every 
space available is filled with 
mementos or items from my 
child-rearing days. Yet I don’t 
want to leave a mess for my 
children. To help me man-
age this without being over-
whelmed I have even hired an 

organizer. There is a lot to do, 
but I take it a little at a time. 

For those of us who are 
aging or just retiring from 
a career, we also need to set 
goals of making our lives more 
pleasurable and meaningful. 
Instead of trying to be more 
productive as when you were 
in a job or raising children, the 

goals would be more personal, 
like being a volunteer, starting 
a hobby, or diving more deeply 
into a previous one. This also 
means participating in new 
social situations or cultivat-
ing old friendships. The worst 
danger is finding yourself iso-
lated or without purpose. De-
spite limitations that you may 
have, your goals must include 
continuing to be part of the 
world as you age. 

Happy New Year!

Find this month’s Street Level, 

Theater Review, Stargazing, 

Events Calendar and more online at 

losfelizledger.com

Making future goals at my age is different 
than when I was younger and there was 
plenty of time to get there. So, my think-
ing must be more immediate and in my 

mind, more plausible.
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coupon code 122

210 N. Avenue 21, 
Los Angeles, CA 90031

www.svdpla.org 

* mattresses and cars are excluded.
Expires January 31, 2018 — no photocopies — not to be used with other promotions.

FREE TRUCK PICKUP OF DONATIONS: 800-974-3571

St. Vincent de Paul’s 
54,000 square-foot thrift store 
offers clothing, shoes, furniture, 

housewares and appliances.

20% Off* with this Ad

[OUR BREAD AND BUTTER]

Right at Home: Enriching 
Quality of Life For Loved Ones
By Kimberly Gomez, Ledger Columnist

Takashi Hoshizaki cher-
ishes the many joys in his 
life. At 92, he is aging in 
place in the East Hollywood 
home he built for his fam-
ily in 1967. There are masks 
and other personal treasures 

from the past adorning the 
walls, and his wife’s plants 
are still cared for in the 
shaded garden.

“My wife passed away 
about five years ago. She was 
a world expert on ferns,” said 
Hoshizaki with pride. “Each 
of the masks represents a 
country that we visited, start-
ing with Borneo.”

Because Hoshizaki’s 
daughter and son work in the 
tech industry in Northern 
California and can’t person-
ally care for their father, they 
turned to Right at Home for 
in-home care and assistance to 
support his quality of life. 

Maria Castro, a Right at 
Home caregiver, has been as-
sisting Hoshizaki for the past 
two years with light house-
keeping and companionship. 

“Sometimes we talk, 
sometimes we go exercise,” 
said Castro.

Household chores and 
meal preparation can be more 
difficult to manage as one 
ages. Right at Home provides 
non-medical services that can 
include safety and health su-
pervision, personal care, gro-
cery shopping, laundry, assis-
tance with doctor visits and 
even help getting ready for an 
outing. 

“Some people are used to 
taking care of themselves but 
may be more fragile as they 
have gotten older and may 
not have family nearby,” said 
Right at Home Co-Owner 
Leanna Dickstein. “We are the 
ones making sure people are 
safe and receive the care that 
they need.”

Caregivers are also in reg-
ular communication with the 
families of those they are as-
sisting, says Dickstein, bring-

ing peace of mind that care-
givers are there and providing 
oversight for loved ones. 

Because every household 
is different, Right at Home 
develops a custom care plan 
for each client. Caregivers are 

matched considering numer-
ous factors including needs, 
interests and even personali-
ties. 

“Having someone come to 
take that stress off is good for 
the family,” said Doug Dick-
stein, co-owner of Right at 
Home.

The ultimate goal, said 
Dickstein, is for loved ones to 
enjoy healthy lives in the com-
fort of a familiar environment. 
In their 10 years serving the 
local community, they have 
seen many lives enriched.

“I guess I don’t want to 
move,” said Takashi Hoshiza-
ki.  

He and caregiver Maria 
Castro chatted as they walked 
his neighborhood together. 
He pointed out where his fa-
ther’s grocery store once stood 
on the corner at Virgil Avenue 
back when there was a lot of 
open space and a creek run-
ning through it. 

He and his wife met as 
students at LA City College 
just a few blocks away, before 
his career at Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory. 

He’s lived his entire life 
here, except for the years dur-
ing World War II, when at 16, 
he and his family was shipped 
to the concentration camp at 
Heart Mountain, Wyoming—
their history is documented at 
LA’s Japanese American Na-
tional Museum. 

With a little help from 
Right at Home, Hoshizaki 
will have many more stories to 
share while living in the com-
fort of a familiar environment.

Contact Right at Home, 
http://www.rahlosangeles.com 
to find out about their servic-
es in Los Angeles, Burbank, 
Glendale and Beverly Hills.

Maria Castro, a Right at Home caregiver, regularly visits Takashi Hoshizaki in his 
home, helping where needed, and providing companionship when his family 
can’t be there.

Local Church Celebrates 100
St. Mary of the Angels 

Church turns 100 on Febru-
ary 3rd. Fr. Isaac Neal Dodd 
established the parish in 1918 
in a rented storefront on N. 
Vermont Avenue. 

Eventually, St. Mary’s 
moved to its current church 
building in 1930, where the 
first services at the new venue 

included the who’s-who of 
Hollywood and the film in-
dustry. 

During his time at St. 
Mary’s, Fr. Dodd earned the 
nickname “Hollywood’s Pa-
dre” for his work as a tech-
nical advisor—and later as 
an extra—on movies calling 
for church- or priest-related 

scenes.  
The church will hold a cel-

ebratory mass Sunday, Febru-
ary 4th at 10:30 a.m. as well 
as various commemorative 
events throughout the year, 
including a movie night, mul-
tiple concerts and a Centen-
nial Gala September 20th. All 
are welcome.
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2326 Claremont Avenue      Mid-Century        Call For Price                               
Classic and timeless 4+3.5 1950’s Mid-Century post & 
beam home with a swimming pool and  bathhouse! 
Charming living room and eat-in kitchen leads out to a 
view deck. 1 bedroom & bath on main level, 2 bed 1 bath 
up and downstairs is a family room with a 4th bedroom, 
bath & 2nd kitchen. Over 2300 sq ft. Fireplace in LR and 
family room. Hardwood floors on main level. Franklin 
Elementary. 1st time on the market in over 20 years!

Coming Soon in Los Feliz

2013 Ames St      Contemporary Spanish       Call For Price
Pool Alert! 3 + 3.5 home with family room and home 
office too! Living room w/fireplace, formal dining room 
and eat-in kitchen. Master suite with newly remodeled 
full bath + 2 more bedrooms, a bath and laundry room 
are all upstairs. Downstairs there is a home office, family 
room with built-in bookcase and wet bar. 2600+ sq ft! 
Great swimming pool with several outdoor entertaining 
areas. Direct access into two car garage. Franklin School.

Coming Soon in Los Feliz

             Happy New Year!
Wishing You Health, Happiness & All The Best In 2018!

George, Eileen, & Laura

The Moreno Team

Keller Williams Realty Los Feliz
2150 Hillhurst Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90027

323.668.7600
moreno@georgeandeileen.com

For Lease In Los Feliz

3751 Tracy Street         Monterrey Spanish               $4,900
2 bed 2 bath Monterey Colonial offering a great indoor 
outdoor flow out to a charming patio with hot tub. Living 
room with open beamed ceiling, fireplace, built-in 
bookcases and hardwood floors. Spacious renovated 
Cook’s kitchen with center island. Stainless appl & marble 
counter tops. Dining room. Sexy master suite with one of a 
kind bath. AC. Detached bungalow for great home office. 
Franklin Elem. Partialy furnished, but could be vacant.

2485 Hollister Avenue              Spanish                  $2,500
Warm and welcoming 2 bed 1 bath home with a bonus 
room. Wood floors, faux fireplace, newer dual pane 
windows, new central AC and heat. Updated kitchen with 
granite tops & eat-in breakfast area. Stove, refrigerator, 
dishwasher, washer and dryer incl. Spacious backyard. 
Long driveway for extra parking. Freshly painted interior. 
Close to South Pasadena, Alhambra, Highland Park, and 
downtown Los Angeles & great eateries and shopping.

1901 N Oxford Street           Mediterranean              $6,000 
Gated 2-story 4+3.5 Mediterranean home with many 
original details. Surrounded by greenery and flowing 
fountains. Charming living room, large formal dining 
room and a cozy den. 3100 sq ft with spacious rooms 
(for possible 4th bdrm) on 2nd level that open up to a 
large patio with views of the Griffith Park Observatory - 
a perfect spot for entertaining or relaxing! Central air 
and heat. Freshly painted interior. Detached Garage. 

For Lease In El Sereno

For Lease In Los Feliz

2454 Lindsay Lane              Cape Cod               Call For Price 
A very charming 2 bed 1 bath Cape Cod home tucked 
away in the hills of on lovely cul-de-sac. Spacious living 
room surrounded by great windows to enjoy the scenic 
views. Beautiful hardwood floors. The charming original 
kitchen leads to a room that could be a perfect home 
office. Both bedrooms open out to spacious deck and 
large flat yard. Central air and heat. 2 car garage plus 
bonus storage rm. And, located Ivanhoe School District!   

Coming Soon In Mt. Washington

3352 Scarboro St  Reinvented Mid-Century  Call For Price                               
Fun living in this super cool, recently renovated 3 bed 2 
bath 1960’s home with great indoor/outdoor feel. Set up 
high on a hill to take advantage of fabulous views. 
Updated  open kitchen with center island leads you into 
the loft style living room with high ceilings. Living room 
opens out to a lovely view deck. Private master bedroom 
with a bath and walk-in closet. Beautifully landscaped 
with a wonderful variety of California native planting. 

Coming Soon in Silver Lake


